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  "And I will restore or replace for you the years that the locust has eaten.... And you shall eat in plenty and be satisfied and praise the name of the Lord, your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you. And My people shall never be put to shame."


  Joel 2:25,26 AMP
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  God's Plan for You Is Abundant Life


  It is time to drive out the enemies that have tried to destroy your life. In Second Chronicles 20, King Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah faced three enemy armies—the Moabites, the Ammonites, and the people of Mount Seir. They were coming to take the land which God had given to the people of Judah.


  Jehoshaphat set himself to seek the Lord, and when he did, he began to magnify God's greatness and rehearse the victories of what God had done in the past. He remembered the promises that God had made, and he set his eyes upon the Lord and heard from heaven as to what he was to do. At that moment, Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah believed God and began to praise Him. As a result, they won a great victory.


  Each of us has enemies that try to drive us out of our possessions. In John 10:10 Jesus said it's the thief [Satan] who comes to steal, kill, and destroy. Then Jesus said, "I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”


  For believers, the abundant life in Jesus includes a heart that has been transformed and is full of joy, zoe [or the God-kind of] life, peace, and victory; a body that is healthy and strong; a mind that is clear and concise and that is being renewed to become like the mind of Christ; a family that is in harmony and at peace; and finances that are prosperous so you can bless others.


  The work of the enemy is to come with sin, torment, worry, and anxiety to drive you out of a place of peace and harmony. He comes with sickness and disease to try to take the land that Jesus bought for you when He took stripes on His back for your healing. He comes to steal from you financially so that you won't prosper and increase. He comes to create strife and disharmony in the home.


  This is the day for you to rise up, like Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah, and say, "I'm going to drive back my enemies with the power of God."
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  Seven Key Principles for Defeating Your Enemies


  I want to give you seven key principles, or divine truths, that we find in Second Chronicles 20 for defeating your enemies. These principles worked for Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah, and they will work for you because they are unchanging. They are good for all time and eternity because they are God's principles.


  What do you do when you have multiple problems facing you? What do you do when you face a financial lack? A physical illness? Family troubles?


  I asked our sons, John and Paul, to identify some of the enemies that try to come against them. John said, "Homework!" We began to talk about other things that come against them. One is the opinions of people. Another is the words people speak against you. Then, of course, there is peer pressure, wrong attitudes, thoughts of fear, doubt, worry, and anxiety.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Principle #1 Seek the Lord


  When you are facing multiple enemies, set yourself to seek the Lord, just as Jehoshaphat did in Second Chronicles, chapter 20:


  It happened after this that the people of Moab with the people of Ammon, and others with them besides the Ammonites, came to battle against Jehoshaphat.


  Then some came and told Jehoshaphat, saying, "A great multitude is coming against you from beyond the sea, from Syria; and they are in Hazazon Tamar" (which is En Gedi).


  And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.


  So Judah gathered together to ask help from the Lord; and from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the Lord.


  Verses 1-4


  When you combine fasting with prayer in seeking the Lord, it indicates a seriousness to your seeking. Fasting has a powerful impact. The Bible says that fasting humbles us. When we fast we are admitting that we have a need.


  National Crisis Causes Ninevites To Fast


  When the people of Nineveh fasted, prayed, and repented, God did not bring judgment on them. Let's look at this account in Jonah 3:1-10:


  Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying,


  "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message that I tell you."


  So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a three-day journey in extent.


  And Jonah began to enter the city on the first day's walk. Then he cried out and said, "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!"


  So the people of Nineveh believed God, proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them.


  Then word came to the king of Nineveh; and he arose from his throne and laid aside his robe, covered himself with sackcloth and sat in ashes.


  And he caused it to be proclaimed and published throughout Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything; do not let them eat, or drink water.


  But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily to God; yes, let every one turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands.


  Who can tell if God will turn and relent, and turn away from His fierce anger, so that we may not perish?


  Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it.


  Nineveh was spared because the entire city turned to seek God in prayer and fasting.


  Demonic Deliverance Came Through Prayer and Fasting


  In the New Testament a father brought his epileptic son to the disciples for deliverance. The disciples could do nothing for the son so the father sought Jesus for help. This account is found in Matthew 17:


  And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was cured from that very hour.


  Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast it out?"


  So Jesus said to them, "Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.


  "However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting."


  Verses 18-21


  Great power is released through prayer and fasting. The key issue is seeking the Lord with all your heart.


  Seeking the Lord Both Naturally and Spiritually


  When I was a small child, my father worked in the oil fields of southwest Arkansas. There was a limited level of income he could achieve in his position, so my father decided to attend classes in the local college at night to earn a degree in accounting and expand his earning potential.


  My father had to set himself to do that, but he did it. As I grew up, he worked in the accounting department of that oil company.


  I share that with you because it's amazing the things people will do in the natural to increase their income, and it's commendable. But if we're going to achieve and increase in the spiritual realm, we're going to have to make an extra effort, too. By taking computer courses or other training courses, you can increase your skill level as well as your earning potential. But it is time to go to the next level in hungering and thirsting after God.


  I pray that you will seek the Lord as never before. I pray you will not be satisfied with mediocrity, but that you will go to a level of excellence and increase in the realm of the Spirit. I pray for you to have the spiritual strength to stand against every plot, plan, and scheme of the devil in Jesus' name. I pray for all laziness, lukewarmness, and indifference to be ripped out of you now, in Jesus' name.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Principle #2 Magnify the Greatness of God


  Jehoshaphat magnified the greatness of God. He talked about how great God was, not about how great he was or how great the problem was.


  Then Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the Lord, before the new court,


  And said: "O Lord God of our fathers, are You not God in heaven, and do You not rule over all the kingdoms of the nations, and in Your hand is there not power and might, so that no one is able to withstand You?"


  2 Chronicles 20:5,6


  Many times when people face multiple problems, they talk their problems and share with anyone who will listen. They describe their giants in detail. When you magnify your problems by talking them, they will seem bigger. When you magnify the Lord, He will get bigger in your mind and in your thoughts. He's the Lord and He doesn't change, but your perception of Him is altered by what you talk about.


  Begin to confess: God, You are awesome. You are the Healer God, the Provider God, and the Deliverer God. You are the God of peace and victory. What a mighty God You are!


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Principle #3 Rehearse the Victories God Has Won for You in the Past


  Jehoshaphat rehearsed the victories that God had won for him in the past. When you are facing multiple enemies, problems, difficulties, challenges, and circumstances that have come to drive you out of the inheritance God has for you, go back and rehearse the victories God has won for you in the past, just as Jehoshaphat did.


  In verse 7 of Second Chronicles 20, Jehoshaphat says:


  "Are You not our God, who drove out the inhabitants of this land before Your people Israel, and gave it to the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever?"


  Jehoshaphat remembered how God used Joshua and all of the men of Israel to drive out the inhabitants and win the cities, starting with Jericho.


  In the Old Testament, Passover was celebrated every year to rehearse God's deliverance of an entire nation from the greatest power on the earth at that time, Egypt. In one divine moment, God brought the Israelites out of Egypt.


  We will be remembering Jesus' victory in heaven at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb because God's victories are precious, and He wants us to remember them. That's what memorials are all about.


  The communion celebration for New Testament believers is a rehearsal of Jesus' victory when He stomped the devil's head and ripped the keys from him when He was raised from death, hell, and the grave. We celebrate this victory every time we participate in a communion service.


  In the entryway of our home, we have a picture of Sharon and me and our four kids— Sarah, Ruth, John, and Paul. We're all hugging each other. This picture was taken the Sunday after we were delivered out of our burning house in the middle of the night. We hung the picture there so we can rehearse our miraculous deliverance every day. We were only thirty seconds from death because of the toxic fumes from the smoke.


  I like to rehearse Sarah and Ruth's deliverance from sickness when they were babies. I like to rehearse the provision God made for a $65 a month apartment when we first married and were students at Oral Roberts University. I like to rehearse the connections God gave us for the Russian crusades and now for the African crusades with thousands of people being saved.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Principle #4 Remember God's Promises


  In Second Chronicles 20:9 Jehoshaphat said:


  If disaster comes upon us—sword [an enemy], judgment [for sin, wrongdoing, or messing up], pestilence [disease], or famine [an attack against the economy]—we will stand before this temple and in Your presence (for Your name is in this temple), and cry out to You in our affliction, and You will hear and save.


  What happens when you rehearse the Word of God? "Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17). God watches over His Word to perform it. (Jeremiah 1:12.) When you remember the Word and you believe and speak the Word, faith will come in your heart. It's time to remember what God has said.


  In one of our Saturday night College and Career services, a young lady with a Hindu background who came to Victory from Sri Lanka, shared that when she first came to Victory, she had no friends.


  She said, "When the Pastor would talk in church about Daniel in the lions' den, I had no clue what he was talking about because I had never heard any of the Bible stories."


  This young lady received Christ as her Lord and Savior, and she began reading the Word. She said, "I was so lonely," In the midst of her loneliness and emptiness, she said, "I started looking for people who were hurting, and I began to love and encourage them."


  She believed Jesus' words which she found in Matthew 6:33:


  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.


  Today, this young woman has more friends than she has time to be with. She is a living example of the divine truth that when you take the Word of God and put it into practice, and you seek God's Kingdom first, He will chase you down with His blessings!


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Principle #5 Put Your Eyes on the Lord


  Where is your focus? On your problems? Circumstances? Difficulties? Or on a medical diagnosis? Jehoshaphat said:


  "O our God, will You not judge them? For we have no power against this great multitude that is coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are upon You."


  2 Chronicles 20:12


  What you are looking at will determine what you will believe. If you look at a problem long enough, that problem will seep into your thinking and from your thinking it will drop into your spirit. Then, out of your spirit it will leap out of your mouth. You'll take possession of that thing and it will get a hold of you. But when your eyes are upon the promises of God and you believe and speak them, you will possess a manifestation of His promises.


  Jehoshaphat didn't ignore that there was a problem. He said, "Lord, we don't have the ability to handle this in our own might, and we don't know what to do." That's the natural condition. But he went right over the top of it and said, "But our eyes are upon You."


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Principle #6 Hear What the Spirit of God Is Saying


  God has a strategy for every battle. There was a strategy for Jericho. There was a strategy for Judah. What is the Spirit of God saying? In Revelation, chapters 2 and 3, Jesus said seven times, "Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches." In Hebrews 3:7,8 He said, "Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.... "What does that tell us? God has a "now" word for those who are listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit.


  The Spirit of God spoke a word through Jahaziel to Jehoshaphat in verses 15-17 of Second Chronicles 20:


  "Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the Lord to you: 'Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God's.


  "'Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up by the Ascent of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel.


  '"You will not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, who is with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!'


  Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out against them, for the Lord is with you."


  Thank You, Father, for revelation knowledge and wisdom for every battle we are facing!


  God has given us different strategies for all of our building and land purchases as we continue to go to the nations of the earth with the good news of the gospel. He spoke to us to build a Dream Center in the neediest area of our city—to plant seeds of faith and love in people who are down and out and suffering. The plans and strategies God has will bring you into victory.


  Ron and Judy Butler, members of our church, went through a very difficult situation.


  Judy was diagnosed with colon cancer and doctors told her she had no time left. The cancer had spread into her spine and into other parts of her body. She had lost forty pounds. Her response was, "I am trusting and believing God."


  Judy sought the Lord. She asked, "God, is it time for me to die?" You know what God is going to say to a young woman. He said, "You will live and not die, and you will declare the works of the Lord." (Psalm 118:17.)


  Though doctors didn't indicate that it would do any good, Judy went through chemotherapy. Today, after three MRIs, there is no cancer in her body. Everything changed. She has gained back the forty pounds that she lost.


  Judy's strategy for defeating the enemy of cancer was to hear from the Spirit of God, then obey.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Principle #7 Believe God and Praise Him


  The seventh principle for defeating the enemy is found in Second Chronicles 20:18-22:


  And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem bowed before the Lord, worshiping the Lord.


  Then the Levites of the children of the Kohathites and of the children of the Korahites stood up to praise the Lord God of Israel with voices loud and high.


  So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear me,


  O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the Lord your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper." [This is your 20/20 vision verse!]


  And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the Lord, and who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying: "Praise the Lord, for His mercy endures forever."


  Now when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushes against the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were defeated.


  It's time to sing and praise the Lord. The evidence that you believe God is not praising Him after the battle is won. It is praising God before the battle is won!


  Victory and triumph belong to you. It is God's will for you to live and not die; to walk in victory and not defeat; to overcome; to see your family saved; to have your bills paid; to have harmony in your marriage and family.


  You can make this a day of the enemy's defeat and a day of new beginnings, moving more fully into God's will and His destiny for you, by obeying each of the seven victory principles:


  • Seek the Lord.


  • Magnify the greatness of God.


  • Rehearse the victories God has won for you in the past.


  • Remember God's promises.


  • Put your eyes on the Lord.


  • Hear what the Spirit of God is saying.


  • Believe God and praise Him!
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  Praise Confessions


  Here are a few praise confessions to help you get started in praising God with His Word in your mouth while battles are seemingly raging all around you. Instead of focusing on yourself and your needs, focus on Jesus and praise Him for who He is! For your praise to the Lord will still the enemy and the avenger (Psalm 8:2).


  * * *


  I will not be afraid. I will stand still and see the salvation of the Lord which He will accomplish for me today. For the enemy I see today I shall see again no more forever. The Lord is fighting for me and I will hold my peace (Exodus 14:13,14).


  * * *


  I will sing to the Lord, for He has triumphed gloriously! The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea! [He has defeated my enemies!] He is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation [my Deliverer]. He is my God, and I will praise Him! (Exodus 15:1,2).


  * * *


  O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth! (Psalm 8:1).


  * * *


  1 will rejoice in You, Lord, for You said praise from the upright is beautiful! (Psalm 33:1).


  * * *


  I will bless You, Lord, at all times. Your praise shall continually be in my mouth. Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together! (Psalm 34:1,3).


  * * *


  Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise the name of the Lord! Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and forevermore! From the rising of the sun to its going down the Lord's name is to be praised (Psalm 113:1-3).


  * * *


  I will give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, and His mercy endures forever! (Psalm 136:1).


  * * *


  I will extol You, my God, O King; I will bless Your name forever and ever. Great are You, Lord, and greatly to be praised; Your greatness is unsearchable (Psalm 145:1,3).


  * * *


  Praise the Lord! I will sing to the Lord a new song, and I will offer praise to Him in the assembly of saints. I will rejoice in my Maker. I will praise His name with the dance; I will sing praises to Him with the timbrel and harp, for the Lord takes pleasure in me. The high praises of God are in my mouth! (Psalm 149:1-4,6).


  * * *


  I will praise the Lord in His sanctuary, and I will praise Him in His mighty firmament! I will praise Him for His mighty acts. I will praise Him according to His excellent greatness! I will praise Him with the sound of the trumpet; with the lute and harp; with the timbrel and dance; with stringed instruments and flutes. I will praise Him with loud cymbals and with clashing cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! (Psalm 150).


  * * *


  God, because You are my God, I will pursue the enemy, overtake him, and I will without fail recover all that he has stolen from me (1 Samuel 30:8).


  * * *


  Because You have delivered me from enemy captivity, Lord, I am like those who dream. My mouth is filled with laughter and my tongue with singing. You have done great things for me! (Psalm 126:1,2).


  * * *


  Your name, Lord, is a strong tower; I run into it and I am safe (Proverbs 18:10).


  * * *


  I will make a joyful shout to You, O Lord, and I will serve You with gladness. I will come before Your presence with singing. I will enter Your gates with thanksgiving and Your courts with praise. I will be thankful to You and I will bless Your name continually. You are good, Your mercy is everlasting, and Your truth endures to all generations. (Psalm 100:1,2,4,5).


  * * *


  I will sing of Your mercies forever, Lord. With my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness to all generations (Psalm 89:1).


  * * *


  I love You, Lord. You are my strength, my rock, my fortress, my deliverer, my shield, the horn of my salvation, and my stronghold. You are worthy to be praised, Lord. Because I trust in You, You will save me from my enemies (Psalm 18:1-3).


  * * *


  I rejoice in You and I put my trust in You, Lord, because You defend me. Thank You for blessing me with favor and surrounding me with a shield of protection! (Psalm 5:11,12).


  * * *


  I will clap my hands and shout to You, Lord, with a voice of triumph! For You, the great King over all the earth, are awesome! (Psalm 47:1,2).


  * * *


  I give You thanks, Lord, for You are good and Your mercy endures forever. You have redeemed me from the hand of the enemy, and as the redeemed, I say so! (Psalm 107:1,2).


  * * *


  Blessed are You, Lord, for You have not given me as a prey to the teeth of the enemy. You have delivered me. My help is in You, Lord! (Psalm 124:6,8).


  * * *


  Thank You, Father God, that You always cause me to triumph in Christ. As a born-again believer, I am to You, Father, a fragrance of the knowledge of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing. The knowledge of You, combined with corresponding actions, brings people out of the kingdom of darkness and delivers them into Your Kingdom of Light, Love, and Life. Hallelujah! (2 Corinthians 2:14,15).


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Personal Prayer of Commitment


  Father, I believe that Jesus Christ is Your Son.


  I believe He was crucified, buried, and resurrected, totally defeating the enemies of sin, sickness, poverty, and spiritual death for me.


  I renounce every work of darkness, and I accept You now, Jesus, as my personal Lord and Savior.


  Baptize me with Your Spirit, Lord, so I will be empowered to be a more effective witness of You in every arena of life where You lead me to go.


  Father, I pray for a hunger and a thirst for Your Word, which is life and health to me. Help me to fill my heart with praise so it exudes from my mouth each day, in the face of any circumstance or challenge, for You said praise would literally paralyze the enemy and his plots and schemes to steal, kill, and destroy me.


  Thank You, Father, in Jesus' name, that today is the beginning of new life for me!


  (Date) ________ (Signature) ________
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