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First words
Shortly after I submitted my first healing book, the Lord began to give me more revelation on the subject, and I knew I would have to write its sequel. One amazing thing about it all is that I never dreamed I would produce the first book on healing, let alone two! Another is that the seeds for this new work arrived so soon after the first volume was in process. I believe, therefore, that the Body of Christ today desperately needs this information, or our Savior would not have moved upon me with such urgency to make it available as soon as possible to today’s church.
Somebody commented concerning the first book that the title suggests no more can be said on the subject of healing. But, I merely meant that there should be no more arguments
back and forth on that issue. I made it clear within the book itself that it was never intended to be exhaustive in content. Unexpectedly, even before the publisher got the first project
under way, I was receiving more revolutionary revelation on
that touchy topic.
In this modern microwave society, many people demand instant solutions to their problems, expecting teachers and authors to present their how-to information in their lessons and publications right up front. Of course, I must admit that I myself have often been impatient! Nevertheless, our Savior does not respond to emotion, but rather operates on proven
biblical principles. To gain gospel blessings we must become familiar with spiritual, eternal and foundational realities. And in order to discover such truths, we have to study Holy Scripture, God’s book! That is what this volume is all about: Searching deep into the underlying principles that govern Deity’s universe—especially regarding heavenly healing and health. Of course, information concerning the sickness side will appear throughout this book as well.
 
Moreover, although the primary purpose of this volume is to render revelation that will help the physically hurting, what we learn here will be of inestimable value to the people needing relief from material, financial and social ills as well. Heaven’s principles operate similarly in every department of human need. Once such spiritual foundation is laid in one’s inner being, he or she will begin living a completely different lifestyle; experiencing more and more of heaven’s blessings, and fewer and fewer of sin’s curses!
 
It is most frightening to be in the dark about some issue which is of vital importance to the one dwelling in the dark. This sickness-and-healing topic is one such issue. However, after finishing this volume, no reader will be able to point to any valid reason for remaining in the dark
about Deity’s will concerning their health or how they may obtain it. Heavenly revelation on physical healing will be shining brightly from this point forward! Nevertheless, you must heed this biblical warning: It is unwise to put your hand to the plow and then look back. See Luke 9:62. You will want to finish this book!







Introduction
Arriving at the gospel light requires that we deal with the darkness as well. Jesus had to do the very same, stating in John 18:37 that He had been born for the heavenly purpose of bearing witness to the truth. However, in so doing, Christ exposed many religious lies the Jewish people had believed for centuries. Of course, that practice got Jesus into a lot of trouble, but He had to dispel the many religious deceptions, in order to make room for the truth. Now, I am not claiming to be looking for trouble, but I am stating that exposing the many modern religious lies relating to sickness and healing is necessary before I can bring out the positive biblical truth on that controversial subject.
The most damaging religious tradition in today’s church regarding Deity’s will in the matter of sickness and health is that divine healing was intended to prevail only during the first century. God never meant for that practice to continue to the present. One lone Scripture passage has been seized upon to supposedly
support that deadly tradition. Manmade arguments were added, in order to establish that satanic lie in Deity’s church. But, this book will blow away all of those falsehoods like chaff, as we dare to deal honestly with God’s unchanging Word! Jeremiah 23:28 says it like God wants it: “…he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? saith the LORD.” Removing the religious trash from the building site is necessary before beginning to build the solid biblical structure revealing God’s will regarding physical healing today. Chapter one starts us down that gospel road. Prepare to receive liberating insights!







Chapter One
There was never an apostolic age!
The enemies of supernatural healing are so many and so prevalent in so much of today’s church that I must up front pull down the great stronghold of their satanic reasoning. In the minds of those who heed this chapter, that doctrine will have not a leg to stand on, as the old saying goes!
 
The undisputed foundation of that bulwark of theological unbelief is the unfounded claim
that church history has been divided into different ages (or dispensations), the first being some so-called
apostolic age. It is claimed that the apostolic age spanned only the first century, ending with the death of John, the last of the
original twelve apostles, who was about one hundred years old when he died.
The twelve were special, it is taught. Only they were able to perform healing miracles like Jesus Christ did. Therefore, when the last of them died, God’s church supposedly entered into a new dispensation; one
without supernatural miracles.
 
It is absolutely amazing that so much of today’s church patronizes highly-educated theologians and their theology, when the Bible lends no credibility to their heretical claims. I intend no disrespect toward theologians, but if I am forced to choose between their ideas and truth I will be loyal to my Redeemer! Read Acts 4:18-20. When we stand before Christ at the Bema Seat, we will not be judged on the basis of any denominational theology, but upon Deity’s Inerrant Word! It would certainly benefit us believers, then, to get acquainted with Scripture now, before that judgment day arrives. Read John 12:48, Romans 14:10-13 and 2 Corinthians 5:10-11.
 
The mass of scriptural evidence I present in this chapter reveals the sheer shallowness
of such a doctrine. Even more disturbing is the fact that the truth about all of this has been in Scripture all along; making the church’s ill-health tragedy even more tragic! Shallow commitment to God’s Word reaps shallow understanding of it, allowing the Adversary to work unhindered. The slothful then invent unbiblical doctrines as excuses for their unbelief, blaming all their failures on God’s sovereignty, or some other religious nonsense.
 
Let us now investigate numerous elements of that time-honored religious heresy and unveil Deity’s answer to them. In the first place, Scripture never even mentions an apostolic age. Such a doctrine is the fruit of mere human speculation, and nothing more. However, I can show you Scriptures that contradict the idea. Look at Matthew 28:20: “Teaching them [those disciples we are to make from every nation] to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway[s], even unto the end of the [present age]…” I want to point out here that our Savior emphasized that He would be present with His followers until the end of the age! What age? If He were speaking of an apostolic age, as those cowardly theologians contend, then beyond the first century the church would have no promise of the Lord’s presence or power. If Deity had intended for the overall church age to be divided into several shorter ones, then our Lord’s promise of His presence applied to only one. Which one? If it had been the mythical apostolic age, Jesus has not fellowshipped with His church over the past nineteen hundred years!
 
Notice also that the Lord told His first followers they were to instruct those new disciples to
continue the same work He had commanded His original disciples to perform: “Teaching them to [practice] all things whatsoever I have commanded you…” If their obedience to that command was supposed to span the entire church age, which continues to this day, we modern believers should continue experiencing the very same miracles. Of course, unbelieving theologians would certainly not agree to that! Such is the very thing they try to prevent. Why is it so hard for them to be honest with God’s Word?
 
The writings of the Early Church Fathers prove that the miraculous continued at least into the next few centuries. It was not until the fourth century (when Constantine decided that Christianity would be the official religion of Rome) that the church began to
deemphasize supernatural miracles that had energized God’s kingdom on earth from the start.
It is most enlightening that neither did the Early Church Fathers indicate some belief in an apostolic age. Searching through the index volume of their early writings, I found no reference to such an entity! If there had been an apostolic age, surely they would have mentioned it. On the contrary, church leaders such as John Chrysostom, Tertullian, Cyril of Jerusalem, Origen and others all testified that miracles were still performed in their day; and that through people of humble origin as well as the more educated. Deity also used women as well as men in the miraculous healing ministry!
 
The biblical and historical information I have presented so far is enough to blow away the apostolic-age-excuse men offer for not believing in miraculous healing today. However, we have only begun this life-changing journey. I have to fit a lot of eye-opening material into this one chapter alone.
 
I mentioned earlier that there are numerous elements in the apostolic-age-doctrine, and we have dealt with only one. It also presupposes there were only twelve apostles in God’s church, and that when they died there were to be no more. Scripture obliterates that supposition as well. A big problem those theologians face is the fact that Paul was an apostle too, which would make him the thirteenth. They attempt to solve that discrepancy by claiming that Paul was to replace Judas, who fell from his apostleship. They claim that Peter’s decision to draw straws to see which of the other disciples would replace Judas was a big mistake. I have heard devout ministers of God debate that issue. First Corinthians 15:3-8 solves that problem. “…Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures…was buried…rose again the third day…was seen of Cephas, THEN OF THE TWELVE: After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once… After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. And LAST OF ALL HE WAS SEEN OF ME [Paul] also, as of one born out of due time.” Paul confirmed with his own mouth here that he was not Judas’ replacement! Therefore, there actually were more than twelve apostles. Acts 13:2 and 14:14 prove that both Paul and Barnabas were called to the same work and were both considered apostles; which would make fourteen. In response to the murmuring of some of the widows about not getting their needs met in the daily distribution of food, Acts 6:2 states: “Then THE TWELVE called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables.” Thus, this passage acknowledges that Matthias, chosen by the casting of lots, was considered a bona fide apostle by the church of that day! This was before Saul of Tarsus was converted.
Sometimes, while studying some other subject a believer will run across a passage which answers a query unrelated to the subject he or she is pursuing. I discovered this one in Revelation 2:2: “I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars…” Now, think with me. If it were common knowledge that there were to be only twelve apostles, John obviously being
the last one living, then what test would be necessary to determine if any other man was an apostle? By the time Revelation was written (about A.D. 100), the other apostles were long dead. It would be obvious that any man claiming to be an apostle was lying. That also proves Christians back then had no concept of an apostolic age, after which apostles and miracles were to be no more!
Second Corinthians 11:13 is also very enlightening: “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers [unsaved people], transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.” Now, if there had been only twelve official apostles, then to claim to be an apostle would mean the fakes would have to convince believers they were actually Peter or John or Matthew, etc. Quite obviously, apostles were plentiful in those early days (just as they should be in the church today).
Philippians 2:25 mentions another of the early apostles. “…I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, and [a] companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, but your messenger [Greek—apostle], and he that ministered to my wants.” So, Epaphroditus was either an apostle to those Philippians, or an apostle from Philippi to the apostle Paul. Either way, the Greek says Epaphroditus was an apostle.
Check out these enlightening passages as well: Romans 16:7 adds two more apostles to our list. “Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellowprisoners, who are of note among the apostles…” If that meant someone took note of them, Paul would have said they were “of note among the believers; or within God’s church.” Those men had gained a noticeable reputation that they were apostles along with the twelve! Second Corinthians 8:23: “Whether any do inquire of Titus, he is my partner and fellowhelper concerning you: or our brethren be inquired of, they are the messengers [in Greek, the apostles] of the churches…” Moreover, according to 1 Thessalonians 1:1 and 2:6, Silvanus and Timothy were apostles. Some Greek experts say the New Testament Greek manuscripts mention at least twenty apostles in all.
 
There are still other Scriptures that reveal there were to be apostles in the church structure throughout the church age; which will continue until Jesus Christ comes back. Look at 1 Corinthians 12:28: “…God hath set
some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” The word translated set in this verse is the same Greek word meaning to appoint, assign, ordain, resolve or purpose. Deity has ordained that apostles be part of His church, and has purposed that they remain active in it until the end of the present age!
Revelation 18:20 foretells events yet in the future, saying: “Rejoice over her [the city of Babylon], thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets [existing even in those days]; for God hath avenged you on her.” The reconstructed Babylon will persecute Christians, including apostles and prophets. For it to do so, apostles and prophets will still have to exist! Revelation 11:3-10 also tells about the miraculous ministry of God’s two last-days prophets, Enoch and Elijah.
Ephesians 4:11-14 is yet another potent Scripture many theologians today attempt to refute. “And [Jesus] gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of [His] ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the [very] fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive…” Now, that is a mouth full! We need all five of the ministry gifts, in order to “perfect the saints for the work of ministry,” “to come into the unity of the faith,” and so that believers will “be no more children (immature ones) tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine by the slight of cunning men”; such as theologians who claim God’s church no longer needs either apostles
or heaven’s
miraculous gifts.
It is interesting that on the lists of gifts Paul mentioned, the gifts theologians say have passed away have only to do with the miraculous! In their estimation, there are no more apostles, prophets, miracles, healings or tongues. Only the gifts of knowledge (church colleges and seminaries), helps and governments (denominations), evangelists, pastors and teachers remain. How about that! Can you smell something rotten in those religious opinions? Without the miraculous, doctrinal stances are reduced to academic arguments and verbal debates, with no real-life yardstick to measure them by. And numerous theologians want to keep it that way!
Paul actually told believers to avoid such people! Second Timothy 3:5: “[Men] Having a form of godliness, but denying the [miraculous] power thereof: from such turn away.” From Paul’s directive here, the modern church is not exempt!
 
Another contention of the apostolic-age-doctrine is that the main purpose for the spiritual gifts abiding only on the twelve apostles was that of writing the New Testament. So, when the New Testament was completed, there was no need for the spiritual gifts that “ministered only in part.” That is another religious error spawned by rank unbelief. Scripture also blows to smithereens that false assumption.
The Scripture passage used to push that religious error is 1 Corinthians 13:8-12, which says: “[Agape] never faileth: but whether there be [the spiritual gifts of] prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be [messages delivered in] tongues, they shall cease; whether there be [the Holy Spirit’s gift of] knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know [only] in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away [with]… For now we see through a glass [or mirror], darkly; but then [when that perfect thing has come, we will see] face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am [literal Greek, was fully] known.”
The “in part” things are obviously the spiritual gifts men exercised under the Holy Spirit’s leading. That perfect thing which will someday come has been erroneously interpreted as the completion
of the New Testament writings. Educated Bible scholars have conveniently used that religious error to excuse themselves from believing miracles are for today!
 
That time-honored belief is nothing but a lie of the devil. There is no scriptural support for it whatsoever! Let me show you what I mean. The same theologians generally agree that Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians was written about A.D. 55 to 57. It is obvious that Paul’s statement in that passage refers to a certain future time: “when that which is perfect is come.” Therefore, that thing which would be perfect had not yet come! In James’ letter, he also referred to a mirror, as in 1 Corinthians 13:12. James 1:22-25 commands: “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word [of God], and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass [mirror]: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, [then] straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the [already] perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.” If theologians want to be honest, they will admit that the letter of James is generally believed to be the first New Testament teaching put in writing; being written around A.D. 46 to 48. In other words, it was penned about ten years before Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians! James was referring to God’s Word, and he said that it was the perfect law of liberty. He used the very same Greek word Paul used in his letter. That word is transliterated teleion. When penned, that first book of the New Testament was only partially written. Yet, James declared plainly that God’s Word which already existed was perfect—teleion. Therefore, Paul had to be referring to some other entity that would come sometime in the future to his day, and would replace the gifts of the Spirit that were only “in part.” It is obvious, then, that Paul was speaking of the time when Jesus Christ sets up His new kingdom on earth. After that day there will be no need for those spiritual gifts. Now, however, we desperately need both the spiritual gifts and the Word of God in both Old and New Testaments!
Also notice that Paul said: “Now I know in part; but then
shall I know even as also I am known.” Do those theologians really believe that just because we have the New Testament we can know in the same manner in which we are known by God? This must refer to God knowing His people intimately. Did people know only in part until the very last period was placed in the last New Covenant book—John’s final writing? Or, did Christians see more and more clearly until the last word was penned; then saw everything perfectly? Paul could not have meant the completion of the New Testament would occasion the cessation of spiritual gifts and accompanying miracles. Paul clearly expected to experience that blessing, but he died long before the New Testament was completed—became teleion! Therefore, Paul must have been speaking of something that will come in the next age. Need more proof?
First Corinthians 1:7: “So that ye [Corinthian believers] come behind in no [spiritual] gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ…” Thus, those believers believed that they would be exercising those gifts until Jesus came back! Second Corinthians 8:7 also refers to their spiritual gifts.
 
Let me point out another problem with the concept that only the apostles had the Holy Spirit and His gifts because they needed them to write the New Testament. It is amazing that so few believers think for themselves! They merely take for granted that if a theologian says it, then it must be true. How many of Jesus’ apostles were there? Twelve! Judas fell, but he was replaced by Matthias; so that kept the number at twelve who had been with Jesus from John’s baptism. Read Acts 1:21-26. Their job was to complete the New Testament, according to those super-intelligent theologians. How many of the twelve wrote a New Testament book? Three! Matthew, Peter and John were
the only ones of those twelve
who wrote anything in the New Testament! What about the other nine? How did they use their spiritual gifts? Only God knows. On the other hand, who penned the rest of the New Testament? Men who were not of those twelve! In 1 Corinthians 15:3-9, we read Paul’s own words that he was not one of the twelve. Of course, Paul did write the bulk of the New Testament. The rest was written by Mark, Luke, James (Jesus’ half-brother) and Jude (His other half-brother). Hebrews was most likely written by Paul, because only he was given such revelation. The early church leaders said he did.
This information alone is enough to annihilate that time-honored religious error. Yet, many will hold onto it anyway, because it is so deeply ingrained in their religious mindset. God’s Word is the truth, however; so I will honor that truth! There was never an apostolic age; ever! There is no biblical or historical support for it whatsoever. Such is the result of centuries of erroneous teaching by deceived theologians.
 
Paul exposed the foundational error of the apostolic-age-claim in Galatians 3:3, questioning: “Are ye [believers in the churches of Galatia] so foolish? having begun [operating] in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?” Presently, liberal theologians contend that the church needed spiritual gifts and apostles in the beginning to get the church off to a good start. But, now that the church has been established, and the New Covenant books written, we no longer need the spiritual gifts or the apostles. Galatians 3:3 says otherwise! Also look at Galatians 3:5: “He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit [with His gifts], and worketh miracles among you, doeth he [so] by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” In other words, operating in spiritual power rather than fleshly power (like liberal theologians do) is an age-long
principle God has established in the church! Preaching alone will never convince Muslims to become Christian believers. The miraculous is needed today for that and other reasons; ridding the church of sickness being one of them!
Let us consider these Scriptures to determine if spiritual gifts were indeed meant for the original twelve apostles
only; or even just for
believers of the first century. In Luke chapter three, John the Baptizer preached to those who came out to him in the wilderness. Verses seven through fifteen speak of common people, tax collectors and soldiers. Notice that John told them all in verse sixteen that the One coming after Him (Jesus) would baptize them all with the Holy Spirit and fire. Those multitudes certainly amounted to more than twelve. The Holy Spirit is promised to people of all walks of life!
 
Acts 2:4 tells of the hundred-and-twenty (which included the twelve apostles) that were gathered together on the day of Pentecost that “…they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues [one Holy Spirit gift], as the Spirit gave them utterance.” Then, Peter said in Acts 2:33 that Jesus, “…being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.” What had they heard? Tongues! Many languages glorifying God! Peter had already told them that Joel prophesied Deity would pour out His Spirit upon all flesh! Therefore, the Holy Spirit and His gifts were promised to more than the original twelve apostles. Acts 2:38-39 then states: “…Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall [also] receive the [personal] gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all [those] that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” The Greek word that was rendered afar off signifies time as well as distance. Therefore, Peter was declaring that not only did the Almighty promise the Holy Spirit and His gifts to people in foreign lands, but in future generations as well! Look up the word in Strong’s concordance, tracing it back to its root. Peter spoke of time-span as well as geography.
Let us now look a little deeper into Joel’s prophecy Peter quoted in Acts 2:16-21. In verse seventeen, the apostle said that God would do that outpouring in the last days, and
on both sons and daughters! That means both men and women can expect to be filled with God’s Holy Spirit and experience His spiritual gifts right up until Jesus Christ comes again! If anyone questions that this means the very last days, verses nineteen and twenty speak of signs occurring in heaven and earth at the very end; meaning that the Holy Spirit gifts will be operative at the same time. It is strange that unbelieving theologians hold that verse twenty-one will be fulfilled right up to the end, but that promises concerning the Holy Spirit and His miraculous gifts will not. Nevertheless, Acts 2:19-21 tells it right: “And I will show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; [like] blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: The sun [also] shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that [mighty] and notable day of the Lord come: And it shall come to pass [at the same time], that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” If salvation is available right up until the end, then Holy Spirit baptism, accompanied by His spiritual gifts, will be available too! Read Acts 2:16-21 as a unit.
 
I must also make it clear that there was never anyone so holy and godly in him or herself they could work miracles in their own ability. In other words, that they themselves were the source of those miracles they performed. No exceptions! Amazingly, that was true of the Son of Deity Himself! Check out John 5:19 and 30: “Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.” “I can of mine own self [in my own power separate from My Father] do nothing: as I hear [from Him], I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” Consider as well Acts 2:22: “Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, A MAN approved of God among you BY MIRACLES AND WONDERS and signs, WHICH GOD DID BY HIM in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know…” Thus, not even Christ could do miracles apart from the energizing presence of His Father!
Not surprisingly, then, even the original twelve apostles had the same limitations. Acts 3:12 makes that quite clear. “…Peter…answered unto the people…why marvel ye at this? or WHY LOOK YE SO EARNESTLY ON US, AS THOUGH BY OUR OWN POWER OR [personal] HOLINESS we had made this man [who had been lame] to walk?”
Mark 16:20 is one more passage confirming that reality. “And they [those original apostles] went forth, and preached every where, THE LORD [Himself] working with them, and CONFIRMING THE WORD [preached] WITH [supernatural] SIGNS FOLLOWING.” So they did the preaching, and Christ followed them up with miraculous healings, etc., confirming the gospel they preached. That is God’s will to this day.
The apostle Paul admitted the same. Romans 15:18-19 is one of Paul’s affirming testimonies: “I will not dare to speak of any of those things which CHRIST HATH not WROUGHT BY ME, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word [preaching] and deed [performing miracles], THROUGH MIGHTY SIGNS AND WONDERS, BY THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.” First Corinthians 15:10 is another witness: “…by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all [others of the contemporary apostles]: YET NOT I, BUT THE GRACE OF GOD WHICH WAS WITH ME.” Also see Ephesians 3:7.
 
Hebrews 2:4 puts the subject in a gospel nutshell: “GOD ALSO BEARING THEM [the early preachers] WITNESS, both WITH SIGNS AND WONDERS, and with divers MIRACLES, and [supernatural] GIFTS OF THE HOLY GHOST [SPIRIT], ACCORDING TO HIS OWN WILL…” And since God does not change (Malachi 3:6), that is God’s will until the end of this age! Neither does Jesus Christ change (Hebrews 13:8).
 
What about us regular believers? In John 15:4-5, Jesus laid down some general rules for all believers: “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch [Each of us is a branch.] cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine [All Christians are expected to bear fruit.]; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for WITHOUT ME YE CAN DO NOTHING.” Well, if without Him we can do nothing, then IN HIM we can do all things we are required to do. See Philippians 4:13. Jesus promised that in John 14:12: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the [very same] works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father [and send back the Holy Spirit, which enabled Jesus to do all of His miraculous works—Matthew 12:28].” We are told in Luke 6:40: “The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect[ly trained] shall be as his master.” I think it obvious that if Jesus needed the Holy Spirit and His gifts to perform His miraculous works, we would need those same supernatural gifts and ministries to fulfill our calling. Can we really be like Jesus? Second Corinthians 3:18 says: “But we [believers] all, with open face [that is, removing our traditional religious glasses] beholding as in a glass [mirror] the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” First John 2:6 states in no uncertain terms: “He that saith he abideth in him OUGHT HIMSELF ALSO SO TO WALK, EVEN AS HE WALKED [speaking of Jesus].” That would naturally include the miraculous side of Him as well as the moral side! First John 4:17 leaves no doubt about Deity’s will in this matter: “…AS HE [JESUS] IS, SO ARE WE IN THIS WORLD.”
 
Neither Jesus nor those first century church leaders had any advantages we believers do not have today; except some New Covenant realities cowardly theologians of the past and present have stripped from the modern church. Theologians have done so by their diabolical insistence that there was an apostolic age which separated the early Christians from the rest of church history. Just as physical bodies grow old and change in cellular make-up but are still known as the same person that was born and given a certain name, even so the Body of Christ today is the very same church Christ started long ago. It just consists of different members today than it did in the first century. When the Lord left instructions with those first apostles, He was instructing church leaders for the entire church age; which continues to this day. Surely, Jesus was aware that the twelve apostles would not survive for twenty centuries. They were just the first representatives of the church in that day. God knew each generation would need new leaders who would follow those same instructions and need the same spiritual power
they exercised back then. Consider Matthew 28:18-20 with that in mind. Theologians will have to answer to God for such gross unbelief!
Throughout history, Deity has healed all who have looked to Him for their healing. There are two basic reasons for that reality. The first is that God’s very name is Jehovah-Rapha, the Healer. It is His nature to heal! To claim there was some apostolic age, in which Deity healed, but afterwards ceased to do so, implies that He dropped one of His eternal names. That would mean God does indeed change after all. Malachi 3:6 and Hebrews 13:8 cannot be true, then. Do theologians who push the apostolic-age theory today really want that on their conscience? Would Deity change His historical names to accommodate modern theology? The only valid answer to that question is NO! Rather, theologians are guilty of trying to alter God’s Word on the issue to excuse themselves from fighting the good fight of faith. In order to avoid the wrath of God for such dishonesty, those theologians need to do some changing of their own—like repenting and confessing to the church their previous mishandling of God’s Word!
(After I had otherwise finished this manuscript, the Lord revealed more truth to me about His redemptive names, so I tacked that revelation on the very end.)
The other reason God has always healed, and still does, is that people still get sick! Although God waits for people to get on His faith wavelength, He wants the sick to be healed. Since people are still getting sick, God still heals people who believe His Word instead of the unbelieving theologians and their gutless theology. The apostolic-age theory, then, is not a positive one, but has instead cheated countless believers out of their rightful inheritance in Christ. It also cheats the Savior out of the privilege of dispensing the health blessings He paid such a tremendous price to provide for us. It makes no sense for believers to continue believing and practicing such religious nonsense. Instead, believe and be healed!







Chapter Two
Jesus came to save perishing bodies!
Second Peter 3:9 is a well-known Scripture passage. You hear it often in evangelical meetings. “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, NOT [at all] WILLING THAT ANY SHOULD PERISH, but that all should come to repentance.”
However, most people do not realize the territory that one Scripture covers. It is almost always taken to signify only the inner man—the soul, or spirit. Honest Bible study renders a totally different view of what that Scripture means. You see, in order for us to understand God’s
intended message in one particular passage, we must search out all the Bible has to say on that topic. Such is the only way we may embrace the entire biblical truth regarding any subject-matter.
I want to take you on an enlightening Bible journey that will forever alter your understanding of what 2 Peter 3:9 is actually communicating to the Body of Christ. The primary key to arriving at that understanding is our getting familiar with the meanings of the Greek word translated perish. The Greek root word is transliterated apollumi; which has been variously translated as: To mar, to destroy utterly, to kill, to bring to nothing, to make void, to lose, to be deprived of, to be destroyed, to perish, to be put to death, to die, to be lost, to stray. Such are the verb forms of that term. On the noun side, that word means consumption, destruction, profusion, waste, ruin or perdition; signifying one is in a state of being destroyed. Now, what has been hidden from God’s church is that that word is applied to men’s physical bodies as well as to their souls and spirits! In addition, the term is even used to describe the ruined state of natural, inanimate objects.
But, before we get into those details, I want to review the basic message of chapter one in my first healing book. This will not be an exact duplication of that material; nor lengthy. But, I need to connect the message put forth there with that of this chapter so that you may gain the full impact of what I am endeavoring to communicate here.
In chapter one of that volume, I emphasized seven words that reveal God’s view of sickness and disease. I will review them now. First was the word curse. In Deuteronomy 28:15 and 61, sickness and disease are said to be curses resulting
from disobedience. Moreover, we found out that the Hebrew
word for curse means to lower one to a lesser state of being than what Deity had intended. Though not every sickness is directly connected to a personal sin in one’s life, since sin is prevalent in the world the curse is plentiful as well. But, we can bring upon ourselves the curse of sickness by either our ignorance of the principles of well-being, or by our outright rebellion. I am only establishing the reality that the curse of sickness is not God’s will for His obedient people!
We next observed the word captivity in the book of Job; signifying exactly what that word suggests. We also learned that the devil himself is somehow connected to all sickness. Of course, God could not possibly want believers to partake of such detrimental conditions. We then discussed how Job had opened the door to his troubles, whereas Deity turned his captivity—healed the man!
We then considered the case of the Jewish woman whom the enemy had bound with a crippling infirmity. Luke stated plainly that the devil was the culprit behind that sickness. I also want to point out here that Christ healed the woman, showing God’s will in the matter. Satan had bound her with illness, but Christ set her free. Therefore, the church must stop confusing the activities of God and Satan.
Of course, the words captivity and bondage need little or no explanation, but the next word we considered does. It is found in Acts 10:38, where we learn that Jesus “went about healing all who were oppressed of the devil.” Now, that word has a meaning which is especially significant to Christians. The Greek word translated oppression in Acts 10:38 means to exercise dominion against. That means Satan dominates believers through sickness! But again, Jesus Christ was the good guy Who healed them all. Sickness is Satan’s idea!
One more word was the Greek kakos, meaning evil. Now, it is not as noticeable as the other terms we studied, because it was not translated properly in most New Testaments. Yet, the word is repeatedly linked with bodily sickness of various kinds. We found many instances in the gospels and Acts. It is obvious in the Greek that God evaluates sickness as evil, so would never demand that His obedient people bear such
tragedy. Using a Strong’s concordance, you can secure that information under words such as sick, ill, etc. In numerous instances, involving every kind of ailment, the Greek word kakos (evil) is used in its different forms to reveal another facet of how God views sickness. It is never considered good in His estimation. It is always seen as something EVIL!
Another word we found denoting illness was destruction, translated from a different Greek word than apollumi. You will have to refer to my first book on healing to get the full impact of that word, and to find the biblical references to it. But again, the devil is connected to such tragedies. You can get an idea of what I mean by looking at 1 Corinthians 5:5.
The seventh word we looked at in chapter one of my first healing book was unclean; from the Greek akathartos. Over and over, we found that various sicknesses were caused by unclean spirits—demons! Jesus said unclean trees produce unclean fruit. So, unclean spirits being unclean, their fruit is unclean as well. Sickness is one of their primary fruits!
Do curses, captivity, bondage, oppression, uncleanness, destruction and evil (all linked to the body) sound like what Deity wants for His faithful people? In a couple of Scriptures in Matthew, bodily healing is mentioned in connection with the Greek word apollumi—to perish. More on that later!
 
First I want to show you how the Greek word apollumi is used when talking about inanimate objects; listing them in the order they appear in the New Testament. Matthew 9:17: “Neither do men put new wine into old bottles [wineskins]: else the bottles break [tear or burst], and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved.” This parable is also found in Mark 2:22 and Luke 5:37. The Mark account in the King James Version says the wineskins will be marred. The Luke account utilizes the English term perish, as does Matthew. That means the word for perish (the same Greek word that was applied to the souls of men) was also used to describe a non-spiritual substance—wineskins.
In Luke 15:3-6, that word is used in connection with an animal—a sheep: “[The Lord] spake this parable unto them, [the tax collectors and Pharisees] saying, What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave [those] ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that [one sheep] which is lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice [and be excited] with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.”
Continuing His illustration, Jesus asked in Luke 15:8-9: “Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she [were to] lose one piece [of it], doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it? And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece [of silver] which I had lost.” The lost sheep and coin in Luke fifteen were found, like the prodigal son was lost and found.
The words lost and found apply to both body and soul!
The use of the Greek word apollumi in John 6:12 is very enlightening: “When they were filled [with bread and fish], he [Jesus] said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments [of the blessed food] that remain, that nothing be lost.” That simply means that God is not a waster. Obviously, waste is another meaning of the Greek apollumi. If God is concerned about food, He wishes not that His people
be wasted! In old gangster movies, killing somebody was called wasting them. Thus, waste means to destroy; causing a thing to perish.
Also, regarding food, in John 6:27 the Savior warned the people of that day, as well as ours: “Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but [search] for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you…” Natural food eventually perishes; God-life does not!
That word is even used in connection with all of creation: Hebrews 1:10-12: “…Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed [the old made new]: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.” This is speaking of the entire material universe!
 
Apollumi affects everything from the frailest flower to the
most durable substance upon this earth—gold. James 1:11: “For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth [off], and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.” Now 1 Peter 1:7: “That the trial of your faith, [that is] much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus…”
 
Apollumi is also applied to human bodies, either wholly or in part. Matthew 2:13 states that “…the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child [speaking of our Lord] and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and [remain] thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.” That is translated from the Greek word apollumi. Herod wanted to cause Jesus to perish, but God protected His Son.
Matthew 5:29-30: “And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy [bodily] members should perish, and not that thy [entire] body should be cast into hell. And if thy right hand offend thee [cause you to fall into sin], cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee [in the long run] that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy [entire] body should be cast into hell.” This passage does not mean that Jesus wants us to go through life with one hand or foot. He was talking about priorities here. To save one member is not worth losing your entire body. He is making a point. No case is reported of anyone ever cutting off their hand or foot to get born again! Jesus meant that nothing should stand between us and entering into life. As precious as our bodily members are, they are not more important than salvation! The Savior did not teach here that one can buy salvation by sacrificing a body part. Remember too, Jesus healed people who were maimed, some of whom may have lost their bodily members in some sinful escapade. He both forgave them for their sins and restored what sin had deprived them of!
That reveals that our Lord came to save bodies as well as spirits. Matthew 10:28 reveals the utter seriousness of this matter. “…fear not them which [only may] kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him [God] which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” Only Almighty Deity can authorize the casting of people into hell. And only those who reject His salvation are candidates for such a destiny.
 
In Matthew 8:25, apollumi is utilized again in relation to whole bodies perishing in the earth realm: “[Jesus’] disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we [are about to] perish [by drowning].”
Mark 9:20-22 is one more example. “…they brought him [a demon-possessed child] unto him [the Savior]: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him [the child]; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this [demon-possession] came unto him? And he said, Of a child. And ofttimes it [the demon] hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him [take his life]…” Thus, apollumi affects flesh!
 
Body parts again: Luke 6:8-10 says: “But he knew their [the religious crowd’s] thoughts, and said to the man which had the withered hand [who had obviously been in that sad shape for some time], Rise up, and stand forth in the midst. And he arose and stood forth. Then said Jesus unto them, I will ask you one thing [Which is most important to God?]; Is it lawful on the sabbath days to do good [such as healing—Acts 10:38], or to do evil? to save life, or to destroy it? And looking round about upon them all, [the Lord] said unto the man [with the infirm hand], Stretch forth thy hand. And he did so: and his hand was restored whole as the other [one].” In other words, the Lord un-destroyed it! That was because: “…the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them [bodily as well as spiritually] (Luke 9:56).”
Luke 15:17 relates one more instance of that word’s use: “…when he [the prodigal son] came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough [for their bodily health] and to spare, and I perish with hunger!” The young man was coming close to physically starving.
In Luke 21:17-19, the Lord both warned and encouraged His followers: “…ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake. But there shall not an hair of your head perish. [That signifies that Deity cares as much about our body parts as He does about our souls; blessing us now, as well as in the resurrection.] In your patience possess ye your souls.”
One final case before we get to the meat of this chapter: First Corinthians 10:9 commands believers: “Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them [the ancient Israelites] also tempted [Him], and were [bodily] destroyed [by] serpents.”
 
I tediously laid the foregoing foundation for the purpose of driving home a vital truth the church has been missing for centuries. God’s concern for the perishing is just as true for the physical body as it is for the spirit and soul of man. Let us look closely at the following Scriptures to learn how the Bible further bears out that truth.
 
In Matthew 18:11, as well as Luke 19:10, Christ assured us that, “…the Son of man is [has] come to seek and to save that which was lost.” The Greek word translated lost here is apollumi, the same word applied to complete bodies, as well as to human body parts; cases we forthrightly studied in the foregoing paragraphs. It being evident, then, that the bodies of men were lost (both
on the whole and in part), then Christ coming to save that which was lost must have included our bodies along with our spirits and souls!
 
Read John 3:15-16 in that new light. Christ came, “That whosoever believeth in [Christ] should not perish [apollumi], but have eternal life. For God so loved the [lost—perishing] world, that he gave [up] his only begotten Son [on the cross], that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” We, perishing (apollumi) in spirit, soul and body, and God having offered up His Son to die on the cross to save us from that perishing state, and our Savior having willingly given Himself to save us from perishing, let us take advantage of His precious sacrifice in our behalf! Do not let the term eternal life throw you off; it referring to the quality of life as well as to the duration of it. Such reality is seen in Romans 8:11: “But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, [God] that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken [minister Zoe—God-life to] your mortal [death-doomed] bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” This truth is brought out again in 2 Corinthians 4:10-11: “Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus [bearing persecution because of our union with Him], that the [Zoe, God-kind of] life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our [fleshly] body. For we which live are alway[s] delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, [so] that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal [still living, but destined to die] flesh.” In Romans 6:12, Paul used the same Greek term translated mortal in the previous two passages. There, he commanded us believers to, “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal [not yet dead, but subject to perishing] body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.” Of course, it would make no sense to command a dead body to not sin. That means Paul was not talking about the resurrection in this Scripture any more than he was in Romans 8:11 and 2 Corinthians 4:10-11. Paul was talking about Zoe—God-life—being manifested in a man’s perishing physical body
on this side of heaven. Further proof resides in 2 Corinthians 4:16, where Paul said: “…though our outward man [our physical body] perish [a totally different Greek word, which means to decay], yet the inward man [the recreated spirit] is renewed day by day.” Even as Christians, as we get older our bodies become less able to heal themselves by the natural life that inherently dwells in them from God’s original creation. That occurs because of the curse in nature through Adam’s fall. The believer’s spirit was born again, not his body. Therefore, our aging bodies need help from inside us; that is, our inner man, which is “being renewed day by day.” Such is how the Zoe—life of God—is transmitted to our mortal flesh! In that way, God enables believers to have the health, strength and stamina we need to finish our course. Thus, eternal life, in John 3:16, refers to quality as well as duration. Deity wants us to have that life abundantly in spirit, soul and body!
Let us go a little deeper. In John 10:10, Christ said: “The thief [referring to Satan] cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they [whosoever believes on me—Romans 10:9] might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” Now, is it not obvious that Satan steals, kills and destroys man’s flesh, as well as his spirit? I remember us reading that Jesus went about healing all who had been oppressed (made sick) by the devil. Does such not prove that Jesus Christ came to invest life in whatever the devil had touched with death? And, did that not include the bodies of people as well as their spirits and souls? How can any honest theologian claim that Jesus Christ did not come to save perishing bodies as well as perishing souls? Honest theologians cannot and will not claim such things. So what does that say about theologians who do say such things?
 
Matthew 9:35-38: “…Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in [Jewish] synagogues, and preaching the gospel of [Deity’s] kingdom, and healing
every sickness and every disease among the people. But when he saw the [sick] multitudes, he was moved with [godly] compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith [Jesus to] his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” That was the fulfillment of what Ezekiel had prophesied back in Ezekiel chapter thirty-four. You will need to read that chapter to grasp the full meaning of what Christ did at that time. After telling His disciples to pray to the Lord of the harvest for more laborers, Matthew 10:1 declares: “And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he [then] gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to
heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease [just as Jesus did].” Now let me show you the biblical connection between those disciples’ reaping the
harvest and healing human bodies that were perishing. You must see that the harvest involved healing bodies as much as winning souls! Matthew 10:5-8: “These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not [at that time; later they would]: But go rather to the lost [apollumi] sheep of the house of Israel [who were perishing in spirit, soul and body]. And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. [And while you are at it] Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: [for] freely ye have received, [so] freely give.” Many ministers no longer freely give health blessings, but rather have given them up in preference to cowardly religious tradition!
 
A second witness is Matthew 15:24-28. A Gentile woman had requested of Christ that He heal her demon-possessed daughter, “But he answered and said [to her], I am not sent [at this time to the lost Gentiles] but unto the lost [apollumi] sheep of the house of Israel. Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. But he answered and said, It is
not meet
[proper] to take
the children’s bread [which had to be bodily healing, which she had requested of Christ for her daughter], and to cast it to [Gentile] dogs [people outside the covenant]. And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs [healings] which fall from their masters’ table. Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith [more than Christ had found in Israel—Luke 7:9]: be it unto thee even as thou [by faith] wilt. And her daughter was made whole [in body] from that very hour.”
 
Here, we have two witnesses tying healing sick bodies to the great harvest. Jesus told His disciples to heal the bodies of the lost Jews, who were perishing
in body as well as soul. The harvest being the same today (except for the addition of the Gentiles to God’s kingdom), then modern preaching and
ministry should be the same. These dual witnesses, plus the ministry of Jesus in the gospels, prove that He came to save perishing bodies as well as perishing souls!
 
In the mouth of two or three witnesses let every word be established. Matthew chapters nine and ten are actually the fulfillment of another prophecy in the Bible, Ezekiel chapter thirty-four. That is our third witness in this case. Let us go there now to see how it is connected.
Although that chapter in Ezekiel has elements of future prophecy about Jesus’ millennial kingdom, the main thrust of it foreshadows Christ’s ministry in Palestine hundreds of years after Ezekiel’s day. In that chapter, Deity rebuked the religious leaders of that time for the sad conditions existing among God’s people; which continued for hundreds of years,
right up until the day the Messiah arrived. Ezekiel used the very same imagery the Savior did to depict God’s people and their deplorable condition—being lost (apollumi)—sick
sheep! Ezekiel 34:2: “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks?” And then Ezekiel 34:4-5: “The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them. And [My sheep] were scattered, because there is no shepherd [who really cares for them]…” Deity further rebuked those shepherds in Ezekiel 34:10-11, saying: “Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand [a clear case of Deity demanding accountability of His leaders]…For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out [Myself].” Israel’s Shepherd is stating here that He cannot trust those religious leaders, so He will have to come and do the job Himself! Since He made no mention of human shepherds resolving that problem any time before the Messiah came to earth, we must take it that those same conditions prevailed until Christ came to fulfill God’s promise. In Ezekiel 34:16, God prophesied: “I [Myself] will [find] that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick…” By Jesus Christ, Deity fulfilled Ezekiel thirty-four.
Therefore, Israel’s lostness must have included sickness in their bodies as well as sin in their souls. And Christ both ministered redemption to Israel in soul and body during His earthly ministry, plus paid for all those benefits by hanging on the cross! Our Savior truly came to save lost (perishing) bodies as well as lost (perishing) souls and spirits. I cannot overstress that truth. The religious tradition of unbelief has held sway for so many centuries concerning this subject, we now must drill this biblical truth into our hearts and minds by meditating on and confessing the biblical reality that our Lord came to save our bodies as well as our souls; and that right now in this age, not just after we get to heaven!
 
Ezekiel 34:23 contains one of those future prophecies: “And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant [the resurrected] David [under Jesus; obviously referring to the millennium and the New Heavens and the New Earth]; he shall feed them [My sheep], and he shall be their shepherd [forever].”
 
I must include in this chapter one final discussion that is quite enlightening. In Matthew 27:42 is recorded some of the slurs the religious Jews threw at their own Savior. They growled: “He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him.” I spotted this Scripture after I had finished my first healing book. When I did, I saw something in it that I knew would have to be included in this one. You will notice that those unbelieving people acknowledged that Jesus had saved others, but He could not save Himself. It is most instructive that the Savior never actually got anybody born again during His ministry on earth. The new birth was
not yet available! Such is one reason those people could not have been referring to the new birth. Since our Lord was the firstborn from the dead, no one else could be born again until He was resurrected. Furthermore, those blinded leaders had absolutely no concept of a new birth! Remember Nicodemus’ conversation with Christ in John chapter three. That means those religious leaders were talking about something totally different from either the forgiveness of sins or the new birth in their tirade against the Lord while He hung on the cross, paying God’s judgment price for all of their sins and curses. Although their conclusion was made from their point of view, what I want you to glean from this Scripture is that they did acknowledge that Christ saved people in His ministry. What kind of salvation did Jesus grant to people? The salvation of their bodies, as well as forgiveness of their sins! The Jewish leaders, of course, refused to believe that Christ as a mere man could actually forgive sins, so that could not have been what they were referring to while adding their taunts to His miseries. However, the Lord did forgive sins in His ministry. In Luke 7:44-50, He told a repentant sinful woman that her sins were forgiven and that it was her faith that had saved her. However, hers was the only such case recorded in the gospels. But, Christ made the very same comment (word for word in the Greek texts) to many who had been sick, whom He had healed—that their faith had saved them
in body. So, the salvation Jesus ministered to people back in those days consisted of delivering their bodies from illness and disease, as well as the forgiveness of their sins. Christ’s statement in Matthew 18:11 and Luke 19:10, then, has to mean He came to save perishing bodies as well as perishing souls!
 
In the Greek manuscripts, the word soozoo is frequently used in connection with supernatural healing of bodies. The primary meaning of soozoo is to save from any threatening problem. I go into great detail about that in my first healing book. These two volumes go hand-in-hand, so to get the full impact you need to read and heed both of them, along with all of the pertinent Scriptures listed in both books.







Chapter Three
How God values human flesh
In view of the eye-opening revelation brought forth in the previous chapter, it should be obvious that much of modern church doctrine is out of line with Scripture in regard to the way God evaluates the human body. In some churches, the mind is exalted almost to the exclusion of the emotions, the spirit and the body. In others, human emotions are honored to the exclusion of the spirit, mind and body. In still others, the body is emphasized, but in the negative. Their doctrines consist primarily of do’s and do not’s, most of which have to do with the physical body—hair styles, dress codes, etc. In very few church circles are Deity’s priorities honored; with the whole person involved in worshipping and serving Him. In God’s plan, every part of man
has its proper function: The spirit has its place; the mind has it place; emotion has its place; and the body has its place. The main problem behind improper religious treatment of the body in God’s service is a flawed view of the nature of the human body, derived from ancient beliefs arising out of pagan religion and philosophy.
In a later chapter, I will present some historical roots of the heretical concept that the human body is somehow evil by its very nature, but now I want to carry you through the Bible to show you that concept never came from our Savior. That error has plagued the church for so long that it will be necessary to consider a broad array of Scriptures that prove beyond doubt God’s positive view of the human body.
I taught a series on that subject in our meetings at our local church in Alabama—Living Way Fellowship. I will use the basic list of Scriptures here that I covered in those local messages to construct this most enlightening chapter. After we finished the series there, nobody dared doubt where God stood on the issue. I expect the same response from readers of this book. Honest Bible study always sets us straight!
 
Where should we begin studying this essential topic? In the book of beginnings, of course! That would be Genesis. It is the seedbed of truth for every Christian belief. Everything in Genesis is in seed form; even Deity’s personal view of the human body. Succeeding Bible books add to the revelation in Genesis, giving us a more complete overview of God’s will and purpose for human flesh.
 
Genesis 2:7: “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” In this one verse we can see the entire human make-up. Man’s body was made from dust, but God then invested into him breath (Spirit). So man became a living
soul—the whole man. Yet, the primary point I want to make here is that man’s body was made first! Can you grasp the significance of that? Without flesh, there was no earthly container in which God’s Spirit could dwell. More than that, Deity did not want a mere blob of dirt to dwell in. He formed mankind in His own image! Then, man was fit to house the Spirit (breath) from God. Spirit and flesh together formed something else. Man—a flesh body with Spirit in it—became
a living soul. Mankind is indeed unique!
That uniqueness of man progressed in Genesis 2:21-23. “And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he [into] a woman, and brought her unto the man [out of which she had come]. And Adam said, This [new human being] is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: [Therefore,] she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” To make another human being, God tapped into Adam’s flesh, which was entwined with his spirit and soul—the rest of him. That woman was complete, then, just like Adam was. Notice that the Scripture does not say God dug into Adam’s spirit or soul, but extracted a part of his body, taking that and making it into an entire human being. She too had breath (Spirit) in her, and she too was a living soul, having originated from Adam’s living body.
 
Of course, Adam’s fall came through the devil’s appeal to man’s bodily appetites (Genesis 3:6), and negatively affected man in spirit, soul and body. Through Abraham and Moses, however, God made a way for man to be rid of such negative effects, even those that had come upon his flesh. But, man had to do his part for that to occur. Exodus 23:25-26: “And ye shall serve the LORD your God, [then] he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; [plus,] I will take sickness away from the midst of thee. There shall nothing cast their young, nor be barren, in thy land: the number of thy days I will fulfil.”
Deuteronomy 7:12-15 promises God’s people: “…it shall come to pass, if ye hearken to these judgments, and keep, and [practice] them, that the LORD thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and the mercy which he sware unto thy fathers: And he will love thee, and bless thee, and multiply thee: he will also bless the fruit of thy womb [children], and the fruit of thy land…the increase of thy kine [cattle], and the flocks of thy sheep, in the land which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee. [Moreover,] Thou shalt be blessed above all [other] people: there shall not be male or female barren among you, or among your cattle. And the LORD [Jehovah-Rapha] will take away from thee all sickness…” Notice that most of those covenant promises had to do with the material, financial and physical aspects of life. Deity honored flesh by taking care of their every physical need. God never indicated that He saw man’s flesh as evil; even after the fall!
Deuteronomy 8:18 also blasts away that negative view of human flesh, which always restricts physical, material and financial blessings as though such blessings themselves are curses. “But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get
[material and financial] wealth, that he may
establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers…” In order to fulfill His covenant promises to His covenant people, God gives financial blessings on the one hand, and removes all sickness on the other!
Much later in Israel’s history, King David said in Psalms 103:2-3: “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases…” David clearly declared here that the benefits of the Old Covenant included well-being for the body as well as forgiveness of sins. Again in Psalms 105:37, the psalmist remembering Israel’s deliverance out of Egypt said that God “…brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble [sick, infirm] person among their tribes.” Once again, we see in Scripture not only Deity’s sentiments regarding the human body, but His literal care of it as well. He was occupied with more than just the sins of His people!
David’s son Solomon expressed God’s high regard for the human body by commanding in Proverbs 4:20-22, “My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. For they [Deity’s words] are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.” If God cared so little about man’s physical well-being, why would He continue to make promise after promise to heal his flesh? Notice in this passage as well that God’s words are health to ALL of man’s flesh. Such means that God wants 100% of His people to be 100% well in 100% of their body parts 100% of the time!
Another Old Covenant Scripture stressing Deity’s will for human flesh is Jeremiah 32:27, where Jehovah proclaimed: “Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: [then asked] is there anything too hard for me?” Now, such was a statement in the form of a rhetorical question. That was Deity’s way of proclaiming there was nothing He could not achieve, even in physical bodies! How much clearer must it be? Why would Deity boast about being the God of all flesh, if He were not concerned about human bodies, like religious tradition often implies? By not expecting Him to heal supernaturally, men deny to Jehovah-Rapha (their Healer) the glory He so richly deserves. Shame on such unwarranted unbelief!
 
Many theologians contend that such blessings were for the most part confined to Old Testament times; and for a few decades at most in the early days of the church. However, New Testament writings have even more to say about God’s care for the bodies of His New Covenant people to this day.
A good starting place is early in Matthew—4:23-24: “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of [heaven’s] kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. And [the Lord’s] fame went throughout all [of] Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people [those having evil in the form of sickness—See chapter one in my first healing book.] that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and [people] which were possessed with devils [Greek text, demons], and those which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them [all].” In Christ’s ministry, healing was on a par with teaching and preaching! In fact, Matthew recorded more about the Lord healing the sick than he did about Him forgiving sins. In the majority of churches today, however, divine healing is granted either no position at all, or is actually fought against by the very preachers the Savior commanded to preach healing (Mark 16:15-18)!
Jesus Christ revealed the Father’s personal concern for human bodies by healing all those who approached Him for healing (John 6:37), whereas many theologians today claim God no longer performs such miracles, although people still need healing today just as they did in ancient times.
Still another witness on this subject is Matthew 8:16-17: “When the even[ing] was [had] come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils [demons]: and [Jesus] cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet [way back in Isaiah 53:4], saying, Himself took our [bodily] infirmities, and bare our [bodily] sicknesses.”
In Matthew 9:5-7, Christ silenced the unbelieving crowd of that day by asking: “For whether [which one] is easier, to say [to a crippled man], Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath [earthly authority] to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. And he arose, and departed to his house.” The same would silence doubters today, if they believed the Bible!
Christ continued healing bodies until the very end. “And Jesus went about all the cities and villages [just like He had done up front], teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people (Matthew 9:35).” As long as there are sick people in the world, healing will be necessary. Refer to Luke 9:11. There being more sickness in this world today than ever before, although the world has more doctors and medicine than ever before, it is evident that man’s world needs supernatural healing more than ever before!
 
Now let us search out even more astounding Scriptures concerning not only Deity’s estimation of the human body, but that of the early believers as well. Acts 4:29-30 tells us that after the apostles were warned not to preach the name of Jesus and the resurrection, they departed the Sanhedrin having been granted their first opportunity to suffer shame for the Savior’s name; then met with the other disciples and reported all that had happened to them. Upon hearing such news, the congregation immediately went to prayer. What I want you to see here is the essence of their prayer. Whereas today many Christians would ask God to turn that incident around so that countless
souls would be saved, they instead petitioned Deity: “And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants [all the believers, because Acts 4:31 informs us: “And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, [therefore, all] spake the word of God with boldness.”], that with all boldness [confidence] they may speak thy word, By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that [miraculous] signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.” They made absolutely no mention of the new birth or of forgiveness of sins in their prayer; the biblical reason being: When God’s miracles flow, most people will respond positively to such a good Savior by repenting and accepting Christ’s full salvation for the whole spirit, soul and body!
The principle shows up again in Acts chapter ten, where we find that Peter was summoned to the house of Cornelius to proclaim the good news to him, his family and friends. In verse twenty-eight the apostle started preaching, but made no mention of remission of sins until verse forty-three. Before that, Peter gave them Acts 10:38: “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.” Those people were Gentiles. It is clear that this was their initial encounter with the actual gospel message. Today’s preachers would hit them first with their need to repent and accept Deity’s forgiveness for their many sins. Peter eventually got around to that, but first he talked about God’s care for human bodies; speaking of Jesus healing the sick before mentioning forgiveness of sins! Such, of course, does not equate with today’s perverted theologies, but it did mesh well with early church views on the Savior’s care for the human body in His salvation mission!
Remember too that in Lystra Paul preached the gospel to a crowd of pagans who wanted to offer sacrifices to him and Barnabas after Paul had healed a lame man. The Greek text reports that Paul perceived the crippled man had faith to be saved, and then commanded him to jump up and walk. And the man did just that. The sick man was saved in his flesh, not (at least at first) in his spirit and soul. Of course, I am sure he did accept his full redemption eventually, but in the passage describing the events of Acts fourteen not the first mention is made of the forgiveness of sins or the new birth!
In the mouth of two or more witnesses! A fourth example is seen in the book of Acts again. That setting involved Paul, plus two-hundred-seventy-five others, comprised of captain, crew, soldiers and prisoners. They were shipwrecked on the island of Malta after weeks of experiencing stormy seas. The island was populated by not-too-cultivated inhabitants. Paul was on his way to Rome as another mere prisoner, but after accurately predicting more than one traumatic event out on the sea the centurion began to respect Paul and his advice. He allowed Paul some freedom of movement on that island, plus during the remainder of that trip to Rome. While there, Satan tried to kill Paul with a snake, but failed. The natives, being impressed with his protection from the poison, sought healing for their own ailments. Acts 28:8-9: “And the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in [to his dwelling], and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and [miraculously] healed him. So when this was done [and became known], [the] others also, which had diseases in the island, came, and were [all] healed…” It is enlightening that Luke (who penned Acts) made no mention in this passage about forgiveness of sins or the new birth. I am convinced those people did become interested in all that the gospel offered, but the biblical record reveals that Luke did not emphasize such in his church history—the book of Acts. The point is not that Deity back in those days was not interested in man’s detrimental spiritual condition, but that He was interested in man’s physical condition as well as his spirit condition! What I must bring to the church’s attention in this chapter, and indeed throughout the entire volume, is that the modern church’s strict emphasis on forgiveness of
sins has overshadowed God’s accompanying concern for the healing of the human body in His original salvation plan. Of course, we certainly cannot de-emphasize His redemption of the soul, but we must re-emphasize the healing of the body!
 
God’s care for the bodies of His people does not terminate with their initial alignment with His kingdom. It will continue throughout this age until we receive our resurrected bodies. Romans 8:11: “But if the Spirit of him [Deity] that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken [continue making life for] your mortal bodies [flesh we daily walk in] by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” Mortal means death-doomed. Although we are Christians, our bodies are not yet glorified. Therefore, we being in a world that is highly polluted (both spiritually and materially), we must have God-life on the inside to overcome those powers of death around us that are constantly trying to pollute us as well. Such is God’s promise in this Scripture passage! He proclaims that our New Covenant inheritance includes the Holy Spirit’s help in maintaining our physical health during this life. It refers not to the resurrection.
Paul expressed that reality another way in Romans 12:1, where the King James Bible Version renders Paul’s words: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that [you] present your bodies a living [healthy] sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” In my Greek/English interlinear New Testament, these words take on a new meaning because of the different punctuation. Paul is not appealing to the Roman Christians through the mercies of God, but is rather telling them that it is through the mercies of God that they can be healed so that they can then offer their bodies to God as a living (healthy) sacrifice! Since we cannot heal ourselves, it would be unfair for Deity to require of us to offer our bodies to Him as living (healthy) sacrifices. It is only through the Savior’s own sacrifice that we can have God’s healing mercies in our bodies so that we can then offer them to Him—our reasonable service!
 
First Corinthians 6:13 is quite clear about Deity’s stance on that matter. “Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord [is] for the body.” Paul plainly stated here that our Savior is for, not against, or even indifferent to, our physical bodies. In 1 Corinthians 6:15, he tells us why: “Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.” The Christian’s physical body is part of Christ’s own body; one reason our bodies are precious to Him! This passage teaches that God wants us to keep our bodies from moral defilement, but numerous other Scriptures reveal that our Lord suffered to save us from the defilement of illness as well! According to Acts 10:38, Christ went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed of the devil; which means the devil is connected to sickness. And that automatically means that sickness defiles, just as fornication does. Since both are instigated by Satan, God is against both fornication and sickness. Satan himself being the force behind both fornication and sickness, why would God be against fornication but for, or at least indifferent to, sickness in the lives of His people? Whatever Satan is for, the Godhead is against; and sickness and disease certainly fall into that category! God wants His people healthy.
Paul continued his discussion in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20: “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price [Jesus’ shed blood and broken body]: therefore glorify God
in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” The bodies of believers belong to God because Christ purchased us on the cross. Anything that threatens the Christian’s body, then, is an attack upon Deity’s own property! First Corinthians 3:16-17 makes that clear, and shows how serious it is to attack God’s property. “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God [which we know from 1 Corinthians 6:19 refers to Christian bodies], and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any [being] defile[s] the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are [including your body].” To defile Christian flesh is to taint Deity’s property. And He promised in this passage that He will destroy anybody who presumes to do so. Messing with a believer is messing with God!
 
First Corinthians 11:29-30 unveils another danger; this one for Christians themselves, warning: “For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body [both Jesus’ broken body on the cross and the Body of Christ—the church]. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep [have died prematurely].” Many Corinthian Christians were treating their Lord’s communion table frivolously, and Paul plainly told them that was the reason illness, and even premature death, prevailed among them; such proving both that God did not want them sick in body, and that they had brought such unsavory conditions upon themselves! Now, if there had been other reasons for those believers to be sick, Paul would have differentiated between those illnesses and the sicknesses they had caused. But, since Paul mentioned no other reason for them to be sick, we must conclude that their carelessness was the sole cause of their infirmities. Not discerning the Lord’s body has undesirable consequences; meaning sickness has spiritual roots and must therefore be dealt with by spiritual means alone. Jesus had taken care of their healing on the cross, but those believers were treating with contempt the very thing that would keep them healthy. Paul warned them that they would be better off to stay home than to meet together with the wrong motives.
In such cases, one’s wrong attitude will set one back rather than move one forward. Remember Ananias and Sapphira in Acts five. Also see 1 Corinthians 11:17 and 34. To enjoy divine healing, we must believe that Christ purchased it for us on the cross.
Next, let me challenge you with this: If partaking of the communion elements unworthily (in an unworthy manner) causes sickness to break out among Christians, then think about what will happen when Christians take communion with the proper attitude—rightly discerning the Lord’s body! Faith and obedience promote health among God’s people.
Consider as well this facet of truth about Deity’s care for the Christian’s body. First Corinthians 12:12 compares the Body of Christ—the church—to the believer’s physical body. “For as the [human] body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body [still]: so also is Christ.” First Corinthians twelve leaves no doubt about how God sees the importance of the human body. Christ’s church, the entire Body of Christ, is based on that model. If the human body is insignificant to Deity, then the church itself is of little importance to Deity. Moreover, if there are insignificant members in men’s bodies, then there are insignificant members in Christ’s church. Verses fifteen through twenty-six show such cannot be true. In particular, refer to verse eighteen: “But now hath God set the members [each and] every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.” That says plainly that Deity is pleased with each and every member in His church, as well as those He placed in man’s physical body. That does not mean that He is pleased with the conditions in every member at any given time, but that it was His decision to place them where they are and to give them their particular gifting in the Body of Christ. First Corinthians 12:27 sums it up well. “Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.”
Now let us focus on another aspect of the truth that God cares greatly for the human body, just as He tenderly cares for the spirit and soul. In 2 Corinthians 4:10-11, Paul made this unique observation: “Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our [living] body. For we which live are alway[s] delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.” Remember Romans 8:11? This is its scriptural counterpart. God has promised that as Christians faithfully reveal Jesus’ character in their lives, He will supply them with divine life in their physical bodies, so they can effectively serve
Him in their remaining time on earth. Also see 1 Peter 4:1-3.
 
Such life and health have been made possible because of Galatians 3:13-14, which states that “Christ hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law [which included every sickness and every plague—Deuteronomy 28:61], [having been] made a curse for us [taking our place]: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: [Christ hung on a tree, so] That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through [our believing] Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith [in Him and what He did for us there].” The human body was affected by Christ’s sacrifice just as much as were the soul and spirit; and that right now in this age, not just in the coming one!
 
Now Ephesians 1:22-23: “And [Deity] hath put all things under his [the resurrected Jesus’] feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” This passage takes us a little deeper into the significance of God’s purpose for the body—both man’s physical body and the Body of Christ. The church being Christ’s Body serves as His fullness! Jesus cannot finish His mission without us. Remember that Jesus returned to heaven and commissioned the church—His own Body—to finish the task He had begun on earth (Matthew 28:18-28; Mark 16:19-20; Acts 1:1). Such requires bodies!
Moreover, Ephesians 4:11-13 states: “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ…” Ministers live and minister in physical bodies, and minister to people who live in bodies. Christians without bodies live in heaven now. They have no effect on the earthly church. In order to contact and impact others who have physical bodies, we too must have bodies. Plus, people we impact become members of Christ’s Body on earth. They also live in bodies that need all of the benefits Jesus purchased for their bodies. Without human bodies, God’s church is going nowhere! That forever settles the question of whether Deity needs the human body and lovingly cares for it.
Going yet deeper, Ephesians 4:16 explains: “From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint [every believer living in a body] supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying of itself in love.” For the Body of Christ to be built up, each member must be built up. And since each member consists of spirit, soul and body, each church member’s body needs to be built up (healed and made whole) along with their spirit and soul. Redemption from on high ministers to the whole person! The apostle Paul taught here that each joint (body part) supplies some kind of nourishment to some other body part (both in the church and in the human body), and that Christ uses us to minister that nourishment; which means Jesus needs all of His body parts (each of us believers) to function properly. That means each of us is important. In the same way, each of our own body parts is important to both us and Deity. He created man whole, so that is the way He wants him! Christ paid the supreme price on the cross to restore all believers to physical wholeness. If we cannot function properly, then Christ is limited by our limitations. Paralyzed people cannot go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature! Neither will they lay hands on the sick and get them healed. Instead, they need somebody else to attend to their physical needs, keeping them away from the mission field. The spirit does not travel by itself. It lives in the body and tells it where to go and what to do. Thus, if the physical body is not up to par, one’s spirit will not go very far!
 
Ephesians 5:23 places this gospel truth in an even more personal light, using images of the family and home: “For the husband is the head of [his] wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the [physical] body.” This has to include the believer’s body (the body being part of the believer), which is one third of that member of Christ’s Body! Ephesians 5:27 continuing: “That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but [the church] should be
holy and without blemish [in spirit, soul and body].” The church consisting of believers’ spirits, souls and bodies, this verse has to refer to one’s body as well as his spirit and soul. Ephesians 5:29-32 makes that clear: “For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth [His flesh], even as the Lord [does] the church: For we [made up of spirit, soul and body] are members of his
body, of his
flesh, and of his bones. [Can it be any clearer than that?] For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined [to his own] wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.” According to this Scripture passage, the resurrected
Christ and the church are one in flesh. First Corinthians 6:15 says believers are one in spirit with Him. That being the case, our flesh is as much a part of Christ as are our spirit and soul; meaning that Deity cares as much about one’s body as He cares about the soul! Remember that we were bought with a price. Surely, nobody would claim Jesus bought our spirits and souls but not our bodies! Yet, religious tradition acts as though that were the case. Jesus’ sacrifice was sufficient to purchase all of me!
 
Colossians 1:18 clearly proclaims that, “[Jesus Christ] is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.” If Jesus had no body on earth, then He could
not be the head of anything on earth. Thus, Jesus could not have the preeminence on earth, according to this Scripture. That makes believers important to the Godhead. Of course, without the Lord we would be nothing and could do nothing. But, Deity has purposely chosen to use the church to carry out His mission plan. Without us, He cannot reach His own goals for the world, for us or for Himself. Read John 15:7-8, 17:20-21, Acts 1:8, 1 Corinthians 12:21, 2 Corinthians 1:20 and Ephesians 1:23.
 
The literal rendering of Colossians 2:23 reveals the harsh fact that religion has only the appearance of wisdom in its demand of severe treatment of the body, being of no genuine value against indulgence
of the flesh of any religious person. In other words, religion attempts to control human flesh by treating it with contempt and hardship, while allowing it to indulge itself in some other area not controlled by religion. That is like working with long skinny balloons people use to make balloon animals. They squeeze the balloon in one area and twist it with another to give the animal a body, legs, tail and head. Squeezing the air out of one section of the balloon,
however, will not decrease the air volume in that balloon. It merely pushes air to another area! Such is the picture Paul drew in Colossians 2:23. But, if a man’s mistreatment of his own physical body is powerless to stop fleshly indulgence, then how can anyone believe that God’s mistreatment of the human body would accomplish such a task? Suffering does not promote godliness. Many become bitter over suffering!
 
First Timothy 3:16 unveils a different facet of this topic. “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh…” Obviously, Deity thought the flesh was valuable enough to appear on this earth in it! Hebrews 10:5: “Wherefore when he [Christ] cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou [Deity] wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me
[to be a sacrifice]…” That means that God in Christ made provision for our flesh to be cleansed so it may accompany our recreated spirit. My body did not get separated from me when I was born again. Instead, I am to offer up my living, healthy body to God as a well-pleasing sacrifice (Romans 12:1). First John 4:3 states explicitly that: “…every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not [out from] God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it [the antichrist] should come; and even now already is it in the world [even back in John’s day].” To denigrate the flesh is to attack God’s redemption plan, which required that He come in the flesh. The first Christians often fought that heresy.
 
Hebrews 4:12-13 says God’s Word is a sharp instrument that is capable of dividing the soul and spirit, as well as the joints and marrow. That passage puts our flesh on an equal footing with our spirit in regard to Deity’s operations! While some theologians try to explain that away, Bible dictionaries clearly state that those words mean exactly what they say—joints and marrow—human flesh. In His dealings with man, God’s will is not bodily neglect or punishment, but blessing!
 
James 5:14-16 makes it clear that God wants our bodies well; which means Deity tenderly cares for human flesh. “Is any sick among you [believers]? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord [Jesus]: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick [believer’s body], and the Lord shall raise him up [healed]; and if he have committed sins, [even] they shall be forgiven him. Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. [Because,] The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man [a Christian] availeth much.” This is actually a command to believers! So, to claim that Jehovah-Rapha wants His people to be sick is outright blasphemy against God’s indisputable Word.
On what basis may any believer expect God to raise him up healed in body? The price Jesus Christ paid on the cross! First Peter 2:24: “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree [cross], that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose [bruise] ye were healed.” Only unbelief would challenge that healing truth!
 
First John 3:17 reveals that Deity wants His people to be supplied materially and financially as well. “But whoso hath this world’s good [things], and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, [then] how dwelleth the love of God in him?” This means that Deity is displeased if our material and financial needs go unmet! Third John 2 wholeheartedly agrees: “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” Some preachers try to explain away the financial implications of that verse, but in 1 Corinthians 16:2 Paul used the very same Greek word for prosper as did John in 3 John 2. He urged those Corinthian believers to set aside a portion of their money every week, according to how God had prospered them, so that they could financially help some other believers who were in need at the time.
 
Jesus Christ paid for prosperity too! Second Corinthians 8:9 states: “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor [on the cross], that ye through his poverty might be rich.” Deity wants believers to prosper materially and financially so that they “always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work (2 Corinthians 9:8)…” Actually, it is
selfish to accept poverty as God’s will for believers!
The same is true concerning sickness. God wants us to prosper financially and materially, and to be in good health, so that we can be blessed ourselves, and be a blessing to others!







Chapter Four
Spirit affects human flesh!
This chapter is absolutely necessary, seeing that today’s church has totally abandoned its healing heritage for this life through teaching in some cases, and in practically all cases practicing, the theological concept that all things belonging to the spirit realm are supposed to stay in the spirit realm. I have personally faced that problem many times in religious settings. My first was connected to the denomination which sent me to college to train me for ministry. In my fourth and graduating year, I was introduced to divine healing in God’s Word by some other students (not by my college professors), and began to study the subject in earnest. Being a student/ pastor of one of the churches in that denomination, I began to preach the little I had learned about divine
healing. That was a big mistake on my part. I should have become better versed in that biblical truth before going public with it. Of course, hindsight seems always to be 20-20!
Before long, my naivety plus the controversial nature of the subject I was teaching got me into trouble with some of my local denominational superiors. At first I was summoned only before one pastor. The reason: I was teaching doctrines the denomination did not believe in—that divine healing was for today just as it was in the early days of the church. That pastor raised his voice at me and gruffly asked: “Have you ever seen anybody healed?” It did not seem to matter to him what Scripture said, his stance was based entirely upon the fact that he had never seen a miraculous healing in his life. Although my wife had been instantaneously healed when I laid hands on her, when that man scowled at me I instantly forgot everything I had ever learned about divine healing! Of course, that was both his and the devil’s intention. When in my naivety I continued to quote Scripture anyway, the man growled at me: “Now see here, I am not going to put up with this insubordination!” Again, it did not matter what Deity’s Word said. My disagreement with him was the focal point.
Well, neither the pastor nor I would budge from our firm position (not that I was that brave; just young and naive), so we terminated that meeting and I left. You can imagine that I left his office quite shaken that day. But, the seed of God’s Word had been planted deep inside me and I would not let it go. Of course, that incident did slow down my progress.
Later, I was called before what my wife and I termed the Sanhedrin. That time I took my wife with me. I am certainly glad I did, because she would have doubted my report of the things they said had she not heard them with her own ears. There were about three older pastors and one woman elder. Of course, my quote of a few healing Scriptures started the ball rolling. Yet, the primary contention was that I could not consciously sign a paper agreeing to some church doctrines which differed from the Word of God in order to be ordained with that denomination. There were a few items on their list that I was concerned about. To my surprise, one of the well-respected ministers informed me that one could just be too honest! In other words, if I would lie about my true position I would be ordained and have opportunity to preach in their churches. He did not agree with all of their denominational beliefs either, but said he did in order to get ordained. After that, I began again to quote healing Scriptures, and the war was on again. Finally, that woman elder offered me another piece of advice. She said that she had one aunt who used to read the Bible all the time and went crazy. Thus, the sum of advice I was offered that day was two-fold: Dishonesty could be a positive thing, and too much Bible study could become a snare. In their estimation, loyalty to certain denominational creeds was preferable to being loyal to the very Word of God! That experience created a rift between me and that church denomination that has never been healed. Yet, I am open!
I said all of that so you will better understand what I am about to present concerning the difference between religious doctrine and scriptural truth. The two incidents I just related transpired in the mid 1970s. Only a few years ago, I passed by that very same church building and noticed the message on the marquis in the churchyard, stating: “Faith concerns only our relationship with God, not our circumstances.” In other words, because faith is of a spiritual nature it is meant to be
effective only in the spirit realm!
In no manner will faith affect our circumstances in this natural world; things like our health and finances. That was the clear implication.
The first thought that occurred to me when I beheld that sign was how well that one statement summed up the belief of almost every traditional denomination. Across the board, so to speak, in the traditional religious mind spiritual power affects only the spirit of man. We cannot count on spiritual forces helping us in our physical or financial troubles. Were God to do something like that occasionally, it would be only an indication that He was flexing His sovereignty muscles to remind us that He is still in control. That is all!
My very next heartfelt response to the religious message on that marquis was to cry out in my inner man, “Have you never read Hebrews chapter eleven?” Preachers must agree that faith is a spiritual substance (Hebrews 11:1). According to John 6:63, God’s words are spirit and life; and since faith comes by hearing Deity’s Word (Romans 10:17), faith has to be spiritual by nature! Hebrews chapter eleven lists a host of things faith accomplished in this natural realm back in Old Testament days. A few examples are: Sarah birthing a baby long after menopause; Moses splitting the Red Sea to make a path for Israel, while drowning the entire Egyptian army; pulling down the Jericho walls; believers besting sword and lion; and the dead being raised up; all through the spiritual substance called faith. Holy Spirit power breaking into this natural world affected a whole lot of flesh!
 
One Scripture passage used to bolster the cowardly idea that spiritual substance affects only the spirit is Ephesians 1:3; Paul declaring: “God…hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ…” Taken alone, that verse seems to suggest that we should expect only spiritual
blessings from on high. Such blessings would not affect our physical bodies. However, if those traditionalists were to be consistent with their arguments they should only expect to receive those spiritual benefits after they arrive in heaven, because that verse also says those spiritual blessings are in heavenly places; not on this planet. That would make them untouchable during this age. Of course, religious people are never consistent with Scripture. They only search until they discover what seems to vindicate what they already want to believe, and stop there. Taking those arguments out to their logical scriptural conclusions, you will find inconsistencies in abundance. Spiritual blessings affect the body as well as the soul, and that right now, not just in the future! Look at 2 Corinthians 6:2, 1 Timothy 4:8 and 2 Peter 1:3.
 
I will later explain that concept in greater detail, but for now suffice it to say that the term spiritual
blessings implies neither that they are confined to some spirit realm, nor that they are presently inaccessible. It simply signifies that such blessings originate in the realm of the spirit, and derive their power from thence. Such blessings park in our inner being, but most of the time affect us bodily and materially as well.
 
The only way I know to handle this subject is to consult a broad array of Scripture passages that will settle the issue once and for all. John 4:24 establishes the fact that Deity is Spirit. But, Genesis 1:1 says: “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” I think we can all agree that the earth at least is made of material substance. Of course, the heavens—consisting of stars, planets, etc.—are material as well. Yet, Deity (Who is Spirit) created all such substance by His own spiritual power. Genesis 2:7 then tells us that after God had created the dust He “formed man of the dust of the ground.” So, not only did God create all material substance, He then worked with it to form from it what He wanted it to be. Thus, right up front in Scripture we find Deity affecting this natural sphere by spiritual power. And that system has worked the same ever since! As we have already discovered, God also operated on Adam’s material body and made from it another human being. God made woman and then united her back to man by spiritual power. See Genesis 2:21-22.
Remember, we are discussing in this book the subject of divine healing, and in this chapter the dynamic reality that spirit affects things in the natural realm as well as things in the spirit realm. Just a few weeks back I noticed a message on another church marquis in the churchyard of yet another church building of a different denomination. Their message: “Spiritually sick? Try Jesus’ universal health care plan!” If you were physically ill, what encouragement would you take from that message? None! It unmistakably teaches that God deals exclusively with man’s broken spirit. Such mentality offers absolutely no comfort to hurting bodies. It is obvious, then, that that particular denomination does not believe in divine healing. According to them, Deity heals only hurting spirits. If you have physical problems, go to the doctor!
 
Ironically, those same religious people obviously believe that negative spiritual power affects flesh! When discussing some tragic event such as the loss of limb in an automobile crash they say it was Deity’s sovereign will that allowed that tragedy to happen. According to them, bad things can occur to the flesh now as a result of God’s sovereignty, but bodily benefits should not be expected until one arrives in heaven. What hypocrisy! Blaming God’s sovereignty for physical and financial misfortune is nothing more than a religious excuse for not fighting the good fight of faith. Such teaching is an attempt by cowardly preachers to avoid the embarrassment of seemingly unanswered prayers, while the devil uses their unbelief to continue stealing, killing and destroying.
 
Well, destructive spiritual power does have the ability to manifest in this natural realm. It happens all the time. Look at Genesis 3:16, which reports the result of Eve’s sin: “Unto the woman [God] said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children…” Remember, God is Spirit (John 4:24); His words being spirit as well (John 6:63). His pronouncement of judgment on Eve was spiritual power released on earth to produce a negative result because of sin. Sin is a negative spiritual response to God, and therefore demands a negative spiritual reward. So, “…unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life (Genesis 3:17)…” Adam suffered in the flesh just as Eve did because of his rebellion. However, these were examples of God’s judgment for sin, not random acts of His sovereignty. God also rewards good behavior with physical, material and financial blessings in this life. Many scriptural examples of such will be included in this chapter. However, I will demonstrate both sides of the principle as we traverse both Old and New Testaments.
 
Look at Genesis 20:17, which informs us that “Abraham prayed unto God: and God healed Abimelech, and his wife, and his maidservants; and they bare children.” Here, we see spiritual power positively affecting the flesh of those people. Verse eighteen states why Abraham’s prayer was necessary: “…the LORD had fast closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelech, because of Sarah Abraham’s wife.” Abraham’s blunder caused Deity’s judgment to fall upon those heathen people. Therefore, in that one passage we behold on the one hand God’s judgment negatively affecting people’s physical bodies, and on the other hand God restoring them to health in His mercy; both being manifested in the same bodies.
 
We see the negative side again in 2 Chronicles 16:12-13, where we learn that, “[King] Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign [as one of Judah’s better kings] was diseased in his feet, until his disease [had become] exceeding great: yet in his disease he sought not to the LORD [Jehovah-Rapha—The Healer], but to the physicians [who could not heal]. And Asa slept with his fathers, and died…” The preceding verses reveal that after Asa had instituted some needed reforms in Judah he backslid and actually began to persecute some of the people and prophets. Asa’s miserable foot disease, then, was obviously God’s punishment for disobedience, not some arbitrary act to prove His sovereignty.
 
Job 2:7 is still another negative example: “So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD [Who, remember, is the Healer], and smote Job with sore boils [the exact opposite of physical healing] from the sole of his foot unto his crown.” I have heard devout preachers claim that was an act of God’s sovereignty in Job’s life. If you can read English you should know better than that. It was the devil who put those sores on Job. We are told so in plain English! In Job 1:12 and 2:6, God informed the devil that Job was in his power, and not a few preachers claim that meant God deliberately put Job in Satan’s hands. However, such an act on Deity’s part would constitute Him
untrustworthy. Had not God Himself put that protection around Job? And, was He now for some arbitrary reason removing the hedge? Job 3:25 informs us it was Job himself who opened the door for the devil to invade first his property, then his family, and finally his own physical body. “For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me.” Job opened the door to Satan through his fears! Actually, God in His mercy spared Job from what Satan really wanted to do to him. He informed the devil in Job 1:12 and 2:6 that he could not go beyond certain limits, although Job had swung wide open the door of his life to his enemy. Job 42:10 shows us Deity’s attitude toward that repentant man: “And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.” Spiritual power healed Job’s body and restored all of his possessions. He did not have to wait until he got to heaven to receive his blessings in his flesh, family or finances. If the devil, who is a spirit (destroyer of flesh—1 Corinthians 5:5), touches flesh with sickness, then why not believe that Deity, Who is Spirit (John 4:24), will touch our physical bodies with healing and health even now on this side of heaven?
 
Psalms 33:6 concurs with Genesis 1:1: “By the [spiritual] word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them [galaxies, stars and planets] by the breath [spirit] of his mouth.” Hebrews 11:3 gives extra details: “Through faith [which is obviously spiritual in nature] we understand that the worlds [ages] were framed by the [spiritual] word of God, so that things which are seen [in nature] were not made of [from] things which do appear.” John 1:3 agrees: “All things were made by him [the pre-incarnate Messiah]; and without him was not any thing made that was made.” We find out in John 1:14 that Being was the spiritual Word of God—Jesus. “And [that] Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” Spiritual power created the universe and all in it. That means spiritual power is greater than the material it created. Mark 13:31 makes such reality undeniably evident, reporting that: “Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.” Luke 21:33 says the very same. Created things shall pass away (at least change form), but the spiritual power that created them will abide forever. Therefore, if Deity’s Word created all material things, it can certainly affect the condition of things during this age; according to the principles Deity laid down back in the beginning, not as some capricious act of sovereignty.
 
Now let us follow a string of Scriptures which emphasize the positive effects of God’s Word on human bodies. Psalms 34:7: “The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them [from every threatening predicament, including sickness].” Psalms 41:3 specifically mentions sickness, promising him who trusts in Deity: “The LORD [Jehovah-Rapha] will strengthen [the sick man] upon the bed of languishing: thou wilt make [overturn] all his bed in his sickness.” That means He will overturn the condition of sickness for people who trust in Jehovah-Rapha! Psalms 103:2-3 leaves no doubt that Deity affects flesh for the good. “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; [and] who healeth all thy diseases…” This passage states plainly that God takes away every disease which adversely affects human bodies! Psalms
105:37 mentions financial provisions in addition to healing. “He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes.” Psalms 107: 20 also states: “[Deity] sent his [spiritual] word, and healed them [in body], and delivered them from their destructions.”
 
Psalms 116:12-14 gives instructions on how we ought to respond to God’s many blessings: “What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me? I will take the cup of salvation [which includes healing for our bodies], and call upon the name of the LORD. [Moreover,] I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people.” Such tells me that we honor God by thankfully receiving all of His blessings. To reject such benefits for any reason is to throw contempt in the very face of the Almighty! Take my word for it; you definitely do not want to be guilty of that!
 
Another string of Scripture passages showing that Deity effects bodily healing in this lifetime: Proverbs 3:7-8 states: “Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.” It is clear here that our cooperation with God brings healing to our physical bodies while we live on this planet! Theologians have either denied the physical nature of those promises, or have simply ignored their implications over the centuries. Deity not only can but wants to heal our physical bodies, and keep them in good health. God does not require us to await our entrance into heaven to enjoy health.
 
But, how does divine healing reach our bodies? Through spiritual power working in our spirits! Proverbs 4:20-23: “My son, attend to my [spiritual] words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. For they [my words] are life unto those [who] find them, and health to all their flesh. Keep thy heart [spirit] with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” God, Who is Spirit, injects His spiritual words into our recreated spirits and uses them to transfer His life into our bodies! Proverbs 14:30 makes that reality abundantly clear. “A sound [healed] heart [or spirit] is the life of the flesh: but [spiritual] envy the rottenness of the [literal] bones.” That is as clear as it gets! Yet, preachers have for centuries ignored the fact that God wants to heal His faithful people, and that He does it through spiritual power. Therefore, they continue to preach unbelief to the church, and then dare to get angry when someone challenges their faithless doctrines.
 
More Scripture passages along the same lines: Proverbs 16:24 says: “Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the [literal] bones.” Proverbs 17:22 is one more positive example: “A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.” The literal Hebrew actually says that a merry heart (spirit) is a healing!
Still another is Proverbs 18:14: “The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who can bear?” This is one more testimony that health for our bodies comes through our spirits. If your spirit is not well, then your body will suffer eventually. So is the reverse true. A healthy spirit will inject heavenly health into your flesh. A well spirit, of course, is one that not only is in right relationship with God, but one that knows and believes God through Christ healed our bodies on the cross when He took away our sins.
 
Three final Old Covenant Scripture examples drive home the point that spirit affects flesh in major ways. Isaiah 31:3: “Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses [are] flesh, and not spirit. When the LORD shall stretch out his [spiritual] hand, both he that helpeth [in military battle] shall fall, and he that is holpen shall fall down, and they all shall fail together [depending only on their fleshly strength].” Jeremiah 1:10 offers added insight into such reality: “I have this day set thee [the prophet Jeremiah] over the [heathen] nations and over the [Gentile] kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.” Jeremiah possessed no sword or shield, no horse or armor. He was merely a prophet having only the power of prophecy. Yet, through his godly prophecy Jeremiah changed the course of history of succeeding generations. His spiritual words greatly impacted a lot of flesh around the world! And finally, let us look at Zechariah 4:6: “This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” The big message of this verse is that God works not through natural strength and ability, but through spiritual power. God achieves all of His purposes through the workings of the Holy Spirit. Such would automatically include healing of the human body.
 
What better New Testament Scripture to begin with than Matthew 1:18, which reports that, “…Mary…was found with child of the Holy Ghost.” Mary, a human being—flesh—was pregnant with a human being—flesh—Christ our Lord. And, she was in a motherly way through an act of the Holy Spirit! Of course, Deity did not force such a condition upon her by some arbitrary action, but in response to her free will.
Matthew 8:8 presents still another case of spirit affecting flesh in a beneficial way. “The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof [since I am a Gentile—a man outside the covenant]: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.” Well, his servant was healed in body by faith and Christ’s words! Remember, Jesus’ words are both spirit and life (John 6:63). Once again, spirit power affected a man’s flesh!
In Matthew 12:28, Christ further proved that principle: “…if I cast out devils [demons] by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.” Demons are evil spirits, but they cause physical infirmities. When Christ cast them out, whatever illnesses they had inflicted upon their victims left with the demons; and all
by means of God’s Holy Spirit! Jesus also said such activity indicates that God’s kingdom has come. Thus, healing is a characteristic of God’s kingdom!
 
Matthew 12:35 says in no uncertain terms: “A good man out of the good treasure of [his] heart [spirit] bringeth forth [into this natural realm] good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure [of his spirit] bringeth forth evil things.” In Matthew 21:21, we discover a perfect example of that truth: “Jesus…said…If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree [use words to make it wither away], but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.” Christ spoke of a literal tree and mountain, and said that believers can use spiritual words to affect such natural objects. So, if words (coming from our recreated spirits) will affect wood and stone, then our words will heal our bodies!
Mark 10:52 is one case in point: “…Jesus said unto him [a blind man], Go thy way; thy faith [which, remember, is a spiritual substance, which comes by hearing God’s spiritual words] hath made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight…” That man expressed his desire to Jesus, Who in response spoke words back to him that healed his body.
 
In John 10:10, Jesus told us: “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy [affecting spirit, soul and body]: I [in contrast] am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly [in spirit, soul and body].” Surely, we can agree that Jesus came to reverse every evil the devil had done. Did the devil’s deeds not affect man’s flesh as well as his spirit? Of course they did! Look at John 17:2. There, the Lord said to the Father: “As thou hast given him [Jesus Christ] power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.” Notice, Jesus said He had been given authority over all flesh to give eternal life to the repentant ones. Our Savior healed broken bodies everywhere He ministered. Human bodies, therefore, are recipients of God-life, just like human spirits are.
 
Acts 3:16 tells of the first example of spirit power healing flesh in the book of Acts: “And [Jesus’] name through faith in his name hath made this man strong [in body], whom ye see and know: yea, the [spiritual] faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness [wholeness in his body]…” When the apostles were arrested for performing that healing miracle, upon being released they petitioned God to give His servants boldness to preach by Him “…stretching forth thine hand to heal [physical bodies]; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of…Jesus (Acts 4:30).” Well, Deity answered their prayer, for Acts 5:12 reports that signs and wonders were performed through the apostles’ hands. God’s hand was the Holy Spirit healing through their hands! Back in those days, a lot of human flesh was affected by spirit!
 
And check this out. Talk about spirit affecting flesh! The spiritual power of God still affects inanimate objects as well! Acts 5:19-20 shows that even prison walls (made of earthly material) cannot hold prisoner Deity’s people when spiritual power is released upon earth: “The angel of the Lord [which was a spirit being] by night opened the prison doors [which were constructed out of iron], and brought them forth, and [commanded them to], Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the [spiritual] words of this life.” That incident was an actual demonstration that the spiritual words which they spoke to people would affect them physically.
Acts 16:26 reports another example of that gospel truth. Only in this case, the apostle Paul was the prisoner affected by spiritual power from on high. “And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the [material]
prison were shaken [by an earthquake, which was achieved by spiritual power, which was released in response to Paul’s prayer of thanksgiving]: and immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bands were loosed.” Of course, such miracles were (and are) not performed
merely for the sake of appearance. They were all connected to people carrying out God’s plan to minister the gospel to every creature. You will remember that in Paul’s case a new church was started in the city of Philippi. The devil tried to shut him up by locking him up in prison, but Satan’s plot was thwarted, and God’s work advanced, through that miracle of deliverance.
 
A totally different kind of spiritual miracle affecting flesh was recorded in Acts 8:39-40: Philip baptized the Ethiopian eunuch; “And when they were come up out of the water, the [Holy] Spirit of the Lord caught away [transported] Philip [to another locality], that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found [in body] at Azotus: and [back in this natural realm] passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.” Thus, it is obvious that miracles are not to replace all of our natural activities. They do assure us that we will be able to achieve all that God has commanded us to do. Satan uses whatever he can find to hinder our Christian life and ministry, so we can certainly depend on God to supply whatever we need to fulfill our calling; sending spiritual miracles that affect our flesh, and even inanimate objects, when necessary!
 
(Some readers may think it tedious and redundant to go through so many biblical examples just to prove this point. However, I know that if you will read on patiently, plus with an open mind and heart, you will discover after a while that your mind is actually being renewed to the scriptural truth I am presenting in this chapter. So, let us continue!)
 
Acts 14:9-10 records still another case of spiritual power affecting flesh: “[A grown man who had never walked] heard Paul speak [spiritual words]: [And Paul] stedfastly beholding him [the lame man], and perceiving that he had [spiritual] faith [which comes by hearing Deity’s spirit words—Romans 10:17] to be healed [The Greek text actually uses soozoo, the word meaning to be saved in spirit, soul or body.], Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And [the lame man] leaped and walked.” Thus, faith, a spiritual substance, was gained through hearing the spiritual words Paul preached. By acting on those spiritual words, a lame man was healed in his body. Again, spirit power affected a man’s flesh!
 
You can see that biblical principle in Romans 8:11: “But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, [God] that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken [make life for] your
mortal bodies by his [Holy] Spirit that dwelleth in you.” How can the case be any clearer? The apostle was not talking about the resurrection. Mortal flesh is what we dwell in now. Both here and in other Scriptures, Deity has promised that He will constantly inject spiritual God-life into our physical bodies, until we finish our course and go home (if we believe that portion of the gospel).
That biblical truth is brought out again in Romans 8:26, which says: “…the [Holy] Spirit also helpeth [literally, takes hold together with us against] our infirmities [including our sicknesses]: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the [Holy] Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” This is not talking about interceding for other people regarding their problems, but for our own infirmities. We may have symptoms but not know what our physical problems are, or how to pray about them. But, the Holy Spirit knows exactly what our problems are, and exactly how to pray about them! Thus, He helps us against whatever attacks our bodies. Spirit affects flesh!
 
Romans 10:8-10 explains how God’s system works: “The [spiritual] word is [near] thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart [spirit]: that is, the word of faith [which is spiritual], which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart [spirit] that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved [in your spirit, soul and body]. For with the heart [spirit,
a] man believeth unto righteousness [in spirit, soul and body]; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation [in spirit, soul and body].” My first healing book proves beyond doubt that salvation includes supernatural
healing of the body.
Romans 12:1 adds to our understanding of the principle that spiritual power saves human flesh. There, Paul said: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that [you] present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” In the gospels, we often find Christ lavishing His compassion (mercy) upon the sick multitudes by healing their bodies. The mercies of God, therefore, have to include health for human flesh; the only way we can offer our bodies a living sacrifice to God! In my Greek/English Interlinear New Testament, I found that the punctuation utilized gives this passage a whole different meaning. It should read: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, that by the mercies of God you present your bodies a living sacrifice to God…” Paul was not using the mercies of God to coax those Roman believers. He was urging them to use the mercies of God to obtain health so they could then offer to God their bodies as living (healthy) sacrifices; not half-dead ones. In frequent cases, a change of punctuation can totally alter the meaning of a Scripture passage. Such changes will naturally result in changing our theology; alterations Satan and many theologians desperately try to avoid.
How could we possibly offer to Deity our bodies as living sacrifices without Him healing them first? Can anyone heal him or herself? Or, can Paul’s demand be met only by those who happen to be healthy already? It would be most unfair for Deity to demand such a thing of us, because we cannot heal ourselves. Moreover, it is obvious that a living sacrifice would be offering the services of our healthy body. Leviticus reveals how God looks upon offering sick sacrifices on His altar! Sick Christian bodies make no better sacrifices than sick animals did in those olden days.
In 1 Corinthians 1:29, we get a glimpse of God’s attitude toward those whose attitude is that of independence—those who think they do not need God. If we could heal ourselves, then we might be lifted up in pride and arrogance when we offered our bodies as living sacrifices to Him. But, Paul said “That no flesh should glory in his presence.” If we look unto God to heal our bodies, we can thankfully offer them to Him in His gospel service without being lifted up in pride! That is the only view of Paul’s meaning in this passage that makes any biblical sense. God helps us to serve Him by healing us.
Paul’s preaching was consistent with his communication in Romans 12:1. Romans 15:19 makes that clear: “Through mighty [manifest] signs and [healings and other] wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and [a]round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.” Without miracles of spirit affecting flesh, the gospel has not been fully preached!
Paul confirmed that truth again in 1 Corinthians 2:4-5: “And my speech and my preaching [were] not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of [miracle-working] power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God [which works in human bodies as well as in human spirits].”
 
Deity’s spiritual power starts out in the spirit realm, but is then communicated to our spirits, which in turn manifest them in our outward circumstances, which include healing in our bodies. First Corinthians 2:12 clearly states: “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world [strife, confusion and unbelief], but the spirit which is of God; that we might [come to] know [all of] the things that are freely given to us of God.” The Holy Spirit leads us into all scriptural truth so we can walk in and enjoy all that God has given us. Look at John 16:13. Only dedicated Christians have access to such reality, because, “…the natural [unsaved] man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they [God’s things] are spiritually discerned [understood] (1 Corinthians 2:14).” The same may be said about religious people, because they operate by natural understanding just as lost people do. The faithful have advantages the merely religious do not. One is recorded in 1 Corinthians 2:15, which tells us: “…he that is spiritual [makes his decisions based on God’s Word and the leading of the Holy Spirit] judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.” The biblical reason for this is found in 1 Corinthians 2:16: “…who hath known the [spiritual] mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him [God Himself]? But we have the [spiritually-oriented] mind of Christ.” Of course, as we have observed time and again in Scripture, things in the spirit realm have in their sights the physical bodies of God’s people, just as much as they do human spirits!
First Corinthians 4:20 puts the case in a gospel nutshell: “…the kingdom of God is not in word [only], but in power.” That obviously means miracle-working power. And miracles manifest in this natural, physical realm!
 
Another Scripture passage that reveals the negative side of the issue is 1 Corinthians 5:5, where Paul told Christians in Corinth “To deliver [a man living in open sexual sin] unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” Now, sin is spiritual in nature, but it manifests itself in human flesh! Paul told the believers to turn that man over to Satan, who would torture his flesh in brutal ways. Hopefully, the sheer trauma of that experience would bring that man to his spiritual senses and cause him to repent and get his life straightened out. Well, if Satan touches flesh with pain and destruction, Deity both can and will touch repentant people with physical healing! Spirit affects flesh in both negative and positive ways.
 
Why should we not expect such? First Corinthians 6:15 asks: Since Christian “bodies are the members of Christ…, shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.” We realize that harlotry is connected to Satan; one reason we should refrain from it so vehemently. But, are we not also aware that Satan is the culprit behind all sickness as well? Then, neither should we tolerate satanically induced sickness in our bodies! If Satan affects our flesh painfully when we ignorantly or otherwise allow him, then surely God will minister healing to our flesh if we believe that He provided our healing on the cross. But, not only did He provide bodily healing for us, He took action to make healing a reality in our lives. First Corinthians 6:20 states: “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” Now that we believers belong to God because of the price Christ paid for us on the cross, we can be sure that Deity is looking out for our physical well-being. We are now His property!
 
A combination of positive and negative forces in the lives of believers can be seen in 1 Corinthians 11:29-30: “For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body [either the church or what Jesus did for us in His physical body on the cross]. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep [have died prematurely].” The believers in Corinth were treating the communion frivolously, putting themselves under God’s judgment; which was affecting their bodies with sickness and early death. Knowing sickness is the devil’s specialty, it is obvious that God had turned them over to Satan for the destruction of their flesh,
as happened to the man in
1 Corinthians 5:5. Now, if treating carelessly Christ’s body (His church and His sacrifice) invites sickness and death into our lives, then correctly discerning His body should promote healing and health in our flesh!
We can see that again in 2 Corinthians 4:10-11: “Always bearing about in [our physical bodies] the dying of the Lord Jesus [identified with Him], that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live [in Christ] are alway[s] delivered unto [the constant threat of physical] death for Jesus’ sake, [so] that the [resurrection] life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.” Serving Christ makes demands on our flesh (including persecution), but as we make those sacrifices Deity infuses spiritual life into us so we may fulfill our calling and ministry on earth. Such God-life is guaranteed by the Lord’s shed blood!
 
Galatians 3:5 makes it clear that God wants to continue to work all kinds of miracles in our lives. “He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you [Christians in Galatia and elsewhere], doeth he it by the works of the law [which are restricted to this natural realm], or by the hearing of [a spiritual substance known as] faith?” Both faith and the resulting miracles are spiritual in nature, but they manifest in our physical bodies, finances, etc.
 
Check out this truth as well: Ephesians 3:20: “Now unto him [God] that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the [spiritual] power that worketh in us…” Now, we think about things we need in the natural realm as well as those in the spirit realm; and Paul said that God is able to manifest such things in our lives by means of spiritual power. In every way spirit affects flesh!
Now, let us get down to the nitty-gritty substance of this issue. Ephesians 5:23 declares: “…the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the [Christian’s] body.” Verses twenty-nine through thirty-two prove Paul was referring to man’s fleshly body. First Corinthians 6:15 declares in no uncertain terms that Christians’ bodies are just as much members of Christ’s Body as are their spirits! Such scriptural reality forces us to acknowledge that spiritual salvation was meant to affect the flesh of us believers just as much as it does our spirits.
 
Of course, walking in divine health is part of fighting the good fight of faith. Our bodies will not get glorified until our Lord comes again. For now, we must lay hold on eternal life for both spirit and flesh. Paul, in Philippians 3:21, said that Jesus will someday “…change our vile body [which means it is still capable of getting sick], that it may be fashioned like unto his [resurrected] body [that cannot possibly get sick or die], according to the [spiritual] working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself [by His resurrection power].” After that transformation our new bodies can never get sick, but now we have to exercise faith to stay well.
 
Philippians 4:19 also tells us that “…God [Who is Spirit] shall supply all your [material and financial] need according to his riches in glory [the spirit realm] by Christ Jesus.” So, in every case spirit power manifests blessings in this life. In fact we are told exactly that in 1 Timothy 4:8, where we find that “…bodily exercise profiteth [a] little [while and in a little way]: but [spiritual] godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” Second Peter 1:3 says the very same: “…his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto [this] life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue…” Spirit affects our flesh!
 
Hebrews 4:12 reveals how that biblical principle works: “For the word of God is quick [living], and powerful [active; energetic], and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder [separation] of soul and spirit, and of the [bodily] joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” This passage proves beyond doubt that spirit affects flesh as well as spirit! Deity did not restrict Himself to the spirit realm like religion has. God’s Word, which is spirit (John 6:63), works in every area where it is applied. However, gutless religion has convinced countless Christians to not apply God’s Word in the natural realm; except on the moral side. Religion does not mind that. Nor does the devil! Good moral (but still lost) people die and go to hell every day. Even good Christian people die ignoble deaths by cancer and other diseases because of unbelief.
 
Hebrews 11:1 is another indisputable Scripture passage. “…faith is the [spiritual] substance of [all] things hoped for… [the spiritual] evidence of [material, financial and physical] things not
seen [as yet with the physical eye].” James 1:6-7 also talks about obtaining what we need and desire through faith, saying: “…let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.” But he says to wavering believers: “...let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord [in either the spiritual or physical realm].” James 5:14-15 applies that principle to the flesh realm. “Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.” James here applies faith (a spiritual substance) to both the healing of the body and forgiveness of sins. Verse sixteen continues: “Confess your faults one to another, and pray [an act of our spirit] one for another, that ye may be healed [in body].”
 
First Peter 2:24 proclaims: “…by whose [Christ’s] stripes [bruise] ye were
[bodily] healed.” That was the fulfillment of Isaiah 53:5, which says of Jesus Christ: “…he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: [In the same sacrifice] the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes [bruise] we are [bodily] healed.”
 
This chapter has provided a superabundance of biblical evidence that spiritual power affects our flesh just as much as it does our spirit. Let us use our intelligence (and faith), then, to take full advantage of such healing truth!







Chapter Five
The forgiveness/healing connection
In this chapter, I will shine the scriptural light on one of the greatest deceptions of religious tradition. The preceding material was our springboard into this enlightening chapter. Akin to the concept that spirit only affects spirit is the claim that Jesus Christ came only to forgive sins; certainly not to heal bodies. That religious concept has been extracted from Scriptures that talk about the forgiveness of sins, as though that were the limit of Deity’s redemption plan. Since certain passages mention only the forgiveness of man’s sins and not the saving of bodies, it is assumed that bodily healing is not therefore included in Christ’s sacrifice or plan of salvation. However, we will learn how Scripture sings a different tune.
 
The key to unraveling this dilemma is to understand the reality that the forgiveness of sins deals with physical ills as well. Throughout the Bible, we find the two naturally placed together just the way they should be. In the religious realm, however, the two have been unnaturally separated from one another, suggesting that forgiveness is a central doctrine of Scripture while physical healing is at best an add-on benefit for those who happen to have such a level of faith. It is rare, and it should not be expected as part of the New Covenant. That is one of the biggest and most destructive lies the devil has ever sold the church. And the church, for the most part, has bought it hook, line and sinker, as the old saying goes.
In my ministry of teaching, I have often been designated a Genesis-to-Revelation man. I consider that a compliment, because it means that I search out the entire Bible message on those topics I teach. My presentations are not exhaustive, but broadly representative of the overall scriptural message. Therefore, let us begin in Genesis to learn God’s view of this most misunderstood biblical reality. In Genesis 2:16-17, we have the very first case of that vital truth in seed form: “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat [without penalty]: But of the [fruit of the] tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” The literal Hebrew states it: “dying you will die.” Most English versions hide the reality that the wording in Hebrew indicates two deaths—one in the present and the other in the future: “Dying on the day you sin, you shall die another death later on.” The first death was obviously Adam being spiritually separated from the Creator
through sin. The following kind of death would be spiritual death catching up with man’s body and causing it to die—the dead spirit being separated from man’s body, causing it to fall lifelessly to the earth, from which Adam came (Genesis 3:19). Disobedience (sin) would eventually result in physical death claiming the body. Sin, then, was
connected to death right from the start! Death began in man’s spirit, setting into motion the process of physical dissolution—sickness, disease, etc. All of man’s maladies came about as a result of his spiritual act of sin.
You can see that scriptural principle as early as Genesis 3:16: “Unto the woman [God] said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children…” That was Eve’s punishment due to sin; affecting her in spirit and flesh. Adam got his too! Genesis 3:17: “And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the [very] tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life…” Of course, that curse fell on everyone, not just Adam. The truth I am putting forth here is that man’s sin brought into play not only a spiritual death in his inner man; it set into motion every curse that affects flesh as well as spirit. Sickness, poverty, etc. is closely connected to sin.
The related reality believers have missed for centuries is that because sin opened the door to the curses of sickness, poverty, etc., then Deity’s salvation plan dealt with all those curses as well. Because sickness accompanied sin, salvation must embrace healing of sickness as well as the forgiveness of sins! Take away the sin and you take away all the curses that came about by sin. Sickness could not invade this earth until sin came in. Therefore, God could not take away man’s sin without removing those curses that showed up with the sin. Jesus paid the very same price at the very same time to take away the curses resulting from sin as He did to remove the sins themselves. Both sin and curses came together, so they had to be taken away together in Christ’s sacrifice!
My foregoing statements are thought-provoking evidence for the case I present in this chapter, but logical arguments alone are not sufficient to convince the majority of believers of this most vital biblical truth. I therefore turn to Scripture for substantial proof that sin is so closely connected to the curses that our Savior could not take away our sins without removing the accompanying curses as well. And when those curses are taken away, physical bodies are affected by such blessings. An example of this occurred even before man was expelled from Eden. Adam’s sin stripped him of Deity’s glory (Romans 3:23) and exposed his resulting nakedness (which affected his body as well as his spirit). Genesis 3:21 is God’s first installment of His redemption plan; it taking place right in Eden’s Paradise. “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.” Why did Deity cloth them? To cover their nakedness! Why were they naked? Because of sin! Was their nakedness in their spirits only, or were their bodies naked as well? It is obvious that sin had affected man’s body as well as his spirit. Therefore, when God initiated His salvation plan it affected man’s body as well as his spirit. From the earliest times to the present, Deity’s redemption plan has included the outer man as well as the inner man. Blood was shed for both spirit and body!
In Genesis chapter three, we saw that sin affected man’s material and financial welfare as well as his spirit and body, so we should expect God’s salvation to deal with those parts of his dilemma as well. Genesis 14:22-23 gives us a glimpse of that truth. “And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have [raised] mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet [from you], and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich…” Long after Adam’s sin had brought into the world the curse of poverty, most people were eking out a bare existence from the cursed earth. Abram, however, was trusting Deity alone to bless him materially and financially. Of course, such blessings were part and parcel of the Lord’s redemption plan. Abram was looking to what God’s Messiah would someday do to pay for such blessings. Read Hebrews 11:13. Because those Old Testament saints trusted in what Jesus would do in the future, they enjoyed certain blessings He purchased for them on the cross. See how Romans 3:25 and Hebrews 9:15 confirm that biblical reality.
 
Exodus 12:7-8 in conjunction with Psalms 105:37 gives the complete picture of God’s redemption; covering material and financial needs as well as spiritual and physical needs. “And they shall take of the blood [of the Passover lamb], and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. And they shall eat the flesh [of the Passover lamb—foreshadowing Jesus’ sacrifice] in that night, roast[ed] with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.” That blood foreshadowed Christ cleansing us from our sins, whereas the eating of the lamb’s flesh represented Christ’s broken body which healed our flesh, which had been broken by
illness. Psalms 105:37 records some of the results of Israel’s actions on that night: “He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes.” This passage deals with man’s physical, material and financial needs. All of that points to what our Savior did for us on the cross. He remedied all human woes by His one sacrifice there!
 
God never heals by some arbitrary act of His sovereignty, but rather operates on the basis of an established covenant. The Old Testament made provision for healing of the people under the covenant. Exodus 15:26: “…If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give [an obedient] ear to [all of] his commandments, and keep all his statutes, [then] I will put none of these [dreaded] diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians [fulfilling His eternal law of sowing and reaping]: for I am the LORD that healeth thee [not those transgressors, but His obedient people].” Exodus 23:25-26 is a second witness. “And ye shall serve the LORD your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of thee. There shall nothing cast their young [no miscarriage], nor be barren, in thy land: the number of thy days I will fulfil [providing them a long and satisfying life].” We find witness number three in Deuteronomy 7:14-15: “Thou [Israel] shalt be blessed above all people: there shall not be male or female barren among you, or among your cattle. And the LORD [Jehovah-Rapha] will take away from thee all sickness, and will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which thou knowest, upon thee; but will lay them upon all them that hate thee.” Remember, in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word regarding the subject at hand shall be established. That promise itself appears at least nine times in the Bible. These passages are definite proof that healing was an important part of the Old Covenant; and such truth cannot be taken lightly.
 
Now let us consider how our sins and the curses of those
sins were removed in the same sacrifice. Leviticus 16:8-10 records: “…Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot [becoming a sacrifice upon the altar] for the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat [not one which is set free, but one which bears a burden]. And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD’S lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering [upon the brazen altar]. But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the LORD, to make an atonement with him [the goat], and to let him go for a scapegoat [bearing some burden] into the wilderness.” Leviticus 16:15 continues: “Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for [cleansing] the people, and bring his blood within the veil, and do with that blood as he did with the blood of the [already-slain] bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat…” That cleansed the people, but where did their many sins go? That is where the scapegoat came into the picture.
Leviticus 16:21-22 says: “Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel [from which the shed blood of the slain goat cleansed them], and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the [live] goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: And the [scape]goat shall bear upon him all [of] their iniquities unto a land not inhabited [the perfect picture of Hades]: and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness.”
That obviously pictured Jesus carrying our sins into the depths of Hades (Matthew 12:40). The sacrifices of the Old Testament were types and shadows of Jesus’ sacrifice. So, He had to fulfill them to the letter. He carried our sins into the place of torment and suffered such in our behalf, just as the scapegoat did in type for Israel.
However, there is no actual mention in these passages of the curses. Does that mean that God dealt only with Israel’s sins, leaving the curses intact in the lives of His own people? Deuteronomy 28:2 says: “And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God.” What if the people did not obey? Deuteronomy 28:15 clearly reports: “It shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all [of] his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee…” Curses are definitely connected to sin. In fact, they are so entwined with sin that the removal of sins removes the curses as well! Whereas the passages we considered in Leviticus do not mention curses, these Deuteronomy passages make it clear that when that scapegoat bore the people’s sins into the wilderness he also bore the accompanying curses that came into their lives by sinning. When sin comes in, curses come in. When sins are taken away, sin’s awful curses are removed as well. Such is what our Lord did for us. We will cover that truth in greater detail later in the chapter.
 
Let us now consider another picture of God’s redemption plan in Leviticus 25:9-10, wherein Deity commanded Israel: “Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, in the [great] Day of Atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your land. And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year [the year of Jubilee], and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all [of] the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his [original] possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family.” Notice that such was to occur on the Day of Atonement, as in Leviticus chapter sixteen. Christ had to fulfill that type and shadow too! Jesus spoke of it in Luke 4:19, saying He had come to preach the
acceptable year of the Lord—God’s Jubilee. Christ Himself was the year of Jubilee! In verse eighteen, the Lord said He had come to set captives free, to heal, to give sight to the blind, etc. Therefore, the restoration of health and all other blessings was connected to the Day of Atonement, the same day sins were symbolically removed. The Savior of the body made both forgiveness and healing available!
 
Now let us look at another Scripture passage that points to Christ’s sacrifice and what it accomplished in our behalf. Many may not realize it, but Exodus 17:6 is one type of that event. “Behold, I [God] will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock [foreshadowing Christ], and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so…” First Corinthians 10:4 says that was a type of the Christ event: “…they did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.” Paul proved in this passage that Moses’ act at the rock foreshadowed the Christ event. Jesus had to fulfill that type! Numbers 20:7-10 informs us that the people ran out of water again later, and that Deity commanded Moses that time to speak to the rock
to make it produce water. That rock needed not to be smitten the second time! (Remember that.) “…the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together…and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his [Christ’s] water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock [the Christ]…And Moses took the rod…as he commanded him. And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we [I and Aaron] fetch you water out of this rock?” Now, that was Moses’ first mistake. Then, Numbers 20:11 records his second mistake, saying that “…Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock [instead of speaking to it; and that not once, but] twice: and the water came out [of the rock] abundantly [anyway, though Moses disobeyed God’s distinct order], and the congregation drank, and their beasts also.” In outright disobedience, Moses misrepresented Jesus’ sacrifice, and it cost both Moses and Aaron big time. Verse twelve fills us in: “And the LORD [reprimanded] Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.” Jesus Christ was smitten on the cross one time, so we do not have to smite Him again to get water of life from Him! And remember, Christ bought our bodily healing on the cross in that same sacrifice. Therefore, we do not need to beg for healing any more than we need to beg for forgiveness! It is ours for the asking—just speaking to the rock. Surely, you can see how important it is to obey God to the letter. Moses got careless and it cost him!
 
Again, Israel sinned against Deity and found themselves being attacked by poisonous snakes. Sin being connected to the snake problem, God provided a spiritual solution to that problem. God’s solution had absolutely no connection in the natural realm with real snakes. Of course, quite obviously it had to do with repentance
on their part. Numbers 21:9 says: “Moses made a serpent of brass [a judged snake], and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.” By that spiritual activity the people were healed in their bodies, so they obviously repented and agreed with Deity’s solution. He must have forgiven their sins and healed their bodies at the same time—the forgiveness/healing connection!
 
That connection is seen again in Deuteronomy 11:26-28: “I set before you this day a blessing and a curse; A blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you this day [and do not sin]: And a curse, if ye [do sin and] will not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside…to go after other gods…” However sin departs, the curses must go too! Then blessings come.
Deuteronomy chapter twenty-eight is the Old Testament official catalogue of curses connected to sin, and blessings connected to obedience; making it clear that the absence of sin means the presence of blessings from on high, and that deliberate sin welcomes those curses into one’s life. Joshua 23:15 lays out the principle on the negative side. “Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good things are come upon you, which the LORD your God promised you [if you obey]; so shall the LORD bring upon you all evil things [curses if you disobey], until he have destroyed you from off this good land which the LORD your God hath given you [in response to your obedience].” Just the
opposite
of that tragic situation, 2 Chronicles 7:14 proclaims: “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn
from their wicked ways; then [shall] I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin[s], and will heal their land [including flesh and finances, not just soil and souls].” Both remission and restoration are paired in that passage.
 
Consider Job again. In Job 42:5-6, that man declared: “I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee [as you really are]. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” The result of that decision is revealed in Job 42:10: “And the LORD turned the captivity of Job [healed him], when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.” Here once again, we see that Job’s repentance from badmouthing God (which is definitely a sin) reaped for him a harvest of health, as well as material, financial and familial blessings.
 
The connection I am dealing with in this chapter is seen once again in Psalms 66:18: “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me [my prayers]…” In other words, if I stubbornly hold onto sin, I cannot expect God to restore my body when it is sick. I will have to confess and forsake any sins, in order to be healed. Look at Proverbs 28:13: “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” In the Bible, mercy is often connected with bodily health! Healing naturally follows repentance and confession of sin. One cannot rightly expect healing if he or she refuses to repent of any personal sin.
Psalms 84:11 says it a different way: “For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.” What of those who do not walk uprightly? Good things such as health will obviously be withheld from such people. That is the natural result of sowing wrong seeds. Psalms 103:2-3 is the classic Old Testament example of obedience reaping a harvest of forgiveness and healing, saying: “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases…” Obeying the Lord is blessing Him. But what have we that He needs? God desires to bless us, but He cannot do so if we remain in sin!
Psalms 103:4-5 continues God’s long list of blessings for the obedient one: “Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things [like good foods]; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” This passage includes protection, mercy, material goods and renewing of our youth—excellent health. Forgiveness of sins is included in verse twelve of this Psalm: “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.” All these blessings are based upon our response to God as stated in Psalms 103:17-18: “But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon [people] that fear him, and his righteousness unto children’s children; To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember [all of] his commandments to do them.” Obedience reaps health!
 
Now check out Proverbs 3:7-8: “Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.” Did you hear that? Departing from sin invites health into our bodies! Proverbs 11:19 explains: “As righteousness tendeth to life: so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death.” Another classic Scripture dealing with that universal principle is Proverbs 26:2: “As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse causeless shall not come.” Men have been warned over and over why the sickness curse comes, and what will make it go away. Sin opens the door to the curse. Repenting of and forsaking sin starts the recovery process; inviting the blessings to come upon us and overtake us.
The seriousness of the problem is mentioned in Proverbs 29:1, warning: “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed [either in his spirit, soul, body, finances, or all the above], and that without remedy.” Concerning the material and financial aspects, Isaiah 1:19-20 both promises and warns: “If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword…” One more time sin is connected to some sort of destruction, whereas obedience is the basis for expecting all kinds of blessings.
 
According to Isaiah 24:5-6, the creation itself is painfully affected by the many sins of its inhabitants: “The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are [left] desolate…” Such conditions resulted from man’s sins. Isaiah 33:24, speaking of a future kingdom, says: “…the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.” How many examples have we studied in Scripture thus far that closely tie forgiveness of sin to bodily healing? And we have not even looked at the New Testament! We are still in the Old. Even it holds more encouraging examples.
 
Of course, our Savior does not arbitrarily dispense such blessings. Because of sin, they demanded an extreme price, which the Redeemer Himself paid. Isaiah 53:4-5 counts the great cost. “Surely he hath borne our griefs [our sicknesses], and carried our sorrows [pains, diseases]: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted [for certain faults of His own]. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities [not His]: the chastisement of our peace [sheeloom—healing] was upon him; and with his [bruise] we are [bodily] healed.” Isaiah 53:10 continues: “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief [made Him sick]…” The literal Hebrew states: “It pleased the Lord to crush Him with disease.” Thus, just as I made clear in my first healing book, our redemption was purchased by what Christ’s own Father did to Him on the cross, not what men did to Him at the Roman whipping post. Moreover, you can see in this Scripture passage that Christ dealt with both our sins and the curse of sickness in the same sacrifice while on the cross. That is why Isaiah 61:1-2 prophesies of Christ ministering to our entire person. “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn…” Christ quoted from the Septuagint in Luke chapter four, adding the “recovery of sight to the blind.” Here again, the curse problem was dealt with at the same time the sin problem was addressed.
 
Now look at these passages that declare in no uncertain terms that deliberate sin will both block heaven’s blessings from coming to people, and will even remove them after they have been enjoyed for a time because of people’s obedience. Isaiah 63:10: “But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit: therefore [God] was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them.” There will even be some eternal reminders of the penalty for sinning against God. Isaiah 66:24: “And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall [always] be an abhorring unto all flesh.” In Mark 9:42-48, our Savior testified to both the reality and seriousness of those somber prospects. In Jeremiah 5:25, we find a present day reality of the penalty for sin as it relates to heavenly blessings. “Your iniquities have turned away these things [their material and financial prosperity], and your sins [not God’s arbitrary will] have withholden good things from you.” Another is Jeremiah 7:8-10: “…ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know not; And [then dare] come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and [boldly] say, We are delivered to do all [of] these abominations?” Jeremiah 7:24: “But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the counsels and in the imagination of their evil heart, and went backward [in health, etc.], and not forward.”
Now for more Scriptures linking forgiveness and healing: Jeremiah 17:14 is a classic. “Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved…” That one prayer necessarily covers every problem
a man could possibly have; touching spirit, soul and body. Deity then promised such in Jeremiah 33:6-8. Speaking of the renowned Jerusalem, God prophesied: “…I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure them [physically as well as spiritually], and will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth. And I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first. And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniquities…” Pardon of sins is here closely linked to bodily health. Many theologians attempt to spiritualize the wording, but honest study of the Scriptures reveals that it is speaking of bodily health as well as that of the spirit. The Hebrew words for healing and health are the ones used throughout the Old Testament for healing flesh.
 
The last part of Ezekiel 17:15 is also instructive: “…shall he break the covenant, and [still] be delivered [from curses, and enjoy the same blessings as those who obey]?” In other words, sin does not allow us to maintain the blessings, but instead invites the curses to replace the blessings.
 
Ezekiel 34:4 is another Scripture passage that obviously links healing with
forgiveness of sins. “The diseased have ye [Jewish pastors] not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost…” Then, in Ezekiel 34:16, Deity said that He Himself would do something about their problems. “I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and [I] will strengthen that which was sick…” Jesus, of course, fulfilled those promises.
Micah 6:13 also connects sickness to sin. “Therefore also will
I make thee sick in smiting thee, [for transgression, and] in making thee desolate because of thy sins.” There is just no escaping the reality that sin and curses travel together, with forgiveness, healing and prosperity doing the same.
Now let us check out the New Testament for examples of the same principle. Matthew 9:5 enlightens us by the Savior asking: “For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say [to a lame man], Arise, and walk?” The same incident was reported practically word for word in Mark 2:9, and Luke 5:23. Deity wants us to get the message! Matthew 13:15 reveals still another link between sin and sickness, plus the need for repentance and healing: “For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and [then] hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.” Also refer to John 12:40.
 
Now for that Luke 4:18-19 passage, which Christ quoted from Isaiah chapter sixty-one in the Greek version of the Old Testament. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” Christ’s ministry covered every human need.
 
Luke 12:31 admonishes Christians to: “…seek ye [first] the kingdom of God; and all these things [blessings] shall be added unto you.” Obedience (the opposite of sin) always guarantees that blessings will eventually find believers.
 
In John 5:14, Christ warned the man whom He had just forgiven and healed in body: “…thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.” That was a clear warning that sin opens the door to the curse of sickness!
 
In John 6:56, Jesus stated: “He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood dwelleth in me, and I in him.” Jesus here made a reference to the first Passover in Egypt, when Israel smeared a slain lamb’s blood on their houses, and then ate the flesh of the lamb. Such represented their freedom from Egyptian bondage (the type of sin), and produced healing in their bodies. Read Exodus 12 and Psalms 105:37. Fulfilling that type, Christ removed all of our sins and sicknesses.
John 10:10 states in no uncertain terms that, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” Scripture reveals undoubtedly that the works of Satan involve much more than tempting people to sin; seeking whom he may devour by both sin and sickness. See 1 Peter 5:8. That must mean, then, that Christ came to reverse all that Satan has inflicted upon the human race. It also means that in order to do so Christ had to pay the cost of making such deliverance a real possibility. He did that on
the cross, taking upon Himself both our sins and diseases.
 
When Peter boldly declared in Acts 4:12: “Neither is there salvation in any other [than the Lord Jesus Christ]: for there is none other name
under heaven [having been] given among men, whereby
we must be
saved,” he was actually referring to the healing of a lame man’s body. No mention is made of the forgiveness of that man’s sins; only his bodily healing. It is likely that the man did eventually accept Jesus as his full Savior, but Acts chapters three and four deal only with that bodily healing. Salvation, then, must include the healing of our physical bodies, as well as the forgiveness of our sins. It is clear from this that we must preach the entire gospel, not just certain parts of it that cater to religious tradition.
Such is what Paul did in his ministry. In Acts 20:26-27, Paul left no room for doubt about that, declaring: “…I take you to record this day, that [concerning ministry] I am pure from the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.” Many refused to accept it, but Paul declared it anyway. Romans 15:18-19 testifies that the apostle performed miracles everywhere he preached.
Acts 26:18 says Jesus Christ sent Paul to both the Jews and the Gentiles “To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power [authority] of Satan unto God, that they may receive [both] forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.” Notice that in that verse Paul mentioned the forgiveness of sins plus
an inheritance. So, such inheritance must include blessings other than forgiveness, or he would not have included it. Other Scripture passages make it clear that our inheritance includes health for our bodies.
Just like Matthew 13:15 and John 12:40, Acts 28:27-28 quotes Isaiah 6:9-10; only the Acts Scripture expands upon it: “For the heart of this people is waxed [has become] gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they [stubbornly] closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I [God] should heal them [in spirit and body]. Be it known therefore unto you [Jews], that the salvation of God [which includes the body and spirit] is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear [and receive] it.”
 
My purpose in presenting such scriptural witnesses is to show believers that those passages which mention only the forgiveness of sin do not exclude
provision for our bodies in God’s salvation plan. Healing must be understood as a
vital part of our salvation, along with the forgiveness of our sins. Romans 3:25 is one such Scripture passage. “[Jesus Christ] Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God…” You will remember that we discovered many passages in the Old Testament that show forgiveness and healing go together. It should be accepted, then, that the apostle Paul would agree that Romans 3:25 is one guarantee that when our sins were taken away our infirmities were removed as well. Many New Testament passages also tie the two together.
 
According to Romans 5:12, sin opened the door for death in the human race; and sickness is merely a degree of death. “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned…” Since sickness was introduced to humanity through sin, then sickness must leave through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, Who took away our sins. Romans 8:2: “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus [which powerfully affects spirit, soul and body] hath made me free from the law of sin and death [which affected my flesh as well as my spirit].” Look at Romans 8:11: “But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken [make life for] your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” When Jesus was raised from the dead, had He not taken away our sins, remedying our spiritual problems? These Scriptures in Romans (with more ahead) teach that Christ also remedied our physical woes at Calvary. Romans 8:32: “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up [to crucifixion] for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” “All things” strongly suggests that there is more to salvation than mere forgiveness of sins. “All things” must cover all of our problems, not just our spiritual ones!
Romans 12:1 is yet another good example of that biblical principle: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God [how we get healed in the first place], that ye present your bodies a living [healthy] sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” It would actually be unreasonable for God to expect us to offer Him our healthy bodies for service had He not already provided health for us in Jesus’ sacrifice. Can you heal yourself? Nowadays, if we must become healthy on our own God will not have all that many soldiers in His service! Deity provided healing, but we must appropriate it by faith so we can serve Him thereby.
 
Remember Paul’s ministry record. In Romans 15:19, Paul testified: “Through mighty signs and wonders [of miracles of healing, etc.], by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum [his life-ministry circuit], I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.” We know Paul brought many people into the kingdom of God in those years, but he also ministered to physical bodies! One case in point: First Corinthians 2:4-5 says: “And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of [human] wisdom, but in demonstration of the [Holy] Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand [rest] in the wisdom of men, but in the [dunamis—miracle-working] power of God.”
 
First Corinthians 2:12: “…we [Christians] have received, not the [deceptive] spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given
to us of God.” Now, we have already received the forgiveness of sins, so what are all the other things God has freely given us? The same things Romans 8:32 says He has freely given us: Our entire inheritance for this life; including health.
Another interesting healing passage, 1 Corinthians 6:20 states: “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” Our body belonging to God now, would He want it sick or healed? You will remember that our Lord said in John 17:4 that He had glorified His Father on earth by completing the work He had sent Him to do. Jesus’ work consisted largely of healing sick bodies. If we are expected to glorify God in our bodies, then, we will have to receive the healing Christ purchased for us on Calvary. Sickness does not glorify God; healing does!
A case in point along that line is 1 Corinthians 11:29-30. Christians at Corinth were treating communion frivolously, so Paul made a sobering statement about that: “But he that eateth and drinketh unworthily [in an unworthy manner], eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. [Because of that] many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep [have died pre-maturely].” Paul said here that mistreating the Lord’s Supper is actually sin, which always exacts the due penalty of sickness and death! Here again, sin is connected to sickness. The opposite must also be true: Partaking of communion with a proper attitude will assure us of health in our bodies! The proper attitude is properly discerning the Savior’s broken body; understanding that His body being broken on the cross healed ours. Clear it is, therefore, that healthy bodies glorify Deity, not bearing sickness on account of ignorance of Christ’s sacrifice which affected our bodies as well as our spirits.
 
Now consider the physical implications of 2 Corinthians 1:20: “For all the promises of God in him [Jesus Christ] are [yes], and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.” Those promises include the healing of our bodies. The apostle said here that our receiving the manifestations of those promises is what glorifies God. We just read about glorifying Deity in our bodies because they belong to Him now. If the promises include healing, and healing is what glorifies God, then how can sickness (the opposite of health) glorify Him?
 
Paul derided those Corinthian believers in 2 Corinthians 11:4 by declaring: “But if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.” In other words, they would listen to false teachers, but teachers who told the truth got a cold welcome in that Corinthian church. I am here to tell you that the same thing could be said about
most modern churches today. They have listened to teachers who insist that bodily healing passed away when the last of the apostles passed away. But, the truth is that the garbage they preach about Deity either not wanting to heal today, or that He might even want some of His most faithful people to suffer sickness for some mysterious reason, is the very same kind of sick stuff the false apostles were preaching in Paul’s day. And, just as the Corinthian church fell headlong for all that trash, much of the modern church has done the same. Paul settled the issue of whether men should listen to false teachers or the Bible in Galatians 1:8, where he proclaimed: “But though we [even if Paul Himself or any of the original twelve apostles], or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have [already] preached unto you [which is recorded for us in Scripture], let him be accursed.” Apparently, theologians today pay little attention to such warnings, but God will judge everyone by the words He has already spoken (John 12:48), not by modern human interpretations of the Bible.
 
Now I want to bring together several Scripture passages that prove beyond doubt that when our Savior removed our sins as He hung on the cross He at the same time removed all the curses that accompanied sin—sickness, poverty, etc. Galatians 3:13 declares: “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree…” Those curses were not our sins, but the tragedies brought into our life on account of sin. Thus, Galatians 3:13 does not refer to Jesus taking away our sins, but to His removing the many curses resulting from sin; including all sickness. Matthew 8:16-17 makes it quite clear that Paul was referring to sickness and disease in Galatians 3:13, saying: “…they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took [away all] our infirmities, and bare [all] our sicknesses.” The word rendered redeemed in Galatians 3:13 is a business term which means to
buy up all there is to buy. Thus, our Savior purchased all there was of each of us from under the curse; meaning that He separated our whole person from every curse the law demanded of sinners. Such occurred while Jesus hung on the cross, though in Matthew 8:16-17 we are told that many received such benefits before the Lord went to Calvary. People received forgiveness of sins as well before Jesus hung on the cross. However, those sins were not paid for until Christ was suspended upon that tree. Most commentators will agree that Matthew 8:16-17 refers to Isaiah 53:4-5: “Surely he [Jesus] hath borne [each of] our griefs [illnesses], and carried [all of] our sorrows [diseases]: yet we [mistakenly esteemed] him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted [for His own sins]. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities [His being- made-sin portion of His sacrifice]: the chastisement [for] our peace [sheeloom—health or well-being] was upon him; and with his stripes [literally, a bruise—singular] we are healed.” It cannot be denied, then, that Jesus Christ took care of the curses on the cross at the same time He dealt with our sins! And as for that singular bruise instead of the plural stripes being what healed us, Isaiah 53:10 settles the issue, saying: “Yet, it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief [made Him sick with our sicknesses]: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, [God] shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.” That leaves no doubt that it was what Deity did to His Son on that cross that healed us from every sickness, not the Roman soldiers scourging Him before He went to the cross. No human being had access to all sins of all time. God did! No man could put all of our sicknesses on Jesus or anyone else. Only God could do that! Thus, it was not what man did to the Savior that saved us from both our sins and sicknesses, but what Deity did to His very own Son while He hung on the cruel cross. And, 1 Peter 2:24 assures us that all happened at the same time in the same sacrifice, saying: “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree [the cross], that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose [bruise] ye were healed.”
In John 1:29, we are told that Christ was “…the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin
of the [whole sinful] world.” Hebrews 10:11 further says: “…every [Old Covenant] priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins…” Hebrews 9:26 then says: “…now once in the end of the world hath [Christ] appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” First John 3:5: “[Christ] was manifested to take away our sins…” Isaiah 53:4-5, Matthew 8:16-17 and Galatians 3:13 declare that Jesus took away our sicknesses as well! Both sins and curses were removed from us in the one-and-same sacrifice.
Christ removed all of our curses, of course, so “That the blessing of Abraham might come on the [believing] Gentiles through Jesus Christ…through faith (Galatians 3:14).” And what would be Abraham’s blessings?
Opposite those curses! We also know that Abraham’s blessings belong to us today, because Galatians 3:29 reports: “And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” No theologian can cheat us out of our blessings any longer, because Galatians 3:15 makes it clear: “Though it is only a man’s covenant, yet if it is confirmed, no one annuls [it] or adds to it.” Jesus Christ confirmed with His own blood that covenant which provides us Abraham’s blessings. We know by that confirmation that the New Testament is still in force today, and that healing and prosperity are part of it; and are ours for the taking. Summing up: Christ took away our sins and curses that He might add to us Abraham’s blessings!
 
Galatians 4:1 explains why the church for the most part has been cheated out of those blessings for many centuries. “…the
heir, as long as he [or she] is a
child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he [or she] be lord of all…” We found in Galatians 3:29 that believers are heirs of the blessings of Abraham. Yet, most believers have not matured
from being a mere child in the covenant realities
of God’s Word. Therefore, they are slaving as mere servants instead of being lord of all in their daily experiences. Those detrimental conditions are neither beneficial to Christians, nor pleasing to our Savior. Ephesians 1:3 also emphatically declares that, “…the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ…hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ…” That means such blessings already belong to us. We only need to take advantage of our inheritance. We begin to be able to do that when we heed God’s Word instead of religious tradition! I am on my way; how about you? By the way, those spiritual blessings eventually manifest in the flesh realm!
 
Ephesians 1:7 is another of those passages that mention the forgiveness of sins without also speaking of the removal of the accompanying curses. “In [Jesus] we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of [our] sins, according to the riches of his grace…” In view of the foregoing evidence, however, we must concede that curse removal accompanied sin removal. Colossians 1:14 is similar to Ephesians 1:7.
 
Now consider Ephesians 4:27: “Neither give place to the devil.” Well, what place does the devil try to take? Any place he can snake his way into! Within this volume, as well as in my first work on the sickness-and-healing
subject, countless Scriptures have proven that Satan is somehow behind every sickness in all of history. Sickness steals, kills and destroys, and we know such is the devil’s self-chosen career. Refer to John 10:10, Acts 10:38, 1 Corinthians 5:5, and also 1 Peter 5:8-9 once again. Then look at James 4:7. Refusing to give place to Satan has to mean refusing to yield to sickness!
 
Another witness of this truth is Ephesians 2:12: “That at that time ye [lost Gentiles] were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from [their] covenants of promise [of bodily health and other blessings], having no hope, and without God in the world…” Ephesians 2:19 reports what happened to those Gentiles who believed upon Jesus Christ as Savior: “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God…” In other words, they became participants of the New Testament, which promises healing of sick bodies, which is part of Abraham’s blessing.
 
Ephesians 5:29-30 goes into detail about how and why bodily healing is one of the major New Testament blessings: “…no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord [Jesus Christ nourishes and cherishes] the church [which is His body—His flesh]: For we are members of his body…” Now, tie that to Ephesians 5:23, which says Christ is Savior of His body! Paul was speaking of the flesh here, because 1 Corinthians 6:15 says believers’ bodies are members of Christ. Saving bodies means healing them. We discovered in my first healing book that the Greek word soozoo was translated healed, or made whole, in many New Testament passages. Therefore, supernatural healing is called salvation in the Greek texts.
 
Colossians 3:1-3 is one Scripture passage that has been grossly misunderstood in the matter of all earthly blessings: “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above [in heaven], where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. [Therefore,] Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are [in fact] dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” Many Christians use this passage to rationalize irresponsibility by sitting around thinking about what it will be like when they someday get to heaven. Many church hymns were written based on that theme. However, Paul simply meant in this passage that heaven is our source of blessings. We are to look to God to meet our needs; not to man. One case in point is 1 Timothy 2:15: “Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.” This is a promise to Christian women that God Himself will minister salvation in their bodies in the childbearing process. Such happens only on earth, not when they get to heaven. Also see James 1:17.
 
Another passage relating to the theme of this chapter is 1 Timothy 5:21, where Paul warned Timothy: “I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these things without preferring [any] one before another, doing nothing by partiality.” In other words, do not pick and choose those truths you want to believe and discard the rest; as many theologians do today.
 
Hebrews 7:25 says Christ “…is able…to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” Saving one to the uttermost, then, must go beyond the mere forgiveness of sins!
Even under the Old Covenant, people received forgiveness of sins, plus bodily healing. Yet, Hebrews 8:6 encourages us with this: “…now hath he [Christ] obtained a more excellent ministry [than the Old], by how much
also
he is
the mediator of a better covenant [than the Old Covenant, because it] was established upon better promises [than the Old one].” Then, Hebrews 11:40 explains: “God having provided some better thing for us, that they [the Old Covenant saints] without us should not be made perfect.” The New Covenant has to hold all that the Old Covenant offered, plus much more!
 
Third John 2 puts this whole issue in a gospel nutshell: “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” Here, we find all three: Material and financial prosperity, healing for the body and soul prosperity. Theologians try to skirt the issue by claiming prosperity here is not talking about money, but I found the same word used to refer to money in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians (16:2), where he instructed them to “lay aside each week according as the Savior had prospered them,” so they could give money to some believers in need.
 
Jude said that he had found it “…needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints (Jude 3).” That first faith offered bodily healing to God’s people!
 
Revelation 21:4 tells us that in the new heavens and the new earth, “God shall wipe away all tears from [all the] eyes [of the redeemed]; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain…” Revelation 22:3 says: “…there shall be no more curse…” In those days, those promises will apply to all people on earth. But now in this age, born-again, Spirit-filled Christians can partake of many blessings that foreshadow that coming age. In this New Covenant, we have a down payment toward that future bliss. Refer to 2 Corinthians 1:22, 5:5 and Ephesians 1:14. Let us stop missing out on the things that belong to us now in this age. Our enjoying such blessings glorifies God!







Chapter Six
No healing exceptions!
I am convinced that all true Christians would agree that everyone who accepts Jesus Christ as their personal Savior is truly saved (within their spirit at least) without exception. Well, we learned through my first healing book that we are saved physically by the same sacrifice that saved our inner man. Therefore, the very same principle is true in respect to people who accept Jesus Christ as Savior of the body. Those who meet the conditions God has laid down for healing will be supernaturally healed without exception! Though not all healings take place instantly, they will eventually manifest in our bodies if we hold fast to God’s system of receiving. Of course, the very first item on the list of things necessary
for receiving divine healing is to believe that it is Deity’s will for His people to be well in body and not sick. The Bible is clear from cover to cover that Jehovah-Rapha was, is and always will be the Healer—that He neither is indifferent to suffering, nor the one who puts sickness or disease on His faithful. The second item on the list is to know that
Jesus Christ paid the price for our healing while He hung on the cross. In my first healing book we investigated that reality as well, and found it to be biblically sound. Thirdly, we must be convinced that Deity is just as consistent in dispensing physical healing to people who consistently believe for it as He is in ministering the new birth to those who believe for that. I have dedicated this chapter to prove that biblical principle.
While not all Scripture texts or references in this chapter have to do with bodily healing per se, they do reveal the fact that all of God’s principles are consistent, without exception. It has been that way from the very beginning. I will tie those Scriptures together in such a way (with God’s help) that you can see that if God is consistent in one principle, He surely is in all other life-principles. In Genesis 1:26, “God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.” Thus, it is clear from this passage that Deity intended for man to be in control of creation, not for creation (especially a distorted creation) to control the man. That which creeps would have to include bacteria, viruses, etc. Of course, before Adam fell, existing microbes would not have been harmful! When Adam sinned, however, his conditions were reversed, but not God’s will
in the matter. God had commanded His man to exercise dominion over all of creation without exception! At the first, Genesis 1:31 tells us: “And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.” Acts 10:38 informs us that Christ went about doing good, and healing. (So, healing is good without exception!) That means that in the beginning man was healthy in his flesh. Sickness and disease existed nowhere on earth in that glorious day; without exception!
Man was forewarned about one exception concerning his right to partake of the garden’s vegetation. Genesis 2:16-17: “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Of course, Adam and Eve partook of the exception, and paid an extreme price by reaping a harvest of evil; including disease of every kind, poverty, toil, fear and eventually bodily death. That exception became the rule in their fallen world. From that day forward, people would contract sickness or disease of some kind, sometime in their life, with few exceptions!
 
God would not accept Adam’s reception of that exception, and put into motion a salvation plan that would return man to his original state of dignity and well-being.
Early on, God’s restoration plan began to affect physical bodies in positive ways. His long-term plan to restore man’s spiritual health meant flesh must be involved in the process. Genesis 18:14 records one important case: “Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.” Sarah’s physical body having long past lost the ability to bear children, Deity had to heal her deteriorating flesh in order to establish His first big installment of the Messiah’s legal entry into earth—Isaac’s miraculous birth. When Deity asked, “Is there anything too hard [difficult] for the LORD?” He was establishing the reality that even in the fallen realm there were no exceptions to His ability to restore sick bodies. It mattered not what one’s physical condition was, Jehovah-Rapha was well able to heal it without exception (for all who would meet His conditions, of course)!
 
After Adam’s decline and about 2000 years of unhealthy history, the covenant Deity made with Abraham started the redemption ball rolling once again. When Moses came along, about four hundred years later, God expanded the covenant He had made with Abraham. Exodus 23:25-26 gives us just a glimpse of how
Deity’s covenant promises were enhanced. “…ye shall serve the LORD your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I [Jehovah-Rapha] will take [all] sickness
away from the midst of thee [No exceptions!]. There shall nothing cast their young [suffer a miscarriage], nor be barren, in thy land: the number of thy days I will fulfil [You will live a long and satisfying life; without exception!].”
Remember how later on Israel murmured against Moses and the Lord, and was suddenly infested with vipers. People were dying right and left, so they repented and asked Moses to find a solution. Numbers 21:9 tells us about the solution. At God’s direction, “Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole [foreshadowing Christ’s sacrifice—John 3:14], and it came to pass that if a serpent had bitten
any man [no exceptions], when he beheld the serpent of brass [met God’s conditions], he lived [without exception].”
Many of these Scriptures we have mentioned before, but each chapter focuses on some different angle of truth those Scripture passages reveal (without exception).
The reason all of God’s promises are dependable without exception may be seen from Scriptures like Numbers 23:19: “God is not a man, that he should lie [God cannot lie—Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18.]; neither the son of man, that he should repent [go back on His Word]: hath [God] said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good [without exception]?” God is sitting on ready, so to speak, to act on behalf of whoever trusts in Him; an example of which is Numbers 31:49: “And they said unto Moses, Thy servants have taken the sum of the men of war which are under our charge, and there lacketh not one man of us.” Although the entire army of their enemy was destroyed, not one Israelite died in that war with the Midianites. Without exception, the men of Israel returned from the war unscathed; which is an exceptional experience in any war, ancient or modern!
 
On the negative side of that godly principle, we read this in Numbers 32:23: “But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out [without exception].”
Back on the positive side again, Deuteronomy 2:7 states: “…these forty years the LORD thy God hath been with thee; thou hast lacked nothing [without exception].”
 
Of course, Deity put the shoe on the other foot, as one old saying goes, by demanding of His people that they make no exceptions when it came to obeying His Word. Deuteronomy 4:2: “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye [remove anything] from it, that ye may keep [practice] the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you [without exception].” Neither did God expect the people to serve Him out of divine compulsion. They were to “love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might (Deuteronomy 6:4-5).” Deity desired their complete loyalty, but He wanted it to be offered voluntarily, and from the depth of their being. Deuteronomy 7:9 declares God’s reward for such loyalty: “…the LORD thy [Israel’s] God, he is [the one and only] God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations…” God is faithful all of the time to all who meet His conditions. Now, on the
back side of that coin, Deuteronomy 7:10 says: “And repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy them: [God] will not be slack to him that hateth him, he will repay him to his face [without exception].”
 
In Deuteronomy 7:14-15, Deity promised Israel basically the same blessings He did back in Exodus 23:25-26: “Thou shalt be blessed above all people: there shall not be [a] male or female barren among you, or among your cattle. And the LORD will take away from thee all sickness [no exceptions], and will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which thou knowest, upon thee; but will lay them [without exception] upon all them that hate thee [because, to hate God’s people is to hate God Himself].” In doling out blessings and curses, God does not act haphazardly. Without exception, He knows exactly where the blessings go; and the curses.
 
Deuteronomy 8:3 is such a powerful word that our Lord quoted it to defeat the enemy in His wilderness temptations. “…man doth not live by bread only, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD [without exception] doth man live.” More Word, more life! All Word, all life! Little Word, little life! No Word, no life, without exception!
 
Deuteronomy chapter twenty-eight is the Old Testament catalogue of various blessings and curses which pursue the obedient and the disobedient. According to verse two, those who without exception obey all of God’s commandments are assured that, “…all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee…” Verse thirteen promises without exception: “And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only [not above at times and below at other times], and thou shalt not be beneath [any time]…”
But, verse fifteen says: “It shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all [of] his commandments and his statutes [without exception]…that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee [without exception]…” Deuteronomy 28:47-48 affirms: “Because thou servedst not the LORD thy God with joyfulness, and with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all things; Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which the LORD shall send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all things…” That passage has to do mostly with material and financial matters. But, Deuteronomy 28:58-61 deals primarily with ailments in the body, stating: “If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, THE LORD THY GOD; Then the LORD will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of [your kids], even great plagues, and of long continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of long continuance. Moreover he will bring upon thee all the diseases of Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; and they shall cleave unto thee. Also every sickness, and every plague, which is not written in the book of this law, them will the LORD bring upon thee, until thou be destroyed.” Of course, such promises did not signify that every man, woman and child would suffer from every illness mentioned, but that the nation of Israel as a whole would in time house all such physical ailments without exception.
 
One of the best examples of this biblical principle we are dealing with in this chapter is Deuteronomy 29:29. Though it makes no mention of sickness or health, the practice of it will definitely affect one’s health. “The secret things [without exception] belong unto the LORD our God [Therefore, there is
no need to concern ourselves with them.]: but those things which are revealed [without exception] belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law [without exception].” Remember, God promised that our keeping His commandments will produce good health! That is very clear in Deuteronomy 30:19: “I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life that both thou and thy seed may live…” Faithfully keeping God’s commandments is choosing life, which assures good health.
 
The same theme is picked up again in Joshua 1:8: “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, [so] that thou mayest observe to do [it] according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success [in receiving healing in your body].”
Joshua 21:45 testifies to the faithfulness of that biblical principle, declaring that, “There failed not ought of any good thing which the LORD had spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to pass [no exceptions].” In Joshua 23:14, we again find that, “…not one thing hath failed of all the good things which the LORD your God spake concerning you; all are [or have] come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof.” Much later in Israel’s history, King Solomon stated once more: “Blessed be the LORD, that hath given rest unto his people Israel, according to all that [God] promised: there hath not failed one word of all his good promise[s], which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant (1 Kings 8:56).” It ought to be obvious to the reader by now that when Deity makes a promise, on either the positive or the negative side, He backs it one hundred per cent. That principle holds true in respect to healing as much as to any other aspect of life.
 
So now, let us look at a series of Scripture passages that will leave no doubt about that reality. These passages cover both the positive and negative sides. Second Chronicles 16:9 says: “…the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth [shunning no locality], to show himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him [with no exceptions]…” Such activities would certainly include His healing care for our bodies! On the other hand, Psalms 9:17 declares: “[All] The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God [without exception].” I could not resist including that passage. Psalms 18:25-26 says of God: “With the merciful thou wilt show thyself merciful; with an upright man thou wilt show thyself upright; With the pure thou wilt show thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt show thyself forward [without exception].” Both sides of the issue are seen in this passage. I am sure most readers have no idea how many agreeing biblical witnesses I am leaving off for the sake of time and space.
Some more good Scriptures I could not leave off: Psalms 34:7 says: “The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them [from whatever is bugging them (including sickness bugs) without exception].” Psalms 34:10: “The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing.” Now consider this truth. Psalms 34:19 promises: “Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all [without exception].” At least some of those afflictions would necessarily be bodily afflictions—sickness. Psalms 37:4: “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart [including bodily health; without exception].” Through the psalmist, God commanded His people: “…call upon me in the day of trouble [including when illness attacks you, and]: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me [because of the healing
I perform within you] (Psalms 50:15).”
 
Scripture has much to say about the futility of trusting in man for anything, including bodily health. Psalms 60:11: “Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man.” The same is said in Psalms 108:12. Psalms 118:8-9 states: “It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man [for anything, including physical health]. It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence [even] in princes [those who tend to have more power than ordinary men].” Again in Psalms 146:3, God warns His people: “Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help.” These warnings would have to include looking to people for help against sickness; meaning God would have us to trust in Jehovah-Rapha alone for our healing; without exception! Jeremiah 17:5 settles the issue once and for all: “Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be [any] man that trusteth in [any] man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.” Verse fourteen of the same chapter proves Deity was talking about bodily health in this rebuke, for Jeremiah prayed: “Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved…” Without exception, only God Himself is able to save and heal! And He not only can, but does.
Psalms 103:3 says that God “forgiveth all thine iniquities [and] healeth all thy diseases [without exception]…” Psalms 105:37 reports that when God delivered Israel out of Egypt, “…there was not one feeble person among their tribes.” That means that without exception God healed them all! Then, in Proverbs 3:7-8 we find that when we are “…not wise in [our] own eyes: [but] fear the LORD, and depart from evil. It shall be health to [our] navel, and marrow to [our] bones [without exception].” That, of course, is definitely speaking of health in our bodies! When we meet the conditions, we cannot fail. Proverbs 4:20-22 confirmed that truth when God demanded of each believer: “My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. For they are life unto those that find them, and health to
all their flesh…” Can you see the implication of that promise? God said His words will minister healing to every part of our body! Our responsibility is to stay focused on His Word. Reading, studying, speaking and practicing Deity’s Word produces health in our bodies! God promised that His health would permeate all our flesh. No body part will be left out. Every organ will be healed.
That truth is further confirmed in Isaiah 26:3, declaring: “Thou [Deity] wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” In the Hebrew, you would read, “You will keep him in sheeloom, sheeloom.” The emphasis here in on sheeloom, which first of all means health and wholeness in body and finances, as well as in all other facets of our lives. Using sheeloom twice reinforces it all the more. God really does want us to be in good health!
 
Now for three Scripture passages that form an important part of the foundation for my first healing book. Although I was not searching for healing truth at the time (the summer of 2005), Deity began to open my eyes to truth that had been hidden from His people for centuries. Isaiah 43:11 was first: “I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is
no saviour.” Whereas no true believer would object to that, many do not believe that His redemption affected bodies as well as souls. In Isaiah 45:21, I found another witness: “…there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none [not one Savior] beside me…” I discovered a third proclamation in Hosea 13:4, which concurs with the first two: “…I am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but me: for there is no saviour beside me.” Therefore, because Jesus Christ is the only Savior (Acts 4:12), He being Savior of our physical bodies as well (Ephesians 5:23), there is no other source of salvation for human bodies! That truth has definitely had a positive effect on my physical body. And God wants His entire church to have that advantage.
Isaiah 46:4 promises: “And even to your old age I am he; and even to [white] hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you [from disease and all other problems, without any exceptions].” Of course, God’s promised blessings are all based on Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. Isaiah 53:4: “Surely he hath borne [lifted off of us all of] our griefs [sicknesses], and carried [removed] our sorrows [pains of every kind]…” And of course, Jesus did all of that without exception. Isaiah 53:5 continues: “…he was wounded for our transgressions [without exception], he was bruised for our iniquities [the same]: the chastisement [that purchased] our peace [sheeloom—health or wholeness] was upon him; and with his [bruise] we are [all] healed [without exception].” Jesus’ sacrifice being sufficient to take away all of our sins, then the same sacrifice was sufficient to heal all of our illnesses! The Old Testament equivalent of 1 Timothy 2:15 is Isaiah 66:9; wherein Deity asks: “Shall I bring to the
birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith the LORD: shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the womb? saith thy God.” If that is not God’s promise to care for pregnant women in His kingdom, then that Scripture is meaningless. According to Jeremiah 32:27, such promises are no problem for God, Who said without flinching: “I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me?” Though many other Old Testament Scripture passages reinforce what I am teaching in this chapter, we will now move on to the New Testament.
 
Matthew 4:23-24 says that Christ went about “…healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease…and they brought unto him all sick people [they could find] that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them…”; which means that Jesus shunned no person or ailment. He healed
all the people from all their diseases without exception! Again in Matthew 14:35-36, “They brought unto him all that were diseased; And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment [as had done the hemorrhaging woman]: and as many as touched [Christ] were made perfectly whole [literally, saved].” Again, without exception the Savior healed all kinds of people from all kinds of diseases!
Now we can understand that when the Lord explained in Matthew 18:11 that, “…the Son of man is come to save that which was lost,” He meant that He had come to save human bodies as well as souls; for man was totally lost, spirit, soul and body. Moreover, to save whole bodies Jesus had to save every part of every body. Because our bodies are made up of many parts, our bodies being lost meant that each body part was lost. Therefore, to save the body entirely the Savior had to save every part of it; enabling Him to call Himself Savior of the body (Ephesians 5:23). So, without exception Jesus had to save (supernaturally heal) every body part while He hung on the cross. Nothing less could have been called a complete redemption. Luke 19:10 repeats Matthew 18:11.
 
All such blessings have belonged to Christians all along, but religious tradition has cheated most of us out of healing and other wonderful things God included in our redemption. Mark 7:13 has a current application just like it did in olden days. Jesus pointed out to the religious Jews of His day that they were constantly “Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered [invented on your own]: and many such like things do ye.” Such unbelief was no more prevalent in those days than it is now. On the other hand, “If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth (Mark 9:23).” Many are taking advantage of that truth today as well; and it is working
in our lives, just as it did in the lives of believers back then. The reason: Mark 13:31 states in no uncertain terms: “Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.” Our Savior promised in Mark 16:17-18, “…these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils [demons]; they shall speak with new tongues [having been baptized by the Holy Spirit]; They shall [safely] take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly [poison; not on purpose, of course], it shall not [harm] them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and [all of those sick] shall recover.” That promise is valid up to Christ’s Second Coming! A similar promise is found in Luke 10:19, where Jesus said to His first church representatives: “…I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy [the devil]: and nothing [without exception] shall by any means hurt you.” If nothing can harm us, then sickness has no power to latch onto our bodies! Since Satan is behind all sickness, and Jesus Christ gave us power over all the power of our enemy (Satan), then we believers have power over all sickness, which is the work of Satan! Instead of sickness harassing us believers, we can duplicate our Lord’s ministry and go about healing the sick. In Luke 6:40, Christ actually made such a promise, stating: “The disciple [the Christian] is not above his master [Christ referring to Himself]: but every one that is perfect [meaning to be fully trained] shall be as his master [Jesus].” Our Lord got more specific in John 14:12, proclaiming: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me [That would be you and me!], the [very same] works that I do shall he [or she] do also; and greater works than these [that Christ did] shall he [or she] do; because I go unto my Father [and send back the same Holy Spirit that enabled Christ to do His works].” You must also understand that the Lord’s promises in those two passages leave no room for exceptions. He did stress certain conditions, but those who meet those conditions will receive the promises without exception!
 
The Scripture passage that puts this chapter theme in a gospel nutshell is John 6:37, where Jesus made a statement that has universal connotations. “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” Did people come to Jesus asking for healing? By the multitudes! Is there any biblical record of the Savior turning any of them away? Not one! Moreover, though many who came to Jesus received forgiveness for their sins, there is no record of anybody coming to the Savior for the express purpose of receiving forgiveness for their sins. None of them even believed that Jesus could forgive sins (Luke 5:21)! So, all who came to Jesus to partake of His ministry came to be healed in their bodies, not in their souls. Refer to Luke 5:15 and 6:17. Nevertheless, I am sure that before they departed the Lord invited them to be blessed in spirit as well!
 
John 10:10 is another enlightening passage that teaches exactly what I am endeavoring to get across in this chapter; and indeed throughout this book. Our Lord said there: “The thief [referring to Satan himself] cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am [have] come that they might have life [in their spirit, soul and body], and that they might have it more abundantly.” I have mentioned this Scripture before, but here I want to connect it to the fact that without exception Satan destroys all he can get his dirty hands on. That definitely includes the human body! Therefore, the very opposite must be true of our Lord. He came to give life to all without exception; and that within human bodies as well as human souls. No honest believer can escape that reality.
 
As I stressed in my first healing book, when Peter said in Acts 4:12: “Neither is there salvation in any other: [because] there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved,” he was referring to that infirm man who had been supernaturally healed through him and John. Peter called that man’s bodily healing salvation. Such means that salvation of the body comes only through Jesus, without exception. There is no other name by which we can be saved (supernaturally healed) in our physical bodies!
 
In Acts 10:34, “…Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons…” That means God does not prefer one person over another person, based upon arbitrary selection. He responds to everyone on the basis of their meeting the conditions He established as necessary for receiving the benefits of redemption. I want to extend that truth to the realm of body parts. If God respects no one person over another, neither does He prefer any one body part over any other! Out of all the people Christ healed while He was on the earth, He must have ministered to just about every organ, bone, gland, skin, nail, tooth, hair, etc. I am sure that if He respected any body part over another, He would have refused to heal some people. Yet, whatever their physical problem, Jesus supernaturally healed (saved) them all. One of the best examples of that reality is Acts 10:38, in which we find Peter reminiscing about, “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil [without exception]; for God was with him.” That is definite proof that Christ never turned down any person who petitioned Him for healing from any bodily ailment.
Acts 17:30 says in no uncertain terms that: “…the times of [all past] ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent [and trust in Jesus’ sacrifice, in order to be born again; with no exceptions]…” Moreover, Acts 4:12 stresses that bodily salvation is achieved only by faith in that same sacrifice; without exception!
 
Romans 8:32 further comments: “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up [to the cross] for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” At least one of those many things would be bodily healing; and Paul said that God would grant them all without exception!
 
One more Scripture that might not at first seem to fit my case for healing is Romans 14:23: “And he that doubteth is damned if he eat [food offered to an idol], because he eateth not of faith [that an idol is nothing]: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” The portion of this passage I want to emphasize is that not believing what Deity has said in His Word about us is an act of sin. The scriptural evidence is overwhelming that our Lord died to relieve us of the curse of sickness, just as He did of sin. To refuse to believe that reality is sin! That warning touches every aspect of life—without exception.
 
Probably the most unrecognized Scripture that backs up my case for Deity healing without exception those who meet His simple conditions is 1 Corinthians 7:2-5: “Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man [no limit on his age] have his own wife, and let every woman [no matter her age] have her own husband. Let the husband [be sure to] render unto the wife due benevolence [speaking of marital sexual union]: and likewise also the wife unto the husband. [His] wife hath
not power of her own body, but [her] husband: and likewise also [her] husband hath not
power of his own body, but [his] wife. Defraud ye not one the other [Deprive not one another of sexual activity.], except it be with [the] consent [of each] for a time that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.” “What,” you might ask, “does that have to do with bodily health?” Had sickness been expected during any
phase of the Christian’s life back then, why did Paul not say “Refrain not from sexual activity unless either the husband or wife is sick.” Or: “…after you who are married get too old and in too poor health to engage in such activity”? In other words, the fact that Paul did not mention those possibilities reveals that Christians expected to stay well all of their lives and to retain all of their bodily functions to the end of life! We have definitely been cheated out of much of our inheritance through lifeless religious tradition. Why would God want us to be well part of our lives and sick at other times? It makes no biblical or practical sense.
 
Another passage I want to include is 2 Corinthians 1:20, which says, “…all
the promises of God [without exception] in [Jesus Christ] are yea [all of the time], and in him Amen [in each and every instance], unto the glory of God by us.” But, in the face of such plain Scriptures, the religious say things like: “You never know what God is going to do.” “Sometimes you win, and sometimes you lose; that is just the way it is.” “Sometimes God says yes to our prayers, and sometimes He says no.” On the contrary, God declared through Paul that we can count on Deity backing His promises 100 per cent of the time. If there is a no, it shows up in His Word! Therefore, we can know ahead of time what Deity’s will is regarding all that matters to us; and our healing definitely matters.
 
Second Corinthians 2:14 states: “…thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ…” Would not always mean always? Does that not mean that God delivers His people from every kind of attack of the devil? And would not his attack on us with sickness be one of those battles in which God always causes us to triumph without exception? These are universal promises, applying to much more than the spirit realm. They cover every aspect of human life!
Speaking of the spirit realm, Ephesians 1:3 tells us that “…the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ...hath [That means past tense.] blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ…” He has already blessed us with all spiritual blessings!
Although
they are
spiritual
in essence, they manifest in this natural realm. Being stored in heaven, they have to be received by faith down here. Hebrews eleven reveals what spiritual faith will do in this natural world.
Ephesians 4:27 is one more universal Scripture passage. “Neither give place to the devil.” Knowing the devil is behind every illness one way or another, then giving no place to the devil
would include resisting sickness, would it not? If God wants us to resist every work of Satan (including sickness), that means God does not want us to accept sickness under any circumstance! It is obvious, then, that the religious idea that a believer suffering from sickness is somehow pleasing to God is a gross error in the church today. Deity wants His people to be healthy in body, without exception! Giving the devil no place, then, means giving no place to sickness, and that without exception! Job 2:7, Luke 13:16 and Acts 10:38 should be sufficient proof that Satan is behind all illness.
 
Looking at this issue from another angle, Philippians 1:6 says: “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you [in your spirit, soul and body] will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ…” This is another of those universal Scriptures; referring to our bodies as well as to our spirits. Upon releasing faith for healing in our bodies, we have to hold fast to the biblical promises of healing until our healing manifests in the flesh. When God begins such a work in us, He will do His part until it is complete. It is our responsibility to hold fast to our faith and confession until we get what we started out believing Him for. So-called faith failures are always on the part of those who say they believe God is going to heal them. Jesus has already done the work, so healing already exists within that spirit realm. Releasing faith for our physical healing starts the process on our end. God then begins to do His part in getting the blessing to us. The devil, of course, always
tries to prevent our healing from manifesting by increasing his attacks on us to persuade us it is not working so we will let go of our faith. Of course, God operates through our faith to complete the process. Such is His system. No faith, no manifestation. If we quit, Deity can go no further with our healing project. It is just that simple.
 
Philippians 4:19 is still another universal promise: “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Although the context refers to things material, bodily health is something many desperately need. Deity promising to supply all of our need would of necessity include supernatural healing for our bodies. If heaven holds a superabundant supply of material and financial blessings for God’s people, why would
He neglect our physical needs? Truth is God will meet our every need without exception!
 
Connect the reality that Christ repeatedly used the Greek word for salvation in reference to the healing of bodies with 1 Timothy 2:4, which states that, “[Deity] will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” We also learned that our bodies were just as lost as our souls. So, if God wants all men to be saved, then He must want us to be saved in body as well as in spirit and soul. While most believers agree that God wants all souls to be saved without exception, according to the truths we have learned in these studies we must also agree that Deity wants all to be saved (supernaturally healed) in body, without exception!
 
Consider 1 Timothy 4:8: “…bodily exercise profiteth little [in a small way for a short period of time]: but godliness [our faith practice] is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” Well, that life which now is would have to include health for our flesh. And Paul told us here that godliness will get the job done. It is profitable. You may have noticed that sickness is not very profitable to the sick man; only to doctors and pharmacists. Check out Mark 5:25-26, as well as your own experiences. First Timothy 4:15-16 offers us specific instructions on how to benefit from true godliness, saying: “Meditate upon these things [in God’s Word]; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting [from your godliness] may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself [your spirit, soul and body], and them that hear thee.” Thus, our godliness affects others as well as ourselves. Although most preachers insist that spiritual things are so important to God that we should not concern ourselves with the natural realm, Paul said in 1 Timothy 5:21: “I charge thee [all of us believers] before God, and [our] Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality [doing all without exception].”
On the negative side, 2 Timothy 3:12 declares that “…all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” Without exception, we who decide to live godly can expect to be the special targets of God’s enemy Satan. Of course, that does not mean that we have to get beat up all of the time. It simply means that our alignment with God assures us that His archenemy is our enemy as well, and that the devil will continue to attempt to destroy us if he can. We do not have to permit that, however (1 Corinthians 10:13; 2 Corinthians 2:11; Ephesians 4:27; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8-9; 1 John 4:4, 5:4). The devil’s persecution will include his attempts to put upon us every illness he can persuade us to accept. But, we can use God’s Word to defeat all illness, and receive healing and health instead; without exception.
 
Hebrews 11:6 is yet another universal Scripture passage. “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and [believe] that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” As believing what Deity says in His Word without exception pleases Him, just so, unbelief is a stench in His nostrils; without exception! God’s Word teaches without doubt that He wants us healed. He who doubts such biblical truth will receive nothing from God. James 1:6-8: “…let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth [between what Deity says in His Word and what circumstances and religious traditions suggest] is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. [He is] A double minded man [who] is unstable in all his ways.” Those who do not believe God wants us well need not worry about it. They will surely not enjoy divine health; without exception! God rewards everyone according to their faith. Look at Matthew 8:13, 9:29 and Hebrews 11:6 again.
 
On the other hand, many preachers insist that instead of Deity wanting us healthy, He might want us to suffer
from some debilitating illness
for some mysterious reason. James 1:13 and Galatians 4:13-14 put together completely destroy that religious lie. Paul said he had some kind of infirmity in his body when he first preached to the Galatians. He called it a temptation in his flesh. James used the same word Paul used for temptation, warning Christians to: “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted [by] God: for God cannot be tempted with evil [same word referring to illness], neither tempteth he any man [with any evil, such as sickness and disease]…” In the same territory of Galatia, Paul was stoned and left for dead. The infirmity he mentioned may well have been the bruises from that stoning. Paul did not say that he had some kind of disease. At any rate, James said God does not tempt anyone with evil—sickness. Those two Scriptures totally destroy the timeworn gutless tradition that has been dominating the church for centuries—that Deity may want us ill instead of well. Overwhelming biblical evidence points to the reality that without exception God wants His faithful people to walk in divine health!
Healing is always good. Acts 10:38 says that Christ went about doing good and healing. Notice that good and healing go together. James 1:17 then declares that, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” That verse declares that every good gift comes from God. Jesus came from heaven; and He healed all who were sick (who came to Him asking for healing). We are told in Psalms 107:20 that “Deity sent His Word and healed them.” Christ was that Word, and He healed all; which was a good thing. James 1:17 also says that with God there is no variableness; meaning that Deity always does what He does without exception. He heals without exception all those who believe and obey Him without exception! That is the message of James 5:14-15 as well: “Is any sick among you? let him call [upon] the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the [body of the] sick, and the Lord shall raise him up [without exception]…”
 
Now let us consider 1 Peter 2:24: “…by whose stripes ye were healed.” Of course, this is talking about Jesus. By His stripes (literally, by His bruise or wound—singular) we were healed. Peter did not say that some of you were healed, but all of you, without exception! We know that Peter wrote this letter to the entire church, so all that he said in it applies to each of us. Were being past tense, we all are already healed!
First Peter 5:7 commands us to cast our every care upon the Lord because he cares for us. Sickness is a major worry of most people today. Thus, God would have us transfer the burden of sickness to Him too! Casting all our cares on Him means that we will not try to remedy the burden ourselves, but depend on God’s deliverance system—Jesus Christ. He also wants us to be consistent in casting our cares on Him!
 
Can we truly depend on God to take care of our physical health, with no exceptions? First John 3:21-22: “Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep [all] his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.” Whatsoever would include healing for our physical bodies. And Deity has promised that He would answer such prayers for people who obey Him consistently. First John 5:14-15 further reinforces the previous passage: “And this is the confidence that we have in [God], that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.” I have presented overwhelming, conclusive biblical proof that it is Deity’s will that we be well in body, so asking for health is definitely His will. And we are assured that God will grant exactly that!
 
I want to wrap up this chapter with 3 John 2: “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” Such is Deity’s will for us in a gospel nutshell. It covers our soul (inner man), our body and even our material and financial needs. God wants us to prosper materially and financially and to be in health, just as He wants our soul to prosper (using the same word)! He also suggests that our soul prosperity will determine the degree of prosperity we will have in our health and finances. Such requires that we abandon much time-honored religious tradition in favor of God’s pure Word. Religious tradition will keep you sick and broke, whereas believing God’s Word will set you free in every area of your life! See John 8:31-32.







Chapter Seven
Foolish excuses/biblical answers
This chapter differs from the others in that it deals with a conglomeration of short topics that are not chapter-length by themselves, at least for my purposes here. I will begin by considering some topics that require only a few paragraphs, and then tackle a few others that take up a couple of pages each. You can learn much by looking into these issues.
It is truly amazing that in the blazing light of multitudes of biblical passages showing that Deity wants His people to enjoy perfect
supernatural health throughout this entire age, many theologians continue to invent and pass on ridiculous religious traditions that try to explain away God’s will in the matter. It is very difficult to convince some people of biblical truth about any doctrinal idea when they already have their minds made up about what they want to believe. I will show you what I mean with a couple of examples out of one study book in my library; one of my New Testaments, no less!
I am referring to one New Testament edition containing a dictionary of Greek words, from which I have gained a great deal of revelation on the subject of divine healing. However, in a few sections, where the editor made some comments on some particular passage, I have also found some ridiculous speculations that attempt to dull the sharp edge
of the sword of God’s Word about divine health. In his comment on Mark 16:17, which promises that supernatural signs will follow us believers, the editor either said or approved somebody else’s comment that the Greek verb believe was in the aorist tense, which meant that those signs were to follow only those who had already believed (meaning the original twelve apostles), and were not promised to anyone after that time. Now, in the previous verse the same Greek word for believe, in the same tense, was used in reference to people who believed in order to be saved. Carrying out the editor’s comment to its logical scriptural conclusion, he should have pointed out that only those people who had already believed up to that time were candidates for salvation. Nobody afterward could hope to be saved! Of course, we know such reasoning is ridiculous. He deliberately manipulated the Greek language in that case to discourage all belief in present day miracles, while failing to consistently push his aorist-tense argument elsewhere.
In that same volume, the editor’s take on James 5:14-15 followed suit. He insisted that the elders in the early church performed many tasks, including medical assistance. They were to minister medicinal remedies before they prayed for the sick. (That super-educated, very popular theologian also said some other ultra-stupid things in his comments on the subject of healing in James five, but I will not use any more space in this chapter for such nonsense.) Biblical evidence plainly reveals that believers, for decades at least, walked in divine health, making no use of medicinal means. Even the Encyclopedia Britannica bears out that truth.
In the man’s negative comments on 1 Corinthians 12-14, his religious animosity against anything that smacks of the supernatural in our day becomes evident. He needs to read chapter one in this volume. It obliterates all of his educated religious arguments. He even tried to prove that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is no longer necessary or valid in modern times; let alone His spiritual gifts. How stupid can one get!
 
Some of those cessationists (people who believe that God stopped performing healing miracles when the last of Jesus’ twelve apostles died) go to great lengths to make their point. Bill Johnson mentions one of those deceived theologians in his book, When Heaven Invades Earth. He said on page 186 that a man told him that ever since God stopped performing miracles, any unexplained healings or blessings of any kind would necessarily be the work of the devil. Bill Johnson told him that his (that man’s) devil was too big, and his God too small! I agree. How stupid can people get? I sometimes use some strong words to get across my point. It is high time we in the church took a stand on the unchanging Word of God, and stopped being religious wimps! And that is not just my opinion; biblical truth totally destroys all wimpy theology.
After finishing my first book on healing, it dawned on me that since Christ is the ONLY Savior (Supernatural Healer—Acts 4:12), there is no way the devil can heal! If Satan could heal, then there would be more than one Savior. But, there being only One Savior, that One Savior being Jesus Christ, there is no way Satan can heal anybody! That settles that. Besides, John 10:10 says Satan comes for no other purpose than to steal, kill and destroy. Healing does not destroy, but does the very opposite. The truth is that it is not in Satan’s nature or power to heal; just to steal, kill and destroy!
 
Here is still another point on this subject I have wanted for some time to make. Show me just one case in either the Old or New Testament of someone being healed through the medical profession. Just one! I have not found any. Not only that; show me one case of either God the Father or of Christ recommending the medical profession. There are Scriptures that show how inadequate the medical profession was back in those days. Second Chronicles 16:12-13 and Mark 5:25-26 are prime examples. Neither is there a hint anywhere in the Bible that God would someday relinquish His ministry of healing to the medical profession. Of course, there are many theologians who twist Scriptures to attempt to persuade the church that God had such in mind, but there is not a shred of biblical evidence to that effect. None! In Matthew 9:12-13, Mark 2:17 and Luke 5:31-32, Jesus Christ said that He had come to earth to be our Physician (Healer). Ironically, those passages are the very ones many theologians use to attempt to prove that Jesus backed the medical profession.
 
Another of those religious foibles is the claim that Jesus healed merely to prove that He was the Son of Deity. If such were true, then He must have botched His plan big time, for His healings failed to persuade the religious leaders that He was anything more than a troublemaking rebel. One reason they hated Him was His healings, especially on the Sabbath. If Jesus wanted to impress them with His ministry, why did He not at least change His style
so the religious Jews would accept Him as the Messiah? Moreover, why did He often tell some whom He had healed not to mention it to anyone? See Matthew 8:4, 16:20, 17:9, Mark 7:35-37, 8:25-26 and Luke 8:56. Christ’s mode of operation does not lend itself to such flimsy theology. He healed people because they needed to be healed, and because He had come to fulfill Deity’s promises to save all that was lost, including lost bodies! Look at Luke 4:18 and 19:10. Jesus healed not to prove Who He was, but because of Who He was—Jehovah-Rapha in the flesh! Why did Christ’s disciples continue to heal supernaturally? If He healed to prove His Deity, did they heal to prove theirs?
 
Theologians for centuries have also either ignorantly or deliberately misrepresented the essence of certain words in the Bible to shape the Christian’s thinking on the subject of healing. Three of those words are mercy, grace and soul. In most commentaries I have consulted in my biblical studies, the word grace is usually said to apply to man’s spirit, while the word mercy can apply to one’s spirit or body. Christ had mercy or compassion on the multitudes and healed all their sick. However, the higher divine attribute known as grace is supposedly reserved for man’s spirit alone. That traditional idea is out of step with the New Testament Greek language.
First Corinthians chapter twelve instructs us Christians about the Holy Spirit and His gifts. The word translated gift is the Greek xarismata, which simply means grace or favor. In 1 Corinthians 12:4, 9, 28 and 30, the word is linked with the Greek iaoomai—healing. Xarismata is an extension of the Greek word xaris—grace. Xarismata appearing with the Greek word iaoomai is rendered gifts of healings—literally, healing grace; which means grace is closely connected to the healing of the body, and not only the spirit. In 2 Corinthians 8:7, Paul testified of the believers in Corinth that they were abounding in all of the spiritual gifts; which surely included the healing gifts (and then admonished them to abound in the grace of giving as well). His statement linked grace with spiritual gifts, including
the
healing of sick bodies. Therefore, grace is not restricted to our spiritual welfare alone.
Although not connected to bodily healing, 2 Corinthians chapters eight and nine do connect grace to financial and material prosperity. I mention that reality in this section for the express purpose of showing that xaris (grace) applies to the whole person, not just the spirit of man. Highly-educated theologians seem adept at leaving off that scriptural reality; which indicates that they are biased against our financial and material well-being in Christ, as well as divine healing.
 
Just as enlightening is the biblical truth about the word soul, which many theologians deliberately distort as they do the word grace. In all of Scripture, there is only one instance of the word soul placed adjacent to the one meaning to heal! In Psalms 41:4, the psalmist asked the Lord to
heal his soul. That Hebrew word does not always refer to one’s inner man, however. In Strong’s dictionary, the word 5315 often refers to one’s entire being. In fact, the very first appearance of it in Genesis says that Adam’s flesh, filled with Deity’s breath, became a living soul; meaning he was complete in his being. See Genesis 2:7. In the Psalms passage, the word for heal is Strong’s 7495, which is utilized repeatedly to indicate God’s healing of the human body. That unveils the sad reality that unbelieving theologians deliberately distort biblical truth in order to sway church theology toward a bias against divine healing. Such attitudes and actions are truly criminal! That also indicates many religious traditions need to be changed. Despite the fact that in numerous cases the word for healing is applied to human bodies, according to many theologians that lone instance of using the word soul with the word heal is supposed to mean that we must always interpret healing to be of the soul and not of the body. Mountains of biblical evidence are thrown out the window to support the religious biases of certain deceived theologians!
On the contrary, in my biblical studies I have discovered that the word soul is used in the New Testament to refer to the healing (actually, saving) of a human body part. In Mark 3:3-4 and Luke 6:6-10, we read of a certain man who had a withered hand. Jesus asked some religious leaders if it were permitted on the Sabbath day to do good or evil; to save life or destroy it. In Greek, the word translated life in English is actually psuche—often rendered
soul—Strong’s 5590. Thus, Christ revealed the fact that the word soul applies to man’s physical body as well as to his inner personality. Therefore, we could use the same bias certain theologians use to teach that everywhere the word soul is found it refers to the body. Nevertheless, such would be ultra-dishonest on our part, so we will not even consider doing such a diabolical thing. I do want to point out one Scripture passage that will be seen in a totally different light because of the biblical truth we just discovered. In 1 Peter 2:24, we find that by Jesus’ bruise we were healed. We were sheep
who had been lost but who had returned to the Shepherd of our souls—psuche. Based upon this wording, theologians try to convince Christians that the apostle here meant that Jesus had merely healed our souls, not at all affecting our bodies. Yet, what we gleaned from the passages in Mark three and Luke six reveals that instead of the Savior leaving our bodies out of His sacrifice, He actually
included our bodies in Deity’s redemption project. In essence, Peter said that we were healed by Jesus’ wound because we were lost sheep! In other words, man’s lostness had affected his body as well as his soul, making it necessary for Christ to redeem the body as well as the soul. By the way, the man with the withered hand was completely restored in his body, which Jesus referred to as the soul or life of the man.
 
Just so you know that my case is not dependent on just a few Scriptures, let us consider several other passages that will ease your mind. In Matthew 6:25, the Savior warned us to: “Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?” In this verse, the word psuche in the Greek appears twice as life in the English versions. The Lord’s words obviously refer to physical functions, for He mentioned eating and drinking. Therefore, eating and drinking must be activities that affect our bodies as well as our souls. Also see Luke 12:22-23.
In still another enlightening case, in Matthew 20:28, the Savior said that He, “…came not to be ministered unto, but to minister [to us], and to give his life [psuche] a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45 repeated what Matthew recorded. Thus, what our Savior gave up
in His sacrifice was His soul, which included His body, which died on the cross in our behalf.
In Luke 12:18-19, we find a foolish farmer deciding what to do about his bumper crops; saying to himself: “I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my [agricultural products]. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast [a lot of material] goods laid up for many years; [so,] take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.” Here again, we find the word soul associated with material goods and the bodily consumption of them. Yet, in that very night God spoke to the man and told him his soul would be required of him; meaning he would die physically and leave all of his goods for someone else to enjoy (Luke 12:20).
Consider this list of Scriptures, in which Jesus said that He was about to sacrifice His life (psuche) for His own sheep in accordance with His Father’s plan. John 10:11: “I am the good shepherd: [And] the good shepherd giveth his life [soul] for the sheep.” He said the same in John 10:15. And finally, notice John 10:17, where Jesus tied that sacrifice to Deity’s will: “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life [soul], that I might take it [my soul] again [by means of His resurrection].” Therefore, Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross included His body as well as His soul; calling it His life!
In John 13:37-38, Peter used that same word to express his loyalty to Jesus. “Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now [by dying]? I will lay down my life [psuche, soul] for thy sake. Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life [psuche, soul] for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, [instead of such bravery,] The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice.” Thus, Peter well knew that the word psuche could be applied to body as well as soul.
 
In Acts 15:26, Barnabas and Paul were commended as: “Men that have hazarded [endangered] their lives [souls] for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Did such mean the two men were in danger of losing their soul-salvation? Hardly! It simply meant that they frequently faced the threat of death. Yet another example is Acts 27:10, wherein the apostle Paul (now a prisoner along with others on their way to Rome in a ship) warned the military leaders: “Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our lives [souls].” Finally, after the centurion started listening to Paul, Acts 27:22 informs us that Paul then boldly stated: “And now I exhort you to be of good cheer [even in the midst of these less-than-cheerful circumstances]: for there shall be no loss of any man’s life [psuche, soul] among you, but of the ship [only].” Acts 27:37 again uses the same word to inform us of how many people were on that troublesome voyage. “And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls [psuche].”
 
First Corinthians 15:44 gives us another example of how the Greek word psuche was used without showing up in the English versions of the Bible. “It [the Christian’s dead body] is sown [buried as] a natural [psuchikos, soulish] body; it is raised [up in the resurrection as] a spiritual body. There is a natural [psuchikos, soulish] body, and there is a spiritual body.” Thus, the body is so intricately connected to the soul that our Savior could not in His sacrifice affect one without affecting the other.
Philippians 2:30: “Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not regarding his life [soul], to supply your lack of service toward me.” Here, Paul obviously means that Epaphroditus risked his physical life to minister to him.
In 1 Peter 3:20, we have Peter’s comment that, “…in the days of Noah…eight souls were saved by water.” Peter was obviously referring to the flood. The ark actually lifted them above the flood-waters and carried them to safety. The word soul refers to the outward (as well as the inward) substance of Noah and his family members. Their bodies were saved.
First John 3:16 is a vital message to the modern church, reporting: “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he [Christ] laid down his life [soul] for us: [therefore] we ought to lay down our lives [souls] for the brethren.” Such cannot mean that we lose our salvation in order to help others, but that we sacrifice our time, effort and material goods for the good of our Christian brothers and sisters; even risking our physical lives (souls), if need be.
Finally, look at what Revelation 12:11 says Christians in the future will do because of their loyalty to God: “And they overcame him [the Antichrist] by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their [faithful] testimony; and they loved not their lives [souls] unto the death.” They will not risk the loss of their soul-salvation, but of their physical lives.
One more flimsy religious excuse (and probably the most popular one of all) for not standing on God’s Word until one receives his or her bodily healing is the argument that since the sickness does not go away immediately Deity must have
allowed it, or the illness would not stubbornly stick around. Simply because it happens supposedly means God willed it to happen. Therefore, He must not want us to resist illness. Well, sin also happens, and that every single day all around the globe. But
that does not mean God wants it that way! He does not want Christians to be sick either. However, Deity’s will is not the only factor involved in any case of sickness or healing. We definitely have a say-so in our affairs, including whether or not we get or stay sick; or get or stay well. There is also a measure of hypocrisy in those religious adherents, for the same people who use such arguments apparently see no inconsistency in going to the doctor for relief of symptoms of the same sicknesses they say Deity does not want to heal. That is merely another lame
excuse
to avoid the
good fight of faith, which Paul spoke of in 1 Timothy 6:12 and 2 Timothy 4:7. Our battles are not with flesh and blood, but certainly have the tendency to affect our flesh and blood!
 
That God-must-have-allowed-it-in-my-life excuse is based on a false perception of God’s sovereignty. Although I do not desire to tackle the subject of sovereignty in any great detail within this volume, I do need to deal with it to some degree, in order to expose, and then dispose of, that most deceptive tradition. It is indeed strange that the only time that subject is discussed outside church walls is when some tragic event occurs! I have never ever heard anybody say that it was the sovereignty of God that landed them that new job, or gained them that pay raise. The religious sovereignty argument is a mere convenient scapegoat for unbelief, and nothing more. It is also strange that those people who resort to that religious excuse feel relieved of any demand of personal resistance to sickness, but obviously feel no embarrassment over paying some physician to try to get rid of it for them! Neither have I heard anyone blame their good health on God’s sovereignty. I have heard many say regarding their good health that they have just been lucky! Blaming sickness on God might bring temporary relief from guilt, but it will not produce health.
I am not out to destroy doctrine per se, but I do desire to expose and destroy any religious doctrine that is destroying God’s people; and that Deity-allowed-it doctrine is definitely one of them. So, let me begin the process of eliminating that false concept, which has been the physical undoing of many Christians over many centuries. Why complain about Deity allowing some illness to come into your life, but not mention the fact that He allowed you to
sleep well last night, or that He provided adequate food
for your family? Learn this truth: If Deity did not allow it, it could not happen; period! Such is true of every activity in the entire universe. Thus, everything that does happen twenty-four hours a day happens because Deity allowed it to happen. That does not necessarily mean God wants it to happen, but that He did not prevent it from happening. There is a dynamic biblical explanation for that.
At creation God gave man a free will, plus dominion over this earth and all in it. Deity never took back His authority; nor did man lose that authority to Satan, as some teachers insist. Nor did man lose his freedom to choose after the fall. From the first, God instituted the
law of sowing and reaping, causing fallen man to suffer today because he keeps sowing the wrong seeds and reaping unwanted crops. Deity will not arbitrarily intervene to stop a sinner from reaping a crop of the curse. He provided salvation from the curse through His Son Jesus Christ. However, there are conditions we have to meet, in order to receive redemption from those curses that resulted from the fall. If man refuses to meet the conditions for relief from the curses, he continues to reap the curses. If he meets the conditions, God then intervenes. Deity is legal in all of His dealings. God does not move out of turn! That is why He allows bad things to happen. Deity allows terrorists to murder multitudes of innocent people, sexual perverts to molest little babies, and dishonest politicians and financiers to pursue their diabolical work without intervening from on high; unless sinners and/or believers repent and meet His conditions for heavenly intervention. The same rule applies to believers concerning their health, finances, etc. Deity will not automatically protect even them from the curses if they either ignorantly or deliberately fail to meet His conditions. Deity did not tell us to accept sickness and then blame it on Him, but to resist the devil and his works in Jesus’ name.
The Savior clearly stated in Matthew 18:18 that what we Christians allow to happen on earth is the problem. It is not heaven’s fault that bad things continue to plague this planet! Whatever we believers permit (allow) to happen on earth will be allowed by heaven. What we believers refuse to allow will be refused allowance by heaven. Matthew 18:19 reveals the primary reason believers in general
keep allowing bad things to happen. If just two believers will agree regarding anything one of them asks in prayer, God will grant their request! So, it is obvious why so many prayers go unanswered: the lack of agreement among believers—denominational differences, etc. This Matthew passage plus many other New Testament Scripture passages rebuff all speculation that our problems and/or solutions to our many problems are the direct result of God’s arbitrary, sovereign intervention. Deity neither puts curses upon us arbitrarily, nor does He favor certain people by arbitrarily preventing or removing the curses from them. He Who made the rules certainly abides by them. Moreover, He is no respecter of persons. See Acts 10:34, Romans 2:11, Ephesians 6:9, Colossians 3:25 and 1 Peter 1:17. If God will not dare to break His own eternal principles, then how can we break them and expect to come out to the good? Let us, then, stop this silly practice of blaming our problems on the sovereignty of God, saying we have a bad situation because God allowed it. No, Christians allow tragic things into their own lives, either through ignorance or outright rebellion!
 
The opposite side of that religious coin, so to speak, is to blame God for good things not happening. “If God wants you poor, then you are going to be poor; and
there is nothing you
can do about it (the naysayers insist). If God wants you sick, then you are going to stay sick; and there is nothing you can
do about that.” The Word of God declares the very opposite. Matthew 13:58 says that Jesus did not do many miracles in His home town on account of their unbelief. Failure in their case was not God’s fault, but that of their own unbelief! God will not overrule man’s free will. Mark 6:5-6 says that Jesus Himself actually had no ability to perform any miracles there because of their unbelief. He could not arbitrarily intervene on their behalf to bring about good things, because unbelief on their part stood in the way of the very Son of God!
Whereas religious unbelief claims God allows bad things to happen to His own faithful people for reasons beyond our understanding, Scripture actually says otherwise. It speaks of things
Deity will not allow! For instance, in 1 Corinthians 10:13, Paul declared in no uncertain terms: “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man [That means the devil cannot use some new weapon on you.]: but God is faithful, who will not suffer [allow] you to be tempted above that ye are able [to resist in the faith]; but will [along] with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it [endure it
without compromise or failure].” We know that Satan is the culprit behind all temptation, so we automatically know that God is never the guilty party in the temptations that frequently come our way. Infirmity can be one of those temptations, because Paul said in Galatians 4:13-14: “through
infirmity
of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you [in Galatia] at the first. And my temptation which was in my flesh [most likely the bruising from the stoning in Lystra] ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.” Paul was not diseased, but whatever he suffered in his body he called a temptation. James 1:13 says that God can neither be tempted with evil, nor tempts anyone with evil. Therefore, Paul’s infirmity was not God’s idea. Now, some may retort that in that case God allowed Paul to be afflicted with that painful infirmity, but I answer that Paul did not die from such infirmity, nor did he have to spend recovery time in some hospital. Paul got right up and went back to preaching. I have never heard of any of those people who complain that God allowed their sickness recovering immediately and going about their daily business. Instead, they gripe about their unfair lot in life.
Psalms 89:33-34 is another example of God not allowing: “Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from [David, the covenant man], nor suffer [allow] my faithfulness to fail. My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.” In Psalms 103:3, David mentioned the benefits of that Old Covenant, saying that God: “forgiveth all thine iniquities; [and] healeth all thy diseases…” The healing of our bodies is part of the New Covenant as well, and Deity is faithful to fulfill it. He will not arbitrarily allow
sickness
or disease to overtake the faithful if we resist it in faith.
Focusing on the Gospel of Mark, I want to deal here with one more excuse many theologians use to attack the divine healing message. The argument is that verses nine through twenty in Mark chapter sixteen are missing from some New Testament Greek manuscripts. Many capitalize on that fact to push their contention that the material in those verses is not bona fide Scripture, and therefore should not be used as the foundation for any New Testament doctrine. It is strange,
however, that some theologians accept as valid the one verse that mentions water-baptism, while scrapping all of the rest. What they deem is agreeable with their particular theology is accepted, whereas they do away with all of the promises of supernatural doings. How about that! How convenient! It is easy to stop such arguments in their tracks with knowledge of the truth about those early manuscripts.
First of all, it is only the two oldest manuscripts that do not contain those verses. Several early manuscripts in other languages do. Even one of the two that do not contain them left a blank space at the end, indicating that something did belong there.
The writings of the Ante-Nicene Fathers bear witness as well that those verses are valid. Sixteen times, that portion of Mark chapter sixteen is referred to in multiple copies of their manuscripts, some of which are older than the oldest New Testament copies. That ought to have some bearing on our acceptance of those verses as being bona fide Scripture. It was not until the fourth century that they were questioned.
Perhaps the best argument against the naysayers is the fact that the Codex Vaticanus, which leaves out that portion of Mark sixteen, also left off Hebrews 9:14-13:25, all of First and Second Timothy, Titus, Philemon and Revelation. Does that mean those portions of the Bible are not genuine? The final truth to consider is that the supernatural features in Mark sixteen are either taught or demonstrated elsewhere in the New Testament. Moreover, Mark would be incomplete without such an ending.
I gleaned all of that information from Dake’s Annotated Reference Bible. He researched the subject many years ago, and I took advantage of his work that was already available. Theologians who reject those documentable facts are simply dishonest. Why should we feel obligated to patronize them?







Chapter Eight
Faulty theology on bodily healing
In my first book on the subject of sickness and healing, I purposely refrained from naming names
when discussing the negative side of this issue. In this volume I see that I can no longer continue that practice. Every believer needs to know why his or her denomination either refuses to preach divine healing, or becomes indignant toward any who mention it.
 
I will make use of
the research
of Francis MacNutt, which he published in his book entitled, The Nearly Perfect Crime. I will not quote exact statements, or give any page numbers, but simply recount general history of the sickness/healing subject-matter having occurred especially over the past five hundred years. If any reader wants to learn more, I suggest they obtain a personal copy of his unique book. It is a classic in my estimation. (I am looking forward to a time when other authors recommend my books on this and other subjects.) It is time the truth came forth about the history of the subject of sickness and healing as it relates to the Body of Christ.
 
In a gaining-and-then-maintaining-your-interest manner, Francis MacNutt’s book covers in depth the tragic history of how the prayer of faith for healing was gradually corrupted by the Roman Catholic Church, and then extinguished from the Protestant segment altogether. Such history has names that go with it, and tells of their negative contributions.
Although belief in divine healing had been waning since Constantine made Christianity the primary Roman religion, the serious beginning of that tragic downhill trek was in the same century when Augustine converted from Manichaeism and became the foremost theologian of the Roman Catholic Church. His early written works reveal that he carried some of that
Manichaeism with him into his new position. No one in that day saw such a flaw, of course, for in those days the corrupted church overlooked a lot of important things. The man obviously still held some of the concepts of that heresy he had just come out of: Namely, that the world of matter is evil and the spirit good, meaning that Deity would not be as interested in ministering to the flesh as He would the spirit. Therefore, bodily healing was not all that important to God. Augustine noted that bodily healings did not take place very often anymore. How could they after the Roman church had become much more interested in gaining
earthly wealth and political clout than in believing and obeying God? Augustine, in his later years, began to notice that healings were taking place after all, so he wrote a book of retractions of his earlier stance on healing and other matters; admitting therein that divine healing was still valid even in the fourth century.
Augustine’s carryover error from Manichaeism added to the Greek philosophy of Plato, which taught the same error, and which had been incorporated into Roman Catholicism early on. Those philosophical influences, plus the pressures coming from the hordes of heathen pouring into Rome from northern lands about that time, led the Roman church over the next thousand years to develop a theology that claimed the human body was God’s enemy, and therefore the enemy of the believer’s spirit as well. However, Paul’s discourse on the flesh-versus-the-spirit in Galatians dealt with the flesh principle Satan uses to tempt people, not our actual human body. Our bodies were no more evil than our spirits. That is why God redeemed them both through Christ’s sacrifice. In Ephesians 5:23, Paul made it clear that the Lord was Savior of the body. In the gospels, Christ frequently saved physical bodies. Therefore, Jesus Christ is as much the Savior of our bodies as He is our souls. Thus, our redeemed bodies are no more God’s enemies than our redeemed spirits and souls are. It is obvious that religion has distorted that biblical reality.
Over the next twelve hundred years, the Roman Catholic Church steadily regressed in both its views and practices of prayer for healing. They went from anyone can pray for the sick, to only the official Catholic priests can pray, to certain miraculously-endowed monks can pray for the sick, to only kings can pray for the sick, to send the sick to holy shrines where people were known to get well after visiting them. By the sixteenth century, the divine healing issue had been so clouded by corruption and tradition that church reformers such as John Calvin were inclined to scrap the whole thing. Heavily influenced by Augustine’s theology, and negatively impressed with Roman Catholic corruption, Calvin decided that healing was not for today. Calvin either deliberately or ignorantly passed over Augustine’s later book of retractions,
which reversed his position on divine healing. The fact that Calvin was such a devoted student of Augustine inclines me to think that he deliberately ignored such information.
It is obvious that John Calvin did not consult Scripture on the healing issue, because had he done so he would have known that bodily healing is a bona fide scriptural doctrine. John Calvin was schooled in Hebrew, Greek and Latin, so he was familiar with the same material I have presented here and in my first book on healing. John Calvin made a major theological blunder that has caused untold casualties within the Body of Christ. Based on Augustine’s early writings, he decided that miraculous healings were meant only for first century believers. Calvin’s works established Cessationism as a principal church doctrine that has plagued the church to this day. Most of those theologians who get bent all out of shape when someone suggests that God might want to heal people today do not realize that John Calvin, not the Bible, squeezed them into that rigid mold. Cessationism is clearly taught in Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion.
By the way, I am here touching on only a few of the high points in MacNutt’s most informative work. I am not seeking to draw people away from his book, but endeavoring to lead people to it for the full story. It will amaze you; it will anger you (at history, not MacNutt); it will inform you; and finally, it will encourage you about what God is doing today. On the other hand, my two books on healing are geared to take the Body of Christ into the fullness of biblical healing reality.
One of the major emphases of the Reformation Movement was the validity and authority of Scripture over any doctrine dictated by the popes.
We would naturally think that Calvin would redirect God’s church back to the apostolic teachings, but instead he introduced some new doctrines of his own. Martin Luther, the first figure in the Reformation Movement, simply ignored the healing subject altogether.
At the risk of offending those in the Calvinistic tradition, I have to bring out the fact that John Calvin has done more damage to the church of Jesus Christ from within than all of the heretics combined who were never allowed to be part of the mainstream church. He not only insisted that healing ceased by God’s design when the last of the twelve apostles passed away, he introduced a new concept claiming demons had been banished from this world after the Resurrection of Christ. Such nonsense allows our enemy Satan to continue his abominable deeds undetected. John Calvin believed that Satan tempts people to commit sin, but dismissed all belief that demons yet afflict people with sickness and disease, as when Jesus walked the earth, and later in the book of Acts. Calvin must have thought that Satan all by himself did all of the tempting of every individual on the globe. Such would make Satan omnipresent like God. Instead, Satan is said to walk from place to place, not be everywhere at once. Look at Job 1:7, 2:2 and 1 Peter 5:8. Also consider what Jesus said in Luke 13:11 about that Jewish woman who had a spirit
of infirmity, but later (verse sixteen) stated that Satan was the one who bound her with the sickness. That spirit of infirmity
must have been a demon, one of Satan’s emissaries. On top of that, Acts 5:15-16 reveals that demons were still at work putting sickness on people. Luke said plainly that those who were sick and tormented by unclean spirits were all healed. We would all have to agree that that Acts account occurred after Christ’s resurrection. That tells us unclean spirits are still around, and that John Calvin erred in that respect.
 
Calvin was not a product of his time; nor ought he to be excused for his actions because of his reactions to the mass corruption of his time. He was well-versed in the Scriptures, so he had everything he needed to grasp scriptural truth in that vital area of doctrine. He simply failed to do so.
Others after Calvin did even more damage to the healing ministry Christ established on earth before He went back to heaven. Whereas Catholicism demanded strict loyalty to the dictates of popes and other church officials regarding what people must believe, as well as how they were to live, on the other hand, Protestantism gradually gravitated to holding to certain doctrinal beliefs as all important. Experiencing the gospel blessings was not emphasized; just loyalty to certain denominational dogmas. What loyal Christian would dare to pray for bodily healing in such a religious atmosphere? Yet, I faced the very same in the 1970s
in the denomination I was affiliated with. When I mentioned divine healing to one of its local pastors, the man gruffly retorted, “Have you ever seen anybody healed?” That man was a product of Calvinism and probably did not even realize it; nor did I at the time!
 
The so-called European Enlightenment during the 1700s produced yet another blow to even the thought of praying for physical healing. David Hume, an influential philosopher in that humanistic movement emphasized the new rationalism, which denied the existence of miracles. Of course, with that attitude dominating, nobody in the European neighborhood experienced any miracles. Remember Mark 6:5-6. Believers who wanted to believe and practice the original faith had to band together in little pockets here and there. So, miracles did continue to occur on a very small scale. The dominating denominations, however, began to assimilate David Hume’s ungodly philosophy into their theology, and denied miracles along with him. It took God’s church a long period of time to sink to that level of unbelief. But its fall did not end there. It got worse. After that, the church’s slide toward total unbelief gained momentum. Had anybody consulted Scripture about the issue, such tragedy would never have occurred. But, as it turned out, Scripture itself was actually one of the victims of that satanic philosophy, along with the deceived church. Each layer of heretical unbelief was built upon the previous fallacy. Miracles being denied in that day, philosophers and theologians began to cast doubts upon the biblical accounts of miracles in the past. Yes, they began to question whether the miracles attributed to Jesus Himself actually happened; insisting that such claims were mere myths!
Protestantism split into two major groups: conservatives and liberals. Conservatives believed that miracles of healing were no longer to take place, but yet believed those miracles Christ performed were genuine. The liberals denied that any miracles had ever occurred. That meant that the only way to intellectually deal with those accounts of biblical miracles was to spiritualize them; insisting that they were heightened accounts of ordinary events to teach some spiritual reality. No one could take them literally. If it were not so tragic, such attempts to explain some of those miracles would actually be humorous. Israel crossed the Reed Sea (not the Red Sea); the water so shallow that reeds would grow in it. Pharaoh’s entire army, then (horses, chariots and all), drowned in only a few feet of water! When five thousand people were fed, the food came not from that little boy’s five loaves and two fish. Liberals contend that the people had bread and fish stuffed in their loose clothing. The miracle was people sharing food with each other; a genuine act of love. There was no actual multiplication of food. The list of asinine arguments goes on and on. And these were and are highly-educated people!
 
As I pointed out in one chapter in my first healing book, the church as a whole bought into that scientific worldview, which forced Christians to deny the very Word of God. That included the conservatives as well as the liberals. One of the more popular theologians, William Barclay, suggested that our Lord used the power of suggestion when He supposedly cast out demons. Barclay called the whole thing a delusion. The people merely thought they were demon possessed, so when Jesus did His thing they thought they were freed from such demons. I am not making up this stuff. Commentaries written even by conservative theologians are filled with that kind of nonsense. I have some in my own library.
 
Could it have, and did it, get worse? Absolutely; at least on the conservative side! During the1800s, a preacher who became highly influential among the Plymouth Brethren, by the name of John Nelson Darby, introduced
another concept into the religious mix. He decided that the church age was divided into different dispensations. God’s dealings with His church changed from dispensation to dispensation. Darby’s theory contended that healing and other charismatic gifts were supposed to happen during the first dispensation, but were scheduled by Deity to cease when the last apostle died. Calvin had suggested that concept, but Darby turned it into solid church doctrine; which holds captive a host of church denominations to this day. Many think the New Testament teaches Dispensationalism, but its authoritative position in church history came from Darby, not Scripture!
John Darby, like many other strong personalities in the historical church, became overly authoritarian in his views and leadership position, feeling compelled to expel some of the other leaders in that church circle. Two of those leaders were George Muller and Watchman Nee. Most people do not know the source of their denomination’s peculiar doctrines, but the roots of some were the mere opinion of John Darby. If some do not believe what I am reporting here, it becomes obvious when considering that Darby visited North America and greatly influenced some big name church leaders, such as Dwight L. Moody and C. I. Scofield. Scofield taught in his Bible notes that Dispensationalism is definitely a scriptural principle. The Scofield Bible has been and still is revered by
multitudes of Christians worldwide. The writings of Dwight L. Moody have also influenced countless Christians. Church
members must begin to research their church doctrines to determine if they are valid or erroneous. Those Berean Jews did so when Paul preached to them. Look at Acts 17.10-11. We are to contend for the faith once delivered to the saints, not the doctrines of particular denominations (Jude 3)!
 
On the liberal side things became worse too! Denying the miracles in Christ’s ministry led liberal theologians to take another fatal step. From earliest church history, Christians have believed in Christ’s resurrection. However, theologians coming to question that miracles have actually occurred at any time, they began to question Jesus’ resurrection; which would necessarily have been a miracle. The theologian most closely associated with that concept was Rudolf Bultmann, the most influential New Testament scholar of the twentieth century. He and others like him set out to
demythologize
the Bible. They popularized the modern idea that only seminary students can truly understand Scripture. Rudolf Bultmann has had the most influence on liberal university theology in recent history. Graduates coming fresh out of those schools merely laugh at and mock anyone who claims to believe in miracles. We are superstitious leftovers from the Stone Age! Neanderthals, even! From his regrettable theology has come the contention that Christ was not actually raised from the dead. There had to be some better explanation. Romans 10: 9-10 says that we must believe that God raised Christ from the dead to be saved. Therefore, how could Rudolf Bultmann and others who have followed his advice actually be saved? If he held to that lie to the end of his life, which occurred in 1976, that theologian is abiding in Hades today! That is not my personal peeve. It is God’s immutable Word.
 
I yet refrain from naming the names of people still living, whose current writings echo the sentiments of theologians such as John Darby and Rudolf Bultmann. But, I will warn you that Christian book stores across this nation are full of books that agree with the theology of such men. Therefore, I give you some valuable advice you may not be familiar with. When shopping for commentaries on the Bible, if the seller indicates to you that certain commentaries reflect the latest in critical
biblical exposition, I recommend you keep looking. The word critical lets you know those books are the work of some liberal individual or group of theologians that deny all miracles, even Jesus’ resurrection! Commentaries and other books written by conservative theologians insist that Jesus’ miracles were genuine. They only deny that miracles are to occur today. I am not aware of any commentary that
rightly divides God’s Word when it comes to miracles.
 
I do not contend that commentaries and other Christian books contain no truth at all. I merely warn the reader that many of those works are heavily influenced by the heretical
doctrines that I have enumerated here. Bible commentaries, of course, do contain valuable historical information, as well as details about ancient customs, etc. Many are quite useful for reference and comparison with other such works, but
do not trust them as the last word on any important subject. I refuse to wade through loads of unbelief in any man’s book just to find a few morsels of genuine biblical truth.
Neither do I claim that John Calvin or any of the others I mentioned were wrong on every issue. They did have what I call blind spots in their theology. Of course, any person who
denies Jesus’ resurrection is obviously a full-fledged heretic. They cannot be saved
as long as they hold to such unbiblical ideas. It is most important that we preach the gospel truth!
I will say that John Calvin did do a fair job of debunking Roman Catholicism’s corruptions and other heresies of his day. However, steeped in his arguments against heretics, he overlooked much biblical truth himself, and then recorded his own erroneous conclusions in his theological works.
 
One big problem I have with so many Christian authors today is that they have the tendency to quote from Calvin or Luther, or Wesley or some other founder of a denomination or religious movement. It seems they believe their founders had the whole Bible truth, or that they think nobody is able to understand Scripture without consulting their theology. Indeed, such men did point out scriptural truths that many others
had overlooked in their times. But why can we not go straight to the Bible itself and just take it as it is? We might do well to use certain available Bible study tools to discover word meanings of the Hebrew and Greek languages, ancient customs, etc., but we need to go back much farther than the comments of men who lived only a few hundred years back. Since they all had some blind spots in their theologies, then you too will be blind in those same areas if you stick to such theological concepts and dare not question them. Scholars though they were, who can claim those great men knew all biblical truth? They did not deal with all biblical subjects!
 
My books tend to provoke readers to search out what the Bible says, not just take my word for it. The reason for that: “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” So declares Romans 10:17. I know the reader will be greatly encouraged by those things I deal with in my books, but the strong confidence you need to grasp God’s Word and receive the benefits He offers comes directly from God’s Word itself. Of course, this book deals with what Scripture teaches about divine healing. From the Bible alone will you obtain faith for the supernatural healing of your body!
Although I do get upset at times when I read certain silly statements by highly-educated scholars of the past, as well as current writers on scriptural subjects, my purpose in this chapter is not to express my pet peeves. The right or wrong of those men is between them and God. I am not their judge. Nor can I do anything to change the fact that they all made some mistakes in their conclusions on biblical truth. I have been called of God to minister biblical truth to God’s people, however; so in the process of fulfilling my calling I have to point out some of their wrong teachings on certain subjects. I can only deal with those subjects God has led me to study; and sickness-and-healing is one of them. In that particular area of biblical reality, I have found numerous errors in the writings of both ancient and current authors. Deity’s people have greatly suffered because of those theological blunders, and I now have to deal with them. I did not ask for this job, but now that I am in the middle of it I am going all the way with biblical truth to the very end; both exercising faith in it to receive those blessings in my own life, and teaching what I am now learning to all who will listen.
 
What people believe in makes a great deal of difference in what they experience in life! Believing and practicing biblical reality will change one’s daily circumstances from defeat to victory. Many Christians fail to experience any viable victory because they put faith in what certain accepted theologians have taught instead of what Scripture actually teaches. The subject of sickness-and-healing has accumulated by far the most numerous and the most outrageous lies of all biblical doctrines! To gain and maintain divine health, therefore, we must first discover what Deity really says about our health, and then be bold enough to challenge those most ridiculous absurdities found in many religious writings, as well as in many live (or rather dead) sermons. When you begin, expect to get some flak from the religious bunch. You will probably lose some so-called friends, but if you go all the way in this pursuit it will be worth it in the end! I challenge you to go to God’s Word and find out what He said about your health.







Chapter Nine
Walking by faith, not by the senses
It is virtually impossible to adequately minister the truth about sickness-and-healing without going into some detail about the faith walk. By that I mean, as other faith teachers do, that if we desire to be successful in every area of our life, and be pleasing and obedient to God, we must walk by faith. What does that mean? It simply means to put confidence in what God said in His Written Word in the face of any and all contrary evidence. Putting confidence in God’s Word means acting upon what God said
instead of any contrary evidence! Contrary evidence refers to any sensory information coming from either what other people say audibly or in written form, or symptoms
registering on our own physical senses that are in opposition to what God said about us in His Word. Satan uses symptoms such as pain, physical distortions, excessive body temperature, skin discoloration, etc. to convince people that the biblical declaration that “by Christ’s bruise we were healed” is not true, at least in their case.
Understanding that biblical principle is basic to having a victorious Christian lifestyle! See Hebrews 11:6 and 1 John 5:4. The violation of that principle has been the downfall of the human race from the beginning. In the Garden of Eden, Satan used symptoms to lure Eve away from loyalty to the Word of God. Of course, Satan had to create the symptoms in Eve’s mind, because in the Garden there were no negative circumstances. By suggesting that Eve would be better off if she ate of that tree, he implied there was some kind of lack in their paradise. God’s restriction on their partaking of one tree out of all in the Garden, then, was seen as the negative circumstance; namely, the symptom. The devil insisted that Eve was missing out on some good stuff that she deserved. The remedy would be for her to go against the very Word of God. If she did so, she would no longer lack that good stuff. Eve’s decision to act upon such contrary information did not cancel out God’s promise. It just barred her from the actual good stuff (the rest of those garden goodies); then thrust her and Adam into all of the bad stuff Deity had warned about; which the devil had blinded them to by his craftiness.
 
Well, since that time the enemy has not needed to invent negative information within our minds. It is all around us in this fallen world. Of course, there are occasions when Satan enhances the actual information coming our way. He often pressures us to make mountains out of molehills regarding our circumstances. He will magnify such problems out of all proportion if we listen to him. Satan endeavors to persuade us to panic and do something stupid, whereas if we listened to Deity’s Word we would find the solutions to our problems at a much lower cost to us. Look at Matthew 11:28-30.
 
The subject I am dealing with in this chapter is actually the number one cause of so many supposed faith-failures in the church. Namely, Christians making important decisions based on sensory information instead of taking Deity’s Word as the final say in every area of their life. Contrary to many theological contentions, God’s Word does have something to say regarding every nook and cranny of our daily lives. God provided everything we would ever need both for this world and the next in Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross (1 Timothy 4:8). For various reasons, Christians have developed the habit of depending on human information and suggestions regarding both their support and safety in this realm, while relegating the things of God to the next age. Most do believe good moral living is biblically pertinent, but such things as healing and financial prosperity they look to gain from the world. That is as anti-Bible as one can get. Deity wants believers to look to Him to meet every need; Jesus’ cross having provided such. I have noticed that one obvious reason for not being adamant in living the faith life is to avoid being laughed at and talked about in some derogatory manner. In other words, to avoid any kind of persecution! Many Christians had rather offend Deity Himself than hostile people, because they do not have to face Him now, whereas people are in their face every day. The other side of avoiding persecution is gaining the respect of the world so the world will hopefully listen to the church. Another supposed benefit of unbelief is that Christians can live a little looser
than they could if they were fully dedicated to Deity. One cannot live just any way he or she pleases and still expect to walk in divine health. The world, on the other hand, does not seem to be so exacting. If one has money, he or she can buy any health product or service offered by the world, and that without any moral demands; just money.
 
To justify such unbelief, church leaders have invented a host of excuses, many of which I have already mentioned in chapter seven. Those excuses supposedly relieving them of any extreme allegiance to God’s healing system, Christians have developed the practice of walking by their senses. That satanic concept has permeated practically
the entire church. I ran headlong into that unbelief system in the 1970s in the denomination which sent me to college to prepare for gospel ministry. Of course, I knew not much better myself in those days, so it took me some years to overcome such unbelief in my own life. I had to make a hard right turn to the Word of God, so to speak, in order to not be swallowed by that same religious unbelief. Through the years I experienced gradual growth until 2005, when Deity began to reveal to me what I have written in my first healing book, and now in this one.
 
When one of my superiors gruffly asked: “Have you ever seen anybody healed?” he revealed volumes regarding what that denomination’s leaders believed (or did not believe). His question was really a denominational statement of doctrine that exemplifies my case in this chapter. The man’s question made it clear to me that he had never seen anybody healed supernaturally. It also implied that since he had never seen anybody get healed, then divine healing could not be a valid church doctrine, according to him and his denomination. In other words, his experience (or lack of it in that area) meant that no one could be divinely healed. In still other words, no one could experience something he had not experienced. A void of experience, therefore, was the foundation
upon which their denominational doctrine on healing was built, not what Deity had said in His Word. I referred often to Scripture, but he stumbled over his lack of experience; which told me that man was either incompetent as a pastor, or that he was just dishonest. Throughout the church’s history there have been many examples of supernatural healings, and that right up to the present day. Therefore, he had either never read such history, or he outright lied about it. If he had not read about healing, then his own denomination must have kept it from him! Either he or they or both had their heads stuck in the sand, so to speak. A seminary education not exposing him to such healing history reveals a bias against divine healing on the part of the seminary. Such action is outright dishonesty!
 
That brings us to this point: Instead of searching God’s Word to discover His will in the matter of healing and other needs, many Christians will pray for healing, etc., and then wait to see what happens within a certain time limit, in order to determine God’s will in their case. If such occurs within a reasonable amount of time, then God must have willed that they be healed. If not, then it was not God’s will for them to be healed. Case closed! Well, not quite. Since they still want to be healed, they just go to a doctor to see what he can do. Thus, they act as though Deity’s will for them changed after they did not get healed supernaturally. Inconsistency galore! Looking to experience to determine God’s will in any matter has given Satan a stronghold in the church. Experience has never healed anybody. Believing Deity’s Word is what heals. Faith released and maintained produces the experience.
As I pointed out in my first healing book, if one’s body is overwhelmed by disease, and if surgery or medicine cannot give the body what it needs to heal itself, then the patient is in a whole heap of trouble if he or she refuses to believe that supernatural healing is received by faith in Jesus’ sacrifice. The sick must first establish in his or her heart that Deity is more than willing for them to be healed because He said so in His Word; then lay hold of that blessing by biblical faith!
Another flaw among believers regarding healing by faith is getting the verb tenses all mixed up. Believing that God is someday going to do what He has said He is someday going to do is biblical faith. He is going to do it in the future. But, saying that you believe Deity is going to do what He said He has already done through Christ is not faith at all. If He has already accomplished our bodily healing in the spirit realm, then we must release our faith that the thing is already ours, and stick to that confession until our healing is manifested.
 
Operating on the basis of sensory information coming our way rather than operating by the Holy Spirit’s guidance is a religious spin-off from secular political correctness. I term it religious correctness; being more deceptive than the secular kind. Political correctness is based on the self-defeating wish to not hurt anybody’s feelings. I have observed that over the past few decades human feelings have been exalted to great heights. It is strange that political correctness has reversed the reverence for the more important virtues of honesty and good will. People will even lie, in order to maintain political correctness. The same evil often occurs even in the church. Even the gospel of Jesus Christ has been drastically watered down, in order to maintain religious correctness, which is a mere cousin of political correctness. If outsiders come in to our church meetings, we would not want to offend them by hurting their feelings with the truth. Excuse me! Is that not the way people become born again? By coming under heavy conviction of the Holy Spirit? Religious correctness, then, is the number one cause of many people going to hell because so many preachers are too cowardly to preach God’s truth!
Not only that; even Christians are cheated out of gospel blessings by that same stupid reasoning. If we were to look to Deity to meet all of our needs according to His promises, then the world might feel inferior to us. We might hurt their feelings. So, we will just grovel along with the world in order to keep from doing injury to their self-respect. Contrariwise, the lost need to see their wretchedness so they will repent and accept Deity’s full salvation, which includes their body. Can you now see how Satan uses such stupidity to hamper the spread of the true gospel, which delivers people from his destructive hold? Satan is behind all religious correctness!
This chapter is also the place to mention this additional flaw in the church’s stance on divine healing. I have already referred to those supposed faith-failures; which is just what they are: failures of supposed faith. Deity’s faith cannot fail! However, many claim to be believing God when they have no idea what God has said in His Word about their situation. It is clear, then, that the failure problem is not with faith itself, but with the people either being ignorant or deceptive about their so-called faith. People make extreme statements about what they believe God is going to do, but never receive what they say they believe they are going to receive. Then, people who see themselves as more orthodox in the Christian faith use such failures as
supposedly valid arguments
against the true faith walk. People doing extremely stupid things, calling it faith, are used by Satan to discredit true biblical faith in divine healing. I personally know some who have fallen into both categories. I should say that I knew some of the people claiming to believe that God was going to heal them, but did not survive. I officiated at the funeral of at least one.
Thus, we detect extremism on both sides. Whereas some people pull extremely ludicrous stunts which bring reproach on the true gospel message of healing, other people go to the opposite extreme by using those failures as supposed proofs that supernatural healing is no longer valid in our modern world. Instead of searching through God’s Word to discover the truth about it, they conveniently build gutless doctrines on the failures of people who claim to be in the “faith walk,” but are not accurately representing the
faith. Dishonesty on both sides moves the world and even much of the church to avoid the faith walk, which is commanded in the Scriptures. Be sure to read 2 Corinthians 5:7 and Galatians 3:11 before moving on. You might also want to refresh your memory on Romans 14:23, Hebrews 11:6 and James 1:6-8.
 
What we have covered in this chapter actually serves as an introduction to the next few chapters, which go straight to the biblical account of some people walking by faith, with others living by the senses. We will let Scripture itself settle the question of which path is more desirable in the long run. We will be looking at examples from both testaments.







Chapter Ten
Wrong focus—O.T. examples
It is simple once you perceive it! Before one understands it, however, the issue at hand does not seem so simple. The very same principles work within the realm of sickness and healing as with any other human predicament. The problem with so many sick Christians is their focus; not quality, but the object thereof. It is not so much a matter of their having blurred vision as it is of looking in the wrong direction!
Let me explain what I mean by relating this incident. My wife and I recently began visiting a nearby congregation on Wednesday nights. We have our own mid-week meetings on Tuesdays so we can visit other Christian fellowships on their meeting nights. Right from the start my wife and I sensed a kindred spirit with the pastor, his wife and family, and the congregation. On our third visit there, right in the middle of a message about how many Christians look sad and droopy much of the time, that pastor looked right at me and asked me to explain why those Christians always look droopy. Not expecting anything like that to occur, I drew a mental blank for a second or two. Then I remembered how Paul instructed Timothy to be ready in season and out of season (2 Timothy 4:2). God dropped this answer into my heart, and I blurted out, “Because they spend so much time fellowshipping with droopy instead of Christ!” At the time I never thought about that incident finding its way into this book, but that answer is a perfect example of the message I want to get across.
Since I am talking about sickness and healing, I will get right to the point. Cancer! What does such a sick
word do to your insides when you hear it? Do your abdominal muscles tighten? Does the word plant fear deep inside you? To great multitudes of Christians that word incites panic, especially in cases where either the Christian himself or a close family member or friend is now suffering, or has actually died from the dreaded disease. To such victims, cancer often becomes the center of their little universe, so to speak. I have seen it happen time and again. Some might ask me, “Have you ever had cancer?” No, but I have faced several physical problems that would have taken my life in a few days, not in eighteen months, as many cancer patients are informed. In my case, I needed more immediate help than do most cancer victims. The crucial point is this: It really matters not what physical ailment one faces, only Deity’s system can provide any real relief. Thus, the message of this book is: In order to tap into gospel help, we need to
realign our focus
from the problem
to the solution. Minding one’s fleshly problems actually makes them a lot bigger, and increases their negative effects! Nor is there any neutral ground in this spiritual battle of choosing between believing God and the information coming from our senses. In order to be healed, we must focus properly.
 
What I am addressing in this chapter is not some recent development. Not only has this tendency toward negativism been around seemingly forever, but wrong focus is what has
invited every human problem! Mankind’s first blunder in the Garden was not just a one-time event. It was the beginning of all human hurts, which have continued throughout all of history to this day. Health problems are both generated and perpetuated by people focusing in the wrong direction.
 
Now let us dare discuss several biblical examples, which
clearly demonstrate the enlightening reality of this chapter. There are multiple cases in Scripture of people who focused on the wrong object and then reaped an unwanted harvest. Whereas no well-informed believer would disagree that such is true, many will be greatly encouraged by this material. In this chapter, we look at Old Testament events exemplifying wrong focus. The next chapter focuses on right focusing.
Where must we begin? In Genesis chapter three, the first case on record that demonstrates the destructive tendency of wrong focus! Again, most believers will likely agree with my observation, yet this detailed investigation into that ancient event yields some invaluable revelation to people who truly want to realign their lives with God’s Written Word; thereby tapping into His complete salvation for their spirit, soul and body. Genesis 3:1-5 reports: “…the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And [Satan himself speaking through the serpent] said unto the woman [not Adam, but the woman], Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of [that one] tree which is in the [center] of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, [then adding to God’s warning] neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the [same] day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” The subtle effect of the devil’s perverted words on Eve’s thinking altered the very course of human history; and all because she shifted her focus away from Deity’s command to words promising different results than what her Creator had prophesied would come to pass!
Genesis 3:6 reports how such deceptive words played on Eve’s imagination. “And when the woman SAW [in her mind, not in truth] that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the [physical] eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat [it], and gave also unto her husband [standing] with her; and he did eat [of it].” This verse is rich in revelation knowledge. In fact, it states the theme of this book in a biblical nutshell, so to speak, because it exposes the process the enemy uses to lure people off the proven path that produces and maintains
complete well-being. Any (I emphasize ANY!) alternate course
will lead one to total destruction. See Matthew 7:13-14.
In my books, within Scripture quotes all words in italics and/or ALL CAPITALS emphasize information that I need to bring to the reader’s attention. In that Genesis 3:6 passage, consider the word SAW. That word is also rich in revelation, holding the key to our understanding of how man veered off God’s path of life and into the sphere of death. It also brings up questions such as: “What did that woman see?” “Did she envision definite reality, or did she conceive within her mind things that did not actually exist?” “Did Eve’s grand visions manifest in Eden, or did she reap a crop of disappointment instead?” While the answers to those questions are obvious, one might ask this as well: “What does all of that have to do with sickness and healing?” Sickness did not exist on earth until it was introduced into the world by means of Eve’s sin, which came about largely because she turned her attention away from God’s Word to Satan’s alternative suggestion. In that Genesis passage and throughout the Bible, you will see that the wrong-focus principle always follows the same basic downhill course, and always ends with tragic results!
 
Let us now analyze the situation. The first item of truth I want to get across is that the tree of knowledge of good and evil did not produce Eve’s vision of the good stuff. What God had said about that tree was all the actual information Eve had at her disposal. Thus, Satan could not actually point to something the tree possessed, which Deity had forgotten to mention. He had to invent information
that did not exist, and then subtly bath the woman’s mind with it until she finally fell for it. Of course, in her case it seems that it did not take all that long. Satan was so smooth in his presentation to Eve that she was convinced his words were just as authoritative as were the words of her Creator. Tragically, such is still the devil’s biggest weapon, both in the world and in the church. In general, people will trust Satan’s lies before they believe anything Deity has said. Well, that is normal for lost people, but Christians listening to Satan in the face of Deity’s clear Word is absolutely inexcusable! Sad to say, however, that is par for the course in many modern churches; even in some Full Gospel and Charismatic churches!
 
Now for the meat of this message: Focusing on what God had said would have secured all the blessings of the Garden of Eden for its first residents. However, in deviating from His words they forfeited those blessings. I can sense what some are thinking about all this. I began by talking about cancer, but have since done a little deviating myself. Not to worry! I have been laying the biblical foundation for understanding the underlying principles that both bring on and perpetuate cancer and other illnesses and infirmities. That principle in reverse rids people of every kind of ailment. Though Eve was not troubled with sickness, her open-armed response to the enemy’s lies in her day had the same effect on her as it does on people today when they listen to his falsehoods. It makes no difference whether one is already sick, heeding the devil’s lies reaps the same results—death in the making—the very description of sickness and disease!
 
What of Adam? Paul said he was not actually deceived! Adam deliberately disobeyed God by joining forces with his wife in eating of the forbidden tree. Notice God’s response to Adam as He came walking in the garden after those two had sinned. Genesis 3:17 says: “…Because thou hast hearkened
unto the voice of thy wife
[thereby heeding Satan indirectly], and hast [partaken] of the tree, of which I commanded thee, [warning], Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all [of] the days of thy life…” Also read 1 Timothy 2:14. It is evident from Genesis 3:17, then, that it matters not whether one yields to Satan’s direct temptations or his false information coming through another deceived personality, the end results are essentially the same. Indirect temptation does not lose its destructive edge within its victims, or demand any less severe judgment from on high. The devil even uses preachers to disseminate his lies! People who are unlearned in God’s Word, therefore, are very vulnerable to the devil’s deceptive tactics. However, people who are educated in religious tradition rather than in God’s Word fall into the very same
traps, because religion is actually more loyal to the devil’s lies than it is to scriptural truth. Nothing beats Deity’s proven Word, which enables us to recognize Satan’s falsehoods and escape his subtle traps.
Thus, by listening to the doctrines of cowardly preachers who say that God just might have put that sickness (Satan’s work) on you for some
spiritual good, so that you accept that outrageous lie, you are cooperating with your adversary for your own destruction. Satan will then take you even farther down that path of deception so that you will feel inclined to pass his lies on to the next generation—your own kids!
Let us consider several additional biblical examples. Not all such cases have to do directly with physical healing, but they do reveal how that biblical principle is the same in every case no matter what kind of problem. Adam’s first offspring, Cain, did not have cancer either, yet he fell into the enemy’s same evil trap. Genesis 4:3-5 declares: “…in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings [the tithe of the increase] of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had [showed] respect unto Abel and to his offering [because Abel honored Deity]: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect [obviously because he did not bring the very best of his crops]. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell [upset and downcast].” Cain became ill-focused just as his parents had done back in the Garden of Eden. Still, God told Cain he could get it right the second time, if only he were willing. Genesis 4:6-7 declares: “…the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why [has] thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule
over him
[temptation].” In other words, Cain did not have to yield to his negative circumstances! He could keep his eyes on the Lord and heed his warning. Yet, rather than focusing his attention on Deity’s Word (which would have made Cain free), he focused on the hatred Satan had stirred up in his heart against his very own brother, whose worship God had approved; dismissing the fact that Deity had promised him that he too would be accepted if he would do well—pleasing his Creator! Much more could be said about Cain’s negative leaning, but I only wanted to focus on his focusing problem.
 
The Babel tower incident is yet another example of wrong focus. After the flood, the people focused on their presumed ability to solve their perceived problems rather than trust in Deity’s decision that there would not be another worldwide flood. Without going into any detail, suffice it to say that the people’s wrong focus actually caused problems they did not have previously. Instead of uniting to finish their project of self-protection from a flood, they were scattered throughout the earth (Genesis 11:1-9). They did not heed the wisdom of Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding [no matter how wise it may seem to be at the time]. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” Rather than looking to God as their tower of refuge in any case of trouble (Proverbs 18:10), the people decided to build an earthly tower by their own power, and trust it to deliver them from something God had said would never happen again.
 
Now look at the lot of Lot, Abraham’s nephew. The devil deceived him so that he, “…lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even [as the] the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt (Genesis 13:10)…” Lot became one of the sadder victims of the devil’s deceptions. Thinking he was smarter than his uncle Abe, he chose what appeared to him to be
a good location to increase his holdings. In the end, however, Lot lost not only all of his possessions, but also his own wife and his family’s dignity; having been deceived by some way which seemed right, but resulted in death and humiliation, as in Proverbs 14:12 and 16:25. Lot’s wrong focus reaped for him some results he did not anticipate when he made
the decision
to go his own way. The same happens to most believers when they take it upon themselves to solve their health problems in their own way. We need more than the absence of symptoms; we need life. And only our Savior can provide life! In fact, He has already provided it; we just need to reach out in faith and take it.
 
It matters not, then, if a Christian is safe from trouble or is already in the midst of it (well or sick), focusing on trouble will either get or keep the Christian in trouble (sick), whereas focusing on Deity’s ways will both keep Christians safe from, and deliver them out of, any sickness trouble!
 
Israel’s Egyptian bondage is a similar example. Thinking on their miseries, I have to wonder why it took them so long to tire of such evil conditions—hundreds of years! Yet, those Jews did not possess inspired Scripture like we have today. Even more amazing is that many believers suffer so many of the curses their Savior redeemed them from by means of His sacrifice on Calvary. The only plausible explanation of such a tragedy is that religious tradition has convinced believers of one of two major falsehoods: either that Jesus never dealt with physical or material problems in His sacrifice, but with spiritual needs only, or that healing was meant only for first century Christians. Nevertheless, just as the covenant Deity made with Abraham around four hundred years earlier was still in effect when Israel was in Egypt, and even hundreds of years after that (Haggai 2:4-5), even so the New Covenant is still in effect today, and still heals all sickness! Be sure to look at Matthew 8:16-17, 20:20, Galatians 3:13, Ephesians 5:23 and 1 Peter 2:24.
 
The Jews balking at the entrance of the land flowing with milk and honey is a prime example of this biblical principle. Numbers 13:32-33 says that, “…they [ten of the twelve men sent into Canaan to reconnoiter] brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched [out] unto the children of Israel, saying [based not on Deity’s Word but on their visual observations that], The land, through which we have gone to search it [out], is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof [although they did not get eaten]; and all the people that we SAW in it are men of a great stature. And there we SAW the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight [from the natural standpoint] as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.”
This Scripture passage holds the biblical reality I want to get across to cancer patients and those suffering from other deadly and debilitating diseases. First, notice that this was the land the Almighty had promised to His covenant people. God Himself not being in the habit of making mistakes, and the leader Moses having followed God’s specific directions to that location, that discouraging report had to be the product of the mindset of those men who were moved by things they had seen. Why did they engage in all that stinking thinking? In 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 Paul gave us the scriptural answer: “(…the weapons of our warfare are not carnal [not from this natural realm], but mighty through God to the pulling down of [mental] strong holds;) Casting down imaginations [which are contrary to God’s will], and every high thing that exalteth itself against the [revelation] knowledge of
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ…” We also learn in Ephesians 6:12 that “…we [Christians] wrestle not against flesh and blood [such as the giants in Canaan], but against principalities, against [evil] powers, against the [spirit] rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places [that operates under the prince of the power of the air—Satan—Ephesians 2:2].” Verse sixteen of Ephesians six insists “Above all [our] taking the shield of faith, wherewith [Christians] shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked [one].” Those fiery darts, of course, are the evil imaginations mentioned in 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 and the bad report of Numbers 13:32-33.
Ten of the twelve spies BEHELD something that affected their imaginations, just like Eve. That is vitally informative! They saw obstacles to the occupation of the promised-land. In fact, they envisioned their total annihilation, if even they attempted to set foot on such luscious land; suggesting that either God or Moses had made a big mistake in leading them there. Somebody did indeed make a big mistake; but who?
 
What does Israel’s negative experience in the wilderness have in common with cancer patients? Cancer is a different kind of giant threatening the believer’s bodily health! Just as
focusing on intimidating giants kept Israel from inheriting
the promised-land, fear of cancer prevents many Christians
from enjoying health in their bodies. Had Deity said nothing in regard to those giants, then Israel might have had a valid case for their fears. If Jesus had done nothing about cancer on the cross, then cancer patients might also be justified in being worried over their physical condition. But God did say something about those giants, and Christ did do something about cancer while hanging on the cross! Speaking in behalf of the Lord, “…Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, [two of the twelve] that searched the land, rent [tore] their clothes: And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, [claiming], The land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land. If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it [to] us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread or us: their defense is departed from them, and the LORD is with us [Israelites]: fear them not (Numbers 14:6-9).” Concerning the sick, Scripture says: “[Christ] Himself took our infirmities, and bare [removed
all of] our sicknesses (Matthew 8:17).” Paul, in Galatians 3:13, agreed with Matthew: “Christ hath [past tense] redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us…” We learn from Deuteronomy 28:61 that “…every sickness, and every plague [including cancer, is considered sin’s curse]…” Such means that to those who are in Christ cancer’s defense has departed, and we are not to fear that defeated foe!
 
Believers often look back at Israel and wonder why they were afraid to take the land Deity said He had already given them. Look at Numbers 20:12, 24, 27:12, 32:7, 9 and 33:53 to glean the biblical truth that as far as God was concerned Israel had the title deed to Canaan. It was as good as theirs. They only needed to go in and possess it in order to enjoy it. Now, we live on this side of Israel’s history, being able to see the end results of their repeated unwise decisions. Much of today’s church as well remains on the promise side of good health, and must by faith go in and take that land so it will be manifested in their physical bodies! Cancer not only may be, but already has been, defeated by our Lord Jesus Christ through His sacrifice on the cross. Cancer died; we live!
 
Before proceeding, let me mention another vital piece of revelation embedded in Numbers chapter thirteen. In verse thirty-two, we notice that ten of the spies brought up an evil report of the promised-land. What part of their observations constituted an evil report? They admitted that the land was very rich and fertile. They even brought back a variety of its fruit to prove it. However, they
expressed great fear
of some threatening conditions they had
seen just across the border. Thus, the evil in their report lay not in the harsh conditions they had observed with their sight, but in that
such sensory
information
challenged
God’s
Word about their situation! Of course, just reporting the bad news was not the end of their story. A most sobering fact connected to that event was that the ten spies who gave the evil report died right on the spot! Numbers 14:36-38: “…the men, which Moses sent to search [out] the land, who returned, and made all the congregation to murmur
against [Moses], by bringing up a slander upon the land, Even those men that did bring up the evil report upon the land, died by the plague [likely some sort of illness] before the LORD. But Joshua…, and Caleb…, which were of the men that went to search the land, lived still.” It is most instructive that just like those men, cancer patients who do not believe Jesus’ sacrifice purchased their healing usually die in a very short period of time; the prime reason for their demise being that by rejecting Deity’s Word on healing they open themselves up to the devil’s influence and further the progress of their deadly infirmity.
Moreover, the people’s refusal to go up and take the land God said was already theirs was deemed an act of rebellion! Would the same not be true today of Christians who refuse to walk in divine health? Because Deity has testified that by Jesus’ bruise we were physically healed, then believers who question that reality are in rebellion as well! Isaiah 53:4-5, 10, Matthew 8:17, Galatians 3:13 and 1 Peter 2:24 testify to that biblical truth. Therefore, no matter how big any of those sickness giants seem to be, not one has ability to keep us in bondage, if we consistently believe God’s promises and obey His commands. Jesus’ name is above every name, including every kind of cancer and every other disease!
 
That event was one more case which exemplifies the age-old battle between what people see and what Deity has said. Just as those giants stood in Israel’s way of enjoying their inheritance, the modern giant called cancer attempts to bar Christians from the good health Christ purchased for them on the cross. Perfect health already belongs to us
because of what Christ did for us! Therefore, let us by faith receive that which is a major part of our Christian inheritance this side of heaven. We must refocus our attention to God’s Word.
 
Another event typifying the same principle is recorded in 2 Chronicles 16:12-13: “Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign [became] diseased in his feet, until his disease was exceeding great [threatening]: [But] in his disease he sought not to the LORD [for his healing], but to the physicians. And Asa slept with his fathers, and died [without being healed] in the one and fortieth year of his reign.” This was a rebuke!
That is all the information we have about Asa’s problem, but it is enough to conclude that he did not believe in God’s healing system, but trusted in human methods instead. That king, refusing to focus on Deity’s promises made in Exodus, Deuteronomy and the Psalms, was forced by circumstances to focus on excruciating pain. Wrong focus was his demise!
 
After repeated warnings of Israel’s impending destruction and God’s instructions on how to avoid such destruction, in Jeremiah 18:12 the Israelites retorted: “There is no hope [in God’s plan]: but we will walk after our own devices…” Many in today’s church act similarly. No matter what God’s Word says, people seem compelled to agree with their physician’s diagnosis. God’s Word about healing seems too outlandish to be credible! Yet, God’s Word created all existing things (but not the present condition of things) including the physician who provided the report that contradicts God’s Word!
 
It is not my intention to belabor this pertinent point, but as a God-called teacher I must get across to every Christian how important it is to agree with what Deity has said rather than any contrary evidence
about his or her physical health. In every case, Satan will see to it that material and physical circumstances contradict Deity’s Word until we believers by faith cooperate with God to change our circumstances, and they come to agree with God’s Word, and our bodies radiate health instead of sickness!
 
Let me finish this chapter with advice recorded in Jonah 2:8, where Jonah from that fish’s belly cried out: “They that observe [give close attention to] lying vanities [things which contradict God’s immutable Word] forsake their own mercy.” Here, Jonah established the biblical reality that mercy may be obtained only through Deity’s way; not by human means! Remember that Jesus had mercy on the multitudes, healing all who were sick. Thus, to reject bodily healing, which God wants to lavish on us in abundance, would be to forsake our own mercy! See John 10:10, Romans 8:32, Galatians 3:13-14, Ephesians 5:23 and 1 Peter 2:24 once again.







Chapter Eleven
Right focus—O.T. examples
For the sake of space and time, in the previous chapter I refrained from cataloguing the numerous cases of rebellion committed by God’s people out in the wilderness. Over and over they murmured and complained (and sometimes worse), and as a result suffered one plague after another consisting of bodily afflictions that ended in their physical death. Each incident was linked to their obstinate disobedience to God’s Word. Each time, the rebels who repented before the plague extinguished their lives were either healed from that plague
or protected from its detriment. In other words, when Israel focused upon anything other than God’s Word they suffered greatly for it. If they promptly obeyed, they were not affected by plagues. Even if they had disobeyed, when they repented and began to obey the Word they had earlier spurned, Deity would extend His mercy and heal them from every sickness. Each case depended on their focus. Wrong focus, unwanted results! Right focus and actions, pleasing results!
 
So, if we expect to obtain our God-approved wants, what we must pay close attention to is what God says concerning any particular subject of special interest to us. Of course, it really matters not if an issue interests us, God’s Word is the final authority regarding all things (John 12:48). Therefore, no matter what our past experience, we will all be judged by God’s Word concerning our every thought, word and action, rather than according to our past or present circumstances. In reality, then, it is more profitable to believe Deity right up front than it is to have to face His judgment for inexcusable unbelief later on. Both Romans 14:10-12 and 2 Corinthians 5:10-11 say that Christians will answer at Christ’s tribunal for the deeds we have committed in our bodies from the day we were saved; whether good or evil. Starting with Romans 14:10, Paul said that “[We Christians] shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ,” where “…every one of us shall give [an] account of himself to God (verse twelve).” Second Corinthians 5:10-11 repeats that truth, and adds to it: “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to [what] he hath done, whether it be good or [evil]. Knowing therefore
the terror of the Lord [Christ], we persuade men…” Crossing over to the other side (heaven) just may not be as pleasant as tradition has taught the church for hundreds of years. Both losses and rewards will be doled out at Christ’s tribunal. Many will find out the hard way after it is too late to do anything about it that it pays not to shun God’s Word, in order to tread some seemingly easier
path. However, even in this present lifetime believers experience both losses and rewards according to how we have responded to God’s Word concerning every facet of our daily walk. Nobody can escape that biblical and practical reality! See Proverbs 11:31.
 
Nevertheless, in this chapter we will deal mostly with the reward side, pointing out Scripture passages demonstrating that truth. The first case we will investigate is that of Enoch. Not much is said about that man, but the little information we do have about him shows that he was very close to God; obviously paying more attention to Deity and His revelation than to the alternative voices of his time. The result: He was caught up into heaven without experiencing physical death. Genesis 5:24: “…Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.” He disappeared from this planet because Deity whisked him away. Paul and Jude mentioned Enoch. Hebrews 11:5 declares: “By faith Enoch was translated that he should not [face] death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation [from earth to heaven,] he had this testimony, that he pleased God.” Being pleasing to God requires being loyal to His Word over all else, so we know Enoch did just that! Jude 14-15 proclaims that Enoch was a prophet as well: “And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these [both the
evil infiltrators
into the
church in the last days of the present age, and the people who are killed in the battle of Armageddon], saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints [who were resurrected seven years earlier], To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against [God].” This is one of the oldest prophecies in recorded history, mentioning events not even yet manifested. Enoch must have been close to Deity, in order to accurately predict something so far into the future.
Furthermore, Enoch will be one of the two witnesses in Revelation eleven. He and Elijah are the only two people in history who have escaped physical death, and so will have to come back to fulfill their prophetic roles at the end of this age. Hebrews 9:27 says: “…it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment…” Thus, Enoch had a great reward in his early days, and will again in the last days!
My reason for stating Enoch’s case is to demonstrate the difference it makes whether one focuses on God’s Word and fellowship, or fellowships with the world and its crazy ideas. Although we are not told that Enoch was sick and then got healed, his experience did greatly affect his physical body!
 
Next, we will look at Noah’s extreme example of trusting in God’s Word over all contradictory evidence. Genesis 6:9: “Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.” Noah did not get transported out of this world as did Enoch, but his unquestioned obedience to God’s Word saved the human race from total annihilation. Noah building a ship on dry land far from any body of water, simply because Deity had told him to do so, even in the face of the fact that there had never been a flood in all of human history, certainly was an occasion for much ridicule from the crowds of people who obviously refused to pay any attention to Noah’s preaching. Second Peter 2:5 says that Noah was a preacher of righteousness. Moreover, while Noah’s obedience was not said to heal any physical bodies, it definitely saved
Noah’s and his family’s flesh from drowning, whereas those people who disobeyed were greatly affected in their flesh in a negative sense. They were drowned in flood waters, dying needlessly, and all because they focused on conditions their senses reported at the moment rather than the authoritative Word of God! On the other hand, Noah and his family were saved and had the privilege of a fresh start in life because of their proper focus. They respected and heeded God’s Word. So, whether or not our case concerns sickness and disease or some other human problem, focusing properly definitely makes a difference regarding the outcome of our situation!
 
Now for Abraham: Genesis 15:6 states: “And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.” It is common knowledge in church circles that Abraham was the greatest example of faith, at least in the Old Testament. Abraham had many trials, the biggest one affecting his own physical body, as well as that of his barren wife Sarah. They were not sick with any disease, but they needed a miracle of divine proportion to receive God’s promise of a child in their old age. No doctors, no man-made medicines, just believing Deity’s promise to them. Their physical bodies were renewed with youthfulness, and they became parents of the miracle child Isaac. But, not only were Abraham and Sarah blessed by their right focus, the whole world was eventually affected in a positive way. Read Genesis 22:18 and Romans 4:3.
Sarah lived about thirty-seven good years after Isaac was born, but Abraham lived to be one-hundred-seventy-five. He even remarried after Sarah’s death, and fathered six more children by Keturah. His right focus certainly affected that man’s body in a positive manner!
Of course, Abraham’s proper focus occasioned blessings far beyond the physical realm. Genesis 24:1 declares: “And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things.” Also read Genesis 13:2. Genesis 25:8 is God’s summary of Abraham’s full life: “Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people.” When the Old Testament uses such terminology, it suggests that the man lived successfully, not as a victim of tragedy!
Isaac picked up where Abraham left off. Genesis 26:12-14 says: “Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold: and the LORD blessed him. And the man waxed [became] great, and went forward, and grew until he became very great: For he had possession of flocks, and possession of herds, and [a] great store of servants: and the Philistines envied him.” The year in which Isaac reaped a hundred-fold was a year of famine in that land. Deity had told him to sow and he did. Observing what the senses told him would have persuaded him to not waste precious seeds that year. However, Deity knew something the senses knew not. So obeying Deity’s command not only caused Isaac and his company to survive, but to prosper to the point that his neighbors begged him to leave the country. Look at Genesis 26:16. It was not the citizens who asked Isaac to leave, but the king himself. Isaac was prospering more than the king! It certainly pays to focus on God’s Word, even when it is not popular or seemingly sensible. The king even asked Isaac to make a pact with him that he would not overthrow his land.
 
Of course, Joseph was another classic example of a man tenaciously holding onto a dream which God had given him, instead of capitulating before overwhelming evidence from circumstances which screamed his dream could never come true. And what is more astounding is that Joseph held onto his Deity-given dream for thirteen long years, while outward circumstances got much worse toward the end of his trials. Speaking of Joseph, Psalms 105:18-19 tells us: “Whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron [chains]: Until the time that his [Deity’s] word [of promise] came [to pass]: the word of the LORD tried him.” Although his dream had been doubled for emphasis, it must have seemed to him to be an illusion, because circumstances were not measuring up to those dreams. Hardships are designed by the devil (not God) to cause our dreams to fade over time. Therefore, Christians must hold fast to Deity’s Word as though our very well-being depends on it; for surely it does! Sickness per se is not said to have been involved in Joseph’s trials, but his decision to hold onto God and be loyal to Him certainly preserved a lot of people from perishing with hunger. Joseph’s proper focus saved the Messianic lineage from physical annihilation.
Deity did not sell Joseph into slavery!
Nor did He put him in jail for doing right! That was the enemy’s work, as always. God was He Who preserved Joseph from total destruction at the hands of his enemies. It is true however, that Deity was observing Joseph’s tenacity during his cruel trials. Such is the only manner in which Deity tried him. James 1:13 says that God does not tempt people with evil! Therefore, betrayal and false accusation never have God’s fingerprints on them. Blessings and high honors for the faithful do!
 
That brings us to Moses. Despite the pressures of being responsible for leading and sustaining millions of people in the wilderness, Moses lived a victorious lifestyle for several decades. Moses’ success must be attributed to the fact that he faithfully obeyed God down to the letter, at least most of the time. Dozens of times in his writings, it is said that that man did exactly what God had commanded him to do. Only in his later years did Moses mess up one time; which ended up costing him finishing the job of taking Deity’s people into the promised-land. It is not said that he became sick, but it did occasion Moses’ death, which did affect his body. Moses lived to be one-hundred-twenty years old, and his eyes were not dim nor his natural force abated (Deuteronomy 34:7).
 
Under Moses’ leadership, Israel also fared well as long as they obeyed Moses’ instructions which Deity commanded him to command them. Exodus 12:7-8 is one example. “And they [Israel] shall take of the blood [of their slain lamb], and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast[ed] with fire, and [with] unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.” Their healthy results were recorded in Psalms 105:37: “He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not [even] one feeble person among [all] their tribes.” The financial success of Israel must also be attributed to their obedience to Moses’ command, which was first Deity’s command to him. Exodus 12:35-36: “…the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed [asked] of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and [clothing]: And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians.” The word “borrowed” was not a good translation, for Israel did not plan to return such goodies to Egypt; nor did Deity expect them to. Much of their spoil was later used in building the tabernacle in the wilderness.
 
Exodus 15:26 and 23:25, along with Deuteronomy 7:15, 8:18 and 28:1-14, promised the Jews they would always be blessed with health and material and financial prosperity if only they would obey Him without question. Throughout the Old Testament you will find that promise held true to Israel’s actual experiences. On the other hand, God said that if they disobeyed they would suffer curses; and so they did.
In the ancient days, murmuring was somehow connected to all kinds of plagues. Hmm, could that still be true today? Numbers 21:4-6 says: “And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to [go around] the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the [trail]. And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread [manna]. And the LORD sent [poisonous] serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.” Now, I said that I would emphasize the positive in this chapter, so let us look at Deity’s solution. Remember also that I said the Lord would always extend His mercy to any repentant ones. Numbers 21:8-9 says: “…the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a [metallic] serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and [fastened it to] a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.” That is a perfect example of having right focus. Sin had invited serpents in, and many were dying of the poison. Moses, at God’s command, made a brass replica of a snake and attached it to a pole where everyone could see it. Brass represented judgment. Remember, sacrificial alters in those days were made of the same material. The brass serpent on the pole had been rendered powerless to cause any harm. It had no poison. Living ones crawling on the ground did. The people who did nothing, or focused on the snake bites, died. Those who looked up to the snake representing redemption lived! The Hebrew word translated looketh means to gaze
at; being akin to the word used of the prophets, who were in old time called seers. It described not some passing glance, but a deliberate stare. In other words, the people paid attention to it. Not many believers today pay attention to the gospel of our bodily healing, so not many get healed supernaturally!
Christ definitely connected Himself with that type of His sacrifice in our behalf in John 3:14, where He said: “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up…” What did the Lord mean? His fulfillment of that type would do at least as much for us as did the type for those Israelites! It healed their bodies when they focused upon the mere type of our redemption—Jesus.
 
Moving on through history, Caleb said in Joshua 14:11: “I am as strong this day [at eighty-five years old] as I was in the day that Moses sent me [along with eleven others to spy Canaan]: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in.” Remember, it was only Caleb and Joshua who focused on God’s promises back then. Those who brought up the evil report died on the spot. Moreover, all of the other people twenty years old and over who latched onto that evil report died in the wilderness from various plagues over a forty year period of time. Read Numbers 14:26-38. Thus, Caleb’s life was a perfect example of what
right focusing
will do for believers. Deity kept Caleb well and strong in body until he was eighty-five years of age; and he was still fit as a military warrior. His dream was to take Hebron, the mountain where those ten spies had seen giants. Caleb proved that even if the unbelief of other people postpones the fulfillment of your dream, if you keep focused on God’s promises (as in Joshua 14:9-10) He will eventually bring them to pass. Remember Romans 3:3: “…what if some did not believe [what Deity said]? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?” Of course not! (By the way, Hebron was where King David began his reign. David later moved the capitol to Jerusalem.) Caleb must have lived for many more years. Why would Deity preserve the man to that point, only to let him die shortly after he took his mountain?
Giants seemed to play a big role in Israel’s early history. First Samuel 17:4 says “…there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span [over nine feet].” While the warriors of Israel were hiding in rocks and caves, the young David focused on his covenant rights and expressed to King Saul and officers in 1 Samuel 17:36: “Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear [in my shepherding experiences]: and this uncircumcised Philistine [a man outside their covenant] shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God [who did have a covenant with Deity].” One of David’s reasons for that apparent risk was that, “…all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD’S, and he will give you [Goliath] into our hands (1 Samuel 17:47).” While sickness was not the giant in this case, David’s focus on his covenant privileges (God’s Word) made a big difference in the outcome of the physical well-being of both armies. Israel lived, while the giant Goliath and his Philistine army were slaughtered.
 
I have passed over many good cases, but I am compelled to include this one. When a foreign army surrounded Elisha and servant, 2 Kings 6:16-17 tells us Elisha demanded that he: “Fear not: for they [the angels] that be with us are more than they that be with them. And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.” Elisha was focused on spiritual reality, so he was not worried. His servant, on the other hand, was focused on the circumstances he detected with his senses. The man who was focused on sensory evidence was shaking in his boots, whereas Elisha knew that he was safe.
 
Job provides another classic example of the topic of this chapter. For some time Job had focused on imaginary fears that eventually materialized. Job 3:25: “For the thing which I greatly feared [has] come upon me, and that which I was afraid of [has] come unto me.” In Job chapters thirty-eight through forty-one, God straightened Job out on his theology, whereupon Job openly confessed in Job 42:1-6: “…therefore have I uttered [what] I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not…I have heard of thee [God] by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” When he got his focus right, “…the LORD turned the captivity [sickness] of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before (Job 42:10).” Focusing properly resulted in healing and prosperity for that man.
 
Psalms 103:2-3 reveals that King David focused on God’s covenant: “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases…” Remembering the covenant brought healing. People who spurned the covenant reaped illness and death.
 
Psalms 112:7-8 puts this case in a nutshell. “He shall not be afraid of evil tidings [symptoms]: [for] his heart is fixed, trusting in the LORD. His heart is established, he shall not be afraid, until he see his desire upon his enemies.” This is a classic case of deliberately focusing on God’s Word rather
than on contradictory evidence coming through the senses. The person who does so will acquire his or her desire!
 
Neither can I avoid Proverbs 3:7-8: “Be not wise in thine own eyes [pay no attention to what your senses report]: fear the LORD [His Word], and depart from evil [In other words, obey Deity instead of your senses.]. It shall be health
to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.” Disobeying is wrong focus, which attracts the curse of sickness instead of healing.
 
Although there are other Old Testament examples, I will finish this chapter with Daniel and his three young friends. They were obviously familiar with Scripture, for they obeyed it with a fervent heart, even to the point of risking their lives to remain faithful to the God Whom they served. Daniel was evidently standing upon Psalms 91:13, which promises that believers can tread on lions and serpents. Those other three young men must have been familiar with Isaiah 43:2, which promises believers will not be burned when they are forced to go through fire. Focusing on Deity’s literal promises, they found that God would literally fulfill them!







Chapter Twelve
Wrong focus—N.T. examples
Although the New Testament is far less voluminous than the Old Testament, it is richer in examples that support the case that focusing on proper information is necessary to our success in any area of life, including walking in health. This chapter focuses on the reality that focusing improperly will reap for the perpetrators a harvest they will not appreciate. The next chapter focuses on right focusing. But for now…
Keep in mind that this biblical principle works similarly in every area of human activity. By that I mean that, even if the Scripture passages I present do not mention healing as such, the principle each passage exemplifies can be applied to healing of the body. The biblical principle is universal, so to speak. I do not mean that I may arbitrarily assign such a meaning to the Scripture, but that you will see what I mean as I point out the principle. As a starter Scripture, consider Matthew 3:10: “And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.” Put that passage alongside Matthew 15:13: “Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.” How does that apply to divine healing? God does not cooperate with what He did not initiate! Jesus healed us on the cross by His own sufferings. Man’s medical system is not Deity’s system! That means Deity does not use man’s system to heal. He has His own health plan—our believing and confessing God’s Word.
Let me say it this way: Jehovah-Rapha does not compete
with medical professionals. Nor is He in business with them! Since the medical profession is man’s doings and not God’s, that system might as well be rooted up as far as Christians are concerned. Man cannot have his sins forgiven any other way than by trusting in what Christ did on the cross to take away his sins. Therefore, any manmade system that claims to take away our sins is an unauthorized plant, so to speak. Those claiming to be saved by any means other than faith in Christ’s
sacrifice are not now nor ever can be saved by such! In my first healing book I showed plainly from multitudes of Scriptures that Jesus and the gospel writers used the Greek word soozoo consistently in connection with physical healing. Christ took away our sicknesses and diseases on that cross in the same sacrifice by which He cleansed us from our sins. That means the word soozoo refers to the
miraculous healing of the body as well as to forgiveness of sins. Such obviously means that not the medical profession, but Jesus Christ, is God’s healing system. Isaiah 53:4-5, 10, Matthew 8:16-17, Galatians 3:13-14 and 1 Peter 2:24 all bear out that biblical reality. I also brought out in my first healing book that man cannot give life. If man cannot give life, then he cannot heal a sick or lifeless body! Thus, doctors and medicine may only give natural aid to the natural life already residing in bodies. They cannot heal them. To look to the medical profession is to look to a tree that God has not planted. Such cannot bear healing fruit. From the biblical standpoint, then, looking to the medical profession for one’s bodily healing is focusing in the wrong direction. It misses the mark as much as looking at the sickness symptoms. Doctors and medicine have some success in alleviating symptoms, but they cannot heal one’s sick body. They can only give aid to one’s body to heal itself. Healing can only come from our Creator, Who gave us life in the first place. His original creation placed life in our bodies to such an extent that they were designed to maintain their own health, especially as man remained in fellowship with His Creator. Adam’s sin not only separated humanity from that fellowship with Life Himself, but also hampered man’s flesh in its ability to heal itself. Bacteria, viruses, poisons, etc. can overwhelm that life still resident in human bodies. When that occurs people need life, not mere symptom relief!
Knowing that only God may give life, it makes sense that we must look to Him for that life in our bodies! On the other hand, it makes no sense to look to people for what only Deity can give! Matthew 6:21 contains another of those universal principles: “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” For the past five hundred years, gutless preachers have fed the church the religious lie that Jehovah-Rapha no longer heals supernaturally; suggesting that believers must now look to man (medical doctors) for their healing. There is where the church at large has been instructed to find their treasure, so to speak. If you are persuaded that the medical profession is where God deposited His healing treasure, you will likely turn to the medical system for your health needs. Scripture is clear, however, that Deity has never turned over to the world the privilege of dispensing redemptive blessings! He instructed His church to minister redemptive blessings by His Word, the Holy Spirit and Jesus’ name.
 
Over the centuries, some individuals and churches have tried to mix prayer and medicine as though that were God’s plan, but they have absolutely no scriptural backing for such maneuvers. Human systems are all based on natural power and reason, which were contaminated when Adam sinned. God’s system has always been supernatural! Matthew 6:24 says: “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” Mammon, of course, is anything that takes the place of God in the mind and affections of people. It can be money, but it can also be trying to replace God’s healing system with that of man’s making. The most diabolical lie entwined with that idea is that it claims it was God’s idea all along to exchange His perfect healing system for a badly flawed health system. The fact that numerous church denominations both own and operate hospitals proves that they believe Deity turned over to natural man His supernatural healing power. Those same denominations ridicule those who believe that believers can simply lay hands on the sick and pray the prayer of faith for the healing of those sick. In holding to the one, they despise the other, just as Matthew 6:24 says! Does that sound wise to you? We must heed God’s Word, not man’s (Acts 4:19-20)!
Our Lord taught that scriptural principle concerning the material and financial problems in our life in Matthew 6:33, where He commanded: “…seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” Those things were food, clothing, etc., which the Gentiles (people not under the covenant) chased after every day. They sought for those things by natural power, for that was all they had at their disposal. But, our Savior said that if we believers seek first Deity’s kingdom and righteousness all of those things would be added to us. Obviously, sinners will not volunteer out of their fallen nature to grant us such goodies. Nevertheless, our Lord promised those good things
would be added to us through His supernatural system.
Since God promised to supply our material and financial needs supernaturally, then why must it seem impossible for Him to heal our bodies supernaturally? Obviously, believers have been blinded by theological error. Cowardly theologians have talked the church into focusing in the wrong direction. Only by deliberately refocusing on the Word of God will the church begin to reclaim its inheritance this side of heaven.
 
Whereas most churches have strict guidelines for being a member in good standing, the churches themselves seem to think it is okay to believe just about anything they want to, whether or not they have any solid biblical backing for their beliefs. Such thinking prevails especially in the area of their bodily health. They seem adept at restructuring Scripture to fit their cherished denominational doctrines. Matthew 7:21, however, plainly warns them: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” The point here is that the Savior of the church will not allow the members thereof to make their own rules. Jesus is the head of the church, and is therefore the official Rule Maker. That in turn means that what Deity’s Word says about our health is to be the official church stance on that subject! Christians have no authority to change His rules, or make new ones, in the pursuit of physical healing or anything else. In the same vein, Matthew 7:24-27 warns: “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock [the words of Deity]: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock [the solid Word of God which Christ taught]. And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, [will be compared] unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand [anything other than Jesus’ words]: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.” Can preachers prove this passage was speaking only about the Lord dealing with sin? Did not Christ go about healing bodies as well (Acts 10:38)?
Because the church has veered so far away from biblical truth about our healing inheritance, many Christian houses (bodies) have literally been destroyed by those very diseases our Savior removed from us on the cross! Many Christians have truly entered God’s kingdom in the sense of being born again, but most Christians have failed to enter the benefits of His kingdom because of erroneous church doctrines that are built on the sands of religious tradition.
 
When Christ sent out His disciples to preach His gospel, Jesus expected the hearers to heed their words without any exceptions. The apostles were not to compromise the gospel message, and neither were the people to spurn their words. Jesus told His disciples what to do in case people refused to believe their message. Matthew 10:14: “And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of [their unbelief from] your feet.” Remember, part of their ministry was healing the sick. Therefore, people who refused to accept divine healing were rebuked as well as those who refused to repent of sin.
In Matthew 13:15, Jesus addressed that specific problem among the Jews: “For this people’s heart is waxed [become] gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they [themselves] have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and [as the result] should understand with their heart, and [therefore] should be converted, and I should heal them.” The word heal is the Greek iaoomai, the main word for bodily healing. Preachers have twisted this passage, saying Jesus was referring to the people’s need for spiritual healing, but such is not the case! They insist that by this statement Jesus meant they needed to be healed from sin. Nevertheless, in my first healing book I pointed out many Scriptures that reveal the word soozoo— salvation—was used in reference to bodily healings of every kind. Whereas they attempt to redefine the word iaoomai so it will fit into their spiritualized theology, in reality the word soozoo being used in connection with bodily healing reveals that Christ’s salvation included our physical bodies!
It is obvious, then, that the wrong focus of Jewish people back in that day cheated them out of supernatural healing, which was part of their covenant blessings. Matthew 13:58 reports an extreme case of that sad reality: “And [Jesus] did not many mighty works [of healing physical bodies] there [in His home town] because of their unbelief.” Their focus was upon Jesus’ background as they perceived it, which totally missed the mark of accuracy. Wrong focus blinded them to Who Jesus really was, thereby convincing them that healing was not God’s will for them; like many preachers say today.
God does not take lightly any refusal of His rich mercies, including the healing of physical bodies. Matthew 11:20-24: “Then began he [Jesus] to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works [miraculous healings] were done, because they repented not: Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of [the final] judgment, than for you [His people]. And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works [of miraculous healings], which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom [long ago], it would have remained until this day. But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee.” Now, it ought to be obvious that those who were healed had repented, or they would not have come to Jesus for healing. It was the other people who saw the wonderful results of Jesus’ ministry to the sick who were the objects of His rebuke! They repented not, nor came to Him for healing. Matthew 15:14 was His ultimate rebuke: “Let them alone: they [are] blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.”
Sadly, multitudes of religiously blind preachers today are blindly leading God’s own people into trusting in an inferior health program; and in some cases into accepting sickness itself as Deity’s will for His people instead of divine healing. Such conditions in today’s church were echoed by Matthew 17:17, wherein “[Christ] answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him [the sick child] hither to me.” It is obvious both that God wanted that child healed, and that those people’s and the apostles’ unbelief (their wrong focus) was the reason the child had not been healed already. That should forever settle the question of whether Deity wants to heal His people today! He does not change (Malachi 3:6). He is the very same today as He was back then (Hebrews 13:8).
The change has occurred in believers instead. Jesus said that a faithless generation is a perverted generation! I think I can safely say that if Jesus saw faithlessness as an affront to God two thousand years ago, it is an affront to God today! Most modern Christianity has become perverted—twisted. It must change its theology in order to become untwisted. The untarnished truth is: What I have written concerning these things in my first healing book, and in this one, is not some fanatical concept but undisputed scriptural reality. God will hold this generation of Christians accountable for this truth regarding His will in respect to His health system. Healing is not a side issue, as many preachers endeavor to prove from their theological perversions of Scripture. I presented seven hundred plus Scripture passages in that first healing book, and am adding to that number in this one. All arguments of unbelief put together cannot override such biblical evidence.
The disciples sheepishly came to the Savior after He had healed the child (whom they had failed to deliver) and asked Him why they had not been able to help that hurting family. In Matthew 17:20, Jesus said that it was: “Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain [of illness or anything else], Remove [from me] to yonder place; and it shall [go away]; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” That inspired statement is still valid today. It answers many current questions about the spiritual anemia in the modern church. Unbelief springs from wrong focus!
Unbelief must be wrong focus, because not believing God is the result of believing something else which is contrary to God and biblical truth. It began back in the Garden of Eden and continues to this day. When Jesus dwelt on the earth it was still happening even among God’s own people. Matthew 22:29 reports Jesus’ comment to Jewish religious leaders of that day, saying: “Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.” Jesus made it clear here that if one does not intimately know the Scriptures, he or she will sooner or later fall into error. He also said that not knowing the power of Deity will have the same effect. He was speaking of power to perform or receive miracles such as physical healing. It is obvious, then, that those who refuse to believe healing is for believers today are in gross error!
 
Again in Mark 6:5-6, we read: “And he could there do no mighty work, [except] that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk[s], and healed them. And he marvelled because of their unbelief.” Our Lord had a hard time believing that they had a hard time believing. The point of this Scripture passage is that it was their not believing Jesus (their wrong focus) that disabled Christ’s miraculous power in that community. The same is true today! Unbelief short-circuits God’s blessings.
 
Wrong focus not only cheats countless Christians out of countless physical healings, according to Mark 7:7 unbelief also renders vain the believer’s worship! “Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” It is hypocritical for believers to claim they worship God and at the same time deny that supernatural healing is Deity’s will for today, when Scripture is most clear that it is His will! In Mark 7:13, Christ said such people make “…the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.” Religious tradition takes the place of Deity’s unchanging Word, which is the only power that can actually set people free. See John 8:31-32, Romans 1:16 and 1 Corinthians 1:21. Theologians who religiously insist that Jesus’ sacrifice removed our sins, but at the same time contend that divine healing is no longer available, actually contaminate the worship they offer Deity. Furthermore, if some church member even dares to mention divine healing (especially in church meetings), many of them become enraged, revealing their true character. I personally know people who have had such negative experiences with traditional pastors; and have personally faced that ugliness myself. I often facetiously say that you can just see the love of God dripping off of them when they grimace and growl at you. It is not a pretty sight. Yet, what is most ironic about it is that such leaders actually think they are maintaining the purity of the faith by
their wrath against anybody who dares to mention supernatural healing in their church services. In truth, however, it is not the biblical faith they are defending, but their denominational doctrines, which are devoid of faith!
 
Now consider Luke 5:17: “…it came to pass on a certain day, as [Jesus] was teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, [who all had] come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, and Jerusalem [There being a lot of towns represented meant there was a large number of religious leaders who had gathered there.]: and the power of the Lord was present to heal them.” Yet, although the power of the Lord was present to heal those already there, none of them actually got healed. Instead, four determined friends of a paralyzed man lowered him down through the roof, and he got healed.
That man and his friends were focused properly, whereas those religious leaders were not. Verse twenty says Jesus saw their faith. Faith receives; unbelief forfeits!
 
In Luke 6:4, Christ asked: “…why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” Many today dare to call Jesus Lord while choosing out of His instructions only what they want to believe, treating the remainder of His words as though they were less inspired. Christ told us to preach and minister the same way He ministered while He was on this earth. He preached, He taught and He healed. He wants us to do the same today! Look at Luke 6:40, John 14:12, 20:21 and Acts 1:1. Those same words will judge us at the end!
 
In Luke 9:62, Jesus declared to us: “No man, having put his hand to the plow [of following Christ], and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” Such applies to the church as a whole today. The church started in supernatural power to accomplish God’s goals, but in these days has turned away from both the original gospel message and the original way of Christian living. Look especially at Galatians 3:3-5. Thus, it is obvious that today’s church does not have its hands
on the same gospel plow the early believers did. The only thing that should be different about us today is that we live about twenty centuries later than they did. God wants His church to be the church in every century. Christ formed the church the way He wanted it to be (Matthew 16:18, 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-18; Ephesians 3:21), and nobody has any God-given right to change that; even super-educated theologians!
 
Jesus issued another warning in Luke 11:35: “Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness.” In this verse we learn that people can be deceived into thinking that darkness is actually light! Today, many religious people use high-sounding religious clichés and pride themselves in their intellectualism, not realizing that only those who hold to the original faith are accepted of God. See Matthew 10:22, Mark 13:13, Hebrews 3:6, 14 and Jude 3.
 
The Savior actually hinted at the possibility of the things I am speaking of here by asking in Luke 18:8: “Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh [again], shall he find [original] faith on the earth?” A more frightening thought: “How much faith will Jesus find in His church?” We are to have faith for
all that our Savior purchased for us at Calvary, and on that cross He healed us by His wound. Jesus could ask the same of us today as He did of His original disciples in Luke 24:26: “Ought not [the] Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?” Whatever Jesus suffered in our behalf on that cross is our inheritance, and we are to receive such with gratitude. Instead, many Christians today shrug their shoulders at certain blessings Jesus bought with His blood.
 
I am sure you have no idea how many good Scriptures I am leaving off for the sake of time and space. But, this one I cannot exclude from this chapter. In John 7:24, Jesus said: “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.” That verse captures in a gospel nutshell the very point I want to make in this book. The way things appear at a given time does not necessarily aid us in making the right decisions about our health or anything else. Usually, in fact, the way things appear is directly opposed to what Deity said in His Written Word, which He expects us to believe. People in general have been trained to put stock in things they see rather than in God’s Word, which usually opposes what our senses tell us. Such has been the battle of the ages. But, we are asked in Romans 3:3: “For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?” No, is the obvious answer. The faith of God works for those who cooperate with it, just as it always has. It is Christians, who talk themselves into believing what registers on their senses instead of the Word of God, for whom faith does not work. It is not God’s faith that is defective, then, but believers’ wrong focus! No matter how many other people refuse to believe, if you make the quality decision to believe God and stick with it, biblical faith will work miracles in your behalf.
Romans 10:3 is another Scripture that teaches the truth I am sharing. “…they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.” I can relate that to the church, which being ignorant of God’s supernatural healing (because preachers have for centuries persuaded Christians that God stopped healing people that way many centuries ago) has had no choice but to trust the world’s expensive and dangerous healing system. However, just as in ancient days, more and more believers today have become disillusioned with the medical profession, because it is unpredictable and often fails; despite the extreme cost!
 
Hitting this from another angle, Romans 14:23 says that “…whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” Since faith comes only through hearing what God has said in His Word, then only if the Scriptures promise something can one believe that God will grant it! That in turn means that if Christians put their trust in something Scripture has not approved, they cannot be acting in faith, but in presumption; which the Bible calls sin. Christ healed us through His sacrifice on the cross. So, we have no reason to look for healing anywhere else. Faith takes God at His Word. Rejecting or even ignoring His Word is outright unbelief—sin. Sin does not produce health!
First Corinthians 1:20: “…hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?” That would necessarily include every department of human wisdom. Then, verse twenty-one tells us God’s purpose for rejecting this world’s wisdom: “[Since] in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save [heal] them that believe.” Notice two biblical truths here. The first is that God decided to save people through the preaching of the gospel, not by any other means. Second, the Greek word soozoo (translated salvation) was utilized in connection with bodily healing many times. That means God decided to save (supernaturally heal) the sick through preaching His gospel. If that sounds unreasonable to you, check out 1 Corinthians 1:27-29: “…God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised [by the world], hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to naught things that are: [So] That no flesh should glory in his presence.” God has deliberately taken what this world has discarded as worthless to accomplish His work! By doing things in such a way, Deity makes absolutely sure that no flesh can glory in having done God’s work in its own power. God will not share His glory with any man; including physicians! Only Jehovah-Rapha can actually heal the sick. Not even one Scripture approves of mixing faith with man’s health systems. Faith is based upon God’s Word alone! Man has developed the idea that real progress can only be made through scientific investigation and natural procedures. In Deity’s economy, however, it is spiritual power that gets the job done. Zechariah 4:6 makes it quite clear that Deity does not use natural power or might to accomplish His purposes, but Holy Spirit power working through men and women by faith; which itself is a spiritual power.
It is no real surprise that the lost world tries to meet its needs independent of God. But for Christians to look to this world’s highly-flawed system to meet their needs, when God has already provided for every need we could possibly have, is biblically inconceivable. The modern church has taken on the world’s attitude that people have to do something in the natural realm to get their natural problems solved. Truth is, however, that “…we [Christians] have received, not the spirit [either the attitude or the power] of the world, but the [Holy] spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are [have been] freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; [by] comparing spiritual things with spiritual [realities; not mixing the spiritual with the natural]. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they [spiritual things] are foolishness unto him [the person
who thinks from the natural viewpoint]: neither can he know [acknowledge] them, because they are spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:12-14).” Today, much of the church acts just like the world when it comes to health issues. Therefore, that part of the church is acting from the natural worldview, which the Bible clearly forbids. You will remember that man’s problems began when Adam and Eve partook of what Deity had forbidden. That is one big reason the church has been invaded by so much sickness today! I will come back to that topic a little later, but for now…
 
God revealed His will for us in 1 Corinthians 3:18, where Paul instructed believers to: “Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you [Christians] seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may [truly] be wise.” In 1 Corinthians 3:19-20 Paul continued his message, stating: “For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.” Although some theologians limit Paul’s comments to spiritual things only, the text itself lends itself to no such limitation. God has a different system for successful living, and He makes it clear that His people do not need to look to the world to supply their needs. Right now the world system seems to be falling apart, so it would pay Christians to heed what Deity has said in Scripture about those things. Would God not know more than anybody else about what we need and about what He accomplished for us in Jesus’ sacrifice? Because God has provided healing through the spirit realm, He has scrapped this world’s system of healing; and we are to do the same. That truth applies to other human needs as well, but we will not delve into those topics in this book.
Remember the negative examples we discussed a couple of chapters back. Well, 1 Corinthians 10:11 says that, “…all these things happened unto them for ensamples [examples to us Christians]: and they are written for our admonition…” In other words, the same tragedies can happen to us today!
If we maintain a wrong focus (patronizing information that contradicts God’s Word), we will fail to obtain the blessings Deity’s Word promises, and will be confined to the little this world’s health system offers at exorbitant prices; being also at risk from its ever-present dangers.
 
In 1 Corinthians 11:29-30, the apostle Paul got down to the biblical nitty-gritty about that reality: “…he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning [understanding or paying attention to what] the Lord’s [broken] body [did for us]. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.” In that passage, Paul was talking to Christians! He mentioned that many of them were sick because they had not properly discerned the Lord’s body. What did Paul mean by that? He meant they were out of focus. They did not understand that what Christ did on the cross would heal their bodies if they simply put faith in His sacrifice. The Corinthians had either not gone to earthly physicians for treatment, or physicians had not been able to help them. And they certainly were not trusting Christ for their healing. As a result, many had died prematurely. Many theologians spiritualize this passage, but the context makes it clear that the problem was bodily illness and death. They could have avoided such tragedy simply by focusing upon the benefits of Christ’s sacrifice at Calvary. Whether those Christians were focusing on their symptoms or some other distraction, they were not focusing on the fact that Christ’s sacrifice included health for their bodies. Today, the church at large suffers from similar erroneous focusing. In 2 Corinthians 4:18, Paul warned against looking at things which are seen in place of concentrating on things not seen with the natural eye. Such error affects not only our future in heaven, but our success in this life as well. I am trying to get across here that paying attention to anything that tends to distract us from focusing on God’s promises about health and well-being will cheat us out of health and well-being.
In Galatians 1:8, the apostle Paul said something that is directly related to the subject of this chapter: “…though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we [Paul and his team] have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” That means that the same gospel Paul preached in those days was to continue unchanged to this day. The early church started out in Holy Spirit power, but began to veer off the gospel path in short order. Look at Galatians 3:3: “Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?” What Paul preached in those days produced miracles among believers in Galatia and other localities. Paul asked Christians in Galatians 3:5: “He [Deity through His ministers] therefore that ministereth to you the [Holy] Spirit, and worketh miracles [of healings] among you, doeth [God] it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” Thus, miracles of healing were connected to gospel preaching in Galatia and other regions. Remember that Paul had said in Galatians 1:8 that if anyone preached any gospel message other than God’s original one, he would be accursed! What does that say about what is preached in many churches today? If preaching leaves off miracles, then such a preacher is accursed (according to Scripture)!
 
Colossians 2:8: “Beware lest any man spoil [rob] you [of your inheritance] through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of [this] world, and not after Christ.” Modern preaching has robbed the church of divine healing by replacing the truth with philosophy and the vain deceit of religious tradition.
In 2 Timothy 3:5, Paul told us what to do about that. If anyone in the church merely has “…a form of godliness, but [is] denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” That simply means that true believers are to refuse to patronize powerless religious tradition and the preachers who push it. Believers owe no allegiance to churches that deny miracles.
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great [a] salvation [including healing]; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord [Christ], and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him, God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his [unchanging] will (Hebrews 2:3-4)?”
Hebrews 3:12: “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God [like the ancient Jews did].” “…we see that they could not enter in [to their inheritance] because of [their] unbelief (Hebrews 3:19).” Healing is our inheritance, and unbelief is a killer of faith for our healing. Unbelief is actually departing from God! Hebrews 4:2 brings out a biblical principle that is just as true today as it was of old: “…unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them [the Jews in the wilderness]: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.” Beyond that, many people today are not even hearing the biblical faith message. And, even when people do hear the genuine gospel and desire to receive the benefits (healing, etc.), James 1:6-8 warns: “…let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” “If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater (1 John 5:9)…” “…he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son (1 John 5:10).” And part of that record is that Deity provided bodily healing for us through Jesus’ sacrifice! If a man rejects any biblical truth, John said he has made Deity a liar. Obviously, God Himself does not become a liar; John was saying that the person in unbelief considers God a liar. There is no good future for those who practice such things.
 
Wrong focus, then, is patronizing any information that is contradictory to what God has promised and commanded in His Word. And we have seen example after example in God’s Word showing that wrong focus cheats even believers out of many rich blessings that are already paid for by the Savior’s sacrifice, and therefore belong to us right now in this life. It is obviously necessary that we get our focus right, as in the next chapter.







Chapter Thirteen
Right focus—N.T. examples
The preceding was a long chapter, but I saw it necessary to cover that material in order to make a significant impact on the reader in regard to this healing issue. For hundreds of years, many famous church leaders have drilled the Body of Christ with unbelief (actually, heresy) concerning divine healing. It started early on with Augustine
before he saw the healing light, was embraced by John Calvin, who never saw the healing light, and was finally established in the church by John Darby, who put out the healing light. And all of that was accomplished by conservative churchmen. On the more liberal side, Rudolf Bultmann denied that any miracles had ever occurred, even under Christ’s ministry. Those miracles recorded in the gospels are said to be
heightened accounts
of the spiritual works of Jesus. Since miracles cannot happen today (they claim), then they could not have occurred back then either. Those theologians who make such remarks are spiritual idiots! That is not a typographical error. Rather, it is the truth about those overly-educated people who dare to challenge God’s Word under the guise of critical scholarship. I heard a well-known teacher in the Charismatic segment of the church say unequivocally that those men are educated way beyond their intelligence. They have actually made fools out of themselves, while destroying much of Deity’s church. They enjoy great laudation among the elite liberal churches, but I would not walk in their shoes for all the world!
In Matthew 6:10, Jesus told His disciples to pray to God: “Thy kingdom come. Thy [unchanging] will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” Since Jesus commanded us to ask such, then we are to think such. That is, we are to focus properly. Then, Christ performed just what He had commanded them to pray about. Bodily healing was part of Deity’s overall will, which was to be done on the earth. We Christians are not to be distracted by any present condition in our bodies, but to look exclusively at what God’s Word says regarding His will for
our health. Matthew 8:3 neutralizes the gutless religious tradition that questions His will that we be healthy. When a leper approached Jesus testifying of faith that He could heal him if only He were willing, Christ granted him this answer: “And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him [the leper], saying, I will; be thou clean [healed from your leprosy]. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.” Out of Christ’s own mouth, then, we hear God’s will concerning our health. Deity wants us all healed, for you will remember that God is not a respecter of persons. Refer to Romans 2:11, Ephesians 6:9, Colossians 3:25 and 1 Peter 1:17. His will for that leper was His will for all sick people. Of course, only Jesus Christ can actually heal (save) the human body, so those who desire to be healed supernaturally must trust in His sacrifice for his or her healing (Acts 4:12; Ephesians 5:23; 1 Peter 2:24).
 
In Matthew 9:20-22, we have a perfect example of proper focus. “And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment: For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole [saved in body]. But Jesus turned [around], and when he saw her [who had been thoroughly restored], he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole [saved you]. And the woman was made whole [physically saved] from that hour.” Having depended on physicians for twelve years with no favorable results, she turned her attention to the real Healer (Christ), and got immediate results. Twelve years of wrong focus had robbed the woman of her money, had caused her great pain, and had not improved her condition. She was desperate. On the other hand, by focusing on Christ alone the woman got the results she wanted immediately and without money!
In Matthew 9:29, we have yet another excellent example: “Then touched [Jesus] their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you.” As they focused on Jesus only, the two blind men received their eyesight. Had they focused on their bodily symptoms instead of Christ, or divided their attention between the Lord and their bodily symptoms, they would not have been healed; because it was according to their faith!
 
Christ always had the proper focus, because He came to earth to achieve the Father’s express will. Thus, it is obvious that the Father’s will was to heal ailing bodies in addition to forgiving sins, for in Matthew 10:1 we see Jesus duplicating His healing ministry: “And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave [unto] them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease [just like He had done].” Matthew 10:8 recorded His specific instructions to those twelve: “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.” Therefore, they too were to focus on Deity’s power upon them to minister His healing blessings to the sick. No matter what were men’s symptoms, those
disciples were to focus on God’s will
and the power He had given them to get that healing job done. Oh, that church leaders today would have the same biblical attitude!
 
Our Savior said in Matthew 12:35 that, “A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.” Acts 10:38 says Christ went about doing good and healing. Scripture, then, says that healing is good! The very opposite of good is evil, which Scripture after Scripture has linked to sickness and disease (which I have established in my first healing book). Sickness is evil; healing is good! That means that when Christ said evil comes from the storage of evil in the heart, He was saying that people focus on the evil of sickness symptoms within their bodies. Good treasure in one’s heart focuses on good—good health—which our Savior purchased for us upon the cross. Although Jesus’ comment would include other things, healing most definitely qualifies. Moreover, such evil is stored in one’s heart by dwelling upon one’s bodily symptoms; the good by meditating on Scripture! Jesus said that a man brings forth either good or evil things that have been stored in his heart; which means that things starting out in the spirit realm will manifest in the natural. Mental images in our heart and mind, released through our
mouth, will eventually manifest
in our daily circumstances. Problems constantly thought upon and talked about sooner or later show up in one’s experiences. So, to make sure you have only desired experiences, meditate on God’s Word, not on physical symptoms, which tend to contradict God’s Word until you use faith in God’s Word to change the symptoms.
 
While this next Scripture passage is not about healing, it perfectly exemplifies the biblical principle this chapter is all about. Matthew 14:28-31 proclaims: “…Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. And he said, Come. And when Peter [had] come down out of the [boat], he [literally] walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But when [Peter] saw [using his sense of sight that] the wind [was] boisterous, he was afraid [the natural result of paying attention to the senses]; and beginning to sink, he cried [aloud], saying, Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught [Peter], and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” The point here is that no matter how ridiculous something Deity says may seem to our senses, Deity expects us to act on His Word anyway. Furthermore, when we act on God’s Word we can expect miraculous things to happen. Still further, when we start out on our faith-walk, we must continue walking by faith, or we will get into big trouble. It requires supernatural ability to walk on water (or do any other miraculous feat), so when we venture out in faith we must remain in faith! The fact that we could not accomplish such a project by natural ability in the first place means that after we launch such a project we will have to use supernatural ability to finish it. When Peter started out on that water-walk he was acting by faith (which is a supernatural power). However, right in the middle of that faith project he reverted to natural thinking; which was fatal to his faith project, and was almost fatal to him too! We must learn a vital lesson from Peter’s example. When we release faith for supernatural healing, that faith must be based on God’s Word; and we must continue in it!
The woman who had been healed from the issue of blood must have told others of her experience, for Matthew 14:35-36 tells us: “And when the men of that place had knowledge of him, they sent out into all that country round about, and brought unto him all that were diseased; And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many as touched were made perfectly whole [saved in their body].” Evidently, those people were focused upon what the woman had told
them about Jesus, not on their infirmities.
 
Matthew chapter fifteen contains yet another example of the right-focus principle. There, a non-Jewish woman came to the Savior requesting that He heal her demon-possessed daughter. At first ignoring, then refusing, her request, Jesus was testing her determination. The woman simply would not be deterred from her mission, however, and Jesus eventually granted her request. She would not permit any distractions. The Lord even said to her: “It is not meet [proper] to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs (Matthew 15:26).” He was referring here to bodily and mental healing. If a woman outside the covenant could prevail in gaining healing for her afflicted daughter by remaining properly focused, why would Deity deny healing to anybody who is under the covenant; if they remain properly focused on Deity’s healing promises? I want to point out here that Christ said bodily healing is the children’s bread. Physical healing is part of our inheritance, because we are in covenant with God through Christ.
 
I believe we can agree that just before Jesus left earth to return to heaven He carefully chose what He knew would be His last earthly instructions to His disciples. Matthew 28:20 makes it clear that after making disciples of all nations they were commanded to continue “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I [Jesus] have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the [aioon—age]. Amen.” Amen means so be it! What Christ had said was the way He desired things to continue to the end. What had He just said? They were to teach new believers the same things He had commanded His first disciples to perform and teach, continuing from generation to generation until He returned. They were to continue preaching the gospel and healing the sick like He had sent them to do while He was with them on earth. Read Matthew 10:1, Mark 16:15-18, Luke 6:40, 9:1, 10:9, John 14:12, 20:21, Galatians 3:5 and Hebrews 2:4 to understand the truth I am endeavoring to get across here. Paying attention to Jesus’ last words on earth is definitely having the right focus. Let us make sure we do that!
 
Mark 5:25-29 adds some important details to Matthew’s account of the woman with a bleeding problem. “…a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all [the money] she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, When she [touched the Lord]…, straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague.” I want to point out here that this woman was determined to get to the Lord no matter the cost. She was focused on the result she wanted, not the possibility of her being stoned for breaking the law. Despite the dangers, she persevered in faith and got the healing she needed! Following such examples will benefit us as well.
 
In Mark 10:52, the Lord instructed a blind man: “Go thy way; thy [perseverance in] faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight…” That man’s confidence in Christ outweighed the suggestion of his symptoms that he would never see again. God wants us to believe as he did.
 
Luke 1:37-38 offers a striking example of that principle. When Gabriel announced to the Virgin Mary that she would become pregnant supernaturally, without having any sexual relations with a man, she accepted the messenger’s words, saying: “Behold [I am] the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.” Talk about a focusing challenge! Mary chose to believe God’s Word over all opposing evidence in the natural realm. And guess what? It worked!
 
Luke chapter seven tells the story of a Roman centurion asking the Lord to thoroughly save (Greek text) his servant, saying that Christ needed only to speak a word for that sick servant to be healed. He looked not to medicine or surgery, nor considered the symptoms. He just believed on Jesus!
Luke 7:9 declares that, “When Jesus heard these things [from the mouth of the centurion], he marvelled at him, and turned him about, and said unto the people that followed him, I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.” Christ commended the centurion’s faith—proper focus—but derided the faithless focus
of the religious crowd. Jesus just might lament similarly over today’s church!
 
Christ hit the nail right on the head in Luke 8:50, where He instructed Jairus: “Fear not [but]: believe only, and [your daughter] shall be made whole [saved].” Faith does not work with fear. Being direct opposites, one will destroy the other. In other words, nobody can successfully mix right focus with wrong focus. We must yield complete loyalty to God’s Word! Had Jairus observed the symptoms (his daughter being now dead) she would have stayed dead. That principle works the same today! Make sure your focus is aligned with God.
That biblical principle may be seen again in Luke 17:19, where Christ said to that one healed leper out of ten: “Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.” His faith was his right focus. Suppose he had not exercised faith? Would he have been healed (actually, saved in body)? Proper focus saved that man, whereas wrong focus would have rendered disastrous results. Am I getting through?
 
There are numerous passages that contain examples of both wrong and right focus. John 5:5-9 is one of them: “And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man [Looking to man for help is wrong focusing!], when the water is troubled [by the angel from time to time], to put me into the pool: but while I am coming [to the water at a snail’s pace], another steppeth down before me. Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk [signifying that he was to focus on the Savior, not on his problems]. And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked…” Focusing upon Christ for a moment did more for that sick man than trusting in man for thirty-eight years. Hmm; interesting to say the least!
John 5:14 says that “Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole [in body]: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.” That was a warning that if that man did not maintain right focus he would lose his health again. Therefore, it is clear that we have to keep focusing properly even after we have used right focus to get healed in the first place. Are you listening?
 
A classic Scripture I have been patiently waiting to get to is John 7:24. There, Jesus said: “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.” Such obviously means that judging according to appearance (according to what our senses tell us) is wrong focus. The opposite is said to be righteous judgment. We must agree, then, that judging
by appearances is automatically the wrong focus! But, if we cannot rightly discern by sensory information, what is left? God’s Word! He knows more than we could ever know about our every situation; and He would never steer us wrong. So, if His Word is never wrong, then focusing on His Word must be the proper focus! Who could misunderstand that?
 
Just before Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, Martha, his sister, expressed doubt about what would happen at the tomb. But “Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, [then] thou shouldest see the glory of God (John 11:40)?” Most people demand to see a miracle before they believe. But, Christ established the divine order of believing first, then seeing! Obviously then, if our eyes are fastened onto our symptoms, waiting to see what happens, such wrong focus will prevent our miracle from transpiring. Believing is based upon God’s Word alone. Even if His Word directly opposes what the evening news, our neighbors, and
our senses tell us, God’s instructions are our only safe path. The mindset of Thomas provoked the Savior to comment on that
principle. John 20:29: “Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” Believing is simply taking God at His Word about everything He has said about our particular situation, and expecting Him to keep His Word despite our current circumstances. If more of that were practiced in the church, more miracles would occur!
Such happened early on in the book of Acts. Acts 3:16 is Peter’s explanation of what happened to a lame man: “…his [Jesus’] name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know [what kind of shape he was in before]: yea, the faith which is by him [Christ] hath given him [the lame man] this perfect [physical] soundness…” The faith of Peter and John, along with the lame man’s response of faith to their ministry, overcame the physical condition he was in before they ministered to him. Had the man believed his bodily symptoms were more powerful than Deity’s Word spoken by Peter, he would have remained lame. If believers today would at least respond to godly ministry as that man did there would be more testimonies of healing today.
 
The religious leaders of those days were so indoctrinated with unbelief that they even denied what they had seen with their eyes because it contradicted what they already wanted to believe. They then had the audacity to try to pressure the apostles to do the same. However, Peter and John answered them in Acts 4:20: “…we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” They had seen their Lord perform many miracles, and had done the same themselves. Today, we too must testify of the things we have seen with our eyes in God’s Word; knowing they are more real than symptoms.
 
Many of the common people back in those early days had witnessed so many
miracles, “…that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds [or pallets] and couches, [so] that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them [so those folks would be healed] (Acts 5:15).” While religious leaders focused on their futile doctrines, the sick focused on God’s solution. Whereas there is no record of any leaders getting healed, all of those people who believed the gospel were miraculously delivered. Acts 5:16 declares: “There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one.” Right focus obtains right results!
Do you now perceive what an impact right focus makes? Sometimes it means the difference between life and death! I venture to say it is more important than religious tradition.
When the Sanhedrin tried to force those apostles to yield to their religious threats, Acts 5:29 reports: “Then Peter and the other apostles [who were on trial for healing a lame man] answered [the religious leaders] and [respectfully but boldly] said, We ought to obey God rather than men.” If that was not a reference to focus, I do not know what it could have been. We must focus on what God has said, not on what men say or have said! Right focus will get you into trouble with men, but wrong focus will cheat you out of good health.
 
Acts 8:6-7 is yet another example of right focus. “And the people with one accord gave heed unto [the message] which Philip spake, hearing [about] and seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many [people] taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed.” Notice two important elements in this passage. First, the believers were in one accord—not bickering over whether or not divine healing was a valid doctrine. Second, they were paying heed to Phillip’s message—God’s Word. They were unified in right focus! Thus, they were unified in getting the desired results.
 
Acts 9:34-35 states this: “…Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy bed. And he arose immediately. And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned to the Lord.” Peter’s right focus in obeying Jesus’ orders, Aeneas responding in faith toward the good news, and the neighboring people paying attention to what had happened, resulted in at least two communities turning to God. That is right focus; the way God wants it!
 
Another good example is found in Acts 14:9-10: “[A lame man] heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed, Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked.” Faith comes by hearing God’s Word (Romans 10:17), so it is obvious that the lame man had been focusing on what Paul had been saying. Perfect bodily healing was the result!
What would have happened had Paul preached a manmade gospel instead of the truth? Would that lame man have been healed had he paid attention to his condition instead of the gospel?
Acts 17:11 puts the focusing principle in another gospel nutshell, stating: “These [Jews] were more noble than those [Jews] in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind [properly focusing], and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” As a result, the next verse says that many of them believed. Believing is definitely the proper focus. If you gaze at the source of faith for healing, you will gain faith to gain your healing!
 
Staying around people who are wrongly focused can be a serious obstacle to receiving healing miracles. In Acts 19:9, we find a perfect example of that problem. “But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way [the Christian lifestyle] before the multitude, [Paul] departed from them, and separated the disciples [from such unbelief], disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus.” Sometimes, a believer must separate him or herself from the unbelieving crowd to get and/or keep properly focused. The apostle Paul saw that necessity in Ephesus. What effect did such a move have on divine healing? Acts 19:11-12 says: “…God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: So that from his body [believers took] unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them.” Such were the results of getting away from the wrongly focused crowd and uniting in the right-focus mode.
 
After focusing for who-knows-how-long on their physical ailments, the people on a small island changed their focus, and thereby gained healing in their bodies. Acts 28:8-9 tells us that on that little island, “…the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul [then a Roman prisoner] entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him [the old sick man], and healed him. So when this was done, others also, which had diseases in the island [having heard about that healing], came, and were [themselves] healed…” They did not remain focused on their illnesses; nor did they debate Deity’s will concerning healing. Unlike many modern theologians who are confused because of religious doctrine, they were convinced that good health was a good thing. The inhabitants of that island were brighter than many modern Christians. Proper focus (faith in God) got them healed!
Paul said a mouth full in Romans 3:4, commanding men to, “let God be true [at all times], but every man a liar…” So, no matter our circumstance, what God says about us is the way it actually is in the spirit realm. Sustained proper focus will cause that spirit-realm-reality to manifest in the natural world where we face all kinds of problems.
 
The very essence of the right-focus principle is discovered in Abraham, “…the father of us all (Romans 4:16).” Romans 4:17 tells us Deity told Abraham: “I have made thee a father of many nations…” Notice that is past tense. Then Paul said the God of Abraham “…calleth those things which be not as though they [already] were.” Rather than looking at present circumstances of any kind, and accepting them as they are, Deity calls things the way He wants them to be and changes those things so that they come into agreement with His will! He demands that we believers do the same, using Abraham as our example. Romans 4:19: “And being not weak in faith, [Abraham] considered not his own body [already as good as] dead [in his procreation department], when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet [did he doubt because of] the deadness of Sarah’s womb…” This all concerns the focusing issue. Just like Deity, Abraham decided to focus upon God’s promise to him instead of his and Sarah’s physical condition, as Romans 4:20 states: “He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God…” Had Abraham focused on his problems instead of Deity’s promise, he would not have become “fully persuaded that, what [God] had promised, he was able also to perform (Romans 4:21).” Modern day Christians in general, however, tend to focus either upon their physical symptoms, or upon religious unbelief that has been fed them
in many churches; resulting in failure to receive healing in their bodies. Do you see that if Abraham had wrongly focused Isaac would never have even been conceived, let alone born?
 
Heaven’s healing system is supernatural! To accomplish supernatural things, one must tap into supernatural power. Focusing on either natural problems or natural solutions is not the way to accomplish that. The world operates through the senses; Deity does not. To be healed supernaturally, we must agree with God’s Word, not with this perverted world. Romans 12:2 commands Christians to: “…be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Since we know from Scripture that divine healing is God’s perfect will for His faithful people, as we walk in that reality we will prove to this world and to the unbelieving portions of the church that divine healing is for today after all! There should never have been any doubt.
 
First Corinthians 2:16 affirms that “…we [believers] have the mind of Christ.” That means Christians are to think like our Savior thinks, not like this world. We are also to possess the same faith as the patriarchs of old. Second Corinthians 4:13 says: “We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak…” God demands that our faith be based on what is written, not on things our senses tell us. If we believe Deity’s Word, we will continually speak Deity’s Word. If we continually confess our ailments, we testify that we believe their power to keep us sick is greater than God’s power and/or willingness to heal us from those ailments.
 
No passage is more to the point on this particular subject than is 2 Corinthians 4:18: “While we look not at the things which are seen [detected by the physical senses], but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen [with our eyes] are eternal.” This can be applied to the reception of blessings on this side of heaven, as well as in that future life. Focusing on natural information instead of biblical revelation cheats Christians out of both kinds of blessings. This agrees with 2 Corinthians 5:7, which says Christians must “walk by faith, not by [our natural] sight [or reason]…” Second Corinthians 10:3-5 states: “…though we walk in the flesh, we do not war [according to] the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal [based on sensory information], but [are] mighty through God [for] the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the [spiritual] knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ…”
Temporal powers have no actual ability to solve temporal problems. If they did, there would be no negative situations today. Everybody would be satisfied. On the contrary, have you noticed lately that the world’s problems are increasing?
We need supernatural power to overcome natural obstacles. In order to tap into that power we must set our sights upon those supernatural entities God has seen fit to invest in the earth for accomplishing that very purpose—God’s Word, the Holy Spirit and the all-authoritative name of Jesus. People who have learned how to tap into their supernatural power source are blessed abundantly, even when and where those around them have not learned that secret and are not being blessed. Obviously, not all Christians are tapping into their supernatural heritage either, for the church faces about as many unsolved problems as the world. The book of Hebrews has more to say about that. We will get to it a little later.
 
Galatians 3:15 reveals how the church got into the mess it is in today, regarding sickness and everything else. There, we read that, “Though it is only a man’s covenant, yet if it is confirmed, no one annuls or adds to it.” Even in the natural realm it is illegal for one to tamper with a covenant that has been ratified. The death of him who makes a covenant seals the deal, so to speak. Our Lord sealed with His own lifeblood the New Testament. So, no one has any right to tamper with it; although theologians have been doing that for centuries. The modern church for the most part has been focusing on theological excuses put forth by such theologians instead of focusing on the New Testament and its established benefits. Galatians 3:29, however, says that, “…if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” The promise God made to us who are in Jesus Christ is still intact, and all who focus on that promise reap rich rewards.
Interestingly, Galatians 4:1 states “That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all…” In other words, although believers are heirs of all that Jesus wrought on the cross, their being immature in the faith has made them servants of theological doctrine, servants of this world, and the servants of the devil himself. The only cure for such diseases is to refocus on the benefits of Calvary. That cures physical diseases as well!
Ephesians 3:20 says that God “…is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us…” That means Deity’s power to do good in our behalf is regulated by what is at work inside us. If that power inside us is faith built on Deity’s Word instead of the powerlessness of gutless religion, then we will reap a harvest of blessings, including health in our bodies.
 
Here is one more instructive verse. Ephesians 4:27 says: “Neither give place to the devil.” Satan is the very being who pressures believers to pay attention to their symptoms and/ or theological tradition in the place of God’s Word regarding their health. The only way to give no place
to the enemy is to give place to what God said about our health, finances, etc.
In Philippians 4:8, Paul taught that truth in more depth: “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.” Sickness symptoms hardly fit into any of those categories. Perfect bodily health does. Somewhere in Scripture, you will find that everything on that list is related to good health. That is proper focus.
 
Paul commanded in Colossians 3:2-3: “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” Multitudes of preachers have twisted that verse, teaching that Christians are to just go around thinking about how good everything is going to be when they get to heaven. Not at all! Setting one’s affection on things above means to depend on supernatural power to put a person over in every negative situation he or she faces on earth. It is connecting with heaven’s power for the purpose of helping us now, not sometime in our future. One case in point is 1 Timothy 2:15: “Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.” Faith being spiritual in essence, it is from heaven; and its purpose is to put us over in every challenge we face during this lifetime. Still another case is 1 Timothy 4:8: “For bodily exercise profiteth [a] little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.”
Concerning those instructions Paul had previously given Timothy, in 1 Timothy 4:15-16 the apostle commanded him: “Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; [so] that thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine[s]; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.” This makes it clear that focusing on the things of God will cause them to appear (manifest) to people on this earth right now! No waiting for heaven’s blessings. Also see 1 Timothy 5:21.
 
I must mention Philemon 1:6: “That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus.” In other words, we do not receive New Covenant blessings by paying attention to and confessing our symptoms, or the traditions of men, but by acknowledging our rich inheritance in Christ Jesus; which He wants us to enjoy in this lifetime as well as in the next. Acknowledging our inheritance is right focus.
 
Another Scripture passage that hits the nail right on the head is Hebrews 2:9. It, too, promotes proper focus: “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.” In seeing Jesus, this Scripture means we focus on Him and His sacrifice for us on the cross. One cannot focus on this world and on Christ at the same time! That theme surfaces again in Hebrews 3:1: “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus…” Our Savior purchased for us on the cross much more than the forgiveness of sins. He bought our total salvation, including healing for our bodies.
 
Hebrews 5:13-14 also has something to say about that: “…every one that useth milk [is immature] is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is [merely] a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” Satan controls immature Christians through their senses, but we are to retrain our senses to the point of recognizing the difference between God’s work and Satan’s.
Now for a verse I have been waiting eagerly to point out: “That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises (Hebrews 6:12).” In this verse we have God’s command to pattern our lives after those in Scripture, and otherwise, who both have and are in the process of receiving heaven’s promise of bodily healing; which, you will remember, is part of our Covenant package. Hebrews 6:15 reveals concerning Abraham that, “…after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.” He is one of those we are to pattern our Christian lives after. How can we achieve such? Hebrews 10:23 says to Christians: “Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)…” Hold fast our profession (or confession) of what? What our senses tell us, or what God’s Word has been saying about our health all along? Without wavering means that we are not to confess God’s Word for a while, and then go back to confessing our symptoms or the traditions of men. We stick with God’s Word steadfast to the end—until we receive the manifestation of our healing! Look at Hebrews 10:35-36 as well: “Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompense of reward. For ye have need [for] patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive [His] promise.” It is only after we have done Deity’s will that we can expect to receive His promised blessings. One such blessing is physical healing. Deity’s will is that we hold fast our confession
of those healthy promises. Hebrews 11:1 clearly declares that, “…faith is the substance of things hoped for [and the] evidence of things not seen.” In the spirit realm there is substance. That substance is faith. We first receive that spiritual substance in our spirits, and then release that faith back to God through our confession. Satan pressures us to let go of our confession before we see the manifestation of what we released our faith for. If we do so, that
spiritual substance
has no channel through which to flow into manifestation. Believers stop
it by abandoning their steady confession of God’s Word. By so doing they cut off all opportunity for the health blessings to appear in their flesh. Hebrews 11:6 also makes it clear that, “…without faith it is impossible to please him [Deity]: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder [with the answer to the prayers] of them that diligently seek him.”
One more example is Hebrews 12:2: “Looking
unto Jesus the author and [developer] of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” We must look
away
from
all our circumstances, and unto
Christ, just as He looked
away from the shame of the cross unto
the joy that had been set before Him—achieving our redemption and reconciling all humankind back unto God. Refer also to Ephesians 1:10. One cannot focus upon physical symptoms and/or religious tradition and put faith in Deity’s promises at the same time. They are direct opposites. Both symptoms and religious tradition say that God’s Word is not true when it comes to your health. Supernatural healing passed away long ago, religion says; and pain screams for instant relief. Biblical faith, on the other hand, holds firm in the face of all contradictory evidence, and eventually receives its reward.
 
James 1:6-8 leaves no room for doubt about the principle of proper focus, commanding the believer: “…let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing [from] the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” Of course, the term any thing would necessarily include bodily healing. Without maintaining our biblical faith we will not be healed! Nor will we receive anything else supernaturally, according to James 1:6-8. View James 1:17 in the light of Acts 10:38: “Every good gift [Christ went about doing good and healing.] and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” We see that God does not waver, and in James 1:6-8, wavering is forbidden to us as well. Obviously, wavering is alternating back and forth between our biblical confession and our giving credence to physical symptoms.
James 4:7: “Submit yourself therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” One way is James 5:14-15: “Is any sick among you? let him call [upon] the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick [Christian], and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.” James 5:16: “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” Right focus gets the job done. Wrong focus botches the job every time.
 
First John 2:6 is also instructive, commanding: “He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he [Jesus] walked.” We have witnessed time and again in this chapter that Christ was properly focused on God’s Holy Word, and would not be distracted from it. Deity commands us to behave the same way in our Christian walk.
 
When we are tempted to yield to symptoms in our bodies, or to religious traditions which contradict God’s Word, we are to heed 1 John 4:1: “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God…” Resisting all erroneous spirits and cooperating with Deity’s Spirit is proper focusing. Any spirit or attitude suggesting otherwise is
wrong focusing. A God-sent spirit will agree with what the Holy Spirit moved John to write in 3 John 2: “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” Any symptom or church tradition that nullifies that truth cannot be of God. Symptoms try to make us sick, and religious tradition tries to talk us into accepting illness as God’s will for us so Satan can continue his dirty work.
 
Jude 3 strictly warns against such encroaching dangers: “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that [you] should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” Such faith is in the New Covenant promises of health for our bodies as well as forgiveness of our sins and the new birth.
 
Revelation 21:8 says that “…the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their [portion] in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” Notice what company cowardice keeps: murder, idolatry, immorality, etc. Cowards will suffer in this life as well as the next. Proper focus avoids that!
I must tack onto this chapter this explanation of some of the seemingly harsh words I have leveled against religious people, preachers and theologians. It may seem cruel on my part, but the real cruelty is and has been on their parts, for their anti-scriptural stance has done inestimable damage to the Body of Christ over many centuries. I myself was once a mere novice in such matters, and was thoroughly ignorant
of biblical truth concerning this sickness-and-healing issue. I can therefore sympathize with those who are truly ignorant of biblical teaching on healing. Nevertheless, ministers who have gone through three years of seminary and learned the Hebrew and Greek languages have absolutely no excuse for any kind of unbelief. Having been exposed to the very same biblical information I have offered here, and within my first healing book, they have obviously opted to believe tradition instead of the bible. That means such preachers deliberately pervert Scripture in order to maintain their denominational stance on certain church doctrines. Upon the truly ignorant I can feel a certain amount of sympathy, regardless of their ridiculous theologies. After having been adequately exposed to healing truth, and then blindly trudging on in deliberate unbelief, however, they no longer deserve any sympathy. In fact, they will face Deity’s strict judgment for their unbelief. Remember Romans 14:10, 2 Corinthians 5:10 and what we just covered in Revelation 21:8. I will get down to the nitty-gritty truth about all of that in the next chapter.







Chapter Fourteen
Why such religious resistance?
The battle against divine healing is a furious one. Why is that so? It all revolves around God’s purpose for His creation
and the determination of God’s enemies to destroy creation. It will not take long to spell out God’s purpose, because it is simple. Our Creator made all things good, for such was just the way He intended them to be. Read all of Genesis chapter one. Deity having created even the angels with the ability to choose whether they would voluntarily serve Him, the angel Lucifer decided to go his own way, and obviously persuaded other angels to rebel with him. Attempting to oust God, plus take over His universe, those rebels found out the hard way that such a plan was futile. Being unable to conquer Deity, they then began their new career of trying to make the rest of creation as devoid of Deity’s original purpose as they had become; and in so doing somehow deprive Deity of the joy of seeing His creation reach its God-ordained destiny. People also became involved when Satan, that fallen Lucifer, came to the Garden of Eden and tempted man to rebel along with him. Satan, knowing that humanity also had the freedom to choose, used his deceptive tactics to lure Adam into a state of rebellion against his Creator. Adam’s rebellion, called sin, carried with it the curses of poverty, sickness and disease, and ultimately physical death. God set into motion His plan to redeem mankind, but Satan set out to thwart God’s plan. It is that very struggle we will deal with in this chapter.
That age-old battle is one of agendas. Whose agenda will ultimately win? If you can learn and remember this biblical reality you will be far ahead on your part in that battle. God has His agenda. He created all things for a purpose, and He will have His way in the end! Lucifer, having become Satan, set out to destroy all God’s creation, preventing His purpose from materializing. Human beings are trapped in the middle of that struggle. Many have fallen in with Satan, while some have opted to be loyal to the Creator, cooperating with Deity to bring His plan to fruition. The Creator is on our side. Look at Romans 8:31. Satan is always against us. See John 8:44, 10:10, 2 Corinthians 4:4 and 1 Peter 5:8-9. Our adversary, Satan, manipulates countless people whom he has deceived to either lure us into rebellion against Deity, so that we will incur His wrath, or cause us damage if we refuse to yield to temptation to sin. Jesus Christ, on the other hand, recruits loyal people who are dedicated to Him and His agenda, who are called and equipped to teach and encourage us in Bible faith. Each of us must decide which personality secures our loyalty. The quality of our deliberate decision determines the quality of our lifestyle! Fortunately, our Redeemer is able to take the lives our enemy has destroyed and remake them in Christ’s image, so that they fulfill Deity’s agenda after all. In God’s Word we find example after example of such victories, the former victims being redeemed in both spirit and body.
 
What does all that have to do with sickness and healing? Satan has confused many people, even believers, regarding God’s purpose in the area of physical health. People who are not sure where Deity stands on this issue easily fall into the devil’s deceptive traps. Such is the reason there is so much confusion in God’s church today in regard to whether divine healing is a valid Christian doctrine
and practice, and even if such miracles ever occurred at any time in history. The devil works hard to pressure people into a doctrinal corner, so to speak, when it comes to supernatural healing of our bodies. Over the past five hundred years the devil has maneuvered both liberal and conservative theological minds to construct monstrous religious systems that deny divine healing to the modern believer. The devil has many deceptive tricks up his sleeve, and we will be examining a few of them.
Obviously, Satan’s primary tool is confusion. People who are in the know about Deity’s position on healing have little trouble receiving supernatural healing in their bodies. Many of God’s people, however, never come to any real conclusion on the issue, and so never venture any faith for the purpose of obtaining divine health. Part of that confusion stems from the lack of unity in the church itself. James 3:14-16 states: “But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. [Such] wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where envying and strife is [allowed], there is confusion and every evil work [including sickness and disease—primary works of the devil].” Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil, yet theologians keep telling believers that that refers only to the forgiveness of sins. It has nothing to do with the body. John Calvin was the primary pusher of that religious heresy. But, all you have to do to get rid of that theological unbelief is to look at passages like Acts 10:38, which declares Jesus went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil with sickness. Sickness was obviously one work of the devil, which Jesus came to destroy. All this confusion about divine healing would be eliminated if only preachers would be honest with the Bible! They can start with 3 John 2.
 
The kind of confusion I have been discussing is designed to keep people from seeking supernatural bodily healing in the first place. However, if Satan fails at that, he has other diabolical weapons to use against those who are seeking for healing in their bodies by supernatural means. This chapter does not present an exhaustive list of the devil’s tactics, but it does deal with some of the more prevalent ones.
 
If Satan cannot prevent you from seeking divine healing, he will use various pressures to push you off that path once you have embarked upon it. His tricks often work on people who are not well-grounded in the Scriptures. Many supposed reasons for doubt conveniently present themselves to people who are on the verge of abandoning faith in divine healing. Such reasons carry a lot of weight in the minds of believers who make decisions based on their
fickle senses rather than on faith which proceeds from God’s trustworthy promises.
The divine healing battle certainly involves one’s physical body, but is primarily waged in the mind. Bodily symptoms speak to the mind and tell it God’s Word cannot be true, at least in their particular case. If God wanted you healed, He would get rid of the symptoms. Since the symptoms are still glaringly present, then either the Word is not true, or it has been wrongly interpreted. Many believers being more aware of what their senses are telling them than they are of what God’s Word says, they are more persuaded by those sensory reports than they are by the Bible; which is not part of their body. God’s Word gives a good report, but one’s body gives a contradictory report. The source of information which has the most weight in one’s estimation will win the argument every time! The key to victory, then, is to so build God’s Word into your spirit that it is closer to you, and speaks to you louder, than any bodily symptoms. That is just what Abraham did. He considered not his own body (which was as good as dead in the area of reproduction), neither did he contemplate the barrenness of Sarah’s womb (Romans 4:19). Although some of the Greek manuscripts say that he did consider his own body and the inability of Sarah’s womb to produce children, such makes no sense. Faith comes by hearing Deity’s Word, not by paying attention to the very opposite of it! The Greek text underlying the King James Version (not the King James Version itself) is the most accurate Greek text. Generally, it is more consistent with itself than any other Greek texts. In some places they actually contradict themselves, suggesting that someone tampered with the original. The English King James Bible has it flaws as well, just like all the others.
 
Our adversary
uses whatever tools he can find that may serve his own agenda of stealing, killing and destroying. He has found many weapons in the religious realm. In fact, he is the one who actually invented those religious concepts and
practices! They give him room to work without being caught in the act. Remember too, Satan transforms himself into an angel of light to those who are blinded by religious tradition; and his ministers into ministers of righteousness. The Word of God is the only sure cure for such heresies, and the only way we can secure the cure for our bodily ills. If it does not line up with God’s Word, then it is not God’s will for us.
Because our own bodies are closer to our consciousness than are the bodies of anyone else, the devil first attacks us with severe symptoms for the purpose of persuading us to drop our faith-for-healing project. However, if we continue on in faith until our healing is manifested, instead of giving up, he will then attack one of our loved ones to try to get to us through their sufferings. Such temptation hit Job’s wife, as well as Ezekiel concerning his wife. Satan also put pressure on Jairus when his daughter’s life was on the line. Refer to Job 2:9, Ezekiel 24 and Luke 8:49-50. In such cases, Satan tries to drive a wedge of hurt between one and God because that loved one is suffering and
Jehovah-Rapha is apparently doing nothing about it. I know of many such cases. People in those predicaments can get quite nasty toward God and the person who enlightened them on divine healing. Symptoms attempt to prove that God is a liar and that His Word is an outright lie. Symptoms can become quite persuasive in the bodies and minds of those who are untrained in God’s Word.
Not only does the knowledge of the suffering of our loved
one have a tremendous impact on our decisions concerning their well-being, but their pleading as well. Remember that Adam partook of the forbidden fruit at the behest of his own wife; being fully aware of the detrimental consequences. He was swayed by his wife’s symptoms, and as a result got not only both of them into trouble but all the rest of us too! The bottom line is that we must never permit Deity’s clear Word to be overshadowed by any contrary evidence in our bodies, in our finances, in our relationships, or in anything else.
 
Beyond one’s close loved one, such as a spouse, child or parent, the suffering of some close friend or extended family member can also be the cause of bitterness toward God for not delivering that dear one. I personally know of those who have stayed mad at God for years because some friend was not healed supernaturally, but suffered and died of disease or some other tragedy. The first thing we must consider in such cases is that neither Deity nor His Word is the culprit. Next, remember that we do not know all the facts involved in such cases. No matter how close we were to someone, we could not know their spiritual condition. Only God knows if they were actually trusting in His Word or were in unbelief.
Here is what this is all about. The devil puts pressure on us to get us to look for relief from our symptoms. If we have been told that God heals supernaturally, we might think He is supposed to heal us no matter our spiritual condition. If we have not been persuaded that God will come through for us if we hold fast, we might not only give up and forfeit our healing, but also get angry at the Healer because He did not perform as we thought He would or should! We will also get angry at the person who informed us about divine healing. This has been the devil’s tactic down through the centuries. One person did not truly believe, and so did not get healed. Their failure affected the faith of others, and so the failures multiplied. As those negative experiences
piled up over time, religious leaders, who were already prone to unbelief, used those negative examples to persuade believers that healing was not supposed to continue on and on. It was evidently a temporary gift to Deity’s church in its formative years. John Calvin’s name surfaces once again. He taught exactly that. That man has influenced more Christians with his theology than anyone else in the past five centuries. Supernatural healing is despised in large portions of Deity’s church today because of John Calvin’s heretical theology regarding that biblical truth. I am sure John Calvin thought he was right, but his teaching along that line was diametrically opposed to the Inerrant Scriptures. I have proven that beyond doubt in my exposition on that subject. Calvin’s conclusions were based largely on Augustine’s early writings. But, Augustine later retracted his earlier conclusions about divine healing, putting those retractions in writing. John Calvin referred to that book in his own commentaries, so it is obvious that he knew about Augustine’s change of mind about supernatural healing. Yet, John Calvin obviously chose to believe what he wanted to believe about it and passed his anti-biblical views on to God’s church. Multitudes of Christians have suffered unnecessarily because of Calvin’s unbiblical theology.
 
It is a truly tragic fact, however, that once such unbelief has been established in the church, anyone questioning it is counted as the heretic. That the devil himself is behind such ungodly ideas and practices is obvious. However, men have their agendas as well, and that is what complicates matters.
Natural man will not easily admit that he is wrong about anything, even when he is caught red-handed, so to speak. But, religious people have the same tendency. So, what does that tell you about their actual standing with Deity? Satan is the father of lies, so those people serve the devil, not God! Such happens all the time regarding this subject of healing. Preachers will brazenly tell you either that Deity no longer heals at all, or that He does not always heal because of His mysterious will for your life. Those are lies of the devil, and theologians who tell such lies are mere mouthpieces for the devil. They may not realize who is actually controlling them, but the results are the same both for the people whom they deceive and for themselves. No lie has ever helped anybody. It is the truth that makes men free (John 8:31-32).
 
In regard to such preachers and theologians, the bottom line is that if they all of a sudden started preaching biblical truth about supernatural healing they would have to admit that they have been lying to their congregations. Of course, their biggest fear is that they might possibly lose their job, their salary and their precious denominational reputation. They opt instead to
go on deceiving their congregations
about God’s will in the matter of their bodily health; and to deceive themselves
by thinking that they are getting away with such lies. They might gain comfort by burying themselves in their theological libraries that are filled with books which defend their gutless denominational stance on the subject of divine healing. Their comfort zone will not remain comfortable for ever, however. They will have to face God and biblical truth sooner or later. The sooner the better, for in facing the truth now they have an opportunity to change (and be healed)!
Yet, that within itself is another drawback. People like to change even less than they like to admit that they have been wrong! Believing Deity for your healing is a totally different world. You have to change your entire worldview, as well as your daily habits. It seems easier to many to go on living as they have been; to just put up with certain inconveniences, rather than making such revolutionary renovations. People in general had rather stick with the familiar. New territory can be a scary thing, especially when it involves your health. God’s way of doing things, however, never disappoints!
To receive physical healing God’s way, people have to live by God’s rules! That provides us with another enlightening clue as to why many believers agree with the argument that God does not always heal (obviously meaning in their case). That supposedly
gives them some breathing room to practice some things they think Deity might not approve of. In doing things God’s way, they are more limited in their lifestyle. By using money to buy one’s healthcare from the world, one is less restricted. If you have the money, you can buy anything this world offers, no matter your lifestyle. However, God will not allow His people to live just any old way and still enjoy the benefits of the New Covenant (which include healing for the body). Such is the way it was under the Old Testament; and it is the same under the New! By believing and obeying, we get the goodies. If we rebel, we have to turn to this world to try to get our needs met. Many Christians are doing just that today. Thus, many believers are in agreement with the cowardly theologians in proclaiming that Deity retired from His position as Jehovah-Rapha. Jeremiah had something to say about that: “A wonderful [startling] and horrible thing is committed in the land; The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof (Jeremiah 5:30-31)?” Let me make something quite clear here: Nobody is ultimately going to get away with anything ungodly. They will give a full account to God for everything they have done during their lifetime here on earth. That goes for a believer’s response to the subject of divine healing. Deity did not leave us to our own resources regarding our physical health!
 
Let me clarify my statement about the restricted lifestyle I mentioned above. Christians are restricted in some things regarding this world, but that does not mean our needs will go unmet. Satan attempts to deceive us into thinking that by doing things Deity’s way we will be shorted in some way. But, the world’s system is actually a trap the devil wants us to fall into so he can control us. On the other hand, Deity’s kingdom system sets and keeps us free from bondage, while abundantly meeting all our needs for spirit, soul and body. You will not find a better deal than that! If you have trouble believing this, you have fallen prey to those religious lies.
How, then, does God want us to respond to symptoms of sickness? It should be obvious to the well-informed believer! When Satan bombards us with sickness symptoms, we are to put pressure on both the enemy and those symptoms
with the Word of God! Is that not what the Lord did in the case of the centurion’s sick servant? The centurion said that if the Savior released His Word that servant would be healed. And he was. The Lord urged Jairus to fear not, but believe only. In other words, Jairus must refuse to permit the symptoms of his daughter’s death to dominate his attention. Instead, he was to put his trust in Christ’s words to deliver his dead daughter. And she was. Rather than Satan dominating the situations of the centurion and Jairus, they cooperated with the Word of God to reverse the pressure back on the enemy. And he lost. That is the biblical pattern for Christians in all ages and dispensations. So, when Satan starts pushing you around with symptoms of sickness, financial hardship, etc., throw it back in his face with the sword of the Spirit, God’s Word. It is time we believers started pushing Satan around. Instead of yielding to symptoms, we need to use God’s Word to get ourselves free, and then go help others get free! Satan will not appreciate that, but that is his problem.
 
The devil’s purpose in afflicting us with the symptoms of disease is to make us feel bad and make Deity look bad. The primary method Satan uses to entrap us into that situation is religious tradition. It suggests that God does not care for His people; that we have to fend for ourselves in the areas of our health, finances, etc. Deity only deals with our spiritual problems. Well, all of man’s problems are spiritual problems, so they have spiritual answers—God’s Word, the Holy Spirit and the name of Jesus. All problems are spiritual, but they affect people and things in this natural world. Jesus told us that if we spoke to a literal mountain in faith it would move. He said we could lay our hands on sick bodies in his name, which is a spiritual power, and they would literally recover. Problems did not appear in this world until Adam sinned. Sin is spiritual, so its fruits are spiritual. Sickness, poverty, etc. being the result of a spiritual problem,
they too are spiritual in nature. Therefore, the only real solution is spiritual. Jesus took care of all our problems on the cross!
Before finishing this chapter, I am compelled to mention one more fallacy regarding the
religious tendency
to embrace illness in one’s life. I have heard this over and over. Because most preachers are either ignorant or gutless when it comes to sticking with biblical truth, they have pounded it into the minds of countless believers that they are somehow serving God by suffering physical infirmity. When somebody like me informs them that all sickness is from Satan and not from Jehovah-Rapha, the Healer, they have a natural tendency to take offense at that idea (and me) and start trying to defend their theological unbelief. It is just too painful to admit they have wasted their health (in many cases for years) on some religious tradition. It is too humiliating to believe they have been deceived by the devil all that time. Besides, if it is true that Deity was not the One Who put that sickness on them, that would suggest their pastor has been lying to them all of those years. Their denominational representatives have not rightly represented gospel truth to them. I ran into that very situation myself many years ago. However, the truth is still the truth, so we must face up to it. If we have been deceived by Satan, then we have been deceived by Satan, whether or not we want to admit that truth! The best thing we can do is to admit we have been cheated out of our health by the devil and religious tradition, to cut our losses, and to start all over again. We can still become victorious if we will acknowledge the truth of Deity’s Word and begin to fight the good fight of faith. The worst thing we could do is refuse to face the truth, and thereby allow the devil to keep deceiving us into holding onto some sickness under the falsehood that we are serving God through it. You now knowing the truth about all this, it would be a sin to continue laboring under such a lie. We do not serve Jehovah-Rapha by being sick, but by being well so we can both testify to His goodness and go help other people get free from the devil’s bondage. Patronizing preachers and religious tradition in order to save face is not wise. That will neither improve your health nor your standing with Deity. It is better to acknowledge that God is for you and not against you. However, the only way to be certain of that reality is to get on God’s side by patronizing biblical truth about healing and everything else. By doing so, you will win in the end!







Chapter Fifteen
Insights on the Lord’s Supper
About a couple of years back the Lord opened my eyes to some truth about the Lord’s Supper that I have never heard anyone preach or teach, although it has been in God’s Word all along. Everywhere I have ministered this message people have been tremendously enlightened. They certainly cannot partake of the communion table again without remembering what they learned in this lesson. It inspires an appreciation for Christ’s sacrifice on the cross that many people have not experienced before. There are several elements involved, so I will explain them one at a time as I proceed. Each element
forms the foundation for the next tier of truth. Nevertheless, this lesson is not complicated. It simply opens the believer’s eyes to powerful redemptive truth not perceived in much of God’s church today. You will never be the same again.
 
In administering the communion, most preachers begin either with Christ’s institution of it in one of the gospels, or with Paul’s instructions in 1 Corinthians chapter eleven. In no service I have ever attended has any preacher gone back further in history to explain eating flesh and drinking blood. Perhaps they never thought about the importance of such a study. And neither had I, until the Lord dropped it into my heart to look into that subject. I am not talking about some heathen practice, but what God’s Word says concerning the consumption of blood. This is a real eye-opener!
In order to get the full impact of this scriptural truth, we need to go back to Genesis, the book of beginnings. We learn in Genesis 9:3-4 that Deity added a new dimension to fallen man’s experiences immediately after Noah’s flood; informing him that, “Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things. But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.” Meat was the new addition to man’s diet, but in no instance was mankind to partake of animal blood. Why was that so important? Because blood was the life of the animal! What was the significance of that fact? Right in the midst of this study it dawned on me that Deity does not want anyone to partake of animal life! Meat may be consumed, because it is not the actual life. Animal life is in its blood. Deity created man on a much higher level than animals. In fact, He made us in His own image, revealing that He wants us to partake of His life only! I will expand upon that biblical reality later, but now let us look deeper into this blood issue.
 
I now want to list several Scripture passages that show how serious it was in God’s view for His people to partake of blood of any kind. He often warned against eating the blood of animals. Such being the case, partaking of human blood was definitely out of the question!
The book of Leviticus lays out many Old Testament rules and regulations governing the daily lives of God’s people. In 3:17, Moses commanded: “It shall be a perpetual statute for your generations throughout all your dwellings, that ye eat neither fat nor blood.” Leviticus 7:26-27: “Moreover ye shall eat no manner of blood, whether it be of fowl or of beast, in any of your dwellings. Whatsoever soul it be that eateth any manner of blood, even that [person] shall be cut off from his people.” God continued the warnings in Leviticus 17:10-11: “…whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among you, that eateth any manner of blood; I will even set my face against that soul that eateth blood, and will cut him off from among his people. For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it [the blood] to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh atonement for the soul.” Now we are getting down to the foundational truth of all this!
Moses warned Israel again in verse fourteen, “…Ye shall eat the blood of no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh is the blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.” Once again in Leviticus 19:26 he said: “Ye shall not eat any thing with the blood…” Was Deity genuinely concerned about this issue? Apparently so, for in Deuteronomy 12:23-24 He said to them again pointedly: “Only be sure that thou eat not the blood: for the blood is the life; and thou mayest not eat the [animal] life with the flesh. Thou shalt not eat it; thou shalt pour it upon the earth as water.” In Deuteronomy 15:23, He warned them once more: “Only thou shalt not eat the blood thereof; thou shalt pour it upon the ground as water.”
 
Was Deity reserving animal blood for Himself? Certainly not, for in Psalms 50:13 God asked this rhetorical question: “Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?” No, was the obvious answer!
 
Concern over the blood issue showed up again in Ezekiel 33:25; evidence that God never changed His mind about it. “Thus saith the Lord GOD; Ye eat with the blood, and lift up your eyes toward your idols, and shed [innocent] blood: and shall ye possess the land?” That was obviously a rebuke!
The point I am making is that both concept and practice of abstaining from blood was deeply ingrained in the minds of the Israelites. As evidenced in Ezekiel, only the rebellious fell into that error. No conscientious Jew would even think of eating blood. In fact, the fear of such was so deep in their consciousness that it carried over into the New Testament! In Acts 15:29, the first church counsel held decided to write a letter to the Gentile believers, “That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled [which would still contain blood] and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well.” This is written to New Testament believers! The book of Acts is just as New Testament as is any other book in the canon.
 
I wanted to lay that biblical foundation in your thinking so that you will better understand the shock Jesus gave the religious Jews (even among His own disciples) in John 6:53, where contrary to their well-established tradition He “…said unto them, Verily, verily [or with all seriousness], I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.” Not only did the Lord speak of drinking blood, but the blood of a human being! Continuing in John 6:54-56, He insisted: “Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. [That being the case,] He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.”
The background information I already presented will help you make more sense of the Jewish response in John 6:60: “Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear [and receive] it?” As a result, John 6:66-67 says: “From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him [showing that refraining from blood was important in Jewish religious tradition]. Then said Jesus unto the twelve [His inner circle; His closest followers], Will ye also go away?”
Of course, as always, the Lord was speaking on a higher level than the people were thinking on. In John 6:61-63, we get the essence of His words: “When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it [His recommendation that they eat the flesh and drink the blood of their Lord], he said unto them, Doth this [what I said] offend you [cause you to stumble]? What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before? It is the spirit that quickeneth [gives life]; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” He was simply saying that in order to have life we must partake of the life that He provided by His broken body and shed blood in our behalf. We do that by faith when we partake of the communion. By identifying with Jesus in His death, burial and resurrection, we are vitally partaking of His flesh and blood.
 
The Lord brought out that truth again in Luke 22:19-20, where He “…took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them [the twelve, including Judas], saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me. Likewise also [the Savior took] the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.” That is how we consume His flesh and blood.
You see, Christ’s blood is the very blood of God. All along, Deity wanted His people to refrain from partaking of animal blood so in the Messiah they could be nourished by the very blood of God. Having created us in His image, Deity did not
want humankind to lower itself to the animal level. Although after the fall God used animal sacrifices to protect believers from judgment, such was only temporary until the Messiah could come and wash away our sins in His own blood. Deity does not want us to depend on animal life, but God-life! Acts 20:28 leaves no room for doubt that the blood Christ shed in our behalf was the very blood of God! There, Paul sternly warned the elders at Ephesus to “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all [of] the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.”
 
If God did not want us to consume animal life, then why did He institute animal sacrifices under the Old Testament? Why not some different kind of sacrifice? Obviously because animals were innocent! They had not sinned. Furthermore, they were the highest form of life under mankind. God chose to use the most precious element in nature to cover man’s sins until the Messiah could come and take them away. All this biblical truth places the communion in a different light than most Christians have seen it. But, there is more.
 
Now consider this additional aspect of the blood sacrifice of Jesus. His broken body and shed blood delivered us from sickness and disease, as well as from sin. I have found that we can sometimes glean much biblical truth from a passage by reversing the order of the facts presented there. If it says that certain things will happen to us if we act a certain way, then by reversing the situation we will see what will happen if we act the opposite way. First Corinthians 11:27-30 says: “…whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily [in an unworthy manner], shall be guilty of [desecrating] the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself [not to discover if he himself is worthy, but rather if he has the proper attitude toward the communion], and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily [with an unworthy attitude], eateth and drinketh damnation [condemnation] to himself [because he is], not [properly] discerning the Lord’s body. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep [have died prematurely].” Therefore, if one’s wrong attitude regarding the communion opens the door to sickness and disease, then having the right attitude toward the Lord’s Supper will secure bodily healing and health for the conscientious participator.
Understand that Paul did not instruct us to investigate our own worthiness before partaking of the communion, but our perception of it. No believer is worthy of it within him or herself anyway. It is partaking of the shed blood and broken body of Christ which makes us worthy! Paul declared it was not discerning the Lord’s body that occasioned that sickness and early death, not the believer’s own unworthiness. Much of today’s church is hung up on trying to become worthy of communion. By so doing, they miss the whole point. That is one reason churches that partake of communion frequently have so much sickness among their members.
 
I am not finished with this revolutionary biblical reality. There is more good news. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26: “…I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you [concerning the communion], That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is [representative of] my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. [And] After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is [representative of] the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread [picturing His broken body], and drink this cup [representing His shed blood], ye do show [bring to your remembrance] the Lord’s death till he come.”
Paul did not mean that we are to reminisce for the sake of Jesus, but to remind ourselves of what He wrought for us at Calvary. What did Jesus purchase for us in His sacrifice? Isaiah 53:4-5 prophesied of His goals. “Surely he hath borne our griefs [diseases], and carried our sorrows [pains]: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes [or His wound, singular] we are healed.” In Christ’s one sacrifice, He removed both our sins and our diseases and infirmities. That truth is pictured in Matthew 8:16-17, where we read that Jesus dispensed those healings He would later pay for on the cross. “When the even[ing] was come, they brought unto [Christ] many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick: [So] That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare [removed] our sicknesses.” All of Isaiah chapter fifty-three is a prophecy of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. Therefore, we must agree that our Savior paid for our bodily healing in the same sacrifice by which He washed us from our sins. First Peter 2:24 agrees with both Isaiah and Matthew, putting the two together: “Who [our Lord] his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree [on the cross], that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes [by a single wound] ye were healed.” In the mouth of two or three witness let every word be established.
 
There is one more reality our Savior showed me, which I now share with you. What is the significance of our showing the Savior’s death until He comes? Hebrews 2:14 fills us in. “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also himself likewise took part of the same; that through [His own] death he [Jesus Christ] might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil…” When men by faith partake of the Lord’s Supper, they renew the reality that our Savior destroyed (rendered ineffective) the enemy in behalf of us believers who rightly discern the Lord’s broken body and shed blood! Christ came to destroy all of the devil’s works, including sickness and disease. Refer to 1 John 3:8. Acts 10:38 reveals beyond doubt that sickness is one of the devil’s works, which our Lord came to deliver us from. Luke told us in that passage that Jesus Christ went about healing
all who were oppressed (people who had been made sick) by the devil. Remember that next time you take communion.
All that Christ did for us on the cross is portrayed by the elements of communion. In our partaking them, we partake by faith of all the benefits Christ purchased for us through His sacrifice. That is, if we acknowledge all of the benefits of His sacrifice! Apparently, few Christians today are aware of the reality that Jesus purchased our bodily health while He hung on the cross, as well as the remission of our sins. It is such a tragedy that religious tradition has robbed believers of a large portion of their inheritance, for which Christ paid so great a price. By properly understanding the communion, we can restore some of those losses; at least in the present.
 
Let me condense this chapter to a couple of paragraphs. God made man in His own image; meaning that humankind was made to fellowship with its Creator. Adam’s cooperation with Satan severed his relationship with God, necessitating that God’s redemption plan be put into action. There had to be atonement made for fallen man. Although redemption of divine proportion was needed, Deity temporarily used what was available. Animals were creatures the closest to man in the natural realm, so they had to do until God Himself came to earth as a man to purchase man’s full redemption. Deity not wanting men to partake of animal life, He forbade them to eat animal blood; although protecting them from the full effect of
their transgression
by their sacrificing animal blood until Deity’s own blood could be shed for the full restoration of man to fellowship with Deity. The Jews knew better than to eat blood of any kind, so when our Savior told them the only way to have real life was to eat His flesh and drink His blood they just could not accept it.
However, Christ taught His disciples that it was by faith that they could partake of His shed blood and broken body. By so doing, they would often remind Deity, themselves and the devil of what Christ did for them and to the devil on the cross. In partaking of communion, we bring to remembrance the Lord’s death, which rendered the devil totally ineffective to us who are in Christ. Satan being made ineffective to us means that his works can no longer succeed against us. His works of sickness, as well as his pressure on us to sin, have been neutralized. That is good news for the weak and sick!
 
Never take lightly our Lord’s Supper again! Instead, by it take your victory over sin, and healing for your flesh. Doing so will glorify Christ and your Heavenly Father as well.







Chapter Sixteen
Summary and conclusion
This book is about light; light and truth regarding God’s will in the area of bodily health in the believer’s life. My first book on healing was the foundation upon which this volume is built. Of course, both are founded upon Holy Scripture. It is clear, then, that the reader needs to read both books and follow up all of the Scripture references in each.
 
Theologians like John Calvin and John Darby put out the gospel light on divine healing by teaching a dispensational theology. They gathered their information from the negative experiences of the people of their time. Because they saw no one healed supernaturally, they concluded that healing was no longer one of God’s priorities. Of course, to arrive at that conclusion they had to thoroughly wrench the Scriptures to make them seem to prove what they wanted to believe. God had supposedly planned that divine healing be temporary in His church. Therefore, they invented that so-called apostolic age, during which healing miracles were supposed to occur, but not later. It is strange, however, that of all the fictitious ages they imagined, only one was to enjoy miracles!
 
Not only did those theological heretics have no scriptural proof for their gutless doctrine, the Bible thoroughly refutes such unbelief. In Matthew 28:20, the Lord told His disciples to pass on to the next generation the same commandments He had given them during His ministry on earth. Moreover, Jesus promised them that He would be with them until the end of THE (one and only) age. It is very obvious, then, that Deity planned for the miraculous to continue until the Lord returned to earth at the end of the age in which we now live! Either Jesus thought He would be back within one hundred years, or that the first apostles were going to live a very long time (2000 years), or He meant that miracles are to continue to this day. The apostolic-age idea is thoroughly anti-Bible!
 
None of the writings of the Early Church Fathers
indicate any belief in an apostolic age either. Instead, they prove that miracles continued long after the first century.
 
One of those falsehoods is that the miraculous gifts were for the twelve apostles only, and another that the gifts were given them for the purposes of establishing the church and writing the New Testament. Chapter one obliterated both of those errors. The Holy Spirit and His gifts were promised all believers throughout the present age. I also pointed out that only three of the twelve apostles penned any New Testament book. The other five New Testament authors were not of the twelve! Yet, the anti-healing heretics hold onto their errors.
 
The only Scripture passage that even seems to lend itself to such an error is 1 Corinthians 13:8-12. There, Paul said that when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will cease. Modern religious heretics insist that Paul was referring to the completion of the New Testament when he wrote to the Corinthians. I revealed that Paul penned his first letter to them ten years
after James wrote his, and that in it James called Deity’s Word existing at the time (the Old Testament) the perfect
law of liberty (utilizing the same word
Paul used in a later epistle). Therefore, Paul could not have
meant miracles would cease when the New Testament was
completed. He was obviously referring to the end-time, when Jesus comes in the air to take His people to heaven.
 
It should be obvious to honest minds that when the Lord spoke to those eleven apostles before He ascended on high, His instructions to them were for the entire church age!
In chapter two, I stressed that Jesus came to save bodies as well as souls. The key to grasping that biblical truth is in realizing that the same word used to describe lost souls was
also used many times in reference to the human body. Even inanimate objects were said to be lost, or ruined. When they had been recovered, it was said that they were saved. A coin was lost and then found (saved). A sheep was lost and then found (saved). Finally, a man was lost and then found (was saved). The very same terminology was used regarding all of those entities in Luke chapter fifteen. Other Scriptures bear out that biblical truth. Thus, when we read that Jesus came to save that which was lost, we automatically realize that He came to save lost bodies the same as lost souls (Luke 19:10). Who would dare to say that souls were lost, but not bodies? So, since bodies were lost and Jesus came to save what was lost, He obviously came to save bodies as well as souls!
The same Greek word translated lose, ruin, perish and destroy is used even of human body parts. Christ used that terminology in reference to hands, feet and eyes. So, if body parts were lost, and Jesus came to save what was lost, then He came to save (or restore) lost body parts too! Check out Matthew 5:29-30, Mark 9:42-48 and Luke 6:6-10.
John 3:16 says Deity sent Jesus so that people believing on Him would not perish. That the same Greek word is used in connection with bodies and body parts means that Christ came to save perishing bodies (and body parts) just like He came to save perishing souls! That means our Savior does not want any body part to perish any more than He wants a soul to perish. John 10:10 says that Jesus came so that we might have life. Everywhere He went He bestowed life upon the physical bodies of those who would believe. The same is true today. Deity wants us to have God-life in our bodies!
 
Whereas many theologians contend that when the Bible speaks of healing it refers to a man’s inner being (the soul), I discovered that in more than one Scripture the same Greek word for soul was applied to the physical body! In Luke 6:9, Christ asked the religious bunch if it was lawful to save life or destroy it. The Greek word translated life is psuche, soul. Then the Savior healed the withered hand of the man about whom He had asked the question. Jesus saved a lost hand!
(This chapter is a summary of the entire book up to this point. It is not just a rehash of the foregoing material, but a tool to utilize in digesting this revolutionary revelation. After you read the book, this chapter will serve as a key to unlock your memory of the scriptural knowledge you have acquired. Then, the last chapter is a series of confessions you can use to put into effect the biblical insights you have gained.)
 
One’s estimation of how God values the human body will govern one’s view of Deity’s care for the flesh He created. In chapter three, I dealt with that very issue. To counter wrong thinking in the modern church about the significance of the human body, consider the fact that when Deity created man He made his body first; and then deposited His own breath (Spirit) into man’s body. Human flesh was the temple of God! Without human flesh, God had no dwelling-place on earth.
 
True, man’s fall into sin severed his relationship with his Creator and introduced sickness and poverty into his world, causing deterioration in his body. Yet, God’s plan to redeem man included the deliverance of his body from those curses. The evidence for that biblical reality may be seen in Exodus 23:25, Deuteronomy 7:15, 8:18, Psalms 103:3, 105:37, etc.
Of course, The New Testament gospels and Acts abound with indisputable evidence both that Christ came to do His Father’s will and that in fulfilling that will He healed every person who came to Him for bodily healing. Acts 10:38 sums it all up by saying that Jesus Christ went about healing ALL who were oppressed (made sick) by the devil. Jesus spent a lot of time and spiritual energy ministering to human flesh.
In Acts 4:29-30, the church prayed not that Deity would save lost souls, but would stretch forth His hand to heal the sick. In Acts chapter ten, when Peter preached to Cornelius and his friends he mentioned Jesus’ healing projects before he said anything about sins. Acts fourteen tells us that the first move of God in Lystra was to heal (save) a man’s body. Acts twenty-eight reports many bodily healings, but not the first conversion. Of course, I am sure those bodily healings moved the island’s inhabitants to accept Jesus as their all-inclusive Savior. Because
God does not change (Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8), He offers the same care for our bodies today!
Remember that Adam’s body was the very temple of God on earth. Although that relationship was forfeited, God has restored man’s ancient position in Christ. First Corinthians 6:15 says that our bodies are actual members of Christ, and 6:19 informs us that our bodies are once again the temple of Almighty God. Verse thirteen says plainly that God is for, not against, the human body!
 
Remember too that God the Word showed up on earth in Human flesh (John 1:1, 14). The Savior looked not upon the human form He took upon Himself as inferior. Paul said in 1 Corinthians chapter eleven that sickness was rampant in that church because Christians were not rightly discerning the Lord’s body. Moreover, when we partake of communion, we are said to be eating Christ’s flesh and drinking Christ’s blood; both of which are portions of His body, not His spirit.
 
Ephesians 5:29-30 teaches undoubtedly that our Savior nourishes and cherishes His flesh, which is the church, His body. Therefore, our bodies are actual members of Christ.
 
Let us face this fact as well: Without our human bodies, the gospel has no vehicle to carry it into all the world. Even to broadcast the gospel on television and the internet, some person has to talk and operate the equipment. Obviously, if preachers have sick bodies, the gospel will not go very far.
 
The bottom line of all this is: Whereas those who malign the human body think that they are being humble, they are actually being thoughtless to say the least. On the one hand they cripple the very vehicle God has chosen to use to send the gospel message around the world, and on the other they damage the very message they are to carry to the lost world. Who wants to serve a God Who wants them to be sick?
 
In chapter four, I went through many Scriptures to show that activity in the spirit realm always affects things in this natural realm. In fact, spirit power created everything in the natural realm. But, John Calvin and many others since his day have convinced most of the church that spiritual things are to affect our spirits only; not our outward experiences.
Just in recent years, I noticed a message on the marquis in a churchyard in a city in my area that boldly proclaimed: “Our faith concerns only our relationship with God, not our circumstances.” John Calvin’s contribution to God’s church! Because faith is of a spiritual nature it is effective only in the spiritual realm was the clear implication. In no manner is faith meant to affect circumstances in this natural world; things like health and finances. Evidently, John Calvin paid no heed to Hebrews chapter eleven. And, what about all the miracles Jesus performed, plus what the church did in Acts and for a few centuries afterwards before they lost faith?
Those doubters use Ephesians 1:3 to bolster their claim. Deity has indeed blessed us with all spiritual blessings, but spiritual things manifest in this realm eventually. Our Savior spoke spiritual words (John 6:63), and those spiritual words healed physical bodies, calmed wind storms and even raised the dead. First Timothy 4:8 and 2 Peter 1:3 clearly proclaim that godliness (a spiritual entity) and divine power (another spiritual entity) affect things in this natural realm.
Another marquis in front of another church building of a different denomination had this message: “Spiritually sick? Try Jesus’ universal health care plan!” Again, that message unmistakably teaches that Deity deals exclusively with our broken spirit. It is obvious that that denomination does not believe in divine healing. According to them, God heals only hurting spirits. If you have physical problems, then go to a physician! That denomination’s doctrinal stance has blinded them to divine healing truth. And they are adamant about it. If you question their doctrine, they will get on your case in a second. They will not tolerate any departure from their own beliefs. In order to hold onto their cherished doctrines, they grossly twist Scripture to make it fit their viewpoint. That is nothing more than a religious excuse to avoid fighting the good fight of faith! Instead of resisting Satan and his works, they just blame them on God, and then claim they are being humble. Such unbelief is not humble but stupid. Being truly humble is agreeing with God no matter the circumstances!
 
Those same religious people
believe that negative projects are accomplished by spirit power! They claim that God puts sickness on His own faithful people. God is Spirit, according to John 4:24, so how come they believe spiritual curses truly affect human bodies, but not spiritual blessings? Actually, it is Satan who puts sickness on people, not Deity; and Satan is an angelic (spirit) being. Check out Luke 13:16. The devil smote Job with sore boils (Job 2:7), and oppressed all those people Jesus went about healing (Acts 10:38)!
 
Perhaps the most compelling revelation about all of this is the reality that the Word (Who was God—a Spirit) became flesh! Thus, God not only created man—flesh—but became man—flesh. Spirit definitely manifests in this realm! So, the idea that faith (a spiritual substance—Hebrews 11:1) does not affect the human body is a gross error. Look at Matthew 22:29 and Mark 12:27. Error comes from choosing to believe what you want to believe instead of just believing the Bible.
 
Not only does such unbelief cheat countless Christians out of the many blessings Jesus Christ wrought for them on the cross, it actually throws them back into the face of God and their Savior. It both deprives people of good, and makes Deity look bad. Such is Satan’s agenda; and preachers have been the primary pushers of that cowardly unbelief.
 
One more Scripture passage: Proverbs 4:20-22 definitely teaches that God’s Word (a spiritual substance—John 6:63) positively affects our flesh. There, Deity said that His words are health to all our flesh! Religious words have brought to countless Christians sickness instead. You can do what you want, but I choose to patronize God’s healing Word!
 
Keep in mind that in this chapter I am presenting a bare skeleton
of each of the other chapters. To get the full benefit, review each of those earlier chapters. The scriptural truth I am endeavoring to get across is that spiritual blessings do start out in that spiritual realm, but come to this sphere for the purpose of manifesting themselves here. Otherwise, God is a mere mystic being who demands certain actions of His people in this natural realm, but promises only blessings in the spiritual aspects of their lives; or puts off those blessings until they arrive in heaven. For too long the church has put up with that satanic lie. Let believers start believing God!
Chapter five follows up four with the forgiveness/healing connection. Knowing that spirit affects flesh, we can be sure that Jesus came to earth to make significant changes in our circumstances, both inside and out. I have observed through the years that even those preachers who do not believe God heals still believe that the new birth is supposed to alter our outward actions. Sin manifests in the flesh. Thus, becoming a new creature changes the way people act. It will even alter their appearance. Such being the case, why can we not also expect God’s work in us to change our
physical condition, as well as our spiritual disposition?
In chapter three, we learned that Deity made man’s body first. Then He invested into the man His very breath (Spirit). Yet, even before Deity made mankind He created everything that man would need to sustain his physical functions. The Creator went to great lengths to extend loving care unto His highest creation; even to building health into his flesh, plus giving his body the ability to keep itself well. Man was never supposed to get sick or die. Neither was he to lack anything materially or financially.
When man sinned, severing his relationship with God, he was also separated from the tree of life and perfect health in his body. Sin in man’s spirit affected his flesh in a negative way. Sickness and disease became prevalent throughout the human race. Sin being spiritual in nature, it affected man’s spirit first. But, over time it took its toll on the human body as well. Naturally, then, we ought to expect that when Deity restored man to a right relationship with Him He included his body in the deal. Sin having brought on the curse, when sin was taken away in Jesus Christ the curse was obviously removed too! So say Matthew 8:16-17 and Galatians 3:13.
Throughout biblical history we see example after example of the truth that God’s plan to restore man included his body. Exodus 12:7-8, along with Psalms 105:37, gives a complete picture of God’s redemption in the lives of His people Israel; covering material and financial needs, as well as spiritual and physical needs. His provision for flesh and finances is not based on arbitrary acts of sovereignty, but on covenant. Exodus 15:26, Deuteronomy 7:15, 8:18 and Psalms 105:37 prove without doubt that bodily health and financial supply were included in God’s covenant with Israel.
Psalms 103:3 definitely connects healing of the body with the forgiveness of sins. The foundation for that arrangement is found back in Deuteronomy chapter twenty-eight, where we are told that disobedience—sin—opens the door for all of the curses of sickness and poverty; obedience secures all of the blessings—life, health and material and financial well-being. The account of Moses lifting up the bronze serpent in the wilderness also pictures healing with forgiveness. When the people repented and accepted God’s remedy, the judged serpent, they were both forgiven and healed! Jesus referred to that incident and said that He was to fulfill the prophetic promise of that Old Covenant type. Since the type connected healing with forgiveness, then the antitype, Jesus, certainly connected the two! Read Numbers 21:9 and John 3:14. The type had to be fulfilled! When Job repented of bad-mouthing God and obeyed Him by praying for his friends, he was also healed in his body—the forgiveness/healing connection. See Job 42:10. Isaiah 53:5 connects the two, stating: “Surely he hath borne our [sicknesses], and carried our [pains]: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his [bruise] we are [bodily] healed.” In the one and same sacrifice, our Lord remedied both problems. Jeremiah 17:5, 7 and 14 reveal that spiritual and bodily blessings go together. In verses five and seven, the prophet made it clear that cursed is the man who trusts in man, and blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord. He must have been referring to our bodily health as well as our spiritual health, for in verse fourteen Jeremiah prayed this prayer: “Heal me O Lord and I shall be healed, save me and I shall be saved.” If that does not reveal the connection between forgiveness and physical healing, what will it take to get that gospel message across?
 
Time and again in both Testaments, the curse of sickness was connected with sin. The same is true of forgiveness and healing. In Ezekiel chapter thirty-four, Deity promised that He Himself would come to earth and seek the lost and heal the sick sheep of His pasture. Once again, our Lord fulfilled that Old Covenant prophecy, as seen from Matthew 9:35-38 and Luke 4:18. Forgiveness and bodily healing go together!
In Matthew 9:5, Jesus asked the Jewish leaders whether it was easier to forgive or heal. Then, He healed a man from palsy and said that proved He had forgiven the man’s sins. I can see the same connection in John 5:14, where the Savior warned a man whom He had just forgiven and healed that if he sinned again he would be smitten with a worse malady. Can you see that sickness is usually tied in with sin? Well, if that is so, then it must also be true that the forgiveness of sins should be accompanied by divine healing in one’s body! Romans 8:11 and 2 Corinthians 4:10-11 promise healing in the bodies of Christians; those who have been forgiven! The apostle Paul said in Ephesians 5:23 that Christ is Savior of the physical body. He used the same Greek word for Savior as is used everywhere else in the New Testament. The same Savior saved both spirit and body in the same sacrifice! In 1 Peter 2:24, we find that same pairing of those two blessings. Jesus bore our sins on the cross, and by His bruise we were healed in body. The two should never be separated.
 
One of my favorite sections in this book is chapter six—No healing exceptions. I constantly hear this gutless excuse for not fighting the good fight of faith: “We all know that God does not always heal. Sometimes, He says no to our prayers for healing. After all, God never promised us good health.” I beg your pardon! Second Corinthians 1:20 says all of God’s promises in Christ are yes and amen. No exceptions! Many say that we may bring more glory to Deity by suffering some sickness than by our being healed. If that were so, it would mean that Jesus cheated His Father out of untold glory by healing all who were oppressed by the devil (Acts 10:38). In His prayer to His Father in John chapter seventeen, Christ said He had glorified the Father by completing all the works His Father had sent Him to do. The majority of those works were the healing of sick bodies—and all to God’s glory!
In God’s covenant with Israel, He promised to take away
ALL
sickness from them
without exception, if only they would obey Him. Remember the brazen serpent. Those people who gazed upon it were healed, without exception. Remember as well Psalms 103:3, where David said that God forgave ALL of his iniquities and healed ALL of his diseases. Psalms 105: 37 says that when Israel left Egypt NOT EVEN ONE was ill! Also consider this truth. Psalms 34:19 promises: “Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them ALL [without exception].” At least some of those afflictions would necessarily be bodily afflictions—sickness. Proverbs 4:20-22 says that God’s words are health to ALL of our flesh; if we take in and hold firm His words. If we believe that Isaiah 53:5 promises the forgiveness of ALL of our sins, then we must believe it covers ALL of our diseases as well. In Jeremiah 32:27, Deity unflinchingly said both that there was nothing too hard for Him and that He is the God of ALL flesh. There is nothing He cannot heal, and there is nothing He will not heal; if we receive His promises by faith.
Matthew 4:23-24 says that Jesus went about, “…healing ALL manner of sickness and ALL manner of disease.” Jesus made no exceptions in His healing ministry, so why should we make any exceptions in ours? Once again, in Matthew 14:35-36 we see that “They brought unto him ALL that were diseased; And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many as touched [it] were made perfectly whole [Literally, their every body part was saved.].”
God having sent Christ to save that which was lost (Luke 19:10), and He having saved human bodies by healing them supernaturally, means that people’s bodies were lost just as their souls were lost. Jesus without exception having saved from sin ALL who came to Him, He was obligated as well to save the bodies of ALL who came to Him for healing!
John 6:37 puts that truth into a gospel nutshell, saying plainly: “…him that cometh to me [for any blessing] I will in no wise cast out.” In Jesus’ earthly ministry, you will find no exceptions in either forgiveness of sins or healing of bodies!
Acts 10:34 says that God is no respecter of persons. That would have to include those who petition Him for healing in their bodies. Romans 8:32 declares that God will freely give believers ALL that Christ wrought on the cross. Such would necessarily include bodily healing, because upon that cross He took all of our infirmities and removed all of our diseases (Matthew 8:16-17). And 1 Peter 2:24 says that by His bruise we ALL were healed in body. Also see Romans 2:11.
First Timothy 2:4 states that “[God] will have ALL men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” In Ephesians 5:23, we find that Christ is Savior of the body. In Acts 4:12, we learn that there is no other Savior than Christ. In the Greek, the same word for Savior is used in passages relating to bodily healing as in the forgiveness of sins or the new birth.
Now let us put all of this together. Because Deity is no respecter of persons, He has obligated Himself to treat the same all who meet His conditions. Connect that with the fact that Jesus Christ is Savior of our bodies the same as He is Savior of our souls (Ephesians 5:23). His sacrifice was for all. Therefore, God indicating that He wanted ALL men to be saved, He must have meant that He wanted them ALL to be saved in body as well as soul; without one exception!
Now James 5:14-15: “Is
any
sick
among you [believers]?” Does that not indicate that there are to be no exceptions in the healing arena? James promised that the prayer of faith will save the sick. That promise coupled with the invitation to any of the sick to come for ministry obviously means that any sick Christian can expect to get well through the prayer of faith. Unbelief presupposes that there will be exceptions, but God’s Word does not back such presuppositions.
In 1 Peter 2:24, we learn that by the wound of Jesus “ye” were healed. Peter did not say
some
were healed, but not all. “Ye” would necessarily include everyone to whom that letter was written. Not only did Peter include all, he declared that we were healed, indicating that the work was already done; and that all we have to do to gain it is to receive it by faith.
Third John 2 also says: “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” Such is God’s obvious wish for ALL His people, as expressed through the apostle John. This verse leaves no room for exceptions. Therefore, the teaching that Deity does not always heal is a mere human speculation, instigated by Satan and accepted by those who are not willing to honestly face biblical truth. God’s Word sometimes hurts temporarily, but it will eventually set you free (John 8:31-32)!
 
In chapter seven, I felt that I needed to deal with several foolish excuses offered not only by rank and file Christians, but even by highly-educated theologians, for not believing in the miraculous in these modern times. The extent to which such people go to talk themselves out of trusting in God for their bodily health is absolutely amazing.
My very first example exposed the outright manipulation of Mark 16:17 by a well-known modern theologian. He tried to discourage belief in miracles by trying to prove that Mark wrote that only those who had believed up to that time were able to receive or produce miracles. However, his theological argument backfired (whether or not he realized it), because the same Greek wording was used in connection with those who were qualified to be saved or born again. If no one after that day ought to expect miracles, the same supposed proof would have prevented anyone from being saved beyond that time. That man was grossly dishonest with Scripture. There are many such examples of theologians tampering with Holy Writ. As popular as they might be, I would not want to be in their shoes. They ought to read and heed James 3:1-2.
That first-mentioned theologian struck again by twisting James 5:14-16 to supposedly teach that elders are to apply any available medical remedy before they pray for the sick. I am still trying to figure that one out. See if you can!
Of course, that theologian could not leave 1 Corinthians 12-14 untouched. He used every current argument to prove that the miraculous was not meant to continue beyond the first century. Him being dishonest in those critical areas, it makes one wonder how competent the man is in other parts of that theological work! Dishonesty will always come back to bite you somewhere down the road. If not in this world, it will occur at the Judgment Seat of Christ.
Cessationists (those who believe God stopped performing miracles when the last of the original twelve apostles died) go to great lengths to back their unbelief. When confronted with a modern miracle, they will either find some excuse to deny that such a miracle actually happened, or they explain it away by saying the devil did it. I am not making that up. It happens frequently in religious circles.
 
I also used chapter seven to unveil another reality many people have obviously missed. Not only will you not find one example of Deity turning down anyone who came to Him for healing, you will be hard pressed to find even one example in Scripture of someone getting healed through the medical profession. On the contrary, you will discover that Scripture does not highly regard physicians. Check out 2 Chronicles 16:12-13 and Mark 5:25-26 as prime examples. Moreover, many preachers try to use Matthew 9:12-13, Mark 2:17 and Luke 5:31-32 to back their claim that God showed approval of the medical profession. Yet in reality, those passages and others reveal the very opposite. Jesus clearly stated that He
was Deity’s Physician, Who had come to this planet to save sinners from both their sins and sicknesses!
 
Another classic lame excuse is that Jesus Christ healed the sick in order to prove His deity. I listed those Scriptures showing Him telling people
not to tell anyone
about how they got healed. Such a ploy on His part would make little sense, for it would have defeated His purpose of proving to Jewish leaders that He was Deity’s Son. Again, if the Lord healed to prove His deity it did not work, for the leaders rejected Him as God’s Son anyway! Such failure would mean that Satan defeated God’s plan; which is utterly impossible!
 
One more error I exposed is the religious argument that grace is applied only to the spirit of man; never to his body. First Corinthians chapter twelve in the Greek explodes that theory. Xarismata (spiritual gifts) include gifts of healings, which definitely affect the human body. Xaris is the Greek word for grace, and the gifts of grace include bodily healing!
 
I also went to some length in chapter seven to show that the word soul more than once refers to the flesh. When the Lord healed the man with the withered hand, He asked the religious crowd if it was lawful to save life or destroy it. He was referring to the man’s
physical hand. Then He healed it. You will have to go back to that chapter to find all the many examples I gave where the Greek word psuche (soul) refers to actual physical bodies. I must, however, remind you that Christ did not lay down His Zoe life, but His psuche life. He used that Greek word when He said He would lay down His life (psuche) for the sheep. Jesus repeated that truth again and again in John chapter ten.
 
Probably the sickest of the lame excuses to embrace the devil’s work of sickness in one’s life and then blame it all on God is the worn out statement, “God must have allowed it!” In all of my observations, that excuse is always connected to some tragedy. I have never heard anyone say, “Why did God allow me to get that higher paying job?” Or, “Why were my children all born healthy?” “Why is my marriage working so well?” It is always said on the heels of some dreaded pain or loss. Perhaps you too have said such things. Make sure you start placing the blame where it belongs. We often do stupid things to bring misery upon ourselves. At other times, other people do stupid, selfish things that negatively affect us. In either case, the devil himself is the personality who talks us or other people into doing those stupid things that affect us and other people. Drunk drivers always pose a threat to us, themselves and/or others. Nevertheless, even in such cases the guilty party will usually ask, “Why did God allow this to happen to me?” Of course, had Deity tried to interfere with their madness, they would have told Him just where to get off! Therefore, asking, “Why did God allow this to happen to me?” is, in most cases, nothing more than a vain attempt to avoid taking personal responsibility by excusing one’s own irresponsibility! I am convinced that there are no accidents. If you gather all the pertinent information surrounding any event, it is likely you will discover somebody was careless in some manner. Let us be responsible and stop blaming Deity for the many discomforts we so often bring upon ourselves! When we dare to get down to the nitty-gritty of such matters, we will very likely discover that it was what
we allowed that caused the problems we are griping about. God just allowed us to go on our stubborn way, hoping that we will someday learn better. We often allow things that God would not!
Concerning that allowing excuse, Holy Scripture teaches the very opposite of what man has come up with. Refer to 1 Corinthians 10:13. There, we find that God will not allow us to be tempted above our ability to overcome. Therefore, it is more biblical to ask: “Why did I do what I knew better than to do to get myself into all of this trouble?” Even if someone else messes up and does something that could harm us, if we practice trusting God at all times He will protect us from the stupidity or criminal intent of others. I often pray when I am on the road that Deity will protect me from other people’s foolishness, and that He will protect other people from mine! God has promised us protection. Study Psalms 91.
It might seem that there is not that much left that could be said about faulty theology, but that is just what chapter eight is about. Although the devil tried from the start to lure believers off course, he was able to make some real inroads into the church’s theology on supernatural healing during the fourth century through Augustine. Having been steeped in Manichaeism for some time, when Augustine was finally converted to Christianity he apparently brought quite a bit of that heresy with him into the church and kept it there. In fact, Augustine left his mark on Roman Catholicism; part of which John Calvin much later in history established in the Protestant version of the church. Manichaeism taught that the physical body was not as important as one’s inner man, and Augustine carried that baggage into his new Christian life. Furthermore, Augustine thought that the early practice of healing through prayer had disappeared in his day, so he recorded that observation in some of his writings. When the reformer Calvin read those accounts, he obviously assumed that they accurately reflected Deity’s will in the matter, and apparently never actually studied that important subject for himself. Augustine, in his later years, published a volume of retractions, in which he reversed his conclusion on healing. John Calvin quoted from that very publication, but he seems to have overlooked Augustine’s comments about the healing subject. That reveals either John Calvin’s incompetence or outright dishonesty! He assumed that supernatural healing had been planned for a short season only—the first hundred years. After that, Deity’s church was not supposed to expect that blessing. How dense! How erroneous! How cruel! John Calvin, therefore, is the man most responsible for the misery of sickness existing unnecessarily in the church today!
However, once the ball was rolling down hill, Satan was able to do even more damage to church theology, as well as to God’s people. The Protestant churches in particular came up with the idea that not only had physical healing ceased as Deity’s will for His people, but that sickness was actually a blessing in disguise! How stupid can preachers get? Why would God want to disguise His blessings? Satan is the one who wears disguises! Look at 2 Corinthians 11:13-15. Deity sent Jesus to reveal His benevolent character, which He did by healing all those who were sick! Surely you can see that!
During the 1700s, the Enlightenment movement erupted and spread throughout Europe. Godless men (with Satan’s help) invented Humanism, an outright God-denying concept that gradually crept into the liberal churches. The primary contention of that idea was (and still is) that the miraculous does not exist and never has. What our senses tell us is the only reality. Therefore, if we do not see miracles today, then they must never have occurred in all of history. That means that even all those miracles recorded in the Bible were mere manmade myths. They never actually occurred! Tragically, a large portion of the Protestant church has bought into that lie hook, line and sinker, as the old saying goes.
From that time on, divine healing was completely ousted from God’s church. The conservative groups contended that miracles did occur in earlier times according to God’s will, but that His purpose for His church changed after the first century. The liberal side of the church denied that miracles had ever occurred at any time in human experience.
 
One of the biggest mistakes church leaders can make is to look to their denominational founders as a primary source of their theology. Many of them lived hundreds of years ago and lacked many of the biblical tools we have today; such as knowledge of archeological discoveries in the Middle East, the Dead Sea Scrolls, Bible concordances and other helps. Moreover, many if not most were embroiled in controversies of their day, which diverted their attention from God’s Word in the area of divine healing to discussions about Calvinism versus Arminianism, etc. Why not go all the way back to the Bible itself as THE source of what we believe? What a novel idea! I am not afraid to study the Scriptures, are you?
 
I want to sandwich in here some important information I did not think about including in chapter eight. Theologians often say that Paul used Luke as his own personal physician on his missionary journeys, because he was called Luke the beloved physician in Colossians 4:14. They say such meant that Luke was still a practicing physician. Let me right here set the record straight. In Mark 14:3, we are told that Jesus ate at the house of Simon the leper. Now, do you think that Simon was still a leper (that Christ had not healed him); or that he was known as one formerly a leper? It was unlawful for lepers to come close to people not afflicted with leprosy, and Christ and His disciples were eating in his house! That man was
at one time a leper, but Jesus had healed him. Still another example was another Simon, called the Zealot, who was one of Jesus’ disciples. Do you think that man was still an active member of the Jewish political party known as the Zealots? Such a unique name easily distinguished him from Simon Peter, who was also one of Jesus’ disciples.
The point I want to make is that, just because Luke was called the beloved physician does not mean that he was still a practicing physician. In fact, Scripture proves that he was a preaching member of Paul’s team. Every theologian agrees that Luke wrote the book of Acts. But, Luke was also a vital participator in the activities recorded in Acts. Yet, it was not until Acts 16:10 that Luke included himself in the narrative. When Paul saw a vision of that Macedonian man asking for help, Luke involved himself in the task at hand: “…after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.” Paul’s teammates were from many walks of life. Luke just happened to be a former physician. After Acts 16:10, Luke included himself in all of their activities and voyages. Religiously trained theologians contend that Paul was troubled with some kind of sickness, from which God would not heal him. Therefore, Luke came along just to minister to Paul medically. If that had been so, both Luke and Paul were in outright rebellion against God’s will for Paul. The purpose of those faithless theologians is to supposedly prove that since Paul was still sick, he needed a physician; which means that Deity approves of the medical profession after all, and that those theologians are therefore relieved from fighting the good fight of faith in the realm of their health! But Luke was no longer a practicing physician. He was a preacher of the gospel. Luke did not mix preaching with the medical profession!
 
Romans 10:17 (part of Holy Scripture) teaches that faith
comes by hearing God’s Word, not the words of theologians. Moreover, we have to walk by the faith we obtain by hearing God’s Word, not by our five physical senses. That topic was the essence of chapter nine. Hebrews 11:6 says plainly that without faith (which we obtain from God’s Word) we cannot please Deity. James 1:6-8 makes it clear that without faith (which comes through Deity’s Word) we will receive nothing from the Lord. In the area of sickness-and-healing, then, we must look to God’s Word without any denominational bias, in order to first learn Deity’s will in that matter, and then to release the faith we obtained from God’s Word to lay hold of our Christian inheritance of bodily health!
I have learned over the years that Satan uses symptoms in our bodies, bank accounts, etc. as arguments against the plain truth in God’s Word about our health, finances, etc. It is most evident, then, that the good fight of faith is standing our ground on Deity’s healing promises against the enemy’s onslaughts on our physical bodies.
Walking by faith requires discipline as well as faith, but discipline is a dirty word to many Christians today. Most of them had rather go to the doctor than believe Deity for their healing. If you have the money, you can purchase whatever the medical profession offers, regardless of your lifestyle. In Deity’s kingdom it does not work that way. He requires strict obedience on our part before He releases the blessings. That is obvious in Deuteronomy chapter twenty-eight. “But, that is Old Testament,” some may reason. What about Hebrews 11:6 and James 1:6-8, which we just read? There are a lot of “ifs” in the New Testament too! The word if automatically indicates that there are conditions. When the conditions are met, then the blessing can be expected. Without meeting the conditions, there is no confidence that Deity will answer our prayers. Look at John 15:7 and 1 John 3:22. Deity does not add the blessings Jesus purchased on the cross to man’s old existence. God might use a miraculous healing in a sinner’s life for an advertisement of His goodness, but if that sinner does not repent and accept Christ as His Savior he cannot expect God to continue to lavish such blessings on him.
The habit of walking by the senses instead of walking by faith is a spinoff of political correctness. We would not want to offend anybody by either our words or our lifestyle. Above all, do nothing that may hurt somebody’s feelings! We would not want them to feel inferior, or ashamed of their rebellion. So, the church has invented religious correctness. I ran into that many years ago, and confront it more today than ever. Why can the church not participate in biblical correctness? When we stand before the Bema Seat we will wish we had!
 
Summarizing the entire book in this chapter necessarily makes it a long one. To make it a little shorter, I will reduce my review of the next four chapters to just a few examples of characters in both testaments who exemplified either the negative or positive side of the faith-for-healing issue.
Genesis 3:1-5 recorded the first example of wrong focus. Heeding Satan’s words, Adam and Eve forsook God’s Word. By so doing, they opened the door to sin, sickness, poverty, pain, and spiritual and physical death. Had they remained loyal to Deity’s Word they would have avoided such tragedy. It should be obvious, then, that we can reverse the effects of sickness by heeding God’s Word!
Later on, Lot feasted his eyes on the well-watered plain of Jordan instead of seeking Deity about His will for his life; and ended up losing it all. Read Genesis 13:10 and chapter nineteen. Satan dazzles people through the senses, in order to lead them into some error that will destroy them.
Numbers thirteen is a classic example of people looking at circumstances instead of God’s promises. Ten of the spies reported what they thought they saw. Joshua and Caleb, on the other hand, believed Deity’s promises in the face of that contradictory sensory evidence. Those ten spies died on the spot; Joshua and Caleb lived and stayed well!
Second Chronicles 16:12-13 reported the most infamous example of wrong focus in regard to sickness and healing in the Old Testament. King Asa trusted not in Jehovah-Rapha for his healing, but the physicians, and he died unhealed!
 
Chapter eleven lists examples of people who exemplified right focus and were blessed. Genesis chapters six through eight show how Noah focused on Deity’s command to build an ark in the face of ridicule by the general population. His obedience paid off, for Noah and all his family were saved.
Genesis chapters twelve through twenty-five reveal how Abraham, the father of faith, focused on God’s promises, as well as His commands, and was greatly blessed in his body. God restored the youthfulness of both Abraham and Sarah.
Much later in Jewish history, Exodus 12:7-8 tells us the Jews focused upon God’s Word by obeying Moses’ command to eat the flesh of the Passover lamb. Then, Psalms 105:37 reported the results: “He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not [even] one feeble person among [all] their tribes.” Numbers 21:8-9 also relates how the Jews focused on the brazen serpent which Moses had fastened to a pole, and were instantly healed from the poison of snakes. In Joshua 14:11, we learn that Caleb maintained his health and youthfulness many extra years by focusing on a single promise by Moses. He took a mountain he had claimed four decades earlier. That required some healthful vigor!
 
Job became both a negative and positive example by first focusing on his fears, and then by obeying God’s command. In Job 3:25, Job complained: “For the thing which I greatly feared [has] come upon me, and that which I was afraid of [has] come unto me.” But, “…the LORD turned the captivity [sickness] of Job, when he [obeyed Deity by praying] for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much [money and livestock] as he had before (Job 42:10).”
 
Psalms 103:2-3 reveals undoubtedly that David focused on God’s Word, for as he blessed the Lord he expected Deity would forgive all of his sins and heal all of his diseases.
 
In the New Testament, I found only general references to any final failure in getting bodily healed. In Matthew 13:15, referring to the whole nation of Israel, Christ quoted Isaiah 6:9-10: “For this people’s heart [has become] gross [heavy], and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and [as the result] should understand with their heart, and should be converted [start focusing on God’s Word], and I should heal them.” Matthew 17:20 tells us about the disciples’ failure to get a demon-possessed boy healed. But then Jesus healed him, revealing God’s will that he be well. Another example in the gospels was a man by a pool, who had been infirm for thirty-eight years. People had failed to help him, but Christ healed him on the spot. When Jesus got involved, there were no failures.
Mark 6:5-6 was the specific fulfillment of Isaiah chapter six: “And he could there do no mighty work, [except] that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them. And [Jesus] marvelled because of their unbelief.”
One tragic example I found is in 1 Corinthians 11:29-30, where Paul said that some Christians in Corinth were sick, and had even died prematurely, because of wrong focus. The problem was that they had not properly discerned the Lord’s body. They understood not that His shed blood and broken body had saved their bodies as well as their souls.
The lack of healing failures reported in the gospels is due largely to the fact that Jesus turned down no one who came to Him for healing. And many came to Him for healing. The fact that people sought out the Lord reveals that they were properly focused, despite religious pressure on them to stay away from Jesus. See Luke 13:14 and John 9:22, 12:42.
There is no need for me to rehearse in detail those many examples of right focus (and healings that resulted) recorded in the gospels and acts. Just remember the woman with the issue of blood, the centurion’s servant, several blind people, Jairus’ dead daughter, the daughter of that Syrophoenician woman, many who were lame, and multitudes of those who had every kind of sickness and disease. All sought the Lord for their healing (the proper focus), and they all got healed!
 
Chapter fourteen boils down to this simple outline: Deity has His agenda—restoration of people who are lost in spirit, soul and body to health in spirit, soul and body. The enemy has his agenda—to steal, kill and destroy. He accomplishes that diabolical agenda by causing sickness, poverty and all other tragedies. People are necessarily caught in the middle. He uses people whom he has deceived to deceive others into believing his lies that are contrary to God’s Word about their health, finances, etc. When we decline compromise with his lies, the Adversary then puts pressure on us through those deceived people. They can get rather nasty about it. Satan, of course, is the being behind such nastiness. I myself have faced their wrath more than once. Deity also has witnesses who are trying to get the truth to us so we will be set free. It is our responsibility to heed God’s Word, to have right focus and make godly decisions concerning our health.
Finally, in chapter fifteen I passed on some revolutionary
insights in relation to the Lord’s Supper. Basically, I showed from Scripture that God does not want us to partake of any kind of blood other than the very blood of God Himself! That agrees with the truth that God created us in His image and likeness. He does not want His highest creatures to partake of animal life; that is, to get down on their level. Instead, He wants us to come up higher. Our Savior made that possible through His shed blood and broken body. When we partake of communion we are participating in God-life. We bring to remembrance Jesus’ death, which Hebrews 2:14 informs us renders the devil ineffective in our behalf. That within itself is one good reason to take the Lord’s Supper. However, Paul warned Christians that eating the bread of communion with a wrong attitude toward it can actually open the believer up to sickness and disease. Not discerning the Lord’s body was the cause of much sickness among the Corinthian believers. I pointed out that reversing a wrong attitude (wrong focus) to a proper attitude (right focus) will secure your healing.
 
Concluding this conclusion; let me say that my books do not have as their goal putting anyone under condemnation. Such is not intended. Yet, at times extraordinary measures become necessary to get people’s attention. This is one such case. Centuries of error are not easily erased, so I have gone to great lengths to do some serious erasing of the religious traditions that have cheated countless believers out of their healing inheritance. God wants you healed and healthy!
 
To aid truth and health recovery, I have decided to add a confession section. Some of my good friends wanted me to do so in my first book on healing, but they asked too late. It was already in process. But, in that first book I included in the back a whole chapter of nothing but healing Scriptures. Put both books together and you will have both confessions and an impressive Scripture list. So, the ball is now in your court. What will you do with it? Be
open-minded. Be
honest. Be
diligent. And be
healed!







Chapter Seventeen
Healthy confessions
Since some of the most enlightening passages on healing graced my first book on this subject, I want to include them in this confession section. I will present them in the biblical order, but connect related passages in each confession. The level of your confession of God’s Word regarding your health will determine the level of your health! Any rejection of these scriptural truths will damage your physical well-being. That may seem a bit harsh, but it is the truth nonetheless. When we cooperate with Scripture instead of manmade traditions, we
receive all the biblical promises, including bodily health.
 
In Genesis chapter two, Deity performed an operation on Adam’s body and made another body from it. God, a Spirit, touched man’s flesh. He obviously performed that operation by means of His Living Word (Hebrews 4:12). Since He is no respecter of persons, God still performs operations today on people who believe that He is Jehovah-Rapha. Of course, He no longer needs to make entire bodies from ours, but many of His people do need an operation deep within their bodies; both to remove deadly obstructions and to restore their flesh
to perfect health. Therefore, I am trusting Jehovah-Rapha to continually operate in my body through His Word to provide perfect health in my flesh for my benefit, as well as for other people; and all to His glory. Sickness never glorifies
God; my walking in perfect divine health does. So I walk in health!
Exodus chapters fifteen and twenty-three promised Jews that Jehovah-Rapha would remove sickness from their very midst; not only from that congregation as a whole, but from the midst of the physical body of each and every member of it. Just as in Genesis two, Deity, a Spirit Being, operated on the flesh of His faithful people. Again, being no respecter of persons, God made the very same provisions under the New Covenant (Matthew 8:16-17; 1 Corinthians 12:9; Galatians 3:13; 1 Peter 2:24). Therefore, based upon Holy Scripture, I boldly say that my Redeemer is continually either removing all disease from me, or is preventing disease from attaching itself to me. All sickness being gone, I am totally healed!
Deuteronomy chapter twenty-eight plainly states that all sickness is a curse brought on by disobedience. The chapter lists many specific diseases, and in verse sixty-one includes all other ailments as well. That covers them all. All sickness is looked upon by God as a curse! However, Galatians 3:13 clearly states that Christ redeemed us Christians (who walk not in disobedience) from the curse of the law; which refers to Deuteronomy twenty-eight. Therefore, all sickness being a curse, and my Savior having redeemed me from the curse, I am curse free. That means I am sickness free! I am not the sick, but the healed in Christ my Lord. Hallelujah!
Psalms ninety-one promises me that if I will abide under the protective wings of the Almighty He will protect me from all harm, including sickness and disease. Neither pestilence nor plague will befall me or even come near my dwelling (my residence or my body). Such is my continual confession.
Stressing once again that God is no respecter of persons, King David said in Psalms 103:3 that Deity forgave all of his sins and healed all of his diseases. Based upon Isaiah 53:5, Matthew 8:16-17 and 1 Peter 2:24, I boldly confess the very same. My God forgives all of my sins, and He heals all of my diseases. Therefore, I am healthy in both soul and body!
In Psalms 107:20, we learn that Deity sent His word and healed them. Well, Jesus was that Word (John 1:1, 14), and He came to earth and healed all who were oppressed of the devil (Acts 10:38). Christ being yesterday, today and forever the same, He is still healing all who believe Him for healing. Deity indeed sent His Word and healed me! I am thoroughly healed in my body because of Christ’s thorough sacrifice.
Proverbs 4:20-22 proclaims that God’s words are life to those who find (believe) them, and health to all of their flesh. I too have both found and received God’s words. Therefore, I have the words of life and health residing inside me. Those
words are continually producing health in all of my flesh!
Proverbs 26:2: “As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse [of illness] causeless shall not come.” Deuteronomy 28:15 says the curse of sickness is the result of
disobedience. Instead, I believe and obey God. Therefore, no sickness can attach itself to me! No disease will alight on my body. That is my confession, and I am sticking with it.
Isaiah 53:4-5 says plainly that Jesus took upon Himself (and off of me) all of my iniquities and diseases in the same sacrifice. The words griefs and sorrows signify diseases and pains. Since Jesus took mine, God does not require me to be sick. It was senseless for my Savior to bear my diseases, if I plan to bear them too! But, since Jesus bore them, it makes no sense for me to bear them too! I take healing instead.
Isaiah 54:17 promises Christians that no weapon formed against us will succeed. Therefore, I confess that the devil’s weapon of sickness will not prevail over me! I am healed.
Jeremiah 17:5 warns that the man who trusts in man for anything puts himself under the curse. Verse seven reverses that fate for the man who trusts in the Lord for everything. Jeremiah must have had bodily health in mind, for in verse fourteen he prayed to Deity: “Heal me, O Lord, and
I shall be healed.” I am determined to avoid the curse which comes by trusting in man for my healing. Instead, I trust in Jehovah-Rapha (the only Healer) for my health; and expect to walk in divine health all the rest of my days on earth.
In Jeremiah 32:27, Deity unflinchingly proclaimed that nothing was too difficult for Him to accomplish, while at the same time claiming to be the God of ALL FLESH. Therefore, I believe God for my every bodily need, no matter its nature. I confess that the God of all flesh has healed all of my flesh!
 
Coming to the New Testament, Matthew 8:16-17 tells us that Jesus healed ALL that were sick to fulfill Isaiah 53:4-5. Although theologians spiritualize that passage, it shows that Jesus actually healed sick bodies to fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy. He was dispensing the healing blessings He would later pay for on the cruel cross. Deity showing no partiality and Christ healing all of the sick means that Deity wants all of the sick healed today. I am not about to disappoint God. Christ took all of my diseases and removed all of my pains as well. They all having been removed by my Lord, I refuse to provide any of them a return address. I am healed and staying that way!
Just before He went back to His Father in heaven, Christ told His disciples to make more disciples from the nations of the world. The Lord also instructed them to teach those new disciples to believe in and practice everything He had taught His first followers during their three years of training. That meant they were to continue healing the sick and teaching the next generation of believers to do the same. Christ even promised them that He would be with them to the very end of this age to confirm His Word through their ministry. That means I have all of the authority I need to carry out my part of the great commission during my stay on earth. Thus, the Lord is with me to confirm His Word in my life and ministry! Therefore, I will believe and teach the fullness of God’s Word (including supernatural healing) until Jesus comes again.
Mark 16:17-18 promises that certain supernatural signs will accompany believing believers; healing sick
people being one of them. So, not only am I healed supernaturally, Deity is working through me to heal other people in their bodies. Furthermore, God is being glorified through it all. It is a win, win, win situation for everyone who is gladly involved!
In Luke 13:16, Christ announced that a certain Jewish woman ought to be healed because she was a descendant of Abraham. Galatians 3:29 says that believers are the seed of Abraham because we are in Christ (The Seed of Abraham). Again, because our God is no respecter of persons, we have the same standing that Jewish woman had; and so ought to be healed. Healing was part of her inheritance, so healing is my Christian lot as well. Since I ought to be healed, I receive my bodily healing by faith and thank God for it continually.
Christ said in John 10:10 that the thief (referring to the devil) comes only to
steal, kill
and
destroy. In Acts 10:38, we read that Christ healed all whom Satan had oppressed with sickness. That means sickness is one of Satan’s works, and 1 John 3:8 tells us that Jesus Christ destroyed the works of the devil. So, stealing, killing and destroying have as much to do with our bodies as they do with our souls. Our Savior also said that He had come to give us life. That means that Jesus came to plant life wherever the devil had perpetrated death—in spirit, soul and body! Jesus came to invest life in my physical body, so I receive that life in the form of health in every part of my flesh and in all of my bones!
 
(In this chapter, I am laying the foundation
for confession of all these Scripture passages. Then, upon that foundation I offer a simple way to confess
the truths
of those Scriptures. Of course, each reader can form his or her own confession. Just make sure you stay true to the scriptural truth in each passage. Your bold confession of biblical truth in the area of your bodily health will begin to build bodily health into you. Therefore, do not skimp on your audible repetition of God’s healing truths. The more you confess the better your health!)
 
In John 14:12, Jesus said something that challenges the gross unbelief of many believers today. Jesus promised that we who believe on Him will be enabled to perform the same miraculous works He did. Luke 6:40 agrees. There, He said that the Christian who is thoroughly trained will be on a par with his Teacher, meaning Christ Himself. Matthew twenty-eight also agrees. Our Savior promised there that He would be with us until the end of the age, backing up our ministry with His authority. Put those Scriptures together with Mark sixteen, which lists the supernatural signs that are to follow Christians, and you will have a picture of what our ministry is to look like today. And, if we are to minister supernatural blessings to others, then God wants us to enjoy those same blessings. So, my confession is that not only am I healed in my own body; God uses me to minister His health blessings to other people as well! He has healed my flesh so that I can both enjoy life and health and minister healing to people in need who will receive it by faith. Christ is the Healer, and I am both one of the healed and one of His healing vessels!
Acts chapters three and four tell about a lame man who was instantly healed through Peter and John. Peter said the man had been saved (4:9—Greek rendering), referring to his bodily healing. In Acts 4:12, Peter said there is salvation in no other than the Christ (referring again back to that man’s physical healing). While Isaiah 43:11, 45:21 and Hosea 13:4 say there is no other Savior than Jehovah, Peter proclaimed that Jesus was the only Savior! Christ was the Word of God made flesh. Whereas most Bible believing Christians agree to that, we find in Ephesians 5:23 that Christ is also Savior of the human body (flesh). That means that there is no other Savior of our bodies than Jesus Christ. Moreover, being the Savior of the body means that He is the Savior of every body part. Our bodies consist of many parts.
Thus, in order to call Himself Savior of the body, He has to save every part of our body. Therefore, my healthy confession is that, Jesus Christ being the only Savior, I look to Him alone for my salvation. He being Savior of the body
(my body being a member of His own body—1 Corinthians 6:15), I look to Jesus alone for my health. Furthermore, Jesus Christ being Savior of the body, He has supernaturally healed every part of my body!
Acts 10:38 makes it clear that while Jesus was on earth He healed ALL whom Satan had afflicted with sickness and disease. Because God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34; Romans 2:11) and has not changed since those early days
(Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8), He does the very same for me. Thus, I know He has healed ALL of my sicknesses and ALL of my diseases, just as He did for those people long ago!
Romans 8:11 promises that if the same Holy Spirit Who raised up Jesus’ dead body dwells in me He will continually make life for my mortal (still breathing) body; meaning that He will continually be in the process of healing my flesh. In Acts 3:16, Peter said that the name of Jesus, through faith in His name, saved (supernaturally healed) the lame man’s body. Proverbs 4:20-22 says that God’s words are health to all my flesh. That means I have God’s Word, His Holy Spirit and His name all working inside me
to produce health in my physical body. I cannot keep from getting and staying well!
According to Romans 12:1, it is the healing compassions of God that enable me to offer my body as a living (healthy) sacrifice in His service. Therefore, I am not the sick but the healed; and I do not use my health for selfish purposes, but to serve God and others as I finish my course on earth.
First Corinthians 6:20 literally commands me to glorify God in my body. When Christ was on earth He glorified God by finishing the works God had sent Him to do. Most of the works Jesus did was the healing of the sick. If healed bodies glorified God back in those times, then healed bodies glorify God today! Therefore, I glorify God in my flesh, not by being sick, but by walking in divine health; which Christ provided for me through His sacrifice on the cross.
Galatians 3:13 says plainly that Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, which Deuteronomy twenty-eight says includes every sickness and every plague. Therefore, I say boldly that Christ has redeemed me from every sickness and every disease. That means I am thoroughly healed!
(The Greek word translated redeemed here means to buy up all there is to buy. It does not indicate that our physical bodies are now glorified, as in the resurrection. Our bodies are not yet glorified, but they are healed by Jesus’ sacrifice!)
In Ephesians 5:23 and 29-32, Paul taught that Christ is both head of the church and Savior of the physical body. He even indicated that Christ and His church are one in flesh. That means that when Christ ministers healing to our flesh He ministers to Himself—His own body! He nourishes it and cherishes it—His own flesh, which consists of the flesh of all believers. We are His body on this planet. The way He treats Christians is the way He treats Himself. Christ would never afflict His own body with cancer, so I know He will never put cancer on my flesh—which is a part of His flesh. Therefore, my confession is that Christ constantly nourishes my flesh with health, not sickness. My Savior would never afflict me with some disease He redeemed me from in His sacrifice on the cross! Instead, He infuses into my body the very life and health He purchased for me on that tree.
Third John 2 puts this whole issue in a gospel nutshell. John expressed Deity’s desire toward His people that we all prosper and be in health, even as our soul prospers. Thus, it is obvious Deity wants our soul to prosper. But, He said the same about our health and finances! Our soul prosperity is to be the gage of our outer prosperity. Deity wants me to be healthy, and I want what He wants for me. So, just like the writer said: “God wants me to prosper and be in health even as my soul is prospering and is in good health.” Therefore, I am prospering and walking in bodily health to the degree my soul is prospering! Studying, meditating on, confessing and obeying God’s Word is prospering my soul. As a result, I am prospering in the material, financial and health
departments of my life, family and ministry. That biblical reality is every day becoming more and more a manifest reality in my life.
 
People confess with their mouth what they believe inside their heart. If they are persuaded God’s Word is true, that is what will come out of their mouth in abundance; no matter their circumstances. If they constantly confess their feelings and circumstances, that means such information abides in them in abundance! If you have been constantly confessing
what you already have but do not want, you can change that bad habit by renewing your mind with God’s Word. Learn to confess what Deity has said in His Word about you whether or not it agrees with your feelings and circumstances. Your health depends on it. Refer often to the confessions spelled out in this chapter. They are good starter-confessions. Then, you can build on them to develop your own healthy lifestyle. The biblical information contained within this book, if acted upon
consistently, will heal and keep your body well! On the other hand, whoever reads this book but rejects its message will likely reap an unwelcome harvest of bodily ills. I do not like to have to write such warnings, but the Scriptures do it all the time. This is truly a life-and-death matter. It pays rich dividends to come into agreement with God’s Written Word. May you succeed at it for your benefit, as well as the benefit of others; with God being glorified through it all!







A final healing word
Upon the near completion of this book, the Lord revealed to me some additional insights on the sickness-and-healing subject, which I want to tack onto the very end of this book. I could not find any other appropriate place to sandwich in this material. Those insights have to do with the redemptive names of God. From the works of other scholars, along with my own research, I found in eight places the name Jehovah attached to some aspect of our redemption. Thus, they have been termed the redemptive names of God. In our fellowship here in Alabama, I recently ministered this message under the title, “Lessons from God’s redemptive names.” Believers were greatly encouraged by that biblical consolation.
 
Let me first focus upon the name Jehovah (or Yahweh). Jehovah means the Eternal One, the Self-Existent One, and the Immutable One. Read Genesis 21:33, Exodus 3:13-14, 6:3, Psalms 83:18 and Isaiah 12:2, 26:4 for confirmation.
Of the thousands of occasions the Hebrew word Jehovah occurs in the Bible, in the King James Version it appears in English as LORD (typed in all capitals). A few times Jehovah is combined with redemptive titles such as the following:
Jehovah-Tsidkeenu—THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS:
Jeremiah 23:6, speaking of Christ, says that He shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Jeremiah 33:16 further prophesies that, “Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the name wherewith she shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” One thing the Lord revealed to me about all of this is that Christ is connected to those names. In 2 Corinthians 5:21 we learn: “[God] hath made [Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” Therefore, Christ is truly THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Still another powerful truth the Lord opened my eyes to about those names is that since Deity is eternal He will never retire from the eternal position each of those names reveal about Him. Jehovah-Tsidkeenu will always be THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
Jehovah-Mekaddishkem—THE LORD OUR SANCTIFIER:
Exodus 31:13: “…that ye may know that I am the LORD THAT DOTH SANCTIFY YOU.” You can see Jesus connected to that redemptive name in Hebrews 2:11: “For both he that sanctifieth [Jesus Christ] and they who are sanctified are all of one [the Father]…” Also 1 Corinthians 1:30. Once again, Jehovah being eternal means that He will never retire from that redemptive position. He is THE ETERNAL SANCTIFIER.
Jehovah-Rohi—THE LORD OUR SHEPHERD:
Psalms 23:1: “THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD; I shall not want [or lack].” Christ identified Himself as the Shepherd in John 10:14, plainly stating: “I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.” Also consider 1 Peter 2:25. All Christians must agree that Deity will never step down from that redemptive position.
Jehovah-Nissi—THE LORD OUR BANNER:
Exodus 17:15: “And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovahnissi [THE LORD IS MY BANNER]…” In Isaiah 11:10, we see the Jesus connection. “And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse [Who was Jesus Christ], which shall stand for an ensign [banner] of the people; to it [Jesus] shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.” Also see Hebrews 2:10, where Jesus is called the CAPTAIN of our salvation, and 1 Corinthians 15:57, where believers are told that God gives us the VICTORY through Jesus Christ.
Jehovah-Shammah—THE LORD IS THERE, OR PRESENT:
Ezekiel 48:35: “…the name of the city from that day shall be [designated], THE LORD IS THERE.” John 14:23: “Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: [Thus] my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” Obviously, Christ meant that the Godhead will always be present with people who obey His Word. Hebrews 13:5 records that God “…hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” To keep such a promise, God must forever be THE LORD IS THERE!
Jehovah-Jireh—THE LORD OUR PROVIDER:
Genesis 22:14 states: “Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh [THE LORD IS OUR PROVIDER]: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD [in His kingdom] it shall be seen [or provided].” That agrees with Philippians 4:19: “…my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory [in His kingdom] by Christ Jesus.” Again you see that Jesus is connected to that redemptive name. Second Corinthians 8:9 says Christ paid the price for our provision: “…ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor [at Calvary], that ye through his poverty [He suffered on the cross] might be rich.” Christ having paid the price for our provision, it is obvious that He will never retire from that position!
Jehovah-Sheeloom—THE LORD OUR PEACE (HEALTH):
Judges 6:24: “Then Gideon built an altar there unto the LORD [Jehovah], and called it Jehovahshalom…” Sheeloom means to be whole or complete in spirit, soul and BODY. In my Hebrew study books, the very first definition of the word Sheeloom is health. But, it is also translated prosperity and peace. Romans 15:33: “…the God of peace be with you all.” What about the Christ connection? Isaiah 53:5 states: “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our PEACE [Sheeloom] was upon him; and with his stripes [bruise] we are healed.” Ephesians 2:14: “…he [Jesus] is our peace [Greek eireenees, the equivalent of the Hebrew Sheeloom]…” Every Christian must agree that both the Father and the Son will forever be our peace. They can never step down from that position. The point I want to make, however, is that since Sheeloom also means health and prosperity, God must continue dispensing those blessings. Christ is eternally OUR SHEELOOM!
Now to emphasize my purpose for including this section! Since this book is primarily about healing for our bodies, I want to finish this final healing word section with the eighth redemptive name of our eternal Redeemer.
Jehovah-Rapha—THE LORD OUR HEALER:
In Exodus 15:26, “[Jehovah-Rapha Himself] said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD [Jehovah] thy God, and [practice] that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to [all of] his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians [because of their rebellion and worship of idols]: for I am [Jehovah-Rapha] THE LORD THAT HEALETH THEE.” Jehovah being a redemptive name, it is also a covenant name. The Egyptians worshipped idols, so they were not in covenant with Jehovah-Rapha as Israel was. To the Egyptians, God was not Righteousness or Peace or their Shepherd or their Provider, etc. To Israel, Deity was the Source and Provider of all those blessings. God was also their Healer. That means healing was one of those covenant blessings God’s covenant people enjoyed!
Believers today are in covenant with God through Christ. All of the blessings of the Old Covenant are ours, and more. That means that Jehovah-Tsidkeenu is yet THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Jehovah-Shammah is PRESENT WITH US just as He was with Israel of old. Jesus is Jehovah-Rohi, THE LORD OUR SHEPHERD, just like He is Jehovah-Nissi, THE LORD OUR BANNER. Moreover, Deity is still Jehovah-Jireh, THE LORD OUR PROVIDER, and Jehovah-Sheeloom, which means THE LORD OUR HEALTH, PROSPERITY AND WHOLENESS. In addition, Jehovah is still THE LORD OUR SANCTIFIER, for He has set us apart from sin and its curses unto Himself. He is all that His redemptive names state Him to be. And all those blessings belong to us Christians now!
 
The punch line: If God retained all His other names, then He is still Jehovah-Rapha, THE LORD OUR HEALER! When did Deity give up that redemptive title? When did our Savior relinquish that aspect of His redemptive nature? Obviously, none of those highly-educated cessationist theologians ever dared to approach the subject with that kind of theological honesty. If God has ever ceased being Jehovah-Rapha, then He must have dropped His other redemptive names as well! Surely, no theologian is willing to go that far in his religious fantasies. It is apparent, then, that men who claim that God heals no more are either incompetent in expounding Deity’s Written Word, or they are outright liars. Jehovah-Rapha is still THE LORD WHO HEALS today! That is His very nature, which has never changed; and never will! Such means that we may look to Jehovah-Rapha for our bodily healing today just as confidently as any believer has in any age. Jehovah-Rapha is THE LORD OUR HEALER still!
 
This book, as well as my first book on this subject, offers the Body of Christ great potential. However, God’s blessings do not fall on people automatically; even believers. Lifestyle is the key to walking in such blessings. There are conditions we must meet! My two books on healing clearly explain the conditions. Absorbing that biblical revelation will clean out the religious cobwebs from your mind. Religious traditions usually nullify divine healing, so you must renew your mind with God’s truth before you can expect to walk in health.
However, if you do not presently enjoy divine healing, do not get under condemnation. Just get your faith, words and actions in line with God’s Word. This is a continual process. I am still learning too, so let us walk that path together. See you on the journey!
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Dispelling even more religious
concepts about sickness
and disease, while gaining
understanding of how to defeat
illness and walk in divine health
through the gospel of Jesus Christ,
Savior of the body!





