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INTRODUCTION 
Add one more book regarding physical healing to today’s crowded market? Are there not plenty of good works on that topic currently available to believers? Who am I to comment on that biblical subject? Such was my reasoning only a few years ago. Until then, I figured that F. F. Bosworth’s classic “CHRIST THE HEALER”, T. L. Osborn’s “Healing The Sick”, E. W. Kenyon’s “Jesus the Healer”, plus other fine books by more great authors, had supplied Christians with as much revelation about divine healing as could be gained from the Bible. However, in 2005 I began to receive revelation on the subject of sickness and healing that I had never read in any human
publication. Nor have I since been blessed with such enlightening information by anyone except Jehovah-Rapha, Who just keeps enlarging that biblical picture inside me.
Those classic healing books were superb in presentation of truth, and the champions of supernatural healing ahead of their time in comparison to the church at large. However, I have to insist that, whereas yesterday’s revelation of divine healing was adequate for yesterday’s battles, it is not totally sufficient to ward off the devil’s attacks today. Although truth itself is not in trouble, modern escalated pressures demand that believers possess additional truth about divine healing. Powers currently arrayed against the church are obviously better equipped for the fight than is the church itself. Such conditions are unacceptable; they must be remedied!
To fully grasp the requirements
for
living
in
divine
health, we need more than the minimum of healing truth. We must obtain and disseminate more biblical revelation about both the negative and positive sides of this issue. To successfully alleviate today’s church-wide health crisis, and to reach our Christian destiny, we must assimilate all valid information available on sickness and healing, and then with Holy Spirit help put that information in perspective. When we know the biblical truth regarding our health we may then victoriously respond to the challenge of physical infirmity.
To eradicate illness in today’s believers, I offer the Body of Christ this hard
copy of multiple revelations God gave me concerning numerous sickness and healing realities. Divine healing is misunderstood by the modern Christian primarily because sickness itself is perceived incorrectly! Endeavoring to persuade Christians to submit to God in all things, many preachers (themselves oblivious to the underlying causes of sickness and infirmity) have concocted numerous perverted doctrinal beliefs pertaining to our proper response to those obvious evils. Because of such unfortunate circumstances, I am compelled in this work to unveil the biblical perspective on sickness and disease before pointing out the will of God in relation to divine healing itself. Of course, as is true of all other quests for reality, valid revelation concerning sickness and healing is found only in the Holy Scriptures.
Although I intended not for this volume to be exhaustive in scope, it does deal with this vital issue in broad perspective. Moreover, knowing the material itself will likely give rise to even more inquiries, I believe it will dispel the uncertainties presently plaguing the thoughts of many sincere Christians regarding this most controversial subject.
Furthermore, the biblical stance on supernatural
healing is even more revolutionary to traditional
theology than those insights I have discovered about the negative side of illness. People who read this book with an open mind and heart will exit the other end of it with a completely renovated mindset toward God’s health plan, whether or not they believed in it already. They will view Scripture afresh and anew!
To reverse numerous unscriptural
concepts pertaining to illness within the believer’s life, we must first of all find the biblical truth regarding the nature
of
sickness, its origin and God’s
evaluation of it. That is why in the very first chapter I present not my speculation about illness, but the scriptural estimation of that tragedy which has taken such a huge toll in so many lives. Amazingly, that life-giving reality has been right before our eyes all along, but our dimmed vision could not perceive healing truth. The revelation gleaned from that first glimmer of biblical reality will be a springboard into the balance of the book. Of course, the life-changing revelations pertaining to this vital subject are by no means confined to the first chapter. Many healthy surprises lie ahead!
Moreover, since this book is not a mere rehash of those earlier works I mentioned, I recommend that you read them as well. They also contain much-needed healing revelations. Today’s church needs all of the healthy truth it can find!







CHAPTER
ONE 
The scriptural view of sickness
A major segment of accepted church doctrine concerning sickness and healing is a hodgepodge of human speculation and religious tradition. The custodians of those beliefs pass them from generation to generation, century after century, without ever searching the Scriptures to determine if those doctrines are biblically correct. Read Acts 17:11. Upon close inspection, Scriptures that deceived tradition-preachers use to supposedly establish the validity of their doctrinal stance actually shatter their very own timeworn arguments. Under the religious
guise of submitting to God’s mysterious
will by accepting sickness as some special
work
of
grace, believers have unknowingly placed themselves under the dominion of the Adversary. By being convinced that sickness is pleasing to God, Christians have actually been venerating the devil’s works, and advancing Satan’s agenda instead! It is time for such ecclesiastical nonsense to be exposed and eliminated.
 
While it is not the intention of this author to embarrass anyone who cherishes such ideas, it is inevitable that in the process of exposing the inconsistencies of those ridiculous religious traditions many having such a mental bent will be biblically challenged to reevaluate their theological
concepts. Actually, my primary purpose is to search out and discover from Scripture the divine truth on this matter, because it is of vital importance to the survival, let alone the triumph, of the end-time church. With that said, let us move on.
 
The underlying premise, which promotes the traditional doctrine saying that believers should embrace their illness, is that sickness has some mysterious spiritual
value before the Redeemer. By enduring physical handicaps, Christians are supposedly being faithful to a mysterious Deity, thereby affording Him more glory by their patient endurance under such conditions than by being healed from them. Strangely, Jesus Christ was thoroughly ignorant of such theology! He openly healed everyone suffering from sickness and disease, stressing that Satan was the one who put those degrading conditions upon his victims (Luke 13:16; Acts 10:38). Thus, sickness in God’s church pleases and glorifies the “. . . god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4) . . . ,” rather than the Author of Bodily Salvation (Ephesians 5:23-30). Through such ideas, Satan has gained control over much of the Body of Christ.
 
Disarming and dismantling such deceptive arguments is really a very simple process. All that is required on our part is to first search
and
discover, and then honestly
accept
and
acknowledge, the scriptural view of sickness and infirmity. Should the biblical
evaluation of all such sufferings not also reveal God’s own personal view of them? Since God inspired Scripture in the first place, shall we dare think that He did not know what He meant by the words He inspired? If His Word contends that sickness is indeed a blessing, then we certainly should concur. But, if we discover by our research that Scripture abundantly verifies the very opposite, should we continue teaching His people that illness is a blessing? The biblical answer to that vital question is the foundation upon which this book is built.
Through my own scriptural research, I have found eight English terms that portray God’s
perception of sickness and disease—three embedded in the Old Covenant writings, five in the New. This chapter features seven of those eight terms (two in the Old Testament, five in the New), the eighth being reserved for a subsequent chapter. There may be still other examples, yet these are all I have discovered thus far.
The first of the eight telling
terms occurs in Deuteronomy chapter twenty-eight. Verses one and two assured all of the Old Covenant partners, who faithfully observed God’s every command, that rich blessings would constantly favor them. Verses three through fourteen catalogue blessings covering every aspect of human existence; and sickness appears not on that blessing list! Verse fifteen, however, prophesied that everybody under that covenant, who refused to abide by its requirements, should expect only the accompanying curses. Then, to make sure God’s people understood just what the curses were (negative experiences the disobedient could not escape), Moses provided a long list of them—fifty-four
verses worth—and good health appears not on the curse list!
 
It is instructive that most of the listed curses involve the human body in some manner. It becomes apparent that the curses resulting from disobedience take their toll on human flesh just as much as on mankind’s inner peace. Moses was very specific, cataloguing many familiar illnesses along with all the other manifestations of the curses. Moreover, just in case one might suppose that even in disobedience he could escape the physical calamities he feared most, Moses added to sin’s curse list verse sixty-one: “Also every sickness, and every plague, which is not written in the book of this law . . .”
Here we have the first example of the biblical
evaluation of every conceivable form of sickness and disease, and they are all labeled curses! That leaves absolutely no sickness or disease for preachers to call a blessing from on high; which explains why the first fourteen verses of the chapter contain no mention of sickness. In the light of Deuteronomy chapter twenty-eight alone, how have the religious-tradition-patrons gotten away with promoting sickness as a blessing from our loving Heavenly Father to His faithful children?
What is even worse is the definition
of
curse. The Hebrew word translated curse in verses fifteen and forty-five means to
lower
one
to
a
lesser
state of well-being, and is said to be the
very
opposite
of
blessing. Look up that word in different Bible dictionaries. A different word rendered curse in verses sixteen through nineteen means to hem
in
with
obstacles, or to
render
powerless. Does God truly want to hem us in with obstacles, render His own people powerless, or lower us to a lesser state of being? All such tragedies are branded curses, and are the heritage
of
the
disobedient, not the obedient!
 
How unreasonable it is that religious tradition is exalted above the very Word of God. Jesus Christ exposed the same tendencies among religious people during the short time He dwelt among men. In Mark 7:13, our Savior condemned the religious leaders of that day for “Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.” In verse six, Jesus called them hypocrites. Should modern church leaders who teach similar foolish doctrines not also be designated hypocrites? Has our Father, His Son, the Holy Spirit or God’s salvation plan reversed their positions recently; or has today’s church bought into the enemy’s lies, orchestrating a gospel flip-flop to make it repulsive in the eyes of unsaved people by means unbiblical teaching on physical suffering? Multitudes of lies cannot alter Deity’s eternal Word; they merely destroy those who render allegiance to man’s traditions over God’s Word.
 
Up to now we have dealt only with the negative aspect of sickness and disease, which Deuteronomy chapter twenty-eight identified in no uncertain terms as curses. No honest individual would dispute that Moses’ evaluation of sickness is God’s estimation of it as well! However, we must now ask: “Does the Bible reveal a positive side to the sickness issue?” Throughout all of Scripture, you will never find one passage portraying sickness as a blessing to mankind; and certainly not to God’s faithful! Remember, the
Bible
is
consistent
from
cover
to
cover in all that it teaches. Sickness and disease in Scripture are always portrayed as curses, which result from either disobedience to, or ignorance of, the truth; or seen as an outright attack by Satan against God’s faithful followers.
However, Scripture does reveal one thing purely positive about sickness, which is encouraging to faithful Christians. Galatians 3:13 declares in no uncertain terms: “Christ hath [long ago] redeemed us [believers] from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us . . .” Remember, the biblical curses included “. . . every
sickness, and every
plague [that exists] . . .” By redeeming us from the curse itself, our Savior redeemed us from everything listed under that curse; which definitely encompasses all
sickness and all
infirmity. The only positive biblical affirmation pertaining to sickness, then, is that our Redeemer positively delivered us from it all. Hallelujah!
Many believers continue to suffer sickness and infirmity, however, because
they
continue
to
cling
to
religious
tradition
rather
than
God’s
immutable
Word. And, the primary reason so many Christians continue to patronize religious tradition is that so many denominational
preachers continue to insist that God desires certain of His people to suffer physically to mature them spiritually. Yet, despite the prevailing attitude among those tradition-preachers, they never offer any actual biblical evidence for such rigid religious requirements. They either remove Scriptures from their proper context, or force their traditional views upon some passages, or appeal to the failures of people who supposedly believed the Healer was going to heal them, but who in actuality failed to obey God’s specific commands concerning the scriptural way to receive supernatural healing in their bodies.
 
Now let us proceed to the second scriptural word, which reveals how Deity views all sickness. Job, chapter two, adds another telling
term to that enlightening list. Job 2:7 states: “So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote
Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown [head].” It is quite interesting that virtually the same wording is used in Deuteronomy 28:35, which is part of the curse list. “The LORD shall smite thee in the knees, and in the legs, with a sore botch that cannot be healed, from the sole
of
thy
foot
unto
the
top
of
thy
head.” EERDMANS edition of “YOUNG’S ANALITICAL CONCORDANCE TO THE BIBLE” contains a helpful section in the front of that volume named “Hints and helps to Bible interpretation”. You will find there that the original Hebrew often used active
verbs to indicate permissive
actions. Bible scholars must acknowledge, then, that God does not visit earth in person to smite disobedient ones with curses. Deity has already decreed the outcome of disobedience according to the sowing-and-reaping
principle He activated back in the beginning. Read Genesis 1:11, 21, 24, 28 and Galatians 6:7. Job 2:7 reveals the culprit behind all sickness. When anybody for any reason removes himself from divine protection he treads upon Satan’s territory; and the devil takes advantage of every opportunity he is offered.
Although a righteous man, Job had placed himself into the clutches of his enemy by cultivating fear: “For the thing which I
greatly
feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid
of is come unto me (Job 3:25).” Scripture reveals that fear activates Satan as faith activates God! Faith is the substance Deity works with, whereas fear is the Adversary’s invitation to disaster. Matthew 14:28-31 says Peter walked on water by the supernatural substance of faith, until upon observing the wind and waves he became fearful and began to sink. The Lord rebuked Peter for trading his faith for fear; thereby losing his victory. Now back to Job. To contend that it was God’s purpose for Job to suffer from sore boils is to stretch the imagination far beyond the scriptural scope. The devil was the source of that affliction, while Job opened the door of opportunity for it. Deity actually protected Job from certain death at the devil’s hand! Perhaps you will perceive that truth as you ponder Job 1:5 and 2:6.
If you would learn God’s attitude and intentions toward that faithful
man (Job 2:9-10, 42:7-9), check out Job 42:10. “And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.” The word captivity refers to all of those sufferings Job sustained at
Satan’s
hand, including physical
abuse as well as loss
of
family
and
finances. The devil put all of those calamities on Job; Jehovah removed them. Whereas religion commonly lays the blame for all of Job’s troubles upon God, no one can honestly and biblically do so!
But remember, we are learning God’s own evaluation of sickness and disease by studying the biblical terms used to describe them. The writer of Job utilized the word captivity. This Hebrew term is based upon a more foundational word that refers to taking prisoners in war. It literally means just what the English word indicates—captivity. Therefore, Deity considers infirmity in the bodies of His own people as their having been taken
captive
by
an
alien
force. And who is that alien force? Our very own enemy, the devil! How, then, can anyone possibly believe and teach that our loving Heavenly Father wants His own children to suffer sickness? Sickness does serve a purpose, but it is not some mysterious
blessing from our Faithful Lord; it fits well into the Adversary’s plans “. . . to steal, and to kill, and to destroy (John 10:10) . . .”
 
Yet, I must make this clear before I move on: Our God is wise enough to make use of the conditions He finds within our lives to achieve His eternal purposes for our lives. When Deity discovers motives within us that need some adjusting, He most certainly works toward perfecting us. However, Job being a good example, we must admit that God did not set up those trials; Job had done that already. Neither did God sic the devil on His servant. The wording in Job 1:8 and 2:3 reveals that God actually chided Satan for setting
his
sights
on His servant Job. Satan was looking for people he could take down (1 Peter 5:8-9), and Job was a man he had been unable to fell because Deity had positioned an impenetrable hedge around Job to protect him from that archenemy. Job, however, had broken down the hedge by his own fears; and God even had to point that out to Satan before he could see it. The devil is just not as smart as he wants us to think.
 
One more item I need to stress before we move on in our study to the third term which discusses God’s evaluation of sickness and disease is that, God did not leave Job in some unsavory condition for the rest of his life. Those who dare to cite Job’s experience as an example of God wanting His own people to suffer fail to mention the fact that Job’s
sufferings
lasted
for
only
a
few
months (Job 7:3). Traditional preachers attempt to persuade believers suffering from sickness to be reconciled to their supposed God-ordained fate based upon such biblical examples as Job, Paul and others, as if those men had been required to suffer infirmity all of their lives. (I will later discuss the real reason those preachers endeavor to convince sick Christians to embrace illness as their lot in life. Yet, my purpose is not to injure or embarrass anyone; I only want to separate bad
doctrine from good
people, and to help such people enter into their good
inheritance in Christ.)
Moreover, Job was advanced in age when all those trials came upon him. For some time he had been worrying about his ten
grown
children (Job 1:4-5). Before his trials, Job had enjoyed divine blessings (Job 1:9-10). And, even “After
this
lived
Job
a
hundred
and
forty
years [being well in body] and saw his sons, and his sons’ sons, even four generations. So Job died, being
old
and
full
of
days (Job 42:16-17).” The Old Covenant phrase, being
old
and
full
of
days, meant that Job had enjoyed a long and satisfying life. God delivered Job out of his illness and poverty, whereas modern misled mentors persuade many Christians to embrace their infirmities and financial woes for a lifetime. Such unnecessary tragedy!
 
Now let us go to the New Testament for the third term on our list of words that reveal God’s attitude toward sickness. Luke 13:11 states: “And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit
of
infirmity [for] eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself.” Jesus found this woman in a Jewish synagogue, where she had attended in that same physical condition over many years. Of course, the Lord healed the sick woman, which action provoked the synagogue custodian to express indignation because Christ had healed her on the Sabbath day. Tradition was far more sacred to that religious leader than was the welfare of those under his care. In verse fifteen, the Lord openly exposed the man as a hypocrite; seeing he did not mind on the Sabbath watering his thirsty animals in preference to restoring God’s covenant people to health. Do not be deceived into believing that the religious mindset is different today. Two thousand (2000) years have not altered the devil, the world or religion! People separated from Christ operate out of the same lost, blinded and irrational state of mind.
 
The verse we are looking for, however, is sixteen; where the Master cleared up the issue in this manner: “And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed [delivered, set free] from this bond[age] on the Sabbath day?”
This lone verse is just packed with healing significance. Right up front the Savior emphasized that this poor woman was a daughter
of
Abraham. Such observation simply meant she was a covenant woman who possessed covenant rights! What rights? Did her covenant with Deity give her the right to be afflicted with some crippling disease? Was it God’s will that she suffer such a condition for eighteen years; or even eighteen days? Abraham’s offspring were due a much better lifestyle than ill health. Even back in those days, however, religious tradition tended to keep people sick!
Conversely, Jesus said the woman ought to be healed no matter what day it happened on. The Greek word translated ought means to be necessary by the very nature of things. By the nature of what things was her recovery a necessity? Her
covenant
rights! The word also signifies an unavoidable, urgent, compulsory
necessity! In Matthew 15:26, Jesus told a non-Jewish woman it was not proper for Him to share the children’s
bread with outsiders. Her request being health for her demon-possessed daughter meant that children’s
bread referred to health in both mind and body; which Christ said did not belong to the Gentile woman, because she was not a covenant partner. That woman persevered in her petition to the Lord, however, and gained her desire. If she, outside the covenant, could obtain healing for her daughter, how much more ought covenant partners to enjoy divine health? Christ revealed that the very nature of the covenant under which that Jewish woman lived necessitated that she gain healing in her body; and continue to live in good health.
As with the others, this third example demonstrates that sickness is contrary to God’s plans for His covenant people. Who had afflicted the woman with that debilitating disease? Satan! Who healed her? Christ; Who always performed His Father’s will (John 8:29)! Now, if the Messiah did only what pleased His Father, and He restored
everyone who appealed to Him for healing while He was here on the earth, would it not still be His will to heal all who call upon Him for such a blessing? Does the opposite of healing and health now bring pleasure to God? If so, we must rewrite the whole Bible!
 
We still have not discussed the term Luke used to depict the poor Jewish woman’s illness as Almighty God viewed it. He said it was bondage. Scripture itself defines sickness as bondage! Bondage suggests that the one having been bound is bound to the one who bound that bound one. Who bound the Jewish woman for eighteen years; and would have done so longer had Jesus not interfered? The devil! That tells me that God’s own people are bound
to
His
enemy
by
sickness. The Bible makes it clear that God will never share the glory that is exclusively His with another (Isaiah 42:8). Therefore, to contend that Deity wants His people to suffer from illness (which is obviously Satan’s work) is to say that God and the devil are in business together, and must therefore share the ensuing glory. The fact that those damnable
doctrines freely circulate among Christians today demonstrates just how far the modern church has strayed from the scriptural pattern, which was firmly established in the gospels and Acts.
 
If God (Who never changes) truly took pleasure in people being diseased and deformed, He would have created Adam and Eve imperfect. But, since illness and deformity did not enter the human realm until sin was invited in, it is obvious that Satan is the culprit behind all such tragedy. That being the case, men must stop the heretical practice of slandering the One known as Jehovah-Rapha—the Lord our Healer.
 
Moses, writer of Deuteronomy, and the unknown author of Job provided the two Old Testament terms that reveal the scriptural view of sickness. The first New Testament term is provided by Luke, who wrote the gospel by the same name; the second word being in Acts, which Luke also penned.
The fourth term we will consider, which portrays Deity’s view of sickness, is found in Acts 10:38: “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing
all that were oppressed
of
the
devil . . .” Luke 5:31 says: “They
that
are
whole
need
not
a
physician [healer]: but
they
that
are
sick.” Thus, all whom the Lord healed must have been sick, and according to Acts 10:38 all sickness is of Satan. Luke said that Christ healed them all, and John said that He always pleased His Father (John 8:29). Therefore, it must have been heaven’s will that all of the ill be healed. It has to follow, then, that it was not the Father’s will that any of those people remain infirm; or Jesus would surely have left some of them in their sickness (for the glory of God, of course (?), according to tradition)!
It is instructive that God’s representatives in those days (Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the church) never disappointed anyone who came to them expecting healing. There were no exceptions either biblically or historically. Since Deity never changes (Malachi 3:6), and Jesus Christ is yesterday, today and forever the same (Hebrews 13:8), to what, then, may we attribute the modern position that God today wants some of His own people to keep their sicknesses rather than getting rid of them? Could Satan, who specializes in making people sick (1 Corinthians 5:5), possibly have something to do with it? According to the passages we have looked at so far, that must be the answer. The devil has deceived the church into believing the big lie that sickness in the bodies of God’s own people pleases our loving Heavenly Father more than does our having vibrant healthy bodies to use in His service.
Once again, let us notice the connection of this doctrine to Satan’s own agenda. Luke said sickness was oppression. That word in the Greek means to
exercise
dominion
against. Thus, illness in the church is in reality Satan’s attack upon it, not God’s perfect will for His own. By means of sickness, the Adversary controls Christians and seeks to be the head of the church in
Jesus’ place, like he once attempted to oust God as head of the universe. It is not surprising that Deity’s archenemy would engage in such a deceptive ploy, but the fact that the possessors of the Holy Bible have fallen prey to such an obvious lie is truly mind-boggling!
 
The fifth term is not quite as obvious as the others, and requires a little more study to make the connection. Paul, in 1 Corinthians 5:5, mentions delivering a rebellious believer “. . . unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh . . .” Destruction of the flesh would have to include sickness. The Greek word from which it is translated means exactly what this English term indicates—destruction and ruin. Three other passages that use the word are 1 Thessalonians 5:3, 2 Thessalonians 1:9 and 1 Timothy 6:9. Nevertheless, in order to make the sickness connection we have to go to the Septuagint (Greek) Version of the Old Testament. Deuteronomy 28:61 says that “. . . the Lord will bring upon you [the disobedient ones] every
sickness and every
plague [fulfilling His law of sowing and reaping] until you are destroyed [using the same Greek root word which is translated destruction in 1 Corinthians 5:5 of the Greek New Testament].” The purpose of the decision in 1 Corinthians 5:5, of course, was that the offender might be brought to repentance, so that his “. . . spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” However, there is no intimation that either God or Paul wanted that man to remain sick, as the deceived tradition-preachers often contend today!
 
The fourth New Covenant term expressing God’s view of sickness offers by far the most convincing evidence, but is obscured by most English Bible translations. In connection with sickness, the word is rendered in the King James Bible as sick, diseased, sore, grievously, etc.; and usually occurs in the Greek with a word meaning to
have. Signifying bad or evil, the English transliteration of the two words is exontas
kakoos (having
evil). Of course, the Greek contains all forms of the word—nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs.
One of the primary points I want to bring out about this word is that it is used to describe other kinds of evil listed in many New Testament passages. For instance, in Romans 1:29-31, the apostle Paul said that sinners are “. . . filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness [Greek, kakia] . . . envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; [They are] whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil
things [kakon], disobedient to parents, without [any divine] understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, [as well as] unmerciful . . .” The same Greek word that is used in connection with all manner of sickness occurs twice in this long list of ultra-evil practices; meaning that God places the same value upon sickness as He does other evil activities!
 
Later, I will point out even more Scripture passages that reveal the close
proximity
of
sickness
with
all
kinds
of
evil
in
the
world, but now I want to show just how many times this Greek word refers to every kind of sickness and disease that exists. Confirm this information with your own study, using Strong’s Concordance to look up the meanings of the words I am emphasizing in this chapter. All you must do is check out the words I have written in italics right before the words having
kakoos. As we progress through the book you will be amazed at the biblical truth most English translations have hidden from the readers.
Matthew 4:24 says: “. . . they brought unto him [Christ] all sick
people [literal Greek, ones
having
kakoos-evil] that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed
with
devils, and those which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them.” Here it is clear that each and every one of those various infirmities was called kakoos-evil. People either had an evil disease, an evil torment, an evil demon possession, an evil lunacy or an evil palsy. In the Greek each ailment was called EVIL!
Another revealing Scripture is Matthew 8:16-17: “. . . they brought unto [Jesus] many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out those spirits with his word, and healed all that were
sick [having
kakoos-evil]: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.” Please do not miss what the Lord brought out here. He equated sickness and infirmity with evil! According to these verses, God looks upon all
sickness and pain as kakoos—an evil (not a good) condition. Christ delivered people from the evils of sickness and infirmity by healing them!
 
Matthew 14:35-36 in the King James Bible Version says they “. . . brought unto [Christ] all that were
diseased [having
kakoos-evil]; And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many as touched [it] were made
perfectly
whole [thoroughly
saved from their sickness; which is identified over and over in the gospels as evil].”
Matthew 15:22: “. . . a woman of Canaan [who was not an heiress to the Old Testament promises] cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously [kakoos-evilly] vexed with a devil [demon].” You would think that demon-possession is bad enough, but she was grievously demon-possessed—the same Greek word the gospel writers used to describe all manner of sickness.
Another case is found in Matthew 17:15. A frantic father came to the Savior saying: “Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatic, and sore [kakoos-evilly] vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water.” Does that sound like something God would want His saints to suffer?
In Mark 1:32, sickness is closely associated with demon-possession; which can hardly be God’s will for His obedient people. “And at even . . . they brought unto [the Lord] all that were
diseased [having
kakoos-evil], and [all] them that were possessed with devils.” (I am including some passages from Mark and Luke that actually duplicate those in Matthew to reveal that all the gospel writers knew how this word should be used. Nor was it accidental that they connected sickness with demonic activity; discerning them as dual evils!) Using a Strong’s Concordance, study as well the words translated were
sick in Mark 1:34.
Unlike Matthew and Mark, Luke reported concerning the centurion’s servant: “And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear unto him, was
sick [having
kakoos-evil], and [was] ready to die (Luke 7:2).” Matthew said he was paralyzed and tormented. Once again, the Bible calls such suffering evil!
 
If perchance any dispute my understanding of this word kakoos, John 18:23 will forever settle such disputes. “Jesus answered him [an officer of the high priest], If I have spoken evil [kakoos-badly], bear witness of the evil [kakou-bad]: but if well, why smitest thou me?” Kakoos is the Greek adverb, kakou the adjective. Jesus used them interchangeably!
 
To drive home my point I will list a few other pertinent passages that use various forms of this same word to reveal God’s condemnation of all evil. One is Acts 16:28: “But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying [to the jailer at Philippi], Do thyself no harm [kakon-harm—for he was about to take his life with his sword]: for we [prisoners] are all here.” Another good example is Acts 18:9-10: “Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt [kakoosai-harm] thee: for I have much people in this city.” Christ was encouraging Paul, assuring him that no man in Corinth would bodily
injure him, because He had many godly people there who would treat Paul right. Well, if godly people were to treat the man decently, causing him no harm, then is it not reasonable to believe Deity wanted Paul unharmed? And, since this same basic word is also used of disease and sickness, would not God’s attitude concerning sickness be the same as people beating up on that apostle? One other passage in Acts states: “And [Paul] shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm [kakon-ill—Acts 28:5].”
 
Now let me get down to the nitty-gritty substance of this issue. In Romans 3:8, Paul wrote: “. . . (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we [I] say,) Let us do evil [kaka-evil things], that good [the very opposite] may come? whose damnation is just.” Notice three things Paul touched on in this single verse. First, people were accusing Paul of teaching that by practicing evil, good things would result. Is that not the very same thing many preachers say when they claim God puts sickness on His own faithful people for their spiritual good? Second, Paul called such reasoning slander. Thus, to
accuse
God
of
doing
those
things
is
slander as well! Third, Paul declared that people who say such things were justly condemned for saying such things.
In Romans 12:21, Paul commanded: “Be not overcome of evil [kakou—same word Jesus used interchangeably with kakoos—often referring to illness], but overcome [every] evil [kakon-evil] with good.” Therefore, instead of us Christians yielding to sickness, Paul said we must overcome it with the good weapons God has given us. You will want to check out what 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 says about that.
 
Romans 13:3-4 states: “. . . rulers [civil officials] are not a terror to good works, but to the evil [kakoo-bad] . . . [if you] do that which is good . . . thou shalt have praise of the same: For he [that ruler] is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil [kakon-evil], be afraid; for he [the civil authority] beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil [kakon-evil].” God has given civil authority for the purpose of keeping the civil peace. Thus, those who disturb the peace are subject to punishment at the hands of Deity’s peacekeepers—the legal system, which punishes people for committing evil (kakon) deeds. Sickness is repeatedly called evil (kakoos), which has the very same meaning as kakon, used in this Romans passage. Thus, I must ask: “God using civil authorities to punish those who commit evil, will such legal officers also punish God for putting evil—sickness—on His faithful people; which many preachers claim he does?”
Romans 13:10 declares: “Love worketh no ill [kakon-evil, ill, harm] to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.” Now, according to 1 John 4:8 and 16 our Heavenly Father is love; and Paul declared that love (God) works no ill (kakon-harm) to His neighbor. Well, are Deity’s children not closer to Him than any neighbor? If a neighbor works no ill toward another, then certainly our Father will not smite His obedient children with sickness (ill, evil, harm)!
Paul said in 2 Timothy 4:14, “Alexander the coppersmith [a maker of idols] did me much evil [kaka-harm]: the Lord reward him according to his [evil] works . . .” That man faced no favorable future. By the same rule, Deity Himself should be punished IF He puts sickness (evil) on His own people!
 
Now consider this clincher
Scripture. It forever settles the sickness question. James 1:13 commands: “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God
cannot
be
tempted with evil [kakoon-evil] neither tempteth he any man [with evil of any kind, it is implied] . . .” Frequently, sickness is called evil, and James said God tempts no one with evil—sickness. Deity does not afflict the faithful with disease!
James 4:3 further proves this pivotal point. “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss [kakoos-wrongly], that ye may consume it upon your
lusts.” Kakoos is the very form of the word utilized for sickness repeatedly, and James used it to rebuke selfish prayers. Similarly, sickness renders people selfish! So, if we are not to pray for evil things, then neither should we accept sickness (evil) as God’s will for our lives.
Revelation 16:2 puts another biblical nail in the coffin of that God-blesses-His-own-people-with-sickness
heresy. “And the first [judgment angel] went, and poured out his vial [of wrath] upon the earth; and there fell a noisome [kakon-evil] and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image.” If this passage teaches anything, it declares that God has reserved the so-called blessing of sickness for Antichrist followers!
 
The seventh word revealing God’s view of sickness is not easily detected in biblical statements, but must be derived from the biblical context. Yet, it is abundantly there, as you shall soon discover! Matthew 15:21-28 tells about a Gentile woman whose daughter was severely (kakoos-evilly) demon-possessed. She begged Jesus to heal her; which He did. The Mark account of that incident says the girl had an unclean
spirit. Matthew said she was healed. Therefore, the girl was afflicted with some kind of sickness, which was caused by an unclean
spirit. Her affliction being caused by an unclean spirit meant the affliction itself was unclean; which tells us God
sees
sickness
as
unclean! Look at Mark 7:25-30.
Mark 9:25 reports a very similar event. A distraught man brought his demon-possessed son to Jesus for deliverance, after His disciples had failed to cast the spirit out. The Lord “. . . rebuked the foul [unclean] spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him.” Both deafness and muteness being physical infirmities, and both being caused by that unclean spirit, Deity must consider both deafness and muteness as unclean. Indeed, He sees every
illness as an unclean thing!
Luke 6:17-19 provides still another example of sickness being seen as unclean. “. . . a great multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, and from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon . . . came to hear [Jesus], and to be healed of their diseases; And they that were vexed
with
unclean
spirits: and they were healed. And the whole multitude sought to touch [the Healer]: for there went virtue out of [Christ], and healed them all [including those vexed with unclean spirits].” Well, if Jesus healed them, then they must have been sick; and those sicknesses came from unclean spirits. Therefore, the sicknesses themselves had to be unclean! Although not all Scriptures mentioning demons call them unclean spirits, I
cannot
imagine
any
clean
demon. Our Lord said in Matthew 12:33 that corrupt
trees only produce corrupt
fruit. So, since all demons are unclean, then their fruit must be unclean as well! And sickness is one of their primary fruits.
Luke’s account of the demon-possessed lad of Mark 9:25 is another witness of the same incident. “And as he was yet a coming, the devil [demon] threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean
spirit, and healed the child, and delivered him again to his father (Luke 9:42).”
 
To answer the contention of some that such events were confined to the gospel accounts, and therefore do not apply to the church, let us consider Acts 5:15-16, which records a church activity: “Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing [their] sick
folks, and them which were vexed
with
unclean
spirits: and they were healed
every
one [including all vexed with unclean spirits].” This is one more case showing how sickness is connected to the foul activities of demons. Therefore, illness is unclean!
 
Let us now look at some Old Testament passages which reveal that Deity is repulsed by uncleanness. Leviticus 3:6 records: “And if his offering for a sacrifice of peace offering unto the LORD be of the flock; male or female, he shall offer it without
blemish.” Thus, a blemished lamb was refused as an offering. However, not only was the sacrifice itself to be without defect; the officiating
priest was commanded as well to be unblemished. Leviticus 21:17-21: “Speak unto Aaron, saying, Whosoever he be of thy seed [Aaron’s family] in their generations that hath any blemish, let him not approach to offer the bread of his God. For whatsoever man he be that hath
a
blemish, he shall not approach [the altar to offer any sacrifice to Deity] . . . blind . . . lame . . . or he that hath a flat nose, or any thing superfluous, Or a man that is brokenfooted, or brokenhanded, Or crookbacked, or a dwarf, or that hath a blemish in his eye, or be scurvy, or scabbed, or hath his stones [testicles] broken; No man that hath a blemish of the seed of Aaron the [high] priest shall come nigh to offer the offerings of the LORD made by fire: he hath
a
blemish; he shall not come nigh to offer the bread of his God.” Leviticus 22:20 warned moreover: “. . . whatsoever
hath
a
blemish, that shall ye not offer: for it shall
not
be
acceptable for you.”
Because Leviticus was written so long ago, some people may think that God sees things differently in these modern times, yet Malachi 3:6 says God never changes. As a matter of fact, that last Old Testament prophet said to the apostate Israelites in Malachi 1:13-14: “Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the LORD of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should I accept this [defective offering] of your hand? saith the LORD. But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the LORD of hosts, and my name is dreadful among the heathen.” Therefore, only four hundred years before Jesus Christ arrived on the earth God was still adamant in His stand on cleanliness; especially concerning offerings, which were types of Christ’s sacrifice!
Jesus Himself displayed the same attitude while He was here, as made evident in Matthew 23:27-28: “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, [you] hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all [kinds of] uncleanness. Even so, you also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” The apostle Paul followed Jesus’ thinking on the subject in Romans 6:19, where he declared: “I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity
of
your
flesh: for as ye
have [in the past] yielded
your
members
servants
to
uncleanness and to iniquity unto [more] iniquity; even so now
yield
your
members
servants
to
righteousness unto holiness.”
Religious people, I am sure, are thinking that both Jesus and Paul were referring to spiritual uncleanness only, and not defilement of the body. However, sin defiles flesh just as much as it does one’s spirit. The Lord said in Mark 7:20-23: “That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man.” “. . . out of the heart . . . proceed evil [a different word] thoughts [of] adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All of these evil things come from within, and defile
the [whole] man [spirit, soul and body].” In many cases sin causes bodily illness (See John 5:14.), so sickness defiles the flesh just as sin does. Some would agree that the sin of fornication might result in contracting a vile venereal disease, but in heaven’s estimation all sickness is the same.
The fact that Jesus healed every kind of sickness in His earthly ministry (remembering that the Lord performed only His Father’s will) revealed that God yet desired unblemished children (the sheep of His pasture—Psalms 100:3, Matthew 9:35-36). No
matter
the
source
of
sickness
and
disease, they
defile
the
physical
body
in
Deity’s
estimation. Let us frankly acknowledge that sickness stinks in the nostrils of God!
 
God’s will for our bodies is clearly seen in Romans 12:1, exhorting: “I
beseech
you therefore, brethren, by
the
mercies [compassions] of
God, that ye present
your [physical] bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” Remember, the Old Covenant sacrificial system demanded that all sacrifices be without
blemish. It is only reasonable to believe God would desire the same under the New Covenant; exactly what Paul said in Romans 12:1. There, he demanded that we offer Deity our bodies as living (healthy) and holy sacrifices; the only kind acceptable in His sight! Read those Leviticus and Malachi passages again.
 
Now look at Ephesians 5:25-27: “. . . Christ also loved the church, and gave himself [up] for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle [inside or out], or
any
such
thing; but that it should be holy and without
blemish.” According to Romans 12:1, this would have to include our bodies as well as our spirits. Ephesians 5:29-30 verifies that conclusion. “For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but [instead] nourisheth and cherisheth it, even
as
the
Lord [does His] church: For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” That tells me God wants our bodies to be as blemish free as He does our inner man; even in this lifetime!
Psalms 42:11 and 43:5 agree: “Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health [or salvation] of my countenance [referring to the body—Psalms 42:11] . . .” Similar words appear in Psalms 43:5. Therefore, Deity saves (cleanses) the body as well as the spirit!
 
I will conclude this discussion with 1 Thessalonians 4:7: “For God hath not called us [Christians] unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.” This statement must include our bodies as well as our spirits. Dare we claim that Deity called us to cleanness in spirit, but left us filthy in the flesh? And what would cleanness in the flesh be if not health in our bodies? Even sin eventually leads to unhealthy physical conditions!
If all of this is true, and it is, then those who claim to be serving God by suffering sickness are in reality offering God a polluted sacrifice; and are therefore more of an offence to Him than they are a witness of His true character!
 
Now let me recap. I have focused our attention on seven
words
found
in
Scripture
that
reveal
the
biblical (the same as God’s) evaluation
of
sickness
and
disease. All seven of these words agree on at least five essential details. The first point is that each term refers to some physical
illness. Whether in Hebrew, Greek or English, the words used make that clear. The second detail settles it that what the Holy Spirit moved the Bible writers to record reveal God’s
evaluation
of
illness. That leaves no valid reason to argue that God puts different values on sickness and disease at different times. Third, we discovered in each case that the Bible dictionary definitions of those seven words show them to be detrimental to people. Fourth, each Scripture in some way connects
the
Adversary
to
sickness. Even Deuteronomy twenty-eight implicates that personality, because the disobedience he incites invites the curses to sneak up on and overtake disobedient ones. Fifth, in every case either
Father
God
or
Christ
healed
all
sickness. The biblical picture is this: Satan afflicts; Deity heals! Thus, God sees all illness as evil; never as good!







CHAPTER
TWO 
To medicate or not to medicate
Knowing that Jehovah-Rapha has labeled every sickness and disease as a curse, captivity, bondage, destruction, evil, oppression and uncleanness, and could not possibly require His own people to partake of such abnormalities, interesting questions will naturally arise within Christian minds. First, how does God expect His people to respond to sickness and disease? Our Father literally despising such evil, should we continue to tolerate illness and infirmity within our bodies, or endeavor to rid ourselves of them? If He does want us to take measures to shed our sicknesses, what measures does He want us to take? Should we seek for and apply whatever means are available, or does God have His own plan for our bodily health? This chapter provides levelheaded answers to some of those questions; later chapters address more.
 
For believers in many historic denominational churches, acquiring health by any means other than what the medical profession offers is not even a consideration. If they pray at all about some serious health problem they merely ask God to guide the hands of their doctors or surgeons. The subject of healing in some Pentecostal, Charismatic and Full Gospel churches, however, is a little more complicated. While many of them pray as well for Deity to direct the surgeon’s hands, others insist that true believers are off limits to surgeons. In the diverse history of people who believe in supernatural (or divine) healing, there have also arisen diverse approaches to that sought-after blessing. Publications of some authors in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries reveal that numerous Full
Gospel
denominations could never come to a consensus on the issue of whether or not using manmade medicines and procedures was appropriate for any believer. Several highly respected teachers became dogmatic in their contention that pill bottles were a disgrace to the Christian home, while others purposely mixed prayer with medicine. I have found through my observations that the same problem exists to this day in many church circles.
 
Those who think that I am about to reveal which side of this issue I take may be surprised that Jehovah-Rapha has laid upon my heart to approach this subject from a totally different perspective. I am not qualified to tell anyone either to depend on medicine or refrain. That is the decision of the sick person alone. Any such resolution must spring from a deep-seated conviction within the needy believer.
I perceive the Body of Christ, and the medical profession as well, may best be served by pulling back the mysterious curtain that has shrouded this subject for so long, and then honestly evaluating all of the pertinent facts. Sickness and disease, being serious threats to human health, should not be treated with indifference. Yesterday’s Full Gospel leaders who derided medicine did so out of deep-seated convictions in their own hearts on the matter, yet never even attempted to give an adequate
explanation for their position; at least in their published works. While communicating their personal convictions they provided scanty scriptural
foundation upon which those convictions were built. My job is not to convey my own personal
preferences, but to provide the reader with practical
information and biblical
revelation, upon which the believer (with God’s help, of course) can construct his or her own convictions and practices concerning this vital issue.
In this chapter, instead of questioning the use or nonuse of medicine, I want us rather to look closely at the nature of the medical field, taking notice of both its many advantages and shortcomings. Rather than attempting to coax anybody into either camp, I will first examine man’s health system in detail, saving discussion of God’s health plan for later.
 
The most obvious factor we must acknowledge about the medical field is that it is restricted to the
natural
realm. One cannot expect from doctors, surgeons or medicine any more than can be provided from the elements within that system. The medical profession has made phenomenal strides over the past century, yet all of those improvements are confined to this natural world—the realm consisting of things we can see, hear, feel, taste and smell. Even the medical equipment that measures quantities of information we cannot see with our eyes, hear with our ears or feel by touch gives our eyes, ears and other senses the vital information we seek. If those medical personnel cannot decipher the equipment readings, then they cannot obtain the physical information they need. Furthermore, the information gleaned from that equipment is then applied to the physical bodies of their patients. All is confined to the natural order of things. Physical information obtained from instruments of the natural order is applied to the physical bodies of natural patients.
Although many medical practitioners have more recently become aware that man is made up of more than the purely physical, their limited natural equipment cannot reach into the deep inner recesses of the human psyche. That is when the natural mind delves into speculation, about which I will spend no more time in this study on sickness and healing. I will confine these discussions to the natural
realm, to which medical professionals have dedicated themselves.
 
One of the major predicaments medical doctors face is that most physical problems occur on the inside of the body rather than on the outside. Although surface ailments exist as well, even most of them stem from conditions existing on the inside of the body. In each case, physicians have to use natural equipment to scan, probe or otherwise invade flesh. All such activities are confined to the natural order. I must make that point perfectly clear. X-rays and other equipment may expose problem growths, etc., which the surgeon is not able to successfully
reach with surgical instruments without damaging vital organs in the process. They are able to see, but cannot
feasibly
remove, the trouble by surgery. In those cases, doctors often suggest alternative procedures such as chemotherapy or radiation, which are also dangerous to the body, as well as being limited in performance.
One thing I have observed in past experience, whether it was my own situation or another’s, is that almost no matter what ailment man suffers from, upon arrival at the hospital one of the preliminary procedures is the extraction of blood. Although one is bleeding profusely, they still have to collect fresh blood for testing. I know doctors have medical reasons for that activity (saving the patient’s life), but the point I am making is that the medical process itself exposes patients to even more dangers and discomforts. In relieving one’s pain, medical procedures themselves often become the sources of additional hazards and hardships. In many cases, however, the suffering of lesser pains is well worth the alleviation of a much greater danger. The primary point of my argument is this: One must be willing to accept all that goes along with the medical process when seeking health by natural means. It is unreasonable to expect to enjoy all of the advantages of man’s medical system without tolerating the accompanying disadvantages as well. I also have to make that point clear. Of course, patients are usually more than willing to tolerate temporary inconveniences, in order to alleviate the pressing problems. Moreover, unsaved people facing emergencies are not in a position to argue about such details anyway.
 
Another important factor involved in the medical process is the term used to signify a sick person. Medical personnel do not glibly call one seeking medical help a patient. It is no mere coincidence that the spelling is the same for a person under a doctor’s care and the act of suffering pain without complaint. Of course, most patients do complain!
One more harsh reality connected to the medical system is that, not every emergency room experience terminates in the emergency room. For many, their next move is into the operating
room; or some expensive
hospital
suite. Even after a prolonged hospital stay, some patients have to undergo extended physical therapy treatments which usually require that they miss days or even weeks of work; or be otherwise incapacitated for a considerable length of time.
(Even though this chapter offers little biblical revelation, it is necessary to go over these details, so the reader’s mind can later be turned toward biblical answers to every human problem—including all health problems. I am now biting my tongue, so to speak, to avoid entering into a lengthy lecture on the obvious advantages of God’s health plan over human methods. Restraining myself presently, I am reserving such revelation for a more appropriate section of the book. I want to put all of that information into an integrated whole so the reader may experience the full impact of that revolutionary scriptural revelation. Suggesting that a divine
health
system even exists may sound fanatical to some, but to others such good news elicits a deep sigh of relief. It did when the Savior walked this earth, and so it does today!)
 
But now we must return to our former discussion of the positive and negative aspects of mankind’s healing systems. In reality, we have only just begun. Remember, the primary problem with man’s methods is that they are limited to the sense realm. Medical professionals cannot advance beyond the knowledge, equipment or procedures of that realm. Due to natural limitations, neither medical technicians nor their paraphernalia can produce life! They merely extend medical assistance to one’s natural
human
vitality. When a patient’s natural life becomes excessively weak, or expires altogether, doctors and medicine can do no more. Such is true not only in cases of extremely old patients, but of the young as well. Cemeteries house youthful corpses as they do the old; some having died on an operating table, others from some disease the medical profession has labeled incurable. Even in cases of heart failure during an operation, shocking the patient’s heart back to normal functioning works only if the patient retains enough natural life to respond to that stimulus.
Since medical practitioners cannot give life, then neither
can
they
heal! You heard that right. Many physicians admit that humbling truth, but some doctors and most Christians think healing comes through doctors and medicine. Fact is: Medical
practitioners
can
only
manipulate
special
chemicals, tools
and
procedures
to
make
it
easier
for
flesh
to
heal
itself. They may set broken bones, but cannot cause them to knit together. Such requires life already present within the body. Of course, bones certainly cannot repair themselves if they remain separated. They must be united by either natural or supernatural means. Neither
earth’s
natural
substances
nor
manmade
chemicals
possess
healing
properties! They merely extend natural help to human flesh to assist it in destroying attacking life forms, substances and other powers (bacteria, acids and fire, for example). I cannot overstress that reality. The only reservoirs of healing are the body’s built-in natural
life and supernatural
intervention. Even food cannot give life to the body. Instead, the body turns food into living cells!
 
I must make it clear right here that my main concern is not the limitations of the medical profession, but the failure of today’s churches to acknowledge a complete redemption, which affects
not
only
soul
and
spirit, but
body
as
well. Most Christians have abandoned heaven’s health plan altogether, having settled for an inferior
healthcare
program. Thus, they have sold
themselves
painfully
short of their full inheritance! As you read on, you will begin to understand the dynamics behind that unnecessary tragedy.
 
I mentioned that there are so-called incurable diseases; which brings to our attention another shortcoming of man’s natural health system. (My use of the term natural is for the purpose of differentiating between heaven’s ways and man’s ways, not referring to herbs and home remedies as opposed to surgery and manmade drugs—all of which are restricted to this natural realm.) Sometimes, well-equipped and highly trained medical professionals crush their patients by telling them there is no more they can do for them, whereas Christ never encountered any incurable case. Matthew 4:23 states: “. . . Jesus went about . . . healing all
manner
of
sickness and all
manner
of
disease among the people.” Furthermore, there is nothing too hard for God, because all things are possible to Him—outstripping even the limits of man’s own imagination (Jeremiah 32:27; Mark 10:27; Ephesians 3:20). Before God, there is no such thing as an incurable disease or physical condition. Jehovah-Rapha, then, would surely not abandon His people to an inferior health system. But religion has; for within religion, little is possible except stubborn pride and powerless tradition. That might sound abrasive, but religion has been unforgivably damaging to the Body of Christ.
 
Among the other drawbacks of the pharmaceutical and surgical systems of this world, there are many inconvenient and dangerous
side
effects to their recommended drugs and procedures. Let me list a few which I have either personally witnessed or recently viewed on the national
news.
My wife and I religiously ushered our two young children into the pediatrician’s office if ever they exhibited symptoms of a cold. Religiously, the pediatrician would examine them, prescribe medication, and tell us to bring them back in two weeks if the cold symptoms persisted. Being the concerned parents we were, we religiously followed the doctor’s orders. It finally dawned on us that our children would have in all likelihood recovered within a couple of weeks anyway. Thus, we realized that we were only helping the physician live in a bigger house than we could afford by paying him big bucks to experiment on our children. Furthermore, our son’s baby teeth became dingy gray due to the prescription medicines we had fed him. Those formulas had been changed by the time we took our daughter through that process, so she did not have gray teeth. Thankfully, our son’s permanent teeth were normal! When our children were young my wife and I were Christians, but we knew nothing about divine
healing, because our denomination did not believe in it or teach it!
In recent years, in one of his hospital stays my own dad was given some medicine to treat the particular sickness he suffered from at the time, which clashed with his system. I have no idea what symptoms he experienced in his feeling department, but I do know that his face turned purple. Not a sunburned look; I mean purple! He looked like some kind of space alien. And, guess what! They had to experiment on him again with another medicine to counteract the first one.
I have observed media reports of numerous instances of people being operated on a second time to
remove
surgical
instruments
that
were
left
inside
them the first time around. I know of still other cases, in which medicine prescribed for one patient was given to someone else instead. Some of my own family members barely escaped such mishaps. In other cases it has been reported that an operation scheduled for one limb was performed upon the other by mistake.
Furthermore, besides increasing problems arising from carelessness on the part of some medical personnel, within the medical
environment itself there may lurk other dangers; such as staph
infections, which one contracts by contacting contaminated hospital facility and equipment surfaces, and even breathing tainted air. Even hospital
workers may infect patients with bacteria they carry within their bodies. Thus, those already sick may contract additional infections from the very institution they trust in for healing. Of course, the hospital personnel themselves are in constant danger from the diseases carried by their patients. I am not making up this stuff; occasionally such is broadcast on local and even national news. Thankfully, there are only a relatively small number of such unfortunate cases, but who wants to take the risk of being one of those statistics?
 
Is there more? Lots! Even though the medical profession has managed some amazing accomplishments in behalf of some of its patients, only in rare cases do people return to a normal
life. Living rather than dying, of course, is a definite advantage! Eyeglasses, dentures and prosthetic limbs help as well, but cannot fully restore one to a normal
lifestyle. In Jesus Christ’s ministry, however, eyesight was restored and missing limbs were replaced. See Matthew 15:30-31 in The Living Bible. Our Lord used the same Greek words for lame and maimed in Mark 9:43-45 to describe a missing hand or foot. I have as yet found in the Scripture no specific cases of tooth replacement, but our Savior has no reason to refuse restoration of any human organ. If He replaced one missing body part, we can reclaim other absent parts as well. Jesus is no respecter of persons, or parts of persons! Check out 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 and 1 Thessalonians 5:23.
Moreover, heart-bypass surgery recipients cannot expect to return to their normal daily activities. Their life has been spared, but they must now take medicines not previously a part of their normal lifestyles. Their current conditions may also curtail some heretofore-enjoyed activities. Neither their additional
medicines nor restricted
activities can be counted as normal. Heart-bypass patients may also experience inner changes of temperament and mood. In some ways they may not even be the same person they used to be.
 
Another important factor most people apparently do not think about when seeking help from the medical profession is this: In so doing, they are entrusting their physical health to virtual strangers. Although many patients have their own family physicians, people who submit to the operating table may never have met some of the surgical staff, who hold the life of the patient in their hands. When the anesthesia puts out your lights, you are at the mercy of people who may or may not like you. Why should believers not invest as much trust in our trustworthy Heavenly Father for healing? If any Person cared about the health of His household it would be Jehovah-Rapha. However, because the modern church as a whole has failed to preach that God is concerned about His own people’s health, many Christians either remain sick or look elsewhere for whatever relief they can find.
 
Immunization formulas are also one suspected cause of infants later on becoming mentally challenged or otherwise incapacitated. Nor does surgery in all cases resolve physical problems. Sometimes, surgery actually leaves the patient in a worse condition. Scripture even records one such case of physician abuse. Mark 5:25-26 states: “. . . a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, and had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had . . . was nothing
bettered, but rather
grew
worse . . .” Read 2 Chronicles 16:12-13 as well. Cosmetic surgery patients may experience partial but permanent paralysis because of their surgeries. Furthermore, not a few physicians have publicly acknowledged that many surgeries are either unnecessary for, or virtually detrimental to, the patients’ physical health. Often, surgeries are performed for some surgeon’s financial betterment rather than the patient’s health. Later I will say more about the money side of man’s medical system.
Likely, the most well-known current health disasters are media reports of the major detrimental side effects resulting from drugs manufactured for arthritis pain and cholesterol control. Not only are annoying, if not downright dangerous, side
effects enumerated (in what I call television fine print—low volume, speedy monologue, using little voice inflection) on TV advertisements, lawsuits involving almost-unheard-of dollar amounts threaten drug companies as well. There are always greedy lawyers who await such lavish opportunities. Recent media reports have raised added concerns for many healthcare patients. Sometime in the near future a serious shortage of qualified nurses may plague the hospital scene, because too few students are attending the current nursing classes. Although physicians and surgeons perform most of the intricate procedures on patients, nurses actually spend more time with patients than do their physicians. Moreover, the rising number of baby-boomers needing healthcare will increase pressure on current nursing staffs. Competition for healthcare in the near future may become intense and very selective—based primarily upon one’s financial status.
Then too, the recent threat of the bird flu has disturbed the worldwide medical community. The primary concern of medical officials is providing an adequate supply of vaccines against the flu, while another is the real possibility that the virus could mutate into another form, rendering the current vaccines useless. Medical challenges seem never to stop! I get exhausted sometimes just from listening to the news.
In addition, the overly-sluggish response of nearly every government agency in addressing the widespread calamities resulting from the recent hurricanes in the gulf coast region further confirms the fact that even if medical personnel are well-trained, well-equipped and more-than-ready, they still cannot help hurting people if they cannot reach them. Some missionary friends of mine related an incident that recently occurred on a mission trip into Asia. On a trek to a remote village (on the backside of nowhere, as the saying goes), one team member informed the others that he needed to find a hospital soon because he was experiencing chest pains. The leader enlightened him to the fact that the nearest hospital was many miles and therefore many hours away. They were not traveling on an interstate. That team member recovered fast! Sometimes one cannot get to medical help in time.
A recent television documentary released some shocking news that new
forms
of
Tuberculosis, which are immune to existing medicines, are now on the rise in some third world countries. No matter their triumphs of the past, the medical profession may have to wage certain wars again; yet now on a more ferocious battlefield. I only desire to alert the reader that the medical scene is not always a pretty picture.
 
Now
concerning
the
bottom
line: That term usually refers to the exchange of money, which is what I refer to here—the financial aspects of medicine. Is it not strange that the very profession, which inflicts pain on its patients, and provides no guarantee of their recovery, or money back in case there is no recovery, demands respect from all those patients and renders the costliest services? It is granted that physicians and hospitals occasionally face huge malpractice suits, with certain patients (or the relatives of deceased patients) being awarded large sums of money for alleged damages, but the majority of patients reap no benefits from such settlements. In fact, malpractice
suits
increase
the
cost
of
healthcare for all other patients. Physicians’ frequent mistakes necessitate costly malpractice insurance, which expense is then passed on to healthcare recipients. Doctors usually own much finer homes than do their patients, however; whether or not their patients benefit from their services! Am I merely expressing my personal grievances, or reporting the truth? Actually, it is both. My mother’s household was plagued with sickness in her growing-up years. Her mother died when my mother was a little girl, and her father died in the year I was born. Thus, I never saw either of my mother’s parents. More than one of my mother’s siblings died of disease at a young age. The primary point I am getting at in all of this is that my mother’s family lost their home place to their family
doctor, because her dad ran out of money to pay for the services of that doctor. Two lessons coming out of this tragic story are: One, sickness is never good. Two, the local doctor lived well whether or not my mother’s family lived at all! Say what you will, but something is wrong with a system that allows the doctor’s
prosperity to ride on the backs of the sick and poor!
 
Not only are many dread diseases on the rise today, and future healthcare availability in serious question due to the increased numbers of people making big demands upon an already strained system, another disturbing problem is the rising number of people without healthcare insurance. More and more large corporations are adjusting their operational costs, and lowering employee health benefits is one of many of those unwelcome adjustments; resulting in fewer people today being able to afford healthcare. In the future, patients may well face this reality: No money, no service (or health)!
On top of that, terrorism could pose even greater threats of overloading our present medical capabilities. The release of deadly biological agents or the detonation of explosives in crowded areas of our big cities could strain current medical response teams and equipment to the breaking point.
 
My reason for providing all of this material is to raise the question: In light of the limitations
of
the
medical
profession, how can Christians believe that God turned over to medical science the health of His very own people? Why would God demand we Christians pay large sums of money to (in many cases) unregenerate people, in
an
attempt
to
acquire
healing
which
already
belongs
to
us through what Jesus Christ long ago wrought for us on the cross?
 
In order to promote crippling unbelief, both the scientific community and many denominational churches emphasize incidents of supposed
failures of believers to receive healing miracles through their faith. They claim that those failures are a valid reason to reject all belief in supernatural
healing. However, they conveniently overlook numerous documented
physical
healings that have come through faith and prayer; and which have no other reasonable explanation. They also fail to take into account another important factor: the many failures of the medical profession itself! If failure is used as an excuse to scrap one system of healing, why
not
apply
the
same
rule
to
other
systems, including
the
flaw-laden
medical
profession? That stance is hypocritical to say the least. Not only are there many documented successful
cases of divine healing, there are upon close investigation some reasonable explanations for at least some of those failures. If a patient refuses to follow instructions of some doctor or pharmacist, any failure of recovery will be judged as the
responsibility
of
that
patient, not the doctor or pharmacist. Well, should not the same rule be applied to the supernatural healing arena? God’s system is not haphazard; there are rules to follow!
First Corinthians 11:29-30 makes that truth quite clear, saying: “. . . he that eateth and drinketh unworthily [referring to communion], eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning [or understanding what] the Lord’s [broken] body [is all about]. For this cause many are weak [asthenia] and sickly [physically
ailing—Strong’s 732] among you, and many sleep [have died prematurely].” Here, Paul determined that disease in God’s people is caused more by treating with frivolity Deity’s truth about Jesus’ sacrifice than by viruses, disease germs, etc. Believers’ faith
shield
against
destructive
forces being compromised by careless actions on their part, the curses take over! How, then, would the proper solution be to go to physicians, who apply natural ability to spiritual problems? That does not make biblical sense!
 
I also want to say that my emphasis on medical doctors is in no way meant to leave out dentists and chiropractors. Basically the same information applies to them as well. The primary purpose of this chapter is to reveal that all forms of natural
assistance produce only limited
natural
results.







CHAPTER
THREE 
Three conspiracies against divine healing
Does no one today in either the world or the church ever raise questions about the current medical health system, or wonder why the prevalence of sickness and disease, or their origin? Do we truly have no option except to accept both as the norm for saved and unsaved people alike? Even before I was born again I could see that there was something amiss about both the existence of disease and its medical remedy. My family history plus my own personal experiences moved me to question both the necessity of suffering sickness (as tradition-preachers boldly taught) and humanity’s ability to successfully overcome it. I remember (as a pre-teen) reading the gospels and wondering if all those miracle stories were really true; and if so, why did we not see the same kinds of marvelous things happening in our world? Only in my more recent years have I begun to understand the negative
forces working in my life back then to keep from me the answers I sought after so long. Notice that I said forces (plural). People want to find answers to their difficulties, but they also want all faults involved to point to someone else, not themselves. Yet, I have realized that in some cases I was more the cause of my infirmities and disabilities than anyone else.
However, in this chapter, instead of blaming individuals alone for their bodily ailments, I will rather present the long history of sickness and disease from the beginning of their existence up to the present, pointing out the various factors involved in that complicated aspect of human experience.
As this chapter title suggests, beside myself there are at least three additional forces that perpetrate and perpetuate sickness and disease on this earth: Satan, the world system itself, and even large segments of the church that preach on one hand that God puts disease even on His faithful people to build and strengthen their faith, and on the other see no inconsistency in compensating doctors to rid them of those God-sent (?) disabilities. After looking into Satan’s agenda of stealing, killing and destroying by means of illness, plus the reckless inconsistencies and hypocrisies of both this world’s system and church tradition, we will then peer into our own contribution to the sickness and disease debacle. The world and many churches persuade some to voluntarily cooperate with the devil to bring about their very own destruction.
 
It is my intention to settle this issue once
and
for
all, as the book title indicates. That might sound a little ambitious on my part, but all I must do is point out how the Bible has actually settled the sickness and healing question already. Of course, there would never have existed any sickness and healing debate had the church as a whole not for centuries steeped itself in unbelievable
unbelief (Matthew 13:58; Mark 6:5-6) because of its fascination with Gnosticism and other Greek philosophies, Middle Ages superstition, the Scientific Revolution, European Intellectualism, Freudian Psychology, Psychotherapy, Socialism, Higher Criticism, etc. Most of the church has flirted with those strange winds of doctrine, just like ancient Israel did; who went into captivity as a result of their rebellion. Likewise, God’s law of sowing and reaping is presently demanding the church pay a tremendous price for its own spiritual adultery, just as happened to Israel.
 
However, to fully comprehend how the church arrived at such a low state of understanding and faith concerning its blood-bought inheritance of healing, we must backtrack to the beginning of the history of sickness and disease, which naturally takes us all the way back to sin and Satan.
John 10:10 states unequivocally that the thief (the devil or Satan) comes for no other purpose than to steal, kill and destroy. Though people are aware that sickness steals their precious time, money and physical health, that disease kills loved ones, and that a prolonged illness can literally destroy a whole family, they evidently fail to link sickness, poverty, etc. to the devil’s invasion of our planet through Adam’s sin. In the light of biblical history, Satan and sin have to be the underlying causes of all sickness, disease and death, which are the undeniable consequences of the fall. See John 5:14.
 
Remember the first chapter insights about how the devil is involved in luring people into disobedience, which always
courts
the
curses. Deuteronomy chapter twenty-eight makes it clear that God calls sickness a curse, which is the natural harvest of disobedience—sin. The
devil being the initiator of sin, he is
the
underlying
cause
of
sickness. His agenda is to use sin’s fruitage—sickness and infirmity—to steal, kill and destroy Deity’s family; and then to blame those tragedies on Deity Himself through outrageous religious traditions!
Job 2:7 definitely identified the devil as the culprit that covered Job’s flesh with sores from head to foot. The book also discloses that that incident was no accident. The devil could hardly wait to torment Job to the max; his ultimate purpose being to compel Job to curse his God, by means of which Job would have inherited a place of eternal torment in hell alongside the devil.
Thus, both Deuteronomy and Job tag Satan as the force behind sickness, while portraying God as the Deliverer from tragedy and the Bestower of blessings upon His faithful. See Deuteronomy 7:12-15, 28:1-14, 15, 61 and Job 2:7, 42:10.
Luke once again exposed Satan as the culprit behind the physical infirmity suffered by a Jewish woman. He said she had a
spirit
of
infirmity—a demon that inflicted disease and humiliation—disabling her from standing upright because of that demonic affliction. Deity having created man upright in the beginning (Ecclesiastes 7:29), that is how He wants him to live. Satan, being God’s adversary however, wants people to be twisted just like he is. Therefore, he inflicts every kind of disease upon vulnerable human flesh, in order to
torment
his
victims and to
accuse
Deity in the process. Sickness and disease are intricately connected to Satan, not our Heavenly Father. In every recorded instance of obedience on the part of God’s people, or sinners coming to God in repentance, He is portrayed as both Forgiver and Healer, not the afflicter of the faithful with disease (Psalms 103:3; Luke 13:11-16).
Acts 10:38 definitely nailed Satan
as
the
oppressor
of
the
sick. Peter told about “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good [!], and healing all that were oppressed
of
the
devil; for God was with him.” Notice the personality who made people sick (all of them), and Who healed them (everyone of them)!
In each of the pertinent Scripture passages we looked at in chapter one, we discovered that Satan was either directly or indirectly involved in afflicting humanity with all kinds of infirmity. Since no human being desires to be sick, and God wants His people well, sickness is obviously the devil’s idea. Satan
is
the
cardinal
force
behind
man’s
every
infirmity. The sooner the church learns that essential truth the better.
 
That enlightening revelation will likely be an occasion for questions such as: How can the devil get away with making people sick? Why do people let him afflict them with illness? If they knew he caused sickness, would they not resist such attacks? Does humankind have no choice but to bow to the Adversary’s agenda, and accept at least occasional sickness and disease as normal in this age?
Obviously, the devil cannot parade before the world that his purposes are to steal, kill and destroy; or that disease is one of his many tools in carrying out those evil designs. He must camouflage his every maneuver with harmless looking disguises. Satan has to have help! His greatest allies are the scientific medical system and religious tradition. It takes all three of those intimidating conspirators to keep disease and illness in the forefront of modern man’s thinking. Satan, the medical
profession and large
segments
of
the
modern
church work together to keep people enslaved to the illness
concept. Although neither
medical
personnel
nor
church
members
are
usually
aware
they
are
aiding
the
enemy, they are definitely his allies. Whereas the devil is a deliberate
conspirator, both medical professionals and religious adherents are unwitting
conspirators. Satan manipulates people in both realms into unknowingly carrying out his agenda of stealing, killing and destroying by means of sickness and disease. As bizarre as that may sound, it is the absolute biblical truth.
 
I know you patiently await a detailed explanation for my stated position, so I will supply you with this scriptural one! Matthew 16:21-23 vindicates my statement better than any other Scripture I know. When Peter chided his own Messiah for yielding to the fate of the cross, He said unto Peter: “Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence [an occasion to stumble] unto me: for thou savorest [have the mentality of] not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.” Of course, Peter did not consciously desire the things of men or of Satan. He
was
merely
being
human. Peter was thinking of Christ’s best interests—in Peter’s opinion, of course. That is the point I want to make in this chapter. The façades Satan
hides
behind are human
affection and reason. Both affection and reason compel religious patrons, whereas reason alone drives the medical profession. Both entities are much more deceptive than humankind realizes, especially within people who are dedicated to them in the extreme!
 
Let us now proceed with our investigation into the work of the medical profession to explain why I contend it is one of those conspirators (along with Satan) in either making or keeping people sick. Please understand that I
am
not
saying all medical personnel want people to suffer, any more than Peter wanted Jesus to abandon His mission on earth. Peter actually thought he was being helpful. Job’s wife is another biblical example of my point. She (under pressure of seeing her husband suffer excruciating pains) begged him to curse God and die, in order to alleviate
his
sufferings (Job 2:9-10). She thought her suggestion was right as well, but Job knew his fate would be worse if he abandoned his faith in God for temporary relief. Those supposed easy ways out are actually designed to bring even more trouble down the road. “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death (Proverbs 16:25).” Such is the point I want to establish. Emotions were obviously involved in both of the biblical cases I quoted, and represent the essence of my argument. Both Peter and Job’s wife were blinded to the reality behind the natural scenes of those incidents. Similar pressures often steer people in the wrong direction for their lives; especially in decisions regarding their health.
 
Thus, I must expose how the medical system itself often inadvertently harms patients by: One—confining patients to natural
means, which are very limited in their ability to help them recover; Two—inflicting incidental
hardships and pain (such as surgeries, tooth extractions, inconvenience of casts or braces, negative reactions to drugs, slowness of drugs to allay pain, etc.) on patients by
means
of
medical
procedures; Three—insisting there is no alternative means of healing—deliberately propagandizing
the
public to depend only on the medical profession for relief of physical or mental disorders.
 
Chapter two demonstrates just how the natural realm is limited in ability to restore patients to their previous health status, pointing out numerous reasons for that sad reality. It also enumerates a host of pains and inconveniences the medical process inflicts on patients in its attempts to relieve them of the greater dangers. However, those drawbacks are not part of Satan’s conspiracy. They are merely the negative effects of sense realm remedies which must be expected.
 
Nevertheless, medical professionals and pharmaceutical magnates purposely
restricting
patients
to
their
limited
fields
of
expertise (not only denying that there is any other means of healing, but actually ridiculing the very suggestion that a supernatural healing system exists) definitely
identifies
them
as
conspirators. However, while the
devil
conspires
to
kill
his
prey, most bottom-line-motivated entrepreneurs wish not to destroy their victims, but merely to extract as much money from them as possible without
any
regard
for
their
lives!
Opting for surgery when surgery is not necessary for the patient is one indication that that surgeon is in dire need of money for his own selfish projects. Scheduling a return visit within two weeks for another appointment if the prescribed medication does not work tells me that the physician
wants
repeat
business, and that he is experimenting
on
patients
at
those
patients’ expense. That is especially obvious when the doctor offers no money-back guarantees (and I do not know of any such offers). Therefore, making money must be more important to those doctors than does their patients’ health. Otherwise, if the patient experienced no improvement in his or her condition after the first visit, the doctor would surely issue a monetary refund, or make the second visit free!
Department, discount and other retail stores guarantee
their
products
by
refunding
the
purchase
price
on
goods
not
meeting
the
customer’s
satisfaction. Why should doctors not assume similar obligations? When a customer dislikes some product bought at one particular store, and the store where he bought it will not refund the money for it, that customer simply goes to some other store the next time. That is called competitive marketing. When it comes to the medical scene, however, only one system of healing is offered to the general public (although many physicians
compete with one another within that manmade system). All competition from outside is completely stamped out. Thus, the sick are forced to keep coming back to the same old system, and to pay exorbitant prices for limited and risky healthcare, because the medical profession and pharmaceutical companies keep telling them they have no alternative to the kind of help they provide! Am I overstating the situation, or do the facts corroborate such statements? What about television advertisements?
 
The next time you watch nightly news, notice how many different
kinds
of
medicines, for
almost
every
kind
of
ailment, are advertised during the time of day when most people are watching. Automobiles, car title loan companies and drugs seem to bring in the most money to advertisers. Not only do pharmaceutical companies bombard the television audience with a multitude of drug commercials, they utilize deceptive methods to persuade viewers that they definitely need their medical products. For instance, those ads do not say things like: “IF you happen to get the flu . . .” They word it more like: “WHEN you get the flu . . . ;” arrogantly assuming that many if not all of their viewers will need their product before winter (or summer) is over. Those advertisements also make use of convincing statistics like: “One out of every-so-many people becomes afflicted with such-and-such disease or condition.” Of course, the only (or at least the best) remedy for all such ailments would be their advertised medicinal product! Who could refuse to avail themselves of such promising results? Remember my comments in the previous chapter regarding television
fine
print: That fuzzy, required
by
government, too
small
to
read print at the bottom of your TV screen; or some low but speedy monotone voice, enumerating some mild to dangerous side effects the medicine users may incur. While that voice, which is designed to attract the least attention, mentions the dangers of those drugs, people who have been paid to promote them are smiling like everything is dandy. I have no personal reason to exaggerate about these things. If you watch nightly news regularly, you know that everything I just said happens just like you read.
Quite often, after those drug ads money-hungry lawyers offer their help to those who have been damaged by some of the drugs that were highly advertised a year ago on the very same programs that are advertising new drugs that may be in the law courts next year. The lawyers’ ads, as well as the news broadcasts, reveal that the drug manufacturers knew beforehand that those drugs were more dangerous than the TV fine print had indicated. That is why I recorded on page fifty that drug magnates vie for the big money without
any
regard
for
the
lives
of
people they extract billions of dollars from. Would God want His own to trust in such a system?
 
Before moving on, I want to expose one more conspiracy committed by drug companies. My wife and I have observed that in the past few years more and more physical ailments are portrayed as diseases on TV advertisements. Everything
from
loneliness
to
twitching
leg
muscles
is
deemed
a
medical
condition; which, of
course, demands
a
medicinal
remedy! In North America, there
is
definitely
in
the
making
a
conspiracy
to
get
everyone
hooked
on
legal
drugs. Yet, Scripture plainly states that sorcerers will have a definite place in the lake of fire for all eternity. Read Revelation 21:8. In Galatians 5:20, Paul
exposed
witchcraft
as
one
of
the
works
of
the
flesh. It is very enlightening that the Greek word translated sorcerer in Revelation 21:8, and witchcraft in Galatians 5:20, is in this day pronounced pharmacy. Pharmakon and pharmakeia in Greek may be translated a druggist, medication, pharmacy, spell-giving potion, witchcraft, poisoner, magician, magic or sorcerer. American Christians think that people strung out on illegal
drugs are in danger of going to hell if they do not repent before it is too late. However, when it comes to facing God’s judgment, the Scriptures do not differentiate between legal and illegal drugs! The scriptural evaluation of drugs of any kind is unfavorable; they being connected to witchcraft!
 
If you perceive the medical system differently now than you did before embarking upon this forthright investigation, how will you rate the religious views of sickness and healing after we finish scrutinizing that mangled mess? I mentioned on page forty-six that large portions of God’s church have been fascinated with various isms from many centuries ago to the present. That is just one of many reasons the church as a whole no longer believes in divine healing. Theologians who push such heresy will have to answer to God for it.
 
One of the earliest isms the church went after (and still does) was Gnosticism. One important claim of that heresy is that man’s flesh is not as important as his spirit. That belief yet haunts many of the more traditional churches, and even some of the not-so-traditional ones. Many of them accuse of heresy anybody who believes in divine healing, not realizing that they themselves embrace one of the oldest heresies in existence. Upon completing this book, you will perceive that the real heretics are people who refuse to believe that Jesus saved our bodies in the same sacrifice that saved our souls!
 
Then came the Middle Ages, from which we inherited the religious
concept
of
Satan—horns, hooves, pitchfork and all. Divine healing also sustained new setbacks during that era. However, rather than my going into the historical details of that tragedy, I recommend an excellent work on the subject, “THE NEARLY PERFECT CRIME”, having been authored by Francis MacNutt and published by Chosen Books. His work follows the thread of the gradual demise of divine healing in the Christian mindset from its beginning in the fourth century to the present day. That enlightening book should grace every Christian home and every pastor’s library.
 
Throughout the years A.D. 500 to A.D. 1500, universally known as the Middle Ages, the church incorporated into its doctrinal inventory some truly bizarre superstitions. What does all that have to do with the divine healing question? It was another negative factor that occasioned the rejection of anything suspiciously supernatural, including the practice of praying for physical healing. During those dark times the institutionalized church dominated everyone’s everyday life; even to dogmatically
forcing
its
doctrines
upon
all
of
society. Church authorities were emphatic about some questionable concepts pertaining to the universe. Of such, two that stood out the most were that the sun circuited the earth (making the earth the very center of the universe) and that the earth itself was not round but flat. Anyone daring to challenge the established views on that or any other church doctrine was persecuted. Even the famous Galileo was threatened by the dreaded
inquisition because of his scientific writings, which ran counter to the official church position.
 
How did such heresies discredit divine healing? Both the Reformation movement and the Scientific Revolution, which followed on the heels of the Protestant Reformation, rejected practically every concept promoted by the Roman Catholic Church. Rather than looking to the Bible to either disprove or authenticate their questionable doctrines, revolutionaries of that day just scrapped everything Roman Catholics stood for. At that time, people were either not aware of, or simply did not care about, the advice: “You must not throw out the baby with the bath water.” In repudiating the putrid church doctrines, Protestants disavowed some biblical revelation as well. Evidently paying no heed to 2 Timothy 2:15—“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing
the
word
of
truth . . .”—the focus of those times was upon distaste for anything Roman Catholics believed or practiced. Although prayer for healing had been grossly
distorted within the church by that time, there were some remnants of that scriptural practice still in existence. However, rather than checking Scripture to see if healing were a valid Christian doctrine, Protestants rejected the whole subject of divine healing strictly on the basis that it was closely connected to Roman Catholicism.
 
In the church’s early years, Gnosticism dealt a fatal blow to both the concept and practice of divine healing, and was then assimilated into the Roman Church, which embraced that propaganda during the Middle Ages; because of which belief in healing declined even more. It was Gnostic notions, then, that moved both Roman Catholics and Protestants to exclude divine healing from their fundamental
doctrines; not being able to embrace Gnosticism and divine healing at the same time. Jesus taught that no
one
can
serve
two
opposing
masters (Matthew 6:24). Since Gnosticism
insisted
that
flesh
was
evil
by
its
nature, church authorities influenced by that heresy reasoned that God would surely not waste His time messing around with man’s flesh. Whereas Catholic leaders gradually distanced themselves from supernatural healing, Protestants fell headlong into that heresy, fully assimilating the nasty
flesh idea; even the teaching
that
sexual
intimacy
within
marriage
was
polluted. Do you detect Satan’s devilish conspiracy behind such a decision? Protestants, attempting to reestablish pure faith, actually polluted biblical faith by rejecting both the concept and practice of healing by faith. Embracing unbelief, they became servants of their very own enemy in that regard! Moreover, antagonism against divine healing actually increased in many denominations after the onset of the Protestant Reformation. Therefore, any believer refusing to believe in God’s provision for healing is in reality Satan’s ally against the very Body of Christ, of which he or she is a part. Such a sad case of self-deception, self-rejection and self-destruction! I myself have personally encountered such opposition from leaders of my former denomination.
 
The Protestant Reformation opened the door for the next historical development—the Scientific Revolution. Just how did that movement affect belief in divine healing? The weird superstitions tenaciously avowed by the established church repelled thinking men in the enlightened
society of that day; who reasoned that since the church held to many ludicrous beliefs in some spheres of knowledge, its information about other realms was suspect as well. Thus, scientific societies, as well as Protestantism, treated the already-almost-extinct practice of trusting Deity for healing the same way they did other Roman Catholic doctrines—as one more concept and practice to be religiously avoided.
 
That sudden break from ecclesiastical dogmas that had enslaved the civilized world for more than a millennium was the beginning of a move away from respect of the church in general, and many of its beliefs in particular. Enjoying their newfound freedom to think for themselves, the rebels began to envision
endless
possibilities for other new discoveries. In the absence of rigorous religious restrictions, men were free to experiment on the objects and substances of nature, and were soon producing useful tools and labor-saving devices. Unrestrained scientific experimentation allowed mankind to invent the cotton gin, harvesting equipment, steam engines, railways, ocean liners, electric motors, combustion engines, telegraphs, telephones, radios, televisions, air travel, space travel, lasers, fiber optics, computers, cell phones, HDTV’s, DVD’s, the internet and other electronic gadgets; as well as publicly accepted sexual promiscuity, abortion, euthanasia, an explosion of manmade drugs designed for every possible human ailment (without any reference to God’s will in that matter), stem cell research, cloning, the God is dead theory, prohibition of public mention of the name of Jesus Christ, and a host of other nuances of political correctness.
I have not abandoned talking about that
third
conspiracy against divine healing—religious plots which discourage all belief that God has His own plan to make and keep well the physical bodies of His people. I merely deemed it necessary to make a brief list of the world’s accomplishments, so as to help the reader better understand the modern world’s ways of thinking in relation to true biblical teachings.
 
Because the institutionalized
church (Roman
Catholicism) indulged in so much unreasonable
reason, the world system systematically distanced itself from her entrenched religious beliefs. Soon, it was scientifically proven that the earth was indeed not flat, but round; and that earth circuited the sun, not vice versa. Roman Catholicism was thus forced to admit that its long-standing official
position relating to both earth and sky was totally erroneous. Well, if the heretofore-highly-respected church was mistaken in its representation of the natural world, what of its views concerning spiritual things? If the church had so misunderstood inanimate objects, then how accurate would be its grasp of human nature? Besides facing pressures arising out of the Protestant Reformation, the Roman Church was challenged about everything it had trusted in for more than a thousand (1000) years; and that by some who dared to question even the existence of God.
Eventually, the Scientific
Revolution negatively impacted the Protestant Movement as well. As the centuries rolled by, people boasting of scientific
reason not only ridiculed church
traditions, they even hurled suspicion upon the
Bible itself! Archeology in that era sprang up partially as an attempt to disprove the Scriptures. Because the biblical record seemed to lack historical and geographical support, many deemed it mostly
mythical in content. However, the work of some, who originally set out to expose the Bible as a mere collection of myths and legends, actually vindicated
its
historical
records and established
its
validity by means of their archeological discoveries in the Middle East.
 
Disappointed by their failed attempts at stifling the Bible testimony by archeology, many atheistic scholars immersed themselves in another science they termed Higher
Criticism. Although they had not discredited the whole
Bible, perhaps they could dull its supernatural edge by supposedly proving that certain
portions of the Bible were not genuine—portions which had to do with scientifically
unexplainable
miracles in the Old and New Testaments. Higher Criticism reasoned by its biases that Israel’s Red Sea crossing actually took place at the much shallower Reed Sea; suggesting that Pharaoh’s army perished in water only a few feet deep (Which would be as great a miracle as that recorded in the Bible!).
It even proclaimed that Moses did not write the first five Old Testament books (even though Jesus Christ—The
Truth
Himself (Mark 12:26; Luke 24:44; John 14:6)—said that he did). In addition, it reasoned that when our Lord walked the earth physical ailments were attributed to demonic
activity, rather than described in scientific terms, because men back then lacked modern scientific knowledge. The proponents of Higher Criticism even insinuated that Jesus Christ Himself was either smitten with that same ignorance, or that He only played along with unscientific
concepts
of
the
times, because people then could not understand disease any other way. It is amazing, however, that when He cast out those figurative demons the people’s sicknesses vanished along with those phantoms. Science or no science, Jesus got the job done!
 
Those monstrous lies, invented by Higher Criticism, had originated sometime after the onset of the Reformation, but I encountered them in the 1970’s, while attending a church college. One history professor informed all of his class that John, Jesus’ cousin, had to convince Jesus that He was the expected Messiah. God’s own Son was obviously not astute enough to be aware of His destiny. According to that church college professor, a man of earth had to open the eyes of the Creator of the universe as to His own identity. It took years for me to unlearn some of the things I was taught there.
 
Those new scientific campaigns gradually gelled together to form European Intellectualism, which found its way into surrounding nations, and gradually encompassed the globe; both positively and negatively affecting every society which it touched. This information will help the reader understand both how and why the modern church has gravitated to the sickness and disease debacle it faces today. It stems from a faulty theology, which is itself based upon a conglomeration of Greek
Gnosticism, Middle-Ages
superstitions, the Scientific
Revolution, European
Intellectualism, man’s Higher
Criticism, Socialism, political
correctness, etc. But, whatever label man may put on it, if it does not line up with the Bible Scripture calls it heresy! Much of today’s church, because of pressure from embarrassment over its superstitious past, has bowed its knees to the world’s ungodly scientific
mentality.
What do I mean by that? About five hundred years ago the world decided to begin making all of its decisions based on what it could see, hear, feel, taste and smell—man’s five physical senses—rather than testing all information against church tradition or the Holy Bible. Only information which came from their scientific labs could be counted as reliable. In those days, the world’s decision was the world’s problem. However, as time elapsed the church yielded to the world’s pressures to conform to that same sense-based system, and decided that it too would live
by
sight (sensory information) rather
than
by
faith—the very opposite of what Paul taught the church in 2 Corinthians 5:7 and Galatians 3:11.
Ironically, those superstitions so tenaciously guarded by the church for more than a millennium, which the scientific community vehemently condemned, had been invested into the church by
the
same
world which later condemned them! The Roman emperor Constantine, back in the early fourth century, endowed the church with Roman
paganism, which he had inherited from ancient Babylon through the empires of Persia and Greece. Later, the fifth century church had to contend with the
barbarian
invasion
of
Rome. Switching into survival mode, Catholicism absorbed many pagan customs and rituals into its religious system, adding to the influence of Greek
Gnosticism already deeply entrenched within their tradition. Moreover, as time marched on the Roman church absorbed many Middle-Eastern
customs as well.
Through the Scientific Revolution, the world changed its position from believing in superstitions instead of the Bible to believing in scientific data instead of the Bible; and in the next few centuries pressured the church into doing the very same. And the church, like
a
lamb
to
the
slaughter, followed suit like it had in earlier times. Having lost its supernatural ability to influence
the
world (because of its gross unbelief), the church instead was influenced
by
the
world. And, by not overcoming
the
world, as it was instructed in Romans 12:21 and 1 John 4:4, the church compromised
with
the
world by assimilating man’s scientific
mentality. Instead of loving
not
this
world, as John had taught in 1 John 2:15-17, even the Protestant churches began to flirt
with
the
world, in order to win its favor and gain social and political prestige.
 
Remember, Protestantism totally rejected divine healing. It removed Deity from the healing business altogether. With God’s system out of the way, sick people were forced to look elsewhere for their health needs. The scientific community, of course, offered them just what they thought they needed. Modern
medical
science
was
born. Because of religion, God’s own people faced the same predicament as the lost. Medical science did allow God to remain in charge of the Christians’ spiritual
needs, but it nursed all of their physical ailments.
 
It would be sad enough if the story ended on that tragic note, but the situation got worse. Not only did God’s church look to the world instead of Him for healing, preachers even perpetuated the belief that Deity afflicted His own covenant people with illness to
test
and
strengthen
their
faith; thereby teaching
that
sickness
originated
in
the
heavens
above, and health
from
the
world
below! Compare that with James 1:17. Is it not strange, however, that preachers, who insist that God makes His own people sick, send their church members to hospitals to procure healing from those very sicknesses He supposedly blessed them with? Rather than their praying to learn Deity’s will about an illness, when such an emergency arises they merely call 911! Theologians who insist that the Savior of the church puts sickness on faithful Christians for mysterious purposes are outright hypocrites, because when they face some personal health crisis they call 911 just like everybody else! Why do they not practice what they preach? Of all people, theologians ought to be honest. We must take all of our arguments out to their logical
biblical
conclusions.
 
Now I must mention some of our own foibles concerning this sickness and healing issue. Satan uses both social and religious confusion to convince people to accept sickness as either an unavoidable necessity, or even a noble gesture on their part before God. In some cases, however, Satan needs neither the world nor religion to keep Christians sick. Even believers engage in activities and lifestyles that are at least unhealthy if not outright dangerous to physical life itself. Of course, the standard culprits are the use of tobacco, alcohol and illicit
drugs. However, as I have already plainly pointed out, legal
drugs are just as illegal before God as illegal ones are in legal law courts. Today, there is a constant stream of public information revealing just how detrimental manmade drugs are to human flesh. God did not intend for man to be poked at, cut on, burned or drugged. When natural human life is no longer capable of successfully casting off allergies, bacteria, viruses and poisons, God expects people to look to Him for restoration of health. Indeed, God wants His people to trust Him at
all
times and in
all
cases to stay
healthy.
Other detriments to good health are gluttony, over
work, lack
of
exercise, illicit
sex, pornography, jealousy, bitterness, and haughtiness. However, the deliberate
neglect of reading, meditating on, confessing and acting on God’s Word is even more hazardous to man’s health than the more-well-known vices. Sins of omission invite illness into one’s life as well as sins of commission. In addition, since man’s words produce either life or death (Proverbs 18:21), confessing sickness all the time is definitely injurious to one’s health.
Moreover, today’s polluted environment produces health problems. The very air we breathe is unhealthy; not only in the big industrial cities, but worldwide. Furthermore, work environments themselves are sometimes prone to engender excessive
nervous
tension, which raises blood pressure and irritability levels. Modern man is slowly killing himself!
 
Satan being the god of this world, and the perpetrator of sickness and infirmity, it is no great surprise if the lost get sick. Moreover, since the world has no covenant promises of physical healing (Ephesians 2:12), it makes sense that they invented their own system; which they have done with some degree of success. Our Savior’s church, however, is a totally different case. Because healing has been an integral part of every covenant God has made with His own (Exodus 15:26; Deuteronomy 7:15; Psalms 103:3-5; Isaiah 53:4-5; Matthew 8:16-17; 1 Peter 2:24), the only way the enemy could make Christians sick was to talk them out of taking advantage of their covenant
rights. And he did just that through pressure from both the world and religion.
I am convinced that the medical profession has its own personal agenda, and therefore has no idea that it is one of Satan’s allies in making and keeping people sick. Since the devil holds sway over the world’s social system, however, it is not unreasonable to think he uses the medical profession to promote his agenda. Read 2 Corinthians 4:4, Ephesians 2:2, James 4:4, 1 John 5:19 and Revelation 12:9.
Religion is also blind to the truth of divine healing, but it has absolutely no excuse for its unbelief, since faith
comes
through
exposure
to
God’s
Word (Romans 10:17). With more Bibles available to more believers today than ever before, so also is faith in God’s willingness and ability to grant life and health to His people more available than in the past. Merely possessing a copy of the Bible, then, renders the possessor thereof excuseless for unbelief. Many preachers know divine healing should be taught in the church today, but they are afraid to challenge the religious status quo! They might lose their position, their reputation, and worst of all their salary. As Francis MacNutt laments, God’s church itself, more than any other entity, has deprived the church of divine healing.
 
Having said all that I have said, I want to finish with this word of wisdom: It is not what one does
without that heals; it is what one does
with that counts! Staying
away
from
the
doctor
does
not
produce
healing. However, the world’s health system is very expensive and often unreliable.
 
In the coming chapters, we will embark on a thoroughly enlightening journey through the Bible, which will leave the reader with absolutely no doubt that God’s will for our lives is perfect physical health. He wants His people to know that there is only one True Savior, and that He is that Savior! He also wants us to learn the truth about the areas of our lives His Saviorship is meant to touch, even this side of heaven. I am looking forward to walking with you on that journey.







CHAPTER
FOUR 
Jesus Christ is the only Savior
Before turning this study in a more positive direction, I want to highlight something from the previous chapter that may have gone unnoticed. Recording the devil’s share of the threefold
conspiracy required scanty space compared to the other two entities. Approximately double the time and space went into our discussion of the shortcomings of the medical system. Nevertheless, the religious
portion of the conspiracy required the most space to cover in detail, and was revealed to be the
most
ridiculous
of
the
three. That is no coincidence. Satan’s agenda is simply to steal, kill and destroy, whereas humankind’s involvement is more complicated. This world’s personal agenda, although not identical with Satan’s plans, blends in so as to camouflage the enemy’s maneuvers in his conspiracy to make and keep people sick. But, the religious involvement is far more difficult to pinpoint, because it uses biblical terms and boasts of representing God in all matters of faith and practice. Through such deception, the devil has persuaded religious people to portray Deity in an erroneous light—a light which in actuality is darkness (Luke 11:35)—in respect to virtually every aspect of heaven’s dealings with mankind. That deception, deepening through the centuries, has totally reversed scriptural truth about God’s intentions. Conclusion: Satan, the medical system and religion (which teaches some weird ideas about sickness and health) reflect the very opposite of God’s will for man; which means Satan, the world and religion are our enemies. See James 4:4.
 
However, ascertaining God’s will by reversing the intents and actions of the devil, the world and religion (accurate as that method is) merely alerts us to Satan’s perverted plans; it does not provide a solid scriptural foundation for positive faith in Deity for healing. We must look to Scripture to learn of God’s plans. The only way to know the truth about God’s will is to discern His character, and the only way to become familiar with His character is to learn about His essence. In other words, we must know who and what Deity is, in order to understand His motives and actions. All such revelation is derived from the Scriptures, for they are God’s own Word about Himself. How better to obtain an accurate picture of the Bible’s Author? However, instead of exploring all about God, I will limit our discussion to His being the
only
Savior.
 
Let us now venture out into an area of biblical
revelation, of which the Body of Christ worldwide has been deprived for centuries. This little glimpse into the Saviorship of Deity will be a most enlightening revelation concerning the subject of sickness
and
healing, which is what this book is all about.
 
Isaiah 43:11 states: “I, even I, am the LORD; and beside
me
there
is
no
saviour.” Next, look at Isaiah 45:21: “. . . there is no God else beside me; a just God and a
Saviour; there
is
none
beside
me.” Finally, in Hosea 13:4, that very same God declared: “. . . I am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but me: for there
is
no
saviour
beside
me.” It takes two
or
more
agreeing
Scriptures that do not disagree with any other clear Scripture to establish any doctrine as valid. So require Numbers 35:30, Deuteronomy 17:6, 19:15, Matthew 18:16, John 8:17, 2 Corinthians 13:1, 1 Timothy 5:19, Hebrews 10:28, etc. The passages in Isaiah and Hosea prove without doubt that there exists no Savior other than the
one
and
only
LORD—JEHOVAH, or YAHWEH. Although some passages do say that God sent saviors (men) to rescue His people Israel (2 Kings 13:5; Nehemiah 9:27), 2 Kings 14:27 and other Scriptures leave no doubt that it was God Himself that “. . . saved them by the hand of . . .” a man.
 
To confirm undoubtedly that God meant exactly what He said about being
the
one
and
only
Savior, He boldly declared in Psalms 33:17: “A
horse
is
a
vain
thing
for
safety: neither
shall
he
deliver
any
by
his
great
strength . . . ;” further assuring us in Psalms 60:11 and 108:12: “. . . vain
is
the
help
of
man.” Furthermore, Psalms 127:1 asserts: “Except
the
LORD
build
the
house, they labor in vain that build it: except
the
LORD
keep
the
city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” See Isaiah 30:7 and Jeremiah 10:2-3 as well.
 
Relating to our primary topic, Jeremiah 46:11 states: “. . . in
vain
shalt
thou
use
many [earth-derived] medicines; for
thou
shalt
not
be
cured.”
Finally, Jeremiah 8:22 asks: “Is there no balm [medicine] in Gilead; is there no physician [resident] there? why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered?”
 
Paul also wrote on the issue of people’s inability to meet other people’s needs. Colossians 2:8 says: “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition
of
men, after the rudiments
of
the
world, and not
after
Christ.” This passage definitely proves that the ideas of the world or any other entity outside Christ are detrimental to one’s welfare, including his or her physical health. There is nothing in that passage to suggest that it pertains only to spiritual things. Let us permit Scripture to speak for itself. Regarding every area of this life, the concepts and practices of both the world and religion are harmful to God’s people!
Paul demanded of young Timothy (who represented true church leadership): “. . . keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane
and
vain
babblings [talk lacking any godly character], and oppositions
of
science falsely so called: Which some professing have erred concerning the faith (1 Timothy 6:20-21).” Scriptural
faith and true
science not only are compatible, they even complement
each
other. Manmade
faith and invalid
science, on the other hand, are mere forms of knowledge that oppose
God’s
Word and claim to be above heavenly information. Modern medical and pharmaceutical institutions do just that. Challenging God’s Word, however, only invites God’s judgment upon the challengers!
 
Psalms 118:8-9 affirms: “It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.
It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence [even] in princes [who tend to have more authority than do ordinary men].” Psalms 146:3, however, is more to the point, not only suggesting the right choice, but commanding: “Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of [any ordinary] man [who would be in the same predicament as the prince], in
whom
there
is
no
help.” How much help did Deity say was inherent in man? None! If that statement referred only to things spiritual Scripture would have told us. But, since that passage contains no qualifiers, it must mean exactly what it says: Trust no human to meet any of your needs. No one has any right to assign meanings to original Hebrew and Greek words that are not inherent in those original words. However, religious systems and people have assumed
the
privileged
right
to
twist
scriptural
terms to supposedly back what their peculiar doctrines teach. When it is convenient for their purposes a particular word all of a sudden takes on some spiritual
connotation; if not, the word stands as it is. But, all will give an account to Deity for any mistreatment of His Written Word! See John 12:48.
 
Another witness that not man but Deity does the saving is Psalms 44:3: “For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm save them: but thy [God’s] right
hand, and thine arm . . .” Lamentations 4:17 makes it clear that even looking to entire nations of men for safety is futile: “As for us, our eyes as yet failed for our vain help: in [all] our watching we have watched for a
nation that could
not save us.” Hosea 14:3 concurs: “Asshur [a heathen nation] shall not save us; [so] we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for in thee [God] the fatherless findeth mercy.” In Hosea 1:7, God said: “. . . I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save them by
the
LORD
their
God, and will not save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor
by
horsemen.” Still another testimony is Psalms 33:16: “There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: a mighty man is not delivered by much [natural] strength.” The Almighty alone is able to save. “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends [nations] of the earth: for I [alone] am God, and there is none else (Isaiah 45:22).” Thus, not only Israel was expected to trust in God for salvation, the whole world was called to faith and obedience, and will be judged for any negative response to God’s command.
 
The very fact that a human being needs help shows that he or she cannot actually help him or herself. Man may put to use things and services that are presently available, but when those resources fail one must look for the restoration of such resources. That is when other people come on stage in the never-ending
quest to fulfill needs. Website, TV, radio, billboard, magazine, and other forms of advertisements are claims made by individuals or groups of people to be able to meet the needs of other people. Nevertheless, since they are human too, then they have needs as well; and are therefore essentially in
the
same
needy
boat with other needy people. In actuality, the primary purpose of those ads is to attract the business of needy people, so that the needs of the ones doing the advertising will be met through their business. In truth, they may be able to repair your automobile, dye your hair and serve you a hot, fast-food meal; but they could not achieve even that much if Deity had not given them breath! Look at Daniel 5:23. Not only that, almost everything in our lives depends upon the seed
principle, which the Creator of the universe instituted in the very beginning; and which we simply cannot live without, even in these modern times!
 
Isaiah 40:17 is Jehovah’s evaluation of the world’s entire population: “All nations before him are
as
nothing; and they are counted to him less
than
nothing, and vanity.” Trusting in large numbers of people for help, then, instead of solving one’s problems actually multiplies them. Since each person is needy by reason of being human, then multiplying people merely multiplies the neediness. You will better understand that basic principle by contemplating the woes of people in the Gulf Coast region of the United States, even years (as I write) after the Katrina hurricane catastrophe of 2005. The government on every level, to which many people looked for help, miserably failed to meet those needs. Many churches, however, came to their rescue; and that Johnny-on-the-spot! “Yes but, do not churches as well as governments consist of people?” you may ask. Having ousted the one true God from their every infrastructure (as the United States has done in large part), governments are just people acting independent of God. Thus, governments are often more hassle than help! Obedient Christians, on the other hand, are representatives of Almighty God, empowered
by
Him, and therefore can and do minister much-needed help. Without God’s intervention, all human endeavors sooner or later turn sour.
 
The English words translated save and savior appearing in the passages I either spelled out in full or referred to on page sixty-four were translated from the very same Hebrew word—number 3467 in Strong’s Dictionary. It is the Hebrew term Yasha, which is the root of Yeshua—Jesus! That is no mere coincidence. References to the Messiah being the very Jehovah of the Old Testament are scattered throughout the Old Testament Scriptures. In Psalms 60:5, one man uttered a plea unto Almighty God to: “. . . save with thy
right
hand . . .” God’s
right
hand
is
part
of
Himself just as your right hand is a part of you. Thus, you will soon see that in Old Testament prophecy the phrase right
hand refers to Christ—God’s right hand Man. Of course, it takes the Father, the Word (Jesus) and the Holy Spirit to make up the complete Godhead!
 
The first reference I found concerning God’s saving
right
hand is Exodus 15:6: “Thy
right
hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power: thy
right
hand, O LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy.” See Exodus 15:1-19. The revelation that Christ
is
God’s
right
hand continues in the Psalms. Refer to Psalms 16:7-11 and 20:6. Remember, Psalms 44:3 said that God’s
right
hand saved the nation of Israel. That is another reference to the pre-incarnate
Christ. Also see Psalms 48:10, 89:13, 98:1, 110:1-2, 118:16 and 139:10.
 
Isaiah’s account also refers to Jesus Christ. Isaiah 41:10 instructed the people: “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the
right
hand
of
my
righteousness.” Allow me to connect those references to Jesus Christ found in Isaiah 41:10, 48:12-13, John 1:1-3, 14, 1 Corinthians 1:30, Ephesians 3:9, Colossians 1:16 and Hebrews 1:2, 11:3. “. . . I will uphold thee with the
right
hand
of
my
righteousness.” “. . . I
am
he; I
am
the
first, I
also
am
the
last. Mine
hand also hath laid
the
foundation
of
the
earth, and my
right
hand hath spanned
the
heavens . . .” “. . . and the Word was God [and] All
things
were
made
by
him.” “And the Word [God] was
made
flesh.” “. . . Christ
Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness . . .” “. . . God, who created
all
things
by
Jesus
Christ . . .” “For by
him [the Christ] were
all
things
created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be [are] thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers . . .” “[God] Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his
Son . . . by
whom
also
he [God] made
the
worlds . . .” “Through faith we understand that the
worlds
were
framed
by
the
word
of
God [Christ].” In these passages, the two terms right
hand and righteousness refer to Jesus Christ—God’s Son. Moreover, the creation of the universe and all things therein are ascribed to His pre-incarnate activities. Isaiah 51:9-10 is one more reference to the pre-incarnate exploits of the promised Messiah.
 
Focusing on the New Testament, Matthew 26:64 informs us that: “Jesus saith . . . Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting
on
the
right
hand
of
Power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” Of course, Jesus first had to be exalted to such a high and lofty place before He could descend back to the earth. Mark 16:19 says: “So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right
hand
of
God.” Note Peter’s comment in Acts 5:31: “Him [Jesus Christ] hath God exalted with
his
right
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour . . .” Farther over in Acts, Stephen the deacon/preacher saw Jesus standing at Deity’s right
hand. Acts 7:55-56 says: “But he [Stephen], being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the
right
hand of God, And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right
hand of God.”
 
New Testament Scriptures placing Jesus at God’s right hand outnumber Old Testament prophecies pertaining to it. Romans 8:34: “. . . Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again . . . is even at
the
right
hand
of
God . . .” Ephesians 1:20 is another passage announcing that God “. . . raised him [Jesus Christ] from the dead, and set
him
at
his
own
right
hand . . .” Colossians 3:1 adds to the long list: “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek [for] those things which are above, where Christ
sitteth
on
the
right
hand
of
God.” Hebrews 1:3 continues to testify that the Christ: “. . . being the brightness of his [God’s] glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat
down
on
the
right
hand
of
the
Majesty
on
high . . .” Hebrews 1:13 combines previous prophecy with present fulfillment: “But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit
on
my
right
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?” Again, Hebrews 8:1 says that, “We have such an high priest, who is set
on
the
right
hand
of
the
throne
of
the
Majesty
in
the
heavens . . .” Hebrews 10:12 goes on to tell us why and how our Savior inherited such a place of honor: “But this man [Jesus], after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat
down
on
the
right
hand
of
God . . .” Hebrews 12:2 further announces: “[Jesus Christ] for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
set
down
at
the
right
hand
of
the
throne
of
God.” Finally, 1 Peter 3:22 proclaims of Jesus Christ that, He “. . . is gone into heaven, and is [seated] on
the
right
hand
of
God; angels and authorities and [all] powers being made subject unto him.” Remember as well that Ephesians 2:6 says we believers are joined unto Christ, who is Himself seated at
God’s
own
right
hand in the heavens (Ephesians 1:20); meaning that all evil spirits are as subject to Christians as they are to Christ! It is interesting that in Revelation 1:16-20, the churches are held in
Jesus’ right
hand, revealing that the Body of Christ is now His right hand in His exploits upon the earth.
 
I am now ready to serve the actual meat of this chapter. All of the foregoing material serves as an introduction to my primary point, which is indicated within the chapter title. In the Old Testament Scriptures, Christ’s equivalence with the Jehovah
of
the
Old
Covenant was at least strongly hinted at. New Testament writings, however, leave absolutely no room for doubt that Jesus Christ was accredited as being just as much the Savior as the Father. Thus, there being only one Savior, Christ being that Savior, then He must be the same Savior Isaiah and Hosea wrote about. Although the Father and the Son are different
persons, they are the same Savior! The only Savior of the Old Testament and the only Savior of the New are not two different saviors; they are one and the same Savior! In John 10:30, Jesus stated: “I and my Father are one.” It is sad that at
least
one
whole
denomination has misunderstood and misinterpreted those words escaping the Savior’s lips. Other Scriptures prove beyond doubt that the Lord did not say He and His Father were the same person, but that they were singular
in
mission
and
purpose. In John 14:9-10, the Lord cleared up any misconception about His statement in John 10:30, saying: “. . . he that hath seen me hath [also] seen the Father [in full action] . . . ,” because: “. . . the
Father
that
dwelleth
in
me, he
doeth
the
works.” Such works included healing sick people and casting out demons; about which Jesus said: “. . . I cast out devils [demons] by the Spirit of God (Matthew 12:28) . . .” Thus, not only was Jesus’ Father involved in His ministry, so also was the Holy
Spirit, Who is God (Acts 5:3-4)! In John 14:28, Christ said: “. . . my Father is greater than I [referring to his humanity].” Believers
are
to
become
one
in
the
very
same
sense
He
and
His
Father
are
one! Study carefully John 17:22.
The New Testament designates both the Father and Son as Savior. Luke 1:47 records Mary’s response to her cousin Elizabeth’s greeting: “And my spirit hath rejoiced in God
my
Saviour.” However, in verse fifty-one, Mary further rejoicing said: “He [her Savior] hath showed strength with
his
arm . . . ,” referring to Jesus Christ. In Paul’s greeting to Timothy in 1 Timothy 1:1, he stated: “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God
our
Saviour, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ . . . ;” further testifying in 1 Timothy 4:10: “. . . we trust in the living God, who
is
the
Saviour of all men . . .” In Titus 1:3, Paul again acknowledged the Father as Savior: “But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God
our
Saviour . . .” In Titus 2:10, the apostle enjoined believers to “. . . adorn the doctrine of God
our
Saviour in all things.” In Titus 3:4, he said: “But after that the kindness and love of God
our
Saviour toward man appeared . . .” The kindness and love of God, of course, refers to Jesus Christ. Jude 25 says: “To the
only
wise
God
our
Saviour, be glory . . .”
 
Now for those Scriptures that designate Jesus as Savior. John recorded the reaction of some of the men of Samaria, to whom the woman at the well witnessed concerning “. . . a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ (John 4:29)?” “And [then all those men] said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the
Saviour of the world (John 4:42).” As I mentioned before, Acts 5:31 states: “Him [Jesus] hath God exalted with
his
right
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour . . .” Then Paul, in Acts 13:23, continued the same theme. “Of this man’s seed [speaking of King David] hath God according to his promise raised
unto
Israel
a
Saviour, Jesus . . .” In Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians, the apostle became more specific, saying: “For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head
of
the
church: and he [Christ] is the
saviour
of
the
body (Ephesians 5:23).” In Philippians 3:20, Paul declared: “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ . . .” Second Timothy 1:10 offers yet another witness: “But [God’s grace] is now made manifest by the appearing of our
Saviour
Jesus
Christ . . .” In Titus 1:4, Paul again referred to “. . . the
Lord
Jesus
Christ
our
Saviour.” But now, listen to Paul in Titus 2:13: “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great
God
and
our
Saviour
Jesus
Christ . . .” Some English versions word this passage in such a way as to call Jesus both God and Savior, which in truth Jesus was and is. Titus 3:6 once again entitled the Lord, “Jesus
Christ
our
Saviour . . .”
The apostle Peter also became involved in expressing the divine identity and function of this God-Man. In 2 Peter 1:1, he wrote: “Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our
Saviour
Jesus
Christ . . .” In 2 Peter 1:11, Peter once again referred to Jesus as “our
Lord
and
Saviour
Jesus
Christ.” In 2 Peter 2:20, he stated: “For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the
Lord
and
Saviour
Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.” When he urged in 2 Peter 3:2, “That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the
Lord
and
Saviour . . . ,” Peter was again obviously speaking of Jesus Christ. Second Peter 3:18 also labeled Jesus Christ as Savior. “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus
Christ . . .” No doubt, Christ is Savior as much as the Father!
 
The apostle John put the subject in a scriptural nutshell by testifying this in 1 John 4:14: “And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.” So, God’s Son, Jesus Christ, was in actuality the New Testament manifestation of the Old Testament Savior.







CHAPTER
FIVE 
Jesus accomplished one salvation
If the declaration that there exists in the entire universe only
one
Savior devastates this world’s religions, what effect will the proclamation that the only Savior saved our spirits, souls and
bodies have upon the religious belief that focuses primarily on the spiritual
portion of God’s redemption plan, deemphasizing bodily healing as an accomplishment of His redemptive work? In the face of centuries of contending that Christ’s experiences on the cross touched only our spiritual needs, I point out in this chapter how Christendom at large has sold itself woefully short of its available blessings by its limited
traditional
views of biblical salvation.
Whether or not anyone has ever brought this subject to the church’s attention, I want to delve into the reality that if there is only one Savior, it stands to reason that there must exist only one salvation! If, according to Isaiah 43:11, 45:21 and Hosea 13:4, there is only one Savior, then there can be no salvation other than what that one Savior accomplished. Whatever God does not provide simply does not exist. There
is
no
such
thing, then, as
salvation
outside
that
one
and
only
Savior! See Jonah 2:8-9. If a man could gain salvation from any source other than the Almighty, then the biblical Savior would not be the only
Savior, and the declarations in Isaiah and Hosea would be mere empty words.
 
The Greek word rendered salvation is sooteeria, number 4991 in Strong’s Dictionary, which is derived from its Greek root soozoo (Strong’s 4982), and means deliverance from all material and temporal
dangers, as well as from spiritual and eternal
threats. This chapter unveils the fact that sooteeria (salvation) is used in numerous instances of Jesus healing sick people! Sooteer (Strong’s 4990), one form of that family of Greek words, signifies savior. Thus, whenever our Savior (sooteer) saves (soozoo), the result is salvation (sooteeria).
A little study to get below the traditional surface of most English Bible versions gleans the revelation that not only is supernatural healing of our bodies a part of Jesus’ salvation mission, it also unveils the fact that bodily
salvation cannot be gained by any other means. As I mentioned earlier, there
are
only
two
streams
of
physical
health: What God built into man at creation, and what our Lord wrought in His sacrifice on the cross—received by faith, confession and obedience.
Thus, there exists only natural and supernatural healing. Medical
aid
operates
within
this
natural
realm. It cannot rise above its natural limitations. The medical profession cannot in any way produce supernatural results! By the same rule, God’s supernatural works are never dependent upon man’s natural
means or methods. Those two spheres of activity are totally separated from one another. The water in the Jordan River had nothing to do with Naaman’s healing (2 Kings 5); it was his total obedience that made the difference. He was healed by taking that seventh
dip, as Elisha had instructed. Another example: There was absolutely no physical contact whatever between the Lord Jesus Christ and the paralyzed but suffering servant of the centurion; the young man was healed supernaturally: “The centurion answered and said . . . speak
the
word [which is spiritual—John 6:63] only, and my servant shall be healed [in body].” See Matthew 8:5-14.
 
With Adam’s fall, man’s natural healing processes began to deteriorate; being gradual at first, as observed in human longevity during the first few millennia. It took centuries for mankind to learn how to die early, but he finally succeeded. The curses resulting from sin took heavier and heavier tolls upon human flesh as man’s history unfolded. Sickness and disease eventually became the accepted norm for humanity. History records widespread and vicious plagues on virtually every continent of the planet, slaying multiplied millions of its inhabitants over the millennia. When God’s supernatural
Savior (Jesus Christ) appeared in Israel about two thousand (2000) years ago, His covenant people had become slaves to the curses due to disobedience. Remember, Deity promised those people that if they consistently obeyed Him He would remove their every sickness. Read Exodus 15:26, 23:25 and Deuteronomy 7:15. Even under the Old Testament, the
only
Savior had made provision for His people to enjoy physical
health on a daily basis. However, upon His arrival on earth, what the Lord Jesus Christ found among the Jews was a lot of Deuteronomy 28:15-68. Since the
only
Savior visited this world primarily to reverse the progress of sin and its curses, His healing of the sick was obviously a part of that purpose. However, I will show from Scripture that healing is not only considered healing, but salvation of the physical body!
 
Now I want to peel off a few of those layers
of
tradition, which most Bible translators have piled on the four gospels. You will shortly begin to see gospel truth that for centuries has been hidden from the church, simply because the Bible translators capitulated
to
religious
pressure; taking liberties in translation which resulted in the misrepresentation of the full purpose of Jesus’ ministry on earth. Be aware that I am neither denouncing the Scriptures nor suggesting that the translators necessarily conspired to conceal that truth; I am only pointing out how some essential revelation about God’s health plan got brushed aside in most English translations. Neither have I found any modern
versions that bring out the original meanings of the Greek words appearing in the older manuscripts. (Incidentally, in most cases, the more liberally translators translate, the
farther
they
stray from the original communication of the biblical authors. That is why I prefer to stick with the more literal Bible translations. Some Bible versions, however, either render correctly the words I speak of, or at least point out in the footnote sections the original meanings of those words. I will shortly point out a few.)
 
Now let me begin the process of peeling off some of those religious traditions. We will first examine Matthew 9:20-22: “And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood [internal bleeding] twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his [Christ’s] garment: For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall
be
whole. But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made
thee
whole [in body]. And the woman was made
whole from that hour.” Now the woman, Jesus and Matthew were quite consistent in their wording (be whole, or made whole), but the
translators
failed
to
translate
the
Greek
word
accurately. The two English words made
whole are translated from one Greek word—soozoo—in all three instances in this passage.
 
Does the English translation actually make a difference? You bet it does! If the Greek text had stated that the woman was healed (using the Greek words iaoomai or therapeuoo), then we might view her healing as a mere act of mercy on Jesus’ part; being
unrelated
to
His
mission
of
saving
the
lost. However, because the sick woman, Jesus and Matthew all consistently used the term soozoo, which elsewhere means to
save, then its meaning here is just the same. The woman was saved
in
her
body! Notice how this truth is brought out in Young’s Literal Translation of the Bible. Matthew 9:20-22 records: “. . . and lo a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, having come to him behind, did touch the fringe of his [the Messiah’s] garments, for she said within herself, ‘If only I may touch his garment, I
shall
be
saved.’ And Jesus having turned about, and having seen her, said, ‘Be of good courage, daughter, [because] thy faith hath
saved
thee,’ and the woman was
saved from that hour.” There are also some Greek/English interlinear New Testaments which bring out the truth I just unveiled in this paragraph.
 
Literal translations may not flow as smoothly as modern versions, or be as poetical in their communication of God’s Word. But, most of them are more accurate, and accurate is much more authoritative than smooth. Paraphrases usually communicate the
translator’s
idea of what the author might have meant! Gaining the literal rendering of Scripture gives me the understanding I need to get in line with God’s will.
 
Next, let us look at Mark 5:22-23 in Young’s translation: “. . . and lo [behold], there doth come one of the chiefs of the synagogue, by name Jairus, and having seen him [Christ], he doth fall at his feet, and he was calling upon him much, saying—‘My [young] daughter is at the last extremity—that having come, thou mayest lay on her thy hands, so that she may
be
saved, and she shall live . . .’” In asking Jesus to save his daughter, Jairus
meant
not
the
salvation
of
her
soul (the common meaning of salvation in religious circles today), but instead the restoration of her physical life and health. That totals two incidents using the Greek word soozoo to express Jesus’ ministry of saving
human
bodies. You will remember that, in
the
mouth
of
two
or
three
witnesses must every word be established. If two gets the job done, what about twenty? Yes, I found that many! Mark used the same Greek word as Matthew to communicate what the woman with the issue of blood said about her case: “. . . she said—‘If even his [Jesus’] garments I may touch, I shall be
saved (Mark 5:28—YLT) . . .” Jesus said in Mark 5:34 (YLT), just as He spoke in Matthew 9:22: “Daughter, thy faith hath
saved thee . . .” However, the Savior added here: “. . . go away in peace, and be
whole
from
thy
plague [her prolonged physical illness] . . .” In the original
Greek
manuscripts, Mark proved that the Lord’s ministry to human
bodies was counted part of His salvation
package.
 
So far I have only mentioned cases involving individuals, but in Mark 6:56 we find that Jesus considered healing the multitudes as part of God’s redemption plan as well. “. . . and wherever he was going, to villages, or cities, or fields, in the market-places they were laying the
infirm, and were calling upon him, that they may touch if it were but the fringe of his garment, and as
many
as
were
touching
him
were
saved (YLT).” In that multitude of people, there must have been all kinds of diseases and infirmities, and Mark said that being healed of all such illnesses was being
saved! Greek/English interlinear New Testaments bear out the fact that soozoo is the word used in the Greek manuscripts. Bible dictionaries also confirm that reality. It is of utmost importance how the original manuscripts are translated.
 
Regarding the case of one blind man receiving his sight, Mark 10:52 tells us in the King James Version: “And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made
thee
whole. And immediately he received his sight . . .” However, Young’s translation of Mark 10:52 states: “. . . Jesus said to him, ‘Go, thy faith hath
saved
thee:’ and immediately he saw again . . .”
Luke followed the same pattern. (I will not spell out both versions in every case. You can compare Young’s rendering in this book with the King James Version and all others for yourself. I also highly recommend that you consult a good Bible dictionary regarding the words I emphasized in these passages.) Luke 8:36 (YLT) states: “. . . and those also having seen it, told them how the demoniac was saved [from being demon possessed].” Luke 8:48 (YLT) is one more account of the woman suffering from internal bleeding. “[Jesus] said to her, ‘Take courage, daughter, thy faith hath saved thee . . .’” Luke added other important details to the incident involving Jairus’ daughter. Luke 8:50 in (YLT): “. . . Jesus having heard [that she was dead already], answered him, saying, ‘Be not afraid, only believe, and she shall be saved.’” Luke 17:19 (YLT) adds this to the list of infirmities, the healing of which was termed salvation: “. . . and he said to him, ‘Having risen, be going on, thy faith hath saved thee.’” This incident refers to the one leper out of ten, whom the Lord had healed, who returned to worship Him. Christ called deliverance from the dreaded disease of leprosy being saved. I imagine the former leper counted such deliverance salvation as well. Luke also recorded the case of Christ restoring one blind man’s sight, calling his healing salvation. Luke 18:42 states: “And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: [for] thy faith hath saved thee . . .” Although this is the King James rendering, tradition has purposely ignored its bodily
salvation significance.
 
Up to now I have revealed how Matthew, Mark and Luke evaluated the restoration of people to bodily health; they all saw healing as salvation. John also utilized the term soozoo in a similar way. In YLT, John 11:11-13 announces: “. . . and after this he saith to them, ‘Lazarus our friend hath fallen asleep, but I go on that I may awake him;’ therefore said his disciples, ‘Sir, if he hath fallen asleep, he will be saved;’ but Jesus had spoken about his death, but they thought that about the repose of sleep he speaketh.” The disciples’ use of this word reveals that in their day soozoo was not restricted to the narrow meaning it is given in many churches today. They were saying that sleep was a natural sign that Lazarus was on his way to recovery; he would soon become well. Neither super-educated theologians nor anyone else has the right to force
upon
Scripture the meanings these words have taken on in modern times. The obvious fact that such has happened, however, at least partially explains why much of the church has cheated itself out of untold blessings.
 
The prefix dia was sometimes added to soozoo to create a word more intensive in meaning. Matthew 14:35-36 (YLT) is one such case: “. . . and having recognized him, the men of that place sent forth to all [in] that region round about, and they brought to him all who were [sick], and were calling on him that they might only touch the fringe of his garment, and as many as did touch were saved.” The basic meaning of this form of the word is to bring
safely
through, or more literally, to
save
thoroughly. That tells me that in order to be thoroughly saved I must be saved (or healed) in my body as well as in my soul and spirit. Jesus wants well-being within our whole
being. Luke 7:2-3 provides still another example: “. . . and a certain centurion’s servant being ill, was about to die, who was much valued by him, and having heard about Jesus, he sent unto him elders of the Jews, beseeching him [the Lord], that having come he might thoroughly
save his servant (YLT).” Verse seven reveals that the centurion spoke of the bodily healing of that servant; which indeed occurred, according to verse ten. In other passages, diasoozoo denotes deliverance from drowning, etc.; as in Acts chapter twenty-seven. See number 1295 in Strong’s Dictionary.
 
Although we now perceive that many less-than-accurate translations have hidden from the Body of Christ some very essential truths about full scriptural salvation, we have not yet even scratched the surface of that revelation. Some may contend that the Scriptures I have quoted so far, being from the gospels and not the New Testament epistles, cannot in a true sense establish valid New Testament doctrine. Such a flimsy argument, however, will falter fast as we consider the account of Acts; to which we now turn. Acts chapters three and four hold the essential key to scriptural understanding of the reality I am presenting here. However, once again we have to search below the surface of English translations, in order to discover the true biblical view of salvation.
 
Acts chapter three tells about Peter and John going up to the temple to pray, and of a major event that occurred on the way. They met a lame (xoolos—Strong’s 5560) man, who begged them for money. Peter, being a little short of cash at the time, granted him a much greater gift. Acts 3:6: “Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.” Verses seven through eleven record exactly what happened next: “And he [Peter] took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his
feet
and
ankle
bones
received
strength. And he leaping
up
stood, and
walked, and entered with [the two] into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. And all the people saw him walking and praising God: And they knew that it was he which [had] sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled with wonder
and
amazement at that [healing,] which had happened unto him. And as the [previously] lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon’s, greatly
wondering.” In verse twelve, Peter made it clear that something had happened in the man’s physical body, not in his soul. “. . . Peter . . . answered . . . , Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or [personal] holiness we had made
this
man
to
walk?” He then used the occasion to preach Christ to the growing crowd. In Acts 3:16, he explained: “And his [Jesus’] name through faith in his name hath made
this
man
strong [in body], whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by [Christ] hath
given [the lame man] this
perfect
soundness in the presence of you all.” The expression perfect
soundness springs from the Greek word holokleerian (3647 in Strong’s Dictionary); meaning to be complete
in
every
part; sound in body; entire; whole. Thus, the miracle occurring in the lame man manifested in his body, not in his spirit!
The rest of chapter three continues Peter’s sermon to the wondering crowd. Chapter four ushers the religious leaders onto the scene, who became indignant over the fact that the apostles were proclaiming the resurrection of Jesus Christ, whom they had recently crucified. To demonstrate just how marvelously Jesus works, in spite of the fact that Peter and John were jailed, a couple thousand (2000) believers were added to the growing church. Even persecution cannot halt a genuine move of God.
 
Now let us get to the meat of this chapter of the book. In Acts 4:7 we see the apostles on trial the very next day. “And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have ye done this?” What had the apostles done? Acts 4:9 is Peter’s answer: “If we this day be examined [pertaining to] the good
deed done to the impotent man, by what means he is made
whole . . .” What Greek word did Luke use to quote Peter; which is rendered made
whole in nearly every English New Testament? Soozoo! Does that really make a difference? YES! Robert Young (not the olden-days movie actor) translated the word correctly. Acts 4:9-10 in YLT: “. . . if we to-day are examined concerning the good
deed to the ailing
man, by whom he hath
been
saved, be it known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye did crucify, whom God did raise out of the dead, in him hath this one stood by before you whole.” Now, that last word in verse ten (the one rendered whole) is the Greek word hugiees, which means whole, healthy, well and sound in body. It is 5199 in Strong’s Dictionary. Peter evidently wanted those members of the Sanhedrin to know it was the
power
of
the
resurrected
Christ that changed that lame man’s life, and Luke wanted the reader to understand that the miracle in the man’s body was salvation
manifested
in
his
flesh.
 
I led you through Acts chapter three to establish the fact that the beggar was truly infirm
in
his
body, and that what
Peter
and
John
ministered
to
him
concerned
his
body, not
his
spirit. Of course, I am quite sure such a wonderful blessing affected the man’s spirit, but the context deals only with the physical aspect of his being. Of all that was said about that lame man, not one word was mentioned regarding his sins, forgiveness or the new birth. It was all about the restoration of the man’s physical body; which in the Greek was called salvation. I want to drive that point home.
What Acts four establishes is the reality that both Luke and Peter considered the lame man’s healing as salvation
in
his
physical
body, and that Jesus is the only source of such miraculous salvation
of
human
flesh. Religious teachers, as well as many Bible translators, have successfully kept that truth hidden from the Lord’s church. But, we must be true to biblical reality. There is only one Savior for man’s spirit, soul and body!
 
After making it clear in verse eleven that the very stone which the official builders had rejected had been appointed by Deity to be the
means
of humanity’s redemption, in verse twelve Peter revealed that that salvation included our body as well as our spirit. Acts 4:12: “Neither
is
there
salvation
in
any
other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we
must
be
saved.” Remember, even here Peter was responding to the religious leaders’ question: “By what power, or by what name, have ye done this (Acts 4:7)?” What the apostles had done for that lame man was to save
his
body. We have no right to read into Scripture some limited
theological
significance of the word salvation, when it obviously means much more than religious tradition allows. Both Peter and Luke (the writer of Acts) were well aware of the standard usage of every word they penned within those quoted passages. I am not suggesting that Peter’s statement excluded man’s spirit from the salvation he referred to here, but it is evident within the original wording of Acts 4:12, as well as surrounding verses, that God included the physical body in His redemption plan; not as some unimportant side issue, but as an essential redemptive reality!
If Peter possessed no divine right to leap from one set of ideas to totally different ones in his exposition of truth, then neither do we have the right to make such a leap for him. In other words, since Peter was talking about one thing in Acts 4:12, we have no right to suggest that he meant something entirely different. Let us not assume that Peter’s statement about salvation was limited to the human spirit when Peter did not. Since the apostle claimed that man’s physical body was a recipient of God’s salvation, then we must agree.
 
Let us minutely examine Acts 4:12, in order to grasp the significance of every phrase. When Peter stated, “Neither
is
there
salvation
in
any
other . . . ,” he was not introducing a new subject. He was continuing to answer that original question concerning the healing of the sick man. However, even more significant than his announcement that the healing of that man’s body was salvation, he claimed that all such healing miracles could be granted by no other than the risen Savior Himself: “Neither is there salvation [for the physical body] in any other [than Christ] . . .” That obviously puts salvation in a whole new light—a blessed reality obscured from our view by religious
tradition and many Bible
translations. Yet, Peter did not stop there. He went on to say: “. . . there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” Again, Peter made it clear that upon earth there was only one Savior Who could miraculously heal (save) human bodies. There is no other name under
heaven . . . That simply means that we do not have to wait until we get to heaven to enjoy that part of our salvation! Both the Savior and bodily salvation have already been invested into humankind. That means salvation for the body may be received just as freely as salvation for the soul; which is good news indeed!
However, the last phrase of verse twelve makes the most astounding statement of all: “. . . whereby we must be saved.” Remember, being
saved in this verse refers to man’s bodily healing. The Greek word which is rendered must is dei. The definition of that word is a very long and instructive one. Of course, it means must, just as it appears here. However, the word also signifies: To be necessary
by
the
nature
of
things; an
unavoidable, urgent, compulsory
necessity. What does all of that mean for believers? The Lord used the same word in Luke 13:16 to explain why some Jewish woman who could not previously walk upright was
healed
on
the
Sabbath
day. The Savior reasoned that because she was a daughter (and therefore an heiress) of Abraham, she must
of
necessity—by
the
very
nature
of her covenant with God—be healed. It was an unavoidable, urgent
compulsory
necessity. It had to be!
 
Lest the reader be tempted to think I have merely pulled out an incident that stands alone, I want to proceed further in the book of Acts. Remember that Acts is inspired
church
history. It is as New Testament as any of the epistles in that sacred volume. Acts 14:8-10 states: “And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent
in
his
feet, being a
cripple from his mother’s womb [a birth defect], who
never
had
walked: The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to
be
healed, Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he [that crippled man] leaped [up] and walked.” Was there within those verses any reference to repentance or forgiveness of sins? What did the man do? He physically leaped and walked; which activity he had never enjoyed before. I must settle that matter right up front. But, now look at Young’s translation of Acts 14:8-10: “And a certain [heathen] man in Lystra, impotent in the feet, was sitting, being
lame from the womb of his mother—who
never
had
walked, this [person] was hearing Paul speaking, who, having stedfastly beheld him [that crippled man], and having
seen
that
he
hath
faith
to
be
saved [soozoo], said [to him] with a loud voice, ‘Stand up on thy feet upright;’ and he was springing and walking . . .” Can you see the difference in outcome when translators properly handle those original languages, instead of compromising the biblical message for the purpose of being religiously
correct? What other possible reason could those translators give? This incident provides one more testimony that people in those days saw salvation as all-inclusive—not meant for the souls of men only. Again, the Bible calls physical healing salvation. Religious patrons have for centuries denied the healing portion of redemption, but God definitely included everything in one package!
I cannot overemphasize this biblical
truth. Since the man received faith
to
be
saved (Acts 14:9)—faith
coming
only
by
hearing
God’s
Word (Romans 10:17)—and because salvation
affected
that
man’s
body, then Paul must have included in his message to those heathen in Lystra the good news that they could be saved
in
their
bodies as well as their souls by trusting in Jesus’ sacrifice. His broken body and shed blood covered it all! This revelation is an issue all honest believers must deal with. It cannot be lightly dismissed!
 
James 5:14-16 was also translated correctly, but since it and Luke 18:42 are exceptions, their scriptural significance has been swept aside by still other religious excuses; which I will later treat in detail. Had the pertinent gospel passages along with Acts 4:9 and 14:9 been correctly translated, then Luke 18:42 and James 5:14-16 as well would have made an impact upon the church’s view of supernatural healing.
 
Besides Acts 4:9-12, the Scripture passage that has the greatest bearing on this subject is Ephesians 5:23: “For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head
of
the
church: and he is the
saviour
of
the
body.” I, like many others, used to think that statement referred to the church in a merely mystical
sense. Born-again souls comprised the Body of Christ; it was not referring to the physical bodies of Christians. I believed that lie for many years, until one day I happened upon 1 Corinthians 6:15. “Know
ye
not
that
your
bodies
are
the [virtual] members
of
Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.” The context shows that Paul referred to physical fornication here. Thus, the apostle was speaking of the actual bodies of believers; and no theological deception can successfully explain away that biblical reality.
Not only that, the context of Ephesians 5:22-33 requires that we admit Paul spoke of human flesh as well as spirit. Must the Christian wife submit to her husband in spiritual matters only, or did Paul imply more? In verse twenty-eight Paul stated: “So ought men to love their wives as
their
own
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.” Did he mean that the husband was to take care of his wife’s spirit to the neglect of her body? Whatever harms the person close to us harms us as well, whether in a spiritual or physical sense. Verse twenty-nine settles the whole issue for me, declaring: “. . . no
man ever yet hated his
own
flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even
as
the
Lord
the
church . . .” Ordinary men, about whom Paul spoke here, rarely cherish their spirit, but spare no expense regarding their body. Thus, Paul equated Christ’s attitude toward, and treatment of, His church with man’s normal inclination to tenderly care for his body. Most men will not intentionally do harm to themselves. They may care little or nothing for others, but they go to great lengths to pamper their own flesh. Does not the Head of His church do at least as much for His Earthly Body; which consists of the bodies and spirits of true believers around this planet (1 Corinthians 6:15)? Did Jesus not indict Saul of Tarsus for persecuting the Savior Himself (Acts 9:5)? Did that Pharisee cast the resurrected body of Jesus in jail, or was it believers whom he incarcerated? Our physical bodies are as much a part of the Body of Christ as are our spirits!
 
Let me rightly divide Deity’s gracious Word in summary. I must somehow get this truth across to the Body of Christ. When Peter said that there is salvation in no other than the Christ, he was referring directly to the bodily healing of the man who was previously lame. He mentioned nothing about forgiveness of the man’s sins, or of his new birth. Scripture undeniably witnesses that physical healing is salvation, and that such salvation is available only in Christ; meaning that God expects His people to look unto Jesus for their physical
healing as well as their soul-salvation. It appears to be time to thoroughly overhaul many of our traditional beliefs!
 
Let me go over this truth one more time. Since tradition has had its way for so long it will be necessary to drill into our consciousness this actual biblical message. The Bible is absolutely clear that there is only one Savior (Isaiah 43:11; 45:21; Hosea 13:4). Notice that those are all Old Testament passages. The New Testament, however, abundantly reveals that Jesus Christ is that one and only Savior. So, whatever Christ offers in His salvation package is all that is available to salvation-seekers. If Jesus did not provide it, then it does not exist. Yet, what the Savior did purchase on the cross is offered to all who believe for such blessings. If Jesus did not lightly esteem His sacrifice, then neither should we!
The purpose of the Savior saving is salvation. If that were not the case, then the term Savior would be meaningless. The only salvation available is what the only Savior offers to people desiring to be saved. If there is only one Savior, then there will necessarily be only
one
salvation. Thus, salvation must be received from that lone Savior. If salvation could be gained from multiple sources, then there would be multiple saviors. But, there being only one Savior, then all
salvation
comes
from
that
one
Source! We have to get that straight.
Peter said in no uncertain terms in Acts 4:9-12 that the healing
of
the
physical
body
is
salvation. Going even further, he declared that there is salvation for our physical bodies in no
other
than
the
Christ (based on His sacrifice on the cross) Whom Peter preached within that chapter. Physical healing, therefore, is part of our redemption, and cannot be obtained from any other source. Remember that there exist only two streams of healing: Natural healing—the ability which Deity at creation built into man’s physical body to restore itself—and supernatural healing—which people may obtain only by faith in Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. Medical professionals may only render aid to natural life, which is already present within our physical bodies. Only Jesus Christ has ability to heal (restore, give life to, save) human flesh!







CHAPTER
SIX 
Our healing was bought on the cross
Because my natural body is a genuine member of Christ (1 Corinthians 6:15), and Jesus Christ is Savior of His body (Ephesians 5:23), then He is Savior of my body. Moreover, if Jesus saved my body, then He saved all
of
my
body. Had He ignored any part of my physiological make-up, then Christ could not honestly call Himself Savior
of
the
body; He would merely be a partial
Savior. Do you see that? For Christ to be Savior of the body (my entire body being a part of His Body), then He must be the Savior of every
part of my body—each being an integral part of His complete Body. My fingernail is as much a part of my flesh as my foot. Why would our Lord disregard any human organ or tissue? There is just no way around that biblical truth. Christ
does
save
to
the
uttermost! See Hebrews 7:25. If He is no respecter of persons (Romans 2:11), then He is no
respecter
of
parts
of
persons. If the Lord had neglected to restore even the tiniest smidgen of human flesh, then He could not claim to be Savior
of
the
body. Had He left off purchasing even one single body part, then in the resurrection glorified bodies would come up short. I have to make that clear. In order for heaven’s redemption plan to be complete, of necessity it had to include
each
and
every
body
part. Salvation for the soul alone (or just certain body parts) falls short of God’s purpose for His church, even in this age!
 
Nevertheless, arguing the point with mere logic is not at all sufficient to prove the point. However, if Scripture reveals that bodily salvation (healing) was paid for with the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, then the argument is over. No man is authorized to alter the biblical account of total
salvation, no matter what theological tradition has taught, and no matter for how long. That Jesus purchased salvation for our bodies as well as our spirits is an established biblical truth.
 
One prerequisite to our understanding of the reality that the Savior provided salvation for our bodies in His sacrifice is to ponder our need for bodily salvation. Ever since the fall of Adam, humanity in general has suffered from the ravages of sickness and disease, war wounds, domestic abuse and self-inflicted pain; all of which have taken a tremendous toll on human flesh, which God Himself created in good health. Therefore, not only did man need spiritual restoration after the fall, his body cried out for renewed vitality as well.
 
Jesus Christ came to remedy man’s whole
problem, not just certain parts of it. Luke 19:10 reads: “. . . the Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which
was
lost.” Therefore, I must ask an important question. “What percentage of man is lost: One third, two thirds or three thirds?” Who may say that only the human spirit and soul are lost? Was flesh not affected by Adam’s fall? Can anyone argue that his physical being needs no redemption? The answers to these thought-provoking questions should be obvious. Even man’s body is lost and needs to be saved; and Christ Himself said that He came to save everything
that
was
lost!
 
The Greek word rendered lost in this passage means to lose, kill or destroy. Everywhere the Lord traveled He healed flesh that had been destroyed by sickness (Acts 10:38); and even raised some from the dead. In such actions He literally saved human bodies that had been lost, killed or destroyed. Of course, everything He saved during His earthly ministry had eventually to be paid for at Calvary. Even forgiveness of sins, which the Messiah so freely dispensed even before He went to the cross, had to be legally covered in the purchase price He so freely paid. Any insistence that Christ’s sacrifice did not redeem our body as well as our soul and spirit is an argument of outright religious
unbelief and nothing more.
Some claim that Jesus healed the sick only to prove His Deity (that He was the Son of God), but He never said such. In Luke 5:23, Jesus asked: “Whether is easier, to say [to the sick man], Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk?” Then Jesus answered His own question: “But that ye may know that the Son
of
man [not Son
of
God] hath power upon [the] earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy [pallet], and go into thine house (Luke 5:24).” Rather than promoting the traditions of the traditionalists, this passage establishes the fact that Jesus put bodily healing on a par with forgiveness of sins. Look at that passage again. Besides, if Jesus healed sick people to prove His Deity, what reason did His disciples have for healing the sick? Did they heal to prove their deity? That would be most absurd. No, Jesus healed all who came to Him for bodily healing for this primary purpose: To save every part of every man that had been lost (Luke 19:10)!
The Gospel of Matthew mentions twenty-five
incidents
of either the Savior or His disciples healing
the
sick, while sin
appears
fewer
than
forty
times
in
all
four
gospels
combined. Remember, the Lord specifically stated that He came to this planet to accomplish the Father’s will. All He achieved upon earth, therefore, sprang from that heavenly council. Healing being Jesus’ primary activity, it was never a side issue with Him; it was central to His earthly mission!
 
To make the subject ultra confusing, traditional scholars blindly
misinterpret such Scriptures as 2 Chronicles 7:14, Isaiah 6:10, Jeremiah 8:22, 30:17 and others, making them refer to restoration of man’s spirit only (excluding his body), even though people who are in dire need of spiritual healing are usually outwardly damaged as well. The Israelite nation was definitely spiritually infirm, but Jesus ministered to her physically
sick as well as to forgive the sins of her repentant people. The Savior literally fulfilled the prophecy of Ezekiel chapter thirty-four, where God promised that He personally would heal the sick sheep of His flock. This spiritualizing of Scriptures to conveniently excuse preachers from exercising biblical faith for healing diseased bodies (whether their own or others) must come to an end. Both Christ’s teaching and practice of saving the lost included the body as well as the soul and spirit. The days of tolerating cowardly unbelief are over! Jesus is building a church that will believe His Word instead of trying to explain it away (Matthew 16:18).
 
Even
the
Old
Testament
promises
included
bodily
healing, revealing that people need health for their broken bodies as well as reconciliation for their estranged spirits. See Exodus 15:26, 23:25 and Deuteronomy 7:15. The Creator’s promise in Genesis 3:15 to crush the Adversary’s head (or authority) included physical as well as spiritual
deliverance for the lost.
 
Adam’s slavery to sin and the devil affected his body just as much as it did his spirit. Did his flesh not suffer under the curse? Did Adam and his wife not toil for their daily bread? Were their bodies free, while their spirits were in bondage? Did illness not invade the human race through Adam’s sin? In crushing Satan’s head (authority), then, Christ destroyed his direct influence over people who are in
Christ. The devil can no longer dominate our spirits, souls or
bodies!
 
Now we will consider John 10:10: “The thief cometh not, but
for
to
steal, and
to
kill, and
to
destroy: I [Jesus] am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” In this passage lies another important clue to grasping the message of this book. It is common knowledge that the thief in this verse is the devil himself. The One Who came to give life, of course, is Jesus Christ. In light of those realities, think along with me about this: The enemy coming to steal, kill and destroy, does he not steal, kill and destroy human
flesh as well as the soul and spirit? Surely you must agree, because present human experience, as well as all of history, confirms that biblical reality.
Would it not be reasonable to believe, then, that He Who came to give life saved with salvation whatever the devil had destroyed with death? First John 3:8: “. . . the devil sinneth from the beginning [of his fall]. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy
the
works
of
the
devil.” What are the devil’s works? Do Satan’s misdeeds not damage man’s flesh as well as his spirit? Remember how we read in Acts 10:38 that, “. . . God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing
all
that
were
oppressed of [by] the devil . . .” Being oppressed by the devil meant being made sick by the devil. Physical ailments, therefore, are just as much Satan’s works as are his temptations to commit sin. Our Lord came to destroy all the works of the devil, including all sickness!
 
It is unreasonable to believe that Christ came to redeem humanity from the spiritual damage done by Satan, only to leave all other human tragedies intact. The Scriptures teach without
question that Jesus came to restore to well-being all that had been marred by sin’s presence on this planet.
 
It is obvious, then, that the great need for healing in this world is within itself an indisputable argument that bodily healing must have been included in God’s salvation plan as a permanent blessing for all who believe. Pointing out that many Christians suffer from sickness is no valid argument against the truth that healing is a vital element of salvation. Jesus died to take away man’s sins as well, but sin is more rampant in the world today than ever before. Both healing and forgiveness must be received by faith!
 
The scriptural evidence that bodily healing was included in Jesus’ sacrifice for humanity is so enormous that Satan had to launch a major campaign to offset that revolutionary reality. If he could in some way eliminate
miraculous
healing
from
Christian
experience, then he could confine Christians to academic arguments over the remainder of biblical truth. Of course, Satan could never have gotten away with such a plot maneuvered from outside the church. The flat failure of Saul of Tarsus proved that! No fiercer campaign against the church has ever been launched from the outside than what was initiated by young Saul. Read Acts 8:1-3 and 26:9-11.
The only way the devil could possibly succeed at such a devious plan was to infiltrate church leadership at the very highest levels, and then pressure them to do his dirty deeds for him; which is exactly what he did! Nor did he waste time getting started. See 2 Corinthians 11:13-15, Galatians 2:4, 2 Peter 2:1 and Jude 4. For the account of the continuation of that demonic plot beyond the New Testament Scriptures, I recommend once again Francis MacNutt’s work on healing, “THE NEARLY PERFECT CRIME”. I consider it a classic.
 
Of course, the widespread cry for healing by this world’s population, although being sufficient to create the desire for divine intervention, certainly does not provide any adequate foundation for faith that Deity either can or will intervene in our behalf for the healing of our bodies. We must turn once again to the Scriptures to discover God’s will in this matter. Before delving into the study of the actual prophecies of our Savior’s redemptive exploits, however, let us take a look at some of the Old Testament events that served as types
and
shadows of that coming redemption. Remember, Jesus said “. . . the scriptures must be fulfilled (Mark 14:49).”
 
Although types and shadows are not my forte in biblical exegesis, a few representative examples will be sufficient to serve my purpose in this book. Adam and Eve typified Christ and His church. Romans 5:14 says Adam was “. . . the figure [type] of him [Jesus] that was to come.” How could that be? Remember, Adam was head of the human race. The entirety of humankind sprang from within that first human, Adam! Seeing that it was “. . . not good that the man should be alone (Genesis 2:18)”, Deity activated Genesis 2:21-22, causing a “. . . deep sleep to fall upon Adam . . . and [the Creator] took one of his ribs . . . And . . . made [from it] a woman, and brought her unto the man.” That was the first recorded case of surgery, God Himself (the Creator) being the surgeon! Adam was not sick, so that surgery brought about improvement. Deity did not remove from Adam some diseased body part, deposit it in a dumpster, and then send him a bill for it. The Creator built a whole human body from that tissue, and then joined her back to his body in marriage. Such is a picture of Jesus and His church, in that the church has both been brought forth from her Lord (of whom Adam was a type) and is now joined to Him (accomplishing the union of the Head and the body—the complete Christ). What does that have to do with divine healing? You must notice that both the man and his wife were healthy. Deity did not create a sick Adam, nor did He construct him an infirm wife. Physical well-being was a prominent and permanent feature of their garden delights. No Scripture exists that accuses man’s Creator of planning sickness or any other tragedy for His faithful people.
 
Another major event which typified Christ’s redemption plan, but which involved actual physical healing, was God’s deliverance of the nation of Israel out of Egyptian bondage. Obviously, the exodus of the Jews from Egypt occurred long after sin and all of its accompanying destruction—sickness, poverty, etc—had been unleashed upon earth. Moreover, in Israel’s case the entire nation was healed in body, and all in one night; foreshadowing
the
church’s
own
redemption from sickness as well as sin (Psalms 105:37; 1 Corinthians 5:7).
I want to bring to your attention concerning that event that Israel’s rescue was comprehensive. Deity did not prefer the spiritual over the physical, as so many theologians have done. When God saved His people Israel, He did not neglect their bodies, or even their material or financial welfare. Let us be honest about this foreshadowing of the church, which the Messiah came to bring into existence. Today’s church is nothing like even the Exodus shadow, let alone what Christ in obedience to His Father came to establish upon earth.
 
Exodus, chapter twelve, reports the minute details of the departure of Israel from Egypt, which had become to them a cruel slave-master over the centuries. Although the exodus was a godsend, the nation of Israel had to do some personal preparation to make sure their departure was a successful enterprise. Exodus 12:7-8 tells us just what God told Moses to tell Israel to do with one spotless lamb per household for a sacrifice that would ensure their full
deliverance. Its blood had to be applied to the entrance of their houses to protect them from the destroyer. That activity separated Israel from its oppressors both in response to Moses’ commands and in outcome. As a result many Egyptians died that night, while Israel remained fully protected. Look at Exodus 11:4-7.
Traditionalists usually emphasize the shed-blood-of-the-lamb part of this story (stressing its significance concerning the forgiveness of sins), while passing
over all of those other activities as unimportant. Moses, however, emphasized a bit more. He also commanded them to eat the flesh of the slain lamb. In looking back at that glorious event, Psalms 105:37 says there was not
one
feeble person among all their tribes as they left Egypt. Their every
action
was
necessary so that every
blessing of the covenant could be manifested. Psalms 105:37 also says God brought
them
out
with
silver
and
gold! In Exodus 12:35-36, Moses told Israel to ask the Egyptians for every kind of material item, and the already-devastated Egyptians were eager to oblige them just to get rid of them.
While the smearing of the lamb’s blood on the doorposts of their dwellings assured protection from the destroyer, the partaking of the lamb’s broken
flesh infused those Israelites with divine life and health. I think that everyone must agree that if they had not applied that shed blood to their houses, Israel’s firstborn would have been destroyed along with the Egyptians. Why should we not also rightly believe that their consumption
of
the
lamb’s
flesh
healed
the
consumers? Deity does nothing by caprice. He responds in faithfulness to His people’s faithful response to His commands. There was not one feeble person among all of Israel on that liberation day, because in faith and obedience they had the previous night partaken of the type of the real thing—John 6:53-56. If the type healed them back then, surely the real thing will heal us today. Jesus Christ is the real thing (Colossians 2:17)!
By no stretch of the imagination can anyone believe that after suffering dozens of decades from malnutrition, physical
abuse and psychological
oppression (which things plague all slave camps) could the Israelites all of a sudden walk out of those oppressive circumstances in perfect health without a hearty dose of divine intervention on their behalf.
The most significant reality surrounding that event was that Israel’s deliverance from Egypt was a mere shadow of New Testament redemption. If by virtue of the shadow alone those Old Covenant participants enjoyed a total deliverance in their spirits, souls and
bodies, then surely the Christ, to Whom the shadow pointed, purchased complete redemption (including spirit, soul and
body) for all true believers today!
 
It was important to establish the fact that the types and shadows contained in seed
form the redemption that Christ came to purchase on the cross for all of mankind. Since it was necessary that the Scriptures be fulfilled (Mark 14:49), the Messiah had to meet the exact
requirements of all those types and shadows which were recorded in biblical history. Bodily healing being entwined with the types and shadows, it was necessary for the Savior to include bodily healing in His sacrifice, which fulfilled those types and shadows.
 
The need
for
bodily
healing is a valid reason to desire it; biblical
types
and
shadows are proper ground to hope for it; but Christ’s
sufferings are our authorization to expect it.
Now for certain prophecies concerning Christ’s sacrifice. In Genesis 22:16-18, God said to Abraham: “By myself have I sworn . . . because thou hast done this thing [offering Isaac], and hast not withheld . . . thine only son: That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore . . . And
in
thy
seed [Christ—Galatians 3:16] shall
all
the
nations
of
the
earth
be
blessed . . .” Who has the authority to claim that Deity meant by this promise only to bless man spiritually; where is the qualifier? I will tell you where it is: In religious tradition, and in religious tradition alone! When Deity blesses people He blesses their whole person, not just certain parts of them. By healing human bodies everywhere He went, Jesus fulfilled God’s promise to Abraham!
Numbers 21:9 is another type of Jesus Christ, as well as a prophecy of His sacrifice on the cross. “And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and [so] it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.” No matter what theologians say about what this passage signifies, it cannot be disputed that those people were healed in their bodies just by gazing upon that specific type of Jesus Christ; which is a prophecy of bodily healing in His sacrifice. Please read John 3:14.
Psalms 107:20 is also a foreshadowing of what God was planning to do in His Son’s ministry. “He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions . . .” Was
Christ
not
the
Word
made
flesh (John 1:1, 14)? And did He not go “. . . about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing
all
manner
of
sickness and all
manner
of
disease among [God’s] people (Matthew 4:23).”? His Word yet heals the sick!
Isaiah chapter fifty-three is the principal prophecy about Jesus’ sacrifice and what it entailed. “Surely he hath borne our griefs [diseases], and carried our sorrows: [pains] yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace [restoration
to
wholeness
in
spirit, soul
and
body] was upon him; and with his stripes we are [bodily] healed (Isaiah 53:4-5).” Also read Matthew 8:16-17 and 1 Peter 2:24. Certain of those healing books I referred to at first reveal the import of several words used in that Isaiah passage. The worth of such revelation is incalculable to those seeking health for their bodies. Rather than quoting from those books, however, I will only say that Isaiah used the very same Hebrew verbs to describe Christ’s dealings with man’s sicknesses as with his sins. Jesus bore and carried
them
all, in order to save
man
from
them
all. He paid the full price at Calvary to alleviate every human need!
 
Moreover, the traditional practice of ascribing a spiritual
meaning to the Hebrew word rendered healed in that Isaiah passage is not based upon sound scholarship. That ancient word is rapha—Strong’s 7495—and is joined with Jehovah to form Jehovah-Rapha; which means the LORD
Who
heals. The word is used throughout the Old Testament to describe incidents of restoration of people, lands and bodies of water to a state of health or well-being. Matthew 8:16-17 removes all doubt about Isaiah’s purpose in using that word in 53:5. “When the even[ing] was [had] come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed
all
that
were
sick: That
it
might
be
fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, [the Savior] Himself took
our
infirmities, and
bare
our
sicknesses.” Neither Matthew nor Isaiah intended to portray through these Scripture passages that Christ came to bring blessings for man’s spirit only. There must be no doubt that both referred to actual physical healing of human bodies.
 
Now let us look at some biblical details about how Jesus Christ actually paid the price to purchase physical healing for all of humankind. In the light of the superabundance of scriptural
evidence to that effect, it is truly amazing how the majority of church theologians contend that our Lord paid no such price; concluding that if one experiences healing it must be viewed only as a side issue with God (an act on His part to
demonstrate
His
Sovereignty
from
time
to
time)—that we should not expect such blessings on the basis of Jesus’ sacrifice or any biblical promise. In actuality, such a stance is outright
blasphemy. Such theology cannot
be
the
result
of
ignorance; it has to be the fruit of deliberate
dishonesty!
 
The practice of dividing up man’s problems into different categories is the foremost cause of misunderstanding Jesus’ redemptive acts. The concept that certain human problems are more demanding of a solution than others is common to religion. Nevertheless, since humanity was totally lost, then everything concerning humanity had to be dealt with in the redemption Christ wrought upon the cross. Moreover, since lost
men
are
lost
right
now, then receiving redemption must begin in this lifetime; and then continue into the next one.
 
Although Christ’s redemptive spoils were comprehensive (contrary to standard theology), since my subject is healing, I will focus primarily on the healing part of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. The biblical wisdom in solving man’s problems was for the Lord to tackle all of those problems at the same time, and in one and the same sacrifice. Since man’s entire being had been affected by sin and its curses, then Deity’s redemption plan required that His Son become all that man had become, and pay the supreme price for his sins; freeing him as well from sin’s guilt and all other penalties. To make sure His sacrifice applied to all human beings past, present and future, those sufferings were made retroactive; going all the way back to, and beginning with, the first man—Adam. First Corinthians 15:45 asserts that: “. . . the first man Adam was made a living soul; the last
Adam [Christ] was made a quickening [life-giving] spirit.” Jesus
became
sinful
Adam, in order to pay sin’s full judgment price on behalf of mankind.
How can I say that Jesus Christ actually became Adam? We just read that He was the last
Adam. If language means anything, then last means last! Our Savior literally became fallen Adam for a very short period of time; after which He became the
second
man—the Lord from heaven. Check out 1 Corinthians 15:47. The Savior was no longer sinful Adam, but the very first
new
creature—the firstborn from the dead. See Romans 8:29, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Colossians 1:18 and Hebrews 12:23. Also read Romans 6:9-10. (I go into greater detail on this subject in my book on identification.)
Jesus was made
to
be
sin (2 Corinthians 5:21). Scripture calls lost human beings unrighteousness, the equivalent of sin. See 2 Corinthians 6:14-16 and 1 John 5:17. Therefore, when Jesus was made sin He became Adam in that respect. Man was also under the curse (Genesis 3:17; Deuteronomy 28:15-68; Galatians 3:10). Galatians 3:13, however, tells us Christ became
a
curse, in
order
to
redeem
us
from
the
curse. Therefore, in that additional respect our
Lord
became
Adam. Poverty was a part of the curse, and Scripture says Christ became
poor for us as well. Second Corinthians 8:9: “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became
poor, that ye [now] through his poverty might be rich.” Moreover, according to Deuteronomy 28:61, every sickness is said to be a curse.
 
Remember, I said there were eight terms revealing God’s estimation of all sickness. Isaiah 53:10 holds number eight. The literal Hebrew states: “. . . the LORD was pleased to crush him [our Savior] with disease [Sickness crushes.].” This lone
case of God afflicting His faithful with disease was intended to heal man from it! By becoming sick with our sicknesses, Christ identified with Adam’s fallen race, thereby becoming Adam in that regard. God seeing Him as a
serpent
on
a
pole (John 3:14) identified Christ with Adam’s union with Satan. Was not being made sin, sickness, poverty, the curse, plus Adam’s union with the devil, the equivalent of Jesus Christ becoming on that cross all that Adam had become?
Christ actually became Adam himself in every aspect of his fallen nature. Sickness, being part of that fallen nature, He took on Himself that portion of Adam as well. What was His purpose in becoming sin? To cleanse from sin all people who believe that His sacrifice removed their sins! Using that same rule, why did God make Jesus sick with our diseases? To heal the sick bodies of those who believe in that portion of His sacrifice! There is no other reasonable explanation for the biblical teaching on divine healing. Jesus Christ made a once-and-for-all sacrifice in behalf of mankind, which solved his every problem, including sickness and disease. Failure to appropriate the forgiveness offered through Christ’s shed blood can be attributed to either ignorance
of
the
offer or the sin of outright
unbelief concerning such offer. Would not the same be true of the neglect of appropriating healing?
 
Now I need to press the payment side of divine healing a little bit more. Matthew 8:17 assures us that the
reason
the
Master
healed
all
that
were
sick
was
to
fulfill
the
prophecy
in
Isaiah
53:4. He could not turn down anyone coming to Him for bodily health. In John 6:37, Jesus declared: “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I
will
in
no
wise
cast
out.” Did people not come to Christ for healing as well as for forgiveness? That
same
rule, then, applied
to
both
requests! Why could Jesus not refuse them? “That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, [our Lord] took
our
infirmities, and bare
our
sicknesses (Matthew 8:17).” The prophet having prophesied that He would take and bare our infirmities and sicknesses, the Savior had to heal every
sickness, in order to fulfill that prophecy. Had Christ refused to heal one human illness He would have fallen short of fulfilling God’s ancient promise!
 
Not only did the Lord absorb every sickness and disease from the bodies of believing Israelites, He assimilated both the sins and sicknesses of this entire world. Such a heavy burden would take its toll on His constitution; which is the picture we find in Isaiah 52:14. “As many were astoni[sh]ed at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men . . .” Innumerable and disgustingly gory and painful physical atrocities have been suffered by multitudes of people throughout the ages, and if we were to put them all together upon one man at the same time he would resemble God’s Son hanging on that cross!
Yet, as I pointed out in my book on identification, most of the sufferings Jesus experienced on the cross and down in Hades were in His spirit and not his body. Moreover, God prophesied that He alone would smite the Shepherd. Thus, the punishment that purchased your and my freedom from sin and sickness was meted out by Jesus’ own Father, not by men. Refer to Isaiah 53:10, Zechariah 13:7 and Matthew 26:31. Although Jesus Christ’s body was definitely involved in the sacrifice, our Savior’s soul suffered the most severely (Psalms 16:10; Isaiah 53:10-12; Acts 2:23-28; 1 Peter 2:24). It is strange to me that most theological writings I have read teach that Jesus’ bodily
sufferings were adequate to redeem our soul, but not enough to deliver our body. In actuality, it was His total sufferings that redeemed both our souls and bodies from destruction. Remember God’s Passover lamb. The blood of Jesus our
Passover was shed and His body broken for us as well (1 Corinthians 5:7; 11:23-26)!
 
To summarize this chapter: Scripture affirms that Deity provided promises (Genesis 3:15), types and shadows (the Old Testament), prophecies about the Messiah’s redemption (Isaiah 52:14; 53:1-12; John 3:14), and the New Testament fulfillment of them concerning our physical health (Matthew 4:23-24, 8:16-17; Luke 24:44; Acts 4:9-12, 10:38; 1 Peter 2:24). Bodily
salvation
is
definitely
our
Christian
heritage!
 







CHAPTER
SEVEN 
One Savior, one salvation, one
gospel
God Himself (through His Son—2 Corinthians 5:19) paid the price on Calvary to obtain total
redemption for mankind. But why did He do it? What does it mean to individuals like you and me that the Savior suffered the full penalty for our sins, sicknesses, poverty, etc? The only true biblical answer to that important question is that the complete redemption Jesus Christ secured through His sacrifice was meant to be appropriated by any and all who would believe in the good news of that redemption. However, before people can believe in the good news (gospel) of their full deliverance, they must be aware that such deliverance exists, and is now available. Romans 10:13-15 states it this way: “. . . whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidings
of
good
things!” This statement came from the Lord of heaven (Who
does
not
change—Malachi 3:6; Acts 17:26; Hebrews 12:25, 13:8) through the apostle Paul to the church. Thus, we must agree that the gospel ministry itself was never meant to be altered. By that I mean that both the content and presentation of the gospel were to remain intact throughout this age, perpetuating God’s original design.
Look at Matthew 28:18-20. “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power [authority] is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to [practice] all
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world [age] . . .” Let me point out a few important elements present in this passage. First, Christ’s command was to make disciples of all nations; which means that the gospel His followers were to carry was to be preached to everyone. See Mark 16:15. Second, the Lord’s first representatives were to teach those new disciples something. They were to observe (practice) all things Jesus had taught His original followers. Nothing was to be deleted from the gospel. Next, He promised to be with them to the end of the present age. Of course, those original believers lived to see but a small fraction of the present age. Therefore, the Savior must have been speaking to those first disciples as the first
representatives
of
the
church. He could not have meant that He would accompany the first leaders only, or that when the last of those forerunners died the age would be over. Moreover, since all (past, present and future) were to preach and practice all things Jesus had taught the original disciples (apostles), then they were all to perpetuate the exact
ministry Jesus began (Look at Acts 1:1.); precisely what they did for
about
three
centuries. Gradually, however, church leaders began to compromise the gospel message in order to escape persecution, replacing it with an ineffective
religious
message. See Matthew 5:13.
 
Without dispute, favorite features of the gospel of Christ have been preached for many centuries. But, has the
whole of it been preached by the church, or even practiced within the church? History proves beyond doubt that it has not. In fact, some portions of the gospel message have been either ignored or outright rejected by the majority of Christians for over fifteen hundred (1500) years. If such were not so tragic it would be laughable; and I am sure Satan has had many a laugh on the church because of its self-rejection. Preaching against divine healing, as such a large portion of the church has done for so long, is nothing more than rejecting one of the blessings Christ paid such a tremendous price to obtain for believers. To reject some blessing belonging to oneself is self-rejection. Thus, the church has helped Satan to destroy itself. Nothing is more stupid than self-destruction!
 
Since this book primarily concerns divine healing, I will direct our attention within it to that portion of the gospel of redemption. Remember, in chapter five I pointed out many passages in the gospels and Acts which designated physical healing as salvation. Within ancient manuscripts, Matthew, Mark, Luke and Acts all employed
the
Greek
word
soozoo
to
express
the
life
that
was
manifested
in
the
physical
bodies
of
those
who
came
to
Christ
for
help. Thus, bodily healing was just as much a part of redemption as was the forgiveness of sins! Those early Christians neither preached nor practiced any difference between the deliverance of a man’s spirit and his body. I urge you to read and reread that statement until you get it ingrained in your mentality. Jesus emphasized no superiority of forgiveness of sins over healing of the physical body in His ministry (Matthew 4:23-24, 9:5, 35-36, 10:7-8); nor did pristine Christianity give preference to one over the other (Acts 4:9-10, 12, 5:14-16, 10:38, 14:8-10).
 
The primary point I want to get across in this chapter is the fact that, in light of the biblical reality that there is only one Savior, and only one salvation, then there must be only one
gospel. Gospel means good
news, and that good news is God’s announcement that man’s total
predicament has been remedied by Christ’s one
sacrifice. Had Jesus not dealt with man’s entire problem in that one sacrifice, then there would be the need for Him to make another sacrifice, with another gospel proclaiming it. Otherwise, there would simply be no remedy for needs not covered in the first sacrifice. Scripture assures us, however, that there was only one
sacrifice and only one
gospel announcing it. Hebrews 10:12 asserts: “But this man, after he had offered one
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God . . .” His eradication of our sins, of course, eliminated
all
due
penalties as well. Refer to Matthew 9:5 and Galatians 3:13-14. Galatians 1:6-9 states: “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another [different kind of] gospel: Which
is
not
another [of the same kind]; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the [only] gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other [an opposing] gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let
him
be
accursed. As we [I] said before, so say I now again, If any man [ancient or modern] preach any other gospel unto you than that [one and only gospel which] ye have received, let
him
be
accursed.”
Complete deliverance from Satan’s every evil work in the human spirit, soul and body was accomplished through one sacrifice offered by Jesus Christ on the cross; which makes Christ our one and only Savior. The genuine gospel declares that complete deliverance. Any message that does not offer to everyone everything Christ provided for us on the cross is not the biblical gospel at all. It is time we scrutinized every theological belief in light of the total biblical account.
 
A most significant revelation for the church today is that New Testament writers and ministers looked upon salvation from a completely different viewpoint than do most modern church leaders. Whenever it is convenient, theologians tend to read back into the Bible their denominational dogmas by either injecting modern definitions of certain words into the ancient texts, or questioning the original meanings of some words within New Testament documents. Such a practice is known as eisegesis (a reading into). Those who stoop so low in their dealings with Scripture cheat both themselves and the rest of the church out of countless God-given blessings.
 
Rather than forcing such modern human concepts upon Scripture, I am unveiling some essential
biblical
information that has been hidden for many centuries due to the biases of Bible translators and the outright unbelief of theologians and modern religious adherents. Chapter five revealed that original Greek texts utilized the word soozoo (save) to report numerous physical deliverances. Therefore, New Testament writers and ministers never viewed salvation as limited to the freeing of mankind’s spirit or soul, as modern preachers usually do. They perceived that salvation affected the whole man. Who has the right to alter the original meaning of any New Testament word? Because Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Ephesians and James all portray physical healing as one facet of our salvation, then so must we! The Author of Scripture does not take lightly anybody tampering with His Spoken or Written Word. See Deuteronomy 12:32, Proverbs 30:5-6, John 12:48 and Revelation 22:18-19.
 
The point I want to make here is that since Peter said in Acts 4:9 that the man who had been lame was saved
in
his
body, and in verse twelve proclaimed that there is salvation in no other, he obviously meant that there
is
healing
for
the
physical
body
in
no
other
than
Jesus
Christ. Peter connected that lame man’s bodily healing with salvation in such a way that nobody can deny divine healing is a permanent element in the redemption that Christ provided for Christians. From now on, when you find the word save or salvation anywhere in the New Testament, remember that it means healing and health for
the
body as well as for the soul and spirit.
The primary passage I want you to consider is Romans 10:9-10. “That if thou shalt confess
with
thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in
thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved. For with the heart [a] man [or a woman] believeth
unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession
is
made
unto
salvation.” Universally, it
is
assumed that this passage is speaking of a person’s soul
salvation, but who can say that Paul was referring here only to the soul or spirit? Peter said the lame man’s healing was salvation, and that salvation (for man’s body) is found in no other than Jesus Christ. Paul said such salvation comes by believing upon and confessing Jesus Christ as your Savior. As for the lame man, Peter ministered salvation to his body in the name of Jesus, but in Romans 10:9-10 Paul declared that salvation (for the spirit, soul and body) may be received personally by believing and confessing Jesus as Lord.
 
Now, some people may get sidetracked by Paul’s phrase believeth
unto
righteousness, thinking that righteousness is restricted to man’s inner being. Yet, bodily healing is linked to righteousness in 1 Peter 2:24: “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree [cross], that we, being dead to sins, should
live
unto
righteousness: by whose stripes ye
were
healed.” Here, Peter taught that healing
in
the
body
is
restoration
to
a
righteous
bodily
state. Jesus’ whole purpose in coming to earth was to seek and save what was lost; and our flesh was lost. If salvation of the human spirit involved taking away our sins (Hebrews 9:26), then salvation of our bodies demanded the removing of our sicknesses (Matthew 8:16-17; 1 Peter 2:24). Moreover, in 3 John 2, God speaking through the apostle John expressed this desire for His own: “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be
in
health, even
as
thy
soul
prospereth.”
The term salvation is used to describe deliverance from a large variety of dangers and detrimental conditions, both in our present and future. While the context determines which meaning was intended by the author, both Acts 4:9-12 and Romans 10:9-10 are universal
passages that cover all of the aspects of the complete salvation Jesus purchased.
 
Let us now consider some of those various aspects of the salvation our Lord accomplished for us. First Timothy 2:15: “Notwithstanding she shall be saved
in
childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.” In this passage, God promised to Christian women deliverance (no pun intended) in
childbirth through faith. The word used is soozoo. This blessing is just as much a part of what our Savior purchased for us with His shed blood as any other. Certain theologians contend this verse refers to Christ being born of woman, and is not a promise to expectant mothers. But, why does this passage mention women only? Our Lord being born of woman affected men just as much as women! Scholars have to grossly pervert the Scriptures to arrive at such a ridiculous conclusion.
Another enlightening example is recorded in Acts 27:31: “Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these [everyone on board] abide in the ship, ye
cannot
be
saved.” I believe we can all agree that Paul was not talking about the new birth in this particular instance. Abiding in a ship in a stormy sea is not a biblical requirement for soul-salvation. Obviously, Paul meant that Almighty God had assured him that the life of everyone on board would be spared drowning by heeding Paul’s instructions (which they had failed to do the first time the apostle gave them warning—Acts 27:9-11). The word soozoo is also used in this passage. The centurion thought more highly of Paul’s advice this time around, and cooperated with Deity’s instructions. His wise decision paid off, for all reached shore safely (diasoozoo—Acts 27:44).
Matthew 24:22 gives one more example of how the word soozoo is used in the Bible. “And except those days should be shortened, there should no
flesh
be saved [or preserved alive] . . .” This passage refers to the exploits of the Antichrist. Here, saving
flesh means God will preserve the human race from extinction under that evil dictator’s future reign.
Forget not that there are more than a dozen instances in the gospels and Acts, in which the healing of all manner of sickness and infirmity was termed salvation by the authors, for the original manuscripts utilized the Greek word soozoo in all such passages. Salvation is definitely all-inclusive! So, wherever you run across the words save, saved or salvation in Scripture, they may well refer to bodily healing as much as to salvation of the soul. Sometimes, the context makes it clear, but where the meaning is not so cut-and-dried, as the saying goes, we have to at least allow for the possibility that bodily healing is intended by the word salvation. Therefore, healing must be included in that one
gospel we preach!
 
Now, however, I desire to add still another dimension to our understanding of the salvation God offers His people. In Christ’s sacrifice dwells much more blessing and well-being than most Christians have ever imagined. Remember, Paul challenged our faith by Ephesians 3:20: “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us . . .” While I cannot speak for others, I know I have the ability to imagine some awesome
things, and make some impressive
requests.
In Jeremiah 32:17, the prophet said this about Jehovah: “Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there
is
nothing
too
hard
for
thee . . .” Deity echoed the prophet with this in Jeremiah 32:27: “Behold, I am the LORD, the God
of
all
flesh: is
there
any
thing
too
hard
for
me?” Why would God say He is the God
of
all
flesh in connection with His boast that there
is
nothing
too
hard (difficult) for
Him? Could it be that the God of all flesh is as concerned about flesh as He is about spirit? The Savior saved the entire man, not just one part of him! That is the essence of the biblical
gospel.
Jesus continued Deity’s open-ended promise in Matthew 19:26, where He proclaimed: “With men this is impossible; but with
God
all
things
are
possible.” Extending the concept into the sphere of man trusting in God, Mark 9:23 declares plainly: “If thou canst believe, all
things
are
possible
to
him [any human being] that
believeth.”
 
Is it not obvious that God put His reputation on the line by making such broad statements? Did Deity actually mean what He said in those Scriptures? Does He possibly wish He could retract His lavish promises? In light of the reality that Christ had to pay for every facet of the redemption included in such promises, did His sacrifice actually cover that whole field of provision? Scripture says emphatically that He did!
 
Let us look once again at some of the previous passages. Matthew 15:30-31 tells us this: “And great multitudes came unto him, [carrying] with them those that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and [laid] them [down] at Jesus’ feet; and he healed them: Insomuch that the [great] multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed
to
be
whole, the lame
to
walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel.” This passage says that Jesus made the lame to walk and the maimed to be whole. The Greek word rendered maimed is kullos (Strong’s 2948), and means crippled or maimed. The word translated lame is from the Greek xoolos (Strong’s 5560), and means limping, halt, lame or crippled. Hugiees (Strong’s 5199) is the Greek word translated to be whole. It means healthy, well in body, sound and whole in body. Of course, after Jesus healed the lame they could walk, and people He made whole evidently had use of something they were missing before. Look at the definition of the English word whole. It means to have all of one’s parts; to be missing nothing essential or normal; to be intact, unbroken, undamaged or unblemished.
 
I want to connect what was written in Matthew 15:30-31 with Matthew 18:8, concerning both the lame and maimed: “Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee [cause you to sin], cut
them
off, and cast them from thee: [for] it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire.” Jesus used in this verse the same Greek words for halt (lame) and maimed as He did in Matthew 15:30-31. Severing one’s foot rendered a person lame, and missing a hand or other limb meant he was maimed. Those realities at least put it in the realm of possibility that Christ restored
missing
limbs when He made the maimed to be whole and the lame to walk. The
Living
Bible (Tyndale House Publishers) rendered those two Greek words thusly. Matthew 15:31 boldly states that those previously missing arms or legs suddenly had new ones. In light of these realities, Jesus surely restored missing limbs!
 
There are other examples as well. Matthew 12:13 reports this healing incident: “Then saith he [the Savior] to the man [having the withered—shrunken—hand], Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was restored
whole, like as the other.” The word translated whole is the Greek hugiees (Strong’s 5199), while restored means restitution
of
something
to
its
original
condition (Strong’s 600). That man’s hand was not altogether missing, but Jesus restored to him flesh that was not present prior to His ministry to him. The Old Testament Scriptures also mention the restoration of a withered hand. Read 1 Kings 13:4-6.
John chapter nine reports the incident of Christ healing a man born blind. In reality, this was more of a creative act than one of healing. Jesus made mud from the soil and His own saliva and then rubbed it on the man’s eyes; indicating that there was something missing in his physical make-up. That man was either born without eyeballs, or his eyes just never developed properly. Whatever the case, Christ granted something to that man he did not physically possess before.
John chapter eleven describes an even more miraculous event—the raising of Lazarus. Although there is no mention of Lazarus missing any body parts, he had been missing life itself for over four days. His flesh was already beginning to decompose. Such restoration of life outclasses any incident of the mere reattaching of missing limbs onto a living body.
 
Now contemplate Luke 17:12-19: “. . . as he entered into a certain village, there met [Christ] ten men that were lepers, which [by law] stood afar off: And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go show yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed [kathartizoo—2511 in Strong’s]. And one of them, when he saw that he was healed [iaoomai—Strong’s 2390], turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten [lepers] cleansed? but where are the [other] nine? There are not found [any] that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made
thee
whole [soozoo, saved you—Strong’s 4982].”
 
Think with me now: All ten of those men were cleansed, right? Verse fifteen says that one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back to give thanks to the Savior for his healing. Thus, Christ not only cleansed those men from their humiliating conditions, He also healed them. However, the one who came back received
even
more. He was already healed, but verse nineteen says that his faith made the man whole (literally, saved him). But, what more could the leper receive? Did the Master replace body parts he had lost as a result of that disease? All ten had been healed, but he alone was saved! Such salvation was not forgiveness of sins or the new birth, but had to be restoration of missing body parts.
Moreover, at the arrest of the Lord Peter cut off a man’s ear, which the Savior healed. Did Jesus merely reattach the severed ear, or did He give him a new one? See Luke 22:51.
 
Now I am going to offer you another interesting thought to challenge your mindset on this subject. We have already learned that many and great multitudes of sick people came to Jesus to be healed of their diseases and infirmities. Look at Matthew 4:23-25, 9:36-10:1, 8, 12:15, 14:13-14, 15:29-31, 19:2, Luke 5:15, 6:17-19 and John 6:2. Is it not reasonable to believe that among those mighty multitudes at least a few of the infirm ones were missing limbs or other body parts? Must we suppose that the Messiah could only relieve people of diseases that had attacked their bodies, but either could not or would not completely restore their bodies to physical wholeness? Besides all of that, as I mentioned before, if the replacement of body parts had not been included in Jesus’ sacrifice, then many resurrected bodies will appear strange indeed! In the end times, many Christians will be beheaded for their witness. See Revelation 6:9-11, 7:13-14 and 20:4.
 
For some time now I have refused to believe that medical science is able to do things for the sick and infirm that our Savior either cannot or will not perform. Although crutches, eye glasses, dentures, hearing aids, etc. somewhat improve one’s lifestyle over merely letting nature take its detrimental course, man’s inventions can never touch God’s miraculous ability to actually restore missing body parts. I am convinced the Scriptures promise much more to God’s covenant partners than do mankind’s sophisticated accoutrements. I refuse to believe that any one person or group of people cares more for believers than does our Heavenly Father. And, since God cares so much for us, and is able to do far more than what we can ask or think, it must be true that He is both willing and able to restore missing body parts to any of His hurting children; if those blessings are needed and His people hear, believe and act upon that part of the gospel!
Wishful thinking, however, will not get the job done. We must also acquire a firm scriptural basis for such hope and faith. We have to be biblically assured that our Savior both desires our total
well-being, and that He has provided in His redemption plan more than the healing of our diseases; the actual replacement of missing body parts as well.
Do the Scriptures indicate that any such salvation really exists? We can find out! Perhaps a brief investigation of two Greek words and their English counterparts will give us a head start on understanding the subject at hand. Nosos is the Greek word most commonly used in the New Testament to indicate what we know today as disease—being number 3554 in Strong’s Dictionary. Disease is an attack of bacteria or viruses upon the human body, which release toxins that wreak detriment upon human flesh. Asthenia, number 769 in Strong’s, generally means frailty, weakness and infirmity. Disease is a present tense attack upon one’s body, whereas infirmity is the debilitating result of some ravaging disease. Polio is one example. Polio is a disease, which often leaves its victims paralyzed. He or she may no longer have the disease itself, but has been disabled because of it. Infirmities result not only from illness, however, but also from war, industrial and automobile mishaps, falls, burns, etc. Those who suffer such degrading disabilities need real help, and the
gospel of Jesus Christ offers such help, even for the most severe and seemingly hopeless cases.
Worldly and even religious thinking tend to accept such abnormal physical conditions as permanent, assuming that little or nothing can be done to restore the victim to a truly normal lifestyle. Men invent many handy contraptions that enable the handicapped to cope with physical disability, but Jesus Christ destroyed Satan’s every evil work; even to the restoration of mutilated and/or missing body parts.
 
I must now point out a biblical reality that has obviously been overlooked by preachers and theologians for centuries. Isaiah 52:14 and Isaiah 53:5 are the two key passages that unlock our understanding of the Messiah’s payment for the restoration of missing human body parts. “But he [Christ] was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement
of
our
peace was upon him; and with
his
stripes
we
are
healed (Isaiah 53:5).” This one verse affects the condition of our entire being (even one’s financial and material status). The transgression of God’s commands being man’s primary blemish, Jesus took upon Himself the guilt of the whole human race for its having rebelled against God. Moreover, in addition to man’s sins, Christ bore all the required punishment, thereby reconciling us back to Deity; putting us in right standing with Him. Refer to Romans 6:6, 2 Corinthians 5:17-19, Hebrews 10:12 and Revelation 1:5, in order to gain biblical faith for those blessings.
The other elements of Jesus’ sacrifice restored our outer
being as well as our inner
being to a healthy condition. The chastisement that purchased peace
for
spirit, soul
and
body was upon our Savior. Chastisement is merely another word for punishment, but the word peace is invested with some truly powerful significance.
The Hebrew word translated peace in Isaiah 53:5 is the well-known sheeloom; a rich word indeed, as you shall soon see. Sheeloom, number 7965 in Strong’s Dictionary, is from the root 7999—sheelam. Other forms of that word are 8000, 8001, 8002 and 8003 in Strong’s. We will look at only a few of the many various ways those kindred words are used in their respective contexts.
Let me first display the broad spectrum of the shades of meaning of that oh-so-rich word. It means health, security, tranquility, success, comfort, peace, prosperity, redemption, completeness, wholeness; to possess a sense of well-being; harmony in relationships; and to be full
in
number. In short, sheeloom always secures blessings, while the lack thereof is considered a curse! Sheeloom brings a person to a satisfied condition. The root word sheelam carries basically the same meanings, except that it adds the significant connotation of restoration! The prime meaning of sheelam is completion or fulfillment, resulting in the desirable
state
of
wholeness.
 
Sheeloom is a term often
used
in
connection
with
human
bodies, which would necessarily suggest that missing body parts such as limbs, muscles, bones, organs, glands, blood, skin, teeth, hair, etc. can be fully
restored. Even the English word, heal, means to restore to perfect health. Mankind can manufacture some very handy but quite expensive nonliving substitutes, but only God can produce living
body
parts and reinstall them; a vital element of the
true
biblical
gospel!
Various renderings of sheelam and sheeloom show up in Genesis 15:16, 43:27, Deuteronomy 25:15, 2 Samuel 11:7, 1 Kings 2:13, 2 Kings 5:21, 2 Chronicles 8:16, Psalms 4:8, 37:21, 38:3, Jeremiah 13:19, etc. Here are some Scriptures with words translated from sheeloom or sheelam in italics: Psalms 35:27:
“Let them . . . say continually, Let the LORD be magnified, which hath [takes] pleasure in the prosperity of his servant.” Proverbs 6:30-31: “Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry; But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall [even] give all the substance of his house.” Proverbs 19:17 says: “He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth to the LORD; and that which he hath given will he pay
him
again.” Isaiah 9:6: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder . . . his name shall be called . . . The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 26:3: “Thou wilt keep him in perfect
peace [sheeloom, sheeloom], whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” Isaiah 53:5: “[The savior] was wounded for our [many] transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.” Joel 2:25: “And I [God] will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten . . .” It is evident, then, that both sheelam and sheeloom are very rich in meaning regarding the redemption wrought by Jesus Christ. Since He was the Prince of Peace (sheeloom), He had to purchase all that was indicated in the scriptural uses of that family of words; even to the restoration of body parts!
 
Before getting into the meat of the scriptural text, let us ponder the primary definitions of the English words whole and complete. Bible translators endeavor to choose English words equivalent to the original language; picking the word or words which seem best to approximate the word or words being translated. This English word whole, one of the prime meanings of sheeloom, means to be healthy, unhurt, entire, sound, intact; free from defect or damage; and, possessing the sum total of all
proper
parts
or
elements. The dictionary definition of complete is to have all
parts
or
elements; thus wholeness or perfection.
Billye Brim, a Bible teacher who studied Hebrew under rabbinical scholars in today’s Israel, says sheeloom in both modern and ancient Hebrew means that one has absolutely nothing
missing, nothing
broken, nothing
injured and nothing
diseased; just like the definitions I reported on the previous two pages. The good
news of the gospel tells about all that Jesus Christ wrought for us on the cross; that His salvation restores Christians to wholeness and completeness in spirit, soul and
body. As we fully
partake of Jesus’ full
redemption (which is now available—2 Corinthians 6:2), not one portion of our spirits, souls or bodies must remain missing, broken, injured or diseased. There can be no better news than that.
 
Remember also what I said earlier about Isaiah 52:14. In that Scripture we read: “As many were astoni[sh]ed at thee; his
visage
was
so
marred
more
than
any
man, and his form more than the sons of men . . .” Obviously, some men (as well as women) have lost body parts in automobile collisions, in war, in industrial mishaps, as a result of surgery, etc. Since our Messiah was marred
more
than
any
man, knowing that in numerous cases human marring consists of having been mutilated, then our Savior must have sustained those same tragedies in His sacrifice. Of course, since the Lord became the last Adam on the cross He assumed everything Adam’s race could possibly endure, including birth defects—which are fallen
nature’s
mutilations. Also, as I commented before, Jesus’ marring experience necessarily took place within His spirit and not in His body: “For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A
bone
of
him
shall
not
be
broken (John 19:36).” The gazing crowd did not behold our Savior becoming
marred
beyond
all
human
recognition. That part of His sacrifice transpired inside His spirit, both on the cross and in Hades. Acts 2:24 speaks of Jesus, “Whom God hath raised up, having
loosed
the
pains
of
death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of [by] it.” Jesus’ body, lifeless in the grave, could not have experienced death torment! Acts 2:27 quotes Psalms 16:10: “Because thou wilt not leave my soul in
hell [the rebellious spirit compartment], neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.”
The one
genuine
gospel boldly proclaims that our Savior paid the full redemption price to separate everyone from his or her every sin—right down to the minutest infraction—and to cancel sin’s every penalty—missing body parts included. Our Savior truly saves to the uttermost (Hebrews 7:25)!
 
Does the New Testament expand on this seemingly most unorthodox teaching? It most certainly does! I have already mentioned some cases of lepers, the withered, the lame and maimed being restored
to
wholeness. Yet, the book of James gives us some further insight on how we may receive such a wonderful blessing. James 1:2-4: “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations; Knowing this, that the [proving] of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect
work, [so] that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting
nothing.” Religious theologians universally interpret this Scripture to be speaking of having
no
spiritual
lack, but who gave man the authority to restrict the Almighty and His salvation to spiritual blessings only? We will investigate this passage in depth to discover what it really says.
First, we are to count it all joy when we fall into all kinds of temptation. No kidding! Why should we count it all joy to fall into temptation? Because our Savior expects us to win! The Greek word translated fall
into means to be surrounded
with or to find
oneself
among. It is the picture of battle, with us right in the middle. God wants us to be joyful even in the midst of such circumstances, knowing we will defeat Satan. However, in order to win, we must know something else. We are to be confident that the trying (testing or proving) of our faith
worketh
patience. The word translated worketh means to perform, to work fully, to accomplish. But, patience is the key to victory; and our proper understanding of patience is another key. Most people, along with the English dictionary, think of patience as the great virtue of bearing pain or trials without complaint. However, the Greek word it is translated from is hupomoonee (5281 in Strong’s), meaning the
quality
that
refuses
to
surrender
to
circumstances, or
succumb
under
trial. That deprives James 1:2-4 of depression. The purpose for our joyfully facing such trials is not to just grin and bear them, but to overcome the Adversary’s tempting pressures, thereby gaining victory for both Deity and ourselves.
Verse four tells me I must allow patience (the
quality
that
will
not
surrender
to
my
circumstances) to achieve its perfect outcome. Perfect—teleios (Strong’s 5046)—means perfection, goal, purpose, full, completion. The goal of my steadfastness in refusing to surrender to any circumstances I find myself surrounded by is that I also may become perfect (teleios) by achieving my purpose of reaching full
completion.
 
But, there are other important words in this Scripture. I am to become entire, wanting
nothing. This English entire is translated from the Greek word holokleeros—Strong’s 3648. Holokleeros consists of two other Greek words: holos, which means whole, and kleeros, which means a part or share of an inheritance. Put together, the compound word means to have all of one’s parts—referring to one who retains all that was originally
allotted to him or her; or one who having lost his or her completeness has now regained it. But, the most interesting information concerning this word is that it refers to spirit, soul or body; proving God wants me to be whole in every aspect of my being! He says He wants me to be entire, wanting
nothing. The word translated wanting means lack; the word rendered nothing meaning not
even
one. Therefore, God wants not even one part to be missing from my spirit, soul or body. It is interesting indeed that in Acts 3:16 Peter explained: “And his [Jesus’] name through faith in his name hath made this [previously lame] man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him [Jesus] hath given him [the man] this perfect
soundness in the presence of you all.” Perfect
soundness is holokleeria (3647 in Strong’s) from holokleeros, which refers to that once lame man’s newfound physical
wholeness. Christ must have restored his missing body parts, for he did things he could not do previously!
Besides that, the English word heal itself comes from an old English term hal, which means whole. By being healed, then, a person actually becomes whole
again. The primary purpose behind bodily healing is to restore one to his or her original physical wholeness. No one can escape that truth!
 
Now let me show from the Scriptures that the trials and temptations spoken of in James chapter one may well refer to physical ailments. In Galatians 4:13-14, the apostle Paul remembered: “Ye [Galatians] know how through
infirmity
of
the
flesh
I
preached
the
gospel
unto
you
at
the
first. And my
temptation which was in
my
flesh ye despised not . . .” Strong’s number is 3986 for the word translated temptation in this Scripture, as well as in James 1:2. Paul’s temptation was in
his
flesh, and he stated that it was an infirmity—the Greek word asthenia, Strong’s 769. Remember, nosos is Greek for disease, so Paul did not say that he had a disease. Asthenia denotes a moral, mental or physical weakness or disability. Paul’s infirmity may well have been the resulting condition of the stoning he incurred at Lystra. In Galatians four, Paul mentioned his eyes, but he
neither
claimed
he
was
blind
nor
afflicted
with
an
eye
disease. Paul’s enemies hated him with a passion and murdered him by stoning. At what part of his body do you suspect they aimed? Likely his head, where his eyes were! Remember too that the apostle Paul testified how sometime in his past he had been caught up unto the third heaven, where he heard things that were unexplainable. He said he did not know whether he was in
or
out
of
his
body at the time. See 2 Corinthians 12:1-4. Although I cannot prove that beyond what I just stated, the explanation satisfies me completely. All the events of Acts 14:19-20 did occur within the territory of Galatia where those Christians dwelt. In any case, Paul stated that his bodily
infirmity was a temptation. James 1:13 says that God tempts (same word) no one!
 
James said we might fall into various (motley, manifold) temptations, and Paul said infirmity was one of those many
kinds
of
temptations. Let us consider James 1:2-4 in light of that revelation. Count it all joy when you find yourself faced with the temptation
to
become
or
remain
physically
infirm
in
any
form
or
degree, because God wants you to triumph over Satan in every battle, even against sickness. Although Paul was not diseased, Satan’s pressures on us to accept disease falls within the category of motley and manifold
temptations; considering that we discovered back in the first chapter of the book that every sickness and every disease is the devil’s idea, and is never a blessing from our Creator.
 
Can you now understand that in all such circumstances we must maintain the quality which refuses to surrender to any disease or loss of physical wholeness (all of which come ultimately from Satan), until we gain our intended prize of perfect
wholeness—including the full recovery of any and all missing
body
parts—until we lack not even one part? Jesus having paid such a tremendous cost to purchase wholeness for man, surely He wants man to be holokleeros—perfectly whole in spirit, soul and body—leaving off nothing which He suffered so greatly to provide. The true
gospel preaches that all such blessings are ours for the taking (Romans 8:32).
I practice releasing that revolutionary biblical revelation like this: “The chastisement which bought my sheeloom (my
full
restoration
to
wholeness
and
completeness
in
my
spirit, soul
and
body) was upon Christ, and with His stripes I was healed—made whole.” Therefore, if I face a temptation to be sick or sustain loss of any body part, I steadfastly refuse to surrender to such circumstances until I am healed from that sickness, and receive the manifestation of my restoration to wholeness in my body. My biblical confession is that I am holokleeros—possessing all that God allotted to me at first.
 
My hope is that no reader will reject these revolutionary revelations because they seem so strange. I encourage all to search out the literal meanings of those important words in a good Bible dictionary. Such efforts will be most rewarding. Remember, “. . . faith [for all that our Savior purchased for us on the cross] cometh
by
hearing, and hearing by the
word
of
God (Romans 10:17)”. Jesus’ Father having placed all of our infirmities (including loss of any body part) upon His Son as He hung on that cross, and Jesus willingly bearing them all on our behalf, both Father and Son obviously want to rid us Christians of every physical infirmity. Therefore, we should neither deprive ourselves of those blessings, nor deny Jesus the opportunity of granting them to us. It is God’s plan that we be entire within every part of our tripartite being—spirit, soul and body. It is most unreasonable to hold that He Who created man entire in spirit, soul and body, and then paid such an awesome price to redeem man, did so only in part. In reality, Deity’s redemptive activities outstrip His original creation! Read Ephesians 2:5-10, etc., etc.







CHAPTER
EIGHT 
No evil side effects in divine healing
As enlightening as the previously presented material is, I have patiently waited to discuss the revelation contained in this chapter. It wanted to ooze out of me in chapter two, but I have purposely saved it until now. God has given believers many good reasons to put their trust
in
Him
alone for physical
health, but here I emphasize one of the best reasons on that list. People in general are embarrassingly
limited concerning their ability to help themselves, let alone solve the problems of the entire human race. Though many wear white smocks and boast of educational titles behind their names, in spite of all their efforts this fragile world system is rapidly falling apart. The more time, money and effort humankind invests toward rescuing itself, the more intense and multitudinous become its problems. News reports which twenty years ago were counted extraordinary events are now considered to be mere standard fare. Human behavior patterns that used to be labeled social
abnormalities have now become part of the ever-broadening
norm in most civilized societies.
Let me repeat, not only is man unable to solve his many problems, the more finances and energy he expends toward solutions the worse those human problems become. In spite of the gargantuan investments of time, taxes, personnel and political clout invested in world peace, nobody can convince me that humankind is safer today than at any other time in history! The very same can be said of the medical profession and its claim to fame. Our nation is currently endowed with more doctors, nurses, technicians, hospitals, sophisticated medical equipment, pharmaceutical drugs, medical schools, federal economic assistance and complaining
patients than ever before. Logic must naturally question: “If medicine truly is all that great, then why are there not fewer patients and more happy ex-patients?” It is evident that modern medicine comes far short of solving humanity’s mushrooming health dilemma. Humanity truly is lost in every way. Why has the market glut of those modern-miracle-medicines not reduced the number of cases of diabetes, cancer, heart or other fatal diseases? Why are such killers on the increase? You may be surprised to find that the Holy Scriptures have not only the answer to that pointed question; they also hold the solution to this country’s ever-growing health crisis.
In contrast to glowing medical advertisements concerning America’s improving health standards, media news reports often paint a far different picture. Documentaries displaying widespread (no pun intended) obesity in this country cancel out much of that declared progress toward better health. It is quite obvious that the executives of most food
companies, the multi-billion-dollar-per-year
diet
industry, and especially the pharmaceutical
giants, are selling the general public an expensive
bill
of
goods that do not perform as advertised. Of course, many Americans seem determined to indulge in an undisciplined lifestyle and then swallow a pill that remedies any accompanying inconveniences; not realizing, or at least not being concerned about, the detrimental
side
effects that are often caused by the pill itself!
Did you ever wonder why every new miracle
drug carries with it some annoying if not dangerous side effects? Why do they have to have side effects? The answer to that question is the negative side of this chapter subject. The positive side is that Deity’s
health
system
has
no
detrimental
side
effects! It is sad that not only are most Americans (even Christians) not aware that heaven’s health system does only good to its recipients, many refuse to believe that Jehovah-Rapha even has a system of bodily health—claiming that He turned over to the medical professionals all of His healing activities, and works only through medical science today.
 
Let us now look at the foundational Scripture passage of this chapter, being Jeremiah 17:5-8: “Thus saith the LORD; Cursed
be
the
man
that
trusteth
in
man, and
maketh
flesh
his
arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD. For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good [health] cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the [desert], in a salt land and not inhabited. Blessed
is
the
man
that
trusteth
in
the
LORD . . . whose hope the LORD is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and [she] shall not be careful [or worried] in the year of drought, neither shall [she] cease from yielding fruit.” Then look at verse fourteen: “Heal
me, O Lord, and I
shall
be
healed . . .” God’s truth never changes. See Malachi 3:6 and Hebrews 13:8.
Although the message of this Scripture is clear, believers in general apparently think it is speaking of trusting
God
for
spiritual
blessings
only. Yet, it plainly says to not trust man for anything, but to look unto God for all that we may need. Verses five and six declare that he who makes mankind the center of his life suffers curses in every affair. Contrariwise, verses seven and eight portray the man who looks unto God in every circumstance (making Him the center of his life) as one who reaps
no
sorrows
or
regrets. Which one suffers evil side effects from his decisions? The man who trusts in man, making
mere
flesh
his
strength! Which of the two is blessed? He
who
trusts
only
in
the
Lord! That man not only harvests no evil side effects from his decisions, but enjoying heavenly favor he continues to be fruitful and productive throughout his life. Deity neither owes, nor renders apologies to, people who suffer needlessly; nor withdraws His blessings from His faithful people to prevent the rebellious from feeling inferior, as certain elements in this country’s government attempt to impose upon everybody else in our modern society.
Deity said the man who puts his trust in another man is cursed. Why is that so? If one man needs help, then all men need help. Since being human means being needy, trusting in other human beings for aid, who float in the same needy boat, makes absolutely no sense. The reason curses are on those who look to other people for help is because the whole human race is accursed. People who themselves are under a curse certainly cannot deliver other people from the same curse to which they are in bondage.
 
Adam’s position of having dominion over this planet and all in it meant that his reward for such blatant disobedience affected the
whole
earth, as well as himself and his
offspring. Genesis 3:17 records: “. . . unto Adam he [God] said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed
is
the
ground
for
thy
sake . . .” Then, Isaiah 24:5-6 proclaims: “The
earth
also
is
defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because
they
have
transgressed [God’s] laws, changed [heaven’s] ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore
hath
the
curse
devoured
the
earth.”
All that man manufactures is tainted with Adam’s curse because he utilizes
materials
from
this
cursed
earth in order to produce his many products. No matter how much people refine nature’s elements they are still accursed! This world cannot un-curse itself; nor be un-cursed by man. Since both man and the planet are cursed, whatever mankind does to refine the planet’s resources only multiplies the curse. Man who is under that curse manipulating cursed materials can hardly make a curse-free product. How can any man under the curse bless others under the same curse?
Jesus Christ is the only Man in God’s vast universe Who is absolutely curse-free. Christians themselves are delivered from the curse only
by
virtue
of
their
spiritual
union with the Savior! Moreover, that blessing was made possible by Christ becoming a curse in our behalf. He took upon Himself all of sin’s curses, in
order
to
rescue
man
from
them. Such curses consist of human physical
disabilities as well as moral and emotional handicaps. See Galatians 3:13.
Even within the world’s modern healing systems there is constant friction between the natural
remedy
adherents and makers
of
manmade
drugs. Natural remedies usually boast of fewer unpleasant, as well as less dangerous, side effects; yet they are normally less powerful in effect. However, taken in excessive amounts even they can cause some unwelcome symptoms. There are many beneficial chemicals in nature, but too
much
of
even
a
good
thing can be dangerous. On the other hand, cursed man scientifically
tampering with cursed materials may produce disastrous
results. Manmade drugs almost always trigger more numerous and detrimental side effects than do elements in nature, because such drugs are usually stronger in their chemical make-up. Strength being multiplied, whatever flaws are inherent in those medicines are magnified as well. That can only be expected.
Since man’s body was constructed from the dust of this planet (Genesis 3:19), its chemical make-up being basically the same as earthly matter allows it to more readily absorb those substances. However, the body tends to fight off most scientifically-altered chemicals, they being foreign to flesh!
 
In contrast, God’s system of healing and other blessings is free
from
all
evil
side
effects. For instance, Proverbs 10:22 announces: “The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he
addeth
no
sorrow with it.” Moreover, Proverbs 12:28 says about God’s plan: “In the way of righteousness is life; and in
the
pathway
thereof
there
is
no
death.” These two examples, while not speaking specifically of healing, demonstrate to us God’s blessed way of doing things. Those whom He blesses do not suffer from curses as a result of His blessings! Man’s means of healing, on the other hand, often leave unintended
victims either just as miserable as they were before, or in an even worse condition; such as in Mark 5:25-26.
 
Let us now take a journey through the gospels and learn more about the blessedness of God’s health system. First of all, in Matthew 4:23-24 we read: “And Jesus went about all [of] Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. And his fame went throughout all [of] Syria: and they
brought
unto
him
all
sick
people that were taken with divers [kinds of] diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and he healed
them.” Notice that Jesus healed all
manner of sickness and all
manner of disease in direct contrast to the often repeated news from medical professionals: “We can do no more for you, because there is no cure for the disease or condition you have.” Jesus Christ refused no one who came to Him for healing, nor did He turn away in failure from any physical disease or condition. Look at John 6:37.
Furthermore, no Christian has ever suffered detrimental physical, mental or emotional side effects from being healed supernaturally. Besides that, Jesus never sent anyone a bill for their clean bill of health. Instead, He personally financed their health costs! Look once again at Isaiah 52:14, 53:4-5, 10, Matthew 8:16-17, Galatians 3:13 and 1 Peter 2:24.
The Lord never even turned away lepers. Matthew 8:2-3 says: “And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I
will; be
thou
clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.” It is enlightening that there is no record showing that leprosy returning, or of the man experiencing negative reactions to Jesus’ supernatural healing, as occurs in so many medical cases. Luke 17:12-19 tells us Jesus
healed
ten
lepers
at
one
time. Neither did any of those ten suffer leprosy relapses, or break out in some kind of reactionary rash.
 
Next let us look at Matthew 8:5-7: “And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, And saying, Lord, my
servant
lieth
at
home
sick
of
the
palsy [paralyzed and], grievously
tormented. And Jesus saith unto him, I
will
come
and
heal
him.” Then, verse thirteen says the servant was healed in the very same hour. There is no mention of painful or inconvenient side effects in this case either. Jesus truly makes men free (John 8:36).
Then there was the case of Jesus healing Peter’s mother-in-law. Matthew 8:14-15 states: “And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s mother laid, and sick of a fever. And he [merely] touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she
arose, and ministered
unto
them.” She required no recuperation time or therapy to regain her strength. The woman was healed! Just how many medical patients return to the job immediately after a serious illness? Most obtain a gradual
recovery, and sometimes require physical therapy. In numerous cases, patients must also take extra medicine during their recovery period, if not for the rest of their life.
In Matthew 9:5-7, Jesus questioned the religious crowd: “For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the
sick
of
the
palsy,) Arise, take up thy [pallet], and go unto thine house. And he
arose, and
departed to his house.” The man had been paralyzed just minutes before, but he walked out of that meeting bearing no evil symptoms in his body.
Matthew 9:20-22 mentions the woman who had suffered twelve years from internal bleeding, and who was healed (or saved) immediately upon touching the mere fringe of Jesus’ garment. She suffered no more after being heavenly healed, although she had suffered many things at the hands of the physicians for years. Moreover, the doctors had drained the woman financially, whereas Jesus charged her no fees.
 
Then our Savior raised from the dead the twelve-year-old daughter of Jairus, a Jewish religious official, restored sight to two blind men and healed a mute demon-possessed man (Matthew 9:25-33). Next, Jesus restored one man’s withered hand, and then proceeded to heal a whole multitude of sick people (Matthew 12:13, 15). And there is no record of any of them continuing to suffer from any previous problems, or of being afflicted with new ones. Matthew 14:14 tells of Christ healing yet another multitude of people without mentioning detrimental side effects later manifesting in their bodies. He even fed them a good meal before they went home.
Look at Matthew 15:30-31 again. “And great multitudes came unto him, [carrying] with them those that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many
others, and cast them [all] down at Jesus’ feet; and he
healed
them: Insomuch that the
multitude
wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel.” Had there remained in the bodies of those people any
symptoms
of
their
infirmities, I cannot imagine the crowd wondering at the sight.
On still another day, Jesus delivered a demon-possessed boy, whom
His
disciples
had
failed
to
help. When they asked Him why they had failed, “. . . Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If
ye
have
faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall [obey you]; and nothing
shall
be
impossible
unto
you. Howbeit this kind [of demon] goeth not out but by prayer and fasting (Matthew 17:20-21).” Jesus made it clear that His trainees should not have failed, and that unbelief (the cause of their miserable failure) sprang from their slackness in preparing themselves for the task by prayer and fasting. Notice that Jesus had no trouble casting out the demon. He must have had stored up in His account a good deal of prayer and fasting time. There is no mention of detrimental side effects in this case either!
 
There are still other cases of divine healing recorded in Matthew, but all without any hint of unwelcome side effects resulting from such healings. Some might think that I have belabored the point, but I must get across to the reader that God’s
system
of
healing
produces
no
evil
side
effects!
 
Of course, one can become worse after divine healing or deliverance has occurred, if the person goes
back
into
sin or invites
the
departed
demon
back again. Consider John 5:14: “Afterward Jesus findeth him [the one He had healed at the pool of Bethesda] in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin
no
more, lest
a
worse
thing
come
unto
thee.” Evidently, a personal sin had brought upon that man the condition Jesus healed him of, so the Lord warned him that if he went back into sin he would find himself in an even worse condition. Such would have been tuff, for the man had already suffered for thirty-eight
years (verse five)!
Now look at Luke 11:24-26: “When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he [the demon, which had been cast out] saith, I will return unto my house [the delivered man’s body] whence I came out. And when he cometh [returns], he findeth it swept and garnished [not occupied with anything godly]. Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and they [all] enter in, and dwell there: and the
last
state
of
that
man
is
worse
than
the
first.” Thus, any evil materializing after one is healed or delivered is not the result of the healing or deliverance, but from lack of appreciation of Deity’s mercy, and/or continued flirtation with Satan who perpetrates sickness and possession! “Love [God—1 John 4:8] never
fails (1 Corinthians 13:8).”
 
Now let us consider another reason why evil side effects accompany mankind’s health system, but not supernatural healings. Man
treats
symptoms, whereas Jesus
heals! There is a big difference between treatment (experimentation) and healing. Physicians use inferior methods to diagnose cases, and then experiment upon patients with various procedures and medicines. If one does not work, then they try another; and all at the patient’s expense, of course. Moreover, if the whole project fails, that is the patient’s problem. The doctor merely goes about his medical practice (experimentation).
 
Hebrews 4:12-13 says: “For the [Spoken or Written] word of God is quick [alive], and powerful [energetic], and sharper than any twoedged sword [including the surgeon’s scalpel], piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints
and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his [the Written or Spoken Word’s] sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him [God’s Written or Spoken Word personified] with whom we have to do [or to whom we must give an account].” Now look at Proverbs 15:3: “The eyes
of
the
LORD are in every
place, beholding the evil and the good.” Every
place would have to include each and every cell and tissue within every human body. Diseases and abnormal growths are evil. (Remember what we learned in chapter one.) Now tie that to Acts 10:38: “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed
of
the
devil . . .” Whereas healing is good, sickness is evil. Thus, the Word’s eyes even behold diseases (evil) in human bodies. Unlike man’s sophisticated scientific equipment, God’s eyes detect exactly where cancer cells end and healthy flesh begins. Deity can then remove that cancer successfully without any damage to the person’s physical or emotional well-being. Praise God for that!
In Ephesians 6:17, Paul commanded believers to “. . . take the . . . sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God . . .” God’s Word is an instrument. In our many battles, as we put it to work in the spirit realm Deity uses it to perform miracles in the natural realm. God’s Word can even separate joints
from
marrow (Hebrews 4:12); which refers
to
man’s
flesh, not his spirit. Joints indicate tendons, and marrow speaks of bones. Can any surgeon detect exactly where the tendon ends and the bone begins; or where tumor cells end and healthy cells begin? God can without difficulty! He then uses His Word to successfully separate the bad from the good. Remember too that He is the God
of
all
flesh, and that nothing
is
too
hard
for
Him (Jeremiah 32:17, 27). Deity is the perfect surgeon!
Although a Spirit (John 4:24), God created Adam’s flesh as well as his spirit. How so? Using His Living Word, which is the sword of the Holy Spirit (John 1:1-3; Ephesians 6:17)! Then, God surgically removed tissue from Adam’s body and made
from
it
another
entire
human
being (Genesis 2:21-23). Spirit performed surgery upon flesh! Because He changes not (Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8), God operates the same today. Why, then, entrust our fragile bodies to faulty man?
 
Miraculous healings continued to take place both within and through the infant church; and neither
did
any
of
them
induce
any
unwelcome
side
effects. We find in Acts 5:15-16: “Insomuch that they
brought
forth
the
sick
into
the
streets, and laid them [down] on beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. [Plus,] There came a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing
sick
folks, and them which were vexed [oppressed] with unclean spirits: and they
were
healed
every
one.” Every sick person was healed from every sickness with which he or she had been afflicted. Had those healings been inferior in any degree, people would not have continued to expose their sick loved ones to the elements!
Remember Acts 14:8-10. “And there sat a certain man at Lystra, [who was] impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother’s womb, who never had walked: The same heard Paul speak: who [the apostle Paul] stedfastly beholding him [the lame man], and perceiving that he [the lame man] had faith to be healed [literally, soozoo—saved], Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. [Then] he [the handicapped man] leaped and walked.” Had the man not been completely healed, the heathen there would not have attempted to offer sacrifice to Paul and Barnabas, thinking they were gods!
 
In 1 Corinthians 12:28, the apostle Paul clearly declared that: “. . . God hath set [established] some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts
of [bodily] healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” The word rendered set here appears in other New Testament passages as appointed, ordained or committed. Thus, God has appointed gifts
of
healings within His church; not to be removed by Him or theologians before our Lord returns. Moreover, if harmful physical side effects accompanied such gifts, why would God burden His church with them? Without argument, then, those gifts of healings, which Deity placed at the church’s disposal, are in His sight valid
throughout
this
age, and are without
defect!
 
Consider James 5:14-15: “Is [there] any sick among you [believers]? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray
over
him, anointing
him
with
oil [which represents the Holy Spirit] in
the
name
of
the
Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save
the
sick [man], and the
Lord
shall
raise
him
up; and if he [the sick man] have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.” If one believes that when Christ saved his or her spirit He left it defective, then his or her theology is defective. The same may be said about divine healing. As a matter of fact, James used the Greek word soozoo in this passage to explain what happens to the sick when they are healed. They are saved physically. The assurance that the Lord will raise
them
up means their diseases and infirmities will be totally destroyed from their physical bodies. While in some cases healing is not manifested immediately, present symptoms will eventually leave if one settles for no less than total health. Of course, because it is “. . . by [Jesus] stripes ye were
healed (1 Peter 2:24).”, then believers should not have to call for the elders; they should walk in divine health at all times by faith in what God said already belongs to them!
 
Besides all of that, 3 John 2 announces: “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be
in
health, even
as
thy
soul
prospereth.” According to this passage, God wants us as sickness-free as He wants us sin-free. Surely, no Christian believes God wants sin to remain in their soul! Our Savior came to take away our sins (John 1:29). He just as surely “. . . took [away] our infirmities, and bare [removed] our sicknesses (Matthew 8:17).” Such being the gospel case, there will remain no
harmful
side
effects within our divinely
healed bodies. God backs that with His unchanging Word!
 
Let me mention a few more aspects of this subject before proceeding to the next chapter. First is this: I have unveiled numerous dangers
linked
to
pharmaceutical
drugs, yet what about all those modern natural
cures, health
foods and food
supplements? Are they effective, and are they safe? I remind the reader again that I have neither the right nor intention of telling anybody whether or not to take medicine, go on a diet, or even take food supplements. Such is the sole choice of every individual. My primary purpose in this volume is to disseminate information from my own observations, as well as the revelation
of
healing
truth our Savior gave me on this controversial subject matter. Little gets closer to people than their physical health. It is imperative for me, then, to clearly expound upon these gospel truths; and pray the reader will pray for God’s guidance concerning this important issue.
A most revealing factor pertaining to the sphere of health
foods, vitamins
and
minerals and herbal
remedies is the fact that among the dozens of systems advertised to the general public contradictions abound, concerning what to eat and not to eat. Thus, a fierce competition abounds as well. My wife and I have investigated several of those health systems and have observed the evident discrepancies. Therefore, if I were to recommend one system to the reader, which one would it be? One diet plan forbids eating any meat, whereas another allows eating certain kinds; and still another says it is okay to eat any kind of meat. One plan recommends consuming enough vitamin and mineral supplements that we would (as I put it) glow in the dark, while a different plan we looked at says we should take no supplements at all. Some claim that bread is bad (thereby putting some bread companies out of business), while others recommend breads that are made of certain kinds of grain. Some say it is okay to eat fish if you avoid certain kinds. My wife and I have been amazed at the contradictions existing among the many natural health-food systems available to the public today.
 
What has been our decision concerning the way we eat? We have decided to search for common
ground among those various eating plans. Believe it or not, there does exist some common ground among them. Moreover, moderation is a big factor in maintaining our bodily health. The Bible says that honey is good, but too much of it will cause you to vomit it up (Proverbs 24:13; 25:16, 27). Medical professionals tell us salt is bad, but our Savior said “Salt is good (Mark 9:50) . . .” However, over indulgence in any food is not good. Variety in our food intake is important as well. Why would God create so many different food substances if He did not want us to partake of them? First Timothy 4:3-5 talks about: “. . . meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. For every
creature
of
God
is
good, and nothing [is] to
be
refused, if
it
be
received
with
thanksgiving: For [foodstuff] is
sanctified
by
the
word
of
God
and
prayer.” Man says some modern foods are bad, but Paul said everything God created for food is good. None is to be refused, if men pray over it first with thanksgiving! What is our conclusion? Pray thankfully and eat moderately.
 
Of course, there is one more important thing I must say about natural
cures; and that is it: They
are
natural. I know that healthy eating can and will improve one’s health, but it cannot replace lost body parts! It will not restore what some surgeon removed from the body God gave you. Supernatural
healing both can and will. However healthy our diet may be, there are some things we need which cannot be supplied by natural means. Proper eating habits cannot reset a leg bone that was wrongly set and has grown crooked. Healthy foods cannot remove facial scars incurred in an automobile wreck or a street fight. Eating right will not replace missing teeth!
Foods, vitamins and medicines are all severely limited in performance due to the limitations of the realm from which they come—this corrupt planet. However, not only are foods limited, tainted nature being their source, without faith we cannot avoid detrimental side effects from their use. That is why we have to pray in faith over all we eat. No matter how crude or refined food and vitamins may already be, they can only be sanctified for our healthful use by the Word of God and prayer! First Timothy 4:3-5 says so.
 
I need to attach one additional thought to this chapter. I must make it absolutely clear that my purpose in this book is not to put anybody under condemnation. However, seeing there is so much sickness within the Body of Christ today, it is to be expected that some readers will have one or more ailments in their physical body before, while and even after they read this material. The same was true when our Savior walked the earth. Tragically, some were actually offended at His message of deliverance. I pray that you will not react so, imploring you to resist all temptation to form a conclusion, at least until you have finished reading the book. My aim is to provide people with some dynamic spiritual tools, which they may use to rid themselves of all illness! Of course, only you can decide whether you are willing to receive and utilize such weapons. May God Himself guide you into all truth as you study this material in light of the Holy Scriptures!
 







CHAPTER
NINE 
Practical answers to possible objections
Objections based upon a misunderstanding of Scripture are the subject of two later chapters, but here I want to deal with some practical
questions that have likely arisen in the reader’s mind in response to the materials I have presented already. However, even before delving into that discussion, I need to establish the fact that I am not alone in my stance on this issue of trusting Deity exclusively for bodily healing. In his New Testament, A. S. Worrell wholeheartedly agrees. First, in his footnotes on page five (in the gospel of Matthew) he boldly proclaims that divine healing is a valid part of the gospel throughout the present age; and that the Son of God heals people today on the same basis He always has—upon their heart-based
trust and active
obedience. On page eleven he makes it clear that any failure to receive physical healing from on high is due to the unbelief of the petitioner, and not to some shortfall regarding Deity’s willingness or ability. On page twelve Mr. Worrell echoes Matthew in proclaiming that healing for our physical bodies was an integral part of the sacrifice Christ made in our behalf. Moreover, since healing for the body was instituted by the Savior Himself as part of our salvation He has never revoked it; and never will!
Most interesting is what he says on page fourteen. There he points out that materia medica (using medicines in the treatment of bodily ailments) was never approved by God in either the Old or New Covenant. His footnotes further bring out the reality that some Scripture passages relating cases of bodily
healing utilized the Greek root word soozoo—to be saved. On page twenty-seven he confirms that Jesus indeed replaced missing hands and feet. Finally, in his comments on the Lord commissioning His apostles in Matthew twenty-eight, Mr. Worrell, just as does Matthew, warns against any addition to or removal from that gospel commission. Jesus’ command to His disciples in those early days continues to be His will for the church until His future return! Moreover, in his commentary on Mark’s gospel, page sixty, Mr. Worrell emphasizes the truth that salvation extends to man’s whole being—spirit, soul and body. Those not partaking of all that Christ provided in His sacrifice are not
fully
saved, for full salvation includes the physical body as well as the soul and spirit! Such is the biblical view of our redemption in Christ.
Another witness along this line is Finis Jennings Dake. In his famous Annotated Bible (New Testament notes, page 264, under 35
facts
about
sickness
and
healing), he assures us that spiritual
means of healing for the human body was the only
means that God ever promised or commanded. God neither recommends nor favors His people using the world’s methods in attempting to remove the curse of sickness. His own supernatural
system
of
healing is more than sufficient! Dake’s notes on the subject of sickness and healing are too numerous to mention even a small portion of them. Suffice it to say that he agrees Christ provided healing for the body in His sacrifice on the cross, and that faith in that sacrifice, along with our confession and obedience, are the elements necessary for enjoying divine health. Dake also teaches that physical healing is to remain an essential part of the gospel message until Jesus comes again.
Even the renowned Encyclopedia Britannica reveals that hospitals in connection with Christianity did not begin until the fourth century under the Roman emperor Constantine. Early Christians maintained their health by means of faith and prayer alone; as exemplified in James 5:14-16.
Various writings of the Early
Church
Fathers also testify to the fact that healing through prayer alone was practiced on a regular basis by some even into the fourth century.
I am sure there are other scholars as well who basically agree with the fact that God expects His people to trust Him exclusively for everything (including healing), but I mention these to demonstrate that I am not alone in this revelation.
 
I need to say again right here that I am not authorized to urge anyone to either partake of medicine or refrain from it. That is not the ultimate issue. What is imperative is that we obey God! Yet, how can we be obedient if we are not sure of what Deity wants us to do? I am responsible to minister the realities God has revealed to me in His Word relating to this subject. Ingesting manmade chemicals into one’s body is a risky action; but, so is refraining from doing so if one knows of no other healing system. That decision must be made by each individual. Yet, in order to make an intelligent
decision one must know all the pertinent facts. The primary purpose of this book is to extend to the reader those essential tools.
I also have to say that my reference to the works of these fine men (A. S. Worrell and Finis Dake) does not necessarily mean that I agree with everything they believed. They wrote of what they saw in the Scriptures many decades ago. Since their day the Lord has revealed much more to the church. I certainly do not accept all that the Encyclopedia Britannica espouses. It does seem to be relatively accurate in reporting historical events, however. The same goes for the writings of the Early Church Fathers.
 
Now let me answer some questions that may be on your mind about these things. Cutting
back on the use of medical aid might sound somewhat reasonable, but total
abstinence probably seems a little much, even for people who believe in divine healing. So, let me point out some biblical
examples, as well as a few more modern
day
specimens, of people who trusted in Deity alone for their bodily health; revealing that there are some who actually experience such a lifestyle.
 
Let us begin with Adam and Eve. Of course, some people might argue that our first parents are not proper examples of this subject because of their sinless nature. However, in them God demonstrated that if He is able to create a perfect body He can certainly repair it. On Adam He performed not a reconstructive but a constructive
surgery. God did not cut out some body part and throw it away, but instead formed from it another human being. If He can make a whole body from one part, then Deity can surely replace any parts that may be missing from a living body!
 
Did God’s ability diminish after the fall? Are there Bible examples of God doing such things for fallen man? The first recorded supernatural healing was wrought by the patriarch Abraham. (And it was partly Abraham’s fault that there was the need for healing in that case.) In Genesis 20:7, God told king Abimelech: “Now therefore restore the man [Abraham] his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine.” Genesis 20:17-18 then records: “So Abraham prayed unto God: and God healed Abimelech, and his wife, and his maidservants; and they bare children. For the LORD had fast closed up all [of] the wombs of the house of Abimelech, because of Sarah Abraham’s wife.” These whom God healed were Canaanite heathen. Though they served not Abraham’s God, Abraham prayed for them and Jehovah-Rapha
healed
them
from
their
barrenness. In those days, the inability to bear children was a serious social blemish for a woman. Remember, such was Abraham’s and Sarah’s chief concern (Genesis 15:3). Those people were most likely younger than Abraham and Sarah, but God still had to restore something within their bodies to render them reproductive again. Of course, the miracle with Abraham and Sarah was much greater, because it required the rejuvenation
of
atrophied
organs. Yet, neither visited the local physician for either advice or treatment. Both heathen and God’s people were healed supernaturally!
The first
mention
of
any
kind
of
medical
activity involved the embalming of Joseph’s dead body down in Egypt. Those physicians were good at preserving dead things from decay; they just came up short on giving or preserving life. Look at Genesis 50:2. Jehovah-Rapha is the one
and
only Healer.
 
The next recorded incident of supernatural healing took place among the Israelites as they departed Egypt. They ate the bodies of the sacrificial lambs after smearing their blood on the doorposts of their houses for divine protection from the destroyer. Psalms 105:37 records that episode of Jewish history: “He [God] brought them [Jacob’s descendants] forth [from Egyptian bondage] also with silver and gold: and there
was
not [even] one
feeble [sickly] person among [all of] their tribes.” Those Jews were abused by their task-masters from generation to generation, and fed with the bare minimum to keep them alive and productive. Such unhealthy conditions are conducive to every kind of illness. Wounds and diseases must have plagued Israel, until they by faith partook of the slain-lamb flesh (which represented the broken body of the coming Messiah). In that incident, God healed not only one man, or even a whole household; He healed an entire nation overnight! (Hollywood has never through film portrayed that event as Scripture reports it. Movies normally show at least some of God’s people sick or crippled on their journey to the promised-land.) Note that no physician was involved in that healing incident. Those people simply partook of the type of Christ, Who has provided healing for us in His sacrifice.
Those Israelites looked exclusively to Jehovah-Rapha as healer during their forty-year sojourn in the wilderness; and the only illnesses occurring among them they brought upon themselves by
rebellion against God and His servant Moses, not from poor hygiene or lack of medical care. As a matter of fact, they achieved their deliverance out of one plague by gazing upon the brazen
serpent Moses fastened onto a pole; which foreshadowed our healing Savior. For forty years they never consulted an earthly physician; God took care of their every physical need. There were no doctors or medicines in that remote region, yet millions of people enjoyed health for a generation; as long as they obeyed divine instructions.
Physician use was actually foreign to Israel for hundreds of years. However, all that changed when Solomon began to import wives from Egypt, Moab, Ammon, Edom, Sidon, etc. He even married a Hittite woman. Refer to 1 Kings 11:1-10. Of course, all of his influential heathen wives brought with them their foreign gods, foreign worship practices, and even foreign ideas about gaining physical healing. Those heathen concepts and practices prevailed until the Jews completely dismissed Jehovah-Rapha as their source of health. Second Chronicles 16:12 declares: “And Asa [one of Judah’s kings] in the thirty and ninth year of his reign was diseased in his feet, until his disease was exceeding great: yet [even] in his disease he sought
not
to
the
LORD, but
to
the
physicians.”
This verse is most informative. First of all, the use of the term physicians (plural) at least suggests that in that period of Israel’s history physicians were quite plentiful. The writer also leveled a two-fold
rebuke against Asa. One problem was that Asa looked
not to Jehovah-Rapha for healing, the other that he trusted men for his physical health; who miserably failed to provide it (verse thirteen). Learn from King Asa!
Much earlier in Israel’s history king David wrote Psalms 103:2-3: “Bless the LORD [Jehovah-Rapha], O my soul, and forget not all [or any of ] his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who
healeth
ALL
thy
diseases.” If Jehovah-Rapha healed ALL of his diseases, then David needed no manmade healing remedies. Faith in God was the way Jehovah-Rapha commanded His people to live. Israel’s compromise with the world cost them the benefits of that Old Covenant. We read in Jeremiah 8:22: “Is there no balm [medicine] in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the [literal bodily] health of the daughter of my people recovered?” Obviously, that was Jehovah-Rapha mocking man’s healing system. It was simply not working for those rebellious Jews.
Even Job expressed his disgust over “. . . physicians of no value (Job 13:4);” meaning that they offered no real help in relieving Job of his afflictions. It was Jehovah-Rapha Who actually delivered Job from the devil’s captivity (referring to his illness and financial losses—Job 42:10)!
 
Now, some may have special concern about the health of pregnant women during both their pregnancy and delivery. Today, most pregnant women in civilized cultures make use of physicians throughout the whole nine-month process. In contrast, even before Moses delivered Israel from their cruel Egyptian bondage, Moses himself was spared because his people looked
not
to
physicians. In Exodus chapter one, we find that Pharaoh commanded the midwives, who aided the Hebrew women in giving birth, to kill all of the male babies. The midwives refused to commit such cruelty, however; so the Israelite people were spared annihilation. Exodus 1:15-20 relates that inspired story: “And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew
midwives [insisting:] When ye do the office of a midwife to [those pregnant] Hebrew women . . . if it be a son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she shall live. But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved [all] the men children alive. And the king of Egypt [summoned] the midwives, and said unto them, Why have ye done [the opposite], and have saved the men children alive? And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not [weak] as the Egyptian women; for they are lively, and are
delivered
ere [even before] the
midwives
come
in
unto
them. Therefore God dealt well with the midwives: and the people multiplied, and waxed [or became] very mighty.” First Timothy 2:15 unveils God’s New Testament promise to pregnant
Christian
women: “Notwithstanding she shall be saved
in
childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.” In this verse there is no mention of medical practitioners. God Himself will do the saving through the believer’s faith!
 
Another Bible case of healing without the aid of a doctor was Naaman, who was actually a heathen general. Second Kings 5:1 begins the account of this man’s physical healing: “Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria [Notice how Israel’s God was involved in the affairs of other nations as well.]: he was also a mighty man in valour, but
he [Naaman] was
a
leper.” Then Elisha, in verse ten, gave Naaman God’s instructions (although Elisha himself did not bother to talk to him). “And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh
shall
come
again
to
thee, and thou shalt be clean (2 Kings 5:10).” After Naaman’s anger finally subsided, “Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in [the] Jordan, according to the saying [word] of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean (verse fourteen).” Were physicians mentioned at all in connection with this miracle of healing? No! Nor was it the water of the Jordan River which healed the sick man; it was his obeying Deity’s exact command that secured Naaman’s deliverance. God has not lowered the faith standard! See Hebrews 11:6.
 
There is no need to cover again all of the healings Christ performed during His earth-mission. However, I must point out that Jesus
never
ministered
healing
in
conjunction
with
treatment
by
physicians. He healed everyone supernaturally. Moreover, supernatural
healing
continued
throughout
church
history, as
recorded
in
the
book
of
Acts. Neither do any New Testament epistles espouse using manmade medicine in the pursuit of physical health. Deity remains Jehovah-Rapha to His people even to this very day. Those so-called Christian religions that preach God gave over to medical practitioners His New Testament healing ministry worship some strange god, not Jehovah-Rapha—the God of the Bible!
 
Ministers such as John Alexander Dowie, John G. Lake, E. W. Kenyon, Kenneth Hagin and many others in modern times (but who have already gone on to heaven) have beheld multitudes of miraculous healings through their ministries. In addition, Oral Roberts, T. L. Osborn, Kenneth Copeland, and others still ministering, have seen and continue to see supernatural healings all over this planet even today. While some attempt to mix faith with medicine, many are healed by faith and prayer alone; which is the true Bible way.
 
Let us now consider several additional modern examples of healing by faith without the use of physicians, surgeons, pharmaceutical drugs or even natural substances.
In a recent book called “THE RICE MIRACLE” (published in America in 1997 by Orchard Publishing in Appleton, WI 54914), the author, Gosta Oman from Sweden, wrote of an incident involving his own supernatural healing as a young boy. Hungry for God’s Word, Gosta read his Bible at every opportunity. Learning that God promised to heal His people from every sickness, he had boldly proclaimed that truth to his religious neighbors. One of them, a farmer, hired Gosta. The two riding home from work one day, young Gosta found himself holding on for dear life to a cart behind a runaway horse. As the spooked animal bolted through a narrow gate, Gosta’s lower leg was crushed between the unmovable post and the cart he was riding upon. Both lower leg bones were splintered. The harness broke, letting the animal go free, so the farmer had to literally bear-the-boy-in-arms. The frantic employer begged Gosta to let him take him to the hospital at once. However, Gosta, having been so bold regarding the Lord’s promise to heal His people, insisted that God would heal him supernaturally. The farmer phoned Gosta’s father and tried to convince him to convince the suffering lad to go to the hospital. He discovered, however, that Gosta’s father was of that same persuasion. The elder Oman with a family friend prayed as they rode over on bicycles. En route to the boss’s house, Gosta’s father sensed that the work was done and began in faith to praise Deity for his brave son’s bodily healing. The boy was suddenly healed and jumped straight out of bed, landing on his formerly crushed leg; whereupon his farmer boss almost fainted. Young Gosta had challenged
gutless
religion by standing on Deity’s Word, and truth had won out before men through his faithfulness. God is looking for people today with the same spiritual courage!
Gosta was completely healed, although his leg remained
discolored for some years; which condition lent credibility to his testimony that he had really been seriously injured. In later years, he was required to take a medical examination, and when the doctor saw that leg, which was still discolored slightly, he asked Gosta what surgeon had put his leg back together. Gosta told him that doctor Jesus had healed him. The inquisitive physician, while examining an X-Ray of that leg, told Gosta that whoever
had
operated
on
him
had
done
a
perfect
job
of
putting
that
multitude
of
splinters
back
into
place. No human surgeon had touched Gosta’s crushed leg. It
was
all
done
supernaturally! His book talks of many other healing miracles, as well as the multiplication of food (from which came the title), just as it happened back in the days of Jesus and the uncompromising church.
 
Another modern day case of supernatural healing, plus
more, has been recorded on video tape. I have a copy in my library. A young African pastor was returning home from a trip when he lost control of his automobile as he descended a steep hill. Hitting a solid rock wall at the bottom, the man sustained serious chest and head injuries and was taken to a hospital for treatment. While being transported from that hospital to another he died on the way, and was then taken to the morgue where he was officially pronounced dead and then embalmed. There was no doubt he had expired!
The young pastor’s spouse, standing upon faith-building Scriptures such as Hebrews 11:35 (“Women received their dead raised to life again . . .”) refused to release her husband, and insisted that his stiff body (now in a casket) be taken to a meeting where evangelist
Reinhard
Bonnke was dedicating a new church building. For various reasons the corpse was not allowed to be taken into the main auditorium, so it was deposited on a table in the basement. Some of the church’s staff decided to pray and worship God over him; and after a time he began to breath. His body was still basically stiff, so they began to massage his limbs until the man completely revived. (His only soreness came from their massages.)
 
That cadaver had been dead for three whole days. When the young pastor visited the physician and mortician who had pronounced him dead, they were shocked. In this case, physicians had only prepared his body for burial; they
had
absolutely
nothing
to
do
with
his
healing
or
his
resurrection. That man’s wife truly “received her dead raised to life again.”
 
My own wife was healed supernaturally many years ago. While I was attending college, she supported the four of us (We had two children.) by working in a factory. One day she pulled
a
muscle in her lower back and left to see the doctor; visited the pharmacy for medication; then came home. The medicine which that physician prescribed to sooth her torn muscles did not relieve the pain at all. When I arrived home from school she was still suffering; remaining in bed.
After feeding her and the kids and finishing a few other chores, I started studying as usual. That was my fourth and graduating year of college, so I was working hard to finish my ministerial
training. In that year we had been introduced (by other students, not by any of my college professors) to what many know as the full-gospel message—believing that biblical miracles were supposed to continue to the present. We had just barely begun to learn that truth, so we did not know much at the time. About eight o’clock I heard my wife call my name and say: “I believe that if you would lay your hands on me and pray for me God would heal me.” I believe that was the Holy Spirit prompting her to say those words. I felt no surprise, fear, great faith or anything else. I just got up off the floor (one of my favorite studying positions), went into the bedroom, laid my hands on her back and prayed. I cannot recall the exact words I said, but when I finished I suggested she get out of bed. That had to be the Holy Spirit as well, for neither of us at the time knew enough to be that smart or full of faith for healing.
When I asked her to get up, she said she had planned to “try
to
get
up tomorrow morning”. However, I insisted (which was definitely the Spirit’s work) “If you are healed, then get up.” I took hold of my wife’s hand and she arose and sat on the edge of the bed; then she stood up and rotated her torso from side to side; then bent over and touched the floor with both hands flat. No drug can instantly relieve severe pain of damaged muscles and then mend those torn muscle fibers. Only
God
can
perform
such
a
miracle. Her healing could not have occurred because of the great
faith of either of us; we knew little about divine healing back then. I am persuaded that God extended His mercy to two naive people to give us just a little taste of His love and supernatural power.
Of course, we have experienced healings by faith alone on other occasions since that day, but none instantaneous like that first incident. We have had to walk out most of our healings by faith over
a
period
of
time. My wife has thwarted Satan’s attempt to put arthritis in her joints. I trusted God to extract my last two kidney stones supernaturally. (There were seven altogether over many years.) While we certainly do not have perfect records, I believe our health would have been far inferior today had we settled for the world’s health system instead of developing our faith to trust God alone. In our small church congregation other supernatural healings among our members have also been reported. Some of our people might now be dead had they not believed God for His supernatural healing of serious heart problems, etc.
 
Many believers seem to think that doctors and medicine will always be available; and if they are, we are supposed to use them. However, the time may soon come that hospitals, physicians and medicine will not be so plentiful; and even if they are, the cost may be prohibitive. Yet, even now in some places on the globe (in the high mountains or uninhabitable deserts, for example) medical help is scarce or nonexistent; and certain circumstances could quite unexpectedly place a believer in such a harsh location. To say the very least, it is unwise to wait until one has no choice in the matter to start trusting in God for healing. Faith
is
not
developed
overnight; and faith is necessary to walk in divine health!
 
And, as for that supposed necessity that Christians look to the medical profession for healing, I challenge anyone to prove from the Scriptures that God expects His own people to trust in man’s methods for their salvation, either in their spirits, souls or bodies! Jeremiah 17:5 plainly declares that those
who
put
their
trust
in
men (necessarily including those in the medical profession) are
cursed. Only people who trust in Jehovah-Rapha (for healing) are blessed. Jeremiah must have been referring to healing, because in verse fourteen he prayed: “Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed . . .” There is just no honest way theologians can brush off that Scripture. I know that traditional preachers use Mark 2:17 for support of their unbelief, but upon close inspection of that Scripture you will find the Lord was communicating something totally different from what gutless
religious
tradition has made of it. Mark 2:17 states: “. . . Jesus . . . saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” The religious response to this verse usually goes something like this: “See, Christ Himself said people need physicians. Therefore, the Savior has put His stamp of approval on the medical profession; end of argument.” Well, not quite! Look closely at what Jesus really said. “They that are whole have no need of the
physician, but they that are sick: I
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Jesus said He was that physician (healer)! In no way did Jesus approve of the physicians of that or any other day. In actuality, the scriptural evaluation of physicians is not a positive one in either the Old or New Testament. Second Chronicles 16:12-13 and Mark 5:25-26 are good examples of that truth.
 
People also need to consider this reality: Jehovah-Rapha will not share His healing glory with man. In Isaiah 48:11, the Healer said: “. . . I will not give my glory unto another.” Also be sure to check out Isaiah 23:9 and 42:8. Consider as well 1 Chronicles 16:29: “Give unto the LORD the glory due
unto
his
name . . .” What is Deity’s name? Among His other titles, He is well known as Jehovah-Rapha—the Lord Who heals. If God will not share His glory as the Healer with any other, that means He heals His people with no mixture of prayer and man’s means! Scripture is very clear about that!
 
The next two chapters completely destroy the traditional excuses
for
unbelief that are based on the misunderstanding of certain passages in both Old and New Testaments.







CHAPTER
TEN 
Disarming the critics—Old Testament
These next two chapters invalidate religious criticisms of divine healing by appealing to the same Scriptures men use to argue against that reality. This chapter is confined to Old Testament examples, the following one focusing on the New.
 
Before approaching those biblical examples, however, let me point out some facts regarding those who argue against supernatural
healing; exposing the flaws of their arguments. Having known many people with such negative
attitudes for many years, I have observed certain
patterns common to the critics and their ridiculous criticisms. Thus, I now present for your consideration these foundational truths.
 
God’s words and actions are supernatural, whereas most people are impressed only with what they behold in nature. Thus, one may expect a clash of ideas when the two realms collide. Religion proposes to reconcile those systems, but in fact perpetuates the unbridgeable gap. In the human realm, negativism generally holds sway, while the Almighty simply will not accept failure. Fallen man usually gravitates to the natural
state of things, whereas Deity beholds creation from a much higher
point
of
view. Check out Isaiah 55:10-11 and 1 Corinthians 2:14. God functions from the vantage
point of faith in His words, while humanity operates on the basis of the physical
senses, which register the surrounding curses. Man, by reason of his fallen nature, is limited by unbelief to what he can see, hear, feel, taste and smell. Thus, when he is faced with an undeniable miracle, man either attempts to explain such in terms of his own natural experience, or else denies the miracle altogether.
Religion argues that the Almighty performs supernatural acts only
within
the
spirit
of
man; claiming He does not save from physical, financial or social evils. Of course, He might break into the natural realm once in a while merely to prove He is still in sovereign control, but no one can depend upon Deity to always deliver them from natural problems. In fact, religion pressures believers to embrace their circumstances (including sickness and disease) as God’s will, claiming that such infirmities themselves will produce within them some sort of spiritual maturity. Such is a blatant satanic lie! God intervenes to shape us not only on the inside, but to change our outward circumstances as well! See Proverbs 4:20-22.
 
I said all of that in order to explain why people object to the idea that we should look to God as Savior of our bodies as well as Savior of our spirits. Mankind is prone to look at the negative side of existence. Therefore, although there are many positive examples of divine healing in the Bible, most people focus upon the few negative cases rather than those successful examples. People in general can readily relate to suffering humanity, but find
it
difficult
to
identify
with
those
who
walk
in
divine
health. The sick sympathize
with
people
whose
experiences
seem
to
closely
approximate
their
own. Of course, with that attitude no one can ever break free from a negative lifestyle. The enemy knows that, and keeps putting pressure on God’s people with such concepts to keep them in bondage to his dominion through that sick mentality.
 
However, I will reveal that even those negative instances recorded in certain passages were not God’s will in the lives of those people. We must always take into consideration the human
element in evaluating reasons behind such negative experiences. It
is
not
dependent
upon
God’s
will
alone! There are usually multiple factors involved. Proverbs 26:2 asserts: “As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the
curse
causeless
shall
not
come.” Scripture teaches the law of cause and effect; which means there
are
no
accidents
in
life! However, people who are steeped in religion have discovered a convenient religious escape route from the exercise of any personal responsibility concerning their sicknesses or other problems: They
simply
blame
them
all
upon
God! What relief from responsibility pertaining to unpleasant circumstances! How utterly convenient for Satan and cowardly Christians!
 
Before I get to those negative biblical examples, however, let us discuss Adam and Eve once again. The Creator made man free from infirmity and disease, thereby demonstrating that His will for mankind is health, not sickness and pain. No
one
was
sick
until
sin
was
introduced
on
earth! Does that state of things point to God as the source of such curses, or to the rebellion of the earth’s first human couple? Had God wanted man to suffer sickness and pain for the purpose of promoting spiritual maturity He would have filled him with misery right up front. Claiming illness is God’s will for one’s life is but an excuse to avoid walking by biblical faith!
 
Some of the incidents I will refer to I personally know to be used by religious people as excuses to yield to physical infirmity instead of fighting
it
with
spiritual
weaponry. Other cases, although I am not aware of them being used as such, could certainly be so utilized, and may have simply escaped my attention; for they fall into the same category of negative health experiences recorded in the Bible.
 
The first example I want to consider is Isaac’s blindness. Genesis 27:1 records: “And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old . . . his eyes were dim, so that he could not see . . .” The flimsy argument some might use would likely go something like this: “If the Patriarch Isaac went blind when he was old, who am I to expect my vision to remain clear all of my life?” At first glance that may sound commendable, but Scripture proves that argument reeks with unbelief. Religious patrons tend to believe negative experiences are God’s will for them just
because
they
happen! Well, is sin God’s will? Sin surely happens! If God does will for men to sin, He has no right to judge them for acting on His expressed will. Neither had He any right to make His Son to be sin in man’s place (were sin God’s will—2 Corinthians 5:21), because Jesus removed
our
sins. Hebrews 9:26 declares: “. . . but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to
put
away
sin by the sacrifice of himself.” The same goes for sickness. Matthew 8:17 says: “. . . Himself took
our
infirmities, and bare
our
sicknesses.” So, if God actually wants us to suffer sickness, why did He put our infirmities upon His Son as He hung upon the cross?
Deity made a covenant with Abraham and his offspring, promising the same
blessings to his descendants as He did to Abraham. Yet, the family members had to decide whether to walk in their covenant benefits, or tread some other path.
 
Abraham did not go blind! So, why do those people not cite Abraham as a good example; or Moses? Deuteronomy 34:7: “And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: [and] his
eye
was
not
dim, nor [was] his natural force abated.” Jacob’s descendants in Egypt were under the same agreement, but suffered for hundreds of years because they had forgotten their covenant and its accompanying benefits. When they finally remembered that covenant, Deity became mindful of them and sent Moses to Egypt to deliver them.
 
Many people cite Jacob’s tragic experiences as reason to cling to some infirmity in their own body. Genesis 32:24-25 records perhaps one of the greatest turning points in all of Jacob’s life: “And Jacob was left alone [before his upcoming encounter with his brother Esau, whom he feared would kill him because of the injustices Jacob had done to him in the past]; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out
of
joint, [while] he wrestled with him.” Genesis 32:31-32 then declares: “And as he [Jacob] passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he
halted
upon
his
thigh. Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because he touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh in the sinew that shrank.” Because Jacob bore an infirmity in his flesh from that encounter
with
a
heavenly
being, many today insist that God may require of them to suffer physical infirmities. But, have they wrestled with an angel all night? I doubt it! What, then, connects them with illness? What a lie the devil has sold the church in accepting sickness and infirmity! The New Testament declares without compromise that Jesus “. . . Himself took [away all of] our infirmities, and bare [removed] our sicknesses (Matthew 8:17).” Christians, therefore, have no business accepting illness as God’s will!
Regarding the latter years of Jacob’s life, Genesis 47:8-9 says: “Pharaoh [asked] Jacob, How old art thou? And Jacob said . . . the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years: [yet] few
and
evil
have
the
days
of
the
years
of
my
life
been, and
have
not
attained
unto
the
days
of
the
years
of
the
life
of
my
fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.” Evidently, Jacob’s complaining seems to grant sufferers the supposed
right to gripe about their multitude of troubles, although 1 Corinthians 10:10 posts this warning: “Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.” Genesis 47:28 informs us: “And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt [for] seventeen years: so the whole age of Jacob was an hundred [and] forty and seven years.” Finally, Genesis 48:1 says “. . . one told Joseph, Behold, thy father is sick . . .” But, was Jacob’s sickness a part of the Abrahamic Covenant? No! The fact that he was infirm in his last days does not mean that God wanted it that way, or that Jacob had no choice in the matter. Besides that, people who use Jacob’s illness as an excuse to keep theirs are sick all of their life. Jacob was sick only right before his death! And even then he engaged in prophecy. Do sick believers do that today? See Genesis chapters forty-eight and forty-nine.
 
Certainly, no one can cite the Egyptian plagues as God’s will for His obedient people. The Egyptians were pagan idol worshippers. The plagues they suffered were judgment from God upon that heathen nation and its manmade gods. Look at Exodus 12:12: “For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all [of] the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against
all [of] the
gods
of
Egypt
I
will
execute
judgment: [because] I
am
the
LORD.”
 
I have already mentioned the plagues God’s own people suffered in the wilderness, but none of those plagues were of God’s making. Israel incurred such hardships because of their personal rebellious attitudes and actions. Look at Acts 13:18: “And about the time of forty years suffered
he
their
manners in the wilderness.” Next, 1 Corinthians 10:5: “But with many of them [the Jews] God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown
in
the
wilderness.” Now Hebrews 3:17: “But with whom was he [God] grieved forty years? was it not with [His people] that
had
sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness?” Jude 1:5 then states: “I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye [believers] once knew this, how that the Lord, having
saved
the
people [Israelites] out
of
the
land
of
Egypt, afterward [in the wilderness] destroyed
them
that
believed
not.” So many Christians accept illness as part of life for
the
faithful
as
well
as
the
unfaithful. Nothing could be further from the truth. Deity’s covenant promises are for those who believe and obey. His judgments are reserved for the rebellious! In which category do you see yourself?
 
Another example some people may cite as God’s possible will even
for
pregnant
Christian
women is the tragic death of Jacob’s favorite wife Rachel. Genesis 35:16 says: “And they journeyed from Bethel . . . and Rachel travailed, and she had hard labour.” Verse eighteen: “And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for she died) . . .” The woman did birth a son before she expired. To be honest, Rachel was an idol worshipper! Moreover, Jacob had unwittingly pronounced a curse on Rachel by saying whoever had stolen Laban’s idols should not live. See Genesis 31:32. Therefore, no Christian woman has any right to use Rachel’s negative experience to welcome the same tragedy into her life. Both Galatians 3:13 and 1 Timothy 2:15 assure her of a safe delivery.
 
What do the experiences of others (whether good or bad) have to do with us anyway? Terrible tragedies are occurring somewhere in our world continuously, yet most people will not identify with every kind of problem. Why claim diabetes but not cancer? Why believe it was God’s will for one’s leg to get broken, but not to suffer third degree burns in a house fire? People tend to relate to ailments which they think they can tolerate, or which seem somehow to be to their personal advantage. For instance, when I was a young man I noticed that one in my wife’s family got special attention because he was plagued with back problems. Being somewhat dense in those days, I lusted after that same kind of attention. Now, the devil is always looking for such opportunities, so it was not long before I began to experience back pains and had to get chiropractic help. I did not know then that Jesus healed supernaturally. Besides, why should I attempt to get healed anyway? I needed to continue ailing in order to keep getting attention. However, I was disappointed with my experiment. The little attention I got through my infirmity was not worth the pain I endured. Moreover, that chiropractor charged me money to relieve the pain which gave me that attention! It is shocking how unwise people can be concerning sickness.
 
I also read somewhere about a woman who was confined to a wheelchair, and for whom someone wanted to pray that she might be healed. To that man’s surprise, she refused to receive prayer on the grounds that her husband would have to attend to her needs (as she had his for many years) if she remained an invalid! If she were healed, then she could not punish him. It is truly amazing how some people’s priorities get all twisted. Had she been healed, then both she and her husband would have been blessed mightily, and could have been a blessing to others as well. Selfishness makes people short-sighted and narrow-minded; prompting them to create and perpetuate their own little world of hurts.
 
I have no biblical right to identify with any other human being’s sickness as a reason to tolerate ailments in my own life; nor indeed to claim health as mine simply because they are healthy. The truth is that Jesus
Christ
Himself
identified
with
my
sicknesses
in
order
to
heal
me
of
them! Sickness is no longer my lot in life because of my relationship to Jesus Christ and my faith-walk based on the covenant resident in His shed blood and broken body (1 Corinthians 11:24-25). Being healed in
Christ, I have no right to claim sickness of any kind as my own, whether or not other people are sick. Nor does their health guarantee me health. I have to receive my health from the Source of health, just as they also must develop a personal relationship with the Savior of the body (Ephesians 5:23), in order to walk in divine health. In other words, my health (good or bad) does not depend upon other people’s conditions. Healing comes only by my identification with Christ’s crucifixion, death, burial and resurrection.
Psalms 91 promises us that if we abide in the protective custody of the Almighty, then: “A thousand shall fall at thy [our] side, and ten thousand at thy [our] right hand; but it [disaster] shall
not
come
nigh
thee [us].” Look at verses one and seven, and indeed that entire psalm. I am never to take upon myself other people’s blessings or curses. My lifestyle is to be based upon my own relationship with Jesus Christ, not on other people’s fortunes or misfortunes. Identification with Job’s sore boils, Rachel’s birth-death or Jacob’s limp is dishonoring to the redemption that Christ purchased for us with His own shed blood. Sickness never blesses!
 
Some claim King David’s complaint about his sicknesses means we must be willing to bear a load of infirmity as well. In Psalms 38:6-7 David candidly confessed: “I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly; I
go
mourning all the day long. For my loins are filled with a loathsome
disease: and there
is
no
soundness
in
my
flesh.” I suggest the sickness-sympathizers consider verses one through five: “O LORD, rebuke me not in thy wrath [due to my sin]: neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure.
For thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand presseth [upon] me sore. There
is
no
soundness
in
my
flesh because of thine [Jehovah’s] anger; neither is there any rest in my bones because
of
my
sin.
For mine
iniquities are gone over mine head: as an heavy burden they are too heavy for me.
My
wounds
stink and are corrupt because
of
my [own] foolishness (Psalms 38:1-5).” Then look at verse eleven: “My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my [foul smelling] sore; and my kinsmen stand afar off.” This is a description of a venereal disease. Sometime during David’s adventures (perhaps with Bathsheba) he contracted some foul illness. What was the outcome after King David repented? Psalms 103:2-3: “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:
Who forgiveth
all
thine
iniquities; [and] who
healeth
all
thy
diseases . . .” It is very unwise to formulate theological doctrines based upon the failures of some other man’s life! Would we want others to pattern their lifestyles upon their observance of our own experiences at
any
given
time? There are times when all of us in the midst of a test may look like complete failures. Even the apostle Paul wanted believers to emulate his attitudes and actions, not partake of his every experience. Look at Acts 26:29 and Philippians 3:17.
 
Second Chronicles 21:15 relates another incident in the annals of the Jewish kings: “And thou [Jehoram] shalt have great
sickness
by
disease
of
thy
bowels, until
thy
bowels
fall
out
by
reason
of
the
sickness
day
by
day.” And, just as the prophet predicted, 2 Chronicles 21:18-19 states: “And after all this the LORD smote him [Jehoram] in his bowels with an incurable
disease. And it came to pass, that in process of time, after the end of two years, his bowels fell out [of his body] by reason of his sickness: so he died of sore diseases. And his people made no burning for him, like the burning of his fathers.” The New King James Bible says that Jehoram departed to
no
one’s
sorrow. Because of his great evil, this
king
was
neither
liked
by
his
people
nor
honored
by
Deity. I am not aware of anyone pouncing upon this man’s example as Jehovah-Rapha’s goal for His own faithful people. I pray the church never sinks to such a sadistic theological level.
 
Of course, there are always people who remind us of the fact that even the prophet Elisha was baldheaded and died of sickness. There are some things I need to point out about Elisha’s experiences. First, no Scripture reveals that Elisha ever petitioned God to preserve or restore his hair. Perhaps such a condition never bothered him, as it does so many men today. Moreover, as I pointed out already, some people appeal to the shortcomings of others rather than looking at the more successful examples. Why should a person expect baldness to be irreversible just because one of the prophets of old was bald? Out of all the Bible examples (some having hair and some not), why relate to one who had none? Check out 2 Samuel 14:25-26 and 2 Kings 2:23. In Matthew 19:26 and Mark 9:23, we discover that all
things
are
possible with God and to
believers. Thus, the reversal of hair loss must fit into the realm of possibility somewhere.
The bottom line is this: Elisha asked for a double
portion of Elijah’s anointing, not for good health (2 Kings 2:9); and Elisha received exactly
what
he
requested. For every miracle God granted in connection with Elijah’s ministry, twice that many fell to Elisha; although for the latter prophet the last occurred after his death. See 2 Kings 13:20-21. That Elisha died of illness does not mean that Deity wanted it that way! It just means such happened to the prophet Elisha. Being
a
prophet
did
not
shield
the
man
from
sickness. Prophets have to personally believe God for their health the same as other people. There are no shortcuts for anyone. The anointing on Elisha was for ministry to other
people, not for his personal use. It works the very same today. I know of modern cases of God’s servants dying of some debilitating disease in spite of having a tremendous healing anointing upon their lives. The gifts of healings are for people who do not know how to walk in divine health for themselves. Personal faith in God’s Word for complete
salvation is the way God desires informed people to enjoy divine health. Appealing to Elisha’s sickness as reason to cling to an illness in one’s own body might be to identify with Elisha’s complacency or neglect rather than with God’s plan for his life. Scripture does not say that God willed for Elisha to die of an illness; it just says that he died sick! Nor does Scripture say sickness confined Elisha to bed for years-on-end, as happens to many excuse-mongers!
 
Second Kings twenty and Isaiah thirty-eight tell of King Hezekiah’s sickness and healing. God even sent His prophet to the king to announce his impending death (2 Kings 20:1; Isaiah 38:1). Does that mean God wanted the king to die, or that God was well aware that he was about to die? If it were true that God willed for him to die, then Hezekiah was able to finagle from Deity a fifteen year extension to his lifespan. (See 2 Kings 20:6 and Isaiah 38:5.) Is God moved by man’s emotional tactics, or was He being above all else a merciful God by extending the life of one of Judah’s better kings?
I read the commentary of a religious theologian, claiming that extending the life of King Hezekiah was a big mistake. Israel became worse off because of his extra fifteen years as their king. Perhaps without even realizing it, that theologian accused the Almighty of committing a wrong. Yet, my Bible says there
is
no
unrighteousness
in
Him (Psalms 92:15).
 
Possibly, one of the most common Old Testament illness incidents used as an excuse to accept sickness as from God is the stroke experienced by Ezekiel’s spouse. Ezekiel 24:16 says: “Son of man, behold, I
take
away
from
thee
the
desire
of
thine
eyes [Ezekiel’s wife] with
a
stroke: yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither shall thy tears run down.” In this Scripture, religious people see supposedly
definite
proof that God sometimes causes even
His
faithful
people to have physical illness that takes their lives. Strokes are to be seen as God’s will for
the
faithful
as
well
as
the
unfaithful. Based upon this lone passage, we are urged to believe that if one suffers from a stroke, then God Himself must have willed it for some mysterious purpose; and that we are to graciously accept it as from His hand. If God did it, then there must be a good reason for it. Under that kind of religious pressure, what dedicated Christian would be quick to resist illness? Let us dare to investigate this obviously
satanic
teaching. I
make
no
apologies
for
calling
it
satanic! Let me state again how it seems that in spite of the many Scriptures that show God’s position relating to sickness, some people insist that these isolated examples override God’s clear statements on the matter. A prophet’s wife suffering a stroke overshadows the reality that Jesus removed our sicknesses and diseases. In Ezekiel 24:18 the prophet recorded: “So I spake unto the people in the morning: and at
even
my
wife
died; and I did in the morning as I was commanded [not to mourn].” First of all, the woman did not stay in a hospital or nursing home for years-on-end as a result of that stroke. She suffered not even a whole day! Ezekiel spoke that morning, and his wife died that night. Furthermore, the word stroke found in this passage does not necessarily correspond to the modern use or understanding of the term. It does not mean she suffered from a blood clot or blood vessel rupture within her brain; it only signifies that with one fell swoop her life expired.
Besides that, why do the people who supposedly identify with Ezekiel here not go all the way? Ezekiel 24:19-24 tells us: “And the people said unto me, Wilt
thou
not
tell
us
what
these
things
are
to
us, that thou doest so? Then I answered them, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying . . . I will profane my sanctuary, the excellency of your strength, the
desire
of
your
eyes . . . And
ye
shall
do
as
I
have
done: ye shall . . . not
mourn
nor
weep . . . Thus Ezekiel
is
unto
you [rebels] a
sign [of judgment]: according to all that he hath done shall ye do . . . when this cometh, ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.” I doubt that people claiming their loved one suffered a stroke as Ezekiel’s wife did believe that they are signs to a nation about to go into captivity for its rebellion!
Moreover, many who contend they are suffering because it must be God’s will for their lives do all they can medically to rid themselves of their supposed blessing. By doing so, is he or she not thwarting the very plan of Deity for his or her life? It is time for believers to get honest about these things!
The Bible says nothing about Ezekiel’s wife except that she was taken away from her husband with a single stroke. Nothing is said about her age, the state of her relationship with her husband or her God. Yet, multitudes of people over the centuries have claimed that their own physical
problems were akin to those of Ezekiel’s spouse. After looking at one surface
similarity they accept illness as from Deity, ignoring all other factors connected to the incident. Simply amazing!
 
To recap: We have looked at several cases of sickness as recorded in the Old Testament, observing how multitudes of people identify with those particular incidents, seeing them as similar to their own, without considering any of the other factors possibly involved therein. Assuming there are two to ten observable factors regarding any sickness incident, how can anybody claim the right to pick out one of those factors with which to identify his or her case and ignore the others? Were those people in perfect obedience to God? The Bible is silent about many things that could affect such cases.
 
We have investigated the negative health experiences of Isaac, Jacob, Rachel, Elisha, David, Hezekiah, the nation of Israel and Ezekiel’s wife. In an earlier chapter we looked at Job and his many troubles. Scripture teaches that in all of those cases it was Satan’s will for them to have problems; it was Deity’s will to save them. For people to claim that their sufferings mirror such incidents is at least humorous, if not blasphemous. No actual similarity is even possible.
 
Deity’s promises
are
our
potential. Saints throughout the ages have reached various
degrees of that potential. Most of them saw only a small percentage of what could have been. Read Hebrews 11:39-40. Many people fall short of the goals they have set for themselves. Lowering their expectations to the negative
experiences
of
certain
biblical
characters, people will most likely even come short of those goals; not faring as well as they did. Why not set our sights on the examples of success; or the potential which God has set before us in his Word? Hebrews 12:1-2 commands us: “. . . seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the [personal] sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking
unto
Jesus [not at cases of failure] the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” The Savior is our best God-approved example. Let us emulate Him!







CHAPTER
ELEVEN 
Disarming the critics—New Testament
Even more mind-boggling than are those excuses people pull out of the Old Testament Scriptures to justify tolerating sickness in their own bodies are those they extract from the New Testament writings; despite the overwhelming evidence to the contrary contained in both testaments. While the Old Testament Scriptures abound in promises of bodily healing for people under both covenants, as well as mention several examples of healing back then, the New Testament writings overflow with cases of physical healing involving individuals as well as multitudes of sick people. Yet, in the face of such staggering scriptural proof, religious
patrons point to certain cases in which some supposedly did not get healed through prayer; and at least one instance in which Deity supposedly commanded His faithful prophet to remain infirm in spite of his petitions to be delivered from some chronic illness!
 
No possible negative examples can be found in Matthew, although some excuse-mongers may try to extract one from Matthew 17:15-16, where a concerned father begged this of the Messiah: “Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatic, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. And I brought him to thy disciples, and
they
could
not
cure
him.” However, any contention that heaven’s design was for that young man to remain demon-possessed (simply because Jesus’ disciples were not able to cast it out) dissipates upon reading the Messiah’s response in Matthew 17:17: “Then Jesus answered and said [to the father as well as to the entire unbelieving crowd], O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer [or tolerate] you? bring him [the youth] hither to me.” Verse eighteen then reports: “And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was [healed] from that very hour.” Our Savior’s actions silenced all arguments against Deity’s will to heal in that and all other cases! As for the scriptural explanation of the disciples’ big failure in that moment
of
truth, Matthew 17:19-21 records: “Then came the disciples to Jesus [asking], Why could not we cast [that evil spirit] out? Jesus said . . . Because
of
your
unbelief . . . If
ye
have
faith . . . nothing
shall
be
impossible
unto
you.” Thus, there is no
honest
way anyone can claim it was Deity’s will for that lad (or anyone else) to be oppressed by the devil.
Any religious use of the incident in Mark chapter seven (in which a Gentile woman appealed to Christ to deliver her demon-possessed daughter) as a case showing God refusing to heal will boomerang on the users, because that Scripture calls healing the children’s
bread—a guaranteed blessing of the covenant. “And from thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into an house, and would have no [one to] know it: but he could not be hid. For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean [evil] spirit, heard of him, and came and fell at his feet: The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her daughter. But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet [proper] to take the
children’s
bread, and to cast it unto the [little] dogs. And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the [children’s] table eat of the children’s [bread] crumbs. And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter. And when she was come to her house, she found the devil [demon] gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed [totally healed].” See Mark 7:24-30.
Luke 16:19-31 certainly appears to offer a bona fide excuse to many for accepting sickness as God’s will for the believer. A man named Lazarus was sick and poor all his life, while his rich neighbor fared sumptuously every day. Upon their deaths, the rich man was punished, whereas Lazarus was comforted in Abraham’s bosom. But, why do those excuse-mongers not also want the dogs to lick their sores? Nothing in this passage suggests God wanted Lazarus to be sick!
 
The only passages in the gospels that even seem to lend themselves as excuse material to those who are determined to cling to illness are John chapters nine and eleven. “And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which [had been] blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who [sinned, the man], or his parents, [so] that he was born blind? Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the [healing] works of God should be made manifest in him (John 9:1-3).” Let us dare to take this case out to its logical
biblical
conclusion.
The arguments of those excuse-mongers begin to break down as one analyzes this passage. First, the idea that that man’s blindness from his birth could have been caused by his own sin suggests the disciples believed man sins even in the womb. How else could any man sin before he was born? Scriptural reality, however, eliminates any such possibility. Notice the Lord’s answer to their inquiry. “Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents . . .” That
satisfied
their
curiosity. Then He said: “. . . but
that
the
works
of
God
should
be
made
manifest
in
him [the blind man] . . .” Closely observe that next verse: “I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can [do] work (John 9:4).” Translators added
punctuation to Greek manuscripts. So, consider this: Having answered their query, Jesus then made an unrelated statement. Thus, this passage should be constructed: “Jesus answered them, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents [period]. But that the works of God should be made manifest in him, I
must
work
the
works
of
him
that
sent
me, while
it
is
day: the night cometh, when no man can [see to do] work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world (John 9:3-5).” Instead of claiming the man was born blind so Jesus could someday heal him, the Lord rather proclaimed that if that man were ever going to be healed He would need to get to work on him. That makes much more sense than to believe that God planned for the man to suffer all his life up to that time, just so the Messiah could perform a miracle on him in his adult years!
Besides all that; those who use this Scripture to support their excuses to stay
sick fail to acknowledge that this man was healed. He did not suffer blindness his entire life! Why anybody would fight for the right to hold onto their sickness is beyond my comprehension. People require a great deal of satanic help to sink to such a low point of understanding of Holy Scripture. That man was blind for a while, but then he was able to see. Why do people who use this incident as an excuse to remain infirm in their flesh identify with the man before, but not
after, he was healed?
 
The next passage people use to argue that God has some mysterious purpose for sickness in the lives of His people is John 11:2-4, which says: “(It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.) Therefore his sisters sent [word] unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. When Jesus heard that, he said, This
sickness
is
not
unto
death, but [it is] for
the
glory
of
God, that
the
Son
of
God
might
be
glorified
thereby.” Many twist this passage to make it seem
to
say that God gets glory out of sickness.
Let us closely examine this passage to determine what it actually teaches. First, the Lord said Lazarus’ sickness was not
unto
death; yet many people who use this passage as an excuse to retain their illness carry theirs right down to their death; and then they stay dead! Some may comment, “After the Savior said that Lazarus’ illness was not
unto
death, the man died anyway.” However, although death had occurred, death
did
not
have
the
final
word! Jesus meant that Lazarus would be delivered from both illness and death. Do excuse-mongers envision such an outcome from their sickness? No! Instead, they use this Scripture as an excuse to keep their infirmity. To them death is a blessed relief from their pains; which they (supposedly) heroically bore for the glory of their Lord (and in numerous cases complaining the whole time). Such doctrines are themselves full of religious corruption!
Dare answer this provocative question: In Lazarus’ case, when
was
God
glorified? Does this passage reveal any glory connected to his sickness? John chapter eleven shows that everyone was sad over the fact that sickness and death had prevailed over Lazarus’ life. No glory was manifested before the Master broke the power of sickness and death over that man! So, if God was not glorified until Jesus raised Lazarus up from the dead (a healed man), then how dare people use this incident as an excuse to glorify both their sickness and death by embracing them? In John 11:40, the Lord said to Lazarus’ sister Martha, “Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest
believe, thou shouldest
see the glory of God?” The glory of God had obviously not
been
seen in that case before Lazarus rose from the grave. Thus, that incident cannot be used as valid excuse material for people looking for excuses to accept their sickness instead of resisting it!
 
Whatever glorifies the Lord always provokes persecution from the religious crowd. The Lazarus incident was a prime example. John 12:10-11 says: “. . . the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death; Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus.” Would such have occurred had Lazarus remained ill or deceased? Obviously not, for many Jews grieved over his death. They were not at that time in the persecution mode. When Jesus performed a supernatural deed, however, Satan called out the religious persecution squad. Why do religious adherents never
persecute those who teach that Deity wants His people to suffer from sickness? Why do they bad-mouth and persecute those who believe in divine healing and other such blessings? Because miracles expose religion to be gutless as well as powerless!
 
Some may argue that the book of Acts reveals that there were many sick people in the land even after Christ’s three-and-a-half year healing ministry; which must mean that He purposely left people sick for God’s glory (according to such stupid
doctrines). It requires only little intelligence, however, to realize that in all likelihood the Lord did not cross paths with everyone who was sick. Moreover, many people might not have been sick when Jesus walked the planet; they fell ill later. Furthermore, you will remember that many did not believe He was Who He said He was, and purposely refused to partake of His ministry. However, all the sick mentioned in Acts were healed through the church’s ministry, just like others were under the Master’s hand! According to Acts 1:1, the church was to continue the same ministry Jesus began. Where is the sickness /blessing doctrine in Scripture?
 
Of course, the life of the apostle Paul is the most famous (actually infamous) case used to argue that God sometimes wants His people to suffer sickness. Not only did both Jews and Gentiles abuse the apostle while he walked upon earth, religious people yet abuse the man; concocting demonic lies about his supposed
struggles
with
sickness
in
his
own
body. However, after finishing this chapter you will never evaluate Paul the same again. He became victor in every department of his being; including his physical well-being.
 
Let us begin with the Acts account of Paul’s conversion. As Satan’s right hand man, Saul of Tarsus headed out from Jerusalem toward Damascus to arrest Christians there and bring them back to Jerusalem for punishment as heretics. Just outside Damascus, the glorified Lord appeared to Saul in a blinding light. In Acts 26:12-13, Paul related that event to King Agrippa: “. . . as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the [midday] sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me.” The impact of that startling experience was recorded in Acts 9:8-9: “And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he
saw
no
man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three
days
without
sight, and [he] neither did eat nor drink.” These Scriptures have served many highly educated and respected theologians as a theological springboard into the time-honored doctrine which claims the Damascus road event rendered Saul (Paul) either partially blind for the rest of his life, or so weakened his eyes that later on in life Paul succumbed to an oriental disease called Ophthalmia, from which he never fully recovered.
In Christ’s ministry, when spiritually blind Jews came to Him to be healed of physical blindness, that is exactly what they got. However, according to the religious traditionalists this spiritually blind Pharisee—Saul—had his spiritual eyes opened when he met Jesus, but went away physically blind! According to them, Paul exchanged his physical
eyesight for spiritual
insight. Nothing could be further from the truth!
The devil’s plan in all of this, of course, is to convince us Christians that because we are commanded to follow Paul’s example (Philippians 1:29-30), if Christ willed for Paul to be afflicted with a painful illness, then we too should be willing to endure such sufferings. That is only one of many satanic traps the modern day church has fallen into. How amazing it is that many people opt to believe some obscure religious tradition over a super-abundance of clear biblical truth!
 
Before disarming the religious traditionalists concerning Paul’s example, I must first disclose their ammunition. The prime passage those theological
critics use mentions a thorn in Paul’s flesh. In 2 Corinthians 12:7, the apostle confessed this: “. . . lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations [which Paul received through heavenly visions], there
was
given
to
me
a
thorn
in
the
flesh, the messenger [angel] of
Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.” The second most used Scripture in connection with this argument is Galatians 4:13-15, which says: “Ye know how through
infirmity
of
the
flesh I preached the gospel unto you at
the
first. And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? for I bear you record, that, if it had been possible, ye [all] would have plucked
out
your
own
eyes, and
have
given
them
to
me.”
Now for the traditional
arguments: Paul admitted he had a thorn in his flesh (2 Corinthians 12:7). Then, in Galatians 4:13-14, he stated that (at
one
time) he had had an infirmity in his flesh, which seems from verse fifteen to have affected the man’s eyes. (All
this
supposedly
proves
that
the
apostle
was
afflicted
with
some
kind
of
eye
disease.) The summit of that contention is found in 2 Corinthians 12:8-10: “For this thing [Paul’s thorn] I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the [saving] power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take [great] pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for
Christ’s
sake . . .”
The religious argument goes like this: “God did not want His prophet to be too highly exalted, so He gave him a thorn in his flesh. That thorn was some kind of physical
infirmity which affected his eyes, and was most likely an eye disease. When the thorn became unbearable, Paul pleaded with God for relief, but Deity said NO! That meant the Healer wanted Paul to remain sick—to keep the disease in his body. Christ was far more glorified by Paul bearing his thorn (sickness) than He would have been by His servant being healed.”
The traditional argument does not end there, however. It gets even worse. This supposedly diseased prophet stated in Philippians 1:29-30: “For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to
believe
on
him, but also to
suffer
for
his
sake; Having
the
same
conflict
which
ye
saw
in
me, and
now
hear
to
be
in
me.” Because Paul’s conflict was sickness, and we are to partake of that same kind of conflict, then we too must expect to bear a load of sickness as Paul did (?)!
 
If you think such arguments make good sense, then you too have been hoodwinked by religious tradition! I refuse to back off from speaking the truth. That religious lie must be confronted and eliminated with scriptural reality.
Every point of that satanic tradition breaks down before biblical truth. First, those who claim they are suffering just as Paul did are actually presumptuous if not blasphemous. Paul acquired his thorn because of his revelations. On what basis do the modern day sickness-sympathizers gain theirs? Secondly, Paul
sought
to
get
rid
of
his
thorn, whereas
people
today
claim
they
should
want
to
keep
theirs. Moreover, Paul categorically described his thorn in 2 Corinthians 11:23-28: “. . . in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty
stripes save [except] one. Thrice was I beaten
with
rods, once was I stoned [Acts 14:19], thrice I suffered
shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in
the
deep; In journeyings often, in perils
of
waters, in perils
of
robbers, in perils
by
mine
own
countrymen, in perils
by
the
heathen, in perils
in
the
city, in perils
in
the
wilderness, in perils
in
the
sea, in perils
among
false
brethren; In weariness [labor] and painfulness [wearisome labor], in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold
and
nakedness. Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the
care
of
all
the
churches.” Paul condensed all of the facets of his God-ordained (?) thorn in 2 Corinthians 12:10. It consisted of: Infirmities (his personal human limitations), reproaches, necessities, persecutions and intense distresses for Christ’s sake. Not
one
time
does
Paul
mention
sickness
or
disease! The Greek term translated infirmities covers every aspect of human weakness, and does not always refer to an actual illness. The following passages contain some form of the same Greek word, which
in
most
cases
is
rendered
weak or weakness. Try to make sickness fit into these: Matthew 26:41, Mark 14:38, Acts 20:35, Romans 4:19, 8:3, 14:1-2, 21, 15:1, 1 Corinthians 1:25, 8:7, 9-12, 9:22, 12:22, 15:43, 2 Corinthians 11:21, 29, 13:4, Galatians 4:9, Hebrews 5:2, 7:18, 28 and 1 Peter 3:7. Paul was never diseased! He was persecuted by religious people and an evil angel for the sole purpose of bringing to a halt his revolutionary ministry.
Excuse-mongers list every kind of sickness as their own personal thorn (but not persecution for their faith), whereas Paul listed every kind of persecution (but not one sickness)! How, then, can the modern religious sickness/thorn theory square with Holy Scripture? It never has and never will! It is merely a cowardly
excuse to avoid the good fight of faith.
It is strange how Paul was able to engage in labors
more
abundant, although he supposedly bore a painful disease in his body, whereas those who bear sickness
thorns today are usually incapacitated
at
home or in
the
hospital! The apostle also traveled extensively, while the sick today take
leaves
of
absence from their jobs and postpone other responsibilities. Paul (even with his thorn) went about establishing churches all over the Roman Empire, but thorn-bearers today cannot even make it to church meetings! Who is kidding whom?
 
People who teach that God gets glory out of His servants remaining sick are hypocrites; for while they spout off such religious doctrines you will find them doing their best to rid themselves of their thorns either at the doctor’s
office, at the local pharmacy, or in the hospital
emergency
room. Paul, on the other hand, dealt with his thorn much differently. Once he discovered what the thorn was he bravely confronted it. He neither ran away from it nor accepted it as something he could do nothing about.
 
Let us now look closely at the primary Scripture passage the modern day sickness/thorn doctrine is founded on, and then systematically
pull
down
every
leg
it
stands
upon. First of all, 2 Corinthians 12:7 is not concerned about Paul being exalted, but his being exalted above
measure. God wants to exalt His people! First Peter 5:6 says so. His chief concern is our attempting to exalt ourselves! Read Psalms 75:6-7. Paul being exalted above measure was Satan’s worry, not God’s!
Paul did say he was given a thorn in the flesh because of those almost incommunicable heavenly revelations, “lest he be exalted above measure.” Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-4. How Paul’s thorn was manifested we have already discussed, but now let us consider the source behind his thorn. Satan sent his messenger (a fallen angel) to accompany Paul wherever he went, and at all times. His assignment was to cause Paul as much trouble and discouragement as possible.
Nowhere do the Scriptures say God sent some evil agent against Paul. Deity
sent
His
apostle
out
to
preach
the
gospel, whereas that
messenger
of
Satan
attempted
to
stop
Paul
in
his
gospel
tracks. Why would the Savior attempt to cripple the very man He had commissioned to carry the message of salvation to the world? That may make religious sense, but it
lines
up
with
neither
common
sense
nor
scriptural
reality! The very idea that God would deliberately crush His faithful messenger with one of the devil’s angelic cohorts is beyond comprehension. God Himself, Who cannot lie, said this was Satan’s messenger, not some heaven-sent thorn. How, then, can the religious bunch claim that it was God’s will for His servant to suffer at the hands of that evil personality?
 
Now let us discuss the crucial center of this argument. It is taught that it was God’s will for Paul to tolerate the thorn because He had said no to Paul’s repeated request that it be removed. That lame argument shows the sheer shallowness of the theologians who concocted that flimsy fable. Second Corinthians 12:9 does not say that God said no to Paul. The Greek text and some English versions word the clause just as it should be: “AND he said to me . . .” The word BUT is not in any of those Greek manuscripts. Thus, the Savior neither argued with nor denied His faithful apostle. In actuality, He granted the man instructions on how to get rid of the thorn! “And he said unto me, My
grace
is
sufficient
for
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that
the
power
of
Christ
may
rest
upon
me (2 Corinthians 12:9).” Religious tradition teaches that God gave Paul grace merely to
put
up
with that thorn, whereas the Bible revealed to Paul (and to us) how to get rid of Satan’s thorny harassments. By grace!
The underlying evil of such a stupid
doctrine is that God offers us a trade-off. If we are willing to bear physical pains, the Savior will grant us spiritual blessings. In other words, I cannot enjoy both physical benefits and spiritual benefits at the same time. Going for natural well-being will cost me my spiritual closeness to Christ. That doctrine pushes the idea that we can actually purchase
spiritual
blessings with bodily suffering. No greater lie was ever pawned off on the church. Such concepts serve Satan’s purposes, not God’s!
Not only that, people who claim physical suffering draws believers closer to God cannot provide one case of that ever having occurred. They may loudly proclaim it, but can offer no real evidence that it has ever happened. Instead, I have noticed many Christians become bitter at God over sickness in their body! They may repeat religious doctrine, but their lives prove they really believe the very opposite. I have seen no evidence that they gladly
glory in their infirmities!
 
Now think about this with me: Deity stated in this verse: “. . . my strength is made perfect in weakness.” If by asthenia (Strong’s 769) the Lord meant a bodily sickness, then God’s power would always be restricted to people with sickness in their bodies! No well person could ever release God’s ability. Or, at least they should not expect the fullness of His power to manifest through them. Obviously, then, asthenia in this context is talking about human
inability to get the job done. That is why Paul said he took pleasure in his infirmities. He realized through this revelation that when his human power was insufficient to meet the challenges he faced, God’s Holy Spirit anointing would take over and render him victorious. You see, Almighty God refuses to share with us the glory for our victories. Isaiah 42:8: “I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images [or to men].” Isaiah 23:9: “The LORD of hosts hath purposed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and to bring into contempt all the honourable of the earth.”
 
It is the same principle Jesus taught His disciples in the boat on the stormy sea. Rather than their crying out to Him for deliverance, He
wanted
them
to
use
what
He
had
taught
them in His parables to
force
the
storm
to
cease. Paul had to learn the very same lesson: Neither capitulate to the storms of life, nor beg God to take away the things He commanded and equipped us to overcome. Because both Jesus and Paul are our examples, we are to do the same! See Mark 4:1-41.
 
Notice also, Paul said that he gloried in those infirmities (plural). If his thorn was sickness, then he either must have had many diseases simultaneously throughout his lifetime, or about the time he got over one sickness he would come down with another! Surely then, Paul was not talking about some physical disease in his body. He braved persecutions; and even mastered them over time through divine ability.
Why else would Paul take
pleasure
in
infirmities? Was he crazy? Truth is that little apostle overcame all his problems (one by one) through
the
power
of
God working in his life. In 2 Corinthians 12:10, he declared: “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for
when
I
am
weak, then
am
I
strong.” Was Paul saying here, “When I am sick, then I am well?” In this case, asthenia obviously signified weakness in ability to achieve victory. Human nature trusts itself until it becomes obvious that one’s own ability will not suffice. Paul learned early on that it was better to avoid such failure by trusting God’s supernatural abilities right from the start!
 
Another passage that supposedly bolsters the argument that Paul was nearly blind is Galatians 6:11. Young’s Literal Translation says: “Ye see in how large letters I have written [un]to you with my own hand . . .” Could Paul not have had other reasons besides poor
eyesight for using large letters to write those epistles? It may merely have been his personal style! Those sickness/thorn doctrine patrons look for every shred of supposed evidence they can find to support their cowardice. If Galatians 6:11 signifies that the apostle Paul could not see well, how would that square with Acts 18:3: “And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them [Aquila and Priscilla], and wrought: for by their occupation they [the three] were tentmakers.” If Paul could not see well enough to write, how did he ever manage to make tents that people would be willing to buy?
 
And, as for the Galatians 4:13-15 statements, remember that Paul was stoned in Lystra, a city located in the region of Galatia. When his followers gathered around the apostle, he arose and went into the next towns to preach the gospel there. Though alive
and
well
enough
to
travel, Paul likely yet sported a few ugly bruises. Those angry people who wanted him dead aimed their earthen missiles at Paul’s vulnerable head, where his eyes were located! Would such wounds not be a gruesome sight? Might not sympathizers desire to lend their eyes to that beloved apostle? Think about it! Moreover, Paul said in verse thirteen that he had a bodily infirmity the first
time he preached there; not over his entire lifespan. In all probability, that infirmity was the result of the stoning at Lystra, and not a disease; for the Greek word for disease is nosos, whereas Paul used the word asthenia—weakness.
Remember too that James in his letter urged those who are under trial to count
it
all
joy. Why? Because God expects us to just grin and bear our troubles as long as we can? No! By cooperating with God in our trials we will thwart Satan’s temptations and keep his junk out of our lives!
I must also point out that this incident of Paul’s stoning could well have been the time he was caught up to the third heaven, where he received his unspeakable revelations. The timing, location and purpose all appear to fit the Scriptures. It is more biblical to believe that than religious tradition.
Look at the last chapter of the book of Acts. Acts 28:30-31 states: “And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired [or rented] house [not too bad for a prisoner of Rome], and received all that came in unto him, Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with
all
confidence, no
man
forbidding
him.” Is that not the portrait of a winner? Prisoner yes, defeated no! In fact, it is living proof the apostle had learned to use what Deity had given him to overcome that harassing messenger. No longer was he being beaten, stoned or thrown out of the synagogues. People
were
coming
to
him
for
help; and no
one
was
forbidding
him
to
preach
the
gospel! He even influenced some people in the Emperor’s palace. Philippians 4:22 says: “All the saints salute you, chiefly they that are of Caesar’s household.” Paul’s faithfulness thrust him right to the top! Philippians 1:13 also says: “So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the [royal] palace, and in all other places . . .”
There is absolutely no
similarity between any supposed
thorns-of-sickness-sufferers today and the apostle Paul! The thorn Paul faced (and eventually overcame) was made up of persecutions because
of
the
gospel he preached. The apostle was healed, according to Acts 9:18. Yet, many today either remain infirm, or do their best to be relieved of their thorns without reference to God’s will, but cannot bear the thought of suffering persecution for the true biblical faith!
 
I need to say just one more thing about Paul’s example before I move on. Most people espousing the sickness/thorn theory insist that Christians today are obligated to continue Paul’s practice of bearing sickness in the body without also bringing over into modern times Paul’s lifelong ministry of supernatural healing of other people! Supposedly, he healed others, while he himself suffered chronic illness all his life. Who authorized the modern day church to latch onto some negative (supposed) experience of the early church, refusing to continue another of their early traditions—the healing of the sick? Consider Acts 15:12: “Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what [healing] miracles
and [other great] wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them.” Now listen to Paul’s words in Romans 15:18-19: “For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, Through
mighty
signs
and
wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that [beginning] from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully
preached the [genuine] gospel of Christ.” Do you really believe Paul suffered sickness in his own body while he ministered healing to others? If so, then why do modern day thorn-bearers not do the same? If sick preachers healed others in that day, why do they not do the same today? That time-worn tradition is a satanic farce!
 
Look at one other possible excuse in Acts 9:36-37: “Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha . . . [also known as] Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds [giving] which she did . . . it came to pass in those days, that she
was
sick, and
died . . .” I can hear the excuse-mongers now. “You see: That woman was a good Christian, and she
got
sick
and
died [apparently pre-maturely]!” Does that mean it was supposed to happen? Did heaven plan her sickness and death? Are Christian doctrines supposed to be based upon people’s experiences, or upon the unchangeable Word of God? Besides, Peter raised her from the dead! Acts 9:40 says: “Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; and turning . . . to [her] body [he] said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up.” She did not remain dead or sick, as many do today!
 
Of course, there is the Epaphroditus
incident recorded in Philippians 2:25-27: “Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, but your messenger [apostle], and he that ministered to my [needs]. For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, because that ye had heard that he
had
been
sick. For indeed
he
was
sick
nigh
unto
death: but God had mercy on him [by healing him] . . .” People who use this incident as an excuse to accept sickness as normal for the Christian life fail to mention the fact that this man had
been sick. He did not stay sick! Moreover, his problem did not stem from God’s mysterious
will for his life. Philippians 2:30 tells us why he became sick: “Because for
the
work
of
Christ
he
was
nigh
unto
death, not regarding his [physical] life, to
supply
your
lack
of
service
toward
me.” Satan tried to take the man out so he could afflict Paul with “sorrow upon sorrow (verse 27)”. The word sick in this passage is Strong’s 770—astheneoo—infirm. Most modern Christians do not get sick from doing God’s work; they just get sick!
 
Another classic case is Paul’s young trainee Timothy. In 1 Timothy 5:23, Paul advised the man to: “Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine often infirmities [asthenias].” The false-doctrine-pushers fail to consider that there are two parts to Paul’s admonition in this verse. Take a little wine is one; stop drinking water only is the other. Timothy’s chronic illnesses obviously had to do with consuming lots of water; the sources of which in those days (just like it is today) were contaminated with disease-causing bacteria. Neither Paul nor God wanted that disciple to tolerate those repeated attacks. Rather, Paul was telling Timothy how to avoid them. It was certainly no heaven-sent thorn! Neither was the wine counted as medicine. It was not so much a cure for his illnesses as it was a replacement of the contaminated water. Wine was normally used at meals.
 
The last New Testament sickness case I am aware of is Paul’s other ministry comrade, Trophimus. Second Timothy 4:20 says: “Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick [asthenia, not nosos].” Thus, Trophimus was not diseased, he was physically weak; he had to remain behind to recuperate. Paul was an energetic preacher, and those who traveled with him likely huffed and puffed just to maintain his ministry pace. The apostle was always on the go; either working within a city or headed toward the next one. In no case does the Bible indicate that it was God’s will for Trophimus to be sick at that or any other time; nor does it say his experience was permanent, or heaven’s
model for present day Christians. How can people with any amount of Bible knowledge believe such traditional nonsense?
 
I must point out at least one more enlightening piece of information in this chapter. The relatively few
biblical
cases that those sickness/thorn adherents try to exploit to excuse themselves from participating in the good fight of faith serve as occasions to accept sickness in almost
every
case in this day and age. Their contention: “It is not always God’s will to heal everybody” actually turns out to be “It is never Deity’s will to heal anybody.” Even if we accept the concept that it was God’s will that a
few
of
those
biblical
characters remain sick, why is it that today there are almost
no
cases (among those holding such doctrines) of people being healed? Some
of
them back then has strangely become all
of
us today!
The same devil backs the abortionists. People who push abortion rights emphasize those relatively rare cases of rape or incest pregnancies, and occasions where the mother’s life might be endangered by her pregnancy. However, in reality, most abortions performed have nothing to do with indignity or danger. The pregnancy is a mere inconvenience! The very same is true of sickness/thorn-doctrine-pushers. It is much more convenient to visit one’s doctor than to fellowship with Jehovah-Rapha, in order to gain insight and ability to chase disease out of one’s body and run Satan out of one’s life!







CHAPTER
TWELVE 
Health, not sickness, glorifies God
The contention that God gets glory out of sickness in His people’s lives is nothing but cowardly speculation; invented to excuse people from engaging in the New Testament good
fight
of
faith. Scripture abounds in evidence that the Healer gets glory out of people being healed rather than their being or staying sick. In Acts 5:39, Gamaliel, one member of the Sanhedrin, warned other council members that persecuting church leaders for healing a lame man just might put them in the awkward position of opposing God Himself. Although they respected the man, and heeded part of his advice, they continued persecuting the young church anyway. Since the trouble began over the supernatural healing of a lame man, the religious leaders were in essence fighting against divine healing. The modern ecclesiastical disdain for anything that smacks of the supernatural (such as healing through faith) stems from those very same evil elements. Religious patrons despise those who expose their powerlessness, and often go to great lengths to silence contrary voices. Of course, Satan takes advantage of those self-serving tendencies within the human race to further his own personal agenda of stealing, killing and destroying. See John 8:44, 10:10, 2 Corinthians 4:4, Ephesians 2:2-3 and 1 Peter 5:8-9.
Those who have failed at receiving supernatural healing, and others who just do not want to put forth the effort to do something beyond the ordinary, have concocted supposedly rational arguments about the sickness and healing subject that have no biblical basis whatever. At best they twist the Scriptures to make them appear to vindicate their religious assumptions; at worst they ignore God’s Word altogether. In the previous two chapters I discussed some lame
arguments of the excuse-mongers, which theologians have supposedly derived from Scripture. Following this segment I will expose those factors which supposedly support such unreasonable reasoning. In the present chapter we will traverse the gospel trail, which undeniably proves that it is healing rather than sickness that glorifies Jehovah-Rapha—the Healer.
 
Through my thirty-plus years of biblical research, I have discovered that placing together multiple Scriptures dealing with the same subject-matter will reveal without fail God’s view on any issue under consideration. The primary topic of this chapter is no exception. Since many teach that healing was for Old Testament times and not applicable to the New, I will concentrate primarily on New Testament Scriptures in this quest to determine once-and-for-all heaven’s stance on whether it is sickness or healing that glorifies the Healer.
If we discover in multiple New Testament Scriptures that supernatural
healing
always
glorifies
God, and find nowhere in any Scripture that sickness ever glorifies Him, we have to conclude that the previously-prevailing religious arguments pertaining to the sickness and healing subject are heretical, if not bordering on outright blasphemy.
 
Let us launch this enlightening course by taking a closer look at the healing incident recorded in Acts chapter three, which occasioned in chapters four and five the two apostles’ trial before the Sanhedrin. In Acts 3:8-9, Luke spoke of the healed man’s own response to his healing—bodily
salvation. “And he [who had never walked in his life] leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them [Peter and John] into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. And all the people saw him walking and praising God.” All of which had a profound effect on the wondering crowd, for Acts 4:21 says: “So when they [the Sanhedrin authorities] had further threatened them, they let them go, finding nothing [no legal grounds or means] how they might punish them, because of the people: for all [who had witnessed that miracle] glorified
God for that which was done.” One reason for that response appears in the next verse: “For the [formerly lame] man was above forty years old, on whom this miracle of healing was showed (Acts 4:22).” It is never too late to be healed (saved)!
 
Since that supernatural healing incident evoked praise to God from most of the people, by opposing the ministry of the apostles the religious authorities were in effect denying to God the glory that both the healed man and other people had been giving Him. Jewish religious leaders claimed that they were God’s official representatives, but they persecuted those who ministered supernatural healing. Obviously, they would rather that lame man stay lame than be healed—by which God had been glorified! Are people who oppose divine healing today not guilty of the very same crime?
To demonstrate just how hypocritical the Jewish leaders of that day were, look at John 9:24: “Then again called they the man that was blind [whom Christ had healed], and said unto him, Give
God
the
praise [for your healing; it could not have been Jesus who performed this miracle, because]: we know that this man is a sinner.” Although they denounced Jesus’ credentials as a minister, they had to admit that God deserved to be glorified for the supernatural
healing—bodily
salvation—of that man who had been born blind (John 9:1). Of course, at first those leaders attempted to prove that the healed man had not been blind—which would mean he had not been healed—which meant that they really did not care if God were glorified. They were hypocrites who sought only to maintain their prestigious political positions! Sad to say, many denominational ministers today have fallen into that same satanic trap. To them, maintaining their status quo is all important, not bringing glory to God!
 
To set the record straight on this vital issue, let us look at a series of passages in the gospels and Acts that cannot be set aside as being of little or no significance to Christians today. Jesus Christ established the ministry pattern for His church, which was to be continued throughout the present age. See Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15-18 and Acts 1:1.
After Jesus had healed a man who had been paralyzed, “. . . when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified
God, which had given such power unto men (Matthew 9:8).” That had to be an outstanding miracle, or else those people would not have marveled! Moreover, if according to modern theology Deity gets more glory from people staying sick than He does from their being healed, Jesus robbed His Father of untold glory throughout His entire earthly ministry.
If one man’s healing occasioned such a stir, what should we expect if Jesus healed a whole multitude of people from every kind of infirmity? Matthew 15:30-31 gives the details: “. . . great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were lame, blind, dumb [could not speak], maimed, and many
others [with various ailments], and cast them down at Jesus’ feet; and he healed them [every one]: Insomuch that the
multitude
wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified
the
God
of
Israel.” In neither of these Matthew passages is there mention of people giving glory to God while they remained sick (or because they were sick)! If indeed in modern times God gains glory from sickness, but not from healing, just when did He change His policy?
 
Mark also recorded Jesus’ healing of the paralyzed man, but added a few details. Mark 2:10-12: “. . . (he [Christ] saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house. And immediately he arose, took up the bed [on which he had been carried by other people for some time], and went forth before them all; insomuch that they
were
all
amazed, and [all] glorified
God, saying, We
never
saw
it
on
this
fashion.”
Luke mentioned the same healing incident in his gospel. “And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying
God. And they
were
all
amazed, and they
glorified
God, and were
filled
with
fear, saying, We
have
seen
strange
things
to
day (Luke 5:25-26).” Such astounding things would indeed be strange to people who had obviously been taught (just as we are today) that if doctors could not heal them they would have to remain in their infirm state; God was just not in the healing business any longer. Otherwise, the Pharisees and other religious leaders would have been ministering healing to the people. Instead, they fought miracles tooth and nail—as many preachers do today. Neither Satan nor religion has changed in two thousand (2000) years.
 
In Luke 7:14-16 we have a case of Jesus raising a young man from the dead. He was already in a coffin! Now, he had likely died from some disease, so the Savior also had to heal him of whatever killed him, else the young man would have died again at once. “And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him [in the coffin] stood still. And he [Jesus] said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And [Christ] delivered him to his mother. And [as a result] there
came
a
fear
on
all: and they
glorified
God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us; and, That God
hath
visited
his
people.” Common folks could see what the blind religious leaders could not.
 
Luke 13:10-17 provides another example of the fact that healing, rather than sickness, glorifies Deity. This Scripture passage also shows that it is always the religious adherents who claim that remaining sick is better than violating some precious religious tradition. “[Christ] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And . . . there was a woman [there] which had [had] a [demonic] spirit of infirmity [for] eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed [healed] from thine infirmity. And [Jesus] laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made
straight, and glorified
God. And the
ruler
of
the
synagogue
answered [Him] with
indignation, because [the Messiah] had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people [actually aiming it at Jesus], There are six days [every week] in which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed [as if all along he had wanted them to be well], and not on the sabbath day. The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering? And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond[age] on the sabbath day? And when he had said these [stinging] things, all [of Jesus’] adversaries
were
ashamed: and all the
people
rejoiced for all the glorious
things that were done by him.”
 
Now look at Luke 17:15-19: “And one [of the ten lepers], when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with
a
loud
voice
glorified
God, And fell
down
on
his
face
at
his
feet, giving
him
thanks: and he was a Samaritan. And [so] Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? There are not found that returned to
give
glory
to
God, save this stranger. And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath [saved you].” The Lord testified here that one purpose of miraculous healings is to glorify God!
 
Luke 18:43 is yet another valid example: “. . . immediately he received
his
sight, and followed him, glorifying
God: and all
the
people, when they saw it, gave
praise
unto
God.” You will notice that in most cases both the crowd and the people who were healed rendered glory to God for divine healings.
 
Next, let us consider John 11:4: “When Jesus heard that [Lazarus was sick], he said, This
sickness
is not unto death, but for [will be turned unto] the
glory
of
God, that
the
Son
of
God
might
be
glorified
thereby.” The phrase glorified
thereby referred to the healing of Lazarus, not to his sickness. If the sickness itself glorified the Son of God, then why did Christ need to heal the sick man? It is obvious to all honest minds that the glory spoken of here came by Lazarus’ healing, not through his illness or death.
Another verse that corroborates that conclusion is John 11:40: “Jesus saith unto her [Martha, Lazarus’ sister], Said I not unto thee, that, if
thou
wouldest
believe [for a miracle], thou shouldest
see
the
glory of God?” Does Jesus’ statement here not prove that if Lazarus’ sickness had been glorifying God Martha would have already beheld that glory? If in
the
future Martha’s faith would allow her to
see the glory of God (which she had not
seen while Lazarus was still sick), then something had to change. He had to become alive and well.
 
While we are in the gospel of John, consider John 17:4; where Jesus stated in prayer to His Father: “I have glorified
thee on the earth: [For] I have finished
the
work which thou gavest me to do.” Here, the Savior proclaimed that the work His Father had commissioned Him to do, and which He had faithfully accomplished, had glorified
the
One
Who
sent
Him. Now a question: “What work did Jesus refer to?” Acts 10:38 holds one clue: “. . . God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of [or made sick by] the devil; for God was with him.” Our Lord accomplished many glorious deeds among men, and what the gospels mention most is His healing of the sick. Therefore, it
was
the
healing
of
the
sick
that
glorified
God, not
the
people
remaining
sick! In light of the passages we have studied within this chapter, any doctrine that claims otherwise is itself sick!
 
Now connect what we have been covering with what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 6:20. “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify
God
in
your
body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” Since the Savior glorified Deity by
healing
bodies everywhere He trod, what condition in our bodies today will glorify God; sickness or health? Need I answer that?
 
In Romans 12:1, the apostle Paul further confirmed that health rather than illness glorifies the Almighty. “I beseech you [New Testament Christians] therefore, by the mercies of God, that ye present your [physical] bodies a living [healthy] sacrifice, holy, [the only kind] acceptable
unto
God, which is your
reasonable
service.” Remember the Leviticus passages we read back in chapter one revealing how Deity demanded unblemished
sacrifices under Old Testament law. That same requirement is found in the New Covenant in Romans 12:1. God wants us to have living (healthy) bodies, which we then present to Him for service; which is the reasonable thing to do. Sick bodies cannot render any reasonable service unto the Almighty; healthy bodies can! Of course, believers must volunteer their bodies. It does not happen automatically.
 
How many clear Scripture passages must God present to the Body of Christ before it accepts this liberating message? Yet, let us look at more! Ephesians 5:26-27 is one of many. “That he might [presently] sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he [Jesus Christ] might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should [now] be holy and without
blemish [in spirit, soul and
body].” Glory within the church means glory to God! Ephesians 5:29-30 explains this even further: “For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord [does] the church: For we
are
members of his body, of
his
flesh, and of his bones.” By nourishing and cherishing His church, then, our Savior actually ministers to Himself! Ephesians 5:31-32 continues: “For this cause shall a man leave his father and [his] mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one
flesh. This [holy matrimony] is a great mystery: but I
speak
concerning
Christ
and
the
church.” Paul declared here that Christ
and
His
church
constitute
one
flesh!
We are one with Christ in body as well as in spirit. Read 1 Corinthians 6:15-17. In Acts 9:5, Christ rebuked Saul of Tarsus for persecuting Him by jailing Christians. Touching believers was touching
Christ! Demeaning His followers was demeaning
their
Lord. Even so, sick bodies dishonor God by dishonoring believers. It is our healing that glorifies Him!
 
The same principle surfaced in the Old Testament. There are numerous passages revealing that God is glorified when we give Him opportunity to deliver us from any danger. One of the more obvious passages is Psalms 50:15: “. . . call upon me in the day of trouble: [then] I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me [through the deliverance].” This is a general statement covering all troubles, including sickness.
Other Scriptures which in one way or another connect God’s deliverance of His faithful people to His being glorified through their deliverance are: 1Chronicles 16:8-10, Psalms 66:2-3, 105:1-2, 37, 108:5-6 and Isaiah 61:1-3.
 
Turning again to the New Testament, let us look at Acts 9:34-35. This passage records the general impact of healing miracles upon the general public back when the gospel was fresh out of heaven’s oven. “. . . Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy bed. And he arose immediately. And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned
to
the
Lord.” Today, theologians contend that it is sickness that draws people closer to God, whereas in Peter’s day miracles held that honored position.
 
Finally, look at Acts 17:6, where Jewish religious leaders cried: “These [preachers] that have
turned
the
world
upside
down are come hither also . . .” Nineteen hundred years ago, just as it is today, religion contended that biblical truth was perverted; the actual situation being that the truth was and still is threatening the status quo. Representatives of Christ were [and still are] endeavoring to turn things right side up, whereas modern
theologians use tradition to turn the gospel upside down. And we as individual believers have to choose one side over the other!







CHAPTER
THIRTEEN 
Dangers of the scientific mentality
One of the greatest tragedies having befallen the modern church is its universal acceptance of, and total dependence on, the so-called scientific
method of learning, which is used by the world to supposedly gain a vital understanding of the essential principles of life and how it should be lived.
However, before I expose the church’s collaboration with that treacherous
enemy, I must first demonstrate the futility of attempting to gain understanding of even the true nature of the world, let alone God, through the scientific method.
 
Two major defects blight the modern scientific
mentality. First: Limiting
its
research
into
all
things
to
the
mere
natural
order
of
things. Second: The natural realm not only paints a partial
picture of material and physical entities; the picture itself is a distorted
view of many elements contained within the picture! To adequately understand the more mysterious entities we must obtain information
that
cannot
be
extracted
from
the
material
realm
itself. Be sure to read Hebrews 11:3. We need information that explains both the harmonies and inconsistencies in both the natural and spiritual worlds.
Today, all problems are explained from the standpoint of the chemical
composition of people, places and things. Even mental disorders are blamed on chemical
imbalances. Thus, people seek solutions by chemically altering their brain with manmade drugs. The current Global Warming trend is also blamed on the supposed chemical imbalance of the planet’s atmosphere, which is supposedly caused by our overuse of SUV’s; although scientists have discovered a significant rise in temperature on the surface of other planets that have no SUV’s or other fossil-fuel-burning machinery! All such hype is carefully planned for the sole purpose of persuading the general public to allow liberal politicians to raise more taxes to support more useless
pork-spending
programs. Moreover, those mythical chemical imbalances, suffered by more and more people today, are calculated to permit pharmaceutical companies to shove even more legal
drugs down the throats of the American public; which happens to enrich the coffers of drug company magnates and stockholders at the expense of gullible people! Gullible is the right term, for whatever the drug companies sell most people will swallow, and wherever the liberal new media leads the majority will follow.
I offer no apologies for making such extreme statements. The general population of this country has fallen prey to the money-grubbing
tactics of both legal
pill-pushers and liberal
notions
and
advertisements of the mainstream media.
Of course, that within itself is one of the shortfalls of the world system of gaining information; data and statistics can be manipulated by unscrupulous
politicians and bottom-line-motivated
corporate America. Such happens all the time!
 
The scientific method by its very nature restricts itself to the use of the five physical senses in gathering information, which is then sorted and evaluated by the very same senses that collected that information. Moreover, because so-called experts within a particular field supposedly have a broader understanding of one given area of knowledge, their opinion is generally
accepted
without
question; which is one of many dangers of that system. There is a moral side to man, which often becomes overpowered by outright selfishness; which encourages him to misuse his position for undue personal gain. Drug companies and manufacturers of other products often cover up, or at least downplay, information about the detrimental side effects and/or other grave dangers of their manufactured wares. That tells me they are more interested in personal profit than they are in the public’s welfare!
 
Nevertheless, the gravest danger of the scientific method is that it hides from man a whole realm of vital information. I have learned from other great men of God that because of sin Adam fell from living by revelation coming straight from Deity to gathering information through the agency of his five
physical
senses. Moreover, not only were the senses limited in ability to gain all needed information, information gained through the senses was often distorted; not reflecting actual reality. Things were not always as they appeared! Such data is still often misleading. The supposed facts present a much different picture than what lies behind such facts. Bait on a fishhook is the best illustration I can think of. The wiggling worm offers a promising meal, but the harsh reality of that unforgiving hook is never worth the price of indulgence! The same is true today concerning information communication. People often distort statistics to persuade others to agree to deals that benefit mostly (or only) those offering the deals!
 
The Body of Christ itself has been extensively damaged by means of the deceptive
nature and empty
promises of the scientific
mentality; as Adam and Eve were in the garden. It is tragic that the modern church has embraced the world’s view of everything, including the God Whom believers claim to serve. It seems that every time the world powers envision some new theory concerning either the nature or intentions of God, the church at large either thinks it necessary to slip into the defense mode (endeavoring to present its evidence from the same sense realm as the world because of its lack of spiritual guts to stand firm on biblical truth), or actually cowardly adopts man’s twisted view of Deity. In the last half of the twentieth century, the elite of this world informed the church that its God must be dead, because it had found no trace of His existence through its scientific
equipment. Many nominal believers fell for that lie when the so-called experts ventured their sense-knowledge-based opinions. Why did a major portion of God’s church accept that obvious lie of the devil? Because that part of the church made its arguments from sense
realm
information just like the world; except that the world did not mind using lies to get its message across, whereas the church still had a smidgen of conscience left.
 
Genuine Christianity by its very essence is supernatural. In that word, super means above, and of course natural just means natural. Thus, supernatural
means
what
is
above
the
natural. Christ told Nicodemus in John 3:3: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” The Greek term rendered again in this verse actually means from
above. It is so translated in John 19:11: “Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given [to] thee from
above . . .” The word again would have been awkward in this passage, and should have been rendered from
above in John 3:3 as well.
 
Peter’s first epistle says that people are “. . . born again [a different Greek word for again], not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible [seed], by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever (1 Peter 1:23).” Whereas corrupt seed comes from this lower, corrupt world, incorruptible seed, (by which we are born from above) originates above the natural world. Thus, Christianity is supernatural! See John 17:14.
How does such information affect divine healing? Divine certainly refers to Deity, Who
is
above; and He
is
the
Source
of
divine
healing! Remember, we discovered that healing of the physical body was counted salvation by New Testament authors, as well as by Christ Himself. Moreover, the Savior always healed human bodies by supernatural
means
alone. To repeat: The salvation Jesus rendered, whether for spirit, soul or body, was always dispensed by supernatural
power. Our Lord never referred needy people to doctors for healing! He did mend much damage done to many by the doctors of that time. No matter what pitiful shape the victims were in, Jesus perfectly healed them all. And, He accomplished such wonders by supernatural
means in each and every case!
 
Remember how we briefly discussed the gradual demise of faith
in, and practice
of, healing
through
prayer. People, of course, will find ways of satisfying their needs and desires, even if the means they use are vastly inferior to God’s ways! Thus, theologians having removed from Christians all hope of healing through supernatural power, believers were limited to the poor substitute this world offered! Remember too that the primary reason the world’s healing systems are inferior to God’s system is that they are all restricted to the natural order of things, whereas God’s health program is unlimited. Once again look at Jeremiah 32:17 and 27: “Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there
is
nothing
too
hard
for
thee . . .” “I
am
the
LORD, the
God
of
all
flesh: is
there
any
thing
too
hard
for
me?” Therefore, Deity’s ability cannot be questioned; nor His willingness!
 
To top it all off, modern theologians actually boast about having a theology superior to the early church leaders. That is more than any intelligent Christian can tolerate. The very audacity of such intellectual
braggarts! Yes, you heard right. Look at Jeremiah 8:9: “The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected
the
word
of
the
LORD; and what
wisdom
is
in
them?” That was way back in Jeremiah’s day, but it is just
as
true
of
today’s
church—men
boasting
of
much and possessing
little! Revelation 3:17 says: “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and [I] have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked . . .” I know of no more accurate picture of modern theologians and their theology; both being products of scientific
thought. They are reaping the empty harvest of unbelief, which they themselves have sown into God’s church. Many of them are dying of cancer and other dreaded diseases they claim Deity no longer heals; trusting in physicians, whom they contend took God’s place in the healing business. Yet, how dare they even solicit a physician’s aid against the very illnesses some contend God may want them to suffer for His glory? To say the very least, those highly-educated but biblically
ignorant theologians are intolerably
inconsistent as well as hopelessly
hypocritical. Jesus faced similar crowds back in His days on earth. Matthew 22:29 declares such: “Jesus . . . said unto [the highly educated, liberal Sadducees], Ye do err, not
knowing
the
scriptures, nor
the
power
of
God.” Second Timothy 3:1-9 also warns against religious
leaders who have, “. . . a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such [we are to] turn away.” That is one more description of modern day theology, which denies God’s system of healing (salvation) of physical bodies by supernatural means.
 
I am sure ideas vary as to why God’s church as a whole abandoned believing in what God has communicated in His Word (and then by treason embraced this world’s supposed wisdom just as the Jews did of old), but the primary reason behind that sad
side
of
church
history is merely this: Roman Catholicism for more than ten centuries held onto doctrines that were later proven by the world’s scientific communities to be absolutely ridiculous. Even after all of the supporting evidence was in, church leaders remained adamant in their opposition to information that contradicted their cherished traditions. Protestant churches, desiring to avoid
falling
into
similar
disrepute, started the even more dangerous practice of believing what lost man said over what religious tradition claimed. Sense evidence appeared much more reliable than established church tradition. Yet, trusting in sense evidence has persuaded the church to accept the theory of evolution, to believe God no longer heals by faith, to claim the Bible is unreliable, and to see God as irrelevant in modern times!
 
Do you now see Satan’s purposes behind such plots? He has been steadily chipping
away
at
Bible
truth for centuries. Satan has managed over time in certain so-called Christian circles to eliminate practically every valid Christian doctrine from those who once were believers. Many church members today have even lost faith in the biblical new birth. At best they hold to a barely-forgiven-of-their-sins doctrine; at worst they embrace various self-salvation plans. Of course, people who deny the need for the new
birth
from
above likely have not been taught about supernatural
healing! Such teaching was either abandoned long ago, or was just never tolerated by the leaders of certain bankrupt religious institutions.
Can you see both sides of the enemy’s plan? Cultivating unbelief in the church, he separates God’s people from their inheritance of supernatural healing (the children’s bread—Matthew 15:26), and forces them through need to appeal to the world’s system; which is not only severely limited in its ability to help, but in many cases actually leaves the patient in worse condition because of the system’s detrimental side effects. How can any theologian in good conscience contend that God decided somewhere down the gospel road that it is better to trust
in
man than it is to trust in God? That agrees with neither Old nor New Testament Scripture! How would it square with such passages as Psalms 46:1, 60:11, 94:17, 108:12, 121:2 and 146:3? And what about Acts 4:12, which proclaims there is salvation (for spirit, soul and
body) in no other than Jesus Christ?
 
Another sad side of the church’s decision to believe what man says he has discovered through scientific
research over trusting in Deity’s
unchanging
Word is: Notwithstanding the scriptural reality that Christ long ago purchased the healing (salvation) of the human body through His
own
broken
body on the cross (1 Corinthians 11:24), it is insisted that God’s will (if
He
wants
us
healed
at
all) is for us to pay exorbitant prices to worldly-trained doctors in an attempt to gain some degree of healing for our physical bodies, which has already been accomplished in Christ! They would have us try to buy healing (which is ours already) by compensating physicians for their medical experiments on us. I am aware I am being repetitious, but I have to get this point across! If our Savior really has purchased our bodily
salvation (healing) already, then why must we empty our pockets into the hands of the physicians in oftentimes vain
attempts to gain what already belongs to us? “. . . by whose stripes ye were healed.” So says 1 Peter 2:24. Despite the clear Word of Deity concerning our already-accomplished-bodily-healing by virtue of a spiritual union with Christ, the church’s stubborn determination to believe only what the senses report has defrauded countless Christians of innumerable health blessings!
 
By far the worst consequence of the church’s embrace of the scientific worldview is its invasion of the spiritual side of the church’s theology. Not only has Christendom embraced the lame
concept that God at best utilizes natural means to sometimes heal His people, much of today’s church explains even the spiritual elements of man from some psychological point of view. Man is not seen as spiritual in nature, but as body and mind only. Therefore, doctors can take care of the physical side of man, while psychologists and psychiatrists minister to what is left. Thus, the modern church’s embrace of the so-called scientific method has made absolute havoc of that once powerful entity, which Jesus Christ established upon a spiritual foundation! Look oh-so-closely at Galatians 3:3: “Are ye so foolish [stupid]? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh [evaluating everything through your senses]?” And Ephesians 2:20: “[Believers] are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, [the resurrected] Jesus Christ himself being the chief [spiritual] corner stone . . .” It is amazing how theologians are convinced that Jesus’ physical sufferings bought us spiritual blessings that may someday be ours in heaven, but that His sacrifice has no bearing upon our physical bodies. In reality, Christ’s spiritual and bodily sufferings meshed into a single sacrifice to provide those who believe in Christ and His sacrifice with both spiritual and physical blessings, to be manifested both in this life and the next! Read 1 Timothy 4:8.
 
Revelation from on high cannot be gained through man’s senses. Look at 1 Corinthians 2:9-12: “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, those things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But, God
hath
revealed
them
unto
us
by
his
Spirit: for the [Holy] Spirit
searcheth
all
things [even] the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, [except] the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God [alone can know them]. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world [which
uses
the
scientific
method
of
research
to
obtain
its
knowledge], but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely
given to us of God [because the Holy Spirit gets His information straight from God].”
Now consider 1 Corinthians 2:13-16: “Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth [through his scientific methods of discovery], but which the Holy Ghost [Spirit] teacheth; comparing
spiritual
things
with
spiritual [instead of looking at the natural]. But, the
natural
man
receiveth
not
the
things
of
the
Spirit
of
God: for
they
are
foolishness
unto
him [because they do not correspond to his scientific findings]: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually [certainly not scientifically] discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth [scrutinizes, investigates, discerns] all things, yet he himself is judged [by] no man. For who [by means of scientific research] hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him [set Deity straight]? But we [already] have the mind of Christ [which obviously does not come to man through scientific research].”
 
Moreover, not only has God exposed the weakness of the world’s ways of gaining knowledge, He instructed Christians on how to properly treat worldly concepts. First Corinthians 3:18-21: “Let no [Christian] man deceive himself. If any man among you [believers] seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this world [and its haughtiness] is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain [being based upon faulty information]. Therefore let no man glory in [the flawed wisdom of] men . . .”
 
Some may contend such was true only in ancient times, prior to the introduction of modern day scientific research. But, God knows the end from the beginning, so it is obvious He saw the same problem extending to the end of this age. Revelation knowledge proceeds from the Almighty, not from science labs! When will the church learn that vital truth?
 
Let us be sober about this subject: It is no mere accident that sense
realm
evidence often directly
contradicts the very promises of God concerning our health, finances, business, family and ministry. Not only does Satan transform himself into an angel
of
light, and his evil
infiltrators into convincing ministers
of
righteousness, he also deceptively distorts what people see, hear, feel, taste and smell; thereby deceiving the deceivable into interpreting those facts in a way that either ignores God’s words, or outright contradicts them! I want to impress upon you this revelation: The devil’s distortions are not always resident within nature itself, but may occur only in the mind of the deceived. Eve is one example. The tree of knowledge of good and evil presented no perverted portrait of itself. Yet, by his lies, Satan misrepresented both the tree and Deity’s intentions behind it to earth’s first woman. With the devil’s deceptive help, Eve saw in
her
mind things which that tree did not actually offer. And, to her surprise, acting on those lies lost her blessings she already possessed. Such is the devil’s evil design in a nutshell. He comes for no other purpose than to steal, kill and destroy! Yet, he may achieve such goals only through his deceptive tactics. What tactics? Presenting distorted pictures of things and events occurring from day to day, attaching to such images grandiose mental visions of good things deceived people desire but will likely
never
gain! However, even if they do reach their short-term goals, those blessings are often accompanied by detrimental consequences—such as happened to Adam and Eve back in their garden paradise. See Genesis 3:1-7 and 2 Corinthians 11:13-15. God is not mocked; He knows how things work!
 
On the opposite end of the temptation spectrum, Satan plants negative seeds into the minds of susceptible people, causing them to see only defeat in every circumstance. They expect only bad things to happen no matter how promising the prospects. He has trained such people to put more faith in the likelihood of their defeat than in any possible victory.
In between is the mediocre mindset; which happened to be my own shortcoming, especially in my developing years. My family believed we would somehow get by, but we never expected much beyond mere survival. Oh, as a youngster I had dreams and aspirations, but they got crushed so many times I got used to settling for the barely-get-by lifestyle.
 
You can now surely see how Satan has gained control of much of the modern church through the so-called scientific method of attaining information regarding everything in life. Highly educated theologians have gravitated to that level in their explanations of the divine will, purposes and activities. Thus, scientists are now the virtual heads of some churches through their influence on modern theologians.
 
Scientific information is at best sketchy in certain fields of research; in such cases being obviously inaccurate in its conclusions. How do I know that? Every few years scientists change their positions on certain subjects they took a hard line on a few years back. Thus, science makes a poor god!
 
In this chapter I have used fewer Scriptures than earlier. Deity’s Word does not depend on science labs to either gain or grant information. So, there are not that many passages referring to the world’s scientific system. However, in one of Paul’s letters to Timothy there is a very important reference to science. “O Timothy, keep [jealously guard] that which is committed to thy trust [the gospel of Jesus Christ], avoiding profane
and
vain
babblings, and [all] oppositions of science [Greek, gnosis] falsely
so
called: Which some [by] professing have erred concerning the [true] faith (1 Timothy 6:20-21).” Some teachers in Paul’s day claimed to possess knowledge (gnosis)
about spiritual things beyond what other believers had. Paul called such knowledge profane, said it amounted to vain babblings, and that it contradicted divine knowledge (which originated in the heavens, not in man’s science
labs). Worst of all, Paul contended that people who had fallen into that false knowledge trap had grossly
erred
from
the
faith!
Our Creator, being a Spirit, cannot be sensed by man’s physical senses; and therefore cannot be detected by sense-realm-oriented technicians or their scientific equipment! Of course scientists, not being able to tap into the spirit realm, simply deny that such a realm even exists. That realm does exist, however, and often breaks into this one, affecting it in ways scientists cannot adequately account for; resulting in both scientists and many theologians inventing some weird technical explanations for those unexplainable happenings. Such actions only bring to light their blindness to truth!
 
What is the scriptural stance on all of this? Mark 12:17: “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” Those words apply to the subject matter of this chapter. Scientists have the right to study the material universe and discover the physiological laws which govern it; and even to teach the hard facts about those laws in public schools. Yet, they have no right to leave God out of the picture. Do scientists truly believe the material universe brought itself into existence? That the absence of intelligent design set into motion intelligent operations throughout the universe? Human beings, who supposedly came into being by accident, must carefully
plan
out
everything, in order to make any project work! A most appropriate term describing modern society would be complexity! How did primal chaos become so intricately connected today all by itself? We need to give ourselves a break from all this evolution
nonsense by beginning to listen to the God most scientists deny either in their speech or actions. Neither am I taking the creationist’s position. Both schools of thought are wrong on some points! The facts are that this earth is much older than creationists are willing to admit, and that humanity itself is only about six thousand years in existence. I tackle those controversial issues in more depth in some of my other books.
 
Science has made impressive progress in some spheres, but has made a complete fool of itself in others. The church has done the very same! But which has the greater shame?
 







CHAPTER
FOURTEEN 
How bodily healing is made available
In gaining divine health, the first thing we have to realize is that heaven’s healing system is not capricious. The spirit realm has rules, which often but not always parallel natural realm rules. The spirit realm operates by means of the seed principle, just as the world of nature. Of course, nature has not always been here. Before God created man He made the earth and all the good stuff in it. Then, He explained to man how the system worked. Adam was to till the ground, which produced fruit from the plants that perpetuated themselves by means of the seeds contained in the fruit (Genesis 1:29, 2:15). There are rules to abide by if one wants to eat!
Similar rules apply to one receiving salvation, whether in spirit, soul or body. There are things we must do, if we want to enjoy the blessings. Before we could cooperate, however, God had to make it possible. That is what this chapter is all about—discovering how God makes divine healing available to people trapped in this sick world!
 
I will first draw the basic outline of the chapter and then expand upon each division of the outline. It is actually quite simple! Deity’s system works through His Written Word, the Holy Spirit and the all-authoritative name of Jesus. We will examine numerous Scripture passages that prove healing
is
resident
in
each
of
those
divine
entities.
I am neither suggesting we can manipulate the Almighty to get what we want, nor that Deity desires to disappoint our prayer projects. Many preachers make it sound like such is the case by boasting about storming
the
gates
of
heaven in prayer. Such preaching actually suggests that God wants to keep from us all of the good stuff our Savior wrought for us. Truth is heaven’s gates are never locked. We do not have to invade God’s throne to get His attention, or discover ways of persuading Him to grant us the blessings we desire. Psalms 84:11: “. . . no
good
thing
will
he
withhold
from
them
that
walk
uprightly.” It is evident, then, that He Who purchased those blessings is not the blessing
thief. Romans 8:32 tells us that “[Deity, Who] spared not his own Son, but delivered him up [to the cross] for us all, how shall he not with him [Christ] also freely give us all [of those] things?” Matthew 7:8 states: “. . . every [person] that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.”
 
I liken the process to using a household electrical outlet. That is where the power is. Locate the outlet and then plug the appliance cord into it and enjoy the blessings! The next chapter discusses our part—what we have to plug into that outlet to tap into God’s power. That may sound just a little simplistic, but Paul spoke of the simplicity of God’s system. In 2 Corinthians 11:3, he stated: “I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” Such is what theologians have done to the modern church. Many have drawn Christians away from the simple gospel message and replaced it with complicated theological arguments that strip away practically every blessing Christ purchased with His own shed blood and broken body—the salvation (healing) of our bodies being one of them!
 
The propagators of such unbelief contend that sometime after the New Testament was completed God turned over to the medical profession His healing ministry. Deity no longer participates in non-spiritual activities! I call such preachers gutless
wonders. That might not sound very nice, but think about how nice it is of them to cheat Christians out of their divine health inheritance, thereby causing them to suffer at the hands of medical
practitioners (as is very often the case); and to pay them exorbitant prices for such suffering, even if the patients get nothing positive out of those experiences! I designate them gutless because, having studied both Greek and Hebrew they must be familiar with the biblical truths I am presenting in this volume. However, they knowing such scriptural realities but refusing to pass them on means that they must be either incompetent, or dishonest, or both! I call them gutless wonders because even after denying the truth they still have the audacity to wonder why so many people are leaving their sophisticated churches, and why they have so little ability to help the hurting. Ancient hypocrites hated our Savior for exposing their powerlessness; and unbelief-peddlers are obviously still around. Even today, when some healing miracle occurs without using medical means, many contend it is either the work of Satan, or it has a previously unknown
scientific
explanation; refusing to confess even the slightest possibly that they themselves could be in error!
In saying such disturbing things, I do not purpose to be cruel to those preachers. I am only speaking the truth. They are the guilty parties; occasioning needless suffering within the Body of Christ because they cannot bring themselves to admit they are wrong! Such would necessitate restructuring entire denominations, which those men are not about to do! It would be too
much
trouble and too
humiliating! It is better in their estimation, obviously, to just let the Body of Christ keep suffering needlessly all kinds of physical hardships.
Yes, I am on the negative side again, but I have learned that successful Christianity cannot be built upon garbage. Remember Nehemiah and his people returning from exile to rebuild Jerusalem. Before erecting the city walls they had to remove tons of refuse from the construction site. The same is true of modern
theology and Scripture; they do not mix!
Therefore, I urge you to receive God’s message written in Jeremiah 17:5-6: “Thus saith the LORD [Who meant exactly what He said]; Cursed
be
the
man
that
trusteth
in
man, and maketh
flesh
his
arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD. [Man trusting in man is departing from God.] For he shall be like the heath [a scrubby plant] in the desert, and shall
not
see
when
good
cometh; but [he] shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt[y] land and not inhabited [He has little to look forward to.].” Next, Jeremiah 17:7-8: “Blessed
is
the
man
that
trusteth
in
the
LORD [to meet his every need], and whose hope the LORD is. For he [who trusts in God] shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall
not
see
when
heat
cometh, but [whose] leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful [worried] in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.” Some might question what this has to do with healing, but Jeremiah, in
that
very
same
chapter, removed all doubt in verse fourteen, praying: “Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved . . .” The English words heal and healed in this passage mean exactly that in the Hebrew. Thus, God warned against people trusting in people for their bodily healing. When God saves you, you are saved; and when God heals you, you are healed! Yet, it
is
not
automatic. To connect to divine healing, we must be able to locate that supernatural outlet.
 
I use a certain illustration to reveal how one begins this process; comparing it to children climbing aboard a merry-go-round. Those kiddy-rides feature various-colored molded horses on a revolving platform. When the ride stops to take on more children, the horse one child mounts will be of one color, while the next child will sit upon a steed of a different hue. Yet, all of those horses are part of one merry-go-round. Little children are easily impressed by visual experiences, so when someone later mentions a merry-go-round they see in their minds that red, white or blue horse they rode their first time. On the Lord’s eternal ride, there are three horses (symbolically speaking) one might happen to mount on his or her first ride—the Written Word, the Holy Spirit and the all-authoritative name of Jesus. Believers’ first experiences, as well, deeply impress them for the rest of their lives. They never forget their Christian beginnings.
Consequently, those
possessing
a
strong
constitution
will
guide
various
portions
of
the
church
in
the
direction
of
their
own
personal
experiences. Those who were most impressed by a Holy Spirit move in a church meeting will most likely exalt
the
Holy
Spirit over all other members of the Godhead. Those who were delivered from demonic oppression by the name of Jesus may feel
compelled
to
exalt
Jesus’ name even above the Word and Holy Spirit. Still others may steadfastly hold
to
the
Written
Word almost to the exclusion of the Holy Spirit and Jesus’ name. Such was my history. Some years after my new-birth experience, I was turned on to the Word of God by Kenneth Hagin’s teachings and E. W. Kenyon’s writings. Thus, the Scriptures became the solid foundation for my Christian life and ministry. That was not necessarily bad within itself; I just needed to add the advantages of the Holy Spirit and the name of Jesus, which I have done.
I am not implying those men misled me; that was merely my take on their teachings. Students can overemphasize or otherwise distort what teachers espouse! When I began my own scriptural research, I found out that all the members of the Godhead were equal in essence; just not in function. In the Old Testament all were involved, but Whom we know as the
Father
stood
out in history. In the gospels, Jesus
Christ
was
best-known, although He cast out demon spirits by the Holy Spirit, and said His Father did all those works through Him (Matthew 12:28; John 14:10). Throughout the book of Acts the
Holy
Spirit
is
emphasized, while working along with the Father and the Son (1 Corinthians 12:4-6). Despite people’s emphases, the Father, the Word and the Holy Spirit have all worked together in every phase of creation and redemption!
I still honor God’s Written Word first in my life, partially because there
is
where
I
found
out
about
the
Holy
Spirit
and the power of Jesus’ name. Moreover, Scripture itself thrusts the emphasis upon itself! Psalms 138:2 states: “. . . thou
hast
magnified
thy
word
above
all
thy
name.” Even Deity said He has magnified His Word above His name! How can we argue with that? I see the Word as my foundation, but I no longer exclude the other members of the Godhead from either my devotion or my trust; perceiving
their
distinctions
in
terms
of
operation
only—whether in providing redemption or running the universe. See Genesis 1:1-3 and 1 Corinthians 12:4-6.
 
With that said, let us discover how each member of the Godhead functions in the area of bodily healing. Due to the limitations of our finite minds we will have to focus on only one person at a time. Yet, in offering healing all three work together, just as they did when they purchased healing for us by Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.
 
Beginning with Psalms 107:20: “He [the Father] sent his word [Who became flesh—Jesus Christ—John 1:1, 14], and healed them [saved the Jews physically—Matthew 4:23-24], and delivered
them
from
their
destructions.” This refers both to Israel’s ancient
history and to Jesus’ ministry to the Jews in Judea. The Scriptures reveal undeniably that Christ and God’s Word are one. However, He not only is the Word, He also taught God’s Word to the Jews of those days; later on sending the Holy Spirit to move the gospel writers to record many of those words on natural materials so we too would have access to this truth. The Father sent His Word, birthed by a woman through Holy
Spirit power. The entire Godhead worked together in the incarnation! Then, Jesus proclaimed His Father’s healing words by the Holy Spirit anointing.
Now let us advance to Proverbs 4:20-22: “My son, attend to my
words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. For they [heaven’s words] are life unto those that find them, and health
to
all
their
flesh.” Even this Old Testament passage declares that life (health—salvation) for man’s body is resident in God’s Word! Therefore, taking in God’s Living Word is taking in life and health for our fleshly bodies.
Connect that with Matthew 4:4: “[Christ] answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word
that
proceedeth
out
of
the
mouth
of
God.” Man, consisting of spirit, soul and body, must have life for every part of him. God’s Word supplies that needed vitality!
Certain passages reveal both God’s part and ours in the healing of our physical bodies. Matthew provided this one. “The centurion answered . . . Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak [God’s] word
only, and my
servant
shall
be
healed (Matthew 8:8).” That Roman centurion both believed in his heart and confessed with his mouth that healing for his suffering servant was resident in Jesus’ spoken words. Look at Romans 10:9-10.
Matthew 8:16: “When the even[ing] was [had] come, they brought unto [Jesus] many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the [evil] spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick . . .” Obviously, He healed the sick with the same
word He used to cast out evil spirits. Therefore, living words released either through Jesus Christ or His followers produce health in the bodies of those they minister to. Read Luke 6:40 and John 14:12—God’s promises to you and me!
Mark 16:20 also says that: “[Jesus’ disciples] went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming
the [preached] word with signs following . . .” Now, the word them in this verse does not grace the Greek texts. More accurate is: “And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working
with
and
confirming
the
word with signs following . . .” God does not back man’s words, but His. Thus, He confirmed not the disciples so much as He did His words which they were proclaiming! And what form did that confirmation take? In verse eighteen, Jesus had prophesied that faithful followers would lay hands on the sick (thereby acting on His words), and that all those sick would recover. The book of Acts proves both that His promise was fulfilled, and that He meant exactly what He said.
Before visiting Acts, let us investigate Luke 1:38, “Mary [Jesus’ mother] said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according
to
thy
word . . .” Even though Mary did not mention physical healing as such, she did prove that words affect the human body. She became pregnant by accepting the Word of God sent by an angel!
 
Acts 11:14 may not at first seem to be referring to bodily healing, but we have to remember that numerous passages in the gospels prove the New
Testament
writers
looked
upon
bodily
healing
as
salvation. An angel instructed Cornelius to call for Peter, “Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.” Since supernatural healing is called salvation, then Peter’s words saved Cornelius and his household in
body as well as in soul and spirit!
 
In Romans 1:16, Paul declared: “. . . I am not ashamed of the
gospel
of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation [bodily
healing] to every one that believeth . . .” Romans 10:17 states: “. . . faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Faith being inherent in Deity’s Written Word, faith becomes available when we come in contact with Scripture. Remember, Acts 14:9 tells us Paul perceived the lame
man, who had been listening to him, had faith
to
be
saved. Then, he commanded him to rise up and walk. Faith for what God offers comes through hearing about what God has provided. Since that man experienced salvation in his physical body, then the Word of God must bear within it both faith
for
our
bodily
healing and bodily
healing (salvation) itself!
 
Hebrews 4:12 explains it further. “For the word of God is quick [alive], and powerful [energetic], and sharper than any twoedged sword [including surgical scalpels], piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of joints
and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Deity’s words, then, which are spirit (John 6:63), both can and do operate upon the flesh—joints
and
marrow. The Creator operated on Adam’s body, constructing another whole body from it; obviously doing so by the agency of His Word! Also, if that Word is able to separate body parts from one another, then it can surely separate from the body any organism or substance that is harming the body—whatever is making it sick. See Genesis 2:21-22 and Matthew 8:8.
 
There are other Scripture passages that reveal a definite connection between God’s Word and bodily healing, but let us move on to those revealing the Holy Spirit’s participation in the healing (salvation) of man’s physical body. Zechariah 4:6: “This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, [it is] Not by might, nor by power, but by
my
spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” Though physical healing is not specifically mentioned here, this is one of those universal passages that cover all things. Deity never uses natural might or power to accomplish anything! He even performs bodily healings only by spiritual power. If not, then this verse is a lie; and that is impossible! The same chapter foreshadows Christ’s promise that faith will even move mountains. Of course, mountain-removal is more difficult than overcoming disease. Doctors might aid patients in getting rid of illness, but has one ever moved an actual mountain by his medical practice?
 
In Matthew 12:28, Christ said: “. . . I cast out devils by the Spirit of God . . .” Numerous passages in the gospels and Acts closely link demon possession with sickness. Thus, casting out demons is virtually synonymous with healing the sick. How did Jesus accomplish such? By Holy Spirit power! The primary passage relating this truth is Luke 4:18: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted [the result of being broken-bodied], to preach deliverance
to [Satan’s] captives, and recovering
of [physical as well as spiritual] sight
to
the
blind, to set
at
liberty
them
that
are
bruised [by both sin and sickness] . . .” These words echo the concern our Savior displayed in Matthew 9:35-36, which says: “. . . Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching . . . preaching . . . and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. But when he saw the multitudes [of the sick and infirm], he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.” This statement refers to Ezekiel chapter thirty-four, which I recommend you read.
Now back to Luke 4:18. Jesus confessed that everything He came to achieve on earth would be accomplished by the Holy
Spirit Himself, Who had anointed Him to minister both forgiveness and healing to the sick and sinful human race.
Acts 10:38 also talks about Christ’s healing activities. It tells as well how the Father worked with Jesus and the Holy Spirit in producing those healings. “How God
anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with
the
Holy
Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for
God [the Father] was
with
him.” Notice, Acts 10:38 put healing and doing
good together. Whereas disease is an evil work of Satan, healing is a good work from God!
In Romans 8:11, Young’s Literal Translation proclaims: “But if the Spirit of him who did raise up Jesus out of the dead doth dwell in you, He who did raise up the Christ out of the dead shall quicken [enliven] also your dying
bodies, through
His
Spirit dwelling in you.” Three truths grace this Scripture. First, the Holy Spirit is the Person performing the quickening. Second, that quickening is within the believer’s dying (mortal) body. Therefore, this passage cannot refer to the resurrection of corpses (which is the third point), but to keeping
people
physically
alive
and
well who trust in God.
Romans 6:12 (YLT) proves beyond doubt that the Greek word translated mortal in Romans 8:11 in the King James Bible refers to living
human
bodies, not to dead bodies being resurrected. “Let not then the sin reign in your mortal [still living, but death-doomed] body, to obey it in its desires . . .” It would be insane to instruct a dead body to not let sin reign in it. Paul was saying that since the Holy Spirit resurrected Jesus’ dead body, it is but a small task for Him to make life for the believer’s still-living body; if one trusts Him to do so. Theologians purposely ignore the fact that this Greek word translated mortal means death-doomed, not already dead!
Another passage theologians have either grossly ignored or purposely misinterpreted is Romans 8:26: “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought [to]: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession
for
us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” The Greek word rendered infirmities often refers to physical
ailments, while the term translated helpeth is a long Greek word meaning to provide
aid
against. Thus, the Holy Spirit takes
hold
with
us
against
our
physical
infirmities as much as He does our spiritual weaknesses. Such happens when we pray by the Holy Spirit—supernaturally inspired prayer in other tongues. Nobody has any scriptural right to restrict such action to problems within the spirit only. This passage is all-inclusive. Thus, one more time we find the Holy Spirit being involved in the supernatural healing of our bodies.
 
First Corinthians 12:9 settles this dispute once and for all for honest truth-seekers. “To another [Christian is given] . . . the gifts
of
healings by the same [Holy] Spirit . . .” When will the modern church cease arguing over this subject matter? Verse twenty-eight clearly reads: “. . . God hath [once and for all] set [appointed, ordained, placed, put, established] some in [His] church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts
of
healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” Those gifts
of
healings, operated by the Holy Spirit, were established in the church, and are to remain there until Jesus returns.
According to Paul’s letter to the churches of Galatia, the miraculous was commonly experienced within God’s church in early days (and is to continue until Jesus comes back—Matthew 28:20). “He, therefore, that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith (Galatians 3:5)?” Notice how the Holy Spirit was connected to those miracles (which had to include healing). No one can produce a single Scripture that even hints such miracles were to end before our Lord’s return for His church!
The Holy Spirit and God’s Word always work together to accomplish His will upon this needy planet. “And take [as a weapon] the sword
of
the [Holy] Spirit, which is [the Spoken] word
of
God (Ephesians 6:17).”
 
We have closely examined numerous Scripture passages that leave no room for doubt that both God’s Word and His Holy Spirit are intricately connected in their operation of the healing (salvation) of our physical bodies. But now we must investigate the name of Jesus and see how it is involved in bodily
healing as much as God’s Word and Holy Spirit are.
I will reveal such connection by beginning with the Old Covenant Scripture passage, Exodus 15:26: “[Moses] said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice [Word] of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to [all] his commandments [which are inspired by the Holy
Spirit—2 Peter 1:21], and keep all his statutes, [then] I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians [as their just reward for idol worship]: for I am the
LORD
that
healeth
thee [Jehovah-Rapha].” This is Deity’s redemptive
name. Whereas Jehovah means Redeemer in Hebrew, Rapha is the Healer. Thus, our
Redeemer
has
redeemed
our
bodies
as
well
as
all
other
parts
of
us! Jesus means Jehovah
saves, and we have discovered that supernatural
healing of bodies in the New Testament is called salvation by the writers. Christ came in the name of His Father (John 5:43; 17:6, 26), and He said in John 14:9: “. . . he that hath seen me hath seen the Father [in action] . . .” He also said in verse ten: “. . . the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works [of both forgiveness and healing].” Read John 9:3-4 and 10:25, 37 as well.
Our Lord’s connection to Jehovah-Rapha in His ministry of bodily healing is further evidenced in Psalms 54:1, where a needy psalmist prayed: “Save
me, O God, by
thy
name . . .” Knowing what this Hebrew word save means is vital to our understanding of our Savior’s earthly ministry. The English transliteration of save is Yasha, the root of Yeshua—Jesus. This Old Testament word is all-inclusive; meaning salvation from every threat, be it spiritual, physical or material. Thus, the Savior of the Old Testament as well as of the New saves (heals) by His name as much as by His Word and Spirit!
Psalms 103:1-3: “Bless the LORD [Jehovah], O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name . . . forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases . . .” In this passage, God’s name is connected to forgiveness and
healing, the same as was Jesus’ name!
Joel 2:32: “. . . it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name
of
the
LORD shall be delivered [healed]: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance . . .” The Hebrew word meelat is another word meaning deliverance
from
sickness
and
disease. Peter quoted this Joel passage in Acts 2:16-21, connecting it to salvation (healing) received by faith through the preaching of the gospel. Luke recorded frequent healings occurring in the young church, all being considered salvation expressing itself in the physical bodies of those receiving such ministry.
Mark 16:17-18 tells us supernatural “. . . signs shall follow [accompany] them that believe; In [Jesus’] name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with [other] tongues; They shall take up serpents [but not in presumption]; and if they drink any deadly thing [poison], it shall not hurt them; they shall lay
hands
on
the
sick, and they [the sick upon whom hands were laid in Jesus’ name] shall
recover.”
 
Acts chapters three and four comprise one unit of gospel activity in the church’s early days. Those chapters recount the supernatural healing (salvation) of a lame man, as Peter and John were on their way to the temple to pray. Acts 3:6: “Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In
the
name
of
Jesus
Christ of Nazareth rise
up
and
walk.” And the lame man did just that! Then, Peter explained the incident to the curious crowd (Acts 3:11-12). In verse sixteen, Peter said: “And his [Jesus’] name through faith in his name hath made this man strong [in his body], whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by [Christ] hath given [to] him this perfect
soundness in the presence of you all.” Jesus’ name perfectly restored that man’s infirm physical body. In Acts 4:9, Peter said the man’s healing was salvation. In verse ten Peter again testified that Jesus’ name was the power that made the man whole. “Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by
the
name
of
Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom [you Jews] crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole [in body].” However, the passage that settles the issue is Acts 4:12. Referring back to the healing of the lame man, Peter said: “Neither is there salvation [for the physical body] in any other: for there is none
other
name [except the name of Jesus] under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” Thus, bodily
salvation (healing) is inherent in the name of Jesus!
 
Other statements in Acts chapter four make it clear that what happened to the man was the healing (salvation) of his body. Acts 4:14: “And beholding the man which was healed [therapuoo—a primary Greek word denoting bodily healing] standing with them, they could say nothing against it.” Acts 4:22 then informs us: “. . . the man was above forty years old, upon whom this miracle of healing [iaoomai—another Greek word for bodily healing] was showed.” In these passages two things are emphasized in the Greek text. One is: The man’s physical healing was counted by the writer of Acts, as well as by Peter, as genuine salvation. Second, it was the name
of
Jesus through faith in His name that healed (saved) that lame man’s body. Also be sure to read Acts 4:30.
 
Philippians 2:9-10 also testifies to the scriptural reality that people are healed in Jesus’ name. At first glance it may not seem so, but upon a close investigation of this Scripture the message becomes clear. Paul said: “Wherefore, God also hath highly exalted him [Jesus], and [has] given [to] him a name which is above
every
name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in
heaven, and things in
earth, and things under
the
earth . . .” Things in earth would have to include sickness. Every sickness and disease, then, must yield to the name of Jesus! It is just that simple.
 
Now look at James 5:14-15: “Is any sick among you? let him [the sick believer] call for the elders of the church; and let them [the elders] pray over him, anointing him with oil in
the
name
of
the
Lord [Jesus]: And the prayer of faith shall save
the
sick [person], and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.” This passage declares that the prayer of faith, plus anointing the sick one with oil in
the
name
of
Jesus, will absolutely save (soozoo—heal) the sick Christian. (Even in English versions, this verse calls healing of the body salvation!)
 
Of what does the supernatural
wall
outlet consist? Where is Deity’s healing power located? In His Living Word, in His Holy Spirit anointing, and in the name of Jesus! People need to plug into all three entities to activate all three of them in receiving bodily
healing (salvation).
 
Because divine healing power is located in Deity’s Word, in His Holy Spirit, and in Jesus’ name, then it is not located anywhere else! Since supernatural healing was not invested anywhere else, why do people waste their time and energy looking for it elsewhere? Some places many look for healing are the medical
profession, holy
waters, making
pilgrimages to supposed holy places, and mental
exercises practiced by oriental
religions and/or psychical
disciplines.
 
It is amazing that in the blazing light of the biblical truth about God’s plan for the complete salvation of man’s spirit, soul and body, many people reject Deity’s working
plan and set out to either discover or create one of their own! That is how both the fallen world and religion work. Romans 1:21-22 states: “. . . when they knew God, they glorified him not as God . . . but became [totally] vain in [all of] their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools . . .” That refers primarily to the
world. But, now consider Jeremiah 2:13: “. . . my
people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me [their own God] the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.” Romans 10:3 then reports: “[The Jews] being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not [in any way] submitted themselves to the righteousness of God.” These three passages unveil a most vital principle: One cannot go his own way and God’s way simultaneously!
The same may be said of the modern church concerning divine healing. Most of the church has categorically rejected bodily healing by faith alone, and has instead gone after an alternative health plan—a highly imperfect one at that—this world’s medical system. Perfect bodily healing may be found only in Deity’s Written Word, His Holy Spirit anointing, and the all-authoritative name of Jesus!
Remember, physicians and manmade medicine can only give natural
aid to the natural
bodies of their patients. Since they
cannot
give
life, then neither
can
they
heal! Deity never uses man’s power or methods to accomplish spiritual work! If
an
actual
miracle
manifests
through
a
doctor’s
hands, then
he
has
ceased
to
function
as
a
physician; he is operating as a believer tapping into heaven’s storehouse.







CHAPTER
FIFTEEN 
How we appropriate bodily healing
Knowing where the divine healing power outlet is located and what it looks like makes it easier to recognize the shape of the plug we are to insert into it. Upon discovering that, it is only a matter of the enlightened person making a quality decision to tap into such power to receive bodily healing!
Some people believe that getting healed is only a matter of praying. However, although billions of prayers are prayed by multitudes of desperate people everyday throughout the world, only a small percentage of those prayers actually get answered. Obviously, not many people are healed, because sickness is more prevalent upon this planet today than ever before! That means what most people call prayer falls short of what it takes to get them healed (saved) in their bodies.
Yet, I do not want to make healing seem so complicated, for most people have too much hassle in their lives already. Therefore, I will treat the subject with as much simplicity as I know how. I have found in my biblical studies that gaining and maintaining health supernaturally is more of a lifestyle than a formula. That lifestyle is summed up in Mark 12:30, where Jesus answered some inquirer: “. . . thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first [primary] commandment.” That portrays man’s whole being, and indicates that Deity wants every part of us in fellowship with Him; which results in our total salvation.
I have discovered that those four italicized entities relate somehow to four areas of our cooperation with Deity in our receiving any divine blessing, including bodily healing. First of those four is heart
faith. In Mark 9:23, “Jesus said unto him [a man whose son was demon-possessed], If thou canst believe, all
things
are
possible
to
him
that
believeth.” That is an open-ended
promise from the Savior, which must include bodily healing; which is just what the man requested for his son! The Lord warned him, however, that the burden of his son’s deliverance lay not upon Jesus, but upon the father of the boy. Then the man heeded His command (Mark 9:24).
 
In Mark 11:23-24, Jesus got more specific about what is involved in faith. “For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this [literal] mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not
doubt
in
his
heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith [confesses
consistently] shall come
to
pass [become
his]; he shall have [possess] whatsoever
he
saith [without exception]. Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when
ye
pray, believe
that
ye
receive
them, and ye
shall
have
them.” Jesus made it clear that doubting short-circuits the entire blessing process. He reinforced that truth in Luke 8:50, when people from Jairus’ house informed him that because his daughter was dead already it was too late for the Master’s help. “But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear [doubt] not [doubt being fueled by fear]: believe
only, and she shall be made
whole [soozoo—saved].” Doubt and faith do not mix successfully. Therefore, just as was demanded of Jairus, we today must remain steady on the faith track, if we expect to receive our heart’s desires (bodily healing included).
Why was Jesus so insistent that Jairus purposely reject fear, and believe without a doubt? Because no one can hold onto faith and fear at the same time! They are diametrically opposed. But, what faith was Jairus to hold onto? The same faith he
had
initiated when he first came to Jesus! In Mark 5:23, Jairus pleaded with the Lord: “My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed [soozoo—bodily saved]; and she shall live.” To prevail for his daughter, Jairus needed to deliberately decide not to fear that the girl might not make it, but hold fast to his
initial
faith until the victory was won!
 
You see, faith itself cannot fail, because it is one of God’s attributes. See Hebrews 12:2. However, Satan uses negative news to shake us to the point that we are tempted to allow our grip on faith to soften in the face of opposition. Paul, in Romans 3:3-4, tells us how to respond to those conditions. “For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let
God
be
true, but
every
man
a
liar . . .” The problem is not with godly faith failing, but with people’s failure to maintain such faith until that faith gets the job done—manifests their healing!
 
Of course, Satan uses people who are negatively-oriented to forecast news which discourages, sending by those whom we respect to persuade us to forfeit our miracle right in the face of clear
biblical
promises to grant our every desire. Look at John 5:44, where Jesus asked: “How can ye believe [what Deity said], which receive
honour
one
of
another, and seek not the honour
that
cometh
from
God
only?” The Master was simply saying here that seeking man’s approval stands in the way of exercising biblical faith! Why? Because the devil utilizes the pressure of our desire to be part of the in-crowd to convince us to reject God’s will as expressed in His Word. Since most people are opposed in some way to Deity’s ways, then one cannot please people and Deity at the same time. Luke 16:15 is clear about that sad reality: “. . . that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.” Peer pressure is a powerful tool in Satan’s hands.
 
Moreover, the devil offers symptoms as supposedly valid arguments against God’s Word concerning our situation. In other words, after we find promises in the Scriptures which will answer our physical needs, Satan will bombard us with negative
mental
visions and convincing
symptoms within our bodies that contradict the very thought of receiving healing heaven’s way. After praying for healing, or our being prayed for, symptoms sometimes become worse. The Adversary will use those circumstances to discourage us from persevering in our quest for divine health—which the devil attempted in Jairus’ case. News of his daughter’s decease was calculated by Satan to force him to give up and accept her early death as inevitable. Praise God, the man refused to do so!
 
To those who contend that faith is not necessary in each and every case, I offer Hebrews 11:6: “But without faith it is impossible to please him [at any time]: for he that cometh to God must [dei—necessary by the nature of things to] believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder [with divine healing] of them that diligently seek him.” To receive healing God’s way someone must believe! In the case of Jairus’ dead daughter she obviously could not exercise faith for herself, so it was his faith which opened the door for her miraculous recovery! Sometimes, our loved ones must depend upon our faith.
 
In his letter, James explains this principle even further. James 1:5-8 deals with both blessings and responsibilities of God’s people: “If any of you lack wisdom [or anything else necessary to life], let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it
shall
be
given
him. But let him [in every case] ask
in
faith, nothing
wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed . . . let
not
that
man
think
that
he
shall
receive
any
thing
of
the
Lord. A
double
minded
man
is
unstable
in
all
his
ways.” In the mouth of two or three witnesses every word is established, and these verses in James agree with Hebrews 11:6, Mark 11:23-24 and other New Testament Scriptures.
 
In light of the foregoing truths, I present you a Scripture that is at the same time challenging and encouraging. Luke 18:8: “. . . when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” This question by Christ challenges you and me, for it suggests that the portrait is yet unfinished, and that it is left up to us to fill in the details. In other words, He does not force people to believe; He only offers us the opportunity to believe in and act upon His plan. That is the encouraging part. It means we can affect not only our own destinies, but influence others as well. You and I could actually determine the outcome of world history to some degree! Yet, whatever success we have will be based on heaven’s plans, not ours; primarily the redemptive sacrifice of God’s Beloved Son.
 
Now the famous John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he gave [offered] his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not
perish [in spirit, soul or body], but [might] have everlasting life [in spirit, soul and body].” Nobody has a right to restrict the promise in this passage to the human spirit alone. Moreover, this verse clearly asserts that receiving the blessings requires
believing the promises.
First Timothy 4:10 concurs with John 3:16, concerning the faith side of salvation. “. . . we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour
of
all
men, specially
of
those
that
believe.” The truth presented here is that Deity has provided salvation for all men, but only
those
who
believe for it will
receive it! That means we have a part in the receiving process. God will not force any of His blessings upon anyone.
 
Remember, we are discussing here the necessity
of
faith in receiving heaven’s blessings, including divine healing. In Ephesians 1:19-20, we read of “. . . the exceeding greatness of his power to
us-ward
who
believe, according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him [up] from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places . . .” It is evident in this passage that such power is dependent on Christ’s resurrection, and that it flows out only to those who believe. It is exceedingly powerful
toward
the
believer, but is forfeited
by
the
doubter! Ephesians 3:20 echoes and reinforces Ephesians 1:19-20. “Now unto him [Jehovah-Rapha] that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according
to
the
power
that
worketh
in
us . . .” What power? Faith, of course! If we will believe God’s Word and cooperate with it completely, there will be no limit to our possibilities. See Matthew 17:20 and 21:21-22 for additional reinforcements.
 
Romans 10:9-10 is what I call a universal Scripture that covers the whole spectrum of salvation, including healing in our physical bodies. It mentions the necessity of faith, but also stresses our confession, about which I will later go into detail. This Scripture passage promises, “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved [in spirit, soul and body]. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness [right standing with Deity in spirit, soul and body]; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation [in spirit, soul and body].” Many have theologically restricted this Scripture passage to the human spirit, but we have already discovered that biblical
salvation affects a man’s body as much as it does his soul and spirit. Thus, faith and confession are necessary for divine healing, as well as for the new birth and all other blessings.
 
But, how does one obtain that faith which the Bible says is necessary for our salvation (healing)? Greek manuscripts of Acts 17:31 hold the answer to that query, although most English versions distort the message. “[God] hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man [the Messiah] whom he hath ordained; whereof he [God] hath given
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him [Jesus] from the dead.” The word rendered given means offered or furnished, while the Greek word translated assurance is the common term for faith. Therefore, through Jesus’ resurrection, God has furnished
faith unto men to be used for procuring salvation in spirit, soul and body!
Of course, the most well known Scripture text having to do with gaining faith for salvation (including bodily
healing) is Romans 10:17 “So then faith [for what God offers] cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” This Scripture declares first that the miraculous
power
outlet is God’s own Word, and second how
we
tap
into
it—by hearing
His
Word! Our repeated exposure to the Scriptures brings faith to our doorstep. However, faith being even that close will do us no good, unless we receive
God’s
faith
into
our
spirit and keep it there. Hebrews 4:2 lays out the biblical principle. “For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them [Israel in the wilderness]: but the word preached [to the Jews] did not profit them [in any way], not
being
mixed
with
faith in them that heard it.” Israel went from
crisis
to
crisis, griping about their circumstances, because they considered faith as some power to be obtained in each case of need, rather than as a steady lifestyle. Second Corinthians 5:7 states it concisely: “( . . . we [Christians] walk
by
faith [in what God has said], not
by
sight [what the senses sense]:)” The Greek word rendered walk means continuous conduct. Thus, the faith walk is a daily lifestyle that continues throughout our time on earth.
 
A kindred practice in the believer’s lifestyle is meditation. What does pondering
God’s
Word have to do with the health of our bodies? It
builds
within
us
a
capacity
for
healing
faith! Consider God’s instructions to Joshua (Moses’ successor) in Joshua 1:8: “This book of the law [Moses’ writings] shall not depart out of thy mouth [meaning Joshua was to confess it continually]; but thou shalt meditate
therein
day
and
night, that thou mayest observe to do [conduct yourself] according to all that is written therein: for [only] then thou shalt make
thy
way
prosperous, and then thou shalt have
good
success [in all you do, including receiving any promised blessings—physical healing being one of them].” Look at Exodus 15:26, 23:25 and Deuteronomy 7:15.
 
The other side of that coin, so to speak, is pointed out in Proverbs 30:32, advising one: “If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself, or if thou hast thought
evil, lay thine hand upon thy mouth.” Meditating upon evil things will sooner or later prompt the mouth to speak of them, providing Satan with dangerous weapons to use against us. It is best not to dwell upon evil things, but even if we do, we can still render them powerless by refusing to release them verbally!
 
Remember, we learned earlier that sickness was counted evil by New Testament writers. Therefore, thinking
sickness
is
thinking
evil. Securing our health, then, includes refusing to think or confess that sickness rules in our bodies. Is this just my own speculation, or is it biblical? In Jeremiah 6:19, Jehovah declared: “. . . I will bring evil upon this people, even the
fruit
of
their
thoughts, because they
have
not
hearkened
unto
my
words, nor
to
my
law, but rejected it.” They violated heaven’s clear instructions to them through Moses, thereby cheating themselves out of God’s promised blessings. In the Septuagint (Greek Version) of this Scripture, the same word that portrays sickness as evil in the New Testament is used. Thus, Deity promised to bring the evil of sickness upon His own people as fruitage of their evil (sick) thoughts.
 
I am not just making up this stuff. There is more biblical proof pertaining to the subject. Look at Isaiah 55:8-9: “. . . my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my
thoughts
than
your
thoughts.” By connecting that Scripture with Jeremiah 29:11, you will find that God never thinks in terms of sickness when it comes to His faithful people. “. . . I know the thoughts
that
I
think
toward
you [saints], saith the LORD, thoughts
of
peace [Hebrew—sheeloom—restoration to completeness in your spirit, soul and
body], and not of evil [sickness].” The Septuagint here uses the same Greek word for evil that is connected to sickness in Matthew, Mark and Luke; which proves that Deity never envisions sickness for those who obey Him! He always thinks sheeloom—health—toward His own. (Jeremiah 29:11 in the Hebrew Scripture is actually 36:11 in the Septuagint.)
 
However, those are Deity’s thoughts. What do His have to do with ours? Well, just as He refrains from thinking of evil, even so must we! In Matthew 6:31, Christ urged: “Therefore take
no
thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?” While this verse speaks of material things, the principle is the same in the area of physical health. Take
no
thought, saying! That is how we receive thoughts, be they good or bad. Satan tempts us to succumb to circumstances that are less than helpful to our cause by prompting us to say with our mouths what negative circumstances suggest to our senses. Our putting negative thoughts into words releases power the enemy can use to bring or keep the negative circumstances we speak of in our life. Remember, life and death are in the power of the tongue (Proverbs 18:21). Thinking upon sickness (evil) puts people in the mood to talk of sickness, which then releases negative power into the devil’s hands to place such sickness on their bodies. To keep sickness at bay, therefore, we must first keep it out of our minds and mouths!
 
On the positive side of this issue, 1 Corinthians 2:16 proclaims: “For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we
have
the
mind
of
Christ.” Now we would have to agree that our Savior is going to meditate on what He did for us on the cross instead of what the devil is attempting to do to us. Therefore, since we have the mind of Christ, we are to keep our minds on health, not sickness!
Ephesians 3:20 is a primary Scripture passage showing us that meditation
is
one
of
the
prongs
on
the
plug we insert into God’s healing
power
outlet. “[The Almighty] is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or [even] think, according to the power that worketh in us . . .” Bodily healing certainly fits into the category of what we may ask or think; and purposeful
thinking is deliberate
meditation. Meditation, then, plugs us into God’s divine healing power outlet!
 
Scripture actually instructs us as to the kinds of things we are to think on. Philippians 4:8 is quite specific. “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true [God’s Written Word is true, and tells us we are healed—John 17:17; 1 Peter 2:24.], whatsoever things are honest [Illness never honestly reflects Deity’s will for us, because Christ took away our infirmities, and removed our diseases—Matthew 8:16-17.], whatsoever things are just [right before God—Disease is definitely not.], whatsoever things are pure [holy—Romans 12:1 says we are to offer God our body as holy.], whatsoever things are lovely [acceptable—Chapter one of this book has already ruled out sickness as meditation material.], whatsoever things are of
good
report [well-spoken
of—Disease is not.]; if there be any virtue [fortitude—none in disease], and if there be any praise [commendation—Deity never praises illness.], think [exercise
your
mind] on these things [agreeing with God].”
Paul revealed another meditation
nugget in his first letter to Timothy. “Meditate upon these things [God’s words]; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all (1 Timothy 4:15).” This Scripture teaches that meditation is another attribute which permits Deity to manifest blessings in our lives; and physical salvation is one of Gods blessings! Health is certainly more profitable than sickness (except for doctors, surgeons and pharmacists, of course).
 
A third activity we must practice to receive supernatural healing is confession. Large segments of the modern church are in the dark about this great biblical doctrine. For many, confession has only to do with the open acknowledgment of their sins, whereas others deny the necessity of any biblical confession. I know that confession of one’s sins is necessary for him who has sinned to receive forgiveness, but once sins have been confessed and forsaken it is necessary to accept God’s forgiveness and forget about those sins! Actually, it is not the confession of one’s sins that gains salvation, but the
confession
of
Jesus
Christ
as
Lord
and
Savior! Read Romans 10:9-10 once again and meditate upon that!
Luke 12:8: “Whosoever shall [unashamedly] confess me [Jesus Christ] before men, him shall [I] the Son of man also confess before the angels of God . . .” Our Savior will confess what before His good angels? He will instruct them to bring to pass all that we confess! Hebrews 1:14: “Are they [angels] not all ministering
spirits, sent forth to minister for [people] who shall be heirs of salvation?” Minister what? Whatever is included in the salvation package offered by heaven; which embraces even the salvation of our bodies!
 
Romans 10:10 establishes the necessity of our deliberate
confession in the process of receiving redemption. “For with the heart [or spirit] man believeth unto righteousness [unto right standing with Deity]; and with
the
mouth
confession
is
made
unto
salvation.” But, what if one is not able to speak? Communication is the idea presented here, and most people who are unable to speak words can still communicate. That might be the very miraculous blessing they seek—to speak! Remember, salvation includes bodily healing, and one who really wants to be healed will invent a way to communicate his or her faith in the Lord Jesus Christ!
This principle has been the same from the beginning. He who believes will find a way to communicate faith. Consider 2 Corinthians 4:13: “We having the same spirit of faith [as Old Testament saints], according as it is written [in Psalms 116:10], I believed, and therefore have I spoken [confessed]; we also believe, and therefore speak . . .” Thus, believing and speaking work
together in our contact with the Godhead, so that God’s Word, the Holy Spirit and Jesus’ name may then minister healing (salvation) to our physical bodies!
 
Hebrews 3:1 urges: “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle
and
High
Priest
of
our
profession [Greek—confession], Christ Jesus . . .” Christ is High Priest of our confession, but what does a High Priest do? He
offers
up
sacrifices
to
Deity
in
behalf
of
those
who
are
in
covenant
with
Him. What kinds of sacrifices does He offer up to God? Hebrews 13:15 in the King James Version says: “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice
of
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving
thanks
to
his
name.” The literal Greek says we must offer the “fruit of lips confessing
the
name of him [Jesus Christ].” Well, what does that mean? It means we are to confess all that Jesus’ name provided for us through His sacrifice on the cross, including healing for our bodies! Remember Isaiah 53:4-5 and 10.
 
Christians are commanded in Hebrews 10:23 as well to “. . . hold
fast the profession [confession] of our faith [actually, hope] without wavering . . .” If confession is something we are to hold
fast
to, then it must be vital to the salvation process. So, if
the
salvation
we
are
pursuing
is
physical
healing, then we must continue confessing our healing in the face of any stubborn contrary physical evidence in our bodies until all such symptoms cease and we display perfect health.
 
Holding
fast our confession is an overlap into obedience, the fourth prong on the plug we insert into the divine power outlet to receive bodily health. God’s Written
Word, His Holy
Spirit and Jesus’ name all working close together to minister salvation unto us, our believing, meditating, confessing, and obeying must also cooperate in reaching out to receive such blessings. Each of our four activities must work together to plug into each of those three outlet openings! If we neglect our responsibility, we will short- circuit our healing project.
Obedience is the glue that holds all the elements together. Refusing to obey Deity’s instructions renders ineffective all of one’s believing, meditating and confessing. However, full obedience fully validates all of our believing, meditating and confessing. James 1:22: “But be ye doers of [be obedient to] the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” James 2:26: “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith
without
works [corresponding actions] is
dead also.”
 
In Psalms 35:27 I have found the
connection
of
obedience
to
divine
healing; commanding: “Let the LORD be magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity [sheeloom—physical health] of his servant [obedient
one].” English versions often hide some of the blessings of our rich inheritance.
However, the
truth
is
open
for
all
to
see in Proverbs 16:3. “Commit thy works [of obedience] unto the LORD, and thy thoughts [meditations] shall be established [You will receive what you desire.].” You might have to think about it a little, but it is there even in the English. By obedience we activate our thoughts of health, and God brings them to pass!
Now look at Proverbs 16:7. “When a man’s ways [This is a portrait of lifestyle.] please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace [sheelam] with him.” Remember that we found sickness to be our
enemy; and God said that when our ways (of believing, meditating, confessing and obeying) please Him, He will cause that enemy (sickness) to keep its distance! His covenant promises to Israel in Exodus 15:26, 23:25 and Deuteronomy 7:15 are valid even for today.
 
Now let us go to the New Testament. John 8:29: “And he that sent me is
with
me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I
do
always
those
things
that
please
him.” This portrays Jesus’ unfailing
obedience to His Father’s perfect will. What does that have to do with divine healing? Jesus fulfilled His Father’s will by healing all the sick (Matthew 4:23-24; Acts 10:38). Furthermore, doing God’s will even assured Jesus of protection from illness. Christ was never sick until He was made sick in our behalf on the cross!
 
Another Scripture passage containing promise of healing for our physical bodies, but in which most Christians would never recognize such, is John 8:31-32: “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue [a lifestyle] in [obey] my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the
truth
shall
make
you
free [in every facet of your being].” Many theologians would contend that this passage speaks of the spirit and soul only, leaving the body out of the picture, but the Savior has set us free in body as well as spirit; and it is through our obedience
to
His
Word that such takes place!
 
First Corinthians 10:5 presents a very sobering account of Israel’s moral failures in their wilderness journeys. “But with many of them God
was
not
well
pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness.” Deity’s displeasure stemmed from Israel’s deliberate disobedience. Their overthrow in the wilderness in most cases consisted of dying of some kind of disease due to their own rebellious attitudes and practices. Obviously, then, the opposite of being disobedient is being obedient, and the flip side of dying of some plague is health. Health, therefore, stems from obedience to God’s Word!
 
Hebrews 10:36 is very clear on this matter. “For ye have need of patience, that, after
ye
have
done
the
will
of
God, ye might receive
the
promise.” Obedience must come first, then the blessing—including our bodily healing.
Hebrews 10:38 carries the issue a step further. “Now the just [the righteous] shall live
by
faith [a lifestyle
of
faith
and
obedience]: but if any [believing] man [or woman] draw back [from his or her lifestyle of faith and obedience], my [Deity’s] soul shall have
no
pleasure in him [or her].” In other words, the same things can happen to us as did to Israel out in the wilderness. This is a New Testament Scripture, is it not? So, if God’s displeasure against Israel’s disobedience resulted in illness, should we not expect disobedience today to have the same effects? That is what this verse plainly teaches!
 
Let me finish with 1 John 3:21-22: “Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. And whatsoever
we
ask, we
receive
of
him, because
we
keep
his
commandments, and do
those
things
that
are
pleasing
in
his
sight.” Well, whatsoever we might ask would certainly have to include the healing of our bodies, and John declared that doing (continually
practicing) that which is pleasing to Deity (rendering complete obedience to Him) will reap for us those things we petitioned of Him—including perfect health.
 
We must grasp this process! Our
exposure
to
God’s
Word
brings
faith
upon
the
scene; for faith comes by hearing God’s Word (Romans 10:17). Then, our
deliberate
meditation
upon
God’s
Word
opens
the
door
to
the
very
core
of
our
being—our spirit—to
biblical
faith. Meditation increases our capacity to take in and retain faith inside us. However, for the faith we received from God’s Word to become active in our behalf, we must stir it. The mixer is located one inch under our noses. It is with
the
mouth that confession
is
made
unto
salvation (physical
healing). Confession must then turn into complete
obedience; expressing faith by all our actions—cooperating with God’s Word, the Holy Spirit and Jesus’ name!
 
Jerry Savelle related a perfect example. After asking God for his first airplane, God told him to act
like he had one in his possession. How would he do that? Go out on a runway and spread out his arms like wings? God told him to fill his schedule so tight that he would have to have his own plane to meet all of his obligations. He soon received his desire!
In another case, a dying tubercular man was told to lay out his clothes to dry in
anticipation
of
His
physical
healing. He did, and God did! The man was perfectly healed.







CHAPTER
SIXTEEN 
Divine healing Scriptures
I read in a traditional theological commentary once that the Bible did not contain very much material on the subject of miraculous healings. That was obviously the theologian’s vain attempt to discourage belief in supernatural healing of the physical body; which is one of my reasons for including all of these Scripture passages in this section—to show just how ridiculous were that theologian’s worthless arguments. My second purpose for listing them is to provide the reader with overwhelming biblical evidence to enlighten others who may be smitten with similar unbelief.
I recorded about fifteen pages of Scriptures that address either directly or indirectly the sickness and healing subject regarding the past, present and future. Most of the passages contain words describing sickness or healing in some form, although some merely reveal the reality that the gospel was never meant to be altered in either content or presentation. Thus, whether or not the words sick or heal appear in these texts, they relate to the issue in some manner. I abbreviated for space sake, but did not tamper with biblical truth.
Some Scriptures reveal that many of the cases of sickness recorded, especially in the Old Testament writings, were the result of obstinate disobedience. Nowhere in all of Scripture will you find Deity putting sickness on His faithful people. It was the disobedience of the rebellious that earned the curse of disease and infirmity. Believers must come to realize that sickness and pain were not what God had in mind when He created humanity. Deity designed us to live healthy lives. It was sin that opened the door to the curses of sickness and disease, pain and destruction, poverty and lack. Prior to sin being invited in, there was no sickness on earth!
Of course, in some cases, such as with Job, the problem stemmed neither from personal rebellion nor happenstance, but was an outright attack by man’s archenemy, the devil. Perhaps these passages will aid us in recognizing the cause behind our own health problems. Are they the result of our carelessness, or Satan’s attacks because of our obedience?
 
Genesis 1:31—God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very
good. (Acts 10:38—Health
is
good.)
Genesis 2:21-22—The Lord caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam . . . and he took one of his ribs . . . And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman . . .
Genesis 20:17-18—Abraham prayed. God healed Abimelech and his wife and maidservants; and they bare children. For the LORD had fast closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelech [as judgment], because of Sarah Abraham’s wife.
Genesis 21:1-2—The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and did unto Sarah as he had spoken. For Sarah conceived, and bore Abraham a son in his old age. (Their
youth
renewed)
Exodus 12:8—they shall eat the flesh [of the Passover lamb; foreshadowing Christ our Passover] in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread . . . (See John 6:53-58.)
Exodus 15:26—If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all [of] his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians [as judgment because of sin]: for I am the
LORD
that
healeth
thee [Jehovah-Rapha].
Exodus 23:25-26—And ye shall serve the LORD your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I
will
take
sickness
away from the midst of thee.
Numbers 21:9—Moses made a serpent
of
brass, and put it on a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when
he
beheld
the
serpent
of
brass, he
lived.
Deuteronomy 7:15—And the
LORD
will
take
away
from
thee
all
sickness, and will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which thou knowest, upon thee . . .
Deuteronomy 21:22-23—And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and . . . thou hang him on a tree . . . thou shalt . . . bury him that day; (for he
that
is
hanged
is
accursed
of
God;) (This is referred to in Galatians 3:13.)
Deuteronomy 28:15—If thou wilt not hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments . . . all these curses
shall
come
upon
thee, and overtake thee . . .
Deuteronomy 28:22—The LORD shall [also] smite thee with a consumption, and with a fever, and with an inflammation, and with an extreme
burning . . . and with blasting, and with mildew; and they shall pursue thee until thou perish.
Deuteronomy 28:27-28—The LORD will smite thee with the botch
of
Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the scab, and with the itch, whereof
thou
canst
not
be
healed. [Also,] The LORD shall smite thee with madness, and blindness . . .
Deuteronomy 28:35—LORD shall smite thee in
the
knees, and in
the
legs, with
a
sore
botch
that
cannot
be
healed, from
the
sole
of
thy
foot
unto
the
top
of
thy
head. (See Job 2:7.)
Deuteronomy 28:58-61—If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, THE LORD THY GOD; Then the LORD will make thy plagues
wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed, even great
plagues, and of
long
continuance, and sore
sicknesses, and of
long
continuance. Moreover he will bring upon thee all the diseases
of
Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; and they shall
cleave
unto
thee. Also every
sickness, and every
plague, which is not written in the book of this law, them will the LORD bring upon thee . . . (All
for
disobedience)
Deuteronomy 32:39—I am [God] . . . I kill, and I make alive; I wound [fulfilling
the
law
of
sowing
and
reaping], and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand.
Deuteronomy 34:7—Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died: his
eye
was
not
dim, nor [was] his
natural
force
abated. (Moses
is
a
good
example
to
follow.)
Joshua 14:11—I am [just] as strong this day as I was in the day Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even
so
is
my
strength
now, for war . . . (Caleb, one
of
the
twelve
spies)
Joshua 23:13—Know for a certainty that the LORD will no more drive out any of these [Canaanite] nations from before you; but [these people] shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges
in
your
sides, and thorns
in
your
eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which the LORD hath given you. (Just
as
it
was
here, Paul’s
thorn
was
a
PERSONALITY.)
Joshua 23:15—[Just] as all good things are come upon you, which the LORD your God promised you; so shall the LORD bring upon you all evil things . . . (Law
of
sowing
and
reaping)
Joshua 24:20—If ye forsake the LORD, and serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that he hath done you good. (You
reap
what
you
sow.)
Judges 6:13—Gideon said unto [the angel], Oh my Lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of . . . ?
2 Kings 5:14—[Naaman] dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his
flesh
came
again
like
unto
the
flesh
of
a
little
child, and
he
was
clean. (Naaman
was
supernaturally
healed
of
leprosy.)
2 Kings 13:14—Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness whereof he died. (Not
God’s
will
according
to
the
Covenant!)
2 Chronicles 16:12—Asa was diseased
in
his
feet until his disease was exceeding great: yet in [that painful] disease he
sought
not
to
the
LORD, but
to
the
physicians. And Asa slept with his fathers, and died [in misery without being healed].
2 Chronicles 21:15—And thou
shalt
have
great
sickness by disease of thy bowels, until thy bowels fall out by reason of the sickness day by day. (Cursed
because
of
disobedience)
2 Chronicles 21:18-19—And [in judgment] the LORD smote him [Jehoram] in his bowels with an incurable
disease. And . . . after the end of two years, his bowels fell out by reason of his sickness: so he
died
of
sore
diseases.
Job 2:7—Satan . . . smote
Job with sore
boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. (See Deuteronomy 28:35.)
Job 42:10—The LORD turned
the
captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends . . . (Health and prosperity restored)
Psalms 22:14—All
my
bones
are
out
of
joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels. (Jesus on the cross)
Psalms 34:20—He
keepeth
all
his
bones: not one of them is broken. (Jesus’ greatest
sufferings
were
in
spirit, not
body.)
Psalms 103:2-3—Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget
not all [or any of] his
benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth
all
thy
diseases . . . (Healing, part
of
salvation)
Psalms 103:4-5—Who redeemeth
thy
life
from
destruction . . . satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy
youth
is
renewed like the eagle’s. (As with
Sarah
and
Abraham)
Psalms 105:37—He brought them forth with silver and gold: and there
was
not
one
feeble
person
among
their
tribes.
Psalms 107:20—[God] sent
his
word, and
healed
them, and delivered
them
from
their
destructions. (See John 1:1, 14.)
Psalms 118:8-9—It is better to trust [fully] in
the
LORD than to put [any] confidence in man [for
health or anything else].
Psalms 149:4—For the LORD taketh pleasure in his people: he
will
beautify
the
meek
with
salvation [from sickness].
Proverbs 3:7-8—Fear the LORD, and depart from evil. [For] It shall be health
to
thy
navel, and marrow
to
thy
bones.
Proverbs 4:20-22—Attend to my words; incline thine ear to my sayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. For they [my words] are life unto [all] those that find them, and health
to
all
their
flesh.
Proverbs 14:30—A sound
heart [spirit] is the life [health] of
the
flesh: but envy the rottenness
of
the [literal] bones.
Proverbs 16:24—Pleasant
words [healing
confessions] are as a honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health
to
the
bones.
Proverbs 17:22—A
merry
heart
doeth
good
like
a
medicine [literally, is
a
healing]: but a
broken
spirit
drieth
the
bones.
Proverbs 18:14—The spirit
of
man
will
sustain [him in] his
infirmity; but a
wounded
spirit
who
can
bear?
Proverbs 26:2—As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the
curse [of sickness] causeless
shall
not
come.
Isaiah 33:24—The inhabitant shall not
say, I
am
sick: and the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.
Isaiah 35:3—Strengthen
ye
the
weak
hands, and confirm [or stabilize] the
feeble
knees. (Physical
as
well
as
spiritual)
Isaiah 43:11—I am the LORD; beside
me
there
is
no
saviour.
Isaiah 45:21—I the LORD . . . there is no God else beside me; a
just
God
and
a
Saviour; there
is
none
beside
me.
Isaiah 46:4—And even to your old age I am he; and even to [white] hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even
I
will
carry, and
will
deliver
you [from all sickness].
Isaiah 52:14-15—As many were astonied at thee; his
visage
was
so
marred
more
than
any
man, and his form more than the sons of men: So shall he startle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider. (Jesus
suffering
the
curse
in
Hades)
Isaiah 53:4—Surely
he [Jesus Christ] hath
borne
our
griefs [sicknesses], and carried
our
sorrows [pains] . . .
Isaiah 53:5—the chastisement of our peace [sheeloom—our health] was upon him; and with
his
stripes
we
are
healed.
Isaiah 53:10—It pleased the
LORD to bruise him; he hath
put
him
to
grief [crushed
Christ
with
sickness]: when [at the same time] thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin . . .
Isaiah 58:8—[Upon obedience] shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine
health
shall
spring
forth
speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy rereward [protection from the rear].
Isaiah 61:1-2—Spirit of the Lord is upon me; because [He] hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; to bind
up
the
brokenhearted, proclaim liberty
to
the
captives, opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort
all
that
mourn . . . (See Luke 4:18-19.)
Jeremiah 8:22—Is there no balm [or medicine] in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered? (Taunt
against
medicine)
Jeremiah 17:5—Cursed
be
the
man
that
trusteth
in
man [for health], and maketh flesh [physicians] his arm [or strength], and whose
heart
departeth
from
the
LORD [as King Asa did].
Jeremiah 17:14—Heal
me, O
LORD, and
I
shall
be
healed; save me, and I shall be saved. (Same
author, same
chapter)
Jeremiah 32:27—I am the LORD, the God
of
all
flesh: is
any
thing
too
hard
for
me? (God
can
heal
any
physical
infirmity!)
Ezekiel 16:6—When I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I
said
unto
thee
when
thou
wast
in
thy
blood, Live . . . (Used
by
believers
to
stop
profuse
bleeding)
Ezekiel 34:4-5—diseased [sheep] have
ye
not
strengthened, neither
have
ye
healed
that
which
was
sick, neither
have
ye
bound
up
that
which
was
broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither
have
ye
sought
that
which
was
lost . . . they were scattered, because there is no shepherd . . . (Referred to in Matthew 9:35-10:1.)
Ezekiel 34:16—I
will
seek
that
which
was
lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and [I] will bind
up
that
which
was
broken, and will strengthen
that
which
was
sick . . .
Hosea 6:1—let us return to the LORD: for he
hath
torn, and
he
will
heal
us; he
hath
smitten, and
he
will
bind
us
up.
Hosea 11:3—I taught Ephraim also [how] to go, taking them by their arms; but they
knew
not
that
I
healed
them.
Hosea 13:4—I am thy God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but me: there
is
no
saviour
beside
me.
Micah 6:13—Therefore also will I
make
thee
sick
in
smiting
thee, in making thee desolate because
of
thy
sins.
Zechariah 13:7—Awake, [you] sword, against my shepherd, saith the LORD: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered . . . (God
smiting
Christ
on
the
cross
healed
us.)
Malachi 3:6—For I am the LORD, I
change
not; therefore
ye sons of Jacob are
not
consumed. (God
is
the
same
today!)
Malachi 4:2—But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness [Christ] arise with healing
in
his
wings . . .
Matthew 4:23-24—Jesus . . . teaching . . . preaching . . . healing
all
manner
of
sickness
and
all
manner
of
disease
among
the
people . . . they brought [un]to him all sick
people . . . taken with diverse
diseases and torments . . . possessed
with
devils . . . and lunatic . . . and had the palsy; and he
healed them.
Matthew 7:11—If ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good
things [health] to them that ask him?
Matthew 8:3—Jesus put forth his hand, and touched [the leper] saying, I
will; be
thou
clean . . . immediately his
leprosy was
cleansed [He was healed.]. (Also see Luke 17:12-15.)
Matthew 8:8—The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof . . . speak
the
word
only, and my
servant
shall
be
healed.
Matthew 8:17—That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself
took
our
infirmities, and bare
our
sicknesses. (This refers to Isaiah 53:4-5.)
Matthew 9:5—whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say [to a crippled man], Arise, and
walk?
Matthew 9:20-22—woman . . . diseased with an issue
of
blood twelve years . . . touched the hem of [Jesus’] garment: For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be
whole [or saved] . . . [The Savior] said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made
thee
whole [saved you]. And the woman was made
whole [saved] from that hour.
Matthew 9:29—He touched their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you. (And
their
eyes
were
healed!)
Matthew 10:1—He called unto him his twelve disciples and gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal
all
manner
of
sickness
and
all
manner
of
disease.
Matthew 10:8—Heal
the
sick, cleanse
lepers, raise
the
dead, cast
out
devils: freely ye have received, freely give.
Matthew 13:15—This people’s heart [has come to be] gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I
should
heal [every part of ]them.
Matthew 13:58—And he did not many mighty
works [which would include healing] there because
of
their
unbelief.
Matthew 14:35-36—they . . . brought unto him [the Savior] all that were diseased; And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many as touched [it] were made
perfectly
whole [diasoozoo—thoroughly
saved].
Matthew 15:26—[Jesus] said, It is not meet [proper] to take the children’s
bread [healing], and to cast it to dogs.
Matthew 15:30-31—Multitudes came unto him, having with them [sick ones who] were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many
others, and cast them [all] down at Jesus’ feet; and he
healed
them: Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb
to
speak, the maimed
to
be
whole, the lame
to
walk, and the blind
to
see [with no exceptions] . . .
Matthew 18:11—The Son of man is come to save
that
which
was
lost. (Every
part
of
us
was
lost—spirit, soul
and
body.)
Matthew 28:19-20—Go ye and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them
to
observe
all
things
whatsoever
I
have
commanded
you [including healing
the
sick]: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the
end
of
the
world [age].
Mark 1:34—[The Lord] healed
many
that
were
sick
of
divers [different kinds of] diseases, and cast
out
many
devils . . .
Mark 5:23—My daughter lieth at the point of death: come and lay hands on her, that she may be healed [saved] . . .
Mark 5:25-29—A certain woman had
an
issue
of
blood [for] twelve years . . . had suffered
many
things
of
many
physicians . . . had spent
all
that
she
had, and was
nothing
bettered, but rather grew
worse . . . she heard of Jesus, she . . . touched his garment . . . she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I
shall
be
whole [saved] . . . the fountain
of
her
blood
was
dried
up; and she felt
in
her
body
that
she
was
healed
of
that
plague.
Mark 5:34—[Jesus] said [to the same woman] thy faith hath made
thee
whole [saved
you] . . . be
whole
of
thy
plague.
Mark 6:5-6—He
could
there
do
no
mighty
work, [except] that he
laid
his
hands
on
a
few
sick
folk, and
healed
them. And he
marvelled
because
of
their
unbelief [as He must today!].
Mark 6:56—they laid
the
sick
in
the
streets, and besought him that they might touch . . . the border of his garment: and as many as touched him were made
whole [saved].
Mark 7:27—Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children’s
bread [healing], and to cast it unto the dogs. (Same
incidents
reported
by
different
gospel
writers)
Mark 9:23—Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all
things
are
possible [including healing] to him that believeth.
Mark 10:52—Jesus said to him . . . thy faith hath made
thee
whole [saved
you]. And immediately he
received
his
sight . . .
Mark 16:17-18—these signs shall follow them that believe; In
my
name shall they cast
out
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing [poison], it shall not hurt them; they
shall
lay
hands
on
the
sick, and
they [the sick] shall
recover.
Luke 4:18-19—The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor . . . heal
the
brokenhearted [as well as the broken-bodied], to preach deliverance
to [the devil’s] captives, and recovering
of
sight
to
the
blind, to set
at
liberty
them
that
are
bruised . . . to preach the acceptable year of the Lord [fulfilling Isaiah 61:1-2].
Luke 5:13—[The Lord] touched [the leper], saying, I will: be thou clean. And immediately
the
leprosy
departed
from
him.
Luke 7:2-3—A centurion’s servant was sick, ready
to
die. When he heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, beseeching him to come heal [thoroughly
save] his servant.
Luke 8:36—They which saw it told them by what means he that was possessed
of
the
devils
was
healed [saved].
Luke 8:50—Jesus . . . answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made
whole [be saved].
Luke 13:16—And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom
Satan
hath
bound these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond [infirmity] on the sabbath day?
Luke 17:17-19—Were there not ten cleansed? where are the nine? There are not found [any] that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. And he said unto him . . . thy faith hath made
thee
whole [saved
you].
Luke 18:41-43—Jesus said, receive
thy
sight: thy faith hath saved
thee . . . immediately he
received
his
sight and glorified God: and the people gave praise unto God [for it].
Luke 19:10—The Son of man is come to seek and to save
that
which
was
lost. (Man
was
lost
in
spirit, soul
and
body!)
Luke 22:50-51—one . . . smote the servant of the high priest, and cut
off
his
right
ear. Jesus . . . touched
his
ear, and healed him. (Did
He
put
that
ear
back
on, or
give
him
a
new
one?)







John 3:14—And [just] as Moses lifted up the serpent
in
the
wilderness, even so must the
Son
of
man
be
lifted
up . . .
John 5:14—Jesus . . . said unto him, Behold, thou art made
whole: sin no more, lest a worse
thing come unto thee.
John 10:10—The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I
am
come
that
they
might
have
life . . .
John 11:4—Jesus . . . said, This [Lazarus’] sickness
is
not
unto
death, but
for
the
glory
of
God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. (By
his
healing, not
by
the
sickness)
John 11:12—Then said his disciples, Lord, if he [Lazarus] sleep, he shall do
well [literally, be
saved].
John 12:40—[Satan] hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I [God] should
heal
them. (Satan
perpetrates
sickness; God
heals!)
John 14:12—He that believeth on me, the works [of healing] that I do shall he do . . . and greater works than these shall he do; because I go to my Father [to send the Holy Spirit].
John 19:36—For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A
bone
of
him
shall
not
be
broken.
John 21:25—many other [miracles] Jesus did . . . if they were all written . . . the world itself could not contain the books . . .
Acts 1:1—The former treatise have I made of all that Jesus
began both to
do
and
teach [things believers must finish].
Acts 2:43—many [healing] wonders
and
signs were done by the apostles [and by Stephen and Philip—Acts 6:8, 8:5-7].
Acts 3:6—Peter said [to the lame
man], Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise
up
and
walk.
Acts 3:7-8—[Peter] took [the man born lame] by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately
his
feet
and
ankle
bones
received
strength. And he [the lame man] leaping
up
stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.
Acts 3:12—Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made
this
man
to
walk?
Acts 3:16—[Jesus’] name through faith in his name hath made
this
man
strong [in his body] . . . the faith which is by [Jesus] hath given him this perfect [physical] soundness . . .
Acts 4:9—If we this day be examined of the good
deed done unto the impotent [handicapped] man, by what means he is made
whole [saved in body] . . . (Healing
is
counted
salvation.)
Acts 4:10—By the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole [in body].
Acts 4:12—Neither is there salvation [for man’s body] in any other: for there is no other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved [healed in body].
Acts 4:14—beholding the man which was healed standing with them, they could [honestly] say nothing against it.
Acts 4:22—For the man was above forty years old, on whom this miracle
of
healing [bodily
salvation] was showed.
Acts 4:30—By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs
and
wonders may be done by the name of . . . Jesus.
Acts 4:33—And with great
power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus [through healings] . . .
Acts 5:15—they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that . . . the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow [and heal] some of them.
Acts 5:16—bringing sick
folks, and them which were vexed
with
unclean
spirits: and they
were
healed
every
one.
Acts 8:6-7—Unclean
spirits . . . came out of many [people] that were possessed with them . . . many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were
healed [under Phillip’s ministry].
Acts 9:12—[The young Saul of Tarsus had] seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting
his
hand
on
him, that he might receive
his [physical eye-]sight.
Acts 9:17-18—And Ananias . . . entered into the house; and putting
his
hands
on
him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive
thy
sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he
received
sight . . .
Acts 9:34-35—Aeneas, Jesus maketh
thee
whole: arise, and make thy bed. And he
arose immediately. And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned
to
the
Lord.
Acts 9:40—Peter . . . kneeled down . . . prayed; and turning
him
to
the
body
said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she
sat
up. (Notice
next
passage.)
Acts 9:42—And [because of it] many believed in the Lord.
Acts 10:38—God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good . . . healing
all
that
were
oppressed
of
the
devil . . . (Healing
is
good!)
Acts 14:9-10—The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he [the lame man] had faith to be healed [physically saved], Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he
leaped
and
walked.
Acts 14:19-20—And there came thither Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people, and [they], having stoned Paul [dragged] him out of the city, supposing he had been dead. Howbeit, as the disciples stood around him, he
rose
up [alive and well], and came into the city . . .
Acts 19:11-12—God wrought special
miracles by the hands of Paul: So that from
his
body
were
brought
unto
the
sick
handkerchiefs
or
aprons, and their
diseases
departed from them, and the evil
spirits
went
out of them.
Acts 20:20—I [Paul] kept
back
nothing
that
was
profitable
to
you [Healing is profitable.], but have showed you, and have taught you publicly, and from house to house . . .
Acts 20:26-27—I am pure from the blood of all men. For I [Paul] have
not
shunned
to
declare
to
you
all [of] the
counsel
of
God [including His ability and desire to heal the sick].
Acts 27:34—this [food] is for your health [bodily salvation]: for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you.
Acts 28:3—when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a
viper [poisonous
snake] out of the heat and fastened
on
his
hand [to kill him].
Acts 28:5—[Paul] shook off the beast [a snake] into the fire, and felt
no
harm [evil—sickness].
Acts 28:8-9—The father of Publius lay sick
of
a
fever and of a bloody
flux: Paul . . . prayed and laid
his
hands
on
him, and healed
him . . . when this [happened], others also, which had diseases in the island, came, and were
healed . . .
Romans 1:16—I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation [healing] to every one that believeth . . . (Salvation
always
includes
bodily
healing.)
Romans 3:3—what if some did not believe [in healing]? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? (No!)
Romans 3:4—Let
God [always] be
true, but
every
man
a
liar.
Romans 4:19—not weak in faith, [Abraham] considered
NOT
his
body
now
dead, when he was about a hundred years old, neither yet the
deadness
of
Sarah’s
womb . . .
Romans 4:21—[Abraham] being fully persuaded that what [miracle] God had promised, he was able also to perform.
Romans 5:12—By one man sin entered into the world, and death [Sickness is a mere degree of death.] by sin; so death [sickness] passed upon all men, for that all have sinned . . .
Romans 8:2—For the law
of
the
Spirit
of
life
in
Christ Jesus hath made
me
free
from the law of sin and death [sickness].
Romans 8:11—If the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised Christ from the dead shall also [make life for] your mortal bodies by his Spirit . . .
Romans 8:26—the Spirit also helpeth [helps us against] our infirmities [illnesses]: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us [against illness] with groanings which cannot be uttered.
Romans 8:32—He that spared not his own Son, but [freely] delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely
give
us all things [He purchased, including healing]?
Romans 10:9—If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved [healed].
Romans 10:10—with [your] mouth confession is made unto salvation [bodily
healing—which is included in salvation].
Romans 10:13—For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved [healed].
Romans 12:1—I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your
bodies
a
living [not sickly or dead] sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto
God . . . (See Ephesians 5:27.)
Romans 12:21—Be not overcome of evil [sickness], but overcome evil [sickness] with good.
Romans 15:19—Through mighty signs
and
wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God . . . from Jerusalem . . . round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.
1 Corinthians 1:7-8—ye come behind in no gift [the
gifts
of
healings
included]; waiting for the coming of our Lord.
1 Corinthians 5:5—deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction
of
the
flesh . . . (Necessarily
including
sickness)
1 Corinthians 6:15—Know ye not that your
bodies
are
the
members
of
Christ? shall I take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.
1 Corinthians 6:20—ye are bought with a price . . . glorify
God
in
your
body . . . (Healing
glorifies
God; sickness
does
not!)
1 Corinthians 11:29-30—He that eateth and drinketh [the bread and wine] unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not
discerning
the
Lord’s [broken] body. For
this
cause
many
are
weak
and
sickly
among
you [believers] . . .
1 Corinthians 12:1—Concerning spiritual
gifts [which would include gifts
of
healings], I would not have you ignorant.
1 Corinthians 12:9-10—To another the gifts
of
healings by the same Spirit; To another the working
of
miracles . . .
1 Corinthians 12:28—Deity hath set [ordained] some in the church [throughout this age] . . . miracles . . . gifts
of
healings . . .
2 Corinthians 1:20—For all
of
the
promises
of
God [healing included] in him [Jesus] are yea [yes], and in him Amen . . .
2 Corinthians 2:11—Lest Satan get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices [lies about sickness].
2 Corinthians 4:10-11—Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that
the
life
also
of
Jesus
might
be
made
manifest
in
our
body . . . that the life
of
Jesus
might
be
made
manifest
in
our
mortal
flesh [this side of heaven].
2 Corinthians 6:2—( . . . I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succored thee . . . now is the accepted time; now is the day of salvation [healing].)
2 Corinthians 12:7—lest I should be exalted above measure through the revelations, there was given unto me a
thorn
in
the
flesh, the
messenger
of
Satan [not God] to buffet me . . .
2 Corinthians 12:8-9—I besought the Lord thrice, that [the thorn] might depart from me. AND he said to me, My
grace
is
sufficient
for
thee . . . my strength is made perfect in [your] weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that
the
power
of
Christ
may
rest
upon
me . . .
Galatians 3:5—He . . . that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh
miracles [of healing] among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?
Galatians 3:13—Christ hath redeemed us from the curse
of
the
law [sickness], being made a curse for us . . . it is written, Cursed
is
every
one
that
hangeth
on
a
tree . . . (See Deut. 21:23.)
Galatians 3:14—That the blessing
of
Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Christ. (See Deuteronomy 28:1-14.)
Galatians 3:15—Though it be but a man’s covenant, if it be confirmed, [then] no
man
disannulleth, or
addeth
thereto.
Galatians 3:29—If ye be Christ’s [own property], then are ye Abraham’s
seed, and heirs
according
to [all in] the
promise.
Galatians 4:13—Through infirmity [not disease] of
the
flesh I preached the gospel unto you at
the
first [not all of his life].
Galatians 4:14—And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected . . . (Also see James 1:13.)
Ephesians 4:27—Neither
give
place
to
the
devil [meaning do not give place to sickness, which is caused by Satan].
Ephesians 5:23—Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour
of
the [actual physical] body. (And, according
to
Acts
4:12, there
is
no
other
Savior
of
the
body!)
Ephesians 5:26-27—He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not
having
spot, or
wrinkle, or
any
such
thing [in spirit, soul or
body]; but that it should be holy [the same as in Romans 12:1] and
without
blemish.
Ephesians 5:29-30—No man ever yet hated his
own
flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth
it, even
as
the
Lord [does] the
church. For we
are
members
of
his
body, of
his
flesh . . .
Philippians 2:30—for the work of Christ he
was
nigh
unto
death, not
regarding
his
life, to supply your lack of service . . .
Philippians 3:21—[The Savior] shall
change
our
vile [mortal] body, that it may be fashioned
like
unto
his
glorious
body . . .
Colossians 1:12—Father [qualified us] to be partakers
of
the
inheritance [including healing] of the saints in light.
Colossians 2:9-10—In [Christ] dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye
are
complete [full, whole] in
him . . .
1 Timothy 2:4—Who will have all men to be saved [healed], and to come
to
the
knowledge
of
the
truth [about healing].
1 Timothy 2:15—She [the pregnant Christian woman] shall be [bodily] saved
in
childbearing, if they continue in faith . . .
1 Timothy 4:8—bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having
promise
of
the
life
that
now
is [in our physical body], and of that which is to come.
1 Timothy 5:23—Drink no longer water [only], but use a little wine for
thy
stomach’s
sake and thine
often
infirmities.
2 Timothy 3:5—Having a form of godliness, but denying
the
power [of divine healing] thereof: from
such
turn
away.
Hebrews 2:4—God bearing witness with signs
and
wonders, and with miracles [of healings], and gifts
of
the
Holy
Ghost, according to his own will [which has never changed].
Hebrews 4:12—the word
of
God is [living], and [energetic] . . . sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing to
the
dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of
the
joints
and
marrow . . .
Hebrews 7:25—He is able to save [spirits, souls and
bodies of] them to
the
uttermost that come to God by him . . .
Hebrews 13:8—Christ . . . same yesterday, today and forever.
James 1:2-4—[Consider] it all joy when ye fall into different temptations . . . let patience have her perfect work, [so] that ye may be perfect and entire [whole
in
body], lacking
nothing.
James 1:13—Let no man say when . . . tempted, I am tempted of God . . . God cannot be tempted with evil [sickness], neither tempteth he any man [with any evil such as sickness] . . .
James 1:17—Every good
gift and every perfect gift [healing] is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with
whom
is
no
variableness, neither
shadow
of
turning.
James 5:14-15—Is any
sick
among
you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let
them
pray
over
him, anointing
him
with
oil
in
the
name
of
the
Lord: And the
prayer
of
faith
shall
save
the
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.
James 5:16—Confess your faults one to another, and pray
one
for
another, that
ye
may
be
healed [in body].
1 Peter 2:24—[Jesus Christ] bare our sins in his own body on the [cross], that we being dead to sins should live unto righteousness: by
whose
stripes
ye
were
healed [in body].
1 Peter 4:10-11—As every man hath received the gift, even so minister
the
same
one
to
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if
any
man
minister [the healing
gifts], let
him
do
it
as
of
the
ability
which
God
giveth: that God in all things may be glorified [by
miracles] through Jesus Christ . . .
1 Peter 5:8—Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, walketh about, seeking
whom
he
may
devour . . .
2 Peter 1:3—His divine power hath given unto us all
things
that
pertain
unto
life [health in body] and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to glory and virtue . . .
1 John 2:6—He that saith he abideth in him ought
himself
also
so
to
walk, even
as
he [Jesus] walked [doing
miracles].
1 John 3:22—whatsoever
we
ask [including bodily healing], we
receive
of [God], because we keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.
1 John 4:17—as [Jesus] is, so
are
we
in
this
world [healed].
1 John 5:9—If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: (God
says
we
are
healed
despite
symptoms.)
1 John 5:10—He
that
believeth
not
God
hath
made
him [out to be] a
liar; because he believeth not the record God gave of his Son [that He purchased our healing on the cross].
3 John 1:2—[Through John, God expressed His wish] above all things that thou mayest prosper and be
in
health, even as
thy
soul
prospereth. (Our
healing
is
definitely
God’s
will!)
Jude 1:3—when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common
salvation, it was needful for me to . . . exhort you that ye should earnestly
contend
for [scriptural] faith [in
healing] which
was
once
delivered
unto
the
saints.
Revelation 22:2—In the midst of the street . . . and on either side of the [heavenly] river, was the
tree
of
life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the
leaves
of
the
tree
were
for
the
healing
of
the
nations [of
natural
people living on the new earth].
Revelation 22:3—[In the new heaven and earth] there
shall
be
no
more
curse [of sickness or disease] . . .
 
This is not an exhaustive list of Scriptures having to do with healing! As I mentioned earlier, even though the words sickness and healing do not appear within some Scripture, it does not mean that particular passage has nothing to do with the subject. We discovered that the word salvation has within it the idea of deliverance of one’s flesh as well as his or her spirit from any kind of danger or detriment. So, there are many other passages in the Bible that pertain to healing of the body that I have not listed here. As you approach the Scriptures with an open mind concerning these things, the Holy Spirit will fill your heart and mind with that truth. The Bible will become a whole new book to you. May Deity bless you in your biblical pilgrimage!







FINAL
COMMENTS 
These two hundred plus pages of powerful biblical proof that Jesus
Christ
in
His
sacrifice
on
the
cross
saved (healed) our
bodies as well as our spirits and souls means that the burden of proof against supernatural healing now lies upon the backs of the opposition! It is they who must dig deep to present scriptural
proof to the contrary; if indeed any exists. I counted well over seven hundred (700) Scripture passages within this work that deal either directly or indirectly with the sickness and healing subject, so I doubt those doubters will be able to scrounge any evidence that could offset such obvious biblical realities!
Consequently, a concern that might bother some people is that if Christians began trusting God for their healing the doctors, surgeons, chiropractors, dentists and pharmacists might lose much of their business. Such a revolution within so many people’s lives would be sure to wreak havoc on the world’s economy. I really do not think such will be the case. Do not be concerned just yet for the white-robed physicians and pharmacists; for two reasons: One, most people in this world will remain oblivious to these biblical truths; unless, of course, the majority of Christians begin to take the divine way themselves, and then start preaching that good news to the people around them. Such within itself would truly be a miracle of miracles! That is the second reason I say no one should be concerned about the future of medical science.
Everyone does just what he or she wants to do. Mankind has been that way since the fall. Even most believers think that Christianity is like a buffet line in a cafeteria. They just pick and choose their favorite doctrinal dish and ignore the rest. They evidently think their Christianity has not only set them free from Satan’s lordship, but also from any of God’s directives they wish not to acknowledge. In so many church circles, keeping
man’s
rules
is
all-important, while heaven’s
commandments
go
virtually
unheeded! The great majority of Christians today invent their own concepts about what God expects of them. Only those Scriptures which seem to agree with what they already cherish are worth emphasizing. All others are debatable! They obviously think certain passages are more inspired than others. Therefore, you must decide for yourself whether to even study this volume, let alone to heed its inescapable realities.
 
In my final words in this book on sickness and healing, I want to make it clear that my aim is not to disparage people in either the medical
profession or any other health-oriented
organization. I remember times when I opted for pain-killers and medical aid. But, that does not change God’s Word one iota. My concern is not with the world, but with the church! God never added to the lost world supernatural health. It is only to those who belong to Christ that healing belongs!
Furthermore, some readers may feel
condemned because they take medicine for their ailments. That is one of Satan’s oldest tricks. Adam and Eve were the first examples of such tragedy. Knowing they had offended God, they attempted to avoid confrontation rather than face reality. While I do not condone consuming medicine, neither do I condemn people who do. I do encourage people to get honest with the Healer and His Word. I urge you to read this book again and again until you plant its message down inside you. In conjunction with this work you will need to follow up all of the Scripture references, so you will know it is God saying all these things and not just this author. Realize also that much more could be said on this subject than what I have written.
Remember, Deity does not want His people to be without a health plan. Thus, it is not refusing to take medicine that assures our health. Staying away from pill bottles has never healed anyone. What must we do, then? Learn to cooperate with God’s perfect
health
system. It is the only truly effective way to gain and maintain perfect physical health!
It is totally up to you what you do with this information. Nobody else either can or should make such a decision for you. Nevertheless, you must realize that your decision to go with heaven’s health system is only the beginning. So many health-heresies have so thoroughly saturated the church for so long, you will literally have to drill this biblical truth into the depths of your being in order to flush out those heresies and take in the truth; which the Savior promised will make you free (John 8:31-32). Make no quick decisions! Your first step from here should be to read this book again. Then just follow the Holy Spirit’s directions. Upon succeeding, inform your family and friends of your thrilling discovery. You may also consider recommending this book to others.
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