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  Introduction


  The promises of the Word of God, when believed and acted upon, are effective for people of all ages. If you are a parent, you can believe and speak the promises in this minibook over your children, regardless of their ages. If you are a grandparent, you can believe and speak these promises over your grandchildren. If you are single, you can pray these promises over the children you know. Or whether you are single or married, you can pray these promises over your own life.


  Second Corinthians 1:20 says, "For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us." I pray that the promises contained in this minibook will activate your faith to believe for God's best in your children and in the lives of others for whom you are praying. I also pray that the Word confessions contained in this minibook will serve as a pattern for activating your faith in other promises from God's Word.


  Billy Joe Daugherty
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  The Spirit of Faith


  For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world— our faith.


  Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?


  1 John 5:4,5


  When you are born again, you are given a measure of faith (see Romans 12:3). You are given all of God's promises. Your faith in those promises and in God Himself is the victory that overcomes the world.


  What is it that tries to come against children, family members, and loved ones? It's the world, the flesh, and the devil. Victory has been given to us in Christ, and the victory that we walk out is our faith in what God has done and in the promises that He has given to us.


  Second Corinthians 4:13 describes the spirit of faith: ’"I believed and therefore I spoke,’ we also believe and therefore speak."


  So when we talk about faith, we are talking about believing God and speaking His Word. We know faith without works is dead, so faith has action. The core of faith is God's Word—that we hear it, believe it, speak it, and act upon it.
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  Scriptural Promises from Isaiah


  The book of Isaiah contains several key scriptural promises to believe for your children. Here are a few of them:


  "For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, and floods on the dry ground; I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, and My blessing on your offspring."


  Isaiah 44:3


  Isaiah is talking about the outpouring of the Spirit of God upon your children. Different words are used for "children": offspring, seed, descendants, or posterity.


  Begin to declare with your mouth: The Spirit of God is being poured out on my children. God is pouring His blessing and His goodness upon my offspring.


  Now, the devil wants you to talk about what is happening in the natural. He wants you to declare what you see, what people have said, or what you feel. If he can get you to agree with the circumstances, then the promises are not going to be effective in your life or in the lives of your children.


  This is what happened to the children of Israel. God brought them to the edge of the promised land, told them He would give it to them, and said He would send His angel in ahead of them to drive out the inhabitants. Instead of believing what God said, they sent in twelve spies, ten of whom came back with a bad report. The ten believed the circumstances. They agreed that there were walled cities and giants in the land.


  The Israelites began to murmur and complain. They were frightened. They accepted the circumstances instead of the promise and they said it with their mouth:


  "If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this wilderness! Why has the Lord brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our wives and children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?"


  Numbers 14:2,3


  Basically God said, "You've got it!"


  "Say to them, ’As I live,’ says the Lord, ’just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will do to you:


  "’The carcasses of you who have complained against Me shall fall in this wilderness, all of you who were numbered, according to your entire number, from twenty years old and above.


  "’Except for Caleb...and Joshua... you shall by no means enter the land which I swore I would make you dwell in.


  "’But your little ones, whom you said would be victims, I will bring in, and they shall know the land which you have despised.


  ’"But as for you, your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness.’ "


  Numbers 14:28-32


  You must mix faith with the Word of God. Hebrews 4:2 brings this out:


  "For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it."


  Hebrews 4:12 goes on and talks about the Word of God:


  "For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart."


  Make this confession aloud: I am mixing faith with the sword of God's Word. God is pouring His Spirit out upon my descendants and His blessings upon my offspring.


  Isaiah 49:25


  "But thus says the Lord: ’Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible be delivered; for I will contend with him who contends with you, and I will save your children.’"


  God is saying, "I will remove your children out of the hand of the enemy, and I will fight against anyone who contends with you."


  God told the children of Israel, "But against none of the children of Israel shall a dog move its tongue, against man or beast, that you may know that the Lord does make a difference between the Egyptians and Israel" (Exodus 11:7).


  Make this confession aloud: God is for me. He will contend with those who contend with me, and He will save my children.


  "All your children shall be taught by the Lord, and great shall be the peace of your children."


  Isaiah 54:13


  Declare it: My children are taught of the


  Lord. Great peace is upon my children. Then, lay hands on yourself and decree: Peace is on this child of God.


  The anointing can be released upon your own life as well as upon the lives of your children.


  "In righteousness you shall be established; you shall be far from oppression, for you shall not fear; and from terror, for it shall not come near you."


  Isaiah 54:14


  That's a picture for you and for your children. Begin to declare: My children and I are established in righteousness. We are far from oppression. We shall not fear. We are far from terror; it will not come near us.


  "’No weapon formed against you [or against your children] shall prosper, and every tongue which rises against you in judgment you shall condemn.


  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is from Me,’ says the Lord."


  Isaiah 54:17


  A young man named Jose Miranda made the statement, "Don't let your sword get cold!" For some people, it has been a long time since they have had the sword of the Word in their mouth. It's like it has gotten cold. You need to keep the Word hot on your lips: No weapon formed against me or my family will prosper.


  Make these confessions daily. Every time you think of it, stand upon the promises of God's Word. If you start to have thoughts of anxiety, confess the promises of God's Word. Replace worry and fear with God's Word. Take control of your thoughts with God's Word on your lips.
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  Deliverance


  Proverbs 11:21 KJV says, "The seed of the righteous shall be delivered." Make it your declaration: My seed will be delivered. When someone asks, "How are your children doing?" you can respond with the promises of God's Word: They are blessed!


  It may be a fact in the natural that your children are facing some difficulties, but the truth of the Word is, The seed of the righteous will be delivered. Because of God's blessing that is upon you as a parent, that blessing is transferred into your children as you stand in faith for them.


  As a parent, you have authority in your household. Just like we as parents have jurisdiction from an oversight standpoint, other families can't come in and rip your children out of your home because you have legal custody over them by birthright. By birthright spiritually, you have dominion to keep Satan off of your children. We have to believe and speak God's Word to enforce Satan's defeat. God's promises are given to us to reveal what God's will is for our lives and for our children's lives.


  One of the things that astounded me in the revelation of confessing God's Word over children happened when I was a youth director. I had just graduated from Oral Roberts University and I began working as the youth director at Sheridan Christian Center.


  Rhema Bible Training Center started in this church. A family moved from Florida to attend Rhema. Two of their children came with them, and two remained in Florida—a daughter who was involved in a sorority and the whole wild lifestyle of a secular college; and the oldest son, about nineteen years old, who lived on the beaches, and his lifestyle consisted of wine, women, and song.


  When Greg ran out of money, he called his parents and asked if he could come and live with them in Tulsa. They said, "You can't bring that lifestyle into our home. You can come, but you will have to go to church and to youth group."


  Greg came to Tulsa. Usually he would come to youth group high from smoking or drinking something. He wasn't necessarily doing it in his parents' home, but he was doing it outside. We had several run-ins because he was hard to control. He was older than all of the other kids and he was belligerent about everything. He didn't want to be involved in prayer or worship, but he had to be there because if he didn't, he couldn't eat mama's cooking. He got tired of the sand fleas in Florida!


  Whenever I would see his mother, she would say, "Isn't God moving in Greg? Isn't God just doing wonderful things in pouring His Spirit out upon Greg?" I always wanted to ask her, "Marge, have you smelled Greg's breath lately?" She was in another zone! Back then we called it "weird." She had gotten hold of standing on the Word of God, and she refused to be moved by what she saw, what she smelled, or what she felt. She kept speaking the promises of God's Word over Greg.


  One night we had an afterglow party at our house after Sunday night church service. We invited all the teenagers. There are two ways to get guys to come to anything, and that's food and girls. We had food and the girls came and so did Greg.


  Greg got a plate full of food, and he was sitting near the door so if something got real hot spiritually, he could head out.


  A young man right beside Greg asked us to pray with him about something. Before Greg could move (the chairs were so tight together), we all descended on this guy and began to pray. The Lord said to me, "Put your hand on Greg's knee." The moment I touched him, it was like fire shot through him. He put his plate down, lifted his hands, and began weeping. He got saved, filled with the Holy Spirit, and called into the ministry that night.


  Greg went to Bible school and became a minister. Why? Because his mother and father wouldn't give up on the promises of God's Word. And his sister came to Tulsa, got saved, and married a minister. Faith works!


  Confess out loud: The Word works and I am working the Word!
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  Discipline


  "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it."


  Proverbs 22:6


  There is a difference between teaching and training. In the military they don't call it "basic teaching." They call it "basic training." What's the difference? In teaching you just tell someone something, but in training you make them do it and you correct them if they don't do it right. As parents, you must teach and train your children.


  I have heard many parents say, "I taught them the right thing to do." There is a huge gap between "taught" and "trained." That's where many people have missed it. You have to train children in the way they should go.


  In training a child, you might say, "This is what I wanted you to do. You didn't do it, so let's adjust it." Or, "What did you not do right in this situation?" Let them tell you. Then ask, "What do we need to do to correct it?" "Okay, let's try it again. Let's give it another few days.


  Let's adjust." As you monitor their progress, you applaud each step of improvement.


  Proverbs 22:15 says, "Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; the rod of correction will drive it far from him." Sharon and I used a wooden spoon as the rod of correction when our children were small. Later, we used a wooden paddle. We were never cruel. I am not talking about disciplining your children in anger.


  We prayed before we disciplined our children. Then, we would say, "We are going to discipline you. There is foolishness in your heart, and when we apply the rod, the foolishness will jump right out of your heart!"


  Proverbs 23:13,14 TEV says:


  "Don’t hesitate to discipline children. A good spanking won’t kill them. As a matter of fact, it may save their lives."


  You need to stand upon the Word: My children are not going to hell. You need to make that decision in your own life as well.


  Proverbs 29:15 says, "The rod and rebuke give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings shame to his mother." Many people in this day and hour do not want to discipline. They don't want to pay the price that it takes to administer the rod of correction.


  This verse says, "The rod and rebuke." In some versions it says "reproof." This is where people miss it. Sometimes they just reprove, but they don't give the rod. Other people will give the rod, but there is no reproof. A "reproof is when you have told someone to do something and they didn't do it. You go back and you show them the error. You explain to them, "This is where there was an alteration. This is where there was a change."


  Various actions require one time on the bottom; sometimes it requires two or more based on the consequences related to the offense. So you are teaching children the process of it.


  You are to discipline in such a way that you are not leaving marks on the child. You are not venting your anger. This is not about cruelty. It is about letting your children know there is significant reason not to disobey in the future.


  If you have raised your children, you can pass this teaching on to your children for your grandchildren. But these words still need to be taught. The rod and rebuke or reproof will give wisdom. Our goal is not punishment. We've got to get it straight as parents. The goal is wisdom. It is life transformation.


  If children are not wiser as a result of the discipline, causing them to pray, repent, and alter their course, then the parent has missed the goal of discipline.


  Proverbs 29:17 says, "Correct your son, and he will give you rest; yes, he will give delight to your soul." After discipline is ministered appropriately, then peace comes.


  Psalm 25:13 says, "He himself shall dwell in prosperity, and his descendants shall inherit the earth." Begin to declare: My descendants will inherit the earth. That includes property, possessions, and expansion. Your children are not going to end up on poverty row. They are not going to end up broke, defeated, and discouraged. Your seed will inherit the earth.


  Psalm 37:25 says, "I have been young, and now am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his descendants begging bread."


  Make a declaration of prosperity over your children.


  Too often we have heard parents speak awful things over their children such as: "You are going to grow up and be a good-for-nothing." Or, "You are going to grow up and go to prison." Bind those words and remove them from your lips. Repent if you have ever said them.


  Make a declaration that you will never berate your children.


  Just because a child, a young person, or a son or daughter has done something wrong, don't add your agreement with the devil's lies about their future. It's one thing to say, "You made a wrong decision. There's a course that needs to be changed." But afterwards your declaration should be: My children are blessed. They will not be begging for bread. God is prospering them in every area of their life. They are obedient to God's Word, which is His will.
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  Mighty Children


  Psalm 112:2 says, "His descendants will be mighty on the earth..." This is one of the promises I speak to kids when I see them: You mighty man or, How are you doing, you mighty woman offaith? Many kids don't even understand what you are really saying, but that's okay. One day they will. God didn't give you children to raise up as wimps. God gave you children to raise up as champions for Him. You need to get a vision of it and begin to declare it.


  Maybe your children are thirty, forty, or fifty years old. It is never too late to believe God that they are going to be mighty upon the earth. You may look at your own life and say, I haven't been too mighty in the days gone by, but Lord, I ’m one of Your children, so I am going to be mighty upon the earth. It should be revelation to us that God has a great plan for each of His children.


  Psalm 115:14 says, "May the Lord give you increase more and more, you and your children." God's plan for Abraham was that he would expand. His plan for Isaac was that he would go beyond Abraham. His plan for Jacob, who became Israel, was that he would go beyond both Abraham and Isaac. His plan for the twelve sons of Israel was that they would go beyond Abraham, Isaac, and Israel. It is God's will that you, as His child, multiply and increase.


  Psalm 147:13 says, "He has blessed your children within you." This is speaking about Jerusalem, Zion, the people of God, and that is who we are. He has blessed us and our children.


  Acts 2:17 says, "And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy..." Declare over your children: The Spirit of God is being poured out upon my children every day.


  In my prayer life, I thank God for His promises: Lord, I thank You that Your Spirit is being poured out upon Caleb and Sarah, Adam and Ruthie, John and Paul, and upon all the children in Victory and in Victory Christian School. In the Spirit, these children are our children. We are believing God for them. I pray for all those who are a part of Victory Christian Center and our Bible school students. We pray these blessings come upon the children of our partners and recipients of this ministry wherever they may be.


  What happens when you speak the Word of God and stand upon it? That Word becomes alive and active in the earth in relationship to your faith. It will be unto you according to your faith. God has made that very clear. He puts no limits on faith, and faith should put no limits on God. Turn your faith loose.


  Acts 16:31 is a powerful promise to every believer: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household." It is


  God's promise to you that every one of your children and grandchildren be saved, filled with the Holy Spirit, blessed, increased, prospered, never begging for bread, and mighty upon the earth.
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  Additional Scriptural Promise


  "Thus says the Lord: ’Refrain your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears; for your work shall be rewarded, says the Lord, and they shall come back from the land of the enemy.


  "’There is hope in your future, says the Lord, that your children shall come back to their own border.’"


  Jeremiah 31:16.17


  Make this confession of faith aloud: My children are loosed from the hand of the enemy. They are surrendered fully to the Lord and to His plan for their lives. They are serving Him from a heart of love and obedience.


  "My son, give attention to my words; incline your ear to my sayings.


  "Do not let them depart from your eyes; keep them in the midst of your heart;


  "For they are life to those who find them, and health to all their flesh."


  Proverbs 4:20-22


  Make this confession of faith aloud: My children are attentive to the Word of God and obedient to it. Your Word, Lord, is life and health to them.


  "He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.


  "I will say of the Lord, ’He is my refuge and my fortress; my God, in Him I will trust.’


  "Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the perilous pestilence.


  "He shall cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be your shield and buckler.


  "You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, nor of the arrow that flies by day, nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness, nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday.


  "A thousand may fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right hand; but it shall not come near you.


  "Only with your eyes shall you look, and see the reward of the wicked.


  "Because you have made the Lord, who is my refuge, even the Most High, your dwelling place,


  "No evil shall befall you, nor shall any plague come near your dwelling;


  "For He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways.


  "In their hands they shall bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.


  "You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, the young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot.


  "’Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will nset him on high, because he has known My name.


  "’He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and honor him.


  ’"With long life I will satisfy him, and show him My salvation.’"


  Psalm 91


  Make this confession of faith aloud: Because my children dwell in the secret place of the Most High, they are kept safe under the shadow of the Almighty. The Lord is their place of safety. He is their God and they trust in Him.


  The Lord saves my children from hidden traps and from deadly sickness. He covers them with His feathers, and under His wings they find safety.


  My children are not afraid of terror and they do not fear. Though a thousand may fall at their side and ten thousand may fall near their right hand, no harm will come to them. They know it is the Lord Jesus Christ who keeps them safe.


  The Lord commands His angels to take good care of them. They will crush the works of the evil one with God’s Word in their heart and on their lips.


  Because my children love the Lord and trust in Him, He will save them and keep them safe. He will answer them when they call unto Him, and He will be with them in times of trouble. He will honor my children and give them a long and full life.


  "Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful;


  "But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.


  "He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper."


  Psalm 1:1-3


  Make this confession of faith aloud: My children are blessed because they obey the law of the Lord. They love God’s Word and they delight themselves in it daily. They think about God’s Word day and night.


  My children are like trees planted by streams of water. They bear fruit at the right time, and everything they do prospers!


  "Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him.... "


  Daniel 6:3


  Make this confession of faith aloud: My children are distinguished in the sight of God and man because an excellent spirit resides in each of them.


  "The people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits."


  Daniel 11:32


  Make this confession of faith aloud: Because my children know the Lord, they are strong and they are doing great exploits for His Kingdom.


  "Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go."


  Joshua 1:9


  Make this confession of faith aloud: My children are strong and of good courage. They are not afraid or dismayed, for God is with them wherever they go.


  "Here am I and the children whom the Lord has given me! We are for signs and wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts.... "


  Isaiah 8:18


  Make this confession of faith aloud: My biological and spiritual children are for signs and wonders in the earth. They will pull many people from the world of darkness into the Kingdom of Light.


  "Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you.


  "For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the Lord will arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon you.


  "The Gentiles shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.


  "Lift up your eyes all around, and see: they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be nursed at your side.


  "Then you shall see and become radiant, and your heart shall swell with joy...."


  Isaiah 60:1-5


  Make this confession of faith aloud: It is time to arise and shine and rejoice! Sons and daughters will return to the Lord, and they will be nursed at my side. The light of God’s life and glory will radiate through them, and they will bring others into God’s Kingdom!


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Prayer for Your Children


  Father, I thank You that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is upon each of our children. Our sons and daughters are delivered. The seed of the righteous are blessed, prospered, enriched, fulfilled, satisfied, and increased.


  Lord, we thank You that our children will prophesy according to Acts 2:17. The Word will not depart out of the mouth of our seed or out of the mouth of our seed’s seed. Our children are for signs and wonders. We decree it. All of our children will be taught of the Lord and great will be their peace.


  Lord, we raise the hedge of protection around them, that shield of faith. No weapon formed against our family, our home, our lives will prosper. And Lord, even where children have been taken into the hand of the enemy, You said You would deliver them from the prey of the terrible. You said You would bring them from the north, south, east, and west. Sons and daughters will come and nurse at Your side, so we call them back home. Prodigal sons, prodigal daughters, prodigal grandchildren, come home. We loose you from the hand of the enemy. We say our children are blessed. Everything our hands touch is blessed and we touch our children by faith.


  No darkness will overtake our children. No deception will lay hold of them. No part of the curse can latch onto them. No sin, no sickness, no poverty, no disease, no death can take them. We decree it by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, they are delivered and set free to make a difference for God's Kingdom in the earth. Amen.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Parental Prayer of Commitment


  Father, I want my life to be right—to be on track with You—so I can lead, teach, and train my children in a godly manner.


  I acknowledge Jesus Christ as Your Son, Father, and I thank You for the blood sacrifice Jesus gave at Calvary to redeem me from sin, sickness, poverty, and spiritual death.


  I renounce every work of darkness, and I accept You now, Jesus, as my personal Lord and Savior.


  Fill me with Your Spirit so I can be an effective witness for You, Jesus, first in my home (and among my own children) and then wherever You lead me.


  Thank You for boldness to command my children after You and Your ways so, like Abraham, the father of our faith, my children will keep Your ways and do righteousness and justice (Genesis 18:19).


  Thank You for new life today, Lord, for me and for my family! Amen.


  Signature ________


  Date ________
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