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   Day 1
 
   Careless
 
   “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care upon him for he careth for you.”  I Peter 5:6-7
 
   The lesson of humility is one that Peter knew better than most.  There are multiple accounts in the bible that reveal Peter as puffed up, only to be humbled.  The great thing is, by experiencing humility, he learned to practice humility and master it.  He discovered his need for God.  You see, humility requires you to understand your need for God and then allow Him the opportunity to meet that need.  It is not by our efforts but rather by God that we prosper.
 
   Each day we are full of cares.  We want our children to do well in school and we want our businesses to increase in profits.  We want to overcome illnesses and we care about our community and our country.  With all the cares we carry, we become weighed down. We are trying to carry a burden not meant for us.  What Peter learned, and we need to as well, is to give God our cares.  God cares about us and He knows our needs.  He will give us what we desire, if we choose to yield our lives to Him.
 
   ~ “God resists the proud but gives more grace to the humble.” I Peter 5:5 ~
 
   When you surrender your life to God, He gives you more grace. God will not force you to give Him your cares; it is your choice to give them.  Through humility, your life is exalted because nothing is weighing you down.  Give God your cares and live in the freedom of His grace.
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 2
 
   A Little Faith
 
   “But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?”  Matthew 14:24-31
 
   First things first, imagine being on the ship with the wind going wild and Jesus is not on the ship with you.  The disciples had to have questioned why Jesus told them to get on the boat without Him.  Then out of nowhere, they see a “spirit” and they know they are in trouble.  However, to their surprise this “spirit” claims to be the Messiah, telling them not to be afraid.  Then Peter has a “now” moment; he sees the “spirit” and wants to meet on the water.  Jesus calls Peter to Him and Peter does the impossible: he walks on water; something no other person since has done. 
 
   Okay, so how do you get from walking on water to being “of little faith?”  Peter was so bold to step out onto the water, while the other disciples stayed on the ship.  He went alone.  That takes great faith, to go against the “norm” and no one supporting your desires.  Peter walked on the water, reflecting what Jesus was already doing.  However, as he was doing the impossible, he allowed the circumstances around him to distract him from his “now” moment.  His desire was to walk to Jesus on the water but he was too busy focusing on the wind and fear took root in him.  In fear, he could no longer walk by faith.
 
   Our walk with God is by faith.  Jesus has called us on our journey but resistance confronts us.  We want to live by faith but fear keeps “knocking at the door.”  Regardless of the circumstances, if we look to Jesus, we will do the impossible.  Peter was human; he had doubts and fears.  He needed Jesus to save him when he was sinking, just as we need God to save us when we lose our focus.
 
   Don't be afraid, God is with you.  He is regarding your situation and in spite of all the chaos around you, He has given you access to heaven.  Keep your eyes on Christ and your faith will keep you walking on top of life.
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 3
 
   Launch Into the Deep
 
   “And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing their nets. And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship. Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. And when they had this done, they [enclosed] a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them.  And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon.  And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him.”  Luke 5:2-11
 
   Peter had a divine appointment with God.  It is amazing how God meets us when we are empty; after what we set out to do, fails.  Peter was an experienced fisherman but with all of his skill and experience he could not catch one fish that night.  Peter was empty but as he sat on his boat listening to the teaching of Jesus, something ignited within him.  He knew that this man, Jesus, was no normal man.  His words began to fill Peter and when Jesus was done teaching, He turned to Peter to put the words into action.  It was time for a demonstration.  Even though Peter had worked all night with no results, he obeyed the word of Jesus and had the biggest catch of his life.
 
   Peter learned that day that obedience to God's word pays off.  Peter had received his biggest catch of fish ever but he could not take his eyes off Jesus.  He turned from his profession and followed Jesus.  What is amazing is that God met Peter where he was and revealed that his life's purpose was to draw men into the “net” of God's love.
 
   Don't be afraid to launch into the deep.  God has something special to reveal to you.  You have a calling on your life that no one else is meant to answer.  Surrender to your call.  You are more than a worker, you are more than a servant; you are a child of God.  
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 4
 
   Feed My Sheep
 
   “So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.”  John 21:15-17
 
   Jesus did not need to know if Peter loved him, He already knew Peter's heart.  This dialogue was for Peter as well as for us.  Going to church is not enough, fulfilling our titles is not enough.  God wants us to feed His sheep.  He wants our hearts to be towards loving others.  What Jesus was teaching was that expressing our love for God is done through loving our neighbor.  By loving people, we love God.  Peter was not going to be able to rely on his personal relationship with Jesus; Jesus was not going to physically be there for him to follow.  Peter was going to have to love God by loving those that God gave him to help.
 
   We can get so caught up in our individual lives that we forget to love others.  We don't greet each other in passing because we are too busy tweeting.  We have lost sight of what it means to love God.  Jesus was not asking Peter to do charity work; charity work can be done without investing your heart into it.  He wanted to transfer Peter's focus from the physical Jesus, to seeing Jesus in everything and everyone.  If we saw Jesus in others, would we not love them?  When we love God, the evidence will show through how we treat others.
 
   If you love Jesus, feed his sheep.
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 5
 
   Sift Like Wheat
 
   “And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”  Luke 22:31-32
 
   There had just been an argument about who was the greatest disciple and Jesus told them the greatest is the one who serves.  Then He turned to Peter and told him that Satan wanted to destroy him.  Jesus knew Peter was a leader but Peter needed to be shaken in order to realize what was inside of him.  Jesus knew what Peter was about to go through but instead of leading him around the “storm,” He released him towards it.  Jesus understood the power of a “storm.”
 
   Though Satan meant to destroy Peter, he became the tool that revealed who Peter truly was.  Through being humbled by his adversity, Peter learned to trust God like never before.  His faith in God became unshakeable because he had been shaken.  What was not apart of his destiny was shaken off him and only what was apart of his destiny remained.
 
   When we go through adversity, we surrender to God.  We allow Him to have his way in our life and He transforms us into His image.  When a silversmith is refining silver, he places it into the fire.  It remains in the fire until the silversmith can see his reflection on it.  When God sees His reflection, we are taken out of the fire and put on display.  We are refined not simply for our own good but also to help others.  Our journey strengthens those around us.  When we allow God to have his way, our life will inspire others to trust in Him.  If we have faith in God in spite of the adversity, we learn who we are and who God is.  Nothing can destroy us because we are in the Master's hands.
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 6
 
   I Know Him Not
 
   “And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. ● Then took they him, and led him, and brought him into the high priest's house. And Peter followed afar off. And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and were set down together, Peter sat down among them. But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man was also with him. And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not. And after a little while another saw him, and said, Thou art also of them. And Peter said, Man, I am not. And about the space of one hour after another confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with him: for he is a Galilaean. And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew. And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.” Luke 22:33-34; 54-62
 
   Peter loved Jesus.  He could not see himself rejecting Him; but just as we do, he thought more highly of himself than he truly was.  The bitter truth is, Peter did not know Jesus the way he thought.  How could he know Jesus when he did not know himself?  Jesus knew Peter, which is why He told him that he would deny Him.  If Peter knew himself, he would have simply agreed with Jesus but he did not believe Jesus was right.  He wanted to show Jesus that he was a “real” follower, but when Jesus was taken, Peter's footing became unsure.  He never imagined his friend being taken from him.  Out of all of Jesus’ disciples, Peter was the one people recognized.  Maybe he was outspoken or maybe he wanted to be known as a follower of Jesus.  For whatever reason, he had a reputation that in that moment, he wanted to run away from; he did not want to be attached to Jesus this way.
 
   When a storm comes into our life, what we said we were going to do and what we actually do sometimes do not match up.  Peter was realizing he was not the man he thought he was.  However, the “silver lining” in the story is that after Peter denied knowing Jesus, Jesus turned to him.  In spite of being denied, Jesus still regarded his friend.
 
   We can get so preoccupied with our lives that we deny Jesus but He still regards us and loves us.  When we see Jesus, we see the truth.  Yes, it can be painful to see the truth about ourselves, but in seeing the truth, we grow.  We can love ourselves and truly learn what it means to love and follow Jesus.
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 7
 
   Who Do You Say I Am?
 
   “When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  Matthew 16:13-19
 
   I hear God asking me, “Who do you say I am?”  It is one thing to hear the opinions of others telling you who Jesus is; everyone has an opinion about who Jesus is, but what matters is who you believe Him to be.  Many saw the miracles He performed, but men before Jesus performed miracles as well, so they just compared Him to the prophets.  Peter, however, tells Jesus, “You are God in flesh.  You are more than just a man working according to the word you been given.  You are the Word.”
 
   If we only see Jesus as a miracle worker, we have missed the true essence of who He is.  We look for Him to heal, provide and work in our lives but when we know the Word, we realize that we already have what we have been looking for.  Peter saw beyond the works of Jesus and saw His heart.  Life is about becoming one with the heart of God, embracing His love and being aware of His presence in our lives.  When we draw close to God, we learn of His nature and it influences our thoughts and actions.
 
   When you seek God, you see your true self.  After Simon's confession, Jesus tells him, “Thou art Peter.”  God revealed the man hidden within Simon.  There is a “Peter” within all of us, yearning to come out.  We were created by God and only He has the answers to who we truly are.  When we build upon the rock of our true self, nothing can defeat us.
 
   Now, God is asking you, “Who do you say I am?”
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 8
 
   Get Thee Behind Me, Satan
 
   “From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.”  Matthew 16:21-25
 
   Peter went from seeing God, to being called Satan.  Why?  He allowed his expectation of who He thought Jesus should be, to get in the way of the will of God.  The disciples could see that Jesus was the Christ but they did not envision Jesus being killed.  Verse twenty-two says that Peter took him and rebuked him (criticized or reproved sharply; reprimanded).  Wow!  Peter was bold.  He knew Jesus was the Son of God and still had the boldness to question and criticize Jesus.
 
   That reminds me a lot of myself.  Sometimes, when I hear God, I don't like the plan He has written for my life so I get upset at Him.  Like Peter, I fight and say it will not happen.  I would rather live in my expectations of how my life should be, than trust God's path and plan for my life.  What is so amazing is that even when Jesus was being rebuked, He still loved his disciples so much.  He taught them how to truly trust God.  Like Peter, I have to deny myself and surrender to the path set before me.  I must lose myself in Christ, so that I may find myself.
 
   It is human nature to question things in our life, but Peter was trying to control how things would play out.  We often do the same in trying to control the outcome.  We want God, but as long as He is doing things our way.  It does not work that way.  If we are to follow Jesus, we have to allow Him to lead.
 
   I love this passage of scripture because it shows me that I don't have to be a “control freak.”  I can lose myself in doing what I love – what I have been given to do – and embrace the outcomes that God brings my way.  Even in times when I am afraid of what I see happening around me, I can close my eyes and lose myself in the arms of God.
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 9
 
   Hundredfold Promise
 
   “And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved? And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible. Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee. And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.”  Mark 10:23-30
 
   “Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee. And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake; Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting.”  Luke 18:28-30
 
   This is one of my favorite accounts in the gospels.  Jesus had just encountered a young rich ruler that was not willing to forsake his possessions or title to follow Him.  Before we judge the rich ruler, we have to look in the mirror.  If a man told us to give up everything we have, to follow him, what would our answer be?
 
   Peter told Jesus, “We have left all to follow you.”  He was thinking that surely they were going to be saved for following Him.  I love that!  Think about it; instead of being passive and just living ignorant to what Jesus was talking about, he spoke what everyone else thought.  We are not like that ruler, we obeyed your call.  I want to know what you have for us.  Through Peter's boldness, we all received a promise from God.
 
   When we follow Jesus, it sometimes feels like we’re rewarded with more trials and tribulations, but that is not truth.  We receive the fullness of love and no matter how much darkness we experience; there is always light present with us.  Jesus promises that if we follow Him, not only will we receive eternal life, but also we will receive a hundredfold now.  We will receive more with God, than we could ever receive on our own.  The young rich ruler looked at what he had as great, not realizing that he would have received a hundredfold more by following Jesus.
 
   The kingdom of God is within each of us, but it is hard to recognize it when we have so many “things.”  We follow Jesus because of love, not for what we can get.  His love fills the voids in our life and allows us to find our true self.  We begin to see that we no longer have the need to be filled and so we look to fill others that are empty.
 
   Jesus was telling His disciples that they already had what they were looking for and He would still give them – and us – more in the life to come.  When you let go, you lose nothing but rather receive everything and more in Christ.
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 10
 
   Forgiveness
 
   “Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants. And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.”
 
   Matthew 18:21-35
 
   Take a moment and think about a time when someone wronged you.  Just to hear their name can raise your blood pressure.  You thought you forgave them, but you really have not found closure yet.  Jesus shares the story about the lord and servant to Peter and the disciples to teach a lesson: when we hold on to mistakes, we inflict torment onto ourselves.  No matter what we say or do, we cannot move forward because we have enclosed the offence and keep hurt within the walls of our heart.  We won't release it until we have received justice.  However, the more we hold tight to the offence, seeking justice, the more we become the offence and ultimately lose our freedom.
 
   Forgiveness is for you; it allows you to move forward with a clear mind and loving heart.  Jesus showed that we all make mistakes.  We hurt others, just as much as others hurt us.  What we want is not justice but love.  We want to be loved and when we stop looking for others to fill that need, we will find it in the God.  
 
   Forgiveness is a process that requires you letting go of the offence to allow God to reside in your heart.  No one can “pay” for his or her mistakes; it is in the past and cannot be changed.  We can discover peace and love in our present through drawing close to God.  When we forgive, we take on God's nature, for while we were yet sinners Jesus died for our sins.  Jesus paid the ultimate price for our mistakes because He loves us.
 
   Don't live in torment, live in love.  Let go and let God.  Forgive, seventy times seven.
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 11
 
   Fig Tree
 
   “And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was hungry: And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And his disciples heard it. And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots. And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst is withered away. And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”  Mark 11:12-24
 
   Throughout this writing, I have grown to love Peter for his boldness.  His boldness opened the door to heaven for us all.  Like a student asking their teacher a question, not only does the student receive the answer, the entire class receives it as well.
 
   Jesus believed what He said.  He did not have to go and double-check that what He spoke happened; He knew that when He spoke, it was already accomplished.  To Jesus, the outcome of the fig tree was not a miracle, it was a command.  That is what He wanted to impart to us; if you believe what you say, it will happen.  The catch is you cannot doubt because faith and doubt don’t mix.  The amazing thing is, Jesus did not put a condition on what to ask for.  He said whatever things you desire when you pray.  The key is getting to the root of what you truly desire, not being influenced by fear or doubt but rooted in the love that you have in your heart.  Your words are empowered by your belief in them. When we have faith in God, nothing is out of our reach.   What you desire is already yours when you ask for it.
 
   Food for thought: Jesus cursed the fig tree and the people marveled.  Just imagine if Jesus would have blessed the tree.
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 12
 
   Empty Tomb
 
   “Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again. And they remembered his words, And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest. It was Mary Magdalene and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles. And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass.”  Luke 24:7-12
 
   I love how the writer wrote this passage! Departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass.  What was Peter expecting to find at the tomb?
 
   Like Peter, we are full of questions.  Peter wanted to see for himself what happened at the tomb, but when he got there, he left with even more questions.  Have you ever been to the “empty tomb?”  It is the place where you have gone to search for answers, only to leave even more confused.  You see, we think we have it all figured out with our “master plans” but without Christ in the center of them, we are left empty and live our life full of unanswered questions.
 
   Mary and the other women told Peter and the apostles that Jesus had risen from the dead, but they could not believe it.  Even when Peter witnessed the empty tomb for himself, he could not understand what happened.  When we live in unbelief, we are blind to the miracles that are in front of us.  Unbelief keeps us in the dark, while faith flips the “light switch” on.  We don't have to live with unanswered questions, we just need to turn on the light.  God is with us, regardless where we are.  When we believe in Him, we become aware of His presence in our life and allow Him to lead and guide us.  When we don't believe, we search for God but find nothing but an “empty tomb” filled with silence.
 
   If you are at an empty tomb in your life, don't be discouraged, just give your heart to God so He can reveal His presence to you.  When we turn to Christ, we discover life.  Christ brings life to our marriages, our homes, churches, communities, finances, and our bodies.
 
   Jesus is not dead, He has risen.  The power of His resurrection lives in you.  Put your questions, doubts and fears in His hands and receive the answers and miracles you desire.
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 13
 
   Mind your business
 
   “Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish. This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, ‘follow me.’ Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also had leaned on His breast at the supper, and said, ‘Lord, who is the one who betrays You?’ Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, ‘But Lord, what about this man?’ Jesus said to him, ‘If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You follow Me.’”
 
   John 21:18-22
 
   My children want everything to be “fair.”  They all want the same amount of Christmas gifts under the tree.  If I give one a snack, the other five come asking for something.  If my boys are playing video games, my girls are no longer happy watching a movie or reading a book, they want to play a game as well.  I had to learn that being “fair” does not mean I have to give them the same attention or things; they are all different.  I am learning to manage their different personalities and give according to what will best help meet each one of their individual needs.
 
   I don't blame Peter for asking Jesus about John.  Jesus was telling him that he was going to die and that it was not going to be pleasant.  We are all given a path to walk with Christ, it is our choice to follow it or not.  Peter was turning from his own path to focus on another man's path.  Instead of surrendering to his destiny, he wanted to see if someone else had a better path than him.
 
   Lord, why is this man living in prosperity, while I am in poverty?  Why do I have to suffer through this illness and he never gets sick?  Why do I have to die when he gets to live?  These are tough questions but Jesus has the same response for them all: You follow me.
 
   We have to take our eyes off others and place them on Jesus.  No matter where we go we are not alone, Jesus goes before us.  We don't have to worry where we go, He has already gone before us and prepared the way.  We can save ourselves a lot of heartache by focusing on our own path.  When I give my youngest daughter one cookie, instead of three like my oldest son receives, she is still completely happy with the one.  She is so consumed with enjoying her cookie that she has no time to evaluate if she received the same amount as her brother.  The point is, we don't have time to focus on others and still follow Jesus.  We want to be where Jesus is.  It is better to follow Jesus than to try to follow someone else's life.
 
   What does it matter what he is to do?  YOU FOLLOW ME.
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 14
 
   Peter's sermon
 
   “Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It is only nine in the morning!
 
   No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
 
   When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’ Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.’ With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.”   Acts 2:14-28; 37-40
 
   Peter waited for fifty days along with the other apostles and their wait did not go in vain.  The Holy Spirit was poured onto them.  They spoke in other tongues, as the Spirit worked through them.  What an amazing joy it is to wait on God's promise and it be fulfilled in you.
 
   The promise had come, but those that were around the newly Spirit filled disciples could not understand what just transpired.  Because of their lack of understanding, they thought the disciples were drunk on wine.  Then Peter stood up.  Realize the significance of his action.  This was a man denied Jesus Christ when the scorners came his way.  This was a man who sat on the sidelines, as he watched his friend be murdered.  Yet, something inside of him caused him to stand up and raise his voice.  He was a man with a message, God's message.  Through waiting on God, he discovered a new man within himself.  He was a man that now rested in patience instead of anxiety; a man that rested in God’s strength, instead of his own.  Fifty days allowed him to be emptied from who he had been and enlightened to his true self.
 
   When the Holy Spirit comes, it reveals the true person within us.  Peter believed the promise of the Holy Spirit and he waited until the promise came.  He became a witness of God's presence and power.  When Peter stood up, he did so with the awareness that God was with him.  His words in the sermon were not his own, they were words shared by God.  What a partnership!
 
   This is not a just a story in the bible, it is a reality; it is a promise.  That is the message Peter was expressing in the verses above.  You don't have to live ignorant to the presence of God.  Change your mind and open your heart to the Holy Spirit and your life will be filled with God’s awareness.
 
   If you are willing to stand up, I will speak through you.  If you are willing to open your heart, I will pour out my love through you.
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 15
 
   Such As I Have
 
   “Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.  And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms.  And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us.  And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them.  Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.  And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.  And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.”  Acts 3:1-8 
 
   What a powerful passage!  The lame man was in survival mode and living on the generosity of those that entered the temple.  He was dependent on someone to carry him to his supply, but regardless of how much he received, he had to ask for more the next day.  All he knew was survival.  He knew of God but he did not know God.  His lame body blinded him from seeing the God within him, so he lived on the outside of the temple in shame, waiting for someone to come out and notice him.  He did not want to be where he was but it was all he knew.
 
   When he asked for alms, he did not look people in the eye.  When Peter heard his request, instead of heartlessly giving the man money, he noticed the man and saw him as a man.  Peter told the man to look at them.  Don't look to the ground, lift up your head and look away from the shame you have lived in.  When the man looked at them, he no longer was looking at his shame but hope grew within him.  He was expecting to receive something from Peter.  Peter could not fill the man’s pockets but he could fill his heart.  Out of the overflow of grace that was in Peter, he gave all that he had to the man.  He spoke life to the man's lame body, and with those words, he was healed.  All his life, he was unable to feel God until God filled him. The same temple that he was unable to enter before, he went into leaping!  He leapt into the presence of God!  We don't have to live in shame, all we need is to look to God and allow His grace to lift us up into the life He has created us for.
 
   Peter was no different from you and I, he did not have some magical touch.  We have the same God dwelling within us.  Although we often look for it to be our savior, money does not heal people, love does.  When you live in the abundance of God's grace, His love overflows out of your heart and touches the lives of others.  They see God through you and are able to recognize Him within themselves.  I can give you money and you will spend it.  I can give you love and you will share with others.  Money is temporary; love lasts forever.  As we are lifted from our shame, we become witnesses of God's love to those around us.  
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 16
 
   Boldness
 
   “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.”  Acts 4:13
 
   When you want to draw attention to a word or phrase that expresses the message in a written document, it is often bolded.  By doing so, you signal to the reader that it is the main or an important point.  The religious leaders were amazed by the boldness of Peter.  They knew he was not as educated and cultured as they were, yet he spoke with a confidence that was unmatched.  Every word he spoke was in boldness; it was impossible to be in his presence and ignore his message.  His confidence did not come from his education or his social status but from his relationship with Jesus.
 
   This name Jesus was the focus of these leaders; when they use the name, things change.  Everybody was talking about the miracle of healing the lame man.  They could not deny that a miracle happened, so they tried to control it from happening again.  In spite of threats, Peter stood fast on his faith in God.  He was not speaking the name of Jesus out of ignorance, but he spoke from his intimate relationship with God.  He heard God and shared what he heard.  
 
   The same boldness that Peter had, we can have.  It is centered in who we are, not what we do or in the worldly status we have.  This is where we miss the mark.  We focus more on the presentation than the message.  We want what we have to share, to be accepted so well that we forget the heart of the message.  Peter was not trying to impress people with his knowledge, he was just sharing the gospel.  He trusted God, and through his trust, he spoke with great boldness.
 
   When we focus on hearing God, the life we live becomes less complicated.  We don't worry about how we are received, we just share what we have.  The Holy Spirit filled the crowd and spoke through them.  There comes a boldness with partnering with the spirit of God and allowing God to speak Jesus through our lives.  Jesus: the name, the word, that makes the comfortable uncomfortable; the name that eliminates the fears and brings comfort to the needy.  There is a boldness that can be seen in those that surrender their life to God.  When we allow Jesus to reign in us, we see the world transformed by their encounter with God through us.  
 
   Let us discover the boldness that dwells within.  Let us stand in confidence, knowing that God is with us.  Let us never be ashamed of the name of Jesus.  When we focus on Jesus, He makes us bold so the world can take notice of the God working on the inside of us.
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 17
 
   Arm yourself
 
   “Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.”  I Peter 4:1-2  
 
   Peer pressure can be a huge influence over our lives.  We have a natural desire to want to be accepted and loved by everyone.  We don't like feeling different; it hurts to not fit in and be ostracized for it.  The essence of what Peter is saying is to be different, don't follow the norm.  When you branch out from the norm, you find out what you are made of and you live according to what God has planned for your life.  
 
    
 
   It is easy to take this passage and make it religious and legalistic: Your desires are evil so don't trust them.  Your suffering is fighting off your desires.  If that is the case, what purpose does Jesus' life serve for us?  If we have to do what He did, we will fail.  What liberates us in this passage is that our “suffering” is when the tendency to want to blend in comes, and we don't surrender to it.  We don't bow down to peer pressure, regardless of what it is.  Our “suffering” is when we don't allow the world to influence us; which can be an often struggle for us all.  Nevertheless, through Christ in us, we influence the world to love.  
 
    
 
   You see, being different means not conforming to the “status quo” but creating your own path.  Why do we allow others to keep us from being our true self?  The will of God is not for someone to tell you what it is, but for you to discover it.  Peter learned this lesson when he wanted to know what John's future would be.  Jesus does not want us to live someone else’s life; we have to live our own.  When we surrender to Christ, we are led to make choices that empower us to live in the will of God and influence others to do the same.   
 
    
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 18
 
   Pursue Peace
 
   “Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.  For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.”  I Peter 3:8-11
 
   Recently, there was a story reported of a woman who was in line with her daughter to buy a lottery ticket.  The lottery had reached a record amount and the woman did not want to miss her chance of winning.  As they waited in line, an older woman impatiently jumped in front of them, wanting to purchase her own ticket.  The clerk saw the incident and wanted to send the older woman to the end of the line, but the woman with her daughter allowed her to go ahead and buy her ticket and leave.  Later, the woman told the incident to her family and they joked and said that the old woman was going to win the lottery.  Do you know what?  She did.  In spite of how she was treated and what was rightfully her place in line, she showed kindness to a stranger.  That woman’s act of kindness, in the face of rudeness, cost her 600 million dollars.  Wow!
 
    
 
   Just like the kind woman, Jesus has given us a place in line to receive the abundance and treasures of God.  In spite of our rudeness, He continually loves us.  “Go ahead,” He assures us.  What if the kind woman, was only waiting in line because God knew she would allow the older woman to receive her blessing?  To pursue peace means to neglect your agenda and love, in spite how you are being treated.  It may seem as if you are getting the “bad end” of the deal, but you are receiving more than monetary gain or temporary riches, you are receiving the presence of God.  God's eyes are on the righteous.  
 
   ~ “For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.”  I Peter 3:12 ~
 
   God has graciously allowed us to share in his abundance.  Let us share His grace with one another; there is plenty of love to go around.  
 
    
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 19
 
   Clean
 
   “And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.  But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.  And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.  This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven.”  Acts 10:13-16
 
   Peter was the leader of a spiritual movement that was shaking the world.  He saw the great things that occurred by the hands of the Holy Spirit.  However, even though he knew God's love, he lived separated from Gentiles.  They were not God's chosen people, so they were not worthy of communing with Jewish people.  They were “unclean” and common.  In the above passage, Peter was hungry, yet he would rather object to provision than to eat something not “clean.”
 
    
 
   Sometimes in life, we can get stuck.  It is just that simple.  We want change but we don't want to change.  Peter was so set in his ways that even after he was told to eat the meat that God sanctified, he still would not.  God knew Peter was stubborn and sent someone to fetch him because He wanted Peter to live in His grace – God always sends someone to tear down the walls in our lives.  
 
    
 
   What is separating you from experiencing the presence of God in a new way?  God does not want you to call something unclean when He has made it clean.  There is no need to judge, He has cleaned and purified all.  What was saturated in ignorance has been washed in the love of God.  You don't have to separate; you can embrace all of humanity.  
 
    
 
   The lesson for us is to be open to learning new ways.  Don't allow your past to invade the vision of your future.  Stop judging people and love them.  It took Peter a little while to understand what God was teaching, but after he took action and connected to the Gentiles; they learned of a God that loved them who regarded them as special.  
 
    
 
   Who are you disregarding?  They need you to look past their differences and love them.  The truth is, no one is qualified to receive God's love.  Yet, Jesus gave it and through Him, we can share it with the world.  
 
    
 
  
 
  


 
 
   
   Day 20
 
   Chosen One
 
   “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light; Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.”  I Peter 2:9 
 
   Peter was a man that never wanted to blend in.  In the occurrences when he is mentioned in the scriptures, he is upfront and has to be heard.  Some people just accept things with no questions asked.  Not Peter.  If he did not understand something, he spoke up.  He let his voice be heard.  That is the enlightening part of this passage; although he spoke out, Peter listened with his eyes.  He watched the life of Jesus and took in what it meant to be called by God.  
 
   In I Peter 2:9, he declares that you are a chosen generation, called by a chosen one.  Chosen for what?  Chosen to blend in and imitate what you see in the world?  No, you are chosen to stand out, to speak up, and to lead.  You are not a servant to circumstance, you are royalty and you are worthy to be heard.  When you look at the life of Peter, you see proof that you don't have to blend in.  Your uniqueness is holy.  Your truth inspires others to find their truth.  
 
   Above all, love.  The love of Christ wants us to open our hearts and let it touch the lives that surround us.  The chosen one serves the one that is open.  Peter asked once; if it is you Lord, let me come.  Jesus responded, “Come.”  The invitation is open for you to also step out of your old life and live a new life in the presence of love.    
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