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PART I 

WHAT YOU BELIEVE IS WHAT YOU BECOME!

			“It’s the repetition of affirmations that leads to belief. And once that belief becomes a deep conviction, things begin to happen.”

			—Muhammad Ali

			“Believe that life is worth living and your belief will help create the facts.”

			—William James

			“One person with a belief is equal to ninety-nine who have only interest.”

			—John Stuart Mill

			



	

INTRODUCTION 

WHAT YOU BELIEVE IS WHAT YOU BECOME!

			“That who are undetermined to believe that new ways of thinking works and begins to train their minds to work for them will not achieve success.”

			—John Nwankwo

			I have always believed that the grace of God is powerful and inexplicable. What I failed to realize at first however, was that the grace of God has greater stake not just in our spiritual well-being alone, but in the material, mental, physical, and emotional well-doing and the total recovery of every stolen goods that the enemy has taken from the treasuries of our lives. After going through bounds of loss, sicknesses and recovery, I re-discovered the beauty, the audacity, the tenacity, and the limitless power of God’s grace at work and how it can completely transform people’s lives. It is for this reason that I believe strongly that the grace of God performs wonders, for I have personally experienced and reap a fortune of its power. But it can only work wonders for us, when our minds begins to believe that yes, it does. It was David Schwartz who once observed that: “the size of your success is determined by the size of your belief. When we think little goals, what we should expect is little achievements. Think big goals and you win big success.” Over the years, I have personally discovered that our minds are the product of the joy or the pain of our lives because they determine our success or failure. Determination to succeed, a belief system in the “I Can Win or I Can Achieve Attitude” is the key. This is why you must think success and be determined to succeed before you can experience success. But it all depends on your availability and ability to believe in you, which is why Norman Vincent was known for saying that: “Anybody can do just about anything with himself that he really wants to and makes up his mind to do.”

			My personal journey has taught me a lesson that: If you don’t get dissatisfied with small things in life, you will never WIN big or GROW rich! Your success will depend on what you believe, how you are taught or programmed to believe, and the ingredients of your belief system. It’s like a seed that grows. But it all begins in your mind.

			“If you don’t get dissatisfied with small things in life, you will never WIN big or GROW rich!”

			This is why I strongly believe that those who believe they can move mountains will do. Your belief system triggers your joy, or defeats your happiness. The power to do, the power to become, the power to earn, the power to use available legitimate opportunities and resources to reach limitless heights and succeed, and the power to win life victories are triggered by what you believe. For anyone wanting to live their best life now, there is no substitute to a belief that you can. The beginning point is usually the size of your belief and your determination which is why David Schwartz was known for saying that: “Success isn’t based on luck. Successful people are just ordinary folks who have developed belief in themselves and what they do.” Most people I’ve met in my journey for success all wanted to succeed and do well in life. No one in their right thinking mind wants to substitute success to struggle through life. All of us long for success, happiness, prosperity, and good health. However, the price to our success lies in our power to do. The power to do or not to do is programmed in our mind and our ability to believe and act on what we believe which will ultimately become the deciding denominator of our life victories or serial defeats.

			What This Book Can Do For You

			One of the major things this book can do for you are to help you become extremely successful. I was looking for the easiest way to challenge you and what you have been taught about living your best life today. I wanted to make you ponder and think about the quality of your everyday life and to give you the tools you need for the quality control of your mind. On the other hand, this book can enable you to deal with issues of your life now—today, and enable you to take action on what is next.

			This book will help anyone who are struggling economically and also for those who longs for financial freedom, and for a purpose driven life and lifestyle. Additionally, this book is packaged for those people who are looking for the power to do, to earn more, and for anyone out there who loves God, but have not reached where they want to be in their material life. In the course of my journey for success, what I discovered is that majority of poor people look for immediate reward—compensation. This is why they don’t properly plan for what is next. For me, this is what makes the big difference between the rich and the poor. What this book can do for you are to spur you into action and help you dismantle the programmatic or structured system of failure the enemy has installed over your mindset in your everyday life and help you think about your life now while you plan in decades. The book can help you to win BIG! But it depends on how you think, what your values are, and your belief system.

			Why I Wrote This Book

			One of the major reasons why I wrote this book is to help you become extremely successful. My primary objective for writing this book is this: To help you succeed beyond where you are today and do better than you are doing right now. How about that? I wrote this book to remind you that you can live your best life now and do better than you have done in the past by the special grace of God. The reason why you must live your best life now is that there are endless opportunities and resources scattered around you to enable you to do so. You just need to take advantage of them; for “your” NOW life determines what is NEXT for you. I was looking for a way to challenge you and anyone who wants to do better than they have done before now to think differently and seriously make a soul searching of the quality of your life and what you stand for. I was looking for how to get you to ask yourself a number of questions such as: What am I mostly afraid of? What is holding back my success, happiness and joy? What do I mostly waste my mind and thoughts on? What are the major egregious mistakes of my life and is there anything I can do about them? Have I betrayed myself and God for settling for less? What are the things I need to do to live my best life now that I have not consciously done before? Can I be more responsible for my own life goals, dreams and happiness now—my health, my values, my finances, and the financial freedom of my future and my children? What is my short term and long term goals for life and what are my strategies to achieve bigger dreams? Can I serve God better, improve my personal relationship with Jesus his son, grant more room for the Holy Spirit to occupy my mind and help me live in victory over every defeat? Why wouldn’t I live for God and pursue big dreams? And lastly, is there any reason why I cannot thank God in advance, think successfully, and trust God enough to promote me to become extremely wealthy—just like one of the America’s great millionaires while I sincerely serve God and solve humanity’s problems?

			While you consider these questions, remember that it was Eleanor Roosevelt who once stated that: “the future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” You’ve got to have a dream—a big dream indeed, and begin to achieve them in order to have a brighter future for your life and that of your loved ones or family. This is why your NOW Life—short term goals determines your NEXT Life—impact goals or long term goals which will help you to continually live your best life with a future of unlimited possibilities. That future is what God wants for you and it can begin right NOW!

			



	

CHAPTER ONE 

SUCCESS BEGINS WITH DETERMINATION & BELIEF

			“Think little goals and expect little achievements. Think big goals and win big success.”

			—David J. Schwartz

			“The best day of your life is the one on which you decide your life is your own.

			No apologies or excuses. No one to lean on, rely on, or blame. The gift is yours – it is an amazing journey – and you alone are responsible for the quality of it. This is the day your life really begins.”

			—Bob Moawad

			WHAT YOU DON’T BELIEVE, YOU WON’T BECOME!

			Our successfulness means our personal prosperity—the ability to live our best life now. It means having adequate resources—finances to meet our daily needs; a good car, a modest home, financial security and freedom; providing more than enough for our households, giving our children and our loved ones the best and yes—what they deserve. Our success means actualizing our set goals, living above mediocrity, winning big in life, being a person to look up to—an inspiration and mentor in community and societal affairs—a person of significance both in familial standards, commerce and industry, ministry, or social life. This is why I agree with Barbara de Angelis who once noted that: “We need to find the courage to say no to the things and people that are not serving us if we want to rediscover ourselves and live our lives with authenticity.” Therefore, our ability to lead a successful life—our best life now means that we must rediscover ourselves, live with authenticity of that-self and not trying to be someone else. We must also have access to material resources or simply put—adequate finances to meet our daily needs. It entails that we will need to take necessary risks, make mistakes and learn from them, do things that will inconvenience us at some point—walk the opposite direction of our comfort zones, and live above the fear of failure and defeat. Living our best life now requires living for Godly driven purposes and standards, working hard for what we believe, avoiding to live for small things such as mediocrity, hypocrisy and bitterness. It demands that we will not surrender to mediocrity by any means, but must keep our commitment to stand up for big things in life, winning life’s battles and living in abundance and significance. This is why the power to do lays in determination—believing in you, that yes—you can do all things through Christ’s strength.

			I have not seen anyone who attains a threshold of success who failed to launch offensive against urgent, but unimportant things that yearns for their time and attention. Living your best life now means that you must live above the frustrations that the fear of the unknown and avoiding doing the uncommon brings. Ultimately, our larger goal for living our best life now is to live for significance and in abundance, freed from the noise and worries of hardship and unmet material needs.

			What you don’t believe, you won’t become. There is something grand and unique that happens to you the moment you realize the super you in you, your net worth—that you are saleable, and that you can do greater and uncommon things in life. When you believe in yourself and understand your net human capital, not only will you experience new levels of favor, but you will benefit disproportionately from new found opportunities God and good people will position and deposit into your life as good things will start to happen to you and pursue you. This is why our minds and bodies need good health to enjoy life and be able to do what we need to do for God and for others on a daily continuum. After speaking one day to hundreds of graduate students who were professionals from diverse allied health workforce and other health related backgrounds who were completing their graduate or doctoral degrees, one fellow from that audience—a gentle man rushed after me as I was heading to the elevator to go over to my hotel room from the ball room. He told me that I was talking to him in that audience and asks if I could spare him a few minutes of my time. I agreed.

			In a few minutes, we were comfortably seated in the hotel lobby. This energetic fellow, a graduate with dual advanced (masters degrees) in Nursing Science and Healthcare Administration narrated the story of his life. How he loved his job; his family, and his ambition of earning more and having financial freedom. Sadly, he has never accomplished the latter goal. As I sat in that hotel lobby, having spoken that day on the topic of believing in you—the power to achieve, I was tired of hearing this fellow repeat his story of failure. So I cut him short. I asked: “What have you done about achieving your dream”? His response was something common that I have repeatedly heard from folks who disbelieved in their own abilities which usually go like this: I’m working towards it.

			In response I said, how many hours during the week do you spare to do something to develop yourself and your set goal apart from your current employment as a hospital administrator working 9 a.m. to 5p.m. Mondays through Friday? Again, this gentleman responded: that’s exactly what I am saying that, I’m working towards it. I work 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays through Friday, and I do one 12 hour registry shift most weekends to save enough money to start my dream business at some point. I have always loved to own something for myself. At that point, I spoke with authority, since he wanted my help and I needed to be honest.

			I replied: You have not demonstrated much seriousness to translate your dream into reality at this point if you want me to be honest. That’s why you will also work the whole week this coming week, and work one more extra day during next weekend. Looking at how disappointedly surprised this fellow was, since I could not get it after all the explanations that yes—indeed, he has been working hard towards his goal of financial freedom, I asked: At what point did you develop the business plan of your dream business? Predictably, his response was this: I haven’t developed one yet, but am going to work on it soon. At that point, I felt like ending the meeting and just walk away. In response, I said: impressive!

			“You have not reached your dream of financial success and freedom, because you self-sabotage your goal and disbelieve yourself and your internal capacity as a result of the way you think and act.”

			Believing in you, the power to do and the ability to achieve starts the moment you make out time for your goal by yourself, and draw a line between what is urgent and important for your success and what is not, and plan on how to achieve them. If you fail to discipline yourself today, count your cost, and implement these things, I see you five years from now repeating the same mistakes and each time, coming short of your goals—financial freedom. After I “scolded” this over qualified fellow with two advanced degrees, to destroy the negative power of working for long hours in his “two jobs” and start making time for to achieve his dreams of financial freedom by channeling some of that energy to invest in himself, the things he intends to accomplish, how to accomplish them, and to check his available resources, strength and weaknesses, he ask me how to develop a good business plan and for some additional resources.

			Unlike me, in cases like this, when I reach this level of discussion with a client or “stranger” I would have asked him to follow up with me and pay for consulting fees, but something deep within me—the grace of God at work asked me to wave that protocol for this over qualified gentleman who has been trapped for far too long. Willingly, I shared some few ideas with him, recommend him some great books to read, and gave him some other assignments right in that hotel lobby. We ended the discussion. He was very grateful and thanked me excessively as we each parted. I did not receive an email or a call from this gentleman as he promised until one year later. And guess what, after my meeting with this fellow where I respectfully challenged and denounced everything he had been taught to do to rise to the top and achieve financial freedom, he told me that from that hotel lobby that day, he did a soul searching of his life and all the mistakes he inescapably have repeated. Right there, he agreed that yes—he has the power within him, to do greater things with his life, earn more, and do better than he ever has done. Beginning from that point onwards, he decided to draw a line between what was urgent and important in his life and what was not and settled on a strategy to authenticate his dream and life goals. What followed is that he quit his weekend 12 hour registry job, disciplined himself by caving out time to develop his million dollar ideas that have been dormant for years. He decided to stop self-sabotaging his dream of financial freedom and to develop himself as well. He also made extensive use of the resources and books I recommended him in order to investigate success as well as following up on the contacts I provided him with, and these contacts helped him immediately to developed good business plan for his limited liability company which was duly registered in less than three months from the time I met with him at the hotel lobby.

			The business that was born out of that discussion placed this gentleman to earn extra cash—a six figure income by the time he called me almost 24 months later. Jokingly, after he had shared the good news of his unexpected financial breakthrough, I asked: How is your 9a.m. to 5 p.m. administrative job you said you love the other time coming along? He responded: when I realized I actually made a six figure income from my business by investing handsomely to develop myself and my life goals, I saw that I have been wasting much of my life and my potentials in that nursing unit for so many years. So, few months ago, I quit my full time job. I believe strongly in my own abilities. I said to myself, if I could make this much by quitting my weekend job, I am potentially looking at being a millionaire by this time next year. My advice to you as you read on is this: If you must be a person of great significance to this society, by all means plan not to retire working from the cubicles no matter the pay package. Shine with all that you are created to be.

			It Could Happen To You

			While everyone’s success story may not turn out to be exactly like the fellow in our story above, majority of you who might have the opportunity of reading this book are nothing different like this fellow. You may not need two advanced degrees; a master of business administration, or other advanced degrees to become extremely successful and live your best life now. If you are one of the very few in our world with a population of 7 billion who is favored to read this book, you are over qualified to out-earn this gentleman in our story if you are determined to believe and do something about your ability to earn more by implementing what you will learn from this book. Your ability to reach financial freedom may elude you in life if you only work 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. or 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. or 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. whichever you prefer, and retire at age 65! It was Stephen Covey who stated that: “The key is not to prioritize what’s on your schedule, but to schedule your priorities.” If your goal is to live your best life now, you must learn to schedule your life priorities.

			If you are continuing to think the way you do and disbelieve your potentials by doubting yourself—your own abilities to do uncommon things, you will never experience immense success and become relevant to solving humanity’s many problems before your time expire. You cannot continue to believe, act, or do things the way you have always done it and expect to get a different result at any point in your life. What I want to assure you is this: If you think victory, you will not fail. If you can believe within yourself that yes—you deserve any or all of these things described above, then, it means that you are interested to live your best life now. It proves that you want to enjoy your everyday life, living for great things, accomplishing greater goals and success and having access to life necessities. But how can you do these without the tools to grant you the power to do! By having access to this book, you have invested into a life-long stock opportunity that will prepare you and provide you with limitless dividends of personal and holistic prosperity. For this reason, I encourage you to identify your priorities.

			The intelligence to select this book means that you are set to join others who are living their best life now. If doing these things, achieving success and living in happiness is what you have always wanted for yourself, your children, or your household and loved ones, then you need to disbelieve and deactivate what I describe as the Programmatic Doubting System [PDS] the enemy, your past experiences, friends with small minds, and the noise of “you can’t win big” the society has installed in your mind. The reason is this: You are never too old to dream new dreams or to achieve new heights of success. What you need to achieve what you have always wanted out of your life is to believe that yes—the audacity of God’s grace can grant you the ability to think successfully and eat the good fruits of the land. If you believe that God’s audacious grace has the power and can push you to finish rich and help you to achieve everything you set your mind to accomplish, so long as you believe and live in the will of God, you will do. But hello—it takes more than a wishful thinking; it lies in the power to do. The power to do is what I describe as determination!

			You cannot defeat life struggles, poverty, poor or bad choices, sinful behaviors, failure, setback, and most sicknesses due to poor health choices or poor health infrastructure; lack of financial flow, or overcome life obstacles if you are not determined to. On the path to life greater successes lays many odds, mistakes, limitations, negative circumstances, and user-friendly individuals and people with small minds. You can never win big and be a person of great significance if you are not determined. If you think victory, you will always succeed, for success begins with determination. And guess what? What you don’t believe, you wouldn’t become. The 21st chapter of the gospel of Matthew (21:22 NIV) confirmed that: “if you believe, [i.e. if you have the faith of God] you will get anything you ask for in prayer.”

			Assassinate Negativity

			As an ordained minister and an entrepreneur, I have seen many people chasing success, trying to out-earn their peers and reach their goals and dreams in life. However, success has eluded majority of these people. The major problem for most of these people is that they delude themselves into believing that success will approach them without the audacity of God’s grace and their ability to strategically think and implement these hard-work-out-thoughts and powerful God given and Holy-Spirit driven ideas into action. Being proactive provides you a new horizon for earning power and the ability to undertake purpose driven tasks. The ability to doubt or disbelieve in yourself, neglecting to study and investigate success, being inpatient, and having negative attitude or mindset towards yourself, your set goal or towards others are key predictors of failure. That is why I want you to understand this: You cannot attain success or live a positive-driven life and/or have a positive outlook to life with a negative attitude or mindset within.

			My major reason for saying that you learn to assassinate negativity and slay urgent but not- important things that yearns for your attention by all means is that you will never climb up in life unless you do so. Negativity will only take away from you, it will not add up anything positive to you if your dream is to live your best life now. It is in our minds that every action we exhibit takes their roots. Every attitude that hatches our faith, our perspectives and perceptions are formulated in our mind. They determine the quality control of or the products of our everyday lives both personally and professionally. The power to do, to excel and to win new levels of favors and victories when carefully branded in our minds keep us on track. It helps us to become higher achievers and performers. When the products of our thoughts are manufactured in the factory, powered by the audacity of God’s grace, God begins to perform the impossible and pushes us over to the top. That way, we become fruitful and finish rich too.

			What Works For My Mind is Grace

			Excitedly for me, the audacity of God’s grace is powerful enough to transform our minds and gives us a success warrant to live our best life now when fully conceived or embraced. The audacity of God’s grace can remake you and facilitate your ability to live your best life now. It can give you that direction you have sought for far too long, and yes—it changes lives, promote holistic development, and most importantly, it guarantees prosperity. But how can you experience what you don’t believe? It all begins with your mind to believe in the tenacity of God’s grace, and understand that the grace of God has every tool your lives’ success will depend on. This is why you must automate your mind to work success for you.

			Think Successfully

			While poor people and majority of the middle class think of “survival,” how to survive life now, how to meet up with the next month rent, the millionaires do not just think about or concentrate on what is before them now—today, they however think and plan in decades. How successful are you performing in the areas of your everyday life you deem to be the most important to you? To succeed, you need to strategically plan for now and what is next. I believe strongly that your ability to live your best life now is a product of how you planned yesterday. That yesterday plan is what makes up the next big, rewarding, and beautiful too. How much have you invested in the audacity of God’s grace to develop yourself, guide you and give you the success warrant—the ability to think successfully? Are you barely surviving or struggling? Are you living from pay check to pay check or living your life’s goals and dreams? I believe that what you believe and how you think yesterday has much to do with how you live now. Think Success and reap prosperity. You are a person with power and immense influence. You can make a lot of wonderful things happen around you and others.

			Don’t Settle For Mediocrity

			When Jesus taught his followers how to pray in the Christian Scriptures according to the 11th chapter of Luke (11:3 NLT), Jesus asked God to “give us each day, the food we need, some other versions says our daily bread.” By implication, Jesus was not trying to teach us how to keep on living in mediocrity, neither was the focal point of his teaching to stop us from strategically planning our lives now and the next. Jesus was rather teaching us the secret to higher living: to raise our expectations higher each day, to avoid mediocrity and to believe God that yes—by his audacious grace, God has the capacity to provide us with opportunities and daily life-necessities to help us live well and become successful, since men and women will not depend or live on food (bread) alone, but by believing and depending on the power of God’s every promised word (Matthew 4:4). The idea included daily overcoming temptations that could scuttle our destinies and asking God for the forgiveness of our sins and the sins others commit against us. This meant that those aspiring for a higher calling and who wants to remain relevant in solving some of world’s or human problems by becoming greater achievers must slay bitterness, for bitterness is the birthing place of mediocrity. The reason is this: an unforgiven person is a bitter person.

			“Bitterness is the birthing place of mediocrity”

			Such individual will not think or link success, rather they are programmed to think evil against others. When you cannot think good of other people, how do you expect good things to happen to you? A bitter person is unfulfilled and cannot function maximally. The model of prayer Jesus taught his followers here included that we ask God for unfailing provision of our material needs and opportunities that brighten our daily lives and that of others. These opportunities translate into the decoration of our daily lives with success and material blessings continuously. This is why Jesus poured his spirit in our minds if we believe. It is when we forgive each other that God forgives us. When we are forgiven, the Spirit of God will have access to our minds. It is when we teach our minds to refuse to be bitter that our minds become healthy in the power of God’s Spirit who enables us, to become productive and live for significance.

			You Can Live For Significance

			When we refuse to live in bitterness, our mind is able to function optimally. As it’s the case, one of the primary assignments of the Holy Spirit is to give us the ability to think successfully. This is why the enemy is principally interested in your mind in order to remote control your thoughts and actions to smallness. The good news is this: if you give your mind and your thoughts to the leadership of God’s grace, your life will remain beautifully powerful and influential. This is how you are able to live a life of significance. Those who live for significance make peoples’ day. They add fun and meaning to life. An individual who live for significance is not selfish. Such a person is unafraid of new challenges life and circumstances bring their way. A person who lives for significance is driven by set goals. The end product is greater achievements and accomplishments that brighten lives. This is why most people that I know who live for significance experience real joy. They are happier, wealthier; more successful, fulfilled and fun-filled too. I believe that you can live for significance by living with a vision that incorporate the well doing of others. It was Winston Churchill who once noted that, the moments we make our life the center of all lives, human and divine relationships are destroyed. Building a vision that incorporates others and refusing to live in bitterness will aid you to live for significance. This is why everyone who intends to live their best life now must resolve to do something every single day that moves them towards their major life goals because goals are like the fuel in the furnace of achievement.

			Things Can Change

			After spending a number of years in school through formal education, I thought I had reached success when I gained entrance into a career pathway. I was in the graduate school, my ‘now’ and future looked bright by my standards then, and with just less than one quarter away to the completion of one, out of my two Master’s degrees. It was about this time, in the winter of 2007 that my life was hit with such an unprecedented tragedy. Before this time, life was fun. My children were doing well. My wife’s nursing career blossomed. I had greater career prospects for upward mobility as I was completing that graduate program.

			It was in Loma Linda University Medical Center in the earlier part of 2008, after a marathon of hospital admissions and re-admissions and medical procedures that begun from Park View Hospital in Riverside to the University of California Irvin Medical Center in Orange County during the early morning hours of January 8, 2007 that God revealed the audacity of his grace to me. However, it was not until after a surgery, performed by a renowned Nigerian-born physician, Dr. Okechukwu Ojogho, [the then Surgeon-in-chief of the transplant department of Loma Linda University Medical Center] which lasted for almost 12-hours in the April of 2008 that my life was changed forever. This health crisis came with a whooping health-related price-tag of almost $300,000.00 before, during and after the surgery. Beginning from the winter of 2007, I realized how fragile life could be, and the efficacy and inexplicability of the grace that restores and works wonders too! This was how things changed about my life. It was about this time that it dawn on me that we too often delimit the potentialities of God’s grace as well as his restorative power which is so powerful, and what God can accomplish in us when we believe.

			I Was Working Because I Had to

			About this time, my wife and I had a combined income of about $100,000 annually. We had almost no savings here or there. As my health conditioned worsened, I lost my ability to work and my ministry too, leaving my wife, a registered nurse to take two jobs and disproportionately carry the financial burden of our young family. All along, we had great ideas, business strategies and plans we have written and saved in our personal computer—the computer I have described to my numerous audiences as the “STUPID Computer” with the thought of setting them up “someday” (STUPID here is my acronym for—Standardized Timely Utility Processing Intelligent Department). It was this STUPID computer that featured my very first official business plan that I wrote myself and some, my wife, which has become part of our success story. With my health failing me steadily by the day and stress being the biggest trigger that causes my life to fall apart, I knew we had to set up a business that will work for my life, not something that I will have to work for.

			For a long time I had dreamt of waking up in the morning and going to work because I wanted to, not because I had to. The reason is this: If you got out of bed today and went to work because failure to do so will equal to your dismissal, I perceive that you have two major problems you may need to resolve at some point in your life. First, money is significantly in control of your life, not you in control of money. The second problem is this: your work as well as your boss or organization that employed you is significantly in charge of the quality control of your everyday life and what happens to your overall well-being and financial velocity.

			You Were Created to Control Money

			The fact is that God created you in ways that your needs for money will be limited. That was God’s original plan for you. You were created to control material resources—money. Work was something to do to leisurely avoid unnecessary laziness and be productive. In order words, you were created to be the one controlling money and not money controlling your life. As a new immigrant to the United States who barely has spent five years in the US then, I recall that I was sparse with funds to set up a business—at best I thought. Just like every other person wanting to start a business, I mistakenly thought that people that own small businesses have to first have a perfect credit score and successfully secure a good big business loan or gather a handsome amount of money to venture into the world of business. But that whole idea was wrong!

			The reason is this:

			“It takes a vigilant person with a vision to start small and yet dream big to succeed in the world of entrepreneurship.”

			The key thing is to have the will and determination, doing your market research well by assessing the industry of choice and scheduling your priorities by developing yourself. What you need to understand is that money always goes to developed people. When you develop yourself, a line of product, or a good business that is in demand, people will look out for you and pay you for your innovation or for your services. This is the magic behind the success of major business tycoons. This is also mostly true for many start-up business men and women, for it is a proven way to climb up in the ladder of success. Your ability to create wealth and control money lies in equipping yourself by investigating the success of the chosen business field that you want to venture into; plus a lot of exuberant praises to God—thanking him in advance for the power of his promised word of your success, and praying steadily to God for wisdom to start even with the littlest funds—this I will confirm later. Is this not one of the reasons why the Apostle Paul encouraged his audience according to the fourth chapter of Philippians (4:6 NLT) where he said: “Don’t worry about anything; instead pray about everything; Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he will do in advance.” Afterwards, isn’t that what the audacity of God’s grace is about; to extraordinarily make people something from absolutely nothing?

			Investigate Success & Develop Yourself

			Many years ago, I came to the United States with nothing much in my wallet than hope. I came with my young family as an international student with just a little over $250.00 left in my wallet after I had paid my first quarter tuition and fees [about $4000.00 something U.S. Dollars] for the graduate school from Nigeria. The good thing is that I came with loads of hope that God, through his grace will grant me the ability to succeed and do exploits. How amazing? When I arrived in the U.S., I had no mentors to look up to, so I decided from that Cold Fall in California to be my own mentor. At the first few months of my arrival to the United States, I was flabbergasted with the level of advancement that I saw in commerce and industry. At first, I hissed. I was overwhelmed. I was a little intimidated. However, I quickly reminded myself that a person on a mission must clearly reconcile their goal. For a goal-keeper or decision maker without a deadline will have no urgency to keep moving forward. So as Martin Luther King Jr. will say I reminded myself that: “If you can’t fly then run. If you can’t run then walk. If you can’t walk, then crawl. But whatever you do, you have to keep moving forward.”

			Therefore, I began immediately to study my new environment and what it meant to set up a small business. I studied success by investigating it with an open mind, and invested into financial education by reading several books on entrepreneurship and empowerment; attending seminars on success that helped develop and shape my mind. I have been a minister and an educator by profession. I have always loved Jesus, but I have always believed deeply in financial success. I had no formal business training or educational background in finance and/or business management. A few folks that I knew and shared my dreams of wanting to start a business as a new immigrant discouraged me steadily and some questioned my reasons for wanting to set up a business when my health was not strong enough, and my wife and I still made about a hundred thousand US dollars annually. What more do I want out of life? I struggled with the thought. Was going into business at this point the right path to undertake? The United States was heading into a defining recession. Jobs were lost steadily. Real estate crisis loomed in the nation and California was one of the hardest hit as the state was broke. Am I not becoming greedy and ungrateful to God? I thought repeatedly. This is where many people make the “microscopic” mistake that turns out to become the macro-mistake that ruins their dreams and self-sabotage their financial freedom.

			Don’t Look For Free Advice

			If you want to be successful, the key is this: don’t look for free advice. Free advice is cheap advice.

			“Looking for free advice will sabotage your earning power and potentials.”

			Invest in getting meaningful advice with people who have become successful. This is why the books you read, the people you mingle with, or the programs you invest your time in matters in the issues of your success. Someone once said that: “It doesn’t matter how smart you are. It doesn’t matter how talented you are, which skills you have, where you are born, or which family you came from. All that counts if you want to be successful in life is the people you surround yourself with.” This is true. I know how much I have personally invested in paying consultants to grow my businesses or develop myself. Success has a price tag. This is why you never should go about, looking for free advice to grow your net worth or business. You will never grow them! Becoming successful means that you must be willing to spend a good amount of your scares resources and sacrifice some of your personal pleasure. If you are thinking of success, be willing to pay for consultations, purchase books on empowerment and attend seminars or webinars on financial success and learn from successful people and other strategies on how to do better than you are doing now. The problem is that most people do not “waste their time royally” by investing in, and studying empowerment literatures. Remember: Success does not come easy! Your chance for winning a super lotto is almost non-existent if that is what you are looking for.

			People Who Succeeded Had to Learn Secrets

			You have a whole cloud of witnesses in terms of seminars, coaching and mentorship workshops and books on entrepreneurship. Amazon.com marketplace is a great resource for books that help you self-develop and to tap into wealth creation, and grow your intellectual-mind liberating net worth and knowledge capital on success. There are so many folks who want to do better in their finances as well as their children and yet, they have never read for an example, a page or chapter from Author Robert T. Kiyosaki “Rich Dad, Poor Dad: What the Rich Teach Their Kids about Money—That the Poor and the Middle Class Do Not!.” Studying to earn a degree, to pass a board exam, to get a licensure or certificate is good. What can equal formal education? However, studying textbooks for principles and fundamentals of public health or anatomy and physiology 101, use of English, Principles of Marketing or Accounting, and American History etc. to pass a course in college and get an “A” grade will only make many people smart enough to survive economic hardship as they may escape poverty by getting a job afterwards if they are lucky. Acquiring skills, receiving formal education, or having a diploma are necessary as they certainly will be valuable to you and society. But there is more. Everyone who succeeded and won BIG in life had to go beyond formal education by receiving a diploma in mind-liberation education. For me, this is the beginning point to financial freedom that the rich has learnt to teach their children over generations!

			Becoming Successful & Wealthy Takes More than Formal Education

			For many people who did not share in the fortune of having families who passed wealth along to them, becoming successful and wealthy will take far more than just formal education. Going to school and earning an advanced degree is great. However, there is more wealth you can create with your million dollar ideas [thought management] than more wealth you can earn with those diplomas hanging on your wall if you pursue a 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. career pathway after college or graduate school and retire that way.

			Your financial freedom will not come by earning degrees upon degrees alone. It will happen to you the moment you realize the super you in you and make use of your talents, skills thought credentials and thought potentials and then, the degrees you earn from formal education. Thought management is what many people need to earn more because in thought management, knowledge well harnessed is the power to do! But it must begin with getting a diploma in mind-empowerment education first, because you are a very powerful and intelligent person. Years back, one secondary (high) school I attended had its motto as: Knowledge is Power. While this motto sounded great, I perceive it has two real time problems that our school Principal never told us about. The first problem is that majority of us were taught that gaining or “accruing” more academic knowledge through higher education—knowledge is the only major pathway—the power to gain wealth. Sadly and secondly, the other problem with this motto which is still popular in many educational settings today is its failure to state that: Knowledge is power only when put to excellent or exceptional use. Many people who want success believe it is wise to use formal education as their manufacturing plant, a warehouse where knowledge that translates into wealth and riches are stored. This is only but half-truth.

			Interestingly enough, the true life story of people like the former Chairman of Citizens International Bank, the late Dike Udensi Ifegwu—a Nigerian multibillionaire, who only had a 7th grade formal education proved that formal education—an MBA or advanced degrees is not necessarily a pre-requisite to becoming extremely wealthy and successful. At just 24 years old in 1975, the late Dike Udensi had gone into real estate and had built and completed a two storey building—apartments of six flats. Later he will have other real estate’s investments in places like Lome Togo, UK, and the USA.

			While in his twenties, the young Dike Udensi who never completed a high school (secondary school) education except receiving a 7th grade education (passing JSS 1—Junior Secondary School Class One) graduated from thought management—mind liberating education and commissioned his mind into business opportunities of large scale importation and distribution of various household goods and products and drew the attention of the then four major Nigerian banks: Union Bank, First Bank, United Bank of Africa (UBA) and Afribank. At a young age of 30 in 1981, of the 20 major factories that had its presence and establishments in the Aba metropolis of Eastern Nigeria, the late Udensi had three namely: Dubic Breweries (brewers of Dubic Beer—the first Nigerian indigenous company to solely establish a brewery that produced Dubic Beer), Dubic Industries, and Unijoy Paper Mills. At his 39th birthday in 1990, the late Udensi was already the majority shareholder in two Nigerian banks: Alpha Merchant bank and Citizens International Bank where he was already a chairman of the bank. History has showcased others like the late Dike Udensi in America who were higher achievers and successful multibillionaires who never completed a university education like those of Bill Gates of Microsoft Word, Steve Jobs of Apple Computers, and Mark Zuckerberg of Facebook among other numerous billionaires that do not have a first degree to their name, and yet they are self-made significant billionaires and people whose ideas has influenced and changed all of us today. They made their fortunes with the product of their mind-liberating education—ideas that flows from their thoughts and the power to do—determination even before investors started knocking on their doors.

			Poverty Is In the Mind

			As you will discover later in this book, poverty is in your mind! This is one of the strongest arguments raised in this book. With my experience, I have learned that it is our mindset, informed by our thoughts and actions or thinking patterns that defeat or promote our lives and determine our level of success. Many years ago when I first immigrated to the US, after repeated discouragement from folks whom I thought will energize me towards my destiny [i.e. serving God selflessly and reaping a harvest of financial freedom], I began to do more than pray. I decided to become stubborn for my own success. I started to question what my belief system for success was about. Get stuck by an income of about one hundred thousand [$100.000] for a whole year and clap for maximizing my potentials? Who am I? What is my life purpose and calling? How do I become a person of influence and significance for this generation? How do I help to reach the redemptive potentialities of my ministry and help finance this kingdom message? How do I become a force for positive social change in my community and for this generation? I knew within my mind that I could do better than I was doing even with my health crisis because tough times never last.

			Be Confident in Dreaming Great Dreams

			This was how I became confident in my own dreams and became an achiever. This is what I describe as self-motivated empowerment. What is the essence of faith if not for taking a risk of believing in accomplishing bigger things and having greater confidence in things not seen (leap of faith) and the substance of those things we hope for to accomplish or become (purpose driven vision) (Hebrew 11:1)?

			“A person with faith has greater expectations because faith makes you to have sight and see what others don’t.”

			It was in the middle of these struggles that I lost my mother whom I have not seen in five years. My world was in chaos! It was as if the enemy unleashed his police dog to attack me and trail me every step of the way, trying so hard to steal my purpose and joy. As I quietly planned to fly across the Atlantic Ocean over to West Africa against my doctors and my wife’s wishes who knew how precarious my health condition had become, just to say a final goodbye—the funeral service of a mother that I so strongly loved and that I missed terribly, just three days to embark on this trip, on March 9, 2008, I was rushed to the emergency room almost a dead man from where I will be hospitalized and remain for the next eight weeks. That was how I never get a chance to see my beloved mother at least one more time which hurts me for a number of years.

			As a minister, I have been privileged to always pray for people, comfort and counsel them. In fact, in one of the churches I once served in the pastoral staff, my area of primary assignment was outreach/nurture and prayer ministries because I am a man that believes strongly in the power of prayer. I had always thought that I was a very strong man, and strong men of God of course do not cry—I falsely thought. However, about this time, I felt that life has been so unfair to me in a number of ways. Many of the nights I will cry to God while I pray and fall asleep. In one such night, I was almost at the point of death. I could hardly breathe; I was beginning to lose it all. And somehow that night, something so supernaturally out of the ordinary happened to me.

			Pray To Be Overpowered

			Out of nowhere that night, I was overpowered to receive such a supernatural increase and audacity in my spirit; an audacity of God’s flowing grace with currency indeed, which was so intensely egregious. It overtook me. It vibrated my veins and shook my life. I knew it had to be the arrival of the Lion of Judah in my life—the power of God’s unending grace gave me another chance for life. Before this supernatural visitation that night, I was beginning to be enveloped by darkness, as the enemy kept ringing it loudly in my ears that it was my time to die. But I fought back! I recalled that God has not given me the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind (2 Timothy 2:7 NKJV). I refused to give in to the lies of the enemy and blockage my mind not to think about negativity as the enemy makes it so intense to convince me to give up and believe the lie. I refused to agree in my mind to die that night. Before this time, I had lost my ability to perform most of my activities of daily living. But it was in the middle of this battle that night, that I regained power to do, and began to unleash words of power and confessed positively that premature death was not an option for my life.

			There Is Power in Your Confessed & Spoken Words

			This is why our words and the declarations we make for our lives are more powerful than we know it. As I struggled to breathe, I prayed and became louder and louder in my affirmation that I am going to live to raise those children, to be their mentor, to be the husband and lover that I have promised my wife to be; to rebuild the walls of our collapsing ministry that God has entrusted in my care, and to build those businesses that needed to empower people from diverse backgrounds, and alleviate, suffering or banish people and communities from poverty. The more I decreed and made those declarations, the more tears ran down my cheeks. As I released these supernatural words into my life taking authority from Jesus, and doing something I never ever have done in prayer, I saw that I became stronger and happier and stronger that night. Few days past, and my surgery was scheduled. Before this time, the surgery has been delayed for over one year and three months because it was a very complicated and high risk case to embark on. The surgeon-in-chief of the transplant department of Loma Linda University Medical Center then, who was personally in charge of my case and the medical community had decided to try every other option available without carrying out the surgery. As each of these options failed, the only option left was to carry out the surgery for either it kept me alive or kill me.

			You Will Need Intercession

			My wife and I and our extended families were always on our knees in intercession. Friends and Church members prayed fervently. My case was an unfamiliar one. I had pancreatic stones with more than thirty stones lodged in my pancreas. It was only during the surgery that the medical team discovered that the computed tomography (CT) scans which was being used to study my body has inefficiently conveyed the extent of damages and the nature of things inside my system. First, the spleen had been badly damaged, an internal pus formed, and the gall bladder affected plus thrombosis and other complicated issues. In the battle to save my life during the surgery, both the spleen and gall bladder were removed completely from my system. After my prolonged stay in the hospital, the enemy came from another direction the day we made it back to my home where I opted to convalesce. But the power of God through intercessory prayers prevailed. Those who want to live their best life now must learn to pray. Prayer works!

			Determination Is Key

			If you are thinking of success in life, determination and prayer is your beginning point, for it is a key you will always need to duplicate and have spares throughout your life journey. As I was being carried out of the car when I got home, discharged from the hospital after spending two months, which left me unable to walk on my own, just at the door of our house, my wife received a phone call from the hospital where she had her second job as a registered nurse and you can guess what the three words that followed the message were: You Are Fired! It sounded thunderous or like a bullet to her ears. Fired? She replied. And the caller answered affirmatively and went on to narrate how she had failed to show up to work, on the exact date that I had undergone the surgery of which she had communicated her nursing supervisor that she was not going to be available for work that particular day because I was going under the knife. What a lateral violence? As we received that call that afternoon, right there, we knew that we have got to depend on what no man, no system, or any employer can give us—the audacity of God’s grace to help us think successfully and reach our dream. We were more determined to succeed than ever before. We decided to go south—the opposite direction of what we had been taught about how to succeed under the definitions of American dream. For the next several days and months, my wife and I was on a battle on how to survive life and meet our financial obligations—and these are two highly educated people with great degrees!

			Activate Your Faith & Learn to Release

			From this time onwards, we knew it was about time to activate our faith and release them in the hands of the master provider and sustainer—the powerful God, who graciously loves. We had every legitimate reason to sue the hospital for this injustice. Every friend, family, or people that heard how my wife was fired from her job asked us to proceed on a lawsuit. In this type of case, there are lawyers who were willing to give the hospital a fight over this case without taking a dime from us. But we knew there was more to this, for: “The weapons of our warfare are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish [every] strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:4 NIV). It was in the middle of these crises that my entrepreneurial journey will begin proper in the United States with the launching of our first major business. My wife will resign from her full time job few months later as a registered nurse. This is why you don’t need to panic with people who gloat over your glory, and yet, who do not know your story. The audacity that the grace of God downloaded into our lives, the mindset for success, the power to do and achieve, to dream bigger and afresh; to hold God accountable to deliver his promises over our lives, and the assurance that my wife and I were going to live our best life and rise to the top no matter the odds or what it takes was borne about this time.

			The Night Is Always Darker Before Day Break

			In the following months we passed through the valley and shadow of past due bills, and late payments; storms and fires of financial disaster and the “terror of calls” from the collection agencies, which I will never forget. I saw first-hand, that there was nothing good and ‘Godful’ about poverty and a life of struggle. We lost one of our cars to repossession as I personally drove it back to the dealership followed with many other great losses. I hated poverty with everything within me. At one point when the heat was so intense, I began to blame myself and question why I was in this mess in the first place. I saw and experienced what poverty and pressure can do on our psych. We were leaving on unemployment checks. Things were not adding up at all. Then, I was beginning to re-think and re-consider what I have been taught over the years to be the pathway to success. Get a job! Keep the job! Retire from the job or die while you are a loyal employee. In one of those dark nights before our day break, I pressured my wife to leave our new found business in my care and management and go back and pick up her bedside nursing job at one of the hospitals she once worked as a registered nurse in Orange County, California.

			Interestingly enough, the hospital was very willing to rehire my wife according to her terms—full time, per diem, or part time because of her big heart for patients care, her team spirit and exceptional career skills and qualifications. I will always remain thankful to God, that for the first time in our marital life, my wife was very determined to not listen to me, her parents, or my parents and defied every reasonable argument, logic, counsel, or prayer to go back to pick up a paid job as a registered nurse in any hospital whatsoever, no matter the pay package. She stubbornly and sternly resisted the whole idea, as if it was a deadly virus! She had other great ideas. She reminded me that God has always been bigger than our problems and knew what God wanted for our lives. She refused my counsels and hated to discuss the matter. For the very first time and thankfully, the very last time in our relational life, we had a quarrel we could not settle within 24 hours.

			Be Stubborn For Your Success

			My wife was very stubborn for our success. She chose to stay away from bedside nursing career even in the middle of a deep recession in the U.S when hospitals were not hiring nurses. She automated her mind to work for our success in the promised power of God’s word to supply our needs according to his riches in glory. One of those days, my wife reminded me one of the vows I once made to myself that as long as I live and as God gives me the grace, I was not going to be poor, or struggle through life to make a living. At one point, we had to temporarily pull our children away from the private early childhood learning education they were enrolled because we could no longer afford to pay their fees. It was terrible! I could have given into bitterness. I had every legitimate reason to become desperate and depressed; and yet, I decided to choose joy and success.

			“Those who are not stubborn for their own success will not achieve excellence.”

			I chose to see the brighter side of life. I chose joy, thankfulness, peace, love, and happiness over bitterness and decided that each of those unpleasant days was going to be lived with a purpose and direction and for the best too. It is for this reason that I strongly believe in determination because according to Mario Andretti, in the journey for success, “desire is the key to motivation, but it’s the determination and commitment to an unrelenting pursuit of your goal — a commitment to excellence — that will enable you to attain the success you seek.”

			Love Wins

			This is why it is urgent and important to have two crazy people who are crazy about their love for each other and crazy to work together and become a success story. As I reminisce over what kept us strong, united in our differences and not tore us apart in the latter days of our nights before our day break, I knew it had to be real and genuine love, founded in the principle of agape. Our love for each other won over our disagreements. True love indeed, wins! Again, this is where and when most couples make the most expensive desperate mistakes of their lives like going for the cheap option of an unnecessary divorce. Even in our adversity, I believe that we can choose to be happy. In times of adversity, those who are courageous will see opportunity. It’s all in our minds. It’s a choice we have to make or not make. To live each day with a sense of purpose, humor, smile, and to make the most out of our everyday life, thus living at our best even in the middle of life difficulties. We can chose faith in the God of unlimited possibilities by standing strong and undefeated, for when we do so, our dreams and love cannot be compromised. This is why we must learn that life is about purpose. If you have nothing much you are living for, chances are that you will give in easily to mediocrity. But if you are purpose driven, you discover that love wins.

			In times of adversity, those who are courageous will see opportunity.

			Invest Your Energy Into Good Use

			My wife—who remains my number one friend, confidant, and lover and I in our days of adversity and financial disaster invested our energy, our days and evenings into good use by researching for, and investigating success. We invested handsomely into devotion and prayer and asking God to turn around the ugly with beauty and the ordinary works of our hands into extraordinary favor and success. For whatever reason, the more I struggled to succeed, the more I discovered that the measure of our success depends on our mindset [what we believe in] and faith [our ability to raise our expectations] in God. I learnt that what you believe to be truth in your mind is what works for you. This is what we call perception. For most people, their perception is that poverty is a virtue and a way to serve God better. This has worked for them somehow by keeping such people down in the lowest neighborhood of life where they are unable to meet their daily needs and drag through life as well as their children. For me, while going through my days of adversity, what I believed was that by the special grace and mercy of God, I will live my best life with success even when I was in the dark with the details of how it will happen. Slowly and steadily, I saw my life, my businesses, and our ministry re-emerged, turned around, and given vitality by the grace of God. When you invest your energy into good use, you will never out run the goodness of God—the new level of favor and promotions God has positioned you for.

			Your Compensation Will Come With Compound Interest

			All the stolen goods the enemy forcefully snatched away from my life was returned to me by a hundred fold by the audacity of God’s grace, and with compound interest. This is the singular reason why my life is built on nothing less, dependent on nothing more, and operated by the wings of God’s audacious grace. For everything I am; all that I own, and every accomplishment of my life has come to me and can be traced through the grace of God. Looking at where God brought me from, I believe that before any person might want to place a curse on me or work for my downfall, God has already blessed me ahead of time. This can hold true for you too. Anybody who might want to stand on our way to prosperity, against the direction of excellence and prosperity or joy that God has placed on our path to higher heights will first, had to contend with God.

			You know why? Because we are God-made product, branded and packaged with excellence and produced in the factory of God’s grace. The favor God has placed over your life is limitless, because you belonged to God. And when God is with you, it does not matter who is against. It is because of this, that I strongly believe that when we turn our lives over to the audacity of God’s grace and lean not on our own understanding and details of what we have been taught, there will be more power to us. The power to think successfully, the ability to become a blessing to humanity, to make and create wealth and become whatever God wants us to become. God longs for our success. Our ability to succeed however will not be discovered in buried talents.

			“When we give God a chance, God’s blessings will speak for itself over our lives.”

			God will compensate us. His prosperity will radiate in us and the power of excellence given to us with the vitality, finances and health we need to live our best life now will be made available to us by his special grace.

			Those Powered By Grace Do Not Live In Fear

			When our lives are powered by the grace of God, we will not live in fear. In fact, we will receive new ability to do what appears impossible to folks around us. We will become more focused that even in the midst of unpleasant circumstances; God will perform the impossible and make a way by giving us words, wisdom, knowledge, power, solutions, strength and the courage for escape. When we act on God’s directives, we operate with a higher power in a higher ground that expands our success. No matter what you are going through today, or what you have had to deal with in the past, what I want you to know is this: You can do better today, and even now than you have done before. There is a place for you to succeed in God’s triune economy. There is audacity in the grace of God. It’s got power and it works too! It can change your health, your finances, and your life completely.

			This is why I am most convinced that the grace of God is very powerful and inexplicable. For it is only by God’s grace that we can attain our goals, reach our dreams, realize our visions, touch lives, expect peace, receive joy, experience freedom from our fears, and be liberated from the limitations that people and our minds have set for us. It is only when this grace is received that we will have our hopes and dreams become unstoppable and fulfilled while we experience God’s leadership, prosperity, and his healing from the bruises that the enemy and life brings our way. When we abide by these, we will enjoy the fruits and refreshment of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:19-23) and eat the fruit of the land. For these reasons, God through his infinite mercy at work within us will grant us forgiveness from our past mistakes, and the ability to live our best lives even now.

			The Grace of God Stands Undefeated

			When the grace of God is at work for you and within you, you will never stay down since new strength is rediscovered even in the midst of your adversity, because it is only the audacity of God’s grace that has the capacity to turn every combat in your warfare into a setup for a greater comeback. Believe me; God can compensate your lost. Remember that: The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:4 NIV). Now watch why the grace of God makes the difference: happy, unhappy, successful, unsuccessful, fulfilled, unfulfilled, religious, not religious, educated and uneducated, the rich and the poor all talk about grace. However, what will make a big and lasting difference in your life is the audacity of God’s grace. While everyone could offer to give grace, the only grace that stands tall and undefeated is the audacious grace that God freely makes available even in our moments of weakness and adversity. When people and friends give you grace many of the times, they expect something in return. That is what makes man’s grace inefficient. My hope is that in this book you will embrace the grace that is sufficient and complete. For this reason, I am honored to welcome you to the GraceWorld family, the wealthy place where Jesus reigns and the grace of God rules supreme. Wherever the grace of God rules supreme, protocols get suspended as people’s lives are transformed; for they are at liberty to perform on top of the games of their own lives and at their very best too.

			Your Success It’s About You

			Remember, your success it’s about you. How you answered the questions I raised throughout this book will have immense consequences for your ability to live your best life now and your future life as well. However, what I want you to know is that you can think BIG, Dream BIG, and Win BIG. It’s all about you! You can do better than you are doing right now and live at your best today because you are a powerful person. What you need to do is harness the power of your belief. You have the talent, the ability, and the creative force to unleash your hidden potentials, destroy every limitation, and perform at the top and live your best life now. Yes, you can do it! It’s about time to become disgusted with smallness. If you can name four people you know at the top of their earning power, friends, neighbors, mentors, or acquaintances, you discover that there is nothing most of these people have that you can’t have except that they got there ahead of you.

			If you can honestly compare yourself with people like Aliko Dangote—the world’s wealthiest black person from Nigeria, Dr. Deji Adeleke—the founder and owner of Adeleke University, Folorunsho Alakija—the richest black woman, Lade Delano—the youngest Nigerian Billionaire, Oprah Winfrey, Bill Gates, the late Steve Jobs of Apple computers, or Mark Zuckerberg of Facebook, you could honestly discover that their brains are not in any way ten times larger than yours neither did they drop from the space. The only major thing that differentiates you from these people is that their record showed that they each have surpassed you and have contributed significantly to impacting the lives of numerous people in society in a number of ways. Although you are far below the success ladder in your earning power and your contributions to social change than each of these people by most standards, the good news is that you are under construction. You can too. But you’ve got the potentials they each have and can beat that reach. Every stronghold: be it unemployed mindset, fear, doubt and the ability of disbelieving in yourself—your capabilities, paying off your debt, limited finances to meet your needs, marital woes, childlessness, unemployment, poverty, sicknesses and disease; setbacks and obstacles, and every unpleasant circumstance and adversity you are facing now can be turned around. Even if you feel you may never become Bill Gate or Oprah Winfrey, there are great opportunities out there for you. Obstacles are part of humanness. But that is not the end. If your obstacle is divorce, just know that that divorce is not the end for you. You can overcome by turning these obstacles around and use them to become a successful person. It’s all about you! You have the power to do. This is why you must believe in yourself and avoid self-recession. If you don’t believe in yourself, how else do you expect anyone to believe in you?

			As you study, or re-read this book which I wrote for you, you will discover that most of the strategies here will help your earning power, to become more productive and defeat the spirit of unsuccessfulness and live your best life now. You will notice that many of the ideas or strategies shared in this book are things that have been taught for years. However, most of the things I shared in this book are things I have learned from studying success some of which I have shared with numerous audiences. The rest are things that I have personally experienced through my own lived experiences—from setbacks in life to victories and insights gained on my journey to success. The good news is that God is interested to see that you succeed in reaching your fullest abilities. He is passionate to see you set new records and become extremely successful in your relationship, in your health, in increasing your earning power and serving him faithfully as well as serving others that God may put in your path. I personally want you to do the same.

			



	

CHAPTER TWO 

YOUR MIND WORKS LIKE THE ATM

			“If you desire to pursue success, invest in feeding your thoughts positively. If you are not succeeding think again. If you have succeeded, thank those who taught you how to think differently.”

			—John Nwankwo

			SUCCESS IS IMPACTED BY WHAT YOU 
INVEST YOUR THOUGHTS IN

			Ever heard that popular saying that “you are what you think”? What’s on your mind today? Do you know that your mind works like the automated teller machines (ATM)? Just like the ATM, it is what you deposit into your mind account that you can withdraw. If you nurture joy, you withdraw strength. When you deposit success, you withdraw progress. And when you bank on opportunities, you withdraw unending prosperity. If you want to pursue success, invest in feeding your thoughts positively. If you are not succeeding think again. If you have succeeded, thank those who taught you how to think differently. For centuries, not too many ‘religious’ people have done well in the areas of commerce and entrepreneurship and control a sizeable share of the world’s economy and material goods because of the products of their mindset—thoughts, and their inability to embrace prosperity as God’s gift and take advantage of  economic opportunities. While I studied many of these entrepreneurs, who not only reap a harvest of financial success and provided solutions to some of the world’s notable problems in some key areas, I saw that there was nothing so unique about them other than that they were ordinary people who only decided to do something extra by questioning the status quo and invested handsomely in innovation and creativity and positive thinking. These people were all created in the image of God who gave them talents with greater potentials to imitate their creator and by implication, recreate things since God the creator personally welcome all, created in his image to reflect and share in the economy of God’s grace.

			My Findings About Visionary Entrepreneurship

			In the process of investigating success, what I discovered about many self-made successful rich people is that they all taught their minds how to do great work for them, by automating their minds to work for their individual prosperity and success. For this reason, majority of great thinkers, inventors, and extraordinary people of all time have been differentiated from ordinary people because of their ability to think success and to think differently too from the average person in the populations. Sixteen of such great American extraordinary people who became a force for generations to come and made fortunes with their creative thinking abilities or innovative force and whose ideas have impacted how our daily lives and things around us are done today are: Samuel Morse—the American who created the first reliable telegraph conversing 30 miles away by 1844; Nikola Tesla, who in 1895, developed the technology to transmit a sound signal from New York to West Point, 50 miles away that paved way for radio broadcasting.

			Others like Philo T. Farnsworth, a mathematical genius from Utah will years later, successfully add a visual element to radio signals when he introduced the image dissector tube. Philo Farnsworth first built the image dissector device, while in high school which enabled him to capture and transmit moving images. He broadcast America’s first television signal in 1927. The Radio Corporation of America eventually bought his patent and made the first public television broadcast from the 1939 New York World’s Fair. Among these great thinkers were Doctor John Pemberton—a pharmacist from Atlanta Georgia who concocted the Coca Cola formula and ushered in the Coca Cola Company and passed wealth to his generations to come. The Wright Brothers—whose aeronautical work successfully solved the flying problem gave us commercial and private airplanes. Henry Ford—the American whose global vision will lead him to develop and manufacture the first automobile that many middle class Americans could afford to buy and whence the Ford Motor Company promoted industrialization in North America. Thomas Edison of General Electric solved the problem of electricity around the world and others like George Eastman made photography easily accessible and affordable through his Kodak Camera Company and helped us to keep good and great memories of our lives. When Lawrence Roberts developed a system for sending data packets between computers, he had little idea where the innovation would lead the generations to come. He developed his computer network—the ARPANET—for the government.

			Innovators Change Our World 
& Make It Worth-Living

			Other innovators that have changed our world are Bill Gates of Microsoft—the world’s largest personal-computer software company, which he co-founded with Paul Allen. What about Steve Jobs of Apple computers, and Larry Page and Sergey Brin who built Google, Inc.? In the quest to integrate work and study by the adult populations and solve the problem of having to go to a physical class room before receiving or completing a formal college or graduate education for most people, online formal education, which my grandfather—Paul Wichi Nwankwo never thought could be a possibility was significantly influenced by Dr. John Sperling. Dr. John Sperling, a Cambridge-educated economist professor-turned-entrepreneur, and the founder of the Apollo Group Inc. is one of the icons whose innovative and proactive thinking abilities and actions changed educational accessibility with the online platform. The University of Phoenix (UOP) which he founded in 1976 attained a peak enrollment of almost 600,000 students in 2010 with over 112 campuses worldwide. One of the other great innovators who made my list of the top sixteen great American innovative thinkers is Mark Zuckerberg. Mark Zuckerberg, a twenty year old college kid at the time he founded Facebook Inc. in 2004 whose net worth was over $19 billion (Nineteen billion US dollars by the end of 2013 at age 28) facilitated one of the most successful networks that will influence human open communications for generations to come.

			You Can’t Just Die Like That

			Considering these innovative icons we saw above, my question is: Where will you stand in history? You can’t just die like that.

			“The unborn generations are looking for people who will build and leave a lasting legacy when they are gone.”

			This should pose a greater challenge for ‘many religious people’ who are failing posterity to doing some of the exploits done by some of the people I observed above. My findings showed that many religious people can surpass the top sixteen great American innovators observed above. However, they have been unable to do so, not because they couldn’t. Instead, many religious believers and teachers have used religion to brainwash and undermine people’s potentialities and have rather gone into debates and denied themselves the same opportunities as observed above. They use religion for poor things, for terrorism and evil. Others use religion as an excuse over the dominion imperatives given to men and women by God—their creator during the creation week where everyone created in God’s own image no matter their race, their ethnicity, their tribes and names, or their geographical location according to Genesis (1:26) were welcomed into God’s greater economy of grace. Each of these people created by their loving creator were empowered and programmed to innovatively re-create things; subdue, rule and dominate earthly resources until they return to dust. This is why our world is in need of religious people like Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr. whose creative social change dreams and accomplishments has changed our worldview forever.

			The Power of Religious Teachings

			Disappointedly, many religious institutions, religious practitioners, religious clerics, believers and religious teachers have created curricula in their theological developments and pedagogies in ways that it negated to teach the clergy men and women and their congregations or followers how people can become great industrialists and still be committed to their kingdom assignment, and how these industries can promote the prosperity of their lands and communities and help people to reach their redemptive capital on earth. These teachings indirectly questions the possibility of whether we have greater responsibility and capacity as individuals or Christians in our material well-being; in advancing causes that will help banish people and communities from poverty and enable them to live their best life today on earth. The religious teachings or curricula failed mostly to teach the populations how to handle financial matters now and the next (future) and how they can become a force for the general good of the populations and the generations to come, while waiting for the return of Jesus.

			Religious Teachings, Poverty & Underdevelopment

			The products of such debates and religious teachings are evident in people’s day to day life of poverty and struggle. Was it not religious teachings that were used to justify the exploitations of people’s resources during the slave trade which the after effect positioned a great number of people to embrace poverty as a way of life? Are not the impacts of these structural injustices still among us today, subjecting diverse people and countries into underdevelopment, life difficulties and the struggle for survival? The fact is that the Christian Church, Islamic religion, other religions and the society in general must come together to demand how to empower people and citizens of the world to maximize their fullest potentials for the greater good of all the populations and how best to redistribute the wealth of the earth. I know that this will take political guts to do so, but it surely is worth every effort and a good way to help individuals and communities who are willing to rise to the top and live their best life now. At the center of the religious argument has been whether it is possible for people to live their dream and live their best life now on earth. Because of ignorance and negligence, I have heard many preachers and their followers argue in favor of the idea of material poverty for those who sincerely want to walk along side with God or those whose calling is to work in God’s vineyard.

			The Results

			The result of these centuries of poor teaching that failed to empower the populations is a massive production of people and societies with poor thinking abilities and the spirit of poverty which promotes the facilitation of unemployed minds. I have witnessed the products of such philosophical systems which usually culminate in mediocrity and double standards. It makes life difficult for people and disables them to the pursuit of noble opportunities that promote holistic development and their ability to live at their everyday best, since it was not a present reality that people could live at their best today. To some religious people, the thought that we can live our best life even now is merely an illusion. I have witnessed many Christians who argue that our ability as Christians to live our best life now is only a future reality, and whence, that idea postulates that the possibility of people living their best life now is not going to be a present reality, but only a reality that will exist in the future because of the cataclysmic event when we get past this present life, and transcend into the kingdom of God. The problem to this system of philosophy is that it negates demanding justice by the people to their oppressors. In places where political office holders loot their nations treasury, these system of teaching have failed to empower the adherents to become responsible citizens who should follow the political trends that shape their own lives and the future of their offspring.

			Many Religious Prescriptions Are Based On Perceptions; Not Inspiration

			For me, a gross abuse of religion abounds due to a misperception of God’s word and a problem of interpretation and meaning. Many religious prescriptions that fuel poverty are based on perception, not inspiration. The reason is that people who favor the idea of material poverty misrepresent God. They have not been well prepared in understanding what God meant when he gave everyone in his economy, the mandate of dominion. The truth is that in the world of material things, nothing comes easy. The world will not hand over to you, what you don’t demand. When people are liberated and are able to understand the principle of dominion and what it can do in their everyday lives, poverty, many crimes and vices will be a thing of the past. The fact is that if we want to be productive in life, we must be willing to directly investigate God’s mandate and inspiration for our lives—not religious prescriptions that are rooted in orthodoxy and tradition. We must be open to seek new understanding and ways to use such inspirations and mandates to live at our best, tap into the unending opportunities that lurk around us and not to settle for mediocrity.

			There’s Nothing Valuable In Mediocrity

			While we work hard with faith in the God of unending possibilities for our lives, we can step out of mediocrity and partner with God by believing that in God, impossibilities are nothing. The blessings and prosperity of Abraham still speak and could as well be ours since we are his heirs.

			“Making excuses for not reaching or maximizing our potentials because of poor religious traditions and teachings bring God disproportionate displeasure.”

			In Genesis Chapter 14, we are told about Abraham, a decent business man that loved God and worked with God. He was very wealthy because he learned the secret of living at his everyday best—obeying the power of God’s word in his life and believing every idea for what God commands him to do, and for whom God is, and what God has promised for his life—prosperity and blessings. He lived his everyday life as if there was nothing to live for apart from obeying God for his goodness and holding God accountable to release his promises of prosperity and vitality into his life and surroundings. Abraham, a very religious man did not allow religion to get in his way or in his mind and stampede him from fulfilling whatever assignment and task God has called him out from the Ore of Chaldeans for to accomplish. He was very wealthy and powerful that he had 318 trained personal aides born and raised under his household.

			Abraham believed in the Messianic promise for he loved Jesus Christ—by faith and understand that Jesus was crazy about him and his success. This is why Jesus was born on earth through the descendants or lineage of Abraham. Abraham knew also, the principle of living a purpose driven life; staying intact on his mission and vision for life, being diligent on his duties, working hard, and as a result God gave him intimidating prosperity and victory over his enemies. He learned to network with powerful people of his time, and ran successful businesses, defeated nations and enemies who wanted to derail his vision and caused him failure on his God-driven Kingdom and nation building assignment. Abraham did well by all standards in the principle of dominion and commerce that it was on record that Abraham equally paid tithe to Melchizedek, the one who was also a priest, and the king of Salem. If you are not doing well materially and resourcefully, how can you pay tithe to any priest? How can you build and develop yourself and children?

			Poor Teaching Syndrome leads into Self-fulfilling Prophecies

			The major problem of poor teachings is that they create bigger rooms for people to have small minds. People with such small minds cannot be motivated to take actions in life that will translate them into greater opportunities and the victory sanctuary of life where the grace of God is abundant, and where there is much more to go around materially and resourcefully. A careful analysis of the majority of the masses who fill our church pews and majority of our citizens in society today have been adversely affected with what I describe as Poor Teachings Syndrome (PTS).

			Poor Teaching Syndrome (PTS) are pedagogies that I describe as using religion to brainwash people; undermine their physical and material potentials and well-being, and the pursuit of certain religious agenda that negates empowering the minds of adherents to climb the material ladder of the earthly resources in ways that people become significant on earth while waiting for Jesus return. PTS has steadily regressed the financing of the work of the gospel of the kingdom (Matt 24:14) and has sabotaged many believers and their churches from reaching their kingdom capital. PTS philosophical systems are therefore, predominant in the thoughts, actions, and in the minds of many people living a life of poverty and struggle in many religious gatherings. Congregations, people, communities and families infected with PTS end up teaching and infecting their own offspring with the same syndrome. I have seen and heard numerous people who procrastinate on their success or that of their children because of poor teachings and a poor thinking pattern. It has facilitated many crimes and subjected people over time to be engaged in microwave thinking—a shallow thinking that is rooted in the belief of immediate compensation, thus neglecting the long term consequences of poor actions. Is it any wonder that PTS has continued to subject many to swim in the stream of self-fulfilling prophecies? Why will you keep procrastinating on your joy when you can do better today with happiness and success?

			Don’t Procrastinate Your Joy & Success

			I have heard people more often say; oh he achieved that because he didn’t play by the rules. I could have been married by now. I could have landed in that career. I could have owned that house. I could have owned that car. I could have owned that firm or business. I could have been that rich guy in town, but then we quickly recline into claiming that our own riches are in heaven. Why not such riches begin here—I mean on earth first, so that we are better prepared to walk on the streets of gold in heaven? The problem with this system of understanding is that it has created nothing but a double standard of living.

			I know of many people who deeply covet to be that wealthy business tycoon in town. However, PTS console them to give up with such thoughts and compensate them with mediocrity. Who wouldn’t like to do well? I have witnessed those who sincerely desire that their children will be able to live at those nice houses and apartments in the neighborhood and attend those distinguished schools in town. But again, PTS get in their way. I have seen people whose life would have not been cut short if they had better health insurance or the financial resources needed to take their loved ones to that good or specialist hospital or consultant. The problem is that they couldn’t afford to. The question is why not? The perception problem installed in our mind by PTS has led many into rejecting God’s material blessings and abundant living opportunities even when they are provided.

			You Can’t Continue This Way

			It was Pastor Joel Osteen, the senior pastor of Lakewood Church, one of America’s largest and fastest-growing congregations with about forty-five thousand adults in attendance every week, whose story I find interesting as it threw greater light to how PTS can arrest our minds. In his shared story of his late father—John Hillery Osteen, the founder and first pastor of Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas, from its humble beginnings in 1959 until his death in 1999. According to Pastor Joel Osteen, his late father, John Osteen grew up with what he described as “poverty mentality.” When Pastor Joel’s father started pastoring, their church could only afford to pay him $115 every week. Pastor Joel Osteen shared the following story about his Dad: Daddy and mother when they initially begun their ministry hardly could survive on a $115 weekly pay, especially once my siblings and I came along. The most dangerous aspect of their life, however was that Daddy had come to expect poverty. For a number of years, he wasn’t even able to accept a blessing when it came. During a time of special services at the church, although our family barely had enough food to get along, my parents hosted the guest minister in their home that entire week.

			The following Sunday, a businessman in the church said, “pastor, I know you cared for our guest speaker in your home all week. Things are tight, and I realize you can’t afford those extra expenses. I want you to have this money to use personally, just to help you out.” He handed my dad a check for a thousand dollars, tantamount to ten thousand dollars today! Daddy was overwhelmed by the man’s generosity, but he was so limited in his thinking at that time, he held that check by the edge of the corner, as though it might contaminate him if he clutched it any tighter, and said, “oh, no, brother, I could never receive this money. We must put it in the church offering.”

			Pastor Joel Osteen said that later, his Daddy admitted that deep down inside, he really preferred to keep the money. He knew that he and mother needed that money, but he had a false sense of humility. He couldn’t receive the blessing. He thought he was doing God a favor by staying poor. Pastor Osteen reported that Daddy later said, “every step I took as I walked to the front of the church to put that check in the offering, something inside was saying, Don’t do it. Receive God’s blessings. Receive God’s goodness.” But he didn’t listen. He reluctantly dropped the check into the offering. He later said, “When I did [i.e. drop the check in the offering box], I felt sick to my stomach.” Based on this story shared by Pastor Joel Osteen about his father, you could see clearly someone—a minister for that matter who tirelessly worked hard for the good of God’s people and for God too, and whom God has chosen to bless with finances that God and even the people he was serving have come to believe that he merited. However, false religious mindset, powered by PTS subjected him into captivity and placed his mind and lifestyle under the clutches of mediocrity. The inability of the man of God to be open to receive God’s material favor and blessings cost him and his family who were struggling to make a living against God’s plan handsomely, just for the sake of his ‘religious’ mindset. The good news of that story didn’t end there however, because years later, Pastor Joel Osteen’s father had to outgrow this limited poverty-stricken mindset and received God’s best and unlimited prosperity.

			You too can. But you need to kill every cankerworm of fear and limitation the enemy has planted in the backyard and front yard of your mind. You don’t have to settle for mediocrity. But if you are in an environment where mediocrity abounds, chances are that you will never grow rich or win life big favors and opportunities. It is absolutely ok for you to prosper and do well in life because that is part of what God’s grace is about. You don’t have to feel guilty or apologetic with God’s material blessings over your life or household, for you cannot intimidate God with your requests. What you must understand is this: God’s blessing is mostly poured on those recipients who are not closely minded.

			Don’t Pity God Over Material Blessings, It Can’t Finish

			While I thought about the thinking pattern of numerous people who seem to pity God for giving out his material blessings, I see why a countless number of Christians live in extreme poverty and like paupers today. My personal discovery is that many people who struggle through life did really want to have a better life. It is not like most people never prayed about it or that they have never ever wanted to do better or as though it wasn’t a priority in their lists. However, most people who struggle through life never thought consciously and imagined the possibility that yes—they can receive disproportionately, the abundant blessings of God and live their best life right now.

			“Most people can easily accept almost anything to keep them in the race of survival instead of greater success.”

			A great number of people have failed to reach their fullest potentialities and live their best lives today because of poor teachings and an unemployed mindset. Many are living as poor people not because they should have; but because many of those who were their role models—their parents, pastors, and other mentors never imagined living the best life there was in their lifetime, and consequently installed that thought pattern in those who looked up to them.

			Why do we have some people who seem to be destined for a life of poverty and a life of struggle whereas, others seem to be destined for greatness? Why do we have some others who do succeed in whatever venture they lay their hands onto, including the creation of wealth and riches whereas a countless number of others do not share in this fortune? Many of the times, the answer is traceable in the products of poor thoughts patterns, engineered by poor religious systems of thinking and teaching. Poor parental mentorship and upbringing that neglects empowering people to think big earlier on in life has greater chances to defeat us from eating the fruit of the land.

			It All Originated in the Mind

			Many people whose religious parents, role models or mentors never imagined living at their best and performing on top of whatever discipline or enterprise they are involved will greatly influence and install a negative “Deoxyribonucleic Acid” (DNA) in people who looks up to them. The implication is that poor or negative “DNA” has the ability to inhibit and mutates in both physical and spiritual cells and outlook of followers for life. It has the capacity to flow in their thoughts, their actions, and veins of achievement too. Remember that whatever you don’t believe, you will never become. When we embrace a poor system of thinking and living, it wrongfully informs us that once we live a simple life, which many times are defined by mediocrity and poverty, we are better off prepared for inheriting the kingdom of God. The real issue is that inheriting the kingdom of God or preparing to become partakers of God’s great kingdom does not demand that we live and stand by mediocrity.

			Our inability to understand that living our best life now—an abundant earthly life, filled with God’s material and spiritual blessings for those created in the image of God, can cause us our place in the kingdom of God. Poverty and its many antecedents have the capacity to make many, miss the mark. Why are many believers involved in cheating, stealing, fraud and deceitful lifestyles? Why are too many unemployed or underemployed Christians betraying the faith? The answer is not far away from poverty. The root cause of lack of success, mediocrity, financial failure, and a bleak future of financial woes begins with the mind. Our childhood influences as we grow up and what we are taught about finances, wealth, prosperity, spirituality, and our ability to live well and make a difference in life shape our future financial habits and stability. It can guarantee our freedom to succeed or place us into poverty—financial struggle and bondage. What we are taught either help us to embrace mind-liberating abilities—simply put victories that translate into success or it can lead us into self-defeating thoughts which translate into self-fulfilling prophecies of failure. You can do better and teach your children to do so too.

			



	

CHAPTER THREE 

HAVE A MILLIONAIRE MINDSET

			“Will power is to the mind like a strong blind man who carries on his shoulders a lame man who can see.”

			—Arthur Schopenhauer

			DESIRE IS THE KEY TO MOTIVATION

			One outstanding feature and secret of the rich is that they invest their wealth into people who are willing to work hard. That way, the rich create employments opportunities and titles for the willing hands and their families and reap a floodgate of financial increase. This is how the rich are able to remain rich. Why do you think majority of wealthy or rich people have children and generations of rich families? Why are some children born to become automatic millionaires and automatic billionaires? Why have billionaires successfully built multinational companies that are Trans-generational which achieve growth and longevity like the Coca Cola Company by John Pemberton, who bought out businessman Asa Griggs Candler whose marketing tactics led Coke to its dominance of the world soft-drink market throughout the 20th century? What about “Brads Drinks” which was first made in 1893 by Caleb Bradham, the innovative pharmacist who developed his fortune from his drugstore where the drink was first sold and would later be called PepsiCo, named after the digestive enzyme pepsin and kola nuts used in the recipe?

			The story of PepsiCo goes that Bradham sought to create a fountain drink in his little drug store (pharmacy) in New Bern, North Carolina, United States that will serve as energy booster while aiding digestion. The fact is that every millionaire or billionaire family I know have remained in that status because they work very hard in order not to fail short of their own expectations or to go back to a middle class status. How they achieve these are by creating employment opportunities and wealth creation avenues. For the rich, growth, success, and expansion are always their priced virtue. The transgenerational entrepreneurship of each of these families discussed above has defined the world of brand names such as those observed in the soft drink industry today. Each of these families successfully built and passes wealth to their future offspring. What people are taught and what they are exposed to have immense influence and consequences in their lives.

			What Are You Willing To Teach Your Kids?

			While millionaires and billionaires teach their children about having both short and long term—or impact goals, about investing into ideas, about building partnerships, exposing them into their alliances and a network of leadership to dominate the human and natural resources and be in charge of earthly goods, poor people don’t very much emphasize and teach their children about serious long term goals that rewards their children’s future with stupendous wealth other than sending their children to school to either become lawyers, physicians, nurses or engineers etc with the shallow thinking that only higher education will land their children into greater greener financial success. The reality is that most advanced degrees or specialty licensing and certifications can push people over to a better financial success, but it doesn’t very often come easy or through cooperate rankings alone unless if those people who have acquired these educational treasures open businesses of their own, trusting God’s favor to use their knowledge and skills plus a mind-set for success to reap a plentiful financial harvest.

			Frankly, eating the fruit of the land as seen in God’s promised word for many may not come through graduation from higher or advanced degrees alone. If only higher education lands people into higher financial success, why do we have an uncountable number of people in the academia, Ph.D. holders, physicians, dentists, veterinary doctors, lawyers, engineers, nurses, and pharmacists; psychologists, sociologists, public health practioners, and pastors or theologians with advanced degrees etc. who are still a few paychecks away from poverty or foreclosures and repossessions? It almost happened to me. Don’t let that be you. There are many homeless people with master’s degree.

			“The fact is that most poor people and the middle class waste their time in gossip about the rich.”

			The irony is that they live to invest much of their energy and time working to make things happen around the rich. Others work or retire around the product of a millionaires or billionaires brands, ideas and innovation. Most poor people cannot help but talk about other people’s business ideas or helping to manage these millionaire businesses. For me, working for someone else or in a cooperation should be the beginning point of getting to my destination, not the end—retirement! You can begin as a cleaner or a certified public accountant (CPA). You can start as a certified nurse assistant. If you believe you cannot successfully dive into the world of owning a small business, make sure to retire as a nurse manager or nurse supervisor. You mock yourself and God’s abilities in you when you gain an entry level job as a certified nurse assistant or cleaner and retire that way. You can pay your dues for a number of years by working for someone else—a cooperate entity or organization, or retaining a high paying private or government job. But it will be disingenuous of someone created in the image of God to gain an entry level job as driver, or a janitor and retire that way after 35 years as the chief driver or chief Janitor. It meant that you never really experienced growth as you’ve wasted your potentials for 35 years!

			The Difference Between the Rich and The Poor

			A great majority of poor people cannot help to know what is happening around Kim Kardashian or the Kardashians each day or week as if they have nothing more to pursue. They are anxiously waiting for the next movie to be released by Mr. and Mrs. Smith. A number of poor people tie their life around what happens in Hollywood—dancing with the stars or American Idol etc. The middle class and most poor people are usually happy when they attain an interview and land into what they call their ‘dream job or career’ because that is what many of their parents and mentors have programmed their mind to be their route for financial freedom. This is farther from the truth, because financial freedom will elude most people with their advanced degrees by just clocking in and out or receiving their monthly salary until retirement. I trust that you or your children can do better than that.

			“If you must have a salaried or paid employment, let that employment be one of your streams of income, not the sum total or only source of income.”

			While the rich think of opportunities that will reward them handsomely; to create wealth, to innovate and build things that solves worldly problems, majority of the poor and most religious people think of how to pursue higher degrees or skills that helps them to work for the billionaire neighbor who only has a GED or high school diploma if they actually completed high school. I don’t want you to misunderstand me into believing that I encourage laziness or stereotype the rich. What I want to encourage you to do is to think like these millionaires and do better things with your God-given abilities than you are doing right now. I have a very strong work ethic and I hardly sleep or go to bed most times before 12 a.m. as you will discover later. But for now, I want you to ponder and think about a series of interrelated question that I believe will be helpful to you.

			How Long Will You Be Here?

			Have you consciously considered who ran the billionaire-owned hospitals and work over time and double shifts as doctors, registered nurses, respiratory or physical therapists, certified nurse assistants, phlebotomists or the other technicians and professionals on the team? Who are the janitors’ years in and out who works for 35 years and retire with income that subject their geriatric years to misery? Ever considered who are the majority of people patronizing or mostly using billionaire-owned gyms? Who are the managers of these organizations? Who do you think waste most of their time drinking at a millionaires’ bar or glued at big screen TV sets, computer screens, or playing video games? Who are those dancing or striping all night at a millionaires-owned night clubs? Couldn’t they do better with their lives? Who consume a market share of the soda drink industry and become obese, or spend all the time at McDonalds either working or eating mostly junk foods? Why are there no liquor stores or McDonalds at Beverly Hills? Who buys most of the millionaires’ made beers, wines or liquor? Who spends most of their money in the millionaires’ and/or billionaires owned gambling or lottery industry? Who finance majority of the billionaire-owned cars or sport utility SUV’s from the giant car manufacturing companies—are they from the middle class or the poor? Who are the majority of air hostesses or the passengers who patronize the aviation industries or fly with United Airlines or Delta economy most of the time? Who works more often or buy goods at the billionaires stores like those of Wal-Mart’s, Sam’s club, Costco’s, BestBuy’s, ninety nine cents stores, Stater Brothers etc.? Have you considered who make up the security guards populations and officers of security companies? Who are the majority of university professors at University of Phoenix? Is that all they can do with that Ph.D.? Are there not Ph.D. holders who have been to school most of their lives and yet, who are just a few pay checks away from extreme poverty or foreclosure and/or eviction. The list goes on and on and on and is endless.

			Build Your Values On Big Things

			No matter how you answered these questions, the fact remain that we need these services and people from diverse workforce as they are necessities to our ability to live our everyday lives as both individuals or societies. On the contrary, it is either poor people or the middle class that are the engine rooms on which the organizational success of these companies or industries survive. Ironically, most of these people who make up the workforce will never reach the top or experience financial freedom. The overarching question that I want you to begin to consider for once and for yourself if you have not done so is that you can have the capacity to become a business owner of organizations or cooperation’ such as I have referenced above. It all begins on your mind. You can start out as a janitor or driver, but the mistake you may make is to retire that way. You’ve been created for more! Why not start thinking like a millionaire?

			What I want you to tell yourself daily is this: I am capable of creating wealth. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. I can be a serious business owner. I can do more for this generation by solving a world problem. The facilitation of what I have just said begins the moment you believe that yes—you can. This is called realization of your net capital in God’s economy of grace. Your success begins with the “I CAN attitude, not the I CAN’T”. You are probably the only person that can answer for yourself where you fall in between. The problem of most young people today is that they don’t want to put in the hard work and diligence it takes to make it big in life. Unfortunately, most young people have embraced the microwave thinking that yearns for immediate compensation. They want to become wealthy overnight. But that is not going to happen. This is why many young people plunge into fraud or become easily recruited into crimes and become criminals.

			It takes God’s favor, vision and vigilance, a hard work ethic, perseverance and discipline; and a major breakthrough or series of financial connectivity—i.e. multiple streams of income to become a multimillionaire. You can start small, but you must learn to think and dream big. Remember the saying that a journey of a thousand miles begins with taking the first “right” step. In the world of business or entrepreneurship, that first step is vital—a key. However, in a situation where the first step is not working, you don’t need to relapse and give up. Many millionaires I personally know are the most open-minded people on the planet. Think like a millionaire! Just think like one! One of my favorite authors of the 19th century Ellen G. White once observed that: “higher than the highest human thought can reach is God’s ideal for His children. There’s never a period when there is no more to learn and no higher attainments to reach.”

			



	

CHAPTER FOUR 

RELIGIOUS EXPLOITERS 
INFLUENCE, POLITICS & WEALTH

			“You are successful the moment you start moving toward a worthwhile goal.”

			—Charles Carlson

			DON’T ALLOW RELIGION TO GET IN YOUR WAY

			In my journey for success, what I discovered is that those who are unwise allow the enemy to use religion as a powerful tool to sabotage success. The misappropriation of religion however, creates double standards. It can get in your way and be a real obstacle. While I personally embrace Christianity as a movement of God’s love in action revealed in the life, death, the resurrection and intercession of Jesus—our high priest who therefore is able, once and forever, to save those who come to God through him, since he lives forever to intercede with God on their behalf (Hebrews 7:25), I hate to see when professed religious people allow the enemy to use religion in their lives as a tool for mediocrity—slavery, terrorism, economic injustice/oppression, colonization, and neo-colonization, genocide, you can name the rest.

			In this light, we can see the realities of Karl Marx criticism of religion as the “opium of the masses” as Marx observed, and a means to utilitarian ends as it has been misused for a number of reasons. Most religious people who unmistakably misappropriate religion are usually hypocrites who embrace double standard. According to Marx understanding of religion in this regard, religion cannot be excused from the lived experiences of people in society because of the mighty who uses it as an instrument for oppression of the poor. Marx therefore, saw religion from this standpoint as an expression of material realities and economic injustice. Marx observed that problems in religion ultimately translate to problems in society. Additionally, Marx recalled that religion is not the disease, but merely a symptom. By implication, what Marx forcefully was against was using religion by oppressors—the powerful group, religious leaders, the politicians/policy makers, and others who control the earthly material resources as an instrument to make people feel better about the distress [economic disenfranchisement or exploitation] they experience due to being poor, ignorant, and exploited. This was therefore, the origin of Marx observation or comment that religion is the “opium of the masses.”

			Religion when misappropriated in this way is mostly like a law that makes exception for the cabals—the powerful and mighty politically connected group in high places. Usually, the values of those belonging to these groups are usually built on certain prescribed antecedents that claim to have the greater good of the masses and godliness [conservativeness] to some degree, but lacking the spiritual connectivity and the living experiential realities and the power of transformation thereof. Religion when misappropriated in this way becomes an opiate for evil; for it is readily inconsistent since it is unrepentant humans that are the custodian of the creed and mostly—people who deliver it as they will. It gains its greatest strength on traditions that call for conformity at the convenient of some group, yet at the discomfort of the other groups as witnessed in the lives of people who have been subjected to intense pain, difficulty, and in most cases, death either through slavery or colonization.

			Additionally, the misappropriation of religion has further disenfranchised the lives of a greater number of the populations as seen by the 1978 nine hundred and eighteen deaths of American civilians in the Jonestown People Temple Agricultural Project in Guyana; the 1993 deaths of the Americans in the Texas Waco Davidians. What about the 2001 terrorist attack at the World Trade Center that killed Americans in thousands? Every now and then, we see the effects of the Taliban’s and Al Qaeda’s destruction of lives and properties, and people in the name of religion, the Boko Haram destructions of Nigerian lives and institutions and other terrorist organizations operating in the name of God and religion. Many a great people have failed to live at their best on a daily continuum because of religion or religious people and religious conditions. In our past history and even now, religion has been used as a powerful tool or instrument to destroy the infrastructure that builds society by punishing people and subjecting them into untold pain. It has been used in many countries to Balkanize the lives of people who once flourished and was on the path of greatness.

			Africa For Sale

			Not too long ago in our distant history, Africa and the African people were at the market place where the people and their indigenous resources where offered for sale by foreigners or foreign governments. Majority of these foreign governments if not all of them were religious people or represented a number of religions. Colonization, the European Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade in Africa, the racial inequality and segregation in the United States of America, and hate crimes like those of the White Supremacist have all used religion and skewed politics as their laboratories to achieve evil ends that favors one group and disenfranchise the other for generations.

			Ever thought about what happened to Africa at the greedy-powered Berlin Conference of 1884-1885 at the Berlin residence of Chancellor Otto von Bismarck in Germany where the business plan, the negotiations, and the contractual agreement for the sale of the continent of Africa was drafted and where the grand plan for the exploitation of the African continent and the fate of the people was disappointedly hatched, decided and executed without one African present? It was in this Berlin Conference without the presence of a single African individual, that birthed the African politico-geographical map and thus, a permanent liability that resulted from the three months of ignorant, greedy acquisitiveness during a period that Europe’s search for minerals and markets had become insatiable. The same Berlin Conference according to credible sources paved way for the Congo Free State, conceived as a “neutral” zone to be run by an international association in the interest of bringing science, civilization, and Christianity to the indigenes, which received the Berlin Conference’s blessings of approval.

			What Happened to Africa From 
The Berlin Conference?

			Unfortunately as we are informed in history, the Belgium’s King Leopold II who soon afterwards, took control while exploiting the people’s resources and reaping fabulous personal profits through the sale of land and development rights, was responsible for up to 10 million deaths in Congo. Thomas Pakenham, in his book, The Scramble for Africa: White Man’s Conquest of the Dark Continent from 1876-1912 noted that: “In scarcely half a generation during the late 1800s, six European powers sliced up Africa like a cake. The pieces went to Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Portugal and Belgium; among them, they acquired 30 new colonies and 110 million subjects. Although African rulers resisted, many battles were one-sided massacres. In 1904 the heroes, a tribe of southwest revolted against German rule. Their punishment was genocide—24,000 driven into the desert to starve; those who surrendered were sent to forced labor camps to be worked to death. At the center stage are a motley band of explorers, politicians, evangelists, mercenaries, journalists and tycoons blinded by romantic nationalism or caught up in the scramble for loot, markets and slaves.”

			Western Colonization & Christianization

			How can the Western colonization and Christianization of the continent of Africa, where the people were raped of their natural resources and tons of these natural and human resources stolen by force from the people for many decades with the Bible in one hand and guns on the other hand be justified in the name of God and the grace of Jesus? What about the colonization of Nigeria by the Brits and the forceful amalgamation of the people in 1914 which only favored the colonial masters and fattened the British treasury to the disadvantage of the people who have established political structures prior to this invasion that effectively govern each tribe or region as they have different languages, customs and cultures, religion and traditions, altogether?

			For instance, the amalgamation of Nigeria, singularly for the financial benefit of the British government and to the disenfranchisement of the populations and tribes which has caused a great majority of the Nigerian State instability, ethnic and religious tensions and a great majority of Nigerian citizens underdevelopment at best was done by religious people with small minds. The root causes of the South African Apartheid equally can trace its beginnings with the 1884 -1885 Berlin Conference. Majority of the world’s problem today as seen in the lives of the masses could be traced to political and religious misappropriations of the oppressors as observed by Karl Marx. The question should be: How can we use religion or politics to help the populations live their best life now?

			The Growing Islamic Religious Tensions

			How can Al Qaeda and the Muslim extremists who are continuing to terrorize the world including an egregious attack of the American people on the American soil on September 11, 2001 (9/11) or the 2013 Boston Marathon bombing find meaning in their evils apart from misappropriation or abuse of religion? What about the Boko Haram terrorist group who have continuously caused an uprising and destroyed many Nigerian infrastructures for development and killed scores of thousands of the Nigerian people including those who were bombed on a Christmas day why they worshipped God in a Christian Church? Again the misappropriation of religion becomes conspicuous. I want you to think about your religiosity and examine whether it has caused more joy to people or inflicted them with more pain and sorrow regardless of which religion you identify with.

			The Product of Some ‘Religious People’

			In places like Nigeria as a country, every politician’s primary task in office as they make their campaign promise is about the capital development of the people they represent, and bringing the dividend of democracy to every nook and cranny. For each of these politicians to be sworn into office, they must choose a religion of preference before they take oath of office, for there is no room for neutrality. They are given two options: the Bible or the Quran. Now, each of these politicians, many of which are conspicuously corrupt belong to a religion that claimed that God and heaven is real, to preach love, harmony, peace, justice, fairness, equity, giving, and taking care of the poor and the masses etc. But by closely examining the lives of 98% of those who represent the people as the political elites and who are “religious” you quickly discover that they all claim a godliness that lacks the power of transformation and of love to help people live their best lives therein.

			In places like Nigeria, if an individual does not attend church services or go to the Mosque, people will have a second look on such individual. All the law makers and politicians must identify with a religion and are visibly involved or occasionally seen in their places of worship. Churches and Mosque are seen almost everywhere. In the general population, almost everyone is seen to be religious and/or a religious practitioner in some sort of ways. However corruption geared by greed, evil and injustice is a common practice.

			Can You Believe What Happens to 
This Religious Country?

			By April 2013, the United States Secretary of State, John Kerry submitted a new report to the United States Congress captioned: Country Report for Human Rights Practices for 2012. In that report, Mr. Kerry indicted the Nigerian government for corruption. Under the chapter on Nigeria, section 4, which was prepared by the Department of State, using information from US embassies and Consulates abroad, foreign government officials, non-governmental and international organizations, and published reports, it stated that: “Corruption and lack of transparency in government,’ States: massive, widespread, and pervasive corruption affected all levels of government and the security forces.” Furthermore, the report affirmed that “though Nigerian law provides criminal penalties for official corruption, ‘government did not implement the law effectively, and officials frequently engaged in corrupt practices with impunity.’ It also scored the judiciary low, noting that: “there was a widespread perception that judges were easily bribed and litigants could not rely on the courts to render impartial judgments.’ ‘Government money lost to ‘endemic corruption and entrenched inefficiency’ is estimated at 1.067 trillion naira (about US$ 6.8 billion),’ the report said.

			This Problem Is Not New In Nigeria

			Before now, in an earlier report in 2007, Femi Awodele attests that the solution to Nigeria’s problem is not (only attributable to) democracy or politicians. He perceived that countries that have practiced democracy (like Britain, France, America etc.) for years (hundreds) still have problems with governance for the simple reason that it is humans that run the show; who are in themselves, sinners and who are imperfect. Femi estimated that in America for instance, politicians have about 80% commitments to serve the people and 20% to enjoy the benefits of their office (mainly from lobbyist). In the case of Nigeria, the politicians have 90% commitment to their pockets by looting and laundering the tax payers money, 5% to their parties and 5% to the people they supposed to serve.

			They Are Either Muslims, Christians or Other

			Painfully enough, all of these politicians are either Muslims or Christians by faith and religious affiliation. Using Nigeria as a case study of ‘religious people’ to help you understand how people misuse religion and faith and subject countless of million families and communities into greater pain and suffering, I want you to discover here that being religious and not God-fearing or loving is often a good way to miss the point of helping people live their best life now. For this reason, I want to raise your level of understanding of the many inequities, not taking responsibility by both the mentors (leaders) and followers have subjected a countless number of people.

			Agreeably, it is convenient to claim to be religious in Nigeria. However, I believe that if mentors, leaders, parents Imams, churches and other religious organizations successfully raise peoples’ level of religiosity without raising their commitment to treat others as they will have them treat each other, even in economic standards which ordinarily will position people to live their best lives now, and at such intellectual level where their mental faculties and reasoning becomes rational to challenge evil and injustice and pursue good, then, those religious people, Mosque attendants or Church attendees have missed the mandate of God’s love given to the followers and believers of God.

			The Primary Assignment of the 
Enemy is to Kill Your Joy

			In the tenth chapter of John (10:10 NLT), the Christian Scriptures noted the great statement made by Jesus, where he said: “The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. (But) my purpose of coming (see John 3:15-16) is to give them (i.e. everyone who wants to) a rich and satisfying life. Part of that life is salvation from sin, from diseases, and salvation from economic hardships and a life of struggle that Adam and Eve’s actions originated according to Genesis chapter 3, which our daily poor choices have prolonged. Any leader, whether religious or secular, who fails to initiate actions that translates into people’s ability to live at their best now, belong to the same group of “thieves” which Jesus made reference to in John chapter 10. For additional reading on this, I will refer you to my other book, The Power of Response-Ability Takers: God and other Actors on the Stage.

			The Power of Religious Thoughts and Teachings

			Traditionally, the psychology of religious thought and faith that many Christian people grew up with was skewed. It misinformed us that God is against richness and the acquisition of stupendous wealth legally, for the followers of God or believers of Jesus Christ. By the way, they reminisced: did Jesus not say that it is easier for a Carmel to pass through the eye of a needle than for the rich to enter into the kingdom of God? (Matt. 19:24). The eye of a needle is the section of a sewing needle formed into a loop for pulling thread, located at the end opposite the point. Many people who reference the metaphor that Jesus used in Matt 19:24 to teach about riches, serving God, and being partakers of the kingdom of God many of the times misunderstood the teachings of Jesus by taking them to be a literal statement. The implication is that this readily set the stage for stereotypes and other negative impressions about riches, being wealthy, and serving God. The problem however with this religious thought is that it has steadily amplified the problem of suffering and the horrendous evils of exploitation and poverty that accompanies it. If the truth must be told, many people who believe in God around the world, who are professed believers and Church-goers or members around the world; people who belong to God, a special priesthood and a holy nation of believers are not doing very well financially because of the negligence of teaching believers about wealth creation, wealth acquisition, and money management that the misunderstanding, misappropriation, and misapplication of Jesus’ metaphor in his religious teachings have caused.

			Understand Jesus’ Teachings & Wealth

			Jesus, in his teachings was very particular about your ability to do well financially and in fact, be a wealth creator. This is why Jesus gave you much untapped potentials and talents which you have barely scratched. What many believers including religious teachers do not understand about Jesus’ teachings in Matthew chapter 25 or in Matthew, the nineteenth chapter is that Jesus’ metaphor about the camel going through the eye of the needle than for the rich man to enter into the kingdom of God was trying to confront is self-centeredness due to the spirit of poverty as well as ungratefulness and greed. Jesus never, has ever been against the acquisition of genuine wealth by his followers.

			Jesus Teachings On Wealth & The 
Eye Of The Needle Gate

			Pastor Mark Pfeifer once mentioned that the truth behind Jesus statement that it is better for the camel to go through the eye of the needle than for the rich man to enter into the kingdom of God was two-fold. First, he noted that we can see that it is easier to make a spiritual man wealthy than for a wealthy man to become spiritual. Secondly, Pastor Pfeifer observed that a person must understand what the disciples knew when Jesus spoke about the eye of the needle. The eye of the needle was the name of a gate in Jerusalem where camels regularly traveled through. In order words, Jesus contemporaries or audience who heard Jesus talk about the eye of the needle knew that Jesus wasn’t talking about the little opening in the sewing needle with thread running through it. Jesus was rather making a reference to a very low entrance into the marketplace known as the eye of the needle gate. The situation was that for a camel to go through this small gate, each camel had to be unpacked of their load and bend their knees. A clearer understanding of this process entails that a camel owner would not only have to unload the baggage carried by the camel in order for the camel to go through the eye of the needle gate, but must position the camel in ways that the camels come through the gate on their knees.

			Jesus Expectations From The Wealthy

			Thus, my personal understanding of Jesus expectations of the rich is that in order for a rich man to be saved into God’s kingdom, becoming a partaker of that kingdom must begin here on earth by how the rich individual surrender to the grace of God in Jesus and how such rich individuals make use of the material resources s/he has benefited from the economy of God’s grace. Not only must s/he unload their material possessions and release them to help finance the work load of God to reach its redemptive potentials on earth since the progress of God’s work needs greater amount of money and material resources to achieve its kingdom capital. For this reason, “every rich or wealthy individual wanting to be part of the Kingdom of God must by implication learn to be useful in God’s hands,” kneel before God, depend on God’s grace and daily bow in reverence by worshipping and acknowledge the one and only true creator of life who gives strength, health, and the ability to acquire wealth.

			“every rich or wealthy individual wanting to be part of the Kingdom of God must by implication learn to be useful in God’s hands,”

			The unwillingness of any rich individual to do the former means that they are not ready to inherit the kingdom they contributed nothing meaningful towards, with the wealth released by grace from the owner of the kingdom. Wealthy people must learn to reverence and serve God selflessly—not serving their wealth. The rich and the wealthy, in other to be saved must be filled with the Spirit of God before they become partakers of the kingdom of God. The wealthy must learn not to be tight fisted, oppress the poor with their wealth, or continually take advantage of the weak and become greedy and corrupt. To be saved, a wealthy person needs to trust that it is God who gives s/he the ability to acquire wealth and trust God by releasing wealthily into the world of those who are starving and have-nots. It further requires that the rich or wealthy must empower, not exploiting the lives of those who in the persistent lack of material resources could easily be recruited into crimes, violence, and making it impossible for others to live their best life now. This is consistent with Christ’s response to the self-centered rich young ruler who Jesus directed to give a share of his personal possessions to the poor and follow Him.

			What Jesus Saw In The Mind of The 
Rich Young Religious Ruler

			By directing the wealthy man to give away some of his possessions and follow him, Jesus was not mandating the rich man to become poor first, before he could become his follower. However, Jesus saw a trend, a pattern, and a poor lifestyle of acquiring more and more and yet never able to release to the lives of others, nor towards the work of the kingdom of God. Jesus saw how tight fisted the rich man in Matthew the Nineteenth chapter had become over the years with all the wealth that he had enjoyed from the economy of God’s grace and the level of hypocrisy in his life as he hide under the veil of religion. Jesus observed how people were suffering disproportionately around the nation, the neighborhood or community that this wealthy powerful young ruler ruled, and how the young rich ruler found it easier to strangulate the resources of those he ruled and became extremely wealthy and yet, found it very difficult to release financial and/or other material blessings to the lives of the poor, while he lived in opulence and wastefulness.

			For this reason, Jesus tried to talk him into understanding what it takes and the higher expectations Jesus has for the wealthy in society in order for them to become partakers of God’s wealthy kingdom after God has blessed an individual with material wealth. Using the analogy of how difficult it appears for the fattened camels carrying their loads to go through the eye of the needle gate, unless they offload all of the unnecessary loads they are carrying, Jesus tried to relate this process to his message to the wealthy, that unless any individual wanting to become a partaker of God’s kingdom release their loads of sin, share their wealth to those they are better off than, and finance the kingdom work by having the mind of Christ (Philippians 2:5), they should as well forget about the kingdom of God, for they will never become part of it.

			Every Rich Ruler Has An Assignment From Jesus

			The message from Jesus is this: Every ruler or follower of God must offload greed, unload corruption and hypocrisy and discard this priced possession before such a ruler or follower could enter into the kingdom of God. The major problems of the rich young ruler that Jesus confronted in Matthew 19:24 centered on what had become a lifestyle of wild living, never enough living as acquisition of more and more has become a norm, and a stingy lifestyle that hoard things because of the spirit of poverty in his mindset. Jesus knew that yes, as a religious man, the rich young ruler wanted to identify with him, follow him, and yet, his mind was principally pre-occupied with his earthly possessions and stupendous wealth and his inability to release his mind wholly to the leadership of the Holy Spirit and part of his personal wealth to finance the work of the kingdom of God. How can you be financially or materially blessed by God and yet you can’t create jobs and abate unemployment for the unemployed? How can you close your eyes over exploitation of the poor and their natural resources? How can you not give unstintingly and bless those who are working for the advancement of the kingdom assignment on earth, the poor within your neighborhood, community, or state? How can you neglect the widows, the orphans, those ravaged by poverty and disease? How can you be a rich ruler and infant and maternal mortality, HIV/AIDS, starvation and preventable crimes and diseases, kidnappings and armed robbery, racial/tribal tensions and inequalities still abound in your neighborhood and yet you have all kinds of security guards, private jets, and assorted automobiles and you expect to be part of the kingdom that you don’t care to promote its standards and principles?

			The Expansion of the Expectation

			In reference to Jesus’ teachings about wealth and riches in Matt 19:24, Rosalie Dann once noted that: No-one will take any possessions with them to heaven. However it is not money that is evil but the love of it, putting it ahead of God. To say rich people will not enter heaven is somewhat of a stretch. Jesus had followers who were rich. Lydia was a seller of Purple therefore a wealthy business woman. Jesus was buried in his wealthy friend’s tomb. These are just two that we know of. There have been as many wealthy people as well as the poor throughout the centuries who have loved and followed the Lord. The important thing is the place in your heart that money holds and whether you hoard and are selfish with your wealth or if you are generous and use it to help others. God didn’t say give it all to Him, He asked for 10% (plus generous offering borne out of your love for God which can be given to churches, the poor and less privileged or those you are better than financially) off the top and then anything more is your gift as you decide. Pastor Mark Pfeifer in his book, breaking the spirit of poverty said that: “there is no doubt in my mind that God is raising up people like Abraham who are going to help finance the kingdom of God. These people need to be kingdom-minded. They need to understand that being successful is not enough. They (must) move into a state of being significant. Success is measured by how much you have. Significance is measured by how much you give—i.e. the impact you make.

			You don’t need to be apologetic or afraid of prosperity. That is part of what Jesus death and salvation qualifies you for. It was because of false interpretations of religious teachings that Saul who later became Apostle Paul and one of the New Testament outstanding itinerant evangelists used the Jewish religion to terrorize and subject early Christians into untold pains and supervised the stoning to death of Apostle Stephen, in A.D 27 before his conversion to Christianity. Paul who once was brainwashed by religious teachings into doing evil warned Colossian believers in the Christian Scriptures (Colossians 2:8 NIV) that: “See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. Part of what “poor/false religion or religious teachings” has promoted is greed and corruption and the illiteracy of people not knowing their rights or even when they do, the fear of brutal offensive from their captors. The first chapter of (James 1:27 NIV) described true religion as any: “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless to look after (the populations who are struggling through life difficulties) orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by (greed and corruption, and false teachings that perpetuate evil to the populations of) the world.

			‘Religious Stakeholders and Elites’ Abuse of Religion

			Majority of the problems that the church populations have faced over the years comes from the apparent discrepancies inherent in religious pedagogies that have for centuries influenced and limited the children of God to living at their best, and making their minds to work for them at their fullest potentialities by expanding their horizon. It has continuously kept them in captivity from achieving, becoming, and standing tall with their heads high in taking custody of all God-given opportunities and natural resources that was at their reach. The result is this: lack of transparency, racial and tribal mistrusts and tensions; other countries or groups invading and dominating through structural injustices and corrupt practices other people’s natural mineral resources; like oil and gas (in such people’s homeland) and poor management and wastages. The compendium of poor teachings that negates empowering pastors, religious people and populations and provide them with the tools for financial success, to take response-ability of created things and resources and dominate these resources as seen in Genesis 1: 26ff (where God gave Adam the mandate of dominion) ran deep in the theological training and curricula that produced the teachings received by many pastors and theologians over the centuries. Whether it was in the Chicago Theological School, Fuller Theological Seminary or Andrews University, it is still the same. Thankfully, the administration of Professor James Makinde, the vibrant Vice Chancellor/President of my alma mater—Babcock University has provided a dynamic leadership that has effected a paradigm shift, thus changing the way we do business in human capital development through education in Nigeria.

			In the theological training that most of us received in the past, there were virtually no part of it that dealt with or taught us something deeply about wealth creation, money management, or how to incorporate the teachings of prosperity—which is what God desire for our daily lives into our ministerial assignment to help keep our congregations on a greater path for wealth creation and management and finance the kingdom work, yet our ministers longed and in numerous instances levied their members for funds to do one church project or the other. How can we finance the kingdom work when we don’t equip our church members with the right mental tools and other resources they need to creatively become a powerful force for capital development and help finance the work of God in our local churches? At best, some of us were taught about stewardship, but it was taught in a straight-jacketed manner that never really promoted our personal prosperity and starved us the knowledge of wealth creation, thus starting with tithe promotion that ended with Malachi 3:10.

			The sad reality is this: these teachings have resulted into God’s people and church goers and members perishing for lack of knowledge to take care of their financial future and that of their children. How can people live their best lives now without financial capital that provides money and assets, access to basic standard healthcare, comfortable housing and clean water, and infrastructures like good road networks and security of lives and properties? Is there any, among all of these things that we do not deserve or any of it that God is against for his people?

			Because of hermeneutical errors, religious perceptions, and traditional dogmas, these teachings missed the point of empowering people on how to effectively pursue and live at their best on earth for the time being, while they await the second coming of Jesus—the kingdom of God. Over the centuries, some influential church fathers and theologians have produced teachings that influenced believers into believing that God is only interested in spiritual matters and pays no greater attention to human material needs or human capital development. This should have not been the case! It was because of this type of poor religious teachings and understanding that the theology of social gospel by Niebuhr and Rauschenbusch was born to confront the problem and make a statement that Christianity should not be for paupers, but that the movement of God in Christ through Christianity should be more relevant to both the spiritual and material well-being of individuals; their communal needs, as well as the social, and economic conditions of the adherents.

			The Dynamics of Religious Influence In Our Lives

			“How can the gospel of Jesus save lives when people do not have adequate resources or food to feed their children and money to access their healthcare needs”?

			The proponents of poor religious teachings or those with PTS rather resisted the social gospel putting their emphasis that it undermines the central narrative of the gospel of Jesus whose singular purpose is to save lives. “How can the gospel of Jesus save lives when people do not have adequate resources or food to feed their children and money to access their healthcare needs”? While Neo-Platonism influenced church policies and Christianity like the example of the Roman Catholic church deciding that their priest must take a vow of celibacy before pursuing their careers or calling in the priesthood—a practice that was forbidden before as Roman Catholic priests use to marry and enjoy sex in marriage as part of God’s pleasurable holy gifts to his creatures, Neo-Platonism never influenced Judaism. The Jews successfully rejected the tenet of Neo-Platonism and Gnosticism. They stuck with the scriptures and believed that both the material blessings of the earth and the spiritual blessings come from the presence of God and are in harmony with God’s will in God’s economy of grace for his children; because “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows (James 1:17 NIV). This is why many Jews are successful business people and still very spiritual because they very well understand the harmonization of material things with the spiritual.

			Dr. Richard Caulker once stated that: the Jewish people and priest expect material blessings from God (because) in the Hebrew culture, the priests were not trained in sacred things (alone), but to also learn different trades. Jesus is one example of a spiritual leader with knowledge and skills on how to access wood and make furniture. Jesus did not expect people to sit and wait for God to access natural resources for socioeconomic development and job creation. Jesus created wealth by being self-employed, accessing natural resources, and thus produce goods and services that was needful, thus maintaining the dominion principle he instituted when he tasked Adam and Eve at creation to “subdue and have dominion” over the created things after creating them in Genesis 1:28. Dr. Caulker believes that after the creation of our first parents according to Genesis chapter one, God gave humans three major tasks to enable every human being to live in harmony and in abundance.

			First, God tasked them to take care of their relationship with God; to serve God in truth and in spirit and to have no other God beside the creator. This is why God created rest and ask our first parents to work for six days and get a time to be with God and spend quality time in ruminating on his grace. Secondly, God tasked our first parents to take care of their relationship with each other. To love ones neighbor as you love yourself. To avoid treating others in ways that you would not want them to treat you. And thirdly, God asked Adam and Eve to dominate the material world—all the created things, oil, natural gas, agriculture, businesses that create wealth for the good of humanity etc. While the Jews or Judaism obeyed and never deviated from the command of taking care of the material world or resources that God created, Neo-Platonism influenced Christianity to do otherwise.

			How We Got Here

			Unfortunately for the Christians, the Greek philosophical systems or Hellenistic systems of philosophies influenced our Christian theology during its early formulations, and gradually, Neo-Platonic teachings successfully walked their teachings into our minds through the Christian theology, church policies and church manuals and traditions. They created an environment within the church and church history in ways that missiology, theology, worship, the spoken word or the kerygma—preaching, the man/woman behind the pulpit, evangelism, youth ministries, our singles’ ministries and ministry in general was misunderstood to reflect Poverty, and to be seen only within the lens of spiritual matters. The problem that emanate from the latter is that ministry failed to be attractive to a lot of people, including people in the upper-class or most millionaires and billionaires who ordinarily love God, but may not have grown up in church.

			Additionally, ministry dragged to reach or fulfill its redemptive capital by empowering people to become more proactive in their material well-being and consequently undermined reasonable effort to reach believers holistically. The genesis of this problem is not new; for it came from the Hellenistic pedagogies which influenced most of the western civilizations that formed almost all church policies. It has a history that span over 2,500 years. The problem begun the day Neo-Platonism walked its way into the religious systems and teachings. The philosophical “infrastructure—comprehensive system of teachings” of Neo-Platonism began to influence Christianity from the 3rd to the 6th centuries. This system of philosophy was introduced through the works of the great Greek philosopher, Plato (427-347 BCE) together with some fractions of oriental mysticism. The founder of Neo-Platonism was Plotinus (205-270 CE) whose main interest was Platonism, Metaphysics, and Mysticism.

			“Neoplatonic concepts have roots in the Greek mystery religions and oriental philosophies. They are mostly un-Christian.”

			Plotinus was influenced by Plato, Ammonius Saccas, Alexander of Aphrodisias, Persian philosophy, and Indian philosophy. In turn, Plotinus influenced church fathers like St. Augustine of Hippo, Origen, St. Boethius, Damascius, Pseudo-Dionysius, Porphyry, Gnosticism, Renaissance Platonism, and the Traditionalist School of thought and most importantly, Christianity. “Neoplatonic concepts have roots in the Greek mystery religions and oriental philosophies. They are mostly un-Christian.” It later found its way into Corpus Hermeticum, in Christian theology, soteriology and in the historical development of monotheism in the Antiquity. Plotinus designed or constructed a fantasy of spiritual levels in hierarchical manners by which the individual or soul could be separated from the physical or material to the spiritual. Neo-Platonism was a dominant system of philosophy in Greek philosophical educational institutions. This system of teaching was more attractive to the Greeks and will remain part of the curricula until this pagan teaching ended about the 6th century. Neo-Platonism influenced Origen (184/185-253/254 CE), a powerful scholar, Church Father, and an early Christian theologian. Origen’s works was very influential in multiple branches of Christian theology such as: Textual criticism, biblical exegesis and hermeneutics, philosophical theology, preaching, and spirituality among others. It was also Origen who taught the controversial teaching among early Christian theologians of the subordination of the Son of God to God the father. Because the Greeks were the dominant world power in their contemporaries, they made their culture superior to other nations and peoples cultures that they conquered. They made almost everyone embrace their system of philosophy, their architectures, their political structures and infrastructure, and their way of thinking which is still very predominant in the way of thinking of the Western world till today. Plato was the architect who designed much of Greek philosophy. When the Greeks were conquered many generations later by the Romans, because of the system of religious thought and philosophies that the Greeks has installed in the mind of the people, Plato’s teachings remained unchanged and unchallenged in the Roman worldview.

			Plato’s Teachings & Our Belief System

			In Plato’s teaching, the universe existed in two spheres: the material and the spiritual. While the bible teaches the reality of both existence, Plato separated these two realities in ways that they became practically independent of each other, and whence cannot unite together. He pushed the material world in his philosophies to be against the spiritual world. In the Hellenistic classical thoughts of Greek, the natural world was an imperfect shadow of its spiritual counterpart. In that system of philosophy which will later be ingrained in the Christian theology and in the curricula of almost all the seminaries, the spiritual world was good, holy, perfect, and should be enviable, pursuable; flawless, void of any deficit, evil or pain. However, the material world was bad, full of evil, unholy, imperfect, flawed and filled with deficit, and shouldn’t be pursued at all. It was the rise of these thoughts that ushered in a system of philosophy called Gnosticism—coming from the Greek word for knowledge. The teachings of Gnosticism persuaded people to utterly reject things from the material world, and rather put their attention on the spiritual world—the only place where they are to find merit, meaning and purpose for living, and the place to be envied by all means.

			It was because of this teaching that Gnostics rejected the possibility and reality of Christ incarnation. If Jesus came in the flesh, since the flesh was evil, how could Jesus be sinless and holy? To rectify this issue, Gnostics proposed that Jesus did not really came in the flesh, but that it was rather a spiritual anomaly that only appeared to be flesh and blood. They posited that Jesus never came in the flesh and walk among the people, but that Christ only pretended to be a human with a physical body. It was because of the intensity of this philosophy which threatened the Church by the end of the First Century that apostle John wrote ferociously (John chapter 1:1-4; 14 NLT) where he stated that: “In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. He (the Word) existed in the beginning with God. God created everything through him (Jesus who is hereby referred as the Word), and nothing was created except through him. The Word (Jesus) gave life (meaning, purpose and direction) to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone. So the Word became flesh (human) and made his home among us—Emmanuel; God with us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness; for we (I.e. apostle John and the other disciples have visibly and tangibly experienced Jesus physically and work with him, for Jesus Christ is the perfect expression of God in human form) or seen his glory, the glory of the father’s one and only son.

			In (1 John 4:2-3NIV) John the beloved wrote: “This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every Spirit that acknowledges [confesses] that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God and every spirit that does not acknowledges [confess] that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God, for this is the spirit of Antichrist.” What apostle John was trying to disperse among the believers of Christ in the early church was the teachings of Dualism, engineered by Neo-Platonism. Platonic systems of philosophy slashed the spiritual world from the material world and branded the material world unholy, and the spiritual world holy.

			The Church Got Trapped

			Unfortunately, most church doctrines, church and religious education and upbringing and even the curricula that produced many pastors and church leaders knowingly or unknowingly followed the Greek or Hellenistic philosophies. The church got trapped into the tapestry of Hellenistic thought and systems of philosophy. For instance, dualism influenced many people whereby on Sunday, Wednesday, or Saturday, they go to Church (the holy place) and then draw the line of what happens outside the church to be only worldly or secular. To fully put Neo-Platonism into practice, church and religious doctrines taught us to separate the spiritual from the material or worldly, and gave us the definitions of those things which they are. This is why for numerous traditional churches even until now, prosperity teachings—living well, the principles of wealth creation and acquisition, living in great health, having a passionate or fulfilled sex life with one’s spouse or sex education in particular etc. are secular or worldly things that does not belong in the place of church or to be discussed around the church neighborhood.

			Unfortunately, many church people get these informations from the wrong places most of the time, since their church is unable to provide them with part of what they need to live a fulfilled life on earth before Jesus returns. These teachings over time barricade our minds into segregating our spiritual world and life from our normal everyday life and living that life. For some people, on the day of church attendance, they must appear holy before a holy God in a holy Church or Mosque, but then, on a Monday or day of work or business trip, holiness, righteousness, fairness, and spirituality must be deactivated, for they do not belong together. The summary of the Neo-Platonic teachings or Gnostics system of philosophy evident in dualism and still very popular today in most religious doctrines of the Church is this:

			•	Believers should avoid the world and have nothing to do with the world.

			•	Anything that feels good or pleasurable should be avoided (this is how and one of the key reasons apart from the economics of why the Catholic Church stopped their reverend fathers from marrying and having sex, since sex is dirty, sinful, pleasurable and worldly, and must not belong to holiness. Prior to this practice, Catholic reverend fathers use to marry, and have families and children in their parish.

			•	 You should not enjoy anything that is culturally entertaining, like cultural music, cultural shows, secular music etc. for they are worldly and do not belong to the spiritual world or to Church people—God’s children. How can you reach the world if you barricade yourself from the world? Why will Jesus need to come and be born of a woman—like every other child, suck on the breast of Mary as any other child would be breast-fed, and do the normal daily routine of humans in order to be engaged in the world, become one of the citizens of the world, and save all worldly inhabitants who believe (John 3:12-17)?

			•	Women should not wear ear rings, use artificial hears or wigs, wear pants (trousers) and should not use make-ups of any kind (like those of Avon or Mary Kay etc), because they are not spiritual, they are sinful, and are too worldly or belong to the material world. This is why many Born Again Christians in the past in places like Nigeria, Ghana, or Zimbabwe use to be so un-kept, some smelling—because they will never use body spray or perfumes and scented ointments or creams, and others looking so unattractive to their subjects who they are zealously condemning to burn in hell fire for wearing trousers (females) or using make-ups, or wearing ear rings etc. Where is it written in God’s holy word that people using these things will burn in hell fire?

			•	Anything that is not spiritual is not good for the child of God. The implication of these excesses is that a person and most church-goers were immersed into believing that being spiritual means avoiding joy, pleasure, and real things that make people happy in their everyday life and pursuit of happiness.

			Indeed, it was Neo-Platonism and Gnostic teachings that made many church leaders, pastors, or religious people not to play with their spouse or to starve their wife or husband sex when they ought to fulfill that obligation because sex is unholy during “ministerial duties or assignments.” Some of these teachings made these religious leaders to neglect taking care of their own children’s personal affair or needs; mentoring them on a one on one basis; going to sports with them, supporting them in their school homework, doing recreational or outdoor activities and/or paying attention to them when they needed to be there because, these religious leaders were busy mentoring their congregation to become spiritual and leaving their first disciples—their own family members behind. Others have been taught in seminaries to separate what is worldly from what is spiritual or they were too busy for the spiritual work of God and ministry. Unfortunately, many of these pastors or religious people who neglected their wives or children for “God’s work” are no longer in service today. The families they neglected, which should have been their first ministerial assignment brought them disgrace, divorce, painful disasters, or an end to their ministerial careers.

			What Resulted From These Teachings

			A careful cross-examination of most teachings surprisingly disappointed the adherents. It created double standard and placed the populations into psychological imprisonment. Such religious teachings helped to brain-drain the theological elites in the continents of Africa and elsewhere, specifically in places like Nigeria where I was brought up, Burkina Faso where I once worked, Ghana and South Africa etc. In most of these places, committed Christian believers where bared for years from going into local, state, or national politics or some strategic appointments and positions on a national scale to help elevate the people’s lives, by their religious organizations because these positions were too worldly for the believer. In Nigeria for instance, the fate of almost 200 million people rest on the hands of a very small and yet, mighty group who are so corrupt and sadly religious. One of the major problems that led to this apart from many years of military misrule was that before now, political careers were taught to be not meant for the children of God or committed Christians or believers who were deem to be very spiritual.

			The implication is that, Nigeria, a country with diverse and multiple natural and human resources, oil, natural gas, manganese, coal, tin ore etc. endowed by God have had to experience great loses to the pockets of a few corrupt leaders—thieves that has been estimated according to the World Bank to the tune of more than four hundred billion ($400b US dollars) from 1960 when the country gained independence from Britain until 2010. The Nigerian nation and its populations have faced stunted growth in almost all the sectors of the economy due to the corruption of few “religious people” and mismanagement and looting of the national treasury by these political elites.

			The youths and adults with great potentialities who should have lacked nothing to enhance their human capital development and their ability of living at their best are being disgraced and disenfranchised from developing their potentials, with the exception of the children of the political elites. Majority of them are killed like chickens in thousands, raped and their communities Balkanized and dwarfed with tribal and religious tension by major politicians to avoid uniformity of the poor masses while subjecting a generation of smart and ambitious Nigerians to systematically evacuate (Brain Drain) the country they loved or stay behind and accept their fate and/or hardship as a way of living for most people. For many of the Nigerian youths and adults who could not bear the disproportionate burden of poverty and difficulty placed on them by unemployment after the Nigerian Youth Service Corps (NYSC)—a mandatory one-year service to the country for those who graduated from the Nigerian universities under the age of 30 (i.e. if they are lucky to get there), a number of these unemployed graduates or those who could not finish their university or college education decided to take arms by means of organized scheme called 419 or internet scam. Others became political thugs who protect the mighty politicians and are rewarded with looted funds from the tax payers’ money or political appointments by their political godfathers.

			Meanwhile, some others joined the Niger Delta militant groups; while others became bandits and the Kidnappers who will later terrorize Abia State and majority of the Eastern states and across the nation in recent times. In the Northern Nigeria, poor religious teachings and PTS in general have continued to subject the youths into psychological imprisonment, economic and intellectual coma as they were barred from receiving western education which ordinarily would have prepared them to develop their potentials and their human capital development in general. Unemployment in these areas and many years of mismanagement have easily given the Boko Haram group, linked to Al Qaeda a boost in recruiting these jobless and mostly uneducated youths who have been terrorizing Nigeria in recent times.

			Some of these youths and adults either from the Nigeria’s East, the South, West or the Northern part of Nigeria have been causing mayhem to the nation. Many of such people have been brutally killed like goats or chickens which caused serious youth mortality that will last for a long time in the affected areas. As we turn on the TV set around the world, we see droughts of poverty, floods of suffering, earthquakes of crime, and violence that could have been prevented; and devastating diseases ravaging people and making them inefficient to maximize their fullest human potentials partly because of the greed of the “religious ruling class and the capitalists—the exploitation group who are effectively using politics and policies or multinational cooperation’s as a tool for neocolonialism. The bottom line is that people and the populations, no matter their country of origins or demographics will have difficulty to rise up to their potentials and live their best lives now when our religions, our cultures, our politics and economic conditions and accessibility to good affordable healthcare and basic amenities are poor or greatly compromised to favor only a segment of the populations.

			Avoid Having an Unemployed Mind

			Whether it is in Haiti or Nigeria, in Darfur or Burkina Faso or even the United States where i reside, at every corner of the street, we are greeted with “falsity” that perpetuate corruption due to greed, poverty, hunger, homelessness and the poverty of the mind which all coincides into disgrace of many citizens making it almost impossible for numerous people to live their best life now. Because most committed believers with the “anointing of the Holy Ghost” and poor people have been taught not to help shape the destiny of their own lives and people; barred from participating in national and local political policies where effective and strategic planning and policies are effected to lead the nation, the leadership of many countries and Nigeria as our case study have gone to the “dogs” who profess to be religious too, but having a form of godliness and denying the audacity of grace thereon to provide transformation.

			To compound this, too many believers went into the extremities of delusional utopia where they deny that they are no longer poor while claiming and confessing positively that it is well. How can someone claim that it is well when there is no stable electricity for the generality of the Nigerian populace except if they own noisy generators which produce intense carbon monoxide and subject the population’s health further into danger? How can millions of the Nigerian faithful’s and religious leaders sit comfortably with their followers and do almost nothing other than to pray when good drinking water, good road networks and good healthcare infrastructure and access to good healthcare are almost non-existent throughout majority of the country? Why are people dying every day because of road traffic accidents (RTA) and unequipped emergency rooms in the hospitals due to mismanaged resources? How can a Nigerian Senator receive an annual wage and allowance that is worth more than $400,000 (Four hundred thousand U.S. dollars) per year while the minimum wage of most Christian or Muslim believers who are in the civil service are N25, 000 or less, just a little above $150.00 (One hundred and fifty U.S. dollars) per month for more than 70% of the country’s general population? Who made these policies? And where were these believers when their fates which will necessitate their ability to live at their best were decided? In a media report written by Nasir Ahmad El-Rufai, at Elombah.com in 2011 titled: “Nigeria: Rich Country, Poor People” which I was granted permission to use by Elombah.com while completing this book, we are bombarded with some troubling descriptive statistics and analyses presented with facts and figures on the gross misappropriation of the Nigerian resources by the corrupt policy makers and the political class.

			El-Rufai observed in the article, that even though Nigeria’s population is three times that of South Africa, the Nigerian economy has remained second to theirs. Accordingly, Nigeria as at 2011 was ranked the 37th largest economy in the world, and the 11th largest economy in the lens of labor force (about 48 million, according to 2010 estimates). Looking at these, it baffles the mind when conceived that Nigeria has remained one of the most impoverished countries in the continent of Africa and the 25th poorest country globally. With the permission of Elombah.com online media agency, I have included the excerpt of this news article written by Ahmad El-Rufai to educate you. Below are the excerpt used by permission of Elombah.com:

			Global average income is about $25 per person per day, or $9,000 per annum. In Nigeria, about half of our citizens live under $2 a day – on the threshold of poverty. Two-thirds of the population lives under or around $1.25 a day – in extreme poverty. This is because our [Nigeria’s] economic growth since Independence (1960) has bypassed the poor. Reviewing global Gini coefficients which measure income inequality within nations, Nigeria is one of the most unequal nations in Africa and the world. And like many other resource-rich nations, our [Nigeria’s] ‘enclave growth’ has not led to sustainable job opportunities. This means that our so-called economic growth only benefits a narrow band of Nigerians – whether under dictatorships or democratic rule. While the Nigerian economy grew, the incomes of the poor have not, even with the new minimum wage. This is especially true of the rural and urban poor who together, account for much of Nigerian poverty. At current rates, it is estimated that by 2015, Nigeria will have more poor people unlike India and China who have more than a billion people each. In contrast, China and India have lifted more than 600 million out of poverty in the last twenty years of economic growth. In fact, the World Bank includes Nigeria in the list of top 15 places with the highest incidence of poverty. Of the Nigeria’s 162 million people, 90 million live below the poverty level of $2 a day, despite billions of dollars in oil revenues. In 1980 only an estimated 27 percent of Nigerians lived in poverty. By 1990, it had grown to 70 percent. In 2010, over 58 percent of our population lived under extreme poverty—in the new poverty threshold of $1.25 a day.

			Nigeria’s poor are in two distinct groups: the working and non-working population. Poverty is prevalent in both rural and urban areas, though large numbers of rural folk constantly migrate to urban areas in search of work. This is not unconnected to the fact that typical households in rural areas only cultivate 1 hectare of land annually which is only capable of producing about N80, 000 worth of food crops. From this, the household may earn N80, 000 ($500) or N219 per day, for a family of 6-7 people. Each member of that family lives on approximately N32-37 per day. Supplementary income from cattle, fishing or other wage labor, does not amount to much. The urban poor – mostly uneducated and unskilled migrants from rural poverty – only have their physical bodies as capital. Urban wages may be higher than the rural, (for the same kind of work, urban wage rate can be 50–100% higher), but workers sometimes end up poorer because most of their meager earnings is consumed by the higher costs of living. With the new minimum wage, the typical urban poor earns between N18, 000-20,000 (or N240, 000 annually). This translates to approximately N658 per day and in the smaller urban household of 4 would amount to N164 per person per day - less than the poverty line of N200 a day.

			Of our [Nigeria’s] 90 million poor people, 60 million are dependents. This leaves approximately 30 million ‘working poor’ whose income has to be raised from the current level of less than N200 [$1.25] to at least, N700 [$4.25] daily. The family system remains the medium of transmission of sustenance for the unemployed. This is ineluctable for now. Illiteracy and poverty are related; twenty centuries after the development of scripts and the numeric systems, about 44% of our population still lack basic literacy and numeracy skills. Though no precise study exists, it is a reasonable guess that illiterates comprise the poorest income group. Unemployment is at the heart of Nigeria’s poverty. There are few activities in the rural areas that create jobs apart from labor intensive agriculture; even this is seasonal. The landless farm laborers have little to do in the off-season, unless they seek work in the urban areas. Inadequacy of basic amenities like clean water, education, and health care further compounds the matter. The poor have no access to low interest funds, business development services and formalization channels. And because government lacks functional and effective strategies to fight poverty, one of the richest countries in the world has some of the poorest people.

			Any human being or global citizen with conscience who reviewed or scanned through the above troubling analyses can see how exploitative the Nigerian “religious” political class and the helpless docile “religious masses” that are in majority have had to endure together at the mercy of each other for so long. My challenge to you personally is to examine where you are today in your ‘religious level’ and economic capacity or well-being and people around you. I believe that God desire that you do better than being just a religious person because “the essence of Jesus coming to save was never to make you more religious, but to build lives and sustain transformative relationships.”

			“the essence of Jesus coming to save was never to make you more religious, but to build lives and sustain transformative relationships.”

			If anything, it was for this goal that caused Christ his life, as he left his heavenly splendor to become one of us—a citizen of the world in order to build lives and sustain transformative relationships. By this, we each were given impetus and have been reconciled back to God in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:18-19) to brighten our days and that of other people and not to destroy them! The question should be: Are you doing better today—with all the poor teaching syndrome promoted by being just a “religious” person or have you missed the point?

			God’s Interest in Our Religious Life

			As someone created in the image of God, God is not interested in your ability to become a religious fanatic or fundamentalist no matter which religion you identify with. On the contrary, God is interested in you because you belong to him. God is happy when you do well in material things, in re-building peoples’ lives and relationships, in helping the poor, and the less privilege and when you are doing well in your spiritual life too. It is your right as a child of the living God to take initiatives and inventiveness given through the freshness of the Holy Spirit who will lead you to take actions that offers healing, rebuilding hope. God is longing for people who will take responsibility, and think successfully since “all glory goes to God who has promised through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think because God can do abundantly and exceedingly far more than we can ever [bargain] or imagine (Eph. 2: 19-20 NLT). You can be liberated from a poor religious mindset or any limitation that psychologically subject your mindset into imprisonment and facilitate your inability to live your best life now.

			The fact is that God is totally interested in your welfare. God wants you to excel. God will be happier when you live at your best and put smiles to the faces of those who hurt by the grace of God. You have been given dominion as we saw in Genesis chapters one through chapter three. Because, somehow you lost some of the dominion given to you by God who created you in his own image after the fall of Adam and Eve, the good news is that not all of that dominion was gone. At the crucifixion of Jesus at the cross, just before he died, we saw in the gospels that Jesus cried out loudly at the top of his voice that it is finished (John19:30). Part of the implications of that one of its kind cry restored our original dominion that God, Jesus, and the Holy Ghost gave to each of us at creation. What we cannot live now is a supreme and perfect life, due to the fragmentation that sin has caused us. However, we are encouraged to strive for greatness, for we are assured that perfect life and the attainment thereon, while in the kingdom of God. Nevertheless, we can live our best everyday life as people created in God’s own image. Consequently, we can pursue an everyday life of joy, happiness, holiness, health, wealth, and have life necessities that will help us to live the best life there is right now by the grace and mercy of God! There is more that you can personally do with your life that you barely have scratched. Part of the problem as I stated before is that majority of the poor teachings syndrome and mentorship we received have shaped our lives, our mindset, and infected our life with the spirit of poverty which can genetically become generational and a curse indeed. The good news is that there is hope. Things can change.

			You Can Overcome The Spirit Of Poverty

			The spirit of poverty is a self-image or identity that creates a constant sense of lack. It makes people to underachieve and undermine their potentials. It can infect churches, individuals, communities, and even nations as we can see. The thriving ground where the spirit of poverty operates is on fear and falsity. It can control how you think, how you see circumstances, how you judge material or financial issues and how you draw conclusions. The spirit of poverty makes people who are under its control jealous of what other people possess or their progress in material well-being. To overcome the spirit of poverty, this is what I want you to know: until you learn to rejoice and celebrate in another person’s success, prosperity or progress, you will never be liberated by the spirit of poverty and you will never enjoy peace. When people are under the influence of the spirit of poverty, they are unable to give unstintingly, because they lack the capacity to freely release into other people’s lives and believe that when you cast your bread upon the waters, that after many days, it can return to you (Ecclesiastics 11:1-2). The spirit of poverty convinces people under its clutches to believe that not releasing is growth; not losing is winning, not dying is living, and not that failing is success. It kills the passion of giving away or releasing to those who you are better off or who even are better off than you are, since acquiring more and more becomes the pathway to prosperity. At the extreme, most people who are under the influence of the spirit of poverty become what I describe as User-friendly persons. These people are mostly liabilities wherever that are and may cause you the ability to live your best life now.

			Limit Your association with User-friendly Persons

			After many years of leadership, I got a superior knowledge and dealings of User-friendly individuals. My description of a User-friendly individual is someone who uses false pretense to cheat, obtain material resources or short-term favor from friends, family members, organizations, or from the government. The major outstanding features of User-friendly persons whom I describe above are their ability to appear innocent or in most cases be like a ‘very religious’, yet, greedy, hypocritical person.

			Typically, they operate like Chameleons. A User-friendly person specializes in sequestrations. The word “Sequestration” comes from a legal term meaning to take possession of property until a dispute over its rightful ownership is resolved. User-friendly people are instigators and backbiters; and can blackmail at will to look innocent or buy short term favor from their next victim. They like to control what belongs to others, and work very hard when they cannot get away with what they want and to subject you into wasting valuable resources and time on damage control. A User-friendly person is a bitter person. Many times, because of their bad mental attitude or outlook to life, when you are helping a User-friendly person, something deep inside them quickly informs them that you have an ulterior motive for helping them or that you are using them to gain something.

			“If you employ a User-friendly person in your establishment, they are mostly the ones to cost you headache or steer rebellion and corrupt other team members.”

			They are not usually great employees because they believe that you are using them; you are underpaying them, since they are the ones helping you. The employer is not helping them, they resolve. For a majority of single or married User-friendly individuals who are controlled by lustful or fleshy spirits, sometime they can be very determined to ensure that they seduce their victim sexually. If they start coveting a minister for instance, they may appear very religious and come for counseling or even prayer. A User-friendly individual possessed by lust can go far to device other avenues to lure a minister or individual into sex with them, and then hold their victim into captivity and extort more sex or money steadily from them. When they want to take another persons’ spouse, or partner, they may appear very “religious” or holy and become family friends or pretend to help the family. Lustfully, something inside their mind convinces them that they are the rightful owner of their target and that they are worthy of the man or woman they want to take custody of, or away from the other individual, and that the original rightful spouse does not deserve their partner. Their jealous mindsets have ruined homes, marriages, and ministries today.

			On the other hand, User-friendly persons usually appear to be like a dove (while in reality they are more dangerous than a lion) when they need something from you. They will usually surrender to your leadership or authority when convenient for settlement or re-settlement of what they believe is their entitlement or to achieve a selfish end. They cannot be trusted with monetary matters. Majority of User-friendly individuals are always involved in dispute with a number of people over monetary issues.

			Usually, many User-friendly persons that I have encountered are not givers, which is why they always lack. The spirit of poverty makes them unable to give unstintingly. You typically owe a User-friendly person something all the time. You always pay for or before service is rendered. If you don’t owe them in how you mistreated them, you owe them on how you are mistreating others. Usually, they like to brain-wash others to see how you are a terrible person. There is usually something they expect in return or something that has a manifest or dysfunctional purpose or proportion as to why they give when they do so. User-friendly persons are a very greedy group who competes very negatively. They are very determined and very high minded in negativity. The problem largely comes from their limited or shallow mindset, which has been developed over time—that immediate reward is beauty, giving out is losing, and not losing is winning.

			Typically, the philosophy of User-friendly individuals is that if they are not the ones making things happen in their environment, things should not happen around them at all! Using false pretense to accumulate is their trademark, although a number of them work legitimately too. Several User-friendly people have attitudinal limited-mental-mindset disorder that makes it almost impossible to keep or sustain long term relationships. They are not straight forward or forthright. The goal of this group is geared towards negative energy. They are great pretenders and work very hard to make sure you don’t get to know who they really are or their true characters. Unfortunately, their attitudes and approach to life expose who they truly are because the leopard cannot erase its skin. If you want to grow in joy, in building your dream, and growing richer in sustaining your happiness, limit your exposure to this group. At best, pray for them, and ask God for wisdom when you notice them around you, for they are a very dangerous group. This is why I totally agree with Barbara de Angelis where she said: “We need to find the courage to say no to the things and people that are not serving us if we want to rediscover ourselves and live our lives with authenticity.”

			Sometimes, User-friendly persons find it very disturbing to be corrected or to acknowledge any form of wrong doing because of a prolonged negative mindset which has characterized their lifestyle. They are usually perfect. If they are in politics, they will play very dirty and always find grounds to destroy their opponents even when common sense says no. A User-friendly person usually will not take responsibility for their bad or poor actions and judgments, neither will such individual apologize when they are wrong because there is no way they can be wrong in the first place—which is why they hardly keep relationships. User-friendly persons are not humble and they are ready to borrow resources or money from you unaccountably and use your money within their custody or control any how they deem fit. This group is always ready to pick up a fight with you, when you ask for your money back. This group will hardly brighten your day. They cannot be trusted. A User-friendly person hardly repay when they borrow. They don’t like to or hardly respect other people’s property, authority, or priced possessions. They can’t build. They are destroyers. Another key characteristic of a User-friendly person is that something tells them that wanting more and taking from others are a means to happiness because it is better to receive than to give. Taking the shortest distance possible by shred means is the life style of a user-friendly person and they are specialist fault-finders. Typically, a User-friendly individual will hardly respect constituted laws or authority and if they purport to do so, they will quickly mechanize a way to cheat.

			This Group Can Hurt You, Regardless

			In the U.S, we have heard cases of people and witnessed stories of User-friendly individuals who try to defraud the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). A great majority of them have falsified tax return information with the intention of getting more money from the IRS either by committing identity theft fraud, or using work colleagues, friends or other people who are in no way related to them and use their information to file taxes or list them as their dependents for the love of money. A good example of a User-friendly person who tried to defraud the State of Oregon Department of Revenue and make headlines across America in 2012 was Krystle Marie Reyes. Ms. Reyes, a 25-year-old woman duped the state of Oregon into giving her a $2.1 million tax refund. She later pleaded guilty to the crime and was later sentenced to 5 and half years in prison. The media reported that Ms. Reyes got $2.1 million back on a prepaid debit card and went on a bit of a spending spree, shelling out $150,000 on a variety of things before she was caught. Ms. Reyes filed a bogus (false) tax return on $3 million income. She got a $2.1 million back on a prepaid debit card.

			Identity theft, tax fraud and tax-related identity theft are on the rise in the U.S because of User-friendly people. In 2011, more than 640,000 taxpayers were affected by tax fraud, which doubled the number of taxpayers affected the year before, according to statistics provided by J. Russell George, the Treasury Department’s inspector general for tax administration, and cited by the Wall Street Journal. The IRS received 2.2 million fraudulent tax returns in 2011 alone, 940,000 of which involved identity theft, according to George. User-friendly people are hurting us and have caused a number of Americans and people to find it difficult or unable to file legitimate tax returns because identity thieves filed fraudulent tax returns for them first.

			User-friendly people hardly have good moral values and ethical standards and will betray you when you least expect. Avoid them, if you must live your best life now. They are not teachable and they are always not at fault as they are never open to discipline or correction. A User-friendly person will technically make you a friend or when they are unable to do so, they will study you very well, and then try to come in a closer relationship with you through any means possible for the sole benefit of using you or your resources to achieve their end, and dumping you in pain or loss afterwards. They like making people miserable. They are like cancer! Many of the times, if it is in a church setting or in an organizational setting, a User-friendly person will work very hard to infiltrate into getting people’s information at all cost even if it means to fabricate one with the intension of using such people’s information against their victim. In a Church setting, if they are church elders or officers, they usually appear to be saints. They know the sins of almost everyone in the congregation.

			The User-friendly individuals I have encountered on my journey for success can be people you trust as close aides, friends, family, even church elders; church workers, and subordinates. Without knowing who they really are, these groups can infiltrate your team in order to steal your joy. In a thriving business organization, they can manipulate their way into your top team with the foremost goal to steal information. They are usually never satisfied; for there is hardly anything you can do that ensures that they are satisfied. They are usually unappreciative and very ungrateful. In their small minds, what matters is what happens now, not what is next.

			A User-friendly person can do whatever it takes to get ahead first and now. They are typically unhappy with other people’s success or when others are more prosperous or successful than they are, they may plot how to bring them down, regardless of the means. User-friendly individuals will not help you to live your best life, for they are grand masters in manipulation, distraction, and distortion. They have a crab-mentality that says: “instead of someone to succeed more than I do or before I succeed, let everyone remain unsuccessful.” In my native Ngwa language of Eastern Nigeria, we describe them as “Onyensi.” Onyensi is an evil, jealous or greedy person who is usually ungrateful, never satisfied, and bitter against someone else or other people’s progress or prosperity. Sometimes at the extreme, Onyensi specializes in causing more harm than good. They pride in prosperous people’s misfortune and can use supernatural means such as voodoo powers to cause evil. They have the capacity to poison people’s mind one against the other. They usually succeed with people who believe much in their powers. The irony is that majority of them or their children are not usually successful in life. A great majority of them are “religious People” too. They attend churches or the mosques.

			User-friendly people are usually dishonest and rebellious. If you place them at a position of influence in your business, their goal will be to run you aground or take your customers and business secret to begin the same line of business or the sale of those trade secrets to your competitors. If they do not have the financial resources, they will use or sale the business secrets they have learnt from you to your competitors or give them out for a peanut of for free. They also specialize in petitioning authorities or the law enforcement against your business dealings with false information to cause your downfall when they are fired from your firm. Their major objective is to cause one’s failure in life or to make someone drag through life. Remember that this is not God’s intention for your life. In the Christian Scriptures, (Jeremiah 29:11NLT) makes clear what God’s intention for our lives are when the prophet Jeremiah affirmed: “For I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD,” they are plans for good [for prosperity] and not for disaster [not to cause you harm or difficulties of life], plans to give you a future and a hope.”

			The User-friendly person will lie and cheat very easily to get their way, and when they fall short of their way, they go on the offensive side by taking defensive avoidance or simply put—go for blackmail. Occasionally, because of my positions in leadership, I encounter couple of User-friendly individuals around me every now and then both in my ministry and businesses too. One individual in particular who topped the list, managed to somehow, manipulate into accessing payroll information and get to know what every staff was paid plus other vital information that that individual should never have had access to, and then personally became infuriated and questioned me why the individual was not paid what certain others were paid—telling me specifically what each staff were paid. This individual got fired!

			The same individual recruited couple of other people on my team to work against me even while that individual worked in my establishments and I was paying that individual’s salary. Before this time, the same individual had infiltrated my ministry top team somehow, and tried to work hard for its failure, more especially when things couldn’t work the way the individual had wanted, while a top ministry officer in God’s church under my leadership and a “trusted” employee of one of my businesses. This is why ministers who are entrepreneurs must watch who they bring on their teams in ministry and in their businesses too. Where possible, it is better that you don’t add a single person you have on your top teams in ministry to your other top teams in your secular businesses, unless it is your spouse. Learn to separate the two.

			I recall that on a certain day, after I have confronted the individual and truly discovered the potentialities of this individual to bring my organizations down as things were no longer working in the individual’s favor, that the individual in question came over to me and said: “Pastor don’t you know that if we all leave this church for you that you will be left alone with your wife and children to worship here”? Surely, when that individual decide it was time to leave the ministry which was still in its formative years—a ministry that had established a brand name for being family to many, unity and being a fellowship in the truest sense of it, that that individual tried to fragment the ministry by making sure to cause enough havoc; sowing mind boggling seeds of discord with blackmails, distortion of facts, and enough evil-seed to destabilize the work of God under my leadership. This individual surely took a handful of people who believed the lies that was sold to them anyway.

			The good news however is that God is more powerful than any other power. For most of you who have been betrayed and endured the pains inflicted by User-friendly people or groups, this is what I want you to hold onto: If you are going through life with such a level of difficulty and pain because of User-friendly people, don’t give up. Your help will come from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth, because he who keeps watch over Israel never sleep nor slumber (Psalm 91), for: If God is for us, does it matter who can ever be against us? (Romans 8:31). Your pain is only temporal. But your joy is eternal. If you want to live your best life now and perform on top of your game, you must either avoid these kinds of people or you learn how to go around them.

			Don’t Trust Easily

			Before certain experiences, I was used to pastorally trusting people easily. But things have changed. Not long ago when we were moving our church ministry site to a new facility, I did not know that two of the people (U.S citizens) I hired to help in the constructions, were User-friendly persons. What baffled me was that they came highly recommended. The first individual strategically brought the female girlfriend into the picture. We offered her a job also, since we discovered that they were both hard working. Because of the ongoing constructions and for the fact that neither I or any of my ministry officers were available at the site all the time to supervise the reconstructions that were going on, considering that a significant part of it were done in the nights, we opted to live the keys to the new ministry facility for this two hard working individuals amongst others.

			Swiftly, these individuals duplicated the keys we made available to them without our consent. For about four months, we couldn’t believe that they were sleeping in a section of the children’s church when constructions were already completed. We suspected the foul play at first, but opted to carefully investigate it, since they were now attending our church. Through my surveillances, we had evidence to prove that they were sleeping in the children’s church. At that point, I decided to confront them and ask them to hand me the keys. They did. But I was disappointedly surprise to find out that they had another spare key and continued to sleep in the children’s church.

			Speedily, once I confirmed the situation, I brought a company the following day that came and change all the church door keys, both inside and outside. That was the only way we could stop these individuals, even though we had every reason to initiate a legal action against them. For you to live your best life now, you must learn as much as possible, to avoid people who are User-friendly. Do not trust people easily, even if they are fellow ministers, church elders, or people working in your secular organization. Ask God for wisdom to guide you. Background check will reveal quite much about peoples past history, but it will not reveal people’s mind. This is why the Christian Scriptures according to (Jeremiah 17:9 NLT) cautioned that: “The human heart [mind] is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately wicked. Who really knows how bad it is”?

			If you have ever wondered until now, why User-friendly people always lack great things in their lives, I believe that you already have discovered that they were never the opposite: Givers, who never lacked. Every lack may not be material lack. When we lack the capacity to bring joy and peace to others and put smile on their faces by lifting them up, we are destroyers. Learning the art of giving love and happiness to others and watch God perform the impossible in in every area of our lives is noble. Giving is living. When you sincerely give unstintingly in time, in lifting others up, not to push them down; in finance, in encouragement or supporting others, in love, in prayer, in praise, and in thanksgiving, you will never lack. Rosa Parks’ giving up to stand up for mediocrity when it was the most convenient thing to do has caused a number of millions of other people to stand for greatness and reach their fullest abilities today. What will you give to this generation? You can avoid being a User-friendly person. Give and live.

			“When we cannot build and sustain integrity, our Christianity and moral values will be frequently questioned.”

			We will make caricature of the movement of God’s love we profess to be part of in Jesus. The Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 3:2 noted that as Christians: The only letter of recommendation we need is ourselves (i.e. our lifestyles). Our lives therefore, are like letters written in our hearts; everyone can read it and recognize our good work among you. The beauty of life lies in the golden rule by treating and distributing justice to others as we will have them treat us (Matthew 7:12) and in trusting that when we need things, we will get them. For everyone, there is a sense of joy and satisfaction we attain when we have good health, hope, strength, love, finance, new jobs, securing that business contract; passing an exam, or living a fulfilled life empowered by the grace of God. The good news is that we have a great God whose specialty is to supply all our needs according to his riches by Christ Jesus.

			De-program Your Insulated Past Mindset

			God is willing to transform us and help us break the barriers of our past. He wants us to de-program our past mindset. This is why the Christian Scriptures in (Romans 12:2 NLT) warned: Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and the perfect will of God. Our loving God has not abandoned us to sojourn alone. If you have reasons based on what I have discussed above to believe that somehow, you have become a User-friendly person lately, what I want you to know is this: I love you, and God loves you even more. This is why God sent Jesus to come and die in our place, to give us the great salvation that is so rich and free (John 3:16). What God wouldn’t want for our lives is for us to remain the way we have been for so long. You can receive breakthrough and be a freed person from the psychological imprisonment the enemy have subjected you to for far too long by the special grace of God. When we continue to be identified in the group of User-friendly individuals, we will be negatively influenced and our lives will not be beautiful. We will lack the capacity to live our best life now and even next. We will continue in defensive avoidance, make excuses for our wrong doing in life, and make other people uncomfortable and not able to live with intense joy and peace.

			The good news is that you don’t have to remain this way. You can change and the reason is this: You are a person of power. You are actually very power-full person. You can touch so many lives with the goodness of God. The Christian Scriptures challenges us in (Hebrews 12:1-2 NLT) that: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight (retrace every step) that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up (that is every negative attitude, every mindset, and bad behaviors we so tight-fistedly cling to). And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, Jesus endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne.

			Therefore, throughout your life journey, what I declare to you is that you will do well. God will unleash extraordinary strength and the power to prosper  your life. This strength will give you the ability to overcome sequestrative behaviors which has kept you in bondage and banish you from continuing to be a User-friendly individual. Now, what we may need to remember is this: Our liberation process must begin in our minds. Someone once said that “the eyes cannot see when the mind is blind.” This is true, for our ability to live our best life now and be fruitful all begins with the status of our mindset. It was for this reason that the Christian Scriptures in the Gospel according to the sixth chapter states (Luke 6:44-45 NLT) that: “A tree is identified by its fruit. Figs are never gathered from thorn bushes, and grapes are not picked from bramble bushes. A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. What you say (or do is the product of your thoughts and mindset) for out of the abundance of the heart (your mind), the mouth speaks. My declaration for your life is God’s favor which when received will cause supernatural increase and fruitfulness to characterize everything that defines our lives. If you can believe this in your mind right now, decide to change from your past way of living and sincerely ask God for forgiveness and to grant you the ability to overcome, you are already liberated.

			When we forget about our old strategies which has never gotten us anywhere in life and rely on God’s strategy, we can sure move mountains. When we allow God to take us step by step in our journey, even when we are in the dark about its details, God by his special grace and power can perform the impossible in our life. This is why the Lord says:” Cursed are those who put their trust in mere humans, who rely on human strength and turn their hearts away from the Lord. They are like stunted shrubs in the desert, with no hope for the future. They will live in the barren wilderness, in an uninhabited land. BUT BLESSED are those who trust in the Lord and have made the Lord their hope and confidence. They are like trees planted along a riverbank, with roots that reach deep into the water. Such trees are not bothered by the heat or worried by long months of drought. Their leaves stay green and they never stop producing fruit. (Jeremiah 17:5-8 NLT).

			Be Dependent on God’s Audacious Grace

			As we explored above, most people may not live at their best today because they live a life where they think that the shortest way to their success is through shred measures or solely by their own abilities. When we carefully examine ourselves, we can see that: Everything that we are; and everything that we ever owned was not because of our own might or strength alone, they came to us through our actions powered by the grace of Jesus which is ever sufficient. Many a lives in our societies that are unguided by the principles of God’s grace, are experiencing multiplication and complications. Such lives are full of fragmentation and compartmentalization that leaves and dump people in the pool of confusion and obscurity. But I’ve got you good news: Your life does not have to be that way.

			God has invested all in you. Ever wondered why the psalmist declared in the Christian scriptures that we are [carefully] fearfully, and wonderfully made, marvelous are your works, and that my soul knows very well? (Psalm 129:14 NJLV). In order words, we are not here by accident. We are not where we are by random chance; God took out his time to design us as those created in his image. The implication is this: We belong to God, and therefore we are God’s own. Afterwards, the same scripture announces in (Ephesians 2:10 NIV) that “we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do great works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” God has given us everything there is to make us live our best life now and perform at our fullest abilities even today.

			In the second part of this book, I will offer and explain 10 specific strategies for you to use as powerful success tool kits or blueprints to guard your mind against the strategies of the enemy and failure. This book may not just be read, you could use it for group study until the 10 strategies are fully understood and become powerful mental-attitudinal weapons against the enemy and every negative influence that limits your ability to live your best life now. By following this simple, and yet, powerful strategies, you will discover happiness as you become victorious against every strategy of the enemy to keep you down. By prayerfully studying this book and releasing the power of success and positive words into your life and situation, it is my hope that you will gain new heights every day and a continuous victory over the enemy and the battlefield of mediocrity and the spirit of poverty he has set in your life. I tell you the truth; most of what you will discover in this book has personally transformed my own life, my finances, my marriage, my ministry, and my businesses. I trust that they will do the same in your case. As you read on, I will encourage you to get a journal or make a list of key action words that you can lock up in your mind.

			For easy grasping of the key concepts, I will use the acronym of 10 SLYBLNP here to mean the 10 Strategies to Living Your Best Life Now Program. Read purposefully with prayer, meditation and with an open mind, and remember that: God has not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7 NKJV).

			



	

PART II 

10 STRATEGIES TO LIVING YOUR 
BEST LIFE NOW PROGRAM

			“Your happiness in life and your ability to reach success begins with your mental-attitude and outlook and your ability to take advantage of opportunities and the leadership of your own future by how you manage your now.”

			—John Nwankwo

			IT’S ABOUT TIME

			THE 10 STRATEGIES TO LIVING YOUR BEST LIFE NOW PROGRAM (SLYBLNP)

			The 10 strategies to living your best life now you are about to read or study can work wonders and transform your life completely only with an open mind. Each of these strategies is based on practical day-to-day strategies that guarantees success based on God’s audacious words of grace and power. They are strategies that I have personally experienced their transformational ability in every area of my life and have reaped a harvest of God’s unlimited favor and miraculous breakthrough from. I guarantee you that they worked for me. Many people who knew me personally can testify that everything about my life and finances have changed forever. I will never ever struggle through life again by the special grace of God; neither will my wife suffer poverty, or any of my children and unborn grand and great grandchildren. If you have wondered how I got this far, well here is the secret: the transformative power of God’s audacious grace is limitless from where it can take ordinary people to making them extraordinary. Many of these teachings, I have learned from the word of God and through the years in my journey for success, as well as in my exposures, network and connectivity, and through my weekly teachings to my audiences.

			As you go through the 10 SLYBLNP, you will see that they are scriptural-based. I encourage you to pause, think, meditate, and write out what you want for your life now and begin to decree and make declarations about them to come forth by the power of God’s word and audacious grace.

			As you read and practice these exercises, you will discover that it is a process of transformation that will completely turn your life upside down over time if you believe God. I would equally suggest that you read and repeat as much as you can loudly and speak them into your own life where they speak directly to your situation or that of someone that you know or represent. These 10 SLYBLNP are designed to automate your mind to work success for you and set your “brain on fire” for God-driven actions and a purpose driven lifestyle that will bring out those hidden potentials in your life. If you have the time on your hand, you can make these strategies a 10-week or 10 day program plan for your breakthrough. It is up to you. First, I will encourage you to read part one, part two, and part three of the book to leave nothing behind as they will each prepare your mind for actions to activate the grace of God go to work in every area of your life. As you read on, you will notice that some of what you are learning are the things that have kept you from maximizing your fullest abilities and to live your best life now. You will discover that your thoughts are very powerful. They are the product of your mindset. They can keep you down or lift you up. They can accelerate your success in life or drag you backward through life. Remember, you don’t have to drag through life.

			Therefore, as you read, take notes. Get a journal, think of things you can implement in your daily life based on what you have learnt. The things you may need to unlearn, adjust, change, and what actions you need to take to facilitate your success. It was Pastor Norman Vincent Peale who said that when you: “Change your thoughts, you change your world.” Pastor Norman Vincent Peale could not be far from the truth because I have personally experienced this in my life. What you need to experience an exponential success may not be the physical change.

			I sincerely believe that the greatest change we need to live our best life now is the change that happens on the inside of us. I hereby dedicate the rest of this book to you or your group so that you will each experience success in your finances, your health, your marriage, your ministry or redemptive capital, and your business, just as I have experienced them. I want you to become successful. That is my ultimate purpose for writing this book. I believe that by the special grace of God, you will succeed.

			



	

STRATEGY NUMBER 1 

AUTOMATE YOUR MIND TO 
WORK FOR SUCCESS

			Watch your thoughts, for they become words.

			Watch your words, for they become actions.

			Watch your actions, for they become habits.

			Watch your habits, for they become character.

			Watch your character, for it becomes your destiny.

			Character is a victory, not a gift.

			—Anonymous

			DEVELOP YOUR MIND FOR GREATNESS

			It was Malcolm X who was known for saying that: “education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today.” While I sincerely believe that Malcolm meant well for formal education, I perceived that the two outstanding things he tried to communicate here was about mind educational-liberation and time management that enhances our success. Your mind is the engine room of your success. How you manage your time is the denominator. No wonder, the Olympic gold medalist Scott Hamilton once said that: “the only disability in life is attitude.”

			“A person with a bad mental-attitude to life is like a car with a flat tire. It will keep you in the middle of nowhere in life.”

			It will make you miserable, and fail short of taking you to greater and exciting destinations of life. The implication is this: every person with bad mental-attitude—a poor mindset will be stuck to defensive avoidance or simply put—excuses that make them unable to live their best life now. So, it’s about time to change every bad mental-tire to your success by changing those bad mental tires-attitudes and automate your thought or thinking system to act properly to your general outlook for life and success. I have encountered people whose ability to live a prosperous life is being withheld because of a bad mental attitude. If you want to live and perform at your best everyday life, maintain love and relationships, retain mentors and people that I call destiny shapers, I will encourage you to automate your mind to work for success for you and for others. When you do this and live every other thing that determines your life to hang on the grace of God, God will take you out for a trip. In that trip, you will go to all the beautiful and exciting places of life; with meaning, purpose, positive influence, significance for this gospel of the kingdom, and wealth creation. You will become a person of honor which is what the Christian Scriptures meant in (2 Timothy 2:20-21 NLT) where it is recorded that: In a wealthy home some utensils are made of gold and silver, and some are made of wood and clay. The expensive utensils are used for special occasions, and the cheap ones are for everyday use. If you keep yourself pure, you will be a special utensil for honorable use. Your life will be clean, and you will be ready for the Master to use you for every good work.

			Everything about my life changed when I automated my mind for success and learnt to depend on the grace of God. I entered the victory sanctuary of my life and success story, the day I learnt to act on what God is whispering to my ears and my mind. It works like medicine. What may keep many people from the reach of God’s best for their life is disobedience to God. For every time you see a blessed child of God in the Bible, whether a king, a priest, a Shepard, or people like Abraham, the blessings usually is or dependent on favor through obedience. In Matthew 6:33 Jesus re-emphasized the importance of obedience to God’s word and God’s will which usually leads to prosperity and promotions when he asked us to: Seek the Kingdom of God above all things first, and live righteously, and see how God will give us those things (material resources) that we need (to live our best life now). But then, your ability to do so depends on the state of your mind. If your mind is bitter, it cannot obey the word of God, neither will it yield to the utterances of the Holy Ghost who always whispers words of courage to our conscience and grant us the ability to think successfully. The Christian scriptures remind us in (Proverbs 15:13-14 NLT) that: “A glad heart [joyful mind] makes a cheerful face, but when the heart (mind) is sad, the spirit is broken. A wise person [i.e. a person with an open mind who intelligently seeks understanding], is hungry for knowledge, while the fool feeds on trash”

			The very same day that I automated my mind to work success for me is the day that God’s grace healed my brokenness, set me free from every limitations and emotional wounds; and it initiated a process that compensated my losses by restoring every stolen goods in the treasury of my life. I saw that my vision and dreams engorged, and God provided me with intense joy and a unique identity and financial freedom that now enables me to live my best life today. You can experience this too if you believe. What majority of people may not understand is that the grace of God perseveres. By working with it over time, it gives greater freedom that provides direction. The grace of God provides you with clarity and purpose, for it is only the grace of God that liberates the mind and provides such a peace and unending prosperity that changes your story. If you have tried every other thing before now, and they keep you where you are, then I urge you to try the grace of God and see how it can automatically push you over to the finishing life with success.

			If for whatever reason you are starting late with surrendering your mind to God’s grace, nothing spoil. The assurance is that you can still start late but finish well and rich by the special grace of God. The reason is this: time waits for no body. It’s about time that you begin to make the most out of every opportunity that God have long positioned on your everyday life. The opportunities are there. They abound. Many people think that there are not many opportunities to translate them into success. My question is what have you done? Have you had to do grace before now? What kind of preparations have you made? Did you rely on your own plans and strategies? Did you go on getting a degree and thinking that that’s all it takes to succeed or did you follow Gods plan for your life? Did your preparations include automating your mind for success? The truth is that only those who have made preparations will reap a bountiful harvest of success.

			When we give opportunities a chance, and when these opportunities meet preparations, the result is usually that you will quantifiably do exploits and perform at the top of your fullest potentials. For those whose problem is marriage, I tell you the truth: there are enough spouses to go around. They are there. For those, whose problem is money, there is enough money to go around too. But, remember that money goes to developed people. There is no developed person that I have encountered anyway, who did not give opportunities a chance. Period! For in (Deuteronomy 15:4 NLT) God instructed that: There should be no poor among you, for the LORD your God will greatly bless you in the land he is giving you as a special possession. For those whose problem is children, remember that Children are a heritage from the Lord (Psalm 127:3 NLT). No matter where you are coming from or what challenges you are facing now, you too can enjoy your best life today and do better than you have done in your past history, because it’s about time for God to decorate you with success. Don’t forget that you must automate your mind for success in order to benefit from that success you have longed for.

			The Only Grace that is Superb.

			In God, opportunities are endless and successes abound. The reason is this: the grace of God is superb. The audacious grace of God has the power in transforming lives and has the capability to change everything both on the inside and on the outside. God is gracious. His grace is superbly available to destroy every failure, addiction, and every cankerworm that eat your life’s resources. God has positioned his grace to change your story and past history. The grace that I mean to say is enthusiastically the grace of God that has no boundaries and boarders. This grace is ever willing to change you and your life forever; your thought and your whole thinking system and abilities on the inside. It is the only grace that shares in freedom, and that has no bias. The grace of God has no stereotypes, for it counts no wrongs. The grace of God has no tribe, no nationality, no race, no color, no class and the grace that loses every stronghold of pain, evils, prejudices, differences, stereotypes, and embraces all as one.

			“The sole intention of God’s grace is to save you and facilitate your prosperity and success.”

			Many people are in the habit of service by working so hard to achieve success. The problem of majority of us is that we possess a mental attitude which tells us that serving God with our works and righteousness is enough to grant us victory. The other problem is that we want to please God in order to win his favor with our good behavior, work ethic, and to some others, religiosity. Many of us have not dealt with the major problem of our lives: Automating our mind for success by the grace of God can liberate us. Well, if you have not fully automated your mind to believe God, you know it. If you belong to this category, what I say to you is stop— you don’t have to behave that way because there is no monopoly in the grace of God. There is no amount of hard work you can put in to reach success that will actually facilitate you to victory without the grace of God. Most people are working hard to reach their goal. What they lack however, is to trust God’s favor.

			“There is no amount of work you can put in to give you prosperity and success that will work without God’s favor.”

			Happy and unhappy people, righteous and the unrighteous, successful and the unsuccessful, young and the old, the rich and the poor are all in God’s economy of grace and can begin to experience the audacity of God’s grace and live at their best now if they embrace the grace of God and automate their mind to success. In God’s economy, everyone who is willing to believe God’s favor, automate their mindset for success, and everyone who believes in God’s mighty power to work favor within them, will attain success. Everyone who aspire faithfully and all who will live by the will of God and expose their dreams to God by automating their mind to faith in him will succeed. In God, there are no impossibilities. Everyone can make the most out of God’s grace and begin to rise on top and live their dreams and their best life now by the mercy of God.

			Red and Yellow, Black and White, males and females, married and singles, Igbos and Yoruba’s, Hausa’s and the Ijaws, Hutu and Tutsi, young and old, boys and girls are all welcomed to embrace the grace that is audaciously shameless and limitless. You can, right now, and I mean today, begin to enjoy and maximize the potentialities that is on the inside of you by the grace of God. No matter where you are right now, your past experiences, the life you are living now or have lived or the challenges you are facing right today, you can experience the audacity of God’s grace right now because there are opportunities next door. The grace of God works! It’s got power. It’s got potentials. It has the capacity to turn your business life around and your material blessings too. The audacity of God’s grace can change your situation and circumstances. You can begin to enjoy your best life now and have your hopes fulfilled, and be happy once again if you can automate your mind to work success for you and let the audacious grace of God speak into your situations. Our ability to make a difference will begin and end with our thoughts and actions because of our believe systems and the status of our mindset. This is why the Christian scriptures encourage us in (Philippians 4:8 NIV): “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.”

			Think About It

			For your mind liberation and automation exercise, ask yourself: What in your life do you need to believe the grace of God that you can accomplish and begin to automate your mind into success to do them? First, I want you to write a vision statement and mission statement of your life. A person without a clear goal or vision for living will live miserably. They can hardly live their best life now, and chances are that such people will make the lives of others with a vision not livable.

			In the Cooperate or business world, a vision/mission statement is like the concise strategic planning of an organization’s process of defining its strategy, or direction, and making decisions on allocating its resources to pursue this strategy. In order to determine the direction of the organization, it is necessary to understand its current position and the possible avenues through which it can pursue a particular course of action. Now, with this understanding, I want you to think as you go into the mind automation for success exercise for your life. I will encourage you to start by asking that you list or write below, FIVE life goals and dreams that are like a do or die affair of your life. Think about it as if your life will not work properly without these five goals. In your five identified life goals, list them in the order of need, hierarchy or priority. I want these to be about your life dreams. If you need to modify them as you read on, feel free to do so. Remember that you have to start small, but think big. Don’t settle for less or what I describe as status quo living. Now, I want you to begin to make declarations about these dreams or goals. I want you to make a list of your short term goals and long term goals. If you want, put todays date by the side of these five life goals you have identified about your life. When finished, sign your signature and put todays date. Remember that these goals must be SMART which is an acronym for:

			•	Specific

			•	Measurable

			•	Attainable

			•	Realistic and

			•	Timely.

			 

			____________________________________________

			____________________________________________

			____________________________________________

			____________________________________________

			



	

STRATEGY NUMBER 2 

YOU CAN MAKE YOUR 
MIND WORK FOR YOU

			“If you don’t get dissatisfied with small things, you will never grow big or win big.”

			—John Nwankwo

			“I can do (accomplish any success my mind is automated to accomplish) all this through him who gives me strength (exceptional power and audacity through his gracious sufficiency)”

			—Philippians 4:13

			TRAIN YOUR MIND TO BE DISSATISFIED WITH SMALL THINGS

			Most people are unhappy, unfulfilled, thus, living in the past, although they are present. Majority of these people live a pain-full life. They find it most difficult to disassociate themselves from smallness and the influences of their past life. The sad thing is that these negative attitudes self-sabotage their success. Those in this condition may face the inability to be corrected, to think big by learning new things and ways of thinking, and to freely give and accept love. They are easily distracted and can quickly become paranoid and give up when the going got tough. Don’t let this be you. To most people who live in this manner, this have caused them handsomely by subjecting them into living in isolation and confusion, only because they have not trained their mind to work for their success neither have they encountered and welcomed the God who gives freely; the grace that put isolation, depression, and confusion on hold. Such people live in misery—depressed and in a life of emptiness. Sometimes they are possessed by the spirit of poverty and compartmentalized into mediocrity.

			Others think that friends, food, music, sex, or alcoholic drinks and drugs can set them free and take care of the situation. Unfortunately, these people are living in bondage and are those for whom the grace of God is searching for to liberate. Now, the good news is that you do not have to belong to that group. You can make your mind work wonders and enhance your ability to live your best life now, because it’s about time that God, through his limitless grace seek to take you to places you never before have imagined. Believe me; you have the ability to soar higher and go to those places with God.

			You Don’t Have to Drag through Life

			God is not interested to see you drag through life, barely making a living. What God desire for you is to enjoy life, to be happy, to have a good life filled with peace; love, meaning, and fulfillment for yourself and your loved ones. Maybe you have been going through life with a high level of uneasiness that is disproportionately immeasurable and unimaginable. You may be hurting, feeling abandoned, neglected, hated, and rejected. Guess what? You do not have to feel that way, because you are not alone. For God is with you. If you have been disappointed and betrayed by those who you trusted so much, don’t give up. Help is already on your way.

			Perhaps, your dreams and passions may be dying slowly and steadily as you are aging and have focused for far too long only on the negative side of life. You may be struggling with addictions, bad mental-attitude that stampede your success, hate, stigma, guilt, rejection, low self-esteem and seeing the big picture why you will not make it and why life is unfair. To you; this book is written for you. The audacity of God’s grace is ready to go to work on your behalf. God wants to make you happy. He planned long before you were born to make you the head and not the tail. God wants the latter part of your life to be better and brighter than your small beginnings. You may have been used to eat the crumbs from a masters table, perhaps from pay check to pay check. The grace of God that is superbly beautiful is looking to visit your home and decorate your life. God is saying, I want to bless you. God wants to drive your life with you. He wants to liberate you from poverty and the spirit of poverty so you can live in abundance. God desires to favor you with wealth, with health, with joy, so that you can turn around the lives of many people with these blessings. Isn’t that comforting?

			The Grace that is Enough

			Maybe you have wondered how much worse it could get for you. Why can’t I be happy? Why can’t I live my dream? Why should I be in my situation? Why won’t my sickness and chronic conditions or the sickness of a loved one, a wife, a husband, a friend or a family member go away? How did it get to this point? Why am I struggling so hard through life after I have given my best? Why is my marriage or relationships failing apart? Why this unemployment? Why is success running away from me? While your thoughts may wander and your feelings and past experiences hurting you, the audacity of God’s grace is announcing healing. For the grace of God is enough to go around and compensate you today. God is asking about you; to take you on a purpose driven journey to many exciting destinations in life. God wants to enable you to rediscover the unimaginable and unquenchable power of his grace that is fiercely able to sustain and offer you the freedom you have never experienced.

			“The grace of God is enough to take your life to the next chapter that you never have reached or known.”

			You may have wondered why you work so hard without much to show for it. The problem is this: you have depended on your own abilities for far too long. By believing, depending, and claiming the audacity of God’s grace and his promises in your life, you will draw from the cisterns of God’s favor and abundance. You can make your mind to believe the grace of God and train it to work success for you. Your life will never be the same again. If you can do this, what God is saying is that you will never again be defeated. God is saying that He is the one who keeps watch over your life. He is the one who will never sleep go on vacation or slumber over your case. Although there may be the failure of a thousand by your side, and ten thousand by your right side, God wants you—his trustee to know that it will not come near you or where you reside (Psalm 91), near your career, your dreams, your children, your spouse and your firm. You are about to find out that the help that you have been looking for, to accelerate your success is here, because He that begun the good work in you will sustain you and carry you until completion and perfection (Philippians 1:6). Your joy will be complete, your future days brighter; and your hopes fulfilled.

			The Promise of Grace Never Fails

			Perhaps, you are one of those who have heard the word, “YOU CAN’T” for such a long time and you believe the lie and repeatedly, it holds true for your life. That is not the end. The good news is that you never have to. You can make great things happen in your own life, in your finances, in your marital life, and in your career too. God’s unending promises sustained by his limitless grace never fail. They always come through. It has worked wonders and miracles in my health, my financial life, my ministry, and my businesses too. By claiming the promises of God and depending on the audacity of his grace, God’s announcement is that you are already on your way to entering God’s GraceWorld of intimidating prosperity, and the victory sanctuary of his favor where you shall be liberated from the turbulent forces and strongholds that have kept you where you have been for far too long. Maybe, there are giants you have been facing lately in your finance, in your business, on your career pathway, or in your marriage and your children. If you have been subjected to any of the former, God’s promised word to you is this: you don’t have to fear these giants anymore. Just train your mind to work success for your life and begin to activate your faith by claiming the promises of God’s grace for your life. When you do so, you find out that you are able to face every giant without pressure.

			One thing that is guaranteed for anyone who believes is that God is always available to arm you with power, and because he is the commander in chief of the armed forces of heaven, whatever that is confronting your life will have to face God first and let us see how it will get to you. The appeal from God is simple: bring them on. I care deeply about you. I am ready to give you rest from the burdens and restlessness of life (Matthew 11:28), for the victory you have longed for is here. If you can cast all your fears and cares on me, God is certain that his grace is enough to lead you through and facilitate your breakthrough (1 Peter 5:7).

			Think About It

			For your mind liberation and automation for success exercise number 2, ask yourself: What is the limitation I need to overcome to live my best life now and for the rest of this month? What are the major initiatives I need to undertake to accomplish the goal number one out of the five goals for my life that I identified in 10 SLYBLNP # 1 above?

			Write down the initiatives below that you have identified that you need to believe the grace of God to accomplish and begin to automate your mind into success to get them actualized. Again, I will ask that you list or write these life goals and dreams down as well as how you plan to go about them and begin to make declarations about them. If you want, put todays date by the side of it, and sign your signature. Remember that these goals and the initiatives on how to achieve them must be SMART which is an acronym for:

			•	Specific

			•	Measurable

			•	Attainable

			•	Realistic and

			•	Timely.

			 

			____________________________________________

			____________________________________________

			____________________________________________

			____________________________________________

			



	

STRATEGY NUMBER 3 

GOD HAS ARMED YOU 
WITH IMMENSE POWER

			“This I assure you: Whatever you bind on earth is already bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth is already loosed in heaven.”

			—Matthew 18:18

			“Those who believe they can move mountains, do. Those who believe they can’t cannot. Belief triggers the power to do.”

			—David J. Schwartz

			HOW MUCH I WISH YOU KNOW THE SUPER YOU IN YOU

			Have you considered that you are actually a very powerful person? In case you have been in doubt about that, God has assured you in Matthew the eighteenth chapter (18:18) that he has armed you with enough power, wisdom, knowledge, and every tool that you need to excel in your life journey and be the best. Your belief in you is essential to your big break in life. If you cannot believe in yourself, how on earth do you want to be believed by others? How can they take you serious and how do you ever think you will win big and reach success? The implication of what God’s promised word in Matthew 18:18 is this: My grace is much sufficient for you today to give you the power to accomplish whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; for if there be any virtue, and if there be anything praise worthy in them, then these are the things God wants you to begin to automate your mind to work success towards, since by) thinking on these things, you can actually accomplish them because God has created you in his image and has given you enough power to accomplish greater things (Philippians 4:8).

			If you want to actualize your life goals and dreams, what is required of you is to kill the thought of doubt and fear. In order words, you can go ahead and begin to thank God in advance for what he is able to accomplish through you. If you want to shout halleluiah, just go on. Go ahead. If you want to dance, you can as well begin, for God has already initiated a relationship with you in Jesus that can make you move mountains if you will accept Jesus’ leadership in your life. If you can grasp the depth of this relationship—something greater than a partnership, you discover that it can push you up and keep you up in life, and not turn you down. God wants to give you a future, a hope, a better plan than all the plans you have made in your lifetime which mostly didn’t get you where God had wanted. The great news is that you can stretch your limit and beat the reach. You can do this! God wants to secure an expected place and exalt your life and your generations. (Jeremiah 29:11). God wants to take you on a trip to such exciting places of life, where greater things happen.

			“God is saying raise your expectations. I am the God of unlimited possibilities.”

			I have given you all authority to trample upon the sneak and cobra of life—disappointments and setbacks, and over all the power and strategies of the enemy to keep you unsuccessful in life (Luke 10:19). The assurance of God’s word to you is to remove every land mines of doubt and fear the enemy has implanted over your mind and believe God’s word for your life; for God is bigger than your problems and greater than your mistakes. When you believe this, God is to perform the impossible in every area of your life. Every time a child of God obeys God, blessings follow. God’s announcement is, if you will learn to obey me today even in small things, there is no limit to how high I will take you. Obeying God in small things means that God will release big blessings for your life. If you can believe that by his special grace and power at work within you, that nothing is impossible with God (Luke 1:37). God is saying, don’t let your mind get on the way; teach your mind to work success for you today. This is why you must stay positive. When you stay positive and abide by God’s grace to favor you, God can push you to the top. You know why: It is because Jesus is crazy about your success. This is why he has given you enough power to the point that what you bind on earth is bound even in heaven, how about that? But just as Ralp Emerson once noted: “the only person you are destined to become is the person you decided to be.” You can choose to believe God’s promised word in your life or not.

			What God’s word assured anyone who believes is success. It does not matter your wounds of yesteryears because God is able to heal all the bruises and causalities you have endured; and the grace of God is enough to compensate every loss you have encountered, even to the point of balancing your life budgets and goals. I encourage you to re-discover yourself, and the audacious nature of God’s grace and power at work within you which God has downloaded over your life. The grace and power of God when fully utilized which includes God’s abounding love, rich in freedom and forgiveness; in mercy and his unending peace has the potentiation to banish you and people from your neighborhood from poverty and many life struggles.

			Jim John once noted that: “your life does not get better by chance, it gets better by change.” With 10 strategies to living your best life now before you, and the application of its teachings and strategies, you can be rest assured that you; your spouse, your children, your finance, your career and even your cycle of friends can change for good. You are winners already. When you embrace the power which God has given to you, you discover that no longer will you belong to the camp of losers because you have now entered the hall of fame of God’s GraceWorld where you are able to overcome your failures and setbacks. You are able to rise to the top and experience God’s best and rediscover that the problem has never been in; or from God, but from you! When you automate your mind for success, you will rediscover God’s fresh anointing and his power to push you to the top. God is a keeper of his word and a sustainer of his promises and covenant. While you may think that you have reached your limit, you can’t take it any longer afterwards you have put in your very best, the audacity of God’s grace is saying—don’t accept defeat today, stay on, and watch out, for your best days and years are now here and your future days better than your little beginnings! If you can embrace the power of God in you, you are able to live your best life now by the special grace of God.

			Activate Your Power to Succeed with God’s Word

			How would you feel to know that your promotions have come at last and are unending? You can know this when you believe God’s word and activate the power of what God has promised to you because the durability of your promotion depends on the personality of your promoter—the God of grace. As I stated before, the breakthrough that you have longed for is in obedience to God’s word. For every time you obey God, God never forgets. Obedience to God’s word always brings disproportionate blessings and increase to anyone who believes. When we fully obey God, blessings will chase us, and pursue us wherever we go. In fact, the promise is that God’s blessings will overtake us, since we cannot run out of the good things of God. Obeying God and activating our faith in his promised word brings us big opportunities, new vital heights to enjoy everyday opportunities, healing and restoration of every stolen goods from the treasuries of our lives; favor, vindication and our ability to step into the future God has planned for our lives. This is why you can’t quit now. When we quit believing God, we call in failure to our present and future life. It is like paying for defeat.

			For you and anyone around your circle of influence who is able to believe God’s promised word, (Deuteronomy 28:1-14 NIV) has laid down certain principles of God’s word to activate favor in your life. It says: If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. 2 All these blessings will come on you and accompany you if you obey the Lord your God:

			3 You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country.

			4 The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of your livestock—the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks.

			5 Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed.

			6 You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out.

			7 The Lord will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you. They will come at you from one direction but flee from you in seven.

			8 The Lord will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to. The Lord your God will bless you in the land he is giving you.

			9 The Lord will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep the commands of the Lord your God and walk in obedience to him. 10 Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the name of the Lord, and they will fear you. 11 The Lord will grant you abundant prosperity—in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your ground—in the land he swore to your ancestors to give you.

			12 The Lord will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. 13 The Lord will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands of the Lord your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom. 14 Do not turn aside from any of the commands I give you today, to the right or to the left, following other gods and serving them.

			To everyone, there is a season; a season to strive, a season to thrive, a season to fail and rise again; a time to overcome and conquer, and a season of difficulties and blessings. What God’s promised word guarantees is that your season to live your best life begins this moment, if you can activate the word and promises of God in your life and automate your mind to work success.

			That is why you cannot quit now, for you are on your way to becoming very successful in life. The God of grace is ready, and the host of heaven is here to favor you and is ready to take you to places you have never before imagined. And guess what: God’s promised word for you is that God can do, exceedingly abundantly above, [superbly and beyond] all that we ask or think [i.e. what has never before entered our wandering imaginations] (Ephesians 3:19-20 NKJV) in your life. It will be a gradual process for many, but steadily, as you apply God’s word and declare his promises in your daily encounters, you will change your life. God has given you the power to do so because; God has not given you the spirit of fear, but of sound mind, of love, and of boldness (2 Timothy 1:7 NKJV). God’s grace is enduring and very persistent. Many a times, as humans, we want immediate compensation and when we are short of our expectations, we try to strategize on the shortest road possible to success. Many times, these shortest mediocrity roads to success would become our shortest road to danger and they end up prolonging our ability to become successful. The problem with this negative mental attitude is that it often lands us into unpleasant circumstances that question who we are or who we profess to represent. It gives us a false identifies of who we are in Christ.

			Understandably, challenges are inevitable and undesirable, but by the grace of God, you can still live your best life now and rise to the top once again, if you have taken short cuts to success in the past and that backfired and prolong your journey for success and prosperity. A story was told of a man who was connecting a flight in Las Vegas. He has heard many stories of people who played lottery in the Airport and won instantly. That day he opted to try. The story has it that as the man played the lottery, he won $10,000 instantly. He was very excited about this latest development. As he was carried away, while he immersed his mind into the lottery machines, he observed that it was almost time for his flight to take off as the flight had boarded. Disappointedly, he mistakenly left the $10,000 while he ran to catch his flight.

			Now, another fellow who saw the $10,000 sitting carelessly pocketed the money in the airport. Days later, the man who lost his money contacted the authorities about his loss. A hotline number was provided for any Good Samaritans to call or anyone who knew something about the money. After days of struggle, the man who pocketed the money called and returned the money. When he was interviewed to explain why he returned the money since no one saw when the man who picked the money, took it, he said: I couldn’t imagine myself, spending another mans $10,000 that I did not earn or work for. Besides, I wanted to set a good example for my children by demonstrating to them that their father could be trusted. The truth is that many a times, short cut will always lead us to misery, either sooner or later. They never bring satisfaction and real joy for the children of God. When you obey the word and voice of God, God never forgets, for God will always compensate.

			Find time to isolate yourself from the noise of life. Listen to God and activate your power to succeed with God’s word. Remember that every time you obey God, blessing will follow.

			“There are opportunities that God has littered around you to cause you to experience success and real joy.”

			Your Long Nights of Waiting Will 
Turn to a New Day of Blessings

			If you have had your blessings withheld, for those who are yet to attain the blessings God has promised them, God can still deliver on his promise. In (Numbers 23:19NIV) the Christian scriptures accounted that: God is not human, that he should lie [i.e. falsify his promise], not a human being, that he should change his mind (after he had promised). Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill? Now watch this: if your finances have dried up, may be your nights have stayed for far too long, the audacity of God’s grace is announcing that your morning have come (Psalm 30:5) for you to live at your best. But remember this: you have to activate your power to success and automate your mind to work success for you with God’s promised word of the covenant.

			Because the audacity of God’s grace is enough, you are now equipped to take back what the devil stole from you and rediscover yourself again and the dominion which God has deposited into your life by the grace of God. The implication is this: For every trouble you have faced, God is about to bless you with double. How about that? What I encourage you to do is to begin by asking God to speak directly to you. Ask God that you are ready to listen and hear his word and the strategies you will utilize to overcome the present circumstances in your life. God can speak directly to your needs and where you are even at this point in your life history. I pray that you will re-discover your happiness, your peace, your joy, and above all, have your strength renewed and experience the real joy of serving the Lord which is now your strength (Nehemiah 8:10). Congratulations! As from today, I mean right now, I want you to decide to be God’s child. Be happy! You can begin to experience the audacious grace of God that liberates and crushes every setback. I have experienced it. You too can.

			Think About It

			For your mind liberation and automation for success exercise number 3, ask yourself: What do I have control or power over that has been defeating my success that I need to believe God and take action and activate God’s power in me to overcome it and succeed? What are the major initiatives I need to undertake to accomplish this task or goal out of the five goals for my life that I identified in 10 SLYBLNP # 1 above? An example could be to quit having pre-marital affairs, extra-marital affairs, avoid procrastinations from pursuing your life career goals and dreams, or setting up your own small business with a greater vision of expanding the business over time no matter what. Additional examples could be to watch your weight, to use the gym or do more exercise, watch your diets, to quit drinking alcohol or smoking or any lifestyle choice that has been defeating your joy and becoming that person God has created you to be.

			When you identify what is limiting you, you will have the ability to live your best life now. I want you to think properly and make a full scan of your lifestyle before you write these things down. Give yourself a timeline such as: from this moment until a specific date through the grace of God, I want to quit drinking, having extra or pre-marital affair, stealing or smoking, setting up my own small business or even going extra mile to reconciling with friends or family members that you shouldn’t have hurt or that hurt your feelings through poor actions. You can go and ask for forgiveness from those whom you have used and/or abused, blackmailed, betrayed their trust, lied against, or mistreated in ways that you would not want others to treat you. This could be people that played significant roles in your life journey for you to become successful in one way or the other or those that you misjudged because of the spirit of poverty etc. Additional examples could mean to forgive yourself of your past and ask for God’s direction in your new life today and for a greater future.

			Write down the initiatives below that you have identified that you need to believe the grace of God to accomplish and begin to automate your mind into success to do them? Again, I will ask that you list or write them down as well as how you plan to go about them and begin to make declarations about them. If you want, put todays date by the side of it, and sign your signature. Remember that these goals and or initiatives must be SMART which is an acronym for:

			•	Specific

			•	Measurable

			•	Attainable

			•	Realistic and

			•	Timely.

			 

			____________________________________________

			____________________________________________

			____________________________________________

			____________________________________________

			



	

STRATEGY NUMBER 4 

I CAN DO BETTER THAN 
I’M DOING RIGHT NOW

			“The recipe for achieving success lies in your ability to make the best out of every opportunity. There are too many opportunities out there with few people grabbing them. Many people will remain poor because they think there is not enough money to go around or opportunity to create wealth around them.”

			—John Nwankwo

			YES, YOU CAN

			Majority of people in life got off from a rough start. But that should not be your excuse to failure. Maybe, you personally experienced terrific poverty, despair and abuse of your economic wellbeing or a handful of negative things during your childhood. This should even spur you to achieve greatness. But you have to be willing to agree that, yes, you can. The problem is that the first eight years of a child’s life is when the child forms what will become most of the child’s characteristics. Once most of the child’s mindset and character development are formed, even as adults, those characters, attitudes, and behaviors has got the ability to push a person up in life or keep them down. Now watch this: Many of our life’s attitudes and approach or outlook to life didn’t just happen. They are the products of what we have internalized, what we have heard, what we embraced, what we believe over time, and what we have been exposed to. These are the things that will impact our perceptions in life, how we make judgments and see “reality”, and how we draw conclusions. As we grow over the years, the patterns we have established in our minds become a force either for defeat or for what builds our success story.

			The implication is that when certain opportunities or situations arise, because of our established mindsets, we are pre-programmed to respond, act or think in certain specific ways.

			In fact, it will be almost a miracle for us to deviate. If we have been exposed to embrace poverty and a life of struggle as virtues or a means to holiness by our parents, religious leaders, mentors, chances are that we will believe this lie. If we have been raised in ways that we believe in taking short cuts, in laziness; exposed to embrace cheating or falsehood; being a User-friendly individual or dependable on others for our survival, it will take the grace of God—a miracle for us not to act in this prescribed ways. This is why some people get hooked up on crimes and criminality, and unable to defeat failure. It all begins in the way we have been raised to think or programed to respond. Our best weapon of defense—to defeat poor thinking patterns and poor teaching syndrome is to automate our mind towards success; to say to ourselves that no matter how ugly this situation or circumstances may seem to be, that I can still excel. If we don’t re-build a strong system of defense to succeed, to avoid quitting easily, and to pursue excellence, we cannot do better than we have done in our past. This is why we must train our minds to embrace faith in God’s abilities to make us successful. Our minds must be trained to believe that yes, irrespective of the ugly situations, we still have the capacity to rise to the top and live our best life now.

			Our failure to do so means that our minds will continually wander in the wrong directions they have been for years. Why do you think the millionaire’s children think differently from children’s from poor homes? The secret lies with what each of these children have been influenced to think, how they perceive success and what they are exposed to. If you think that there is not much you can do to better your health, your marriage, your children’s educational needs; your economic condition or that there not enough opportunities or money to go around or that you cannot create wealth, you will never achieve them. You become easily discouraged, and the sad reality is that you will lack the capacity to do better in life. You know why? Discouraged people don’t see opportunities. Even when they meet with opportunity that a millionaire will instantly size and capitalize on, because of a preprogrammed mindset of fear and doubt, a discouraged person, mostly poor people, will see excuses not to make the most out of these opportunities.

			There is Power in Your Exposure

			Another secret why most poor people I have seen or known over time do not do better than they are doing right now is that majority of them do not read. They don’t educate their mind for success. Most poor people and the middle class are stuck where they are today, because they think that education ended with their current level of formal education. Interestingly enough, every millionaire that I know reads something or finishes one book each week or in a month. While many poor people have big television sets and video games for their children, the millionaires have big libraries filled with motivational and inspirational books on how to stay up in life, and not to drag through life. My networks of friends always have something to share, something to challenge you to educate your mind on success. It could be audio, a video, or a success-process program or toolkit. The worst thing a millionaire wants is to go back to poverty. While I do not personally know you by name, my questions to you are this: Apart from the religious literatures which I still read ferociously, What have you read lately about your material wellbeing to challenge your mindset or automate that mind to work success for you? Do you know that there is power with what you read or believe? Greater power lays in what you are exposed to.

			See, if you don’t feed your mind with what is good, you are tempted every now and then to let negative things occupy an exalted position in your mind—your life. You will let in negative experiences, the thought of “I cannot do this, I cannot do that, this is not for me or people like me” etc. to set the course of your life.

			This is one of the most dangerous places to be in life. I want you to kill the thought of “I cannot, and replace that thought to, I can” for that’s a proven way for you to do exceedingly better than you are doing right now. When you expose your mind to this believe system, you will receive more power to achieve greater things in life.

			“That your parents, you, or your mentors started life with small things or poverty doesn’t mean you should finish that way.”

			I believe sincerely that you can do better, because you are very powerful. You need to get refreshed each day, with vitality and a vision of hope for your life. After you have done so, you can automate that vision into success by trusting that by the special grace of God, I can develop myself and become prosperous and a powerful force for social change and the good of humanity. You have the ability to champion a cause for this generation.

			Look Out for Opportunities Even in Adversity

			Amidst the busy schedules of people and unending struggles to survive in a highly competitive world with financial and familial troubles; despair, helplessness and hopelessness can lurk in. Thankfully enough, beside every insurmountable obstacle, the audacity of God’s grace is able to push people and communities forward and make people able to live their best life now by providing a way of escape and guarantee success for everyone who are willing to work hard. This will help you to enjoy life. The secret lies in believing God and activating our faith in him to enable him release the fount of every blessing that guarantees us the ability to live our best everyday life. Your beginning point is to make the most out of every opportunity even in adversity which is always part of humanness. You don’t really need to know how the airplane works or how the pilots fly them before you will board your next flight or do you need to? If you want to know the mechanics of the automobile that will take you to work before you drive your car, I bet you would be unemployed. The Ipads or laptop that I use works well. That’s all I care to know. I am not interested in learning the way it works or learning all the nitty gritty before I use them.

			Making the most out of every opportunity is not about utilitarianism. It does not mean that our ends should justify our means. It does not encourage us to take short cuts by cheating or falsifying information to perpetuate fraud or orchestrate corrupt practices. Making the most out of every opportunity means that, at every opportunity God brings our way, we should obey the power of God’s promised word, trusting his unfailing love, and act in faith in the midst of these opportunities. When we act in faith, believing the grace of God to carry us through, God release on us, a supernatural energy to carry on even when we are in the dark about the details of how God will perform the impossible. This is one of God’s areas of specializations! The wisest man who lived on earth once said in (Ecclesiastes 11:5 NIV): As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is formed in a mother’s womb, so you cannot understand the work of God, the Maker of all things.

			Similarly, during times of hardship or adversity, there are always words of hope and encouragement that are whispered from God’s promised word to those who are open to hear God speak into their situations. Success has always been dependent on choice. We can choose to believe the grace of God and automate our mind into success by disabling every programmatic negative influence over our lives. Surely, the God who gives us opportunities and the ability to grab them does not appear anymore only on burning bushes or speak with just thunder and lightning every time he wants to liberate us or provide us with success. Rather, God rises up a powerful group of people of positive influence and daily opportunities to speak into our lives—words of encouragement on the radio, on TV sets, on the church pulpits, in business webinars or seminars, on inspirational books and talk show programs etc. God provides us with avenues for success which could speak directly into our situations as eloquently as God Himself would do. If you don’t believe that you can live a fruitful life, a life of increase, abundance and prosperity, a spirit-filled holy life or purity and compassion, you can’t live it. The fact is this: what you don’t believe, you won’t become. This is why you must learn to make your expectations to become the mother of your manifestations. Raise your expectations.

			“If you expect defeat, you will continually be defeated in life’s battles.”

			If you expect success, you will become a unstoppably a successful person. I believe strongly and sincerely that you can do better than you are doing right now. What your belief systems are is very powerful. Throughout history, what I have observed is that there is not a time when God leaves the people he has created in his image without inspiration. God has never abandoned his children in the dark. Centuries in the Old Testament testify of the goodness of God through the inspirational lives of Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Deborah, Gideon, Samuel, David, Solomon, Job and many more. The New Testament speaks about how God raised Paul, who when he was known as Saul, dispersed the apostles, but would later become a passionate follower of Jesus, uniting the Jews with the gentiles. This is why God is greater than your mistakes, and bigger than your current problems. God is more interested in your now, than your past. Social history tells us about great leaders who championed great social changes that impacted life positively in the 20th century. The inspirational lives of leaders such as: Albert Einstein, Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., Franklin D. Roosevelt, John Fitzgerald Kennedy, the Wright Brothers, Henry Ford, Mao Tse-tung, Winston Churchill, Nelson Mandela, Mother Teresa, Chinua Achebe, Oprah Winfrey, Bill Clinton and Hillary Clinton, etc. whose impact are still among us.

			In the religious histories in recent past and in more recent times, Christian models who are being used to speak forth the grace and the blessings of God into people’s lives abide. Such inspirational leaders and teachers; mentors and motivational leaders includes: the late Prophetess Ellen G. White, the late Martin Luther King Jr., the late Paul Crouch of Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN), Billy Graham who passionately led many people to Jesus in the 20th century, Bishop TD Jakes, Pastor Joel Osteen, Pastor Jonathan Oloyede, Pastor Rick Warren, Bishop David Oyedepo, Pastor E.A. Adeboye, Pastor Joyce Meyer, Pastor Creflo Dollar, Pastor Kingsley Anonaba (the man of God who led me to Jesus), Pastor John Nwankwo and Pastor Jane John-Nwankwo, Pastor Olugbenga Efuntade; Pastor David Bukola Ajibode—fondly called pastor Bukky, Pastor Chris Oyakhilome, Pastor Olugbenga Benjamin Adeoye—fondly called pastor G, Pastor Ugochukwu Ahiamadu and Pastor Oyeleke Owolabi (my former publishing mentors); Pastor (Professor) Sampson Nwaomah (The man of God who joined my wife and I in holy matrimony and my former senior pastor at Heirs of the Kingdom Chapel, on the campus of Babcock University), Pastor Bassey Udoh—a distinguished Christian leader and Church administrator, Pastor Benny Hinn, and Pastor Daniel Kolawole Olukoya. Others include Dr. Samuel koranteng-Pipim –a dynamic US-based Ghanaian author, speaker, and theologian, trained in engineering and systematic theology, Pastor Innocent Nwankwo, Pastor Hillary Anaba, Pastor Emeka Onwutuebe, Pastor Oswald Nwaoguikpe, Pastor Uzoma Nwosi and Pastor Rueben Onwubiko among numerous other powerful anointed men and women of God etc.

			Don’t Settle for Defeat, You Can Do Well

			The ability of many people to do well and walk away from what has been downloaded into their early life either because they had parents who were poor or teachers and mentors whose mind were unemployed with tools for success will be depended on who feeds them now—mentally. The word of God in the Christian Scriptures on (Romans 10:17 NKJV) states that: So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. Now, the same way that faith comes by hearing the word of God is the same way that the fate of failure can occupy our mind over time as we are immersed into falsity or poor teachings syndrome which makes room for the enemy to sow and even sale us the lie that we are doing God a favor by staying poor, and focusing just on the kingdom of God. While we must not take working towards the kingdom of God as a fun-fare, we need to develop lives and communities in ways that those who are waiting for Jesus’ return will be able to live well here on earth and reach our fullest redemptive capacities.

			“Ironically, many people will not make it into God’s kingdom because of poverty and the spirit of poverty.”

			Poverty and the spirit of poverty make people to take short cuts, to cheat and deceive, and to falsify information or to be engaged in fraudulent activities. Many ladies and gentlemen that are into prostitutions were exposed to poverty disproportionately, due to disenfranchisement of economic opportunities, by society, their parents, mentors, cycle or friends or simply by themselves. There is no legitimate reason to be a prostitute or a criminal. Even if you feel that you have been denied or disenfranchised of economic opportunities, you can innovatively make use of your God-given abilities and talent to create a better economic opportunity for yourself. You must not drag through life in poverty or prostitution. Most prostitutes thought that their biggest asset or capital was to use their sexual organs to do business. This will cause them more harm than good. In the criminal justice system and in my area of specialization—community health, we know that crime and disease are endemic in poor neighborhoods or communities. This is why effective political policies and dividends of democracy must not neglect to empower every community evenly. Doing well in life is one of the reasons why Jesus came and died. God wants you to do better than you have done in the past.

			Who is Feeding You Mentally?

			In our world today, spiritual mentors, eloquent and motivational speakers are needed to energize, motivate and strengthen God’s people and communities to activate their faith, automate their mind and forge a strong belief system in success in order to continue living their best life now. Humans are emotional and psychological beings. Without proper attention and meeting our mental, emotional, physical, and psychological needs, people will act like animals and not be able to perform at their fullest human potentials and make the most out of everyday life opportunities. For this reason, if you want to become a success story in the pursuit of happiness and have the ability of living at your best life today, it is imperative that you watch carefully who is “supplying” you as well as your children, the mental food you are feeding your minds on.

			I decided long time ago to become a person that champions success and significance when God called me to creatively become a part of his network in the movement of Christianity. Once I was privileged to receive this call to serve, I dedicated myself and my mind to serve God as a minister, an educator, and an entrepreneur. What people fail to understand is that ministers or religious leaders have powerful influence in people and in communities. Although I have endured hardship, health hazards, financial disasters etc., I have stayed committed to my goal for life. Consequently, by working steadily with God and not letting anything stand as barriers against my success, I have gradually and steadily walked away from poverty for life! This is why I mentor my church members and my audiences to serve Christ, but also to pursue opportunities and avenues that will enable them to become materially successful, so we can become a powerful force for good in this generation and finance the work of God with distinction. Majority of my church members or those who have been opportune to grace my audience are always empowered. They come in with a different mindset, they live for the rest of their life with a differently mentality that empowers and ensures their success through the grace of God.

			One day, I was discussing with one of my business partners who has achieved greater success as a registered nurse-turned business woman, she mentioned to me that in the past, her problem was majorly that she feared becoming stupendously successful. She was used to thinking that it is “illegal” for her to be very wealthy as a child of God because of her religious upbringing. As a minister, an entrepreneur and a scientist, I always try to balance the equation, even though I didn’t have to think the way I think now, several years ago. I feed my audiences with the word of God, prayer and mind-liberating reality from the spiritual front, cultural, social, political, financial, and health. How can church members stay away from running for political offices or stay home and away on Election Day? Why will believers abstain from exercising their civil right to democracy when they need to go and cast their votes which will usher political policies that help them to live their best life now? Why should a minister of the gospel neglect teaching their congregations about the need for physical exercise and the need for healthy lifestyle choices when obesity has become endemic and kill church members and people in our society? Why should a minister fail to include teaching about wealth creation, social and individual responsibilities to be our neighbors keeper and to love our neighbor as we love ourselves when gun violence, kidnapping and terrorism has become a painful and rampant occurrences? The reason why I do so is that we, as global citizens living on earth and not yet in heaven, cannot run away from these areas of life. They make our individual and collective lives on earth livable or miserable.

			Life is Not a Funfare! Don’t Take Life Easy

			Times have changed significantly with the innovations and new technologies ushered to us by new information technologies and the internet. The era of innocence is gone. Evil abides and now endures in our towns and neighborhoods. The Christian scriptures admonishes us in (2 Corinthians 2:11NLT) that: We should be careful not allow Satan to outsmart us [some other versions says be ignorant of the devices or strategies of the enemy—the devil], lest Satan should get an advantage of us. The Greek translation for devices as recorded in 2 Corinthians 2:11 are thought, mind, schemes, designs, and plots. The implication is that, there never should be a time when we should become ignorant, carefree, or forgetful of the enemy’s abilities and interest over our lives. The person who wants to do better in life should constantly understand that the thoughts of the enemy is to make people drag through life; his mindset and goals for our lives is to kill our goals and dreams and the perpetual destruction of our happiness and joy. These are the enemy’s design, his schemes and plots.

			Many preachers and teachers who try to undermine broadening their teachings to be holistic and deal with life realities will become straight-jacketed with a pious religious tradition, or agenda and nurture church members who will significantly be ‘religious’ but with limited knowledge, skills, and financial resources to meet the needs of their everyday lives and their familial responsibilities. They find it impossible to lift up others, who are struggling through life in the community, or even to pay the Pastor and meet the Church financial obligations. While I respect Sola Scriptura—the Latin word for “scripture alone” I perceive that we need to balance Sola Scriptura which has helped Christianity as a movement to stand out from traditions and errors of men in the defining days of Christian history. Sola Scriptura is the doctrine that the Bible contains all knowledge necessary for salvation and holiness. Sola Scriptura is not a denial of other authorities governing Christian life and devotion. Rather, it simply demands that all other authorities are subordinate to, and are to be corrected by the written word of God. Sola Scriptura was a foundational doctrinal principle of the Protestant Reformation movement, held by the Reformers and is a formal principle of Protestantism today.

			Now, what many “Shepherds” feeding the flock has too often forgotten is that the key themes of Sola Scriptura are: the Bible, salvation and Christian devotion. There is nothing contradictory to God, when a pastor or Shepard therefore, uses a business model, health principles, Statistical analysis, Anthropological pedagogies, Agricultural principles, Political science principles and Sociology; the knowledge of public health, nursing science, the principles of medicine, engineering or aviation principle to help their congregants understand better, how they are able to live their best life now.

			While the world in which the Bible and Sola Scriptura were written have changed significantly, it is our task as pastors or Shepherds, teachers and mentors to contextualize the message of Jesus; adapt to every inspiration we have acquired skills to use to advance the work of God and maximize our redemptive capital. At best, the Holy Spirit, the best teacher has abilities to direct us to new things or higher understanding that ushers us to newer power and fresher anointing to lead and teach our congregants, since the inspiration of the Holy Spirit is linear, and did not end with the last apostle or at the last verse in the book of revelation. This is why I have always advocated that pastors and motivational teachers should come from diverse disciplines, educational or occupational backgrounds and not just by receiving a ministry degree or seminary training.

			In the Christian Scriptures, according to the gospel of (John 14:12) just before Jesus ascended to heaven he empowered his follows and reminded them that they can do better things than they have done in the past. The 14th chapter of (John 14:12 NLT) recounts Jesus saying that: “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father.” In (1 Corinthians 13:9), Apostle Paul exposed us to understand that the inspiration, revelation, and workings or the Holy Ghost is continuous. He warned us about the finality of inspiration by saying that: “Now our knowledge is partial and incomplete, and the gift of prophecy reveals only part of the whole picture” (1 Corinthians 13:9 NLT).

			The Word Still Speaks

			We must watch out the things that now define our environment and bring those things in our teachings to the subjectivity and captivity of the word of God. The word of God does not begin in Genesis and end in Revelation. God has spoken before Genesis and continues to speak to us through the abilities and power of His Spirit who teaches us all things and give us the ability to think successfully. The Christian Scriptures recorded one of Jesus’ last admonitions to his disciples while Jesus prepares to leave for heaven. John the beloved confirmed that Jesus promised this to all who believes: But when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he (the Holy Spirit) will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I have told you (John 14:26 NLT).

			Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible stated that He (the Holy Spirit) shall teach you all things—(in John 14:26 teaching you all things meant that) If in the things which I (Jesus) have already spoken to you, there appear to you any obscurity, the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, Counselor, and Instructor, will take away all your doubts, free you from all embarrassment, and give you a perfect understanding in all things: and this Spirit you shall shortly receive. Wesley’s Notes about John 14:26 states thus: In my name—(i.e. in Jesus’ honor) for my own sake, in my room, and as my agent, he (the Holy Spirit) will teach you all things—necessary for you to know. Here is a clear promise to the apostles, and their successors in the faith, that the Holy Ghost will teach them (continuously) all that truth which is needful for their salvation. In my understanding, there are ten primary salvific assignments that Jesus gave to those who will mentor his followers so that they can do better in life. These salvific assignments centered on the following:

			•	Investigation & Evangelization—this means to find the people (Matthew 28:19-20, Psalm 126:6), and teach them to become winners and victorious in Christ and in their everyday life.

			•	Exhortation—this means to help discover and develop the people’ talents, motivate, inspire, and equip the mind of the believers to think big, dream big and win big (Ephesians 4:11-12).

			•	 Identification—this means to hold the people responsible and accountable; to give them specific tasks and assignments, lead them to become born again; baptize them both in the water (immersion baptism) and by the Holy Ghost and persuade them to identify themselves and their values in Jesus Christ by loving their neighbor and treating everyone as you will have them treat you. For this will enable people and communities to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with your entire mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: `Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (John 3:1-18; Acts 2:41; Colossians 3:1-11; Matt 22:36-40; Matt 7:12).

			•	Information—this means to build the knowledge base of people which will give them the abilities to develop their minds and be successful (Romans 10:17; Philippians 4:8). It means to provide the people with the skills, strategies and trade they need to live their best everyday life.

			•	Sanctification and Transformation—this means purification—holiness, a total cleansing on the inside. The 12th chapter of (Romans 12:2, NLT) states: Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you (renew your mind) into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. This is a gradual process. It means that if you must do better than you are doing right now, you need to allow the spirit of God to “fill” the inner you by emptying every inner trash that entangles and prevents the Holy Ghost to come in and help you think, live, and become successful (Ephesians 5:17; 2 Corinthians 5:17).

			•	Utilization and Conservation—this means selfless service, to embrace the Barnabas service model because you are saved to serve. To use the people who are now doing better than they have done in the past as an encourager, mentors, and motivators and service men and women to others (Acts 11:24; Acts 4:34-37; Hebrew 3:13).

			•	Supervision—this means to be on the alert and sober minded, constantly supervising our own lives and areas of improvement. Where are we struggling in life? What sin or poor attitudes and lifestyle choices or behaviors do we cherish most that defeat us? Where do we need help? When are we the most temptable and vulnerable? (1 Peter 5:8; Ephesians 1:22; Hebrew 13:17).

			•	Restoration—this means that you should expect and ask God for big things because God is able to give you double for every trouble you have endured. It means that you can ask God to perform the impossible, something out of the extraordinary in your life. It means that every stolen resource in the treasury of your life can be restored back to you with compound interest because of the audacity of God’s grace. Your dreams may look impossible. You may not have the funding or the connections you need to reap a harvest of increase, but God is saying I am the master restorer. Elisha prayed that it wouldn’t rain, and for three and a half years there was no rain. Joshua prayed for more daylight, and God stopped the sun from setting until victory was secured. Follow their example and step out in faith and watch out for what is next: And now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.” (Ephesians 3:20, NLT).

			•	Perfection—This means to make Jesus your model, to strive to be like Jesus; to keep looking unto Jesus, the author and perfecter—finisher of our faith who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:2; Ephesians 4:13).

			•	Glorification—this means liberation from pain, injustices, disease, and the finality of all your life failures; the ultimate defeat of poverty, death and sorrow, and everything evil. It demands that you prepare yourself, your friends, your community, and the general populations to get ready for Jesus second coming when we all shall be glorified together with Jesus Christ. This is one of the areas where I have greater respect for the Seventh-day Adventist Church ministries, and her health/medical and educational institutions around the world. For more than one hundred and sixty years of the Seventh-day Adventist Church history, this Christian denomination have constantly taught and prepared people for Jesus’ literal soon return. (Mark 13:26-27; John 14:1-3, Revelation 21).

			Feed Your Thoughts Positively

			Many people are making a big mistake of thinking that their pastor or mentor is their only superior teacher. To such people I say: Your pastor does not know a lot of things like the Holy Ghost. If she or he and their mind are not subjected to the power and teachings of the Holy Ghost, they probably are as empty as you are. As I have continually upgraded myself in formal education to a doctoral level, what I found out is that there are so many things that I still do not know.

			When I taught freshmen courses in Religion during my days at Babcock University, I delude myself that because I have been trained to be a theologian, I must have all answers or satisfactorily answer every question my students asked me. One day as I was teaching a class I believe in the Pre-degree program or God in Modern Society course for the first year students, one of my students challenged me. She was Microbiology major and was taking a required course in religion. I Believe we were discussing something on the immaculate birth of Christ when she rose up and told me point blankly that it does not make sense biologically for a virgin to give birth without having sexual relation with a man.

			As a young theologian then, and the lecturer, I mistakenly tried to show her in retrospect, that I have been in school for a number of years by using all my “theological jargons” to win the argument. To my amazement, when I thought we have settled the matter, she still told me: “Sir, it doesn’t make sense.” As I retrospectively reflect into my strategies and the approaches that I used to answer that young lady that day, my knowledge then, and how I approached that question, I believe that I failed miserably by every professional standard in trying to use my theological jargons—mental dictionary to answer a simple question of “faith and biology.”

			I could have agreed with the student by affirming that indeed, it does not make sense biologically for a virgin who have never ever had any form of sexual contacts or relations of any sort with any man to become pregnant. Scientifically this is what it is. However, faith has demonstrated in uncountable ways that God specializes in miracles. God is not dictated or subjectively controlled by biologic or scientific functionalities. This is why Jesus walked on water without sinking and commanded wind and storm to cease (Matthew 14:22-25; Mark 4: 39) and nature listened to the voice of the creator—the commander-in-chief of the armed forces of heaven. God is life. Life is the study of biology, and God is the master and creator-scientist and therefore, can rule supreme over the cross-road of predetermined scientific conventions, and this is where faith comes in. It takes faith to believe that God exists. It takes faith to accept the love of God and his Son Jesus Christ into our lives and to allow him lead that life towards the most exciting and beautiful destinations of life as the Christian Scriptures tells us in (John 3:16) that: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

			One day, Jessica, my first daughter when she was in second grade surprised me as I picked her up from school that afternoon. Obviously, she was reading her bible and we have discussed about heaven earlier that afternoon as she asked me what firmament—a vocabulary she saw on her bible meant. She had learned a new vocabulary and was excited about it as she just finished reading some portion of Genesis chapter one in her bible which she read aloud while I was driving. Jessica has learnt to pray, to read the bible, to play the piano, and sing in church. She has grown to become a pastor’s daughter and very excited about Jesus and his church. However, on this particular day, as I picked her from school, just before I reached my office she said with all sincerity and innocence in her face: Daddy, do you honestly believe that there is a God in heaven or do they just make us believe that”? I was overwhelmed with passion and love for my daughter, and yet astounded by the audacity of the question and the timing too. I took my time to explain in the most simplest terms possible to Jessica my sweet little girl that indeed, there is a God in heaven and that I believe so much in God’s existence and his second coming. I also tried to explain to a seven year-old the benefits of developing personal faith in God, trust in a God you can’t see, and why she should continue to see the realities of God’s abilities and God’s existence even in her own everyday life. At the end of our conversation that afternoon, she was more excited about Jesus and heaven.

			Make the Best Use of Faith in God’s Promises

			It takes more than faith to believe that in Jesus, there is life and health, liberation and satisfaction; and that when Jesus comes into your life, that part of what should occupy your life as Jesus rules supreme therein is joy and abundance and and peace. The Christian Scriptures announces that Jesus is crazy about you and has a purpose for your life as we are told in (John10:10), that: The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose (i.e. Jesus ultimate purpose for your life) is to give you a rich and satisfying life. It takes a purpose driven faith to believe that Jesus is able to decorate your life with everything you need to do well and live at your best.

			It takes faith to believe that after twelve long agonizing years, a woman who had a uterine sickness with constant menstrual flows could be healed by Jesus (Mark 5:25-34). But there are historical evidence and real life accounts that documented that, in fact, the woman received liberation from this condition. More than 2000 years after Jesus physically left the earth, it takes faith to believe that Jesus borrowed five loaves of bread and two fishes (probably from a young boy whose mother has packaged the bread and fish in his lunch bag) and looking up to heaven, gave thanks and broke the loaves. However, Matthew account, according to the Christian Scriptures in (Matthew 14:13-21NLT) reported that: Then Jesus gave thanks and feed the people about 5000 of them. When everyone has eaten to their satisfaction, Jesus’ disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.

			Therefore, it will take also a good amount of your faith to believe that Jesus is able to set you free or your loved ones from cancer, HIV/AIDS, depressions and addictions demonic possessions or whatever manner of sickness you are going through right now, if you believe. This does not mean that you stop taking your prescribed medications or going for treatment if you have these maladies. Most importantly, it will take significant faith to believe that God is alive and not dead and buried as was argued by Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche—the German philosopher, poet, composer, cultural critic, and classical philogist. The central piece to Nietzsche’s key idea included the “death of God,” the Übermensch. Many people who believe that God is dead by not either believing that He exists, or giving their life to him by their lifestyle many times are plagued with instability from many fronts in life. I have seen a large majority of people and families in the US and as I travel around the world whose dreams would have come true; nice people whose children would have done better than they did, but because they trashed God and his principles for their lives, nothing is getting any better. Many times, such people are depressed. They cannot deal with the day to day issues of life. A lot of them are paranoid and their lives are fragmented with multiple problems.

			Life’s Opportunities Happens around What You Believe

			Life is built around belief, values and the opportunities that you take advantage of. I have seen patients who took placebo medications and became well. Placebo medications are medicinal preparations that have no specific pharmacological activity against the patient’s illness or complaint given solely for the psychophysiological effects of the treatment and for observation. More recently in science, we have been able to administer dummy treatments or these placebos to the control groups in controlled clinical trial studies in order to measure the specific and nonspecific effects of the experimental treatment and to effectively distinguish the difference. Many people who took placebos have done well because in their minds, they believed that by taking the placebo treatment, they will be well, and sure enough, what they believed worked wonders for them. With this understanding, what I want you to know is this:

			“Your life’s success and opportunities will come from the neighborhood of what your beliefs are, your values, passions, and how you take advantage of life’s opportunities.”

			This is why you must choose what you read, what to watch, who to listen to, the group or team you collaborate with, and what to believe. If you fail to carefully choose what to believe, what to stand for, and who you want to become, significant life opportunities will elude you as your life will never become meaningful or purpose driven. Having a level of skepticism has immense benefit, if you want to grow your success and happiness. This is why you are the one to design your own life architecture for failure or success. John Rohn once said: “if you don’t design your own life plan, chances are you will fall into someone else’s plan. And guess what they have planned for you? Not much.” At the end of the day, you discover as they say that it is the—you, that will make you, the—you, you are!

			As our global economy is increasingly sloping downhill, crimes, gun violence, recession, political fights and correctness, corruption in the polity, the educational system questionable; with increasing abortions due to unwanted pregnancies and increasing numbers of disease and divorces each month, we must be willing to take responsibility for our own lives; see the positive side of life and feed our minds on those things that keeps our spirit up to be able to function mentally well. Some of life’s circumstances are exasperating. But these are not new. In addition to these, there will always be news about robberies, killings, terrorism and other crimes in almost every corner of the world. Who would want to continue to live in such an environment? Most of the breaking news that is seen on the television screen and heard in our local neighborhoods seems to be all negative, most of the times. This is why you are the one to pick yourself up, and keep moving forward. Perhaps there would be a handful of people who would be able to courageously face all the tribulations mentioned above. But why not let those people begin with you? Tell yourself, I will be a success story, no matter the odds. Robert Kiyosaki noted that: “every successful person in life began by pursuing a passion against all odds.” Therefore, if you want to do better than you are doing right now, you must learn that:

			•	You are very powerful and are the one that will dream your own dreams

			•	You are the one that will make your own success story a reality

			•	You are the only one to defeat what defeats your goals for living.

			Nevertheless, with the increase in population and migration, where would people go in order to escape troubles, scarcity, and get everything they want out of life without having to work hard for it? There is no other remedy for this but to face the present situation you are in right now with strength and courage. If you have strength and courage, you will reap a harvest of increase by eating the fruits of the land. In the midst of all the negative happenings, the only weapon that could destroy negativity and antagonistic events to enable you pursue life’s opportunities and live your best life now and perform excellently is to choose your belief system and think positively. Psychologists, motivational teachers and even philosophers understand the power of positive thinking because they believe that there is a superior power that comes through our thoughts.

			Napoleon Hill an American author in the area of the new thought movement, who was one of the earliest producers of the modern genre of personal-success literature and who is widely considered to be one of the greatest writers on success believes that the mind can work wonders (that meaning that there are many great ideas, life changing miracles, and wealth that can spring forth from your mind). He believed that the mind has special abilities especially when positive thoughts are repeatedly meditated. He proposed autosuggestion as a means to strengthen one’s positive thinking. Since repetition is important, a person should always remind himself of his assets and not just his or her liabilities. Napoleon believes that you become more powerful when you consider your strengths and not to focus on your weaknesses. This is why we each need to ponder about the good things in life and not just the negative part of life. If we don’t cultivate the habit of thankfulness despite where life has pushed us, we will never become fulfilled; neither are we going to experience happiness, joy, and success. This does not mean that we should go into delusion about life or areas in which we need to take proactive measures or responsibility.

			Choose Your Thoughts and Feed Your Mind with Good

			When you chose your thoughts carefully, and feed your mind with good things, this process will constantly help strengthen your convictions and values and enable you to succeed. Therefore it is imperative to entertain positive thoughts, feed your mental faculties with inspirational words, with motivational books or audio CDs or DVDs and automate our minds to think in the line of success always. Ella Wheeler Wilcox, an American author and poet whose work was best-known in Poems of Passion, with her most enduring work as “Solitude”, once said: “Laugh, and the world laughs with you; Weep, and you weep alone.” Ella suggested that an individual should fill his or her mind with the right thoughts. It is not enough that you meditate by thinking about your unpleasant circumstances, but carefully, you should choose your thoughts as well and in choosing, one should select those which will keep you up, not keep you down. Furthermore, Ella believed that one’s thoughts reflect one’s self as stated in (Proverbs 23:7 NKJV), “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he”.

			Thoughts somehow mold a person because the things people think can be likened to seeds which are watered and fertilized with daily pondering. When such thoughts grow, they are embedded in the mind. Eventually, when the seeds grow in the mind, they bear fruit and are manifested as attitudes, actions, behaviors, attributes or characteristics.

			Constant meditation on the good side of life, on the word and promises of God and investigating success, with motivational literatures from powerful men and women of God, inspirational authors and teachers, books on entrepreneurships, on health and fitness, giving attention to the study of the Bible, praying and sometimes fasting and allowing the Holy Spirit to teach our minds how to grow wealth and think successfully can immensely lead a person to form a strong belief system that is free from doubts and distant from failure, for doubt has the capacity to destroy an individual’s focus and contain your ability to live your best life now. As (James 1:8 NKJV) says, “A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways [i.e. in all his dealings].” This is why unstable people can hardly attain success and contentment. Because of doubts, the double minded person will always think that s/he will not be able to perform well, or s/he may not be able to put full energy on the task at hand. Consequently, a double minded person find it very challenging to decide on what is best for them, feed their thought with good, and swing into actions that enables them to achieve success and live to their fullest abilities.

			Think About It

			For your mind liberation and automation for success exercise, your life goal or life dream number 4, ask yourself: On a scale of 1-10, ten being the highest, what is the most important thing I need to believe God to accomplish in my life in the next______________?

			1.	What major steps do I need to take by believing God and automate my mind to work for success towards the number one belief on my scale?

			2.	Apart from the current inspirational book that I am reading now, what other pieces of literature have I read in the past one month or six months to help me do better than am doing right now and mentor my mind into action?

			3.	How best do I feed my mind with positive thoughts?

			4.	 What other literatures apart from the Bible can I study to understand how I can do better than I am doing right today?

			5.	Ask yourself, who will be the best mentor to guide me towards my next goal on my list?

			6.	Which pastor, business leader or role model do I have access to that I can freely share the things that have been defeating my success? What are the things I need to be doing and how do I take actions and activate my mind to power in order to succeed?

			7.	What are the major initiatives I need to undertake to accomplish these tasks or goals out of the five goals for my life that I identified in 10 SLYBLNP # 1 above?

			Write down the initiatives below that you identified that you need to believe the grace of God to accomplish and begin to automate your mind into success to do them. Again, I will ask that you list or write them down as well as how you plan to go about them and begin to make declarations about them. If you want, put todays date by the side of it, and sign your signature. Remember that these goals and or initiatives must be SMART which is an acronym for:

			•	Specific

			•	Measurable

			•	Attainable

			•	Realistic and

			•	Timely.

			 

			 ____________________________________________

			 ____________________________________________

			 ____________________________________________

			 ____________________________________________

			



	

STRATEGY NUMBER 5 

ENLARGE YOUR DETERMINATION 
AND INDUSTRIOUSNESS

			“Success is most often achieved by those who don’t know that failure is inevitable.”

			— Coco Chanel

			INVESTIGATE SUCCESS

			Perhaps among the most miserable people in the world are those who for the fear of failure never took a big risk or those who are docile. Since I automated my mind to work for success many years back, I have never allowed fear to dictate my life. Success doesn’t happen overnight. It is a process, a network that starts and connects over the years as you enlarge your capacity, determination to excel no matter the odds, and take calculative risk by investing into industriousness. Success will never come knocking at your door. You have to be the one to look out for success, investigate success, chase success, and pay handsomely for success. I made my first “business plan” that will reward me financially when I was in my 5th grade (primary 5). This is something a number of people do not know about me.

			In the community where I grew up, my father, High Chief Stephen Wulu Nwankwo (a High Chief among the Ngwa people of Igbo tribe of Eastern Nigeria is someone (usually males) who has been dignified and distinguished by the king and given the title by merit because he has accomplished something of great significance for the well-being and overall good of people in his community) and my late mother, Mrs. Comfort Nwaogbu Nwankwo who was fondly called “Daa Comfort” ran and owned a small clinic facility for over three decades. My mother was a community Nurse-midwife. The great surgeon, late Dr. Chima Nwafor, who will later leave clinical practice and rose in politics in Nigeria to become a two-term deputy governor of Abia State in Nigeria was one of my parent’s business partners and one of the surgeons who worked with my mother for a number of years. As a child, I watched my mother dress up and go to her own office. Beginning from 1973 until 2008 when my mother died, she never worked for any other person, except in her own firm which she founded with my father. This clinic trained and produced many auxiliary nurses and community mid-wives in those days.

			Who Do You Look Up To?

			In our community, my father who studied political science at the University of Nigeria—Nsukka and my mother, a community nurse-midwife were one of the earliest couples who saw opportunity and sized it in healthcare and education as they were one of the very first to own a private clinic and an early government approved childhood educational institution. I am not surprised that I grew up to also be involved in the educational and healthcare industries. I got my early childhood education at Osaa-Ukwu Progressive Nursery School—the school my father founded as well as my two older brothers. My dad will later upgrade this school to a primary school educational standard. Those days, as the children of a middle class family in my community, owing a car was luxury in Nigeria for most families. I saw my father drive us to places where we could catch some fun. The Aba metropolis was a lovely place to live in. The roads were good. Aba had good road networks, constant electricity, efficient running public water, functional fire services, good hospitals and many manufacturing plants and industries. Life was very good in Nigeria then.

			My father apart from his joint business with my late mother also worked as a civil servant in numerous local government areas. Because of this, Dad was mostly away and my mother had more than enough hands to help at home with extended family members. As the last child in a family of eight, what I witnessed growing up when the Nigerian economy was more stable is that my middle class parents had access to finances to meet our daily needs. Dad had a very strong work ethic. Mum was a workaholic and one of the most passionate loving mums you could imagine. She never ever played with her children’s well-being—nutrition, sports, education and health. Apart from the clinic she ran efficiently, she was a big time farmer and sold stock fish, thus creating multiple streams of income. We had many servants on staff and maternal relatives living or working for my parents.

			Don’t Be Docile

			Beginning from this time, I was exposed to a work ethic that said: When you automate your mind to work success for you, depend on the grace of God and work hard, you will definitely succeed no matter how many times you failed. This is why you don’t have to take issues of your success easy! Don’t be docile about issues of your own life. Be proactive. God cannot do much or go too far with people who are lazy. Taking action about your life will help you defeat failure. Because of my upbringing, I learnt early to take ownership of my destiny.

			“There are times in life when you must not fail to keep your spirit up.”

			Society, people, friends and family members and even pastors and mentors sometimes will fail to meet up with your own expectations in matters that have to do with the climbing up of your life. This is why it is your sole responsibility to help yourself keep standing up in order to get to your destination. In the Christian Scriptures in (John Chapter 5:1-14 NIV), a true life story was told of a certain unnamed man who was paralyzed and was immobile for 38 years. When Jesus saw the man and learned that he has been in this condition for a long time [i.e. the man had become docile], the story accounted that he was moved to set him free. But before Jesus will do so, John chapter 5:1-14 present the following account: Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. Now there in Jerusalem, near the Sheep Gate was a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. Here, a great number of disabled people are used to lying down such as—the blind, the lame, and the paralyzed. One (among them) who was there had been an invalid (paralyzed) for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?” “Sir,” the paralyzed man replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this miracle took place was a Sabbath, and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.” But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ ” So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?”

			You Can Walk Again On Your Dreams

			The man who was healed had no idea who Jesus was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there. Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” Now a look at this story has a number of life lessons on the importance of determination and industriousness for anyone wanting to live their best life now. First, it clearly tells us that God is not only interested in spiritual matters about your life, but pays greater attention to your human physical needs and your material needs. Again, it reinforces the importance God attached to industriousness and our willingness to cooperate with him in the issues about our own life. Obviously the man in our account had no health insurance, Medicaid or Medical and was not a member of the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP). Because the economic situations and government of their times were different, the man did not have 401K, Roth IRA, and did not have any pension or social security benefits since neither of these existed then.

			Simply put—the man was docile. If he had dreams and visions at all, he must have given up on them. But one outstanding thing is that something can be done about his life situation. This is where and why Jesus came into the picture. Now, I want you to never forget that the unnamed man in this account was created in the image of God in Jesus! According to the account given by John chapter 5 in the Gospels, the first thing that Jesus did when he saw the man was to ask him to take responsibility and do something about his life. Jesus hates to see folks docile. Jesus engaged the man in a discussion to prepare the man’s mind for action and aid him become part of his own recovery plan. Notice that Jesus could have just healed him right away, but Jesus started by way of question: Would you like to get well? In order words, is it your desire to walk into your freedom? Mind you, Jesus wanted the man to automate his mind into actions powered by the grace of God that will necessitate his healing. Jesus wanted to reinforce his belief system and make the man’s hope come alive again.

			The man’s response in verse 7 of John chapter 5 is the most shocking of all: “I can’t sir, for I have no one to put me into the pool when the water bubbles up. Someone always gets ahead of me.” Here you can notice the level of unbelief in the man’s mindset which is why Jesus engaged him in the discus in the first place. He could have responded to Jesus by saying—Oh that will be so kind of you sir, or simply put—I will be most excited to. The man simply stated what his belief system has become because of his unemployed mindset. “I can’t Sir!” He affirmed. He asked Jesus indirectly not to waste his time, because it was not what the trying. He cannot get well. It will never work, no matter what, and narrated his life story. Instead of rejoicing in that moment of deliverance he has longed for, the unnamed man kept on winning in the negativity of his past. This is what happens to us when we allow our past and unpleasant circumstances to dictate our actions for our future. It is all what we have learned to accept and what our belief systems are. Many people are docile like this unnamed man, physically, mentally, and emotionally. One good thing in the whole of this story is this: Jesus is much more interested to restore your life goals and dreams today, and every stolen goods the enemy has taken from the treasury of your life than ever before. Jesus is not interested to hear you repeat the story of defeat and negativity about your past life. He wants you to take actions now that will counteract that past! Your ability to excel in life begins and ends on what is on your mind now, and what is next for you. Many times, the enemy is not going to be able to keep you down. You are the one person that will be responsible for your own defeat or victory.

			I Can Do All Things

			After Jesus had noticed the level of destruction in the man’s mindset for success due to the programmatic disbelief and doubting system the enemy has installed on his mind and in his life never to dream again that yes, I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me [i.e. my means for reaching limitless heights and achieve what appears to be impossible is now through Christ’s strength] (Philippians 4:13 NKJV), Jesus disappointedly surprised the unnamed man, for he ignored the details of what caused him failure repeatedly in his past history. Graciously, Jesus authoritatively or better still, autocratically ordered the man in verse 8 of John chapter 5: “Stand up, pick up your mat and walk.” The following verse announced that the man was instantly healed and he walked for the first time in 38 years. What Jesus actions communicated to the man by implication is this: You still have untapped potentials. You belong to God’s great family and are therefore, mine. I created you in my image; it’s about time that you stop being docile. You have greater potentials. You can start to dream again. You are a powerful person that can do the uncommon and do exploits in the hands of God and become a powerful force for society and for the kingdom of God. I know you can do it. But I want you to take a risk—walk!

			Something tells me that the unnamed man biggest risk was the fear to think and believe that his paralyzed legs can walk again after 38 years of docility. That is the same risk that has kept numerous people from maximizing their God-given potentials for life. Jesus wanted the man to defeat that thought, and kill the fear by taking the biggest risk of his life that will necessitate his freedom and liberation through the audacity of God’s grace. Rise up, pick up your mat, and walk!

			The Blessing to Your Breakthrough is in Obedience

			The fascinating thing about the story of this man who has become docile for 38 years is that Jesus never said something like this: Brother, I know that you have been docile for 38 years, now I want you to crawl, and slowly walk. I understand that you need to learn to walk again. You can start with a scooter, crotches walking stick, or a cane. Instead, Jesus imperatively challenged the unnamed man to do the uncommon. The man’s act of obedience to take a risk—a leap of faith to do what Jesus commanded him to do was able to grant him the breakthrough he has longed for. The lesson is this: Every time you obey God or the power of God’s word, God’s blessings of healing or supernatural increase—or favor will follow. God rewards those that earnestly obey him. If you will learn to obey God in the small things of life, if you can learn to pass the small tests in life, there is no limitation to how high God is able to take you, for God is able to release his supernatural blessings and cause stupendous increase in every area of your life. Obeying God will cause his blessings to pursue and overtake us, for we cannot outrun the goodness of God. When you obey God in small things, God will turn around and release big blessings, big and new levels of favors, big opportunities, healing and restoration, vindication, promotion, and a future that allows you to become and achieve every purpose for which the Lord has created you for. This is why the promised power of God’s word in (Deuteronomy 28:1-2 NIV) declared according to the Christian Scriptures that: If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. All these blessings will come on you and accompany you if you obey the Lord your God.

			“The breakthrough you have been looking for is in obedience to the power of God’s promised word.”

			God can still perform and facilitate that miracle you are about to give up on. He specializes in miracles and in stepping in when we think that all hope is gone. In verse 10 of John chapter 5 where the story of the unnamed man in docility is accounted for, we are told that because this miracle happened on the Sabbath day—a day that God set aside for man’s restoration, for renewal, relaxation and rest, for prayer, for meditation, and a day of joy that God personally pronounced holy and added special supernatural blessings of peace, and of healing and refreshment in the presence of the Holy Ghost according to (Genesis 2:1-3), the Pharisees misunderstood the concept of the Sabbath. You can recall that, in the Christian Scriptures according to the Gospel of Luke chapter 6, the Jews and the Pharisees who exalted the Sabbath day itself over the originator and creator of the Sabbath with their legalistic attitudes of work and burden instead of upholding the owner and the giver of the day of divine rest, renewal and restoration questioned why Jesus and his disciples had to walk through some grain fields and ate the grain on the Sabbath day.

			Get a Rest in Jesus, You Need One

			Luke 6:5 [NIV] noted Jesus rebuttals to the Pharisees: Then Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” In essence, Jesus was saying that the Sabbath he has instituted should be about joy not for sorrow, a time of healing, a day of miracle to lift people up and not to destroy or condemn them; and a time of retirement before the Holy Ghost and for mind-liberation and physical rejuvenation and restoration. Jesus healing and restoration of the unnamed man in docility for 38 years demonstrated his concept of what the Sabbath is about— a 24-hour period well spent with God and not all about religion and tradition, but about releasing the blessings benefited from this association with God to those who needs our love and help around us, about worshipping God in the spirit and in truth (John 4:21-23), forging a deeper friendship with Jesus, experiencing his divine healing that cures our hurts, praise and adoration of the one true God who created all things in six days and rested on the seventh day after the creation week according to Genesis chapter 2:1-3 etc.

			By performing the miracle on the Sabbath day, Jesus was rebuking the pharisaic emptiness and religious system of tradition, understanding, and hypocrisy of mere religious observance and correctness where the Lord of the Sabbath and the day itself has been reduced to nothing more than “going to church and doing religion.” Because majority of these Pharisees were born into the religiosity of the Sabbath and the observance therein or have inherited from their parents a culture of attending church services on the seventh day of the week—the Sabbath, instead of doing greater good to humanity and restoring men and women created in the image of God to reach their fullest abilities and dedicating the Sabbath as a great day for real time spiritual renewal and revival; a time to wait on the Lord by having our strengths renewed as well as our inner abilities and those who are disenfranchised among us, Jesus did the unthinkable—the unconventional that defies everything these Pharisees have taught and documented in the Mishnah about Sabbath observance and their burdensome expectations that does not uplift Jesus, the Lord, owner, and creator of the Sabbath.

			People Need Restoration

			In my non-denominational ministry, JohnJane GraceWorld International Ministries whose church ministry—the GraceWorld Christian Fellowship (GCF) conducts fellowships, community outreaches, nurture and deliverances and worship services on Wednesdays with particular attention paid to the weekly Sabbath—Saturdays, we strongly believe in people’s restoration. I have ensured that our ministry follows this example and the pedagogy set forth by Jesus by encouraging our members to never undermine using the Sabbath for the purposes of healing wounded hearts, helping the less privilege and those who wants to do better than they have done in their past life by doing what we can as a community of faith in the God of many possibilities to see that the least of these people in our communities—those who are docile and/or are struggling through life are helped to move forward. My ministries has continued for some years now to use every Saturday of the week in uplifting people and communities, feeding the poor, helping widows, doing other community services, and becoming all things to all people for the sake of Jesus Christ.

			JohnJane GraceWorld international Ministries and the GraceWorld Christian fellowship has powerfully been using the weekly Sabbath—every Saturday of every calendar year to heal lives and hearts, reconcile families and broken friendships and relationships, enjoy community outreach and enriching Bible studies and set free, those under the clutches of the enemy by delivering people who the enemy has held in the captivity of docility.

			Other great institutions that have continued for so many years to do excellent ministry of healing and restoration on the Sabbath and have followed the example of Jesus in helping folks subjected to biddability in one way or the other by helping such folks and communities to live well are Loma Linda University Medical Centre in California and Babcock University Teaching Hospital in Nigeria among a number of other health institutions that are using the Sabbath to make men and women whole.

			Over the years, I have learnt to not make my Sabbath a day of doing “religion,” but as a day to empower people’s lives, count my cost and reflect over my own personal life journey and look inwardly into my spiritual life, and how I lived during the other days of the whole week. I examine myself from everything and anything that will not help to keep me walking with Jesus. Apart from reaching out to the community, I use my Sabbaths—Every Weekday Saturday as I saw Jesus do throughout the scriptures to thank and worship my God, and to retire before the Holy Ghost where I recharge my inner spiritual batteries after working hard through the week.

			This has significantly helped to keep my mind focused and significantly boosted my health. I use the Sabbaths to heal lives, at our nondenominational and multicultural/multiracial church—The GraceWorld Christian Fellowship (GCF) which my wife and I founded and are the General Senior Pastors. Increasingly in the United States and around the world, a number of other Christian churches, ministries, and many nondenominational Christian organizations are beginning to tap into this revealed treasure and lifestyle exemplified by Jesus Christ and his disciples throughout the Christian scriptures—to use the Sabbath to free people from the burdens of docility; stress of life, and observe and use the Sabbath of the Lord to do greater exploit, just like Jesus did.

			Apart from following Jesus’ example, I discovered in the history of Christianity that even after Jesus returned to heaven, his followers—the early Christians continued to use the Sabbath of the Lord as a day to bless people, touch lives, worship God, and heal broken relationships until the time of Constantine in the fourth century. Emperor Constantine in A.D. 321 and the Roman Catholic Church, following the Edict of Constantine in the Catholic Church Council of Laodicea (circa 364 AD) effected the legislations that changed the noble scriptural practice of using the Sabbath to free the body from stress, worship God, heal hearts and save lives that begun in Genesis 2:2-3.

			Constantine was emperor of Rome from A.D. 306 to 337. He was a sun worshiper during the first years of his reign. Later, he professed conversion to Christianity, but at heart remained a devotee of the sun worship. The idea and origin of using the Sabbath—the Seventh-day of the week to bless humanity, and as a time for the restoration and refreshment before the Holy Ghost that begun within the first 24 hours after the creation of man during the creation week as documented in Genesis 2:2-3 even before Jesus came for redemption and continued the same practice alongside his disciples in the new testament was overturned by religious rulers—not Jesus, nor his twelve apostles and the early Christians.

			“The Sabbath should be used to heal the physically handicap and those whose minds are sick just like Jesus did.”

			It should be used to pause and rest, to share love in freedom and life in the community. When this is properly done, folks in the community and others who have disproportionately experienced life challenges and difficulties are empowered to move out of poverty, pain and sorrow, and to move out of the docile neighborhoods of life. I wonder how you use your Sabbaths and what significance it makes to you and those around you.

			On What Religious Environment Do You Reside?

			Another perspective to look at what Jesus did in John chapter 5 or other lessons to learn from the story of the unnamed man that was docile for 38 years that Jesus healed and restored on the Sabbath is this: You must be careful with people or any religious environment that questions the audacity of God’s grace in facilitating the restoration of your stolen potentials from the treasury of your life by the enemy on a Sabbath day because such religious environments will fail to help you reach your fullest God-given potentials. There will always be people who are happy celebrating your downfall. They are happier when you are at your lowest; when you are unsuccessful and are not able to win big in life, when life is beating you and you are not prospering and being the person that God has created you to be. Majority of such groups of people or friends who are happy when your potentials are undermined are possessed by the spirit of poverty. Avoid these groups of people at all cost. They will never help you get to the beautiful destinations of life where you will be capable to live your best life now.

			“Nobody or any single religious denomination or organization has the monopoly of the Lords Sabbath,”

			A closer observation of John 5:10 reveals that, after Jesus had restored the man, a group of people (the Pharisees) who knew that the man had been in the docile condition for thirty eight long years questioned the audacity of God’s grace and why the unnamed man was healed on the Sabbath. This is the type of group you must avoid by all means, because “Nobody or any single religious denomination or organization has the monopoly of the Lords Sabbath,” for Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath (Matthew 12:1-14). First, it was Jesus who conducted the deliverance service by himself, on the Lord’s Day. Does it matter when, where or how the deliverance took place? What mattered that day was that the “Lord of the Sabbath” has liberated a man who has been docile, unstable, and unable to live his best life in the last 38 years! It was also for the sake of this Pharisaic attitude that negates using the Sabbath for the greater good of humanity that made Jesus to remind the Pharisees and the Jewish religious leaders what the concept of the Sabbath was about. The Gospel of Mark 2:23-28 accounts Jesus response: Specifically, in verse 27, Mark records that “Jesus said to them, The Sabbath was created for the sake of man and not man for the sake of the Sabbath.” In another similar case, (although not on a Sabbath day) even the disciples of Jesus were shocked to found Jesus passionately discussing and systematically engaging in a mission to free a Samaritan women who have been subjected to a system of docility by the enemy. John 4:21-23 [NLT] captures Jesus’ interaction with the woman, something which was a taboo to the people and the religious leaders and systems to have persons like Jesus, openly sitting in a public place with a Samaritan lady and having a conversation in public which changed that woman’s life forever: Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming when it will no longer matter whether you worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. You Samaritans know very little about the one you worship, while we Jews know all about him, for salvation comes through the Jews. But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship him that way.”

			Who Are Your Friends?

			Any group of friends, religious cycle or family members who will stand in your way to receiving God’s best, by keeping you bound and not able to live your best life now must carefully be ignored. It does not matter what you have done with them in the past. At best, forgive them and keep petitioning God that they turn a new leaf and do well; but you must find ways to go around them and move forward in God’s promise about your life. The human mind can be very hypocritical, wicked, and ungrateful—and people don’t change easily too. Forgive people when they betray you, but move ahead with life. Don’t allow people or life circumstances to keep you in the docile neighborhood where you are unable to perform your earthly duties and every redemptive assignment God has called you for.

			Any friend or religious system that rejoices at your misfortune or when you are down and not doing well in life, or question why you have been promoted by Jesus upon your liberation must be cut off from your circle of network and influence. There is a difference between forgiving people and moving on with life. You must not work with everyone. Everybody who is not your friend should not be your enemy and everyone who is not your enemy should not be your friend. The name of a friend, church or religious organization will not save any single individual. The only name that has the capacity to save all of us is JESUS! Acts 4:12 [NLT] records this: There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name (except the name of Jesus which means savior) under heaven by which we must be saved.”

			Watch Your Lifestyle Choices and Behavior

			My final observation from John 5:13 is this: Be very careful with your lifestyle choices and behavior if you must be able to enjoy your life and live your best life now. The account noted in John 5:13-14 that: “The man who was healed had no idea who (Jesus was—i.e. the man have never had an encounter with Jesus and possibly lived a life without Jesus’ principles), for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there. Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” Clearly, from the preceding verses, you can see that the man who was healed had a lifestyle problem that may have caused his paralyses.

			“Our behavioral or lifestyle choices will either defeat or promote us in life.”

			There are times that the devil cannot even stop us from maximizing our potentials in life. The only person to stop us is us; our lifestyle choices, and behaviors. Many lifestyle principles that Jesus prescribed was for our health and well-being—communal, emotional, mental, physical, and spiritual as well. Part of our ability to enjoy our best life now lies in having good health. This is why it is said that: “Health is wealth.” If you don’t have a healthy life, you cannot enjoy life. For some people, the poor habit they may need to change could be smoking. Cigarettes cause cancer. Smoking is the number one cause of deaths due to lung cancer, emphysema, and other serious diseases. People who smoke are also susceptible to having other cardiac problems, and second-hand smoke from cigarettes is a serious danger to your children, family, and friends too.

			For some others, the poor lifestyle problem they may need to overcome in order to live their best life now maybe to stop being promiscuous. If you are continuing to be promiscuous, chances are that you will be infected by sexually transmitted diseases such as Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) which leads to Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS); and you will not be able to fully enjoy your best life now. For others, they may need to avoid junk foods, use the gym and burn some fats and avoid obesity and heart disease and other complications etc. These are healthy lifestyle choices that can help you to enjoy your life and be able to take care of your loved ones and live your best life now. Your lifestyle choices will also affect your entrepreneurial success.

			Think About It

			For your mind liberation and automation for success exercise, for this chapter, you are tasked to identify your life goal—number five, the very last goal for this exercise. I encourage you to identify one long term life goal—something big you will like to achieve before Jesus returns or before you die, whichever comes first. Make this goal something that, if you were to live on earth the second time, something you will continue to see its impact in the life of generations to come. This is what we call impact goal. For this exercise I want you to understand that where there is no specific target, there will be no measure for success. People without clear goals in life becomes a disaster to society—to friends, family members, church members, work colleagues, and even to themselves.

			Now, if you have identified this long term impact goal of your passion, have you considered what may become obstacle to your actualizing it? Now if you have reasons to believe that there are obstacles to why you cannot achieve this major defining life goal or dream, I want you to understand that in God, impossibility is nothing. God created you in his image. Part of God’s image; a key characteristic of God is that his word has creative power. Now, because you have God’s DNA in you, your confessed or spoken words are like a written contract—an agreement to your destiny. If you want to know what your life is going to look like 10 to 30 years from now, just listen to what you are saying about yourself today. Therefore, for this last life goal in this exercise, I want you to bless your future today and agree by faith that God will direct you as you live in his will. Too many people specialize in calling defeat into their future; don’t let that person be you.

			Write down below, what initiatives you believe will help you achieve the one most important impact goal you identified that you need to believe the grace of God to accomplish before you die or before Jesus returns and begin to automate your mind into success to do them. Again, I will ask that you list or write them down as well as how you plan to go about them and begin to make declarations about them. If you want, put todays date by the side of it, and sign your signature. Remember that these goals and or initiatives must be SMART which is an acronym for:

			•	Specific

			•	Measurable

			•	Attainable

			•	Realistic and

			•	Timely.

			 

			 ____________________________________________

			 ____________________________________________

			 ____________________________________________

			 ____________________________________________

			



	

STRATEGY NUMBER 6 

DON’T SETTLE FOR DEFEAT: 
GO FOR VICTORY

			“If you sow a thought you will reap an action, if you sow an action you reap a habit, if you sow a habit you reap a character, and when you sow a character, you reap a destiny. Character is a victory, not a gift.

			—Anonymous

			ENTREPRENEUR DO NOT FALL FROM THE SPACE

			My mother and father were entrepreneurs. They never depended on people to provide them with things, instead they provided people with life opportunities and what such people may need to live at their best: cash, food, clothing, shelter, and for the most part, free education and free healthcare. God blessed my parents because they sowed in the lives of many people in their humble way and were givers. My parents created a lot of job opportunities and did a lot to enhance our community’s well-being and people’s capital development in their contemporaries. One outstanding thing about my parents was that they loved God and had a very progressive thinking system. They were very open to new ideas and they believed strongly in hard work and in the grace of God as they brought us up with Christian principles.

			Take Advantage of Those Opportunities Around

			When I was a 5th grader (primary five in the British educational system that Nigeria ran), I sized my very first opportunity that officially provided me with my very first personal income. I saw that in my community—Osaa Ukwu, majority of the population was farmers and many planted Plantains and not much planted bananas. In that community, we had four open markets. In the Igbo language, a market is called “Ahia.” We had four major Ahia in my community namely: Ahia Eke, Ahia Ore, Ahia Afor, and Ahia Nkwo. On a given market day, you will see young girls, boys, and some women in their childbearing age and mothers, carrying their goods on their tray pans, others on bicycles. Most of the younger ladies and mothers have learnt the art of carrying their plantains in their tray pans without having to hold it with their hands. On these market days, some of the young ladies will tie their wrapper above their breast lines wearing slippers and some even go on bare footed while they allow their tray pans to sit freely on their heads as they sing or chant a local song while going to the market to sale their goods. Some mothers will come to the market or send their daughters to sale their food stuff, rice, pepper, fish, coco yams, vegetables, stock fish or okporoko, achi, egusi, ukpoturu, beans and rice, tomatoes, garri, or other fresh produce from the farms etc.

			You Can Sale Something and Make Money Too

			The men mostly cultivated and sold yams and planted cola called “Orji.” Most men also planted a special palm tree and produced palm wine. In the Igbo culture, it was and still is a taboo for a woman to climb the Orji tree or a particular palm tree called “Ngwor” or to be a palm wine tapper. Amidst all these sellers and traders in our local community markets in Osaa and other neighboring markets like those of Ahia Afor Ukwu in Itungwa or Ahia Nkwo Nwaelechi in Ahiaba or Ahia Ugere in the old Obioma Ngwa Local government headquarters in Mgboko Halt, you can easily count the number of people who sold bananas, whereas, plantain and yams were sold almost everywhere. There was notably one woman in our community from a place we called Umuokereke—Nkemjika’s mother, who predominantly controlled the banana business in the whole of the village those days. In fact, this woman successfully built a business with bananas that there was hardly a time you needed banana that she can hardly not have them available for sale.

			Aba, a great city with the famous Ariaria international market and the commercial nerve center of Abia State, and one of the major metropolises in Eastern Nigeria that has been nicknamed “the Japan of Africa” because of the residents’ resilient entrepreneurial spirit and their determination to supply Nigeria with high quality local made products ranging from: machines to shoes, clothes, detergents, soft drinks, woman hand bags, oil and gas etc. were less than fifteen miles away from my community. For majority of the people, if you cannot buy banana in the village or from Nkemjika’s mother from Umuokereke who controlled the business, you just have to go to Aba, whereas, plantain were sold everywhere in the village. Plantain is one of the common names for herbaceous plants of the genus Musa. The fruit they produce is generally roosted or used for cooking, in contrast to the soft, sweet banana (which is sometimes referred to as the dessert banana). In many markets, there appears to be a clear distinction between sweet banana and cooking plantain, but so many other unpopular varieties exist within the cross species that the differences are not always clear. Scientifically, there is no formal botanical distinction between bananas and plantains, and the use of either term is based purely on how the fruits are used or consumed.

			Never Underestimate Your Ability

			One day, in my fifth grade (elementary 5) I went to my maternal home at Umuagu Umu-Nwankwo village where many people including my grandmother owned plantains and Banana fruit trees—a cash crop. I requested as “okene” (okene is a term used among Ngwa people of Igbo tribe in Eastern Nigeria to dignify anybody in their maternal home) that I wanted to have one seedling of the banana fruit tree to be planted in my native community—Osaa-Ukwu. This was how I was given this cash crop by my grandmother—popularly called “Daa Nnediya” who is in her nineties now. Daa Nnediya honored the request of her 4th grandson and gave me the seedling to take home. Before this time, we do not have banana fruit trees of that particular specie in our compound and have always purchased the bananas we ate from elsewhere. Upon returning to our home, my late mother was very excited to see that one of my maternal uncles who brought me home came with the banana seedling tree. I quickly told mom my story and how I got my cash crop. Right there, I made “my business plan” known to my mother. I told mother that I intend to make money and have planned to plant the banana tree to generate some income for myself.

			Know Who You Are and Your Net Capital

			Anybody that knows Igbos will understand that most of us share something very similar with the Jews. In fact, the story of the Igbo people is that they originally are one of the dispersed or displaced Jewish people who found a place to call home in Nigeria. It is as if that when God was creating Igbos as a tribe; he included a gene that perhaps makes majority of Igbo people to like commerce and industry. Igbos, just like the Jews naturally like wealth creation and are mostly merchants. We travel extensively and usually own small businesses in any state or country of our residence.

			Because my late mother was a visionary entrepreneur, immediately after I said that I wanted to plant my banana fruit tree to make money for myself; my mother nodded, and said hmmmn… I see, and smiled one kind of smile that differentiated her from many women that I know. My mother and I had a unique relationship. In my parents days, having a large family was the norm in Nigeria. In fact, there were men who married up to four wives and raised many children from them. My grandfather married two wives. One of my uncles had two wives and raised more than 18 children by them. In our case, my father only managed to marry my mother as my mother mounted serious pressure on him not to take a second wife when my father was considering following the example that his father who married two wives set for him. My mother and father raised seven children together before my immediate younger brother—Ibegbulam Nwankwo died which left my parents with two girls and four boys. Because of my immediate younger brothers’ death, my health problems as a child, and my dad absences from home majorly because of his civil service career, my mother and I developed a powerful bond that made her to be very particular about me—to protect me, and as the one who now is the last child out of the six, she hardly allowed me to do many household chores which sometimes made my older siblings jealous. I was always pampered and over protected.

			Apart from these, my mother told me the story of how I nearly died during a cesarean child delivery. Again, I was very sick as a child because I drank poison. I was taken to numerous specialized hospitals in the Eastern Nigeria by my father and mother in an effort to save my life. Because of my health problems I lost between two to three years of my primary education and was behind my mates in school.

			You Have to Have the Guts

			In my family, every sibling of mine owned or planted some sort of a fruit tree, but none had thought about planting bananas of that particular specie that I brought from my maternal home for commercial interest. So you can sense the pride of a mother who loved to do business and now, has a child in fifth grade and who was now beginning to discuss a business plan with her mother and with confidence that the venture will become successful. Up until today, I still have never been able to figure out how I have the guts and what gave me the audacity to do what I did and why I did so. I asked my mother: who will help me to plant my banana seedling fruit tree? Because it was in the evening that I had returned from Umuagu Umu-Nwankwo, my maternal home, my mother calmly assured her ambitious fifth grader that the following day, one of my bigger brothers who can dig the ground well was going to help me plant the banana fruit tree. The following day came, and my mother instructed one of my big brothers—I believe Sir Chuks, my eldest brother to help and together, they planted the cash crop that gave me the first opportunity to earn money for myself.

			In our family, properties were respected, no matter who owns what. One thing about banana trees is that when they are planted in soils that are fertile, they grow very quickly and provide you with “compound interest.” What I mean by compound interest is that, the banana tree will multiply over time by giving birth to other newer ones. What I did over the years was to transplant the newer banana fruit trees from their original place to multiple places in our compound and maximized my income through them. As a matter of fact, I made money steadily from my bananas until I left the community when I entered the university in Western Nigeria. I stopped my banana business when I could no longer monitor the business from Western Nigeria because those days, there were no mobile phone access in Nigeria; and I couldn’t track what was going on with my bananas anymore.

			Entrepreneurs Start Early

			Before I gained admission to pursue my first degree university education in Theology while in Nigeria, I was introduced to Home Health Education Service where a very great longtime friend of mine—a brother indeed, Mr. Obioma Dike who now resides in Maryland United States with his wife and children has been a representative in Eastern Nigeria. This old time close-friend of mine who was also one of my dormitory room mates in my first year in the university when I lived in Babcock University dormitory and who will also serve as my best man for my wedding years later has always been a very compassionate and sincere-trustworthy friend. As a science student in high school and later a Jambite, (a Jambite is a term that Nigerians use to describe those who are in the process of undertaking or going into a university to pursue or obtain a first degree program), my father and my mother understood the very fabrics of education and therefore, loved western education and wanted the best, formal education could offer to enable their children live at their best. Therefore, as a Jambite, my parents wanted me to study medicine at all cost because they wanted one of their sons to become a medical doctor in order to take over the family healthcare business. My older siblings were in other fields. One of my sisters was also studying medicine, but because in the Igbo culture, when a woman is married, she does not have much influence over the family’s estate, landed property, real estate or family business like the man. My father and mother wanted a man from the family to study medicine and that person happened to be me.

			Follow Your Passion and Dream Your Own Dreams

			At first to be sincere, I was very excited, and I agreed. In fact, in high school they were already calling me “Doctor” and because doctors were considered to be rich people, driving good cars and living in descent homes and since it was the right thing to do at that level, I loved the whole idea and that title—Dr, because it meant I was going to have money and prestige—I was very convinced. To get me well prepared, my father will buy every Chemistry, Physics, or Biology textbook and workbook—the one we called handout, where I learnt about the molecules, autotrophs, atoms, periodic tables, and all the atomic scale charts etc. My father paid for extramural classes and does everything within his power to support me and make me a “medical doctor.” While attending these extramural classes in the mornings, I signed up for barbing apprenticeship in the evenings and that was how I learnt the trade of barbing which I am still very proficient at today, at Obinno barbering Saloon along Aba-Owerri Road, Umungasi Aba. My master was one Mr. Obinna. It was in this barbering saloon while learning the trade of barbing that I first met Mr. Ikechi Dike. At first, he questioned why I had chosen to learn barbing instead of pursuing a university education. I took my time to explain what the situation and options were for me and the plans ahead, and he challenged me to make sure that I further my formal education. Fortunately, Mr. Ikechi Dike was the uncle, Obioma Dike my friend has always told me was his big brother who lives in the United States. As a generous man, after our conversation, Mr. Ikechi Dike sent me on errand; to buy a bottle of Multina drink for him. When I returned, he asked me to keep the change.

			Believe in Yourself and Defeat the Odds

			About this time, the Nigerian government, schools, and economy was being mishandled beginning from General Ibrahim Babangida—popularly referred to as the evil genius in Nigeria, to another dictator—the late Nigerian military head of state, Sani Abacha, who was General Ibrahim Babangida’s chief of Army staff and will later be promoted to Minister of Defense. Babangida came to power in 1985 through a coup that toppled Mohammed Buhari’s regime, promising to end corruption and human rights abuses, but his regime stands accused of some of the worst abuses in Nigeria’s history, and the floodgate that promoted corruption in the corridors of power, civil service, and fraudulent activities coded as 419. A report by economist Pius Okigbo on how the Babangida regime spent windfall profits after the first Gulf War would have shed more light on the excesses of General Ibrahim Babangida but was never published. When his former chief of Army staff, Sani Abacha took power, Nigeria regressed further from where General Babangida left the country from all sectors. Fear grounded everyone. There was no freedom of speech. The press was controlled by the government.

			During Abacha’s regime, it is on record that a total of £5 billion was reported siphoned out of the country’s coffers by the head of state and members of his family. At that time Abacha was listed as the world’s fourth most corrupt leader in recent history. The Nigerian government then did not charter any private or indigenous universities or give them accreditation. Everything was being controlled by the military government. Government owned schools and infrastructures dilapidated. Majority of the higher institutions were mostly closed down because of national prolonged strikes by the Labor Unions. It was very difficult to gain admission into Nigerian universities. The glory of civil service was gone as workers, professors, and school teachers will stay away from work because they have not been paid their salary by the military government for months. Corruption and crime was endemic in the tightly military controlled economy and those who challenged the government or dare speak out against the leadership were mostly assassinated or they proceeded onto self-exile to the western world.

			You Can Win the War Within

			The Nigerian state was in a mess. It was in the middle of these crises that I repented and accepted Jesus as my Lord and personal savior and decided to abandon chasing the dream of being a physician that my father has significantly helped me to nurture. One evening, I came home to tell my father that I was going to study theology at the then Adventist Seminary of West Africa (ASWA), (ASWA had affiliation with Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan and people who completed their educational program at ASWA received their diploma from Andrews university) and become a gospel minister. ASWA later became Babcock University. This sounded thunderous like a bullet to my father’s ears. I could feel the shock as the man became speechless. Before this time, Mr. Obioma Dike, my good friend has introduced me to join him as a Home Health Education Service (HHES) representative in Aba. It was also about this time that I met Pastor Ugochukwu Ahiamadu, my former boss and the publishing director at the Rivers Conference in Port Harcourt. Later, together with Dr. Oyeleke Owolabi another publishing director of mine, we will work together in Lagos (Western Nigeria) when I became the president for the HHES wing for students at Babcock University for two years. HHES representatives’ primarily worked for the Seventh-day Adventist Church as Colporteurs and what I will describe as “mobile health education and lifestyle specialists.” The publishing directors or other designees provided training to those who are qualified to become representatives, before they could start work. The job did not pay as much as it was commission-based, unless the representative was very industrious and employ professional marketing or salesmen strategies. When I first announced to my father my intention to join HHES, my father rebuked me. He told me that night in his master bed room that I should as well forget about that idea.

			Convincingly, my father asked me to show him how many people that I know who has worked as a HHES representative who was doing so well with financial success or who has a descent automobile or good residential or commercial properties to their name in town. And the man was right, because all the people that I know before that time who worked for HHES were seriously struggling through life. I told him that I was determined to try, and that I was going to set a different record. From that night, my father vowed that if I disrespect him and abandon pursuing the medical school he has done everything a loving father can do for a son and join HHES as a representative or Canvasser, then, he will withdraw his financial support for my education; in fact the bigger threat was that he will disown me!

			Think Differently For Once

			As a Jambite, my hope for attending and receiving a university education rested on my parents financial resources. In Nigeria then, almost everyone who went to the universities paid out of pocket. There were no student loans. If you are not being sponsored by your parents or uncles, or cousins, then you must have your own personal income to put yourself through a university education. As I was about to leave my father’s master bedroom that night, he said: if you must do your thing, also make sure you don’t come over to my office in Aba (the old Aba urban, now Aba South Local Government Town Hall was the major civil service headquarters in the Aba metropolis where my father worked as a senior civil servant officer) to embarrass me before my friends. HHES representatives were looked down upon. Majority of them never owned a descent car of their own in those days. They used bicycles and you can hardly count the number of HHES representatives who had motorcycles. A great number of them walked by feet or used public transports such as the taxi or buses. Now, this was the very first time “daddy’s and mummy’s” boy was very “very disrespectful and determined to do his own thing.”

			Culturally, many parents helped to determine what their sons or daughters studied in the universities. There were not much people that their parents had the financial resources to send to the university from my village then. In fact, most ladies were given away in marriage after high school (secondary school) or were sent to Aba to learn a trade and here was someone whose parents were determined to send to the University of Calabar or Abia State University to study medicine and he opted to go to the seminary to study theology. It was a very weird or ridiculous idea, almost a taboo!

			Tough Times Never Last

			As my “war” with my parents, mostly my father who I have bruised his ego ranged on, to my greatest surprise my maternal uncle, “De Chigbu” was invited from my maternal hometown, Umuagu Umu-Nwankwo—a village about 4-5 miles away from Osaa-Ukwu, our village. My father has sent for him to come and talk me out of my “unambitious plan” and talk me into going to medical school as originally planned. In the Nigerian university educational system then, a high school graduate with five credits in mathematics, English, Physics, Chemistry, and Biology and with the required pass mark for the Joint Admission and Matriculation Board (JAMB) was offered admission to study medicine. Unlike the American system where prospective medical students must have completed pre-medics or a first degree in a science-related discipline and complete a medical degree in four years, the Nigerian system of education permitted qualified high school graduates who met the JAMB requirements and five credits in the subject areas to be admitted to study medicine for seven years. After my maternal uncle—Dee Chigbu, my mother’s immediate younger brother whom every sibling of mine including me had much respect for could not talk me into the original plan of going for medicine, I saw that I was for the most part, left to face my fate. The circumstances that dominated my life environment afterwards were unpleasant. But I had much work to do to bring about my own development and to become a better person irrespective of these unfavorable neighborhood that life circumstances wanted to subject me to. I chose faith in the God of unlimited possibilities and not fate due to my circumstances because I understood earlier on in life that because am a creature in the image of God, I am powerful.

			



	

STRATEGY NUMBER 7 

DOMINATE YOUR CIRCUMSTANCES 
& ENVIRONMENT

			‘’Faith is a connection with God that comes from knowing His power and resting on His promises to act on our behalf. The effects of faith in God bring health to our minds and bodies.”

			—Anonymous

			You Are Powerful

			Life is about circumstances and realities. What produces them is our environment. This is why life will not hand over to you what you want. Life will only deliver to you, what you demand. Our environments bring about the circumstances and the realities that shape our actions and our ability to live our best life now. How we respond to these realities and circumstances is what makes the big difference. We can become either losers or winners. It’s like the African proverb that says: “if the lion cannot live to tell its story, the hunter wins.” The dominion mandate given to everyone created by God in God’s image and welcomed to share in the economy of God’s grace as we explored earlier in the Christian Scriptures according to the book of Genesis empowered you as an individual to subdue and rule everything in your environment. Although not by coercion, the mandate was given to Adam and Eve in order to enable them live their best life. The same day that Adam and Eve failed to dominate their environment and control the surrounding circumstances in their neighborhood of life is the day that life difficulties was born to our world. The implication here is that God will not control your life for you, but can guide you to do well and achieve excellence and success. This mandate, given by God to have you subdue and rule your environment means that God will show you the way to your health, your financial increase, your joy and happiness, and your success and prosperity, but you have to do the walking. If you don’t understand that you are a powerful person, you cannot do the walking that will promote your life.

			You Can Dominate & Decide What’s Next

			It means that you have the power to decide what’s next and what happens around your life, since you have been powered by God and welcomed to share in the economy of his grace. Because, you are for the most part, the product of what happens in your life environment, you are powered to bring into captivity every circumstance that will skew your promotion and prosperity and dictate the direction of your health, your finances, your marriage, your career—your future and the company you chose to facilitate your destiny. Dominating your circumstances will happen only when you understand your environment.

			“You cannot remain in a negative environment and expect to do well.”

			George Washington once said that: “it is better to be alone than in a bad company.” You are powerful. Don’t allow your circumstances to dominate you. You have immense power and the ability to do great and beautiful things with your life. You can control what happens around your life if you must attain success. When your circumstances dominate you, they control your life and dictate your actions and what’s next.

			Entrepreneurs Must Learn to Find Strength in Adversity

			After my fracas with my dad, I decided to find strength in adversity. What happened next was that one Sunday morning I left my village environment and moved to Aba metropolis to permanently live with my eldest sister, Daa Joy, who was a civil servant in Aba. Daa Joy, my eldest sister was a born again Christian and an accomplished singer in the church environment and ministerial activities. Before I repented, she has always scolded me for my youthful excesses and prayed fervently for me with my mom. As a new Aba resident, a Jambite and a hustler who hates to stay idle, I left to live permanently in Aba on a Sunday, by the next day being Monday, I was already employed. At first, I took a job as a security man—a guard (Gate Man) at Renascent Education Limited—a privately owned Nursery and primary school at #14 Omenazu Street off Faulks road in Aba. The owner of this school was a very progressive Ngwa businessman—elder Solomon Nwaejike. My immediate supervisor at this early learning education center was Dr. Sal Okwubunka my late uncles’ wife—popularly called Aunty Sal who linked me to the job as she was the school principal. Apart from the fact that the job did not pay well and I did not enjoy wasting my day seating at the gate all through the school hours, I did not like the gate environment where I had to force myself into smiling all the time to welcome every guest and to be accountable for the security of the pupils who were so energetic. Also, I believed that there was much that Aba metropolis could offer me. For this reason, I wanted bigger and better opportunities and to do better than I was doing. Because of these, two months into the job, I had to quit and resorted to my original plan for coming to Aba.

			Seeing my zeal to answer my calling and follow my dream which was to become a minister, Daa Joy encouraged me to join the choir in the local church that she was heavily involved in. She introduced me to Pastor Kingsley Anonaba, who led me to sincerely accept Jesus Christ as my Lord and my personal savior, and became my spiritual mentor and role model and later helped to prepare me for ministry. I joined his prayer band—the Hidden Assurance and became a strong and visible member of the Hidden Assurance Program. We met during the week for group Bible study and on Sunday afternoons, we had powerful revival meetings and deliverance service that attracted people from most Christian denominations and was second to none at that point in Eastern Nigeria. The power of God moved so freely in these gatherings that miracles happened in people’s lives and transformation too.

			Think Victorious and Go For Victory

			When my eldest sister saw my determination to do what I came to Aba for and that I wanted to succeed as a representative of Home Health Education Service (HHES), she gave me every support I needed. For me, all that I thought during those days was victory. Then, I proceeded to do the training with the HHES publishing director for Aba region—Pastor Ifeanyi Mewu, and then started. To start, I needed to deposit some funds with the publishing department. I could not approach my father because of my fall out with him, so I went to the publishing director after a training session and narrated my story to pastor Mewu. Pastor Mewu, the publishing director was moved by my story, but as a good business man, he needed to balance his emotions with the reality on ground—since good business men don’t buy people’s story or trust people easily with their goods just by hearing their good stories because any business ran by people’s good stories told and based on emotions will go out of business sooner or later. Businesses are there to create more job opportunities, to compete, to make profit and thrive, not to be run by good people stories. That day, something unique happened because during the two days or so training where every prospective HHES representative is allowed to go to the field with the publishing director and where they are tasked to canvass people with the health books and catalogs in order to make sales, I was the singular person that made sales out of all the newly recruits.

			You Can Win Big

			The publishing director was exceptionally impressed as he noticed something unique about me. Now, what baffled the director was that the group of people that I successfully sold health books to, were one of the only groups that every HHES representative have less interest to approach in the first place. I had sold couple of health books such as: Your Health in your hands and your family and you etc. to members of the Nigerian Youth Service Corps (NYSC). Typically, NYSC members don’t have the luxury of purchasing books. They receive stipend from the federal government and majority of them struggle through life while in service. But it was this same group that I sold a significant amount of books to in cash, within a few hours I was sent out to the field and without any input from the publishing director who was still supervising other new recruits elsewhere in the city. Pastor Mewu had a white Volkswagen Beetles. Typically, he will segment the team and drive each newly recruited team to the field and demonstrated what he had taught during the training session by canvassing clients for some hours which are rotated, while the new recruits watch how he does it. That day, when I handed the publishing director the cash and receipt of the sales I had made in my first outing, he qualified me immediately to represent HHES and ask his secretary to proceed with the printing of my HHES Identification card etc.

			You Are More Qualified Than You Think

			When I achieved this feat, I reminded the publishing director that I do not have the required funds to deposit in order to start work the next day, unless he wanted me to quit. As a disciplined businessman with strong business ethics, the publishing director knew that losing me was not going to be in the best interest of his organization. For this reason, he asked that I should go and bring a shortee or simply put—a guarantor who must be employed by a reputable organization and must be on a certain salary scale to co-sign for a credit or book loan for me. To be honest, I was happy with the new opportunity HHES was going to offer me, but I felt that the director was being unnecessarily tough in this whole process—why not sign me up and believe that I will not default? Can’t the publishing director trust my sincerity and determination to excel? As a young inexperienced man who had only ran a successful banana business previously with village people in a village setting where everyone knew every one, these were my thoughts. Following the deal made to me by the publishing director, I took a taxi—I believe it was a Peugeot 504 sedan from #1 New Umuahia road Ogbo Hill Aba, where the publishing office was headquartered straight to Umungasi along Aba-Owerri Road where my sister and I lived. It was evening time. The work day was over. I narrated what has transpired during the day to Daa Joy, my sister. The following morning, Daa Joy followed me to the publishing office where she became my guarantor and co-signed that I will not default on the books I was given to start off on credit.

			My Journey to Success

			When I received my book loan from the publishing director, I had two major obstacles to overcome before I could start work as a fulltime HHES representative. The first problem was that I had no professional canvassing bag to carry my books and canvass clients in the city. The second problem which caused many HHES representatives to quit was the high cost of transportation since they depended on public transit or taxi to work. That day, I thought of how to mitigate the first problem. I reached out to my good friend; Mr. Obioma Dike who initially introduced me to HHES having joined years before me. Willingly and unstintingly, Obi as I fondly call him asked me to start canvassing with his own canvassing professional bag until I could be able to buy one for myself. What a friend? That was how I overcame that first obstacle and started canvassing the next day with books on loan from the publishing director and a borrowed canvassing bag from a friend! About three months into working for HHES as a canvasser or representative, I had successfully beaten every odd and limitations that discouraged a number of old timers who had quit working for HHES.

			Use Your Obstacles and Turn Them to Success

			The three major obstacles that older HHES representatives encountered were book availability and affordability, and affordable means of transportation in and around the city. Three months into working fulltime for HHES (this was in the 90’s), I had made sufficient money to purchase a second-hand Honda motorcycle—called Highjack that was in the same class of another popular motorcycle called Grandking which was completely paid for. I also paid back the entire loan I was given by the publishing director, and raised enough capital to purchase any book from the publishing house that I needed to canvass with. It was more magical than a reality to my contemporaries at HHES that knew me or had my experience shared. It got to the point where some of my fellow HHES representatives became suspicious of my successes and began suspecting that I may be using voodoo to do the exploits that I was doing in the market place.

			Find Your Industry Advantage and Who Your Competitors Are

			I canvassed everything and everyone: Roadside mechanics, local traders, students, business executives, taxi drivers, lawyers, physicians, public health practitioners, politicians, those in the police force, pharmacists, clinics, hospitals, banks and bankers, libraries, insurance companies and some of the major private enterprises in Aba, Port Harcourt, and the environs like those who work in the county government and civil servants at their office headquarters. It was about this time that I met Keziah Adaelu who worked at his father’s company—Chemlap Nigeria Limited in Aba. Sister Keziah as I fondly called her was a passionate lady that loved to empower young people with ambition. She was the door opener and very instrumental to my success in becoming the number one HHES representative that supplied books to other staff at Chemlap. When I gained access to Chemlap, I also supplied books to Elder Emmanuel Adaelu, Sister Keziah’s father and the founder and Chairman of Chemlap Nigeria Limited. Everyone in the company fell in love with me because I was very professional and I sold at the approved price set by HHES.

			Respect the Laws and Keep Your Integrity

			Robert Kiyosaki asked: “Why risk going to jail by engaging in illegal businesses when it is easier to make money legally?” Because I was sincere with the rules and regulations of HHES, including selling the books at the approved prices, I prospered. The problem with majority of people who wants to experience success is their small mind and their shallow way of thinking which tells them that doing short cut is a virtue and a genuine means for success. Breaking the law of your land like evading paying taxes, transacting fairly and not reaping people off is a good way to remain in business. This will later cause the former HHES representative who used to supply books to Chemlap employees over the years to lose business, because he reaped the employees of Chemlap off and sold books at exorbitant prices other than those approved by HHES by reason that he had monopoly to supply books at HHES over the years. When I came to Chemlap and sold on the approved HHES prices, word quickly spread around, and I made fortunes from that company as a HHES representative. I also canvassed local people at their homes, a practice that was almost non-existent among HHES representatives in Nigeria. I specialized mainly on health books, books on herbs and their medicinal values, books for singles, young mothers, stress management, nutrition, how to enjoy life and love and marriage literatures from Nancy Van Pelt and other authors. It got to a point where my colleagues at HHES nicknamed me “Medicinal Plant.”

			Believe there is Money to Be Made in Your Locality or Country

			Medicinal plant was a two-set encyclopedia published in English and in Spanish by Editorial Safeliz from Spain and one of the biggest and most costly books that HHES had on sale. I made most of my biggest sales and profits from this particular book. I sold it to physicians, nurses, pharmacists, and those that practice alternative medicine including regular people. Those who could not afford the encyclopedia at once were given a payment plan option with a little interest added on it.

			Because many HHES representatives defaulted on books given to them on credit, every HHES representative were required to pay upfront for books and the taxes therein before the representatives sale them. Typically, 98% of the books on health, nutrition, stress management, diet and fitness, family life, love and marriage, and other religious literatures like the family bible we sold etc. that HHES had as its brand were shipped to Nigeria from Europe and America. For these reason, majority of these brand books were more costly than books published locally in Nigeria. But I built a brand on how to canvass these books, and because I believed that there was enough money in my locality—my nation, I sold a lot of these books.

			Build a Brand and Don’t Destroy It

			In order to be successful, I strategize to use different sales talks other than those received during our initial training with the publishing director which we were trained to memorize and recount before clients. I came up with my own marketing tactics contextualized to meet the need of each customer or audience, and built a brand with it. If I go to a place where there were mothers and children, I will first play with the kids or do something that gives me greater access to capture the enthusiasm of the kids and make their parents listen to what I have to offer. If I were going to a financial institution or bank to canvass the bank managers or directors, I will dress like a banker from another bank and used the same portfolios that bank managers used, and sometimes, to gain access, I will go on a reputable brand of car—a chartered car with a driver while I sit at the car owners side in order to get a pass at the security guards at the gate. Once most of these security men sees me driven in seated at the car owners side with my nicely clean ironed suit and identification card and my eye glasses, they will open the gate and say: “good day sir” and bow and direct the driver on where to pack inside the banking premises. I also organized seminars on health in schools and sold my books to the school staff after the seminars. On the weekends on some occasions, particularly on Sundays, I canvassed churches. During the weekdays, I will canvass the church pastors and gain their consent to present my books or display them to their members after worship service.

			Work Hard & Expect God’s Favor

			When I did not make much from canvassing on Sundays, I stopped. I started to use my motorcycle to do Okada transportation business on Sundays and made additional money those Sundays. My route for Okada business was majorly around MCC Road, World Bank Housing Estate areas and streets, Umule axis, and on few occasions Faulks Road area by Okigwe Road in the Aba metropolis. I was doing all these to save money for college. Motorcyclists’ business, popularly known as Okada business in Nigeria then is a business whereby a person can own a motorcycle and use it to transport others for a fee, or employ other riders to use the motorcycle to transports people in need of transportation and pay the owner of the motorcycle an agreed upon fee on a daily basis or to do what was called High Purchase. Because of my successes and exploits in HHES, my father soon noticed the dividends of my hard work and saw that I had become unstoppable in my dream and as a loving father who wants his children to become successful; he approved my educational passion of studying Theology, instead of going for a medical degree.

			Don’t Be Selfish, Instead Inspire Others

			I later encouraged one of my older brothers to join HHES as a representative in Aba and surprisingly my father approved the move without hesitation because I had set a good example. That older brother of mine had originally been the one everyone expected to become a pastor and to proceed to ASWA and study theology before I repented. He has a big mind to helping people and passion for God and ministry. This older brother of mine—Pastor Innocent Nwankwo who is now a powerful Gospel Minister in Imo State—Owerri areas will years later when I had left Babcock University, proceed to study theology and earn a Bachelor of Art degree in Theology and became a pastor instead of pursuing a military career he had been encouraged to pursue earlier on. He worked for HHES in Aba, with the same motorcycle that I purchased and used when I worked for HHES in Aba, which I left behind in Aba when I moved to Babcock University in Western Nigeria for my studies.

			Capitalize On Your Areas of Strength, Not Your Weaknesses

			While a student in Babcock University, I continued to work hard as a HHES representative on a part time basis. In fact, I professionally developed myself into a HHES brand name for canvassing on campus. I canvassed students and staff on campus and people in the neighboring communities. Because Babcock University is a privately owned university and expensive compared to most other government owned universities, I did work study on campus (cleaning the toilets) while pursuing my first degree in order to earn additional money to meet my financial obligations. I was employed in the janitorial/custodial department. Most mornings, at about 5 a.m. or earlier, I will wake up and clean the class room floors and washed the toilets and still attend my 7a.m classes. During summer holidays which begun from early May to September, I will work full time as a HHES representative in Nigeria or outside of the country for the four years that I spent as a student while I completed my first degree education in Babcock University. All my life, I knew nothing but that success begins with determination just as the wise man in the Christian Scriptures will say in (Proverbs 20:13 NLT) that: “those who love to sleep, will end up in poverty; but if you keep your eyes (an open mind) open, there will be plenty to eat [i.e. more than enough to go around].”

			Be a Person of Significance and Make a Difference in Peoples’ Lives

			The Wise Man in (Ecclesiastes 11:1 NIV) said: Cast your bread upon the waters, for after many days you will find it again. As a student of Babcock, I worked hard and was able to rise to the top among accomplished HHES representatives in Nigeria. My work ethic and professionalism in HHES quickly became noticeable among the students, campus staff, and the regional publishing directors in Nigeria. For this reason, I became the student president for HHES Student Club on the campus of Babcock University for the last two years before graduation. This position was a very political and highly competed position of all time in the history of Babcock because of the tribal and ethnic divide in Nigeria. Apart from working in the janitorial or custodial department while a student in Babcock, I also had a part time paid job as an associate pastor of Heirs of the Kingdom Chapel on campus, where Professor Sampson Nwaomah, an ordained minister and professor who was then the head of department of Religious Studies department was my senior pastor and supervisor. Pastor Sampson Nwaomah will later join my wife and I in holy matrimony. My wife was the choir director and church pianist of the church I pastored—Heirs of the Kingdom chapel on campus while completing her nursing degree at Babcock University.

			Get Connected Outside the Box

			It was during one of those summers when I worked as a HHES representative in the federal capital territory of Nigeria—Abuja, that I met Mrs. Folake Adeniyi and her husband who were like parents to me in a number of ways, and we became family friends. Mrs. Adeniyi is an educator and a business woman. The couple had three sons and two lovely daughters—Bunmi and Tolu. Tolu and Dapo—one of the sons were my contemporaries at Babcock. These family were very good Christians. In those days, I will go to eat at their house. Mrs. Adeniyi’s husband, elder Adeniyi who now is a lawyer, worked and retired with the Federal Ministry of Water Resources in Abuja.

			Several years later while I resided in the US, because of my friendship with this family, I picked up my cell phone one certain day and put a call to Tolu. It was a simple question: When are you coming to the USA? Her answer: I am seriously considering it. As God will have it, when it was God’s time for her to come, I was privileged to be the one to receive Tolu and pick her up at the Los Angeles International Airport in California when she immigrated to the USA to pursue a graduate study in La Sierra University where she graduated with a Master of Business Administration (MBA). Tolu followed the great example from her Christian family and served selflessly as one of our ministry officers at our church ministry in the USA—The GraceWorld Christian Fellowship and worked as a faculty at our institution—Best American Healthcare University.

			Tolu’s husband, a highly talented gentleman—Elder Gbenga Solademi who formerly was a banker and now the Chief Executive Officer of Pebble Gifts also graduated with a Master of Business Administration from my alma mater, La Sierra University and served as the head elder and treasurer of our church ministry while in the US. Dapo’s IT firm—Daydah Concepts, one of Mrs. Adeniyi’s sons and Tolu’s older brother a graduate of Computer Science from Babcock University will years later design one of my business websites. Honestly, when you trust God’s leadership and cast your bread upon the waters, what happens is that after many years it will come back to you (Ecclesiastes 11:1).

			Respect those Who Connects You

			While I worked for HHES in Abuja during one of those summer holidays as a student of Babcock University, elder Adeniyi, and Tolu’s father, helped to link me to some colleagues of his who I canvassed and a number of them bought books from me. There was one other Elder Ogbonna in the Federal Ministry of Agriculture who did the same. Also, Elder Washington Nwachukwu who was a director at the Nigerian Telecommunications Ltd (NITEL) in Abuja was one of my major clients. When he doesn’t buy, he makes sure he recommends his colleagues to buy from me. Others like Elder Chinkata Esiaba who was then working as a top officer in the Nigerian Deposit Insurance Corporation (NDIC) in Abuja was very instrumental to linking me up with most of his work colleagues who bought handsomely from me. I will not forget these people any time soon. They will always have my respect, for they helped to make me the person I am today. The NDIC is a parastatal under the Nigerian Ministry of Finance, tasked with protecting the banking system from instability occasioned by runs and loss of depositors’ confidence and operates under the Nigeria Deposit Insurance Corporation Act (1990). Mrs. Folake Adeniyi publishes and sold computer books for early learners, something that was nonexistent among the books we sold at HHES. Eventually, she was in charge of the publishing house for HHES in Abuja. I quickly added her computer books to the portfolios of books I sold to early learning schools.

			Success is a Procedural Journey, Not an Event

			Success for me is perceived to be a procedural journey, network, connections of deliberate and repeated actions, which are powered by a spirit of hard work, determination, and excellence. In my first journey to work for HHES in Abuja, I lived with one of my uncles from our village—De Ugboma Chigbu and his family, as accommodation and transportation were very expensive in Abuja. This Christian opened their home and took good care of me. The following summer in my second missionary journey as I worked in Abuja; to mitigate the problem of transportation that was very expensive, I bought and took a Honda motorcycle to Abuja which I used to work for HHES that summer. One Sunday morning, as I was going to Mrs. Adeniyi’s house to get books which I will use to work the following day—Monday, I was involved in a ghastly motor accident that nearly claimed my life at a traffic intersection near Herbert Macaulay Way, in the Central Business District zone, where the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) is headquartered.

			Always Ask For God’s Grace and Depend on God’s Protection

			A Jambite who did not properly know how to drive a car was tasked to wash a brand new car his older brother had just bought. His older brother took a cab to attend a church service as he was still attending driving school, to learn how to drive. This Jambite younger brother of his decided to put the car on the road and lost control of the vehicle at a traffic intersection. That morning as I was riding my motorcycle to Mrs. Adeniyi’s house, I was waiting in the intersection for the traffic light to change from Red to Green. As the light changed to green, I moved towards my direction and the next thing I had was what sounded like an explosion—Poahaaa!!! I had been hit badly and I fainted. I had multiple wounds and was in great pain.

			I narrowly cheated death that morning. My Honda motorcycle was shattered and scattered all over the places. Graciously, God had miraculously spared my life. Several years have passed since this accident took place, and yet, each time I visualized what took place that day, I still cannot make sense of how I escaped death that morning other than believing that the supernatural power of God’s grace—God’s wings of safety was nested around me. The motorcycle I was riding was hit at the adjacent direction. If I was carrying any person, that person would have been crushed with the speed as the vehicle was on full speed. Instead of stopping and obeying the traffic laws by allowing me to proceed, the novice driver had maintained the same velocity with which he was accelerating the vehicle when it was green on my side to proceed at the traffic intersection.

			Prayer Works

			At the time of this accident, I lived with my sister—Da Chioma and the husband, Mr. Chinyere Ayim, popularly called Nyerere. At the Nyerere’s household, prayer and exuberant praises to God were never lacking every morning as we sought for God’s favor and protections for our daily lives during morning devotions. No Dick or Tom was excused from attending these morning praise and prayer sessions so long as you lived under the roof of Nyerere’s household. The family believed in prayer and the efficacy of God’s word and promises. This household was very thankful to God for sparing my live from the auto accident and was very supportive throughout this ordeal and kept encouraging me. Uncle Nyerere is a born again Christian, a politician, a successful businessman and a very generous man. He was then, the General Manager for Rochas Group of Companies Limited owned by Rochas Okorocha (Rochas Okorocha will later became the democratically elected executive governor of Imo State and continued to work with Nyerere). Da Chioma and Uncle Nyerere’s influenced my life for good. This couple had many in-laws, relatives, brothers, and sisters who lived in their house in Abuja. They also trained a number of these people. Uncle Nyerere had great respect for me for my entrepreneurial abilities and always encouraged me to dream bigger. Later, Uncle Nyerere will become a board member of Best American Healthcare University—the higher education of learning that my wife and I founded in California.

			Create Multiple Streams of Income

			As a student during our days at Babcock University, my wife who was then my fiancée and I owned two small businesses apart from multi-level marketing. Because my wife was also an aggressive HHES representative while completing her nursing degree at Babcock University and our successes with book sales, we decided to open a book shop in Ilishan-Remo town and also had our Okada businesses while we were completing our baccalaureate degrees. I had one motorcycle for Okada business, and my wife had one too. We employed two people who used these motorcycles to do Okada business for us, while we went to school. These were the small beginnings of our entrepreneurial exploits.

			Our book store and Okada businesses were successful. Apart from these, my wife was also involved with multi-level marketing and was receiving checks from Forever Living Products which she had many downlinks. She was also a distributor of Tianshi products. My wife and I have always followed the wealthy people’s practice of creating multiple streams of income, no matter how small. This is why presently; we have multiple small businesses some of which are strictly online. Many poor people and the middle class think that being employed by someone else, landing into what they describe as their dream career, working in the banks or in a corporate organization; in government jobs or in a firm and working 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. until retirement will provide them with financial security or financial freedom. This may never happen for many. What I encourage people is this: If you must work in these establishments, let this employment serve as one stream of your income.

			What if you are fired and you are unable to find employment in the next one year or two? How much money will you have in your savings account to help you not drag through life for those months of setback? The fact is that having an employment will help you to survive through life, but you will fail short of experiencing big financial breakthrough, and be a person of greater significance to the community or society in a very powerful and positive way, unless you are stealing from such organizations. You cannot be employed by the government or in a certain organization and become a multimillionaire or a billionaire, unless you are a thief. To be a multimillionaire, you have to own a business or businesses thereby creating multiple streams of income.

			Multi-Task

			Creating multiple streams of income means that you must be willing to multitask. You cannot do just one thing. You must multitask in order to have a floodgate of financial stream and float. The era of internet technology has made it easier for anybody who has a personal computer (PC), and can access the internet and is willing to creatively think, to legitimately create multiple streams of income online and pay taxes. How will you feel to make money while you sleep? This is very possible.

			“I have reaped a harvest of increase and eat the fruit of the land by creating multiple streams of income.”

			People must not know everything that you do or all of your streams of income to reduce jealousy. I multitask in small businesses and also, through our online businesses. It feels so good to wake up in the morning and log onto your online account and see how much money that you made while you slept. It can happen to you too. This is why Aliko Dangote, a multi-billionaire in the continent of Africa is doing many exploits with several brands of goods and commodities his organizations manufactures and sale despite his connections to the political leaders and his monopolistic business strategies that has raised serious concerns for many of his competitors. This business magnate does not focus on one thing. Dangote had stated that he had an early interest in business while in primary school and started to buy cartons of sweets (candies) and sale them to make money. In 1977, he founded the Dangote Group, originally as a small trading firm. Today, this Nigerian self-made business magnate, Who is now the world’s 23rd richest person and has an estimated net worth of $25 billion USD as of 2014. Based in Nigeria, he believes strongly that you can make big money in your own country and in your own continent. Dangote is the owner of the Dangote Group, which has interests in commodities with operations in Nigeria and several other countries in Africa, including Benin, Cameroon, Togo, Ghana, South Africa and Zambia.

			Dangote is ranked by Forbes Magazine as the 23rd richest person in the world and the richest man in the continent of Africa. How did he do all of these? He is well known to innovatively create multiple streams of income and is a master Multi-Tasker. He is a workaholic. He specializes in seeing opportunities that others don’t and taking advantages of such opportunities. Today, Dangote’s businesses include food processing, cement manufacturing, and freight. The Dangote Group dominates the sugar market in Nigeria. Dangote Group is the major sugar supplier to the country’s soft drink companies, breweries, and confectioners. Dangote Group has moved from being a small trading company in 1977, to Nigeria’s largest industrial group including: Dangote Sugar Refinery, Dangote Cement, and Dangote Flour amongst others. While ordinary people waste their evenings, an extraordinary person who wants to sustain their successes invests their evenings. As a success, I can authoritatively state that it is impossible to create wealth with an attitude of lazy thinking and laziness. Dangote is presently planning to build Nigeria’s first privately owned refinery company that is estimated to cost him $8 billion. He hopes to achieve this feat by 2016. Ralph Waldo Emerson once said that: “wise men put their trust in ideas and not in circumstances.”

			The path Dangote has taken is the one that every wealthy family has successfully undertaken to pass wealth to their next generations. By May 2013, while speaking at the World Economic Forum in Cape Town, South Africa, Dangote revealed that he has secured loans amounting to $4.25 billion from a consortium of banks to enable him achieve his dream of building the oil refinery in Nigeria. This refinery according to the Master Multi-Tasker is geared to up lift Nigeria and reduce its dependence on oil imports.

			Have Connections and Pray for a Major Breakthrough

			In an interview, Aliko Dangote who is respected for his strong network of business and political connections said: You can build your connections and strengthen your network in the business world by increasing your corporate social responsibility, signing joint ventures and partnership deals, forming strategic alliances, attending business events and parties, making political donations and paying courtesy visits to those at the helm of affairs.

			“To succeed stupendously in the world of business, you must pray for a big breakthrough.”

			Big breaks are very vital to entrepreneurial survival. In fact, I can hardly point to any successful entrepreneur that wasn’t thrust upwards by a big breakthrough. Bill Gates had his big break when he negotiated and signed a deal with IBM. Aliko Dangote had his big break when he secured a license to import cement. Oprah Winfrey had hers when she started Harpo Studios Productions and acquired the full rights to her shows; “The Oprah Winfrey Show.” Li Ka Shing had his during a riot period and he began buying properties at rock bottom prices. Larry Ellison had his when he secured a deal to build database software for the CIA. The list goes on and on.

			You Can Go to Places When You Build 
a Brand and Don’t Destroy It

			Today, Aliko Dangote has gone to places because he learnt to build brands and network of connectivity in the continent of Africa. Through my exploits and connectivity while creatively working with HHES, I was opportune to go to places like Benin Republic, Lome—Togo, and Burkina Faso. HHES connectivity also afforded me the first opportunity I ever had to travel to Europe—Norway to be precise, where I worked for HHES as a representative. Through my work as a HHES representative and my small business while in Nigeria, I became a small Nigerian millionaire before I left Nigeria. Instead of buying flashy cars, living in expensive apartments, my wife and I decided to invest our hard earned money into self-development and other opportunities that will land us into greater success. Today, Best American Healthcare University, a tertiary institution that my wife and I founded plus other small businesses are becoming a household name in Southern California. Our institution has served the needs of thousands and we are continuing to build a brand name for excellence and cost effectiveness in healthcare education as this growing institution is serving the career or training needs of the adult populations both on the traditional platform and in the online platform.

			Serve and Give Back to Your Community

			While I lived in Nigeria, after graduation, I took a faculty job at Babcock University Pre-degree program where I taught freshman courses in Religion. I also assisted the office of the head of Department of Religious Studies as a graduate assistant and taught causes such as God in Modern Society etc. My wife, to avoid conflict of interest which prohibited Babcock Workers from working in Babcock and owning other businesses took a nursing job at Dideolu Specialist Hospital—owned by the family of the late wealthy Nigerian Federalist politician, Obafemi Awolowo in Ikenne, Ogun State. This way, we were able to avoid any conflict of interest that would have arisen had I continued to work in Babcock University system, for we maintained our small businesses as additional streams of income, while we served and give back to our community. Other ways that my wife and I have continued to give back to our community in the U.S. is through offering scholarships to the needy and the less privileged. Apart from these, we have given a countless number of people helps that God has positioned us to give in one way or the other. We also serve actively in ministry, equipping and mentoring people to rise and reach their fullest abilities.

			Don’t Burn Your Bridges

			During, my days at Babcock University, my cousin—Elder Gideon Ubani-Ebere and the wife, who we fondly call Aunty Lizy or Mummy tremendously helped me to succeed. I owe so much in life to De Gideon and his wife. They have given me much love and support in life than most people. De Gideon’s empowerment and financial support helped me to successfully not quit when WAEC seized my Christian Religious Knowledge (CRK) result which became an obstacle to my academic journey.

			As a science student during my high school days, I did not sit for CRK during WAEC examination, because it wasn’t an entry requirement for people going to study Medicine in any Nigerian University. When I changed my mind and decided later on to study Theology, I needed to sit for CRK. When I sat for CRK, the subject was seized and not released out of every other subject that I sat for. Apart from these, De Gideon and my father will years later work steadily behind the scene when I returned to Nigeria from Norway together with the late Elder Uzoma Franklin Azuogu who also was my father’s friend to significantly help me with my dreams of immigrating to the USA. It was through the domiciliary account of De Uzoma Azuogu that I wired my first quarter school fees to La Sierra University in Riverside California, which I have saved through my hard work and labor.

			Don’t Forget People Who Help You Stand Up in Life

			How can I forget the encouragement of Professor Chimezie Omeonu, the then Deputy Vice Chancellor for Administration of Babcock University and now the vice chancellor of Clifford University and his wife, Aunty Precious Omeonu who were supportive from the first day I arrived at Babcock? Professor Omeonu and I worked for years. While I was a student and a HHES representative, Professor Omeonu was the Patron of HHES Student Organization on the campus of Babcock University of which I was the President for two years. I also sold most of the books he authored while I worked for HHES as a student, more especially the Devotional authored—A Life to Live.

			Apart from these people, I owe more than a depth of gratitude to Professor James Makinde, my boss and mentor at Babcock, who was then the Deputy Vice Chancellor Academics at Babcock University. He was a significant person of influence—a key player in inspiring and supporting my dream of coming to the United States with my young family. He worked tireless in a number of ways to support my dreams. This was how I immigrated to the United States of America.

			Industrious People Must Know What They Want Out of Life

			There is something about working and accomplishing a task. It makes someone feel needed and worthy of what he or she eats, drinks and the things he enjoys and accomplishes in life. When a person for instance, eats and drinks without working for it, s/he may simply feel happy for having things at hand but will not have that joy and fulfillment others feel about what they enjoy after working hard for it. This is called accomplishment! God says to the indolent in (Proverbs 6:6 NIV), “Go to the ant, you sluggard [i.e. learn industriousness] consider its ways and be wise!” Ants always move around. They have a strong and sometime, formidable and intimidating network that is well coordinated, and they work in teams too. Ants know how to automate their minds to work for success. They are always busy and they are perhaps the most joyous animals on earth because even in times of trials, they are always able to find something to eat.

			Ants are Original, You Can Be Too

			Ants are able to survive the coldest winters and the stormy weathers because they are very determined and industrious too which is why they always have food in store. The reason why industriousness becomes a principle or strategy for living your best life is because in the world, people will always have needs. People without motivation and perseverance can never be industrious. This is one of the very reasons why automating our minds for success is encouraged for a person to have positive thoughts in order to mobilize one’s self even in times of adversity. Things may start small with dreaming and planning and when the dreams and plans are strongly founded in the mind, it must continue to yield positive results with actions and growth over time. This is why I believe in the power of imagination. In order to be determined to succeed and become industrious, there is the need for that inner power and strength to bring out that which has been imagined.

			Industrious People are Ambitiously Imaginary

			Imagination impel people to act upon the plans they scheme because even though a person makes thinking positively his way of life, if he is not able to creatively make the things he has thought about or imagined to come to pass, the thinking stands alone on a sinking sand and becomes useless.

			“Positive thoughts bring about great business and life saving ideas that enables a person to creatively acquire wealth.”

			There is power in your ideas. It works like dynamite. It can explode you into greater success. It is either a positive or negative thought that propels a man or woman to make his or her desires a reality. There is a good reason why the Christian Scriptures in (Proverbs 6:10 NIV) warns about laziness. A little slumber and a little folding of the hands to rest encourage indolence and poverty will come on you like a thief and scarcity like an armed man. Laziness or idleness is like identical-conjoined twins for evils. Being in want all the time makes people unhappy and unable to appreciate the good side of life because being well-provided makes life fun-filled and joyful. People who are idle or lazy can be easily recruited with a peanut to do evil because they have nothing seriously occupying their hands and minds.

			You Are Good Enough

			In my journey for success, I have witnessed many poor people who work with all their strength and are contented with what they have. Whenever I see such hardworking people, I always cherish their hard work and also encourage them to keep moving forward. I remind them that I use to be where they are and empower them to know that they can do better because there are so many opportunities to grab around and walk away from poverty. Some of these poor people are even proud about their little achievements because there is something grand in creatively making something happen by you. The poor man or woman may not have everything he wants but he is able to provide everything he needs and will not be in misery. On the contrary, there are also some rich people that I know who have everything a poor man do not have and yet, they are unhappy, unfulfilled without peace of mind and find it difficult to live their best life now. Don’t believe the lie that you are a miserable person. You are good enough. You can make good things happen to you and others.

			Sharpen Your Skills, You Will Need Them

			For most rich people, something is lacking in their life. They are not satisfied with their life after all the money that are readily available within their reach because they have been born with the silver spoon and are not trained to enjoy the honor of hard work and accomplishing some task by themselves. Many children of the wealthy who got wealth transferred to them by their previous generations lack skills. This is why we need to broaden our understanding of poverty, doing well in life, and living our best life now. Poverty is not all about money. There are so many people who are rich or have been born to rich or wealthy families, but who are poor both in the mind and in their actions.

			“When people are poor in their mind, nothing much including wealth and riches will bring about change and satisfaction in their lives.”

			They are the “Never Satisfied and Never Enough” groups that are never happy in life. Chances are that such people will be unable to manage their inheritance or asset with reasonable lifestyle, which God has positioned them even when these assets has been transferred to them due to reckless living. An individual without meaningful skills could be a disaster to society.

			You Can Avoid Failure, But You’ve 
Got Some Work to Do

			Our failure starts the day we stopped being ambitiously imaginary. What happens if there is a misfortune and you lose all your wealth? This is the major reason why majority of lottery winners go broke in a short time. The true story of Michael Carroll, who won a £9.7m National Lottery jackpot in UK in 2002, is a good example of this group of people. After winning the lottery Michael appeared in court more than 30 times and was jailed for drug related offences. In 2008, he admitted that ‘just’ £500,000 of his windfall remained. How did a man who was at his peak when he won Britain’s £9.7 million ($15 million) jackpot in 2002, ran out of the funds just a few years after he won the lottery? The answer could be traced to the spirit of poverty that infect and inflicts people with small minds, poor judgment, and a lack of ambition and discipline. Michael Carroll lacked the imagination to see beyond his immediate or automatic wealth. Remember what I said before that those who are under the influence of the spirit of poverty are more concerned about immediate reward or compensation, not what is next. He did not plan well what was next. He had a penchant for a life in the fast lane—cocaine, parties, hookers and cars—all of sorts which will later put him back at square one in five years.

			Have an Attitude of Excellence

			Numerous rich people who are docile or who have the spirit of poverty in their imaginations and who depend only on the availability of their immediate assets, cash, and funds may quickly recline into unnecessary excesses and may not attain the satisfaction the industrious poor man enjoys. This is one of the major reasons why there have been cases of many rich or wealthy people who have shortened their lives with suicide or drug abuse, because they lacked the imaginary power to plan their lives properly and the discipline to strategize well. Why do we have so many poor people including the children of the rich who live recklessly—doing drugs, engaging in all kinds of sex, crime, partying, gambling, unable to complete their formal education or learn a trade, running away from their families etc.? If you don’t develop an attitude for excellence, you will be unstable and life victories will elude you.

			You Cannot Succeed With Laziness

			Some people, in their quest to find satisfaction may resort to things they think would make them happy such as drugs, liquor, wines, wild parties and sex and gambling etc. Jesus parable of the prodigal son in Luke chapter 15:11-32 illustrate this better. This is a commonly observed fact that bad choices and in many cases, sinful acts and crimes often result from wants and wants that are born from laziness or from people who never worked for what they are enjoying; and others who are not ambitiously imaginary. There have been many instances of wealthy people who after they died, the law suits and prolonged court cases messed the families and organizations they built overtime because of the ways they lived their lives. Therefore, it could be said that persons who keeps themselves busy by making the best out of every little opportunity are productive persons who are able to be contented about life, and enjoy their everyday life achievements with great hope and optimism that the future is brighter, even with their little beginnings.

			Opportunities Abound, You Can Handle Them

			If you cannot be trusted to handle little opportunities, how competent can you handle bigger opportunities? This is why Jesus, while illustrating the story of a merchant—the Chief Executive Officer of a cooperation who upon going for a vacation, entrusted his money to three of the closest aides who worked on his team. The Christian Scriptures according to Matthew 25:14-30 noted that the CEO gave the first business subordinate five money bags for investment. The first business aide invested using that five money bag and reaped an increase—a huge profit of 50%. The second business aide was given two money bags that equally doubled the money after he has invested with it. But the third business aide had serious issues with the owner of the cooperation. The problem in actuality was unconnected with the Chief Executive Officer, but with the business aide whose poor mindset was possessed by the spirit of poverty. Remember that the spirit of poverty makes people unable to see opportunities and take advantage of them. The spirit of poverty makes people not to be industrious, and even when they purport to be, they follow short cuts to success.

			Humility is a Key to Your Breakthrough

			In Matthew 25:25-28, Jesus parable makes it clear that the problem of the CEO wasn’t just the business aide’s failure to invest the money, but the arrogance, misjudgments and false conclusion the business aide drew about the CEO’s motive or intent for asking him to invest the money. Many people who are not industrious and who lack the imaginary power of ambitions always make excuses for their failure. They never accept responsibility for their actions. They are on the defense always.

			Be Open Minded, Don’t Be Straight-Jacketed

			Because of their defensive avoidance, they destroy trust, betray others, and are unable to sustain relationships. Matthew 25:24 accounts the false judgments, misinterpretations and false conclusions the third business aide drew about the CEO who wanted to lift him up and keep him standing according to the ability of the aide: Verse 24-25 announced that the following: “Then the servant with the one money bag came and said, Master, I knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gathering crops you did not cultivate. I was afraid I would lose your money, so I dig a hole and hid your money in the ground. Look, here is your money back. ” “In verse 26-30, Jesus parable stated the CEO’s response: “You wicked and lazy servant! If you knew I harvested crops I didn’t plant and gathered crops I didn’t cultivate, why didn’t you deposit my money in the bank? At least I could have gotten some interest on it. Then he ordered, take the money from this servant, and give it to the man who was given five money bags and he doubled it to have ten money bags. To those who will use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have abundance. But from those who do nothing (lazy people deny themselves the privileges of sharing in the enormous resources and opportunities that lurk around them due to the state of their unemployed mind) even what little resources they have will be taken away from them. Now throw this useless servant into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

			Don’t Be Jealous of Other Peoples’ Success

			If you are not ambitiously imaginary, you will continue to lack the capacity to be successful and do better than you are doing right now. Apart from the third aide’s unwillingness to cooperate and invest, he had other issues that caused his failure. The third business aide was jealous of the other two aides who received more money bags than he did. But the reality on ground is that the CEO proportionately gave each of the three aides the money bags according to their abilities (Matthew 25:15).

			Kill the Spirit of Poverty Within

			Pastor Mark Pfeifer has said that: the spirit of poverty will affect the way that you see other people. Once you are being controlled by this spirit, what follows is that it will make you jealous of what other people possess. This is why we need to learn to rejoice when other people are blessed and thank God for their increase.

			“Until you learn to rejoice in other people’s blessings, you will never experience true prosperity or success.”

			You will never be ready to, or trustworthy to receive God’s best blessings. The spirit of poverty will make you feel threatened and insecure. It makes you suspicious of people who walk in a greater financial blessing than you do. The negative spirit can influence your mind and cause you to be distrustful of the very same people from whom you need to be learning from. Pastor Pfeifer said: A person suffering from a spirit of poverty will see someone who has what he or she wants and will make a comment like, “who do they think they are? They just think they’re better than everyone else.” Apprehension and misgiving fill their mind with critical thoughts and they become appalled by these blessed people. The reason is that the spirit of poverty has screwed such peoples mind and makes them feel lesser than those people all their life and when they see someone who has been successful and prosperous, they are particularly sensitive and insecure to their own perceived inferiority. They instantly assume the worst about the other individual and create an escape from having to admit their own failure and learning the other person’s secrets of success by saying, “Oh, she thinks she’s so hot (beautiful) with her new car and nice cloths. Praise God, I don’t need all of that to be happy.”

			Stand for Greatness and Creativity

			The implication is that a person who is under the spirit of poverty will find it very difficult to be teachable. Instead of learning from their superiors or those people who have become successful, they criticize them and many times blackmail them. Pastor Pfeifer noted that the spirit of poverty keeps people away from the very thing that they need in order to be blessed and advance the kingdom of God. He said: “The spirit of poverty gets involved and jealousy is aroused against those people who get promoted because it makes others feel inferior and insecure. So instead of helping promote those key people who can climb to new heights and help us achieve the same, we (become stone throwers and bottle hurlers) take aim with our stones of criticism and bottles of rebellion because we want to put them (down) in their place.” If you want to beat the reach, you must be willing to stand for greatness and creativity.

			To stand for these values means that you are not easily distracted. In my journey for success, I have encountered many distractions that could have swayed my focus. However, a person with imaginary power, a man on a mission who has learnt to know exactly what he wants out of life always has a goal-keeper. That goal-keeper is called focus. When you are focused, you will stand for greatness, because a focused person is an achiever and an overcomer. He or she is always a winner.

			“Your Goal Keeper to avoid distraction and life penalties and casualties is focus.”

			When you learn to stand for greatness, you are not easily broken because creative people can hardly be stranded. This why the wisest man who lived queried in (Proverbs 22:29 NIV) where he said: Do you see a man [focused] skilled in [i.e. competent] in their works? He said: Such people will serve before kings; they will not serve before officials of low rank.

			



	

STRATEGY NUMBER 8 

BE DISCIPLINED & CONSISTENT

			“Success is neither magical nor mysterious. Success is the natural consequence of consistently applying basic fundamentals.”

			—Jim Rohn

			“Perfection of effort is not required, by the way. It is the consistency of attempting to work these tools that brings the progress. It’s like anything else. If I want to tone muscle, lifting a ten-pound weight a few times every day will move me toward my goal much quicker than hoisting a fifty-pound barbell once a week. Yes, it really is true: “Slow and steady wins the race.” Just try a little, every day. You’ll see.”

			—Holly Mosier

			YOUR SUCCESS DEPENDS ON DISCIPLE, NOT MAGIC

			In order for a person to live well and pursue their best life now, being disciplined is second to none because your success will not happen by magic. This is why John C. Maxwell once said that: “Small disciplines repeated with consistency every day lead to great achievements gained slowly over time.” Kent Hughes, an author, and Senior Pastor Emeritus of College Church in Wheaton, Illinois, USA emphasizes on being a disciplined person in order to succeed. He however differentiates a spiritually disciplined person and a legalist. Pastor Hughes noted that a legalist “will do things to gain merit with God” but a spiritually disciplined person “do things because he loves God and wants to please Him”. This is the reason why you should be spiritually disciplined, acting on the principles of God and not of man. As it is said, “bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to some” (1 Timothy 4:8). First, this verse defines further the work or industriousness that was discussed earlier. Working should not just be about being busy because indeed, there are many busy people who work a lot and become dissatisfied about what they are doing. Such performance results to burn out, with the person thinking that he is over-worked but underpaid or even unrecognized. However, when a person works as a spiritually disciplined person, things will be put in check not only in gaining spiritual rewards in heaven but also in gaining material blessings needed to live a prosperous and decent life here in the world.

			Decide to Discipline Yourself

			This spiritual discipline is what Dag Heward-Mills described as ‘controlling one’s carnal instincts’. Paul is one great example in godly discipline. In the Christian Scriptures in 1 Corinthians 9:27, apostle Paul said: “I discipline my body and bring it into subjection”. Every man or woman has their desires. All of us are created with all kinds of hormones and we develop all kinds of tastes and appetites. Sometimes there are things that the body wants to have but the mind knows better that it isn’t the right thing to do, therefore our ability to discipline ourselves is what is needed at such times to be able to manage internal bodily (flesh) conflicts. Mighty men and women have fallen to nothing today because they failed to discipline themselves and be a person of significance by controlling their environment. When former CIA head, David Howell Petraeus, a highly decorated and respected American retired military officer and public official failed to discipline himself by engaging in extramarital affair, it caused him his top job and respect. Dominique Strauss-Kahn, the former head of the International Monetary Fund was disgraced out of office as he resigned after his arrest for sexual assault in New York. Those who have automated their mind to work for success and have trained their mind to work for them, not them working for their mind will be the only group to overcome at such moments of weakness. Discipline requires sacrifice. If you want to be a person of great significance, you must vigorously learn to discipline the carnal man/woman inside of you. We all have them.

			Vigilance is Key

			You cannot be a disciplined individual if you are not vigilant. For many people, becoming obese is not just a matter of genetics, it begun with one bite of junk food one after another. For a number of people, onset obesity may begin as a result of not taking deliberate actions; lack of determination and discipline with food or diet and avoiding to make the sacrifice of time, and the necessary risk of exercise because of procrastination. Today, as Americans, our adult populations are expanding by the year, along with our children populations which skyrocket our health care and costs. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates that one in three American adults is overweight. Another third are obese. When combined, 68.8% of the United States adult populations are either obese or overweight. Sadly enough, obesity is a contributing factor in five out of the top ten contributing factors of healthcare cost and health issues in America: heart disease, cancer, stroke, diabetes, and kidney diseases as well. The Children are also significantly affected. The CDC estimates that one in three children born in the year 2000 in America will develop diabetes sometime in their life due obesity.

			Defeat the Temptations

			When the body craves for junk food, knowing that it is not good for one’s health, a disciplined person will choose not to satisfy the body’s cravings. The same is true with other things such as thoughts and work. A Part of being disciplined means that we will have the ability to defeat temptation.

			“A person who cannot defeat temptations will hardly live their best life now.”

			A disciplined person must learn to take responsibility and defeat temptations. Temptations are part of life. We cannot outrun them. How we handle temptation however will determine our ability to succeed and experience prosperity both in spiritual matters, economic and social gain and even in our health conditions.

			As earlier discussed, part of living in victory means our ability to decide on the things we want, and on what we want to think about and do. This is called self-discipline and this is where leadership comes into our daily routine if we must live our best life now. We can conquer temptations through the power of God’s love within us, if we stay motivated by the love of Christ. “For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again” (2 Corinthians 5:14, 15 NIV).

			“But you, dear friends, must build each other up on your most holy faith, pray in the power of the Holy Spirit, and wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ who will bring you eternal life. In this way you keep yourselves safe in God’s love” (Jude 20, 21NLT). It is when we learn to be motivated by faith in the love of the risen Christ that “the Lord lead your hearts into a full understanding and expression of the love of God and the patient endurance that comes from Christ (2 Thessalonians 3:1 NLT). We will receive daily and renewed strength to “Walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and gave Himself up for us, as a fragrant offering and a sacrifice to God” (Ephesians 5:2 NIV). This is how love truly wins.

			You Can Overcome

			You cannot overcome unless you are disciplined. By this we know that we are the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:2-5NKJV). By overcoming “We become more than conquerors and experience overwhelming victory through Him who loved us” (Romans 8:37 NLT). By overcoming we become part of Jesus and remain strong in him. It is only those who overcome earthly distractions that will be honored to share in the kingdom of God.

			Great Blessings Await Those Who Overcomes

			The power of God’s word throughout the Christian Scriptures re-emphasis the importance of self-discipline and promised that there are multiple blessings that await those who will rely on the audacity of God’s grace to discipline themselves and overcome earthly temptations. It states: “To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne (Revelations 3:21 NIV). Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God (Revelation 2:7 NIV), because “whoever overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death” (Revelation 2:11 NLT). “To everyone who is victorious I will give some of the manna that has been hidden away in heaven. And I will give to each one a white stone, and on the stone will be engraved a new name that no one understands except the one who receives it (Revelation 2:17 NLT).

			“And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the (every evil nation that perpetuate injustice and oppression) nations—He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’—as I also have received from My Father; and I will give him the morning star” (Revelation 2:26-28 NIV).

			“He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his or her name from the Book of Life; but I will confess their names before My Father and before His angels” (Revelation 3:5NIV). “All who are victorious will become pillars in the Temple of my God, and they will never have to leave it. And I will write on them the name of my God, and they will be citizens in the city of my God—the New Jerusalem that comes down from heaven from my God. And I will also write on them my new name” (Revelation 3:12 NLT). “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with me on my throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne” (Revelation 3:21 NLT). “All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my children” (Revelation 21:7 NLT). It is by overcoming that “We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us” (Romans 8:37).

			Victory Can Be Yours

			When we discipline ourselves, God gives us the victory he promised us because He loves us. By being strong in the grace of the Lord, in the power of His might, we can overcome the wicked one. This is how God’s grace comes to us through the sacrifice of His Son, that our sins might be forgiven. But we must stay motivated by the love of Christ. We conquer through the power of the love of God within us. Although we suffer persecution and tribulation, nothing can separate us from the love of God, for greater blessings are promised to those who overcome. When we do overcome, “the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit will constantly be with all of us” (2 Corinthians 13:14 NLT). This will be facilitated by the daily renewal of our union with Jesus. For the power of God’s word states that at this time: there is now therefore, no condemnation for those who are in (i.e. those who belong to) Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1).

			Decide to Be God’s Child

			Leadership speakers and writers often associate decision-making with discipline because it takes a lot of effort to complete a task. Moreover, there are always obstacles in achieving goals which could sway a person to change his or her decisions. However, when individuals are firm in what they have planned and discipline themselves, whatever trials there may be; the purposes can be achieved through perseverance and determination. Nevertheless, it must not be forgotten that godly discipline is a need if one want to live well.

			In Charles Colson’s book: “The Good Life” he mentions various life stories, great and small. There are lives that have been exceptional while others are simply “grievous.” In these life examples, those who lived their lives well are known to be God-fearing. In contrast, those who had pathetic lives and ended their lives quite appallingly are thinkers and doers whose systems of philosophies were based on the sinking sands or foundations such as those of mere humanism, atheism or existentialism. This only shows that discipline based on the principles and the power of God’s promised word, the God of Abrahamic covenant, Isaac, Jacob and the God of whose philosophies and principles—people like the late Martin Luther King Jr. embraced can achieve greater goals and dreams and lead others towards a life worth living—an egalitarian life of peace and farness, justice and the general good of all of us, no matter our backgrounds, color, ethnic heritage and tribes, or our ancestral heritage and language.

			It is not just about thinking and doing that matters but it is most important for us to base our thoughts and actions on the Word of God who established the clear and right paths for one not only to survive but flourish in a world with competing interest and demands. If legalistic discipline is difficult, it is expected that spiritual discipline is even more so because it involves boundaries which may not be acceptable to the natural human nature. In (Romans 8:7), the power of God word states that: That is why the mind that focuses on human nature (sin, fleshy lust, and selfishness) is hostile toward God. It refuses to submit to the authority of God’s Law because it is powerless to do so. However, when spiritual discipline is acquired, it can result to more productive thoughts, better lifestyle choices, and activities that will eventually be of significance and influence in the present world and the world to come.

			Be a Focused Visionary

			There is a story about a group of little frogs who competed to reach the top of a high tower. A great crowd gathered to witness the competition and as they proceeded, the spectators saw that the contenders’ feat was simply impossible. Therefore, they shouted at them to give up because the competition was difficult. The competitors continued to climb the tower but eventually, one by one, they each gave up. However, one of the frogs kept climbing despite the shouts of the crowd for him to quit the race. To the amazement of the other frogs and the spectators, the remaining contestant was able to reach the top of the tower. When they later asked the frog how he was able to continue with the competition even though everyone was shouting at him that he cannot make it, they discovered that the frog was deaf. This story pictures how an earnest visionary should be. First, he gets positive thoughts and works hard on them. Of course, it should not be forgotten that such thoughts and actions should be founded on biblical principles.

			“Losers of life fortunes are those who quit when life goings get tough.”

			Don’t let that be you. Be a focused visionary.

			Be Deaf to Negativity

			If you want to accomplish your dreams, you must be very decided that you are going to achieve your goals no matter how difficult the process may be. Along the way, people may discourage the visionary instead of encouraging them. However, an earnest visionary should become like the little frog that was determined to reach the top of the tower; deaf to the cries of the negativity from the crowd and those of the other frogs that couldn’t possibly make it to the top. Many a times, life is inevitable with meeting people who are just there to make things even worse by becoming agents of discouragements and burden to your joy and progress. Be deaf to them! Nevertheless, instead of listening and agreeing with them, being a focused visionary qualifies you to be deaf to negative people, negative thoughts, and negative circumstances and environment. Instead, a focused visionary is the person who incline their ears to the originator of good thoughts and great ideas—God. Sometimes, there are also God-given people who will not only believe in the seemingly impossible plans of a person but will also support one’s actions and make things a lot easier. These are the cycle of influence that should surround a focused visionary. For people who are blessed with supporting friends and family, things will truly be easier. However, being a focused visionary means that individuals should still be dependent on God, acknowledging that the people they are surrounded with have been deliberately provided by the choreographer of life success and sustainer—God. The story of Joshua and Caleb in Numbers chapters 13 and 14 portrays the importance of being a focused visionary and being deaf to negativity. From this story, we can see that those who disbelief themselves always get defeated. They cannot eat the fruit of the land. They are easily distracted and discouraged. But a focused visionary who is deaf to negativity is courageous. This courage enables them to rise to the top.

			God is Able

			On the other hand, if it seem that you lack the supporter you need, do not despair. God will never run out of resources and the good things of life to take care of you. In the Christian Scriptures, the story of Moses portrays the Hebrew leader lacking in self-confidence that is needed to meet with and confront Pharaoh. God gave him Aaron to become his right hand. God believed that Moses could do the job alone through His hands but Moses’ doubted about his own personal abilities and that limited what he was able to do. As a result, he shared his glory and fame with his brother (Exodus 1-15). On the other hand, the story of Job shows how God thinks about His people and makes a way of escape behind the earthly scenes. In chapters 1 and 2 on the book of Job, our greatest enemy—Satan presented himself to God together with the sons of God.

			We are told how the enemy reveals that he has been considering Job’s faithfulness to God that Job was only able to worship and serve God faithfully because there is a hedge placed around him by God. He then challenges God to remove all his earthly wealth, Job’s multiple streams of income and everything that makes Job’s life easy and watch how Job will reject him. This is the only time in the whole of the Christian Scripture where God conceded to the enemy not because he wanted Job to suffer, but because God believed that the godly man’s worship is not based from what he has, but something borne out of love and a special relationship with God. This shows God’s confidence in Job. Can God have this type of confidence in you? Can God count on you? Can God say to the enemy on your behalf like that of Job—oh go ahead. He/she will not compromise?

			Go for Godly Principles

			Godly principles are sound principles. As mentioned earlier, the world portrays different kinds of belief systems and philosophies. Some of them are clearly twisted while others seem good. However, not all philosophies that appear to be wonderful are really what they seem to be. There are certain groups who claim to be Christians but a closer look at how they live their daily lives, their values, what they stand for, and what they do shows that they are only religious people—not spiritual people. Rick Warren acknowledges these drives and agrees that some are driven by material things. In this case, the motivation is based on worldly principles. Acquiring wealth is not bad. What is dangerous however is the means to which one acquires wealth and how many lives destroyed in the pursuit of prosperity thereof. When short cut, blackmail, fraud and deception, corruption and destruction of other people’s lives, progress and reputation becomes the focus of one’s lifestyle in order to attain prosperity and success, it can turn to disagreeable circumstances which could bring miseries instead.

			“Those who have known Jesus and experienced his grace should not make the worldly standards their end or as a means for achieving success.”

			



	

STRATEGY NUMBER 9 

INVEST IN YOURSELF: IT TAKES 
COURAGE TO SUCCEED

			“If you can’t fly then run. If you can’t run then walk. If you can’t walk, then crawl. But whatever you do, you have to keep moving forward”

			—Martin Luther King Jr.

			COURAGE IS NOT THE ABSENCE OF OBSTACLES & FEAR

			There is nothing that works better than self-empowerment for anyone wanting to break through barriers and develop themselves into an unstoppable force for success. Courage is the bedrock to that self-empowerment which hands you over, the keys of motivation to become whatever you want to become. Deep within each of us, we want to do well in all fronts in life. Beginning at birth, every human is inclined to survive, to excel, and to not gnash in despair, failure, or pain. But it takes courage to survive life. It takes courage to try something new; to do the uncommon, and to challenge the status quo that keeps people in the suburbs of life. One of our greatest fears is being ostracized, and rejected by “the group” whose ideals we have embraced because it has become convenient and the norm too.

			Kill the Fear

			It could be a group of friends we have forged over the years, family, work colleagues, political affiliates, and even church acquaintances. There are other fears also. The fear of being made to look foolish, the fear of losing our fame and popularity; the fear of being talked about and misunderstood, the fear of losing our cherished groups and circles, and the ultimate fear, that trying the extraordinary or something new will cause us our comfort. Rather than rugged individualists, we are more like Gulliver of old, tied down and immobilized by tiny strands of fear, real or imagined. The outcome is predictably tragic: loss of courage to do the uncommon. Life is surrounded with common things. Getting up to eat some junk food, going to work, attending a class, going over to the bar with friends, avoiding to use the gym or getting some exercise to maximize our health opportunities, smoking the weed; using a restroom, playing some of our favorite sports, spending almost our day in front of the screen and retiring for the day. But have you looked at life from the perspective of leadership?

			“A courageous person is that person whose leadership drive is to invest in him or her and invent new ideas that help solves a social or economic problem.”

			When carefully executed, such leaders create floodgates of wealth and opportunities, which impart social change for the unborn generations. These are the leaderships that our world is yearning for; it we each become a force for positive social change in the face of stupendous evils, and provide a leadership that will banish you from poverty.

			Be Inspired

			The story of Thomas Edison, one of the most outstanding American inventors mirrors a life marred with the realities of life difficulties, but a demonstration that, with a great spirit to be courageous in the face of difficulty and unpleasant circumstances, nothing becomes impossible with those who will not give up when the going gets tough. Born on February 11, 1847, in Milan, Ohio, Thomas Edison is the quintessential American inventor with a story that inspires. Before he died, he gave us the phonograph, the transmitter for the telephone speaker, an improved light bulb, and key elements of motion-picture apparatus, as well as other bright inventions. He also created the world’s first industrial research laboratory before he died on October 18, 1931, in West Orange, New Jersey. Thomas Alva Edison was the last of the seven children born to Samuel and Nancy Edison. Thomas’s father was an exiled political activist from Canada. His mother, an accomplished school teacher, was a major influence in Thomas’ early life. An early bout with scarlet fever left Thomas with hearing difficulties in both ears, a malady that would eventually leave him nearly deaf as an adult. In 1854, the family moved to Port Huron, Michigan, where Edison attended public school for a total of 12 weeks. A hyperactive child, prone to distraction, Thomas was deemed “difficult” by his teacher. His mother quickly pulled him from school and taught him at home. At age 11, he showed a voracious appetite for knowledge, reading books on a wide range of subjects.

			In this wide-open curriculum, Thomas Edison developed a process for self-education and learning independently that would serve him throughout his life. At age 12, Edison set out to put much of what he has learned through his education to work. He convinced his parents to let him sell newspapers to passengers along the Grand Trunk Railroad line. Exploiting his access to the news bulletins teletyped to the station office each day, Thomas began publishing his own small newspaper, called the Grand Trunk Herald. The up-to-date articles were a hit with passengers. This was the first of what would become a long string of entrepreneurial ventures where he saw a need, capitalized on opportunities, and solved certain social problems which also rewarded him handsomely with wealth.

			You Can Do It

			By having access to the railroad, Edison took advantage of the opportunity and conducted chemical experiments in a small laboratory he set up in a train baggage car. During one of his experiments, a chemical fire started and the car caught fire. The conductor rushed in and struck Thomas on the side of the head. He was kicked off the train and forced to sell his newspapers at various stations along the route. The story has it that while Edison worked by the railroad, a near-tragic event turned fortuitous for the young man. After Edison saved a three-year-old from being run over by an errant train, the child’s grateful father rewarded him by teaching him to operate a telegraph. By age 15, he had learned enough to be employed as a telegraph operator. For the next five years, Edison traveled throughout the Midwest as an itinerant telegrapher, subbing for those who had gone to the Civil War. In his spare time, he read widely, studied and experimented with telegraph technology, and became familiar with electrical science. In 1869, Edison moved to New York City and developed his first invention, an improved stock ticker, the Universal Stock Printer, which synchronized several stock tickers’ transactions. The Gold and Stock Telegraph Company was so impressed with his invention that they paid him $40,000 for the rights. Edison was only 22 years old at the time. With this success, he quit his work as a telegrapher to devote himself full-time to inventing.

			Discover What’s Holding You Back

			In 1870, Thomas Edison set up his first small laboratory and manufacturing facility in Newark, New Jersey, and employed several machinists. As an independent entrepreneur, the story has it that Edison formed numerous partnerships and developed his products for the highest bidder. In one such instance, Edison devised for Western Union the quadruplex telegraph, capable of transmitting two signals in two different directions on the same wire. However, railroad tycoon, Jay Gould snatched the invention from Western Union, paying Edison more than $100,000 in cash, bonds and stock, which generated years of litigation. With Edison’s ever-increasing financial success, Edison married 16-year-old Mary Stilwell, who was an employee at one of his businesses in 1871. By the early 1870s, Thomas Edison had acquired a reputation as a first-rate inventor. In 1876, he moved his expanding operations to Menlo Park, New Jersey, and built an independent industrial research facility incorporating machine shops and laboratories. After being granted a patent for the light bulb in January 1880, Edison set out to develop a company that would deliver the electricity to power and light the cities of the world. That same year, Edison founded the Edison Illuminating Company—the first investor-owned electric utility—which later became the General Electric Corporation. On a wide range of things, Edison was known for his ability to turn failure into success. This is why wealthy people who successfully pass wealth to their next generations were known for creating multiple streams of income and multitasking as I discussed earlier.

			Remember that Only the Courageous Triumph

			The irony is that it takes real courage to effect proactive leadership. Thomas Edison had every legitimate reason not to excel. But he chose to be courageous in the face of unpleasant circumstances. It is only courage that can inspire excellence. I believe that God has given you the audacity to lead your best life now; an amazing and inspiring life that is powered by the grace of God. Living your best life now and performing at such an intense level that will “wao” this generation demands that you take courage because in life, only the courageous triumph. Life victories do not come over night. In a battle, no body hands a warrior victory. Warriors have got to fight or take a flight and face life causalities. Life journeys will not great you with ease, because our capitally driven world is no longer at ease. As our global economy lean more towards capitalism, only the strong will survive.

			“A mark that distinguishes strong leaders from bystanders is their ability to be courageous in the face of unpleasant circumstances.”

			This is why the leadership of your life on your journey to success is not a funfair; but about sheer determination to thrive without which your life will not drive.

			Only the Strong Survives

			Great achievers, inventors, and those whose ideas or life stories have inspired the world are people who have guts. It takes a lot of guts to courageously take laudable actions that translate into fruitfulness. God wants you to be fruitful. It is your fruitfulness that will determine your products. It takes courage for your dreams to mature. People who aspired for excellence and became inspirations with their results all learnt and benefitted from courage. To lead and outperform your peers, to maximize your output in life and becoming victorious, you have got to take courage because the durability of your success and to living your every-day life at its fullest potentials lies in understanding the power behind courage. Is it any wonder that one of the most notable leaders of all time, Prophet Moses and Joshua who led the Israelites at a defining moment of their history learnt the balance of power within the corridors of courageousness?

			It Takes Courage to Wait For 
Your Dreams to Mature

			In the book of Joshua 1:6 according to the Christian Scriptures, it is recorded that after wandering for 40 years in the wilderness, a new generation of Israelites were ready to enter Canaan, and possess the land of promise. But before they were to undertake this crucial journey that will define their lives for the next thousands of years, we are told that God step forward to prepare both Joshua and the nation which he was beginning to lead. God did not lay hand on them neither did God provide them with a pillar of cloud by day or fire by night. God only prepared them psychologically and mentally by teaching them that their ability to survive the unpleasant encounters they were about to face in order to break through the land of promise—Canaan lies in understanding the power of courageousness and consistent faith in the promised power of God’s word. God, knowing ahead of time the human nature of both the Israelites and their systemic way of mounting pressure on their leaders, knew that the possibility of the thought to quit by returning to Egypt and in fact, abandon what I perceive as Project Possession of the land of promise was still high in their minds when the going gets tough. He knew that if the people were not courageous, the sighting of the Hittites was enough to paralyze their minds with fear, and cause them to take the easy way out. In Joshua 1:1-8, the Bible exposes us to a fact that one major reason why many people do not enjoy their everyday life and live at their best on a daily continuum missing out God’s material and natural blessings and prosperity is lack of courage due to their inability to finish what they started.

			Keep Pressing Upward

			In order words, God was telling Joshua and the nation of Israel that for them to taste the real joy of prosperity, they must learn to press on the upward way, and gain new heights every day. The implication was this: their mind needed to be empowered so that when situations that call for extra strength arise, they will be capable to trust in God’s leadership and in their ability to overcome and accomplish whatever task set before them. God was telling them that accomplishing a task or goal without quitting on the way leads to intense success and prosperity. As the book of Joshua opens, the Israelites are at a cross-road where courage was scare, fear looms, and their fate unknown as they have lost a great leader who they have learnt to trust and respect over time. We are told that Moses have just died, and having experienced the mighty works and wonders Moses have performed including the crossing of the Red Sea and all the mighty works Moses performed before Pharaoh could allow them to vacate Egypt; the Israelites were seriously discouraged and drained in thought and felt that they were at odds as the possibility to make it to the promised land seemed unimaginable and insurmountable. The pressure was high, their enthusiasm weak, and hope was far-fetched in their minds as they camped along the east bank of Jordan River at the very edge of the Promised Land completing the morning period of Moses (Deuteronomy 34:7,8).

			Only the Strong in Mind See 
Opportunities and Seize Them

			God understood that only the strong in mind take advantage of opportunities. Thirty-nine years before this time, the Israelites had an opportunity to enter the Promised Land and possess the very best that life has got to offer as God has prepared and graciously fertilized the country for their inheritance. However, because they failed to take courage and trust in God’s leadership to give them victory and their own ability to excel in the victorious-dominion nature of God which was implanted in them at creation (Genesis 1), they entertained unbelief and disobedience and brought upon themselves tragedy as they wandered in the wilderness until the disobedient generation had all died. As Joshua, Moses former personal assistant was now succeeding Moses, to lead the people; God gave him specific instructions as recorded in (Joshua 1:6-9 NLT) to: “be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will lead these people to possess all the land I swore to their ancestors I would give them. Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the left. Then you will be successful in everything that you do. Study this book of instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. This is my command: be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

			It Takes Great Courage to Think Alone

			Charles R. Swindoll, in his book, The Strength of Character: 7 Essential Traits of a Remarkable Life, states that: it takes courage to think alone, to resist alone, and to stand alone - especially when the crowd seems so safe, so right. This was evident in the lives of great leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson Mandela. Ordinarily, almost all of us want to be successful and live our best life now. However, not everyone is willing to exert the effort and take the necessary risk to make it happen. That risk begins with courage. Courage isn’t about not having difficult situations to confront us in life; courage is not the absence of fear that the unfamiliar brings, rather it’s about getting through them. I believe that you can break through today because God has given you that audacity through his special grace by equipping you with inner abilities. The good news is that every natural and human resources you need to live your best life now by the special grace of God has been provided to you. The bad news is that you have not tapped into these resources. But there’s always room for improvement. You can take the first step today and win fortunes with courage.

			It Takes Courage to See Opportunities

			The popular notion that opportunity come, but once, is nothing but untrue because the street of life is littered with unending possibilities and opportunities that translate people into success, but takes courageous people to see these opportunities and possibilities. Many times in life and at all fronts, those who are discouraged will take a flight at every sight of opposition. This is why your life should be dependent on the grace of God to guide you in embracing these opportunities around you and seize them. You probably know or have seen people that thrived temporarily because they were connected to the mighty. When the king maker departed the scene, their life and progress was left to dangle in uncertainty. The problem to majority of this people was their inability to understand that what they needed to excel superbly in life and to attract unimaginable progress was not the grace that men or women provide. When we leave our fate to man’s grace, what happens in return is disgrace.

			Reach Out For What God Has For You

			Taking what God has given you and making the most out of every God-given opportunity is what will turn your life around. You may have endured loss, pain, betrayal, great hardships, or a handful of negative things in life. The good news is that God is about to take you on a journey that will take you to a new and exciting place that you will breathe some fresh air in life. You may have deep scars from emotional cancers and wounds of your past that seem not to heal no matter how hard you have tried. Take a new step of courage today and reach out for what God has for you. Your wounds can find healing in that fountain filled with blood, drawn from Emmanuel’s veins, where sinners plunge beneath that flood and begin to lose all their guilty stains.

			“Don’t let your past life control your best life now.”

			The truth of the matter is that there is not much you can do about your past life, but you can decide today by the special grace of God to take courage to face the new and brighter future that God has prepared for you. Just reach out for what God has for you.

			Let Go of the Pains of Your Past

			Your life will not be decorated with success and the intimidating prosperity that God has now given you if you have not been through some of those fires of your past. It takes courage to pick yourself up, and brush off every smell of smoke fumigated to you by your past life circumstances. You can hardly be brave in life if your life has only been characterized with good and beautiful things and if you have only had all the wonderful things happen to you. Great people decide to overcome the situations that obstruct them from reaching their goals. It is only those who are courageous that will become brave and triumph. Don’t let the feelings of bitterness and resentment kill your joy and defeat the new you. Let go of the pains of your past. God has endless opportunities and possibilities for you.

			It’s a New Day. You Can Forgive

			Forgive yourself of your past mistakes. Forgive those people who have betrayed and hurt you deeply, and move into your liberation and the freedom and refreshment the grace of God can give you today. Holding onto your past, excuses, unto bitterness and anger; unto your mistakes, blaming others, and negative attitudes will deny you the ability to live your best life now. It’s time to tune into your new you. You are powerfully and fearfully made. Regardless of what the clock is saying right now; today’s date, or how old you are, tell yourself that it’s your new day, your new year; the year that banishes the old; and the beginning of your official year of unimaginable and explosive breakthrough and prosperity. You can definitely succeed. Don’t allow yourself to remain in the shackles of your old life—your past; embrace your new you now. It’s a brand new day! Perhaps someone may have taken advantage of your business, your friendship, toils with your emotions, your love life; maybe, you have been sexually abused, neglected and mentally mishandled. Have you been verbally bruised which now caused you to have low self-esteem and feel isolated and unloved, well the good news is that you don’t have to feel that way. You are a person with great worth. You don’t have to believe the lie you have been told repeatedly.

			Have the Courage to Let Go

			While my interest is not to undermine the sad experiences you have had to face in your past life, I strongly believe that you can make it. You have a super you in you. You are a very strong person. You can accomplish all things through Christ who is now your new strength (Philippians 4:13). I sincerely believe that it takes courage for you today to do better than you are doing right now. Letting go of your past and embracing the grace and strength God can provide you today is the path to become the productive person God has created you to be. The future of unending possibilities belongs to you now. You can live your best life now and do better than you did yesterday because of the audacity of God’s unlimited grace. The future is yours for the taking! Take advantage of it and make the most out of it. I believe in you because you can do it by the special grace of God.

			



	

STRATEGY NUMBER 10 

BE STUBBORN FOR YOUR OWN 
SUCCESS: INVESTIGATE SUCCESS

			Champions are not those who never fail, but those who never quit. Failing is not the worst thing in the world — quitting is. Failure is the womb of success. Success is born out of failure. Better to try to do something and fail, than quit and succeed in doing nothing. Champions practice in private to succeed in public. Success swallows failure.”

			— Edwin Louis Cole

			You Can Make It

			Why many people miss out in living at their best fullest everyday life and abilities is that they delimit the power of God and the tenacity of the audacity of his grace in their own life. The audacity of God’s grace is favor and mercy at its fullest speed. Most people ride slowly in the back seats of life because they make their immediate needs (i.e., immediate compensation or reward) what they want their only major priority in life. Why majority of these people are failing is that they limit the God factor and the audacity of his grace to stupendously provide. Most of these people think that dreaming big and petitioning God for bigger things may intimidate God. Don’t let that person be you. Each time you commit this atrocious act, you are calling defeat into your life and your future. Success in the truest sense of it begins by dreaming with God because success comes from God. Matt 6: 33-36 mirror a model of success that many worldly people will hardly comprehend how it operates.

			Stand For Big Dreams

			Although the only success metric in life should not be measured by how much money you have acquired, but how significant you have become in helping others become a success story, I believe that we should avoid being so heavenly minded that we are not earthly good or useful. Although part of success culminate in acquisition of genuine wealth, serving God and others, and seeking him by allowing God’s leadership in your life, success and prosperity will elude people who stand less for big dreams. This is why God gave you the Holy Spirit to continuously give you the ability to think successfully, and be a blessing to others. When you do, you will be a spiritual mentor and help to family and friends. Additionally and very importantly, you will be able to create wealth for yourself and the communities as well as experiencing the culmination of success that only is given to those who will partake in the kingdom of God. Majority of people who will miss the final mark that differentiates the ultimate losers and ultimate winners and receive the ultimate prize set for those who will succeed here and hereafter must learn to be stubborn with their own success. I believe that you can make that number.

			You Can Live Your Dream

			There is nothing that is so powerful than a God-given dream whose time has come. I believe that your time to live your dreams is here by the special grace of God. The story of Joseph in Genesis 39 according to the Christian Scriptures is a good example of the audacity of God’s grace at full force. Joseph story is a story of encouragement. It demonstrates that no matter how odd your chances to reap a harvest of God’s increase and succeed beyond all limitations, that being stubborn to your own success is the one way you can live your dream. The lesson is this: Don’t fail to maximize your God given potentials. In 2 Tim 1:7 accounts that God has not given us the spirit of timidity, some versions says fear, but the spirit of love, of power, and of sound mind, and other versions says of sound judgment. The story of Joseph quickly reminds the reader or the listener that God is a Giver of dreams and that every good gift comes from above (James 1:17). This story establishes that when we accept the audacity of God’s grace into our lives, our dreams will not die, even though they can get delayed. No matter what you are going through today, the story of Joseph is an announcement that in God, dreams can come through. Dreams are God’s ways of speaking to us. These dreams can make a change. It has been said that President Barrack Obama, the 44th president of the United State begun to nurture and dream to becoming the present of our great nation when he was in the 4th grade (primary four). This is why you should never underestimate the power of your dreams.

			Dreams Make a Change

			Throughout the history of the great ones, dreams have always made great social changes that moved the generations forward. There is no great leader who ever lived without great dreams. In the Christian Scriptures, we see how God gave the prophets and his people great visions and dreams that changed the world. Great People like Prophet Daniel in whose dream, God revealed what is to become of the world and the greater things that will happen before the end of the world still speaks to us today. The dreams of Prime Minister Joseph helped save the lives of his people and that of Egyptians. You can make it. You can live your dream, but you must be stubborn with your success. It was the dreams of the late Martin Luther King Jr. that God used to destroy the evils of racial inequality and segregations in the United States. This is why you must be deliberate about your dreams. Don’t be desperate about them because desperate dreams will only achieve desperate results. Your dreams can make a huge difference. In Proverbs 22:29, Solomon who have been perceived to be one of the wisest men who lived on the planet asked: Have you seen a person diligent in their business (skillful in the works of their hands)? He will take his position before kings; he will not take his position before obscure people. When you dream afresh with God, the prophet Nehemiah’s prophetic declarations is that the joy of the Lord becomes your strength (Nehemiah 8:10). This is why you must be confident in your dreams.

			Dreams Restore

			We can see how dreams restore order in familial, societal, and economic or political conditions. It was in the dream of Rosa Park to see an egalitarian American society. For that singular reason she stood up for something big and takes the necessary risk and yes—the biggest risk of her lifetime when it was convenient to sit down. What are you standing up for, for this generation? Your ability to succeed in life and do exploits begins with dreaming with God. And guess what? Powerful dreams restore joy.

			“When you dream with God, you become purpose driven and achiever higher.”

			You become a change catalyst and are able to help others live their best lives now. What are you dreaming about today? What are your life goals and dreams? If you cannot answer this question clearly and cannot identify the necessary initiates you must undertake to achieve those life goals and dreams, believing the grace of God to do so, then your life will not have much meaning. But I trust that your life will do.

			Defeat the Thoughts of Fear.

			Don’t be afraid to try something new, or afraid of what people around you will say, when you commit to doing things differently, so long as they are God-given and God-driven goals. Being afraid of what the church will say or has said, afraid to offend your cycle of friendships, afraid of rejection, afraid of the unknown and afraid to engage into necessary risk and sacrifice will limit your success. This is what President Roosevelt meant when he stated that: “The greatest thing to fear is fear itself.” In his book “As A Man Thinketh” James Allen stated in the chapter he captioned the thought-factor in achievement that: “Thoughts of doubt and fear never accomplish anything, and never can. They always lead to failure. Going further he affirms that “Purpose, energy, power to do, and all strong thoughts cease when doubt and fear creeps in. Doubt and fear are the great enemies of knowledge he said, and he who encourages them, who does not slay them, thwarts himself at every step. He who has conquered doubt and fear has conquered failure! His every thought is allied with power, and all difficulties are bravely met and wisely overcome. His purposes are seasonably planted, and they bloom and bring forth fruit which does not fall prematurely to the ground. Thought allied fearlessly to purpose becomes creative force…. “A man can only rise, conquer, and achieve by lifting up his thoughts. He can only remain weak, and abject, and miserable by refusing to lift up his thoughts and I said Oh my days! There can be no progress, no achievement without sacrifice, and a man’s worldly success will be in the measure that he sacrifices his confused animal thoughts, and fixes his mind on the development of his plans, and the strengthening of his resolution and self-reliance.”

			See Failure As Setback

			In order to live your best life now, one of the things you must not fail to acknowledge is that failure do occur, but you must also understand that “champions are not those who never fail, but those who never quit.” What that mean is that there will be times and moments of failure, of difficulties, and obstacles. See failures as setbacks. What matters after all of these is how you pick up yourself, and how you dust off the dirt after such exercise. Whether you keep your spirits high, whether you align yourself to God and the audacity of his grace will determine the next chapter of your life. Don’t embrace a life of defeat.

			It’s in Your Mind

			When the Christian Scriptures admonishes us in Philippians 4:8 “Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise,” it wasn’t asking us to do things that will kill us, or things that will be easy or to continue doing things the way things has always been done. This admonition was rather challenging us that if we must succeed, if we must live our best lives now by the grace of God, we have to put fear aside and embrace the God-factor if we have to get it right. We are challenged to invest our thoughts into creativity; we are tasked to invest our time into reclaiming the dominion and purposes for which God has created us for. And I state again, if you must achieve success, if you must live your best lives today, I am willing to remind you to be stubborn with your success. Those who are not stubborn with their success cannot overcome fear and doubt and embrace the grace of God that leads to victory. You must make them a do or die affair. Without these, you hardly will be able to live your best life today. Those who are not able to become stubborn for their own success will always live a wishful life, a life of mediocrity, and a life infested with poverty diarrhea without any satisfaction.

			If you are presently going through some challenges in your life, your marriage, your children, business or career, there is something in the power of God’s promised word for you according to (Isaiah 43:1-.7 NIV) The promised power of God’s word declares:

			But now, this is what the Lord says—

			he who created you, Jacob,

			he who formed you, Israel:

			“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;

			I have summoned you by name; you are mine.

			2 When you pass through the waters,

			I will be with you;

			and when you pass through the rivers,

			they will not sweep over you.

			When you walk through the fire,

			you will not be burned;

			the flames will not set you ablaze.

			3 For I am the Lord your God,

			the Holy One of Israel, your Savior;

			I give Egypt for your ransom,

			Cush and Seba in your stead.

			4 Since you are precious and honored in my sight,

			and because I love you,

			I will give people in exchange for you,

			nations in exchange for your life.

			5 Do not be afraid, for I am with you;

			I will bring your children from the east

			and gather you from the west.

			6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’

			and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’

			Bring my sons from afar

			and my daughters from the ends of the earth—

			7 everyone who is called by my name,

			whom I created for my glory,

			whom I formed and made.

			You Belong to God

			The sum total of our life is not all about our present economic status, although that is important. What should motivate you and encourage you more however, is that you belong to God. Your ability to live your best life now does not depend only on your ability to master all the principles of economics, neither does it come to everyone who has acquired wealth handsomely. However, your ability to live your best life even today, when you fully understand what that means is when you can comprehend that you belong to God. It means that there is therefore, now no condemnation for you (Romans 8:1). You must learn to live your best life now, because you are God’s children who are called by his name. In (2 Chronicles 7:14 NIV) we are reassured of God’s promise of grace that: If my people (God’s creatures, created in his image) who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray, in fact, the Bible in Basic English translation says: “If my people, on whom my name is named, make themselves low and come to me in prayer, searching for me and turning from their evil ways; then I will give ear from heaven, overlooking their sin, and will give life again to their land.”

			Worry Less

			While it is very important to acquire degrees or technical skills and trades, these alone do not confer success. Our ability to living our best life now does not solely depend on our degrees and diplomas but by trusting the God of grace whom we can depend on to provide our every need. This is why Jesus in the Gospel according to (Matthew. 6: 25-32 NKJV) command us Not to Worry. Jesus’ instruction states: 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your [everyday] life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?

			28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in his entire splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

			God’s Grace is Available. Accept it Now

			We have greater chance to live our best life now and even today, when we accept without hesitation and ultimately, the grace of God, not man’s grace. There is nothing like free grace from men and women. Many times, when people render their grace to you, they always expect some sort of compensation either sooner or later. Most people may even offer you grace because they want to take advantage of you. But this is not what the grace of God is about. The grace of God is what makes people succeed because it is durable. It is eternal. The durability of God’s grace can outlast every obstacle and setback. God has always longed before you were born, to give you his grace. But you must be open to receive it. Many lives are in shambles today, because of displacement of priority. You can make it big. You are loved by God. You are power-full. You are a very special person with unique abilities. But you cannot go far in life unless you accept and depend on the grace of God. Friends will fail you. Banks will disappoint you. Religious people may betray you. Your spouse can cheat on you. Sickness can get to you. Death can kill you. But you cannot outrun the grace of God to set you free because it has the capacity to grant you success in every life endeavor, and the life after.

			Jesus Is Enough

			This is why Jesus is enough. I repeat that Jesus is enough because it is only the person of Jesus that can be enough for all the troubles that life brings. I am taking about Jesus Christ—the kings of kings and the Lords of Lords. Can I hear you say amen even louder to this? I am living my best life now because of what I just said. I know that Jesus is enough because I have experienced him over and over in my life situations. That is why I am going to continue to live my best life even after now. Again, I said Jesus is enough because Jesus is bigger than you. Jesus is bigger than your problems and greater than your failures, deadly mistakes and inabilities. He is our life captain, for he holds the keys to uncommon favors, and he has the keys to uncommon blessings. Jesus has got the one key—the master key that unlocks every stronghold and set free, any bondage. It is Jesus that holds the key to your victory. Christ has the keys that unleash prosperity; he has the keys to every promotion, the keys to the fount of every blessing, and the keys you need to attain every new height in your life. These are the reasons Jesus is enough for me.

			What You Must Never Forget

			Do you know Jesus is the ultimate grace embodied? Do you understand that Jesus is the grace per excellent? I want you to know that you are the sons and daughters of the ULTIMATE! When you understand who you truly are in the image and likeness of God and the power that God has deposited in you by his grace, the devil will not even stop you; while men and women may try to interrupt you, when you unleash what God has deposited into you through your creative power, people will begin to marvel and respect you. Women and men cannot frustrate you and you will never be stranded because at the name [i.e. when the name of Jesus is mentioned] of Jesus Christ, every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and every tongue acknowledge [confess] that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of the father! (Philippians 2:10 NIV).

			I encourage you to know his names and believe the efficacy of God’s name to work in your life and in your lived experiences. He is the Jehovah-Rophe—that means “the Lord God that heals” (Psalm 147:3). That means that those sickness and disease shall not terrorize your life anymore, but even if it tarries, Jehovah-Rophe shall set you free, and because he shall set you free, affliction shall not rise again, the second time (Nahum 1:9). Jehovah Rophe shall give you a onetime prescription of grace. Never forget that Jesus ran the best pharmacy (drug store) at the hem of his feet that set the woman with the issue of blood free after twelve long agonizing years (Matt 9:20-22). I decree that, affliction shall not arise the second time in your household and in your life.

			You Can Live Your Best Life Now

			You can live your best life now by the special grace of God. God wants to heal not only your sicknesses and physical health but your emotional health and even your land—your nation. This is why I am asking you to take authority from Jesus and begin to decree into your own life right now. The promised power of God’s word in 1 (Chronicles 7:14) included that God will bring vitality to your land. This is a promise of prosperity. Lands are great possessions that always appreciate. People who are landless have always been economically disenfranchised in every society throughout history. Apart from the physical landed properties we have, when God said that he will add vitality to our lands in 1 Chronicles 7:14, God was making reference to everything that is of value to our everyday lives. The lands heretofore, can include the provision and sustainability of what gives us promotion—our careers, our businesses, the expansion of our dreams, our health which also, is our wealth, our spouses and children’s ability to do well.

			Believe the Promise.

			Our lands could mean a number of things and life’s necessities that guarantees our ability to live our best life now. To fully understand this promise, and why Jesus is enough to handle your situations no matter what you are going through right now, I want you to consider the story of how God for the sake of a covenant of grace made with Abraham, blessed Isaac’s lands in Genesis 26 out of proportions even in the middle of a great recession (famine). Genesis 26:1-32 [NIV] states: Now there was a famine in the land—besides the previous famine in Abraham’s time—and Isaac went to Abimelek king of the Philistines in Gerar. 2 The LORD appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land where I tell you to live. 3 Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give all these lands and will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham. 4 I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring[a] all nations on earth will be blessed, 5 because Abraham obeyed me and did everything I required of him, keeping my commands, my decrees and my instructions.” 6 So Isaac stayed in Gerar. 12 Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year reaped a hundredfold, because the LORD blessed him. 13 The man became rich, and his wealth continued to grow until he became very wealthy. 14 He had so many flocks and herds and servants that the Philistines envied him. 15 So all the wells that his father’s servants had dug in the time of his father Abraham, the Philistines stopped up, filling them with earth. 16 Then Abimelek said to Isaac, “Move away from us; you have become too powerful for us.” 17 So Isaac moved away from there and encamped in the Valley of Gerar, where he settled.18 Isaac reopened the wells that had been dug in the time of his father Abraham, which the Philistines had stopped up after Abraham died, and he gave them the same names his father had given them. 19 Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and discovered a well of fresh water there. 20 But the herders of Gerar quarreled with those of Isaac and said, “The water is ours!” So he named the well Esek, because they disputed with him. 21 Then they dug another well, but they quarreled over that one also; so he named it Sitnah. 22 He moved on from there and dug another well, and no one quarreled over it. He named it Rehoboth, saying, “Now the LORD has given us room and we will flourish in the land.”

			Remember: Your Blessing is in Obedience

			23 From there he went up to Beersheba. 24 That night the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am the God of your father Abraham. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bless you and will increase the number of your descendants for the sake of my servant Abraham.” 25 Isaac built an altar there and called on the name of the LORD. There he pitched his tent, and there his servants dug a well. 26 Meanwhile, Abimelek had come to him from Gerar, with Ahuzzath his personal adviser and Phicol the commander of his forces. 27 Isaac asked them, “Why have you come to me, since you were hostile to me and sent me away?” 28 They answered, “We saw clearly that the LORD was with you; so we said, ‘There ought to be a sworn agreement between us’—between us and you. Let us make a treaty with you29 that you will do us no harm, just as we did not harm you but always treated you well and sent you away peacefully. And now you are blessed by the LORD.” 30 Isaac then made a feast for them, and they ate and drank. 31 Early the next morning the men swore an oath to each other. Then Isaac sent them on their way, and they went away peacefully. 32 That day Isaac’s servants came and told him about the well they had dug. They said, “We’ve found water!” 33 He called it Shibah, and to this day the name of the town has been Beersheba.

			God’s Name Can Stand for You

			One of the Hebrew names of God is Jehovah Rapha. It means that God has the ability to restore things to its original state. But you must be willing to believe it to work miracles for you. Restoration means that there is no situation that can topple God. The story of Isaac in Genesis Chapter 26 clearly shows that Jesus is enough to compensate you, no matter where life has placed you in the past. Maybe you have lost yourself and your potentialities in the wilderness of unpleasant circumstances which many times, sin, misfortunes, and bad choices or people around your circle of influence can subject you into. Perhaps, you have lost your dreams, your joy, and reasons to be thankful and hopeful. Maybe, you have lost your peace due to so many crises and now it is so difficulty for you to trust again. In the audacity of God’s grace, God is speaking to you. God wants you to know that you can live your best life now.

			“Your future days are going to be brighter than your small beginnings”!

			Jehovah Restores

			Jehovah Rapha shall restore to you, even stolen landed properties, real estate, your business, your health and finances and whatever the enemy has stolen from the treasuries of your life. God shall restore your finances, your stolen investments, your potentials and the joy that the enemy as stolen from you. Jehovah Rapha shall restore your hopes. He shall restore your peace; he shall restore your dreams. He shall restore all the stolen wells in your life and your promotion has just begun! For you, Jehovah Rapha shall restore order in whatever disorderliness that has characterized your life lately. Jehovah Rapha shall restore your stolen justice and there shall be restitutions in your life. This is why you must be stubborn with your success. You cannot quit now.

			God Is Able To Meet Your Needs

			Jehovah El Roi the God that sees shall meet with you. He has seen all the struggles you have been through. You are going to live your best life even now. God has seen your afflictions and the sufferings of His people, and since you have humbled yourselves and accepted the audacity of God’s grace today, God will come to your aid (Hebrews 2:18). Your situation shall never remain the same. God has seen your needs. He shall meet you at the points of these needs. That promotion shall come. That victory shall be won. That struggle shall be overcome! You are already a winner! You are going to live that best life God has promised, if you can begin to claim the promises of God in your life today. He is the Jehovah-Sabaoth, the Lord God of Hosts, “the Commander to the Angelic Host and the armed forces of heaven”. I don’t know the trouble and difficult situation you find yourselves lately. I don’t know the battles that are going on in your life right now, the battles in your family, the battles in your finances, but what I know, and what I am here to declare to you today is that if you believe the promise and the power of God’s word, you shall overcome!

			It’s Ok to Celebrate

			You can go ahead and start celebrating even right now by calling on Jehovah-Sabaoth. If you have lost all hopes, if you have been silenced by injustice, if your voice and opinion no longer counts in your situation, if you have become defenseless, if you are in trouble, if you are feeling trapped like you have armies of enemies and spiritual forces surrounding and holding you on all sides, you can break free right now because God has given you the power you need to. Your moment of deliverance has come. You will shed no more tears. You can shout on top of your voice, for Jehovah-Sabaoth are here to help you. Maybe your promotion which is long overdue has been suppressed. Perhaps you may have been pressured and pressed on every side by troubles, now what I want you to know is this: You have not been crushed! Maybe you are perplexed, but you have not been driven to despair, although you are hunted down, but the God of grace has not abandoned you, although you’ve been knock down, but you have not been destroyed, because the God of grace is here to lift you even right now, (2 Corinthians 4:8-9). You can live your best life now, your worst days are over, and a new dawn has come for you. Even though your nights have been so long, I decree that your day break has finally arrived; you can begin now to call on Jehovah-Jireh, “the Lord that provides”.

			God Will Grant You That Breakthrough

			God specializes in provisions. This is why you must agree with him today and be stubborn for your own success. He will provide that need—he will provide that wife, he will provide that husband, he will provide those children. God will provide that contract approval, he will provide that ministry, he will provide those finances and he will provide that health and healing. God will come for you. He will provide that promotion, he will provide those resources, did I not declare to you that affliction shall not rise again the second time? Did I not decree to you that you are going to live that best life beginning from today? You shall see your grandchildren, you shall ride on those automobiles, you shall fly on that jet, you shall build and finish that dream house, and you shall pass every examination that needs to facilitate your prosperity, for Jehovah-Jireh has favored you! Even if you may have been ignored, you shall be well known. Although you have been close to death, you will live long again. Even though you have been beaten once, but you have not been killed, for as long as there is life, God through his special grace is about to give you the ability to perform the impossible for nothing is impossible with God (Luke 1:37 NLT). Maybe your hearts ache, the word of God guarantees that now, you shall always have joy.

			God Will Give You Peace

			Although you may be poor before, now that God is ready to visit you with a blessing attack, you will become a giver, and even give both material and spiritual riches to others. Maybe, you own nothing today except your body as your net capital, God through his grace is ever willing to give you everything because, He is your El Shaddai—the “God who is all sufficient” and now I want you to say this loudly: My God, the God that I serve, shall supply, ALL my needs, according to his riches in glory through Jesus Christ my Lord” (Philippians 4:19 NKJV). I decree that, you shall live your best life even now, because you have Jehovah-Shalom- “The Lord who is our Peace.” Trusting in God’s perfect peace is a sure way to break even in times of difficult life storms. If you can trust in God’s perfect peace over your lives, by giving and trusting that life in Jesus hands, in obedience to His commands over your life, your diets, and your thirst, and your finances, you shall have a perfect peace that comes with the visitation of Jehovah-shalom. God is ready to visit your home. He wants to visit that career that is almost in crisis, that marriage that is in shambles, that child or those children that are turbulent; that job that needs a boost, that school that you need to attend, that debt that cause you sleepless nights, and that pain that makes your heart ache and bleed. I decree that you shall begin to experience peace, God’s perfect peace which shall results in a ‘wholeness’ and newness that surpasses all understanding’(Romans 5:1). And now, because you are perfectly saved by Christ, and created for his glory, all things in your life shall become new. I decree that old things have passed away, addictions have passed away, sexual sins have passed away, lustful desires have passed away, drinking addictive behaviors have passed away, you are now a brand new child of God, and his peace shall pursue you. You shall be compensated. The God of grace shall settle you so you can begin to live your best life now. God has vowed to make you comfortable. You shall live your best life even now by the special grace and mercy of Jesus because Jesus is enough and greater than your situations, for he is El Elyon, “the Most High God.”

			God is Greater than Your Problems

			The only one who can give you double for your troubles is the El Elyon—that is “The Most-Highest God” because he is the only God who is sovereign and the only God who is in charge of sustaining the entire universe ALL the time. This is why God is ready to step into your situation, if you believe (Psalm 57:2). When El Elyon step into your life, the promised word of God declares that “No weapon fashioned against you shall prosper and you will refute every tongue that accuses you. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and this is their vindication from me,” declares the Lord (Isaiah 54:17). What this means according to Barnes Note of the Bible is that no instrument of war, no sword, or spear; no instrument of persecution or torture that is facilitated toward the child of God will succeed. The sense here is that it shall not have final and ultimate prosperity. It might be permitted for a time to appear to prosper - as persecutors and oppressors have done; but there would not be final and complete success. And every tongue—No one shall be able to injure you by words and accusations. If a controversy shall arise; if others reproach you and accuse you of imposture and deceit, you will be able ultimately to convince them of error, and, by manifestation of the truth, to condemn them.

			The language here is derived probably from courts of justice; and the idea is that truth and victory would be on your side when strife comes. This is the heritage - The inheritance which awaits those who serve God is truth and victory. It is not gold and the triumph of battle. It is not the laurel won in fields of blood. But it is, the protection of God in all times of trouble; his friendship in all periods of adversity; complete victory in all contests with error and unjust systems; and preservation when foes rise up in any form and endeavor to destroy you, and to blot out your name and the existence of your success. In order words, when El Elyon is in control of your life, it does not matter who is against, for you shall live your best life even now and none of your fortunes shall be taken away any more. It was for this reason that the psalmist reminded us in the 91st chapter of Psalm [NKJV] that:

			1 He who dwells in the secret place of

			THE HIGHEST GOD (EL Elyon)

			Shall abide (remain and find rest) in the shadow of the almighty

			2 this I declare about the LORD:

			He alone is my refuge, my place of safety;

			he is my God, and I trust in him.

			3 For he will rescue you from every trap

			and protect you from deadly disease.

			4 He will cover you with his feathers.

			He will shelter you with his wings.

			His faithful promises are your armor and protection.

			5 Do not be afraid of the terrors of the night,

			nor the arrow that flies in the day.

			6 Do not dread the disease that stalks in darkness,

			nor the disaster that strikes at midday.

			7 Though a thousand fall at your side,

			though ten thousand are dying around you,

			these evils will not touch you.

			8 Just open your eyes,

			and see how the wicked are punished.

			9 If you make the LORD your refuge,

			if you make the Most High your shelter,

			10 no evil will conquer you;

			no plague will come near your home.

			11 For he will order his angels

			to protect you wherever you go.

			12 They will hold you up with their hands

			so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.

			13 You will trample upon lions and cobras;

			you will crush fierce lions and serpents under your feet!

			14 The LORD says, “I will rescue those who love me.

			I will protect those who trust in my name.

			15 When they call on me, I will answer;

			I will be with them in trouble.

			I will rescue and honor them.

			16 I will reward them with a long life

			and give them my salvation.”

			You Are A Winner

			The devil—our greatest enemy has blindfolded many into believing that they cannot live their best lives now in terms of having their material needs met, as if God is not interested in our material well-being. He convinces many of such people to think that they have got to accept their unpleasant conditions, because they are church people. Many people who bought this costly lie sold to them by the enemy, began to agree that they don’t have to amerce wealth, we don’t have to pursue the good things that add fun to life; and it is not good for them to live in that spacious house, and too bad for them to own one of those good houses in the pricy or expensive neighborhood. For such people, it is not good to own that latest Mercedes Benz or BMW Suv. Like I discussed earlier, they accept that it is illegal for them to live in affluence, and it will be too much of a worldly show or even an abomination for them to own a private jet, should they be in need of one. The devil has successfully tied the mind-set of a great number of believers to think that way. It is sinful to become that next millionaire in town, not to think of becoming that billionaire. Now the question is why not? Who told you that God is against your wealth or your ability to presently live a life where your physical and material needs are met daily? You are a winner.

			“You cannot continue to live the way you have lived and expect miracles or different results.”

			Be stubborn with your success. God has longed for you to reach out to him and begin to dream new dreams and achieve new heights. You can make it big by the special grace of God.

			Winners Don’t Live In Captivity

			Your ability to be stubborn with your success is the only way forward for you to achieve prosperity. This is why winners don’t live in captivity and must understand that God is not against their prosperity or promotion. Now, the sad thing that I want you to notice is that while the enemy ties people down with the thoughts of poverty and the spirit of poverty, he also keeps them in the prison of want. Those who are in the prison of want never help others. When for instance, the need arises to help a family member, a church member, a beggar on the street, or an unemployed neighbor, those in the prison of want cannot help because, they are in themselves in captivity of lack. It only becomes a wishful thinking to help others since majority of those who are in the prison of want can never give unstintingly. When we want to help those newly married couple who are struggling, those orphans, or those homeless guys across the street we cannot, not because we don’t want to; but because the devil keeps us in the prison of want since we don’t have any material solution to people’s needs, instead we are looking for where to get things and help for ourselves. When we desire to help that church, the church of God, the expansion of the building project, we cannot, yet we want to. When we are called to help in fund raising to build for instance—a nonprofit up-to-date medical center where a great majority of the poor people from the populations who lack access to basic healthcare can access standard health with up to date medical practices and yet, we cannot. When we need to help those poor students in our churches or in our neighborhood who needs scholarship, we cannot, it only becomes a wishful thinking.

			You Can Be Liberated

			The good news is that you don’t have to be poor and remain in the prison of want for life because many poor people who remain prisoners of want will be unable to live their best life now. You can be liberated from that limitation and be delivered from that mind-set today if you are not yet delivered. You can be bailed from the devils prison of want. If you can believe God right now, you can be liberated. You don’t have to belong to that prison perfected by the spirit of poverty. You cannot remain a prisoner of want for life where you keep wanting and wanting and never have enough to give out to others in need and be a person of significance. Like I have stated before, poverty send many people to their early graves. I have seen a number of folks who die preventable deaths because of scarcity of material resources due to poverty. Poverty many of the times abides with people with small minds. Many people who remain like this will encounter a lot of difficulty on their journey to heaven because a lot of poor and even rich people who remain in the prison of want do mischievous things and follow short cut in an effort to survive. Poverty for many people is more a problem of, or product of their mind, than it is economics or economic disenfranchisement indeed. But thank God that his grace of abundance is able to set you freed for life. If you believe in poverty, you will always be poor in life and it can become generational as you mentor your children with the mentality that leads into defeat instead of victory and curtail their material health, happiness and ability to go to higher places. What you don’t believe, you will not become.

			It’s Up To You

			In Psalms 23, King David while the king of Israel observed how the spirit of poverty infected most people as they each were wanted more and more and more and how much these people were unable to release in the lives of others and bless them. The nation was under siege, many enemies of Israel collaborated with the citizens and elites in the political class of Israel. Those at the helm of the political class and the vast majority of corrupt leaders and their followers among the masses wanted more and more to fatten their personal pockets due to greed and all sorts of corruption that would destroy the national economy of the great Israel nation.

			The king faced much opposition even from within; as a result the king begins to write Psalm 23. He wanted to differentiate himself from these people who have been subjected to the prison of wanting more and more and more without satisfaction. As one who had led the sheep before, he saw the relationship between those who are subjected to the prison of want with the sheep who utterly are dependent on wanting more and more and more. As a result, King David rejected the sheep mentality and instead challenges his audience to embrace the shepherd mentality which is about taking audacity in the leadership of God’s grace, the great provider and sustainer who is able to provide satisfaction and keep us from failing. When King David used the metaphor of God as his shepherd leader and king, he was reminding his readers to be stubborn with their success and embrace the mentality of the shepherd-leadership of God who unlike the sheep that wants more and more and more is ever willing to be a giver and an overcomer of all enemies of his progress. For this reason King David wrote Psalms 23 [NKJV], persuading his followers to boldly embrace the shepherd leadership and mentality. I encourage you to do the same by reciting it out loudly if you will:

			The Lord is my shepherd,

			I shall not want;

			He makes me lie down in green pastures.

			He leads me beside still waters;

			He restores my soul.

			He leads me in paths of righteousness

			for His name’s sake.

			 

			Even though I walk through the valley

			of the shadow of death,

			I fear no evil;

			for you are with me;

			Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

			 

			Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

			all the days of my life;

			and I shall dwell in the house of the

			Lord forever.

			Avoid The Sheep Mentality

			What the Psalmist was rectifying here is that because he, just like you, were created for dominion and excellence in the image of a God who is wealthy, he cannot be kept in the prison of want caused by poverty and subjected to mediocrity of the sheep mentality of unending wants. The problem that king David observed among many poor people who wanted more and more and more from the king is that poor people could do anything when they desperately want something. They are willing to take any desperate action which many of the times produces desperate results. This is one of the good reasons why you need to be stubborn with your success. The rich guys among the corrupt and greedy political class on the other hand were equally willing to do anything to crush opposition that will keep them away from receiving more and more and more since the spirit of poverty possessed most of these rich guys in the nation. To king David, God as the shepherd-leader is able to provide all our needs, not our wants, according to his riches in Christ Jesus and sustain the needs of his people. According to Barnes Note of the Bible, when king David declares that he shall not be subjected to the prison of want:

			The main idea in the psalm is derived from the fact that God is a shepherd who provides sufficiently for his people. The meaning is that, as a shepherd, God would make all needful provision for his flock, and evince all proper care for it. The words shall not want, as applied to the psalmist, would embrace everything that could be a proper object of desire, whether material or spiritual; whether pertaining to the body or the soul; whether having reference to time or to eternity. There is no reason for supposing that David limited this to his temporal necessities, or to the present life, but the idea manifestly is that God would provide all that was needful for him always. Compare Psalm 34:9, “There is no want to those who fear him.” This idea enters essentially into the conception of God as the shepherd-leader of his people, that all their real needs shall be supplied. Many people in our societies who wanted more and more and more of what they didn’t really need are good reminders of what happens to us when we allow the enemy to subject us in the prison of want due to the spirit of poverty. People like Bernard Madoff; Robert Mugabe, Muammar al-Gaddafi, and the late General Sani Abacha etc are good reminders of why we need to reject the sheep mentality born out of the spirit of poverty. Those who are subjected to the prison of want are usually self-centered and careless about what happens to orders, whether they are starving, hurting, or dying; for all that matters are what they want and getting their way at all cost.

			My Testimony

			From my personal encounter with God, I can authoritatively affirm that God is not just interested in spiritual matters or people; for God’s interest is holistic. In our church ministry—the GraceWorld Christian Fellowship, our welcome slogan is this: “Welcome to the GraceWorld Christian Fellowship Where Jesus Reigns and the Grace of God Rules Supreme.” Why we chose this slogan is that we believe very strongly that serving God promotes holistic growth and bring about both the spiritual blessings and the material too. We believe that where ever Jesus reigns supreme in life, lives are lived not in the prison of want, but in the order of the commonwealth assembly of Zion, the wealthy place where Jesus resides.

			In my ministry, we don’t believe in poverty or teachings and doctrines that prolong poverty. In fact, we hate poverty. Over the years, I have used the word of God as a powerful tool to teach people how to develop their lives and make their minds work for them, and have seen many people move from being very poor when they joined to become wealthy and some have gone into businesses and are self-employed where they arrange their lives in ways that allows them to serve God better and faithfully. We believe that serving God and allowing Jesus’ grace to rule supreme in the lives of believers has the capacity to banish diseases and all kinds of demonic, addictive, relational and emotional nightmares and fragmentation.

			When we had my last daughter—Chidiamara, the child was born with a health related deficit that was to place her on certain medications for life. What I mean with this is that the child was diagnosed to have a problem that will affect her digestion and the physicians referred us to Children’s Hospital of Orange County (CHOC) in California. After series of test, the bomb shell came with the diagnosis that the child will be placed on certain medications for life, and they gave us the first prescription. As I looked at the face of the beautiful tiny innocent child on my wife’s hands who was so helpless, I was deeply moved to tears. As a scientist myself whom after undergoing a major surgical procedure that lasted almost twelve hours years before and were placed on certain medications for life to help me with digestion and as a public health practitioner and health educator with a master’s degree in public health and a doctorate degree in the same field, I knew the implications of that diagnosis. My wife, an experienced registered nurse with a Master of Nursing Science who also was completing her doctoral study in nursing science, understood the implications and the challenge that our daughter was going to face.

			Faith Is About Believing What Is Impossible

			However, because we are a people of faith, who have built a personal relationship with Jesus—the master physician, we decided not to take the matter and life of our young daughter to the only person who ran the best pharmacy shop at the helm of his garment and healed the woman who have suffered hemorrhage for twelve years. We refused to place our daughter on those medications that were prescribed by her physician. In fact, we never went to the pharmacy to buy those medications in the first place.

			We brought our daughter to our Church—the GraceWorld Christian Fellowship, where Jesus reigns and the grace of God rules supreme with a firm belief and faith in the God of unlimited possibilities. We agreed that if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray, and seek God’s intervention that God will perform what seems to be impossible with the physicians and scientists of our time. That day, I called my pastoral staff and elder Gbenga Solademi who served in our ministry then also prayed fervently, and in unity, we called on the name of God and laid hands on the child and anointed her. We claimed the promised power of God’s word of healing and challenged God to set the innocent child free from the sickness she was born with that will place her on medications for life, and restore her to normalcy. Specifically, we told God that we do not want to place baby Chidiamara on those medications for life, and because we trust that where Jesus reigns every sickness and diseases of such nature could be put on hold, and because the weapon of our warfare is not carnal, but to the pulling down or demolition of every stronghold (2 Corinthians 10:4), we agreed in prayer that our baby daughter was healed and set free to live her best life now in the name of Jesus, and a thunderous amen was said by all in the congregation.

			After that prayer in church, we believed God and that was the end of that sickness. When we took the baby back to the hospital for routine check-ups that are required by law and for further tests as was required by law, the physicians and health providers were shocked to find out that the baby whose diagnosis was confirmed in more than one hospital had been completely set free from the sickness that she was to suffer for life and be dependent on certain medications for life. The truth is that the grace of God has audacity.

			The Audacity of God’s Grace Can 
Work Out Your Miracle Too

			The power of, and the audacity of God’s grace can be felt among recipients who have accepted Jesus and his shed blood to do the impossible for them. In return, such people like us, are able to live our best life now, by the grace of God, not by the grace that people offer. When the audacity of God’s grace is at work for you, God will step into your situation, your life, into your journey; into your vision, and into your dreams and overthrow your sorrows and things that cause you stagnation in life. You will experience real time miracles! Jesus will reach out to you, and to everything that characterize you and enable you to live your best life now by the grace of God. The result of this is that you will begin to press on the upward way and begin to gain new heights every day and in everything you touch and even as you are upward bound.

			If You Only Can Embrace The Grace Today

			If only you can embrace and believe the audacity of God’s grace today, the resultant effect right now is that the Lord will plant your feet on higher grounds where you will forever rise to the top and do exploits with your talents and the immense potentialities that God has deposited into your life. I decree that the Lord shall supply your needs today, not just according to the principles of banking and finance, accounting and economics, and not according to the principles of your good and great education and degrees, licenses or certificates. Not according to the principles of what you know, the connections you have, rather what I want you to believe and to begin to declare into your own life even now, by the authority given to me by God, is that: My God shall supply all your needs, according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Because our God is a God of riches, of power, of signs and wonders; of healing and all kinds of miracles and because the street of heaven where God lives is paved with gold, the principles of economics, the principles of limited f finance, the principles of bank of America loans and Visa or Master Card credit cards, should not control you or count much for you. Don’t take matters of your life easy. Believe God for big promotions, big dreams, big visions, and big breath-taking breakthroughs. It can happen to you, but you must be willing to be stubborn for your success.

			What Should Matter To You Now

			What should matter the most to you now is that since you belong to Jesus Christ, there is even now, no condemnation that will limit you from becoming who God has created you to become, because you are a very powerful person. You can live your best life now by the special grace of God. The grace of God is God’s unlimited favor that is unmerited which God freely gives to everyone created by God in his image since God has welcomed you to become a partaker in his free economy of grace. The power of God’s word declares that: For even strong young lions sometimes go hungry, but those who trust in the Lord will lack no good thing (Psalm 34:10), for those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever. As the mountains are around Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about his people, from this time forth and for evermore.

			What I Decree and Declare Into Your Life

			Because the Lord’s name stands in for his purposes, and because we are created for his purposes, and because we are his people and because we are named by his name, I hereby decree and declare to you by the authority given to me by God as his mouthpiece—ordained and anointed by him; by the authority given to me by Jesus, and by the authority given to me by the Holy Spirit to write this book, I declare that you shall live your best life now from today. You will live that your dream, your spouse shall live his/her dream, your children will live their dreams, your career shall live its dream, those that associate with you shall live their dreams.

			I decree that you shall not die prematurely, not even your spouse, not your children, not your career, not your dreams and visions. Do you know why? Because Jesus is enough and you belong to God! Don’t ever forget that you were bought with a prize. You are very special before the throne of God. You matter to God. You are very powerful. This is why you must understand that you are unstoppable. That is what it meant to be a child of the king. Because you have accepted him, because you have his spirit, because you have his seal of approval and because of the audacity of God’s grace, you can live your best life now by the special grace of God.

			



	

PART III 

SUMMARIES & ADDITIONAL 
READINGS FOR WHAT THE 
AUDACITY OF GOD’S GRACE 
COULD MEAN FOR YOU

			“The grace of God does not destroy human freedom, but renews and empowers it for partnership with God.”

			—Daniel Migliore

			Courage is grace under pressure

			—Ernest Hemingway

			



	

PART III 

SUMMARIES & ADDITIONAL 
READINGS OF WHAT THE 
AUDACITY OF GOD’S GRACE 
COULD MEAN FOR YOU

			“Happiness cannot be traveled to, owned, earned, worn or consumed. Happiness is the spiritual experience of living every minute with love, grace, and gratitude.”

			—Denis Waitley

			Ten Key Pointers For Daily Life & Un-situational Applications

			1.	Living our best life now is what God desire for our everyday life.

			2.	You can live your dreams today by the grace of God; it does not have to wait till the next ten or twenty years.

			3.	God has given you dominion. God is interested in our total welfare. God has our welfare at heart, and is always happier to see that we succeed and live in prosperity.

			4.	Many Church goers and professed Christians live a life of poverty and mediocrity, not because they didn’t want to live better, but because they never imagined living one.

			5.	You are powerful. Poverty is in the mind. In order to live our best life now, we must defeat the thoughts of doubt and assasinate the spirit of poverty and fear. Your thoughts are powerful and determine your actions. The thought of fear, never accomplish anything

			6.	Your Mind works like the ATM. Automate your mind to work success for your life and power it for action. Living your best life now begins with the God-factor and your thought factor.

			7.	Living a simple life is not a necessarily a sign of holiness. Go for big dreams and raise your expectations. You were not created for mediocrity. You can WIN big.

			8.	Many people live a pain-full life, fragmented and compartmentalized by multiplication of life struggles and difficulties because they are unguided by the grace of God. Remember that you don’t have to live this way.

			9.	The blessings and breakthrough you have been looking for is in obedience. Every time you obey God, blessings will follow. To live your best life now by the grace of God, you must maximize your God-given potentials because you are fearfully and wonderfully made, for God invested a lot in you at the time he created you.

			10.	To live our best lives now, we must learn to make necessary sacrifice, take necessary risks, make mistakes and learn from them and continue to think and dream big. The reason is this: we are serving the king of kings and we belong to God. We are God’s own. We are named by his name, and because the Lords name stands in for his purpose, and because we are created for his purpose, we stand to prosper and succeed in all of our endeavors aligned to the will and leadership of God. God holds the keys to every uncommon favors. He has the keys to uncommon blessings, and has got the one key that unlock every stronghold; the keys to every victory and promotion. For it is in God’s economy of grace that holds the keys that unleash every prosperity, and the keys to the fount of every blessings to attaining new heights.

			You Have God’s DNA

			Part of living our best life now, means that God has unleashed his grace in full measure to every direction we thread on without pre-conditions to all of us. This is why we were created in the first place! For God was at no obligation to create us, neither was he on a gun point to create men and women in his image. God, out of his love decided to create us in order to share love and grace in freedom. God could have created us to be identical to any other animal like monkeys, chimpanzee, or donkeys. But what the scriptures says is that God, because he wanted us to live our best lives now, because he has always had our welfare at heart, decided to create us—men and women in his image. To consolidate that, God decided to breath into us, his own breath of life, and also promoted us to having dominion above every other created thing. What this meant is that you are a very powerful person because you have the breath of God in you. You have God’s DNA. You belong totally to God. You can also create things; this is why we have invented cars, computers, and airplanes, which never existed when Jesus was here on earth. Because we have been gifted and highly favored in the economy of God’s grace, there is no height that we cannot attain that is humanly possible. This is why physicians like Ben Carlson can renegotiate and recreate conjoined twins successfully, all by the grace of God.

			The Law Of The Spirit Of Life

			In physics, there is a law of gravity which states that “whatever goes up must come down.” Everyone is affected by it. No one can just say, “I’m not going to believe in gravity anymore, I’m just going to float to work.” It just doesn’t happen. All, from the most powerful king to the poorest peasant, are all affected by this thing called gravity. It keeps us earth-bound. If you took all the space available to us, just on this planet, gravity confines us to a very limited fraction of a percentage of that space. We look up at the miles of atmosphere above us, but we can’t do anything with it. It’s just there. It is unusable space for us simply because gravity keeps us from inhabiting that realm. However, what the law of gravity negates was the possibility that what goes up can stay up, and that was the whole idea behind the law of aerodynamics on which airplanes were built. This law is our one way “out” for the law of gravity because the law of aerodynamic says (among other, more complicated things) that the law of gravity can be counteracted if given the right variables. Simplistically, it postulates that, if you combine the right shape with the right speed with the right weight, the law of aerodynamics will counteract the law of gravity and you will not fall to the ground. What a wonder! Flight is now a possibility in the human experience. However, this law also has the downside? The law of aerodynamics ceases to counteract the law of gravity when only one variable ceases to meet a certain requirement, and the object then comes crashing out of the sky to an ugly end.

			This is why we then step into this next law, which takes us from the natural, to the supernatural, and from the physical to the metaphysical. And this “law” (if we can properly follow its principle) overpowers and cancels the law of gravity and the law of aerodynamics that says certain requirements are needed to counteract gravity. Because we are promoted by the Lord of Lords, there is a power beyond the natural in operation that guides our promotional process every step of the way. It not only counters these other laws, it overpowers them, put them on hold and cancels them when in operation. Therefore, it is this better and an assuring law, that once you can have it on your side, then you can live your dream and go to places unstopped by either the law of gravity, or the law of aerodynamics, that I settle for. Why you should settle for this law is because it will guide you to living your best life now by the special grace of God. Interestingly enough, that law is found in the power of God’s word in (Romans 8:2) and is called “the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus” which has the ability to set men and women free from the laws of limitations and condemnation.

			The Operational Manual of Grace

			The operational manual of “the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus” is grace. It is a grace with audacity. It redeems, frees people, and enhances them to do extraordinary well in the goodness of God. Typically, laws are meant to bound people and to work like prescribed medicines. When you fail to take your prescribed medicine, what happens in return is that your maladies get intensified. In the legal system, laws judge and condemn people. It sets limitations on societies and what people can do in society.

			For instance, the traffic law requires that once it shows red light, you have to stop by all means for failure to do so will warrant death, auto accidents or penalties and fines. It is like going over the speed limit where the police cite you a traffic ticket for failing to observe the law that may help you to avoid causalities. While these laws are good, they all have limitations because sometimes people who have been powered to enforce them on others or to take the law and protect the interest of the populations may use them to your own disadvantage and thus, these laws inflict pain instead of joy. The laws made by men and societies are unsustainable for they change with time. Why they may aid your success now, they have many limitations because of their imperfections. The only law that can set people and populations free for life and banish them from life’s difficulties and fragmentations and enhance people to reach their everyday fullest abilities is the “law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus.”

			Why You Are Still Here And Alive

			The only reason why you are still alive now is because of the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus! It is for the sake of this law, the only law that sustains life that you are alive, are breathing this moment and well today. You are not having myocardial infarction right now because of the law of life powered by the Spirit of Christ Jesus. It is for the sake of this better law that you are not having dysrhythmias or irregularities of your heart right this minute. It is because of the “law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus” that you are not breathing with oxygen machines or are not dead even as you read this literature or blink right now.

			This same law is what facilitates your promotion and the maintainability of your successes and the progress of your life and household as they have been sustained by the highest God. Because of this law of grace—the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus, your heart is able to beat an average of 75 times a minute, 4500 times per hour, 108,000 (one (hundred and eight million per day, 3,240,000 (3 billion two hundred and forty million per month), seven days a week, and 365 days a year, without stopping to take a break or get some lunch. Because of the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus; your heart is able to pump between 7000 and 9000 liters of blood unstopped, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and 365 a year. Now, you can see that the grace of God works! It’s got power. It can change your life, your situations and everything that characterize you. The audacity of God’s grace can guarantee your success. You can live your best life even now by the mercy of God, because the audacity of God’s grace has the ability to promote you with good health. Because God has insulated you with the law of the “Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus”, and because the durability of your promotion depends on the personality of your promoter, your promotion will last forever when you accept Jesus as your Lord and personal savior and go for big things in life, because we have a God we can depend on. Do you know the warfare going on in your life and the battle that God has won for you? Do you know how many angels God has sent to guide your life and your resources every second?

			What The Audacity of God’s Grace Can Do For You

			The audacity of God’s grace is available to set you up and equip you for greater achievements and success in life. What you need to do is to raise your expectations and increase your determination. When you do, the audacity of God’s grace will cause men and women to notice your talents and abilities. It can cause your enemies to fear and respect you because of the God you serve. Because God has promoted you, you shall live your best life now for God’s favor shall persuade you. The goodness and mercy of Jehovah Jireh will pursue and sustain you on the continuum. When this happens, the goodness of people shall follow you. Everywhere you go, and everything you touch will prosper. Maybe you have lived beggary life before now, because you have not been able to maximize your potentials and be the person of power that God has created you to be. The good news from today is that the audacity of God’s grace shall evict you from that lifestyle and the neighborhood of poverty and life difficulties. When the audacity of God’s grace is doing work for you, you shall not lack any good thing that you need, because God will continue to promote you and provide things for you when you need them.

			What you must understand is this: when your promotion does not come from the laws with limitations, you shall stand promoted. If you can operate by the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus, you will be giving out good gifts to people. You will not be subjected to the prison of want; neither will you be influenced by the spirit of poverty. You will overcome those poor lifestyle choices and sins that the accuser of the brethren has lodged complaints against you. You are forgiven! When you follow the principles of the law of grace, men and women will come to you to seek wisdom and counsel from you and tap into your secret for success. The audacity of God’s grace will cause you to live and perform at the top. God will open every window of opportunity for your daily endeavors: It could happen in your business deals, in your career, in your marriage, in your ministry, in giving you the gifts of children and raising those children, and in your finances etc. If you do not have much now to achieve your goals and expand your dream, you don’t have to panic. Believe God, for help will come because God has approved your promotion, which is irreversible (Isaiah 49:15-25). If this is your wish, I ask that you recite these scriptures loudly and pray this prayer of agreement with me:

			Isaiah 64:4 For since the beginning of the world Men have not heard nor perceived by the ear, Nor has the eye seen any God besides You, Who acts for the one who waits for Him.

			 

			John 10:10 The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. (But) My purpose (Jesus purpose of coming to save you) is to give you a rich and satisfying life.

			The End: Just Believe & Pray Along With Me

			Lord I know that it has never fully entered into the minds of any man or women at any time in history what it is that you have prepared for me as I love you and wait for you. My most ecstatic dream cannot compare to what really lies ahead for me in your kingdom. But I know also, that you have made provision for every natural, economic, and human resources that I need to live at my best today, while I await your soon coming kingdom—the Commonwealth Assembly of Zion, the Wealthy Place. My greatest desires will be completely and fully satiated in you. The deepest longings of my heart will find their sweetest answers only in you. The deep well you are digging in my own life and in my heart is waiting anxiously to be filled with that wellspring of living water that springs up unto eternal life from you. Cleanse me Lord, every unjust behavior, every character flaws that has caused you betrayal and the people I have associated with. Promote me Lord, for I know that Heaven is not a state of mind. Heaven you are a literal place—you are real, and I’m going there, whatever it takes. I have no good thing apart from you Lord; for you have searched me and known me and know exactly what I need to live my best life now and a life of fullness, of abundance, of hope and healing and satisfaction. Come to me, my God, help me defeat and assassinate every spirit of poverty, of fear, of doubt, and of want that subject me in the prison of mediocrity. Open my eyes to the hope of my calling in you. Show me the paths of life where life’s opportunities abound; in wealth, fruitfulness and total supernatural increase; in health, joy and vitality, and a place of peace and praise. Help me Lord to show me the way to greatness, and strengthen me to do the walking in greatness and significance. Guide me Lord, to bring your presence to my home, to the church, my household, to my community and nation, and lead me in the things you have set aside as my inheritance that only I can obtain, and only through you, for it is my desire to live at my best life now because of the audacity of your grace. I take authority in your shed blood for me, to cancel every principality, power and systems that desire to keep me in the prison of mediocrity and want. Every spirit of falsehood that wants to keep me in limitation and captivity to not reach my God given and God-driven abilities, I destroy you today in the name of Jesus. I ask that every mind-set, every force, every knowledge, every wisdom or power, and every human or capital resource that will facilitate my success locate me beginning from today; from the East, from the West, from the South, and from the North. Grant me your Holy Spirit by your special grace oh God, and in the name of Jesus’ Christ my Lord and personal savior. I pray to live my best life now in your triune will Lord, dwell in your presence all the days of my life, and be a person of significance on earth as I await your soon return. AMEN.
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