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My
Story



 


 

The night
before we buried my father I discovered why my father had been so abusive to
me. I once saw my father throw a fork at my four-year-old sister, which hit her
in the face. Beatings were a normal occurrence at our house. At six years of
age I would wrap my closes in a towel and tie them to a stick like I saw hobos
do in the movies. I never made it past the end of the driveway; fear always
drove me back into that house. I found out recently from my sister the reason
my mother took us away was that my father had beaten my four-year-old sister
with a 2x4.


At 14 I was
forced to move back into my fathers house. He now was remarried and had 2 more children, one more came after I left home. My sister joined
us a short time later. The abuse continued just like it was so many years
before. I began running away again. Once I hitch hiked to California from
Seattle, only to get caught and returned to my father’s house. 


On one
occasion I was coming home from school and my father was in the driveway
holding his belt and slapping it against his leg. I knew what was coming but
didn’t know why. He beat me with his belt until I was curled up in a ball in
the grass with my father standing over me beating me.


The final
abuse for me was the day he threw my sister to the floor and sat on her back
and beat her with a 2x4 again. I never returned home again, I was 15. I sleep
for a couple of weeks in a barn during a snowstorm. Finally my friend’s
grandmother took me in and I stayed there until I was 18.


More than
anything else God wants us to know him. 
So many of us have a false understandings of
God and who He is.  We have
developed our image of the Father through our experiences with authoritative
figures and the emotional wounds they have inflicted on us, and other peoples
perception of what God is like. 
These images have hindered our desire to know the Father and develop an
intimate relationship with him.  For
many the relationship they have with their natural father has greatly effected
the way in which they relate to God the Father. 


For me my
picture of God the Father was the same as my natural father. I was convinced he
loved punishment and was always looking for me to mess up so he could beat me.
I surprisingly carried this view of God into the ministry with me. It wasn’t
until my 13th year as a pastor that God revealed his true nature to
me. I have never been the same, and will never be the same.


Back to
what I discovered after my father died. As family gathered at
my father’s house. I asked the question why my father had been so
abusive to my sister and I but not my half brother and sisters. My stepmother
told me the story. My father’s parents died when he was very young and was
raised by his grandparents. They died when he was 13. In his early youth he
contacted scarlet fever. The doctors told him that he could never have children
so when my mother became pregnant with me he thought she had an affair. Then
when my sister came he thought she did it again. So the abuse began. Now siting
looking at his urn I realized that he never thought I was his son. After
marrying my stepmother he had 3 more children. Now with 5 children I have
wondered if he ever did believe I was his son. I won’t know until after this
life is over.


After moving back in with my father and
stepmother I quickly made new friends and together we began experimenting with
drugs, I was in 9th grade. We began with marijuana but quickly moved
on to LSD, Mescaline, Heroin, and every other drug available at the time. My
favorite was speed, at first 1 pill would keep me awake 24 hours. As the
process progressed soon we were injecting the drugs with a needle. We called it
shooting up. Somehow I became the most proficient with shooting people up. I
became the keeper of the needles and spoons necessary to shoot up. Before long
I went from 1 pill a day to 250 per day shooting as many as 15 pills in one
syringe. Once I went on a binge and shot up for 7 days, going without sleep and
barely eating I began hallucinating and seeing demons attacking me. They would
sit on my chest and strangle me. Finally I shot up the last of my supply and
cleaned the syringe out and just fell asleep.


After this incident the demonic attacks
got worse, fear and hallucinations were part of my daily life and for the first
time I was not having fun anymore. I wanted out. I was living in a one-room
apartment with 10-15 other people. 


One night I was driving to my
girlfriend’s house while my roommates were out buying a large quantity of
drugs. Four blocks from her house my car ran out of gas. I pulled over and
began walking to her house. As I walked I found a dollar bill in a mud puddle
and took it to her house and set it out to dry.  While we are sitting in the living room
I heard a voice tell me to go to the gas station. I ignored it. The second time; it was louder and I asked my girlfriend who was talking,
she heard nothing. The third time is was a shout, which scared me so I got up
and started walking to the gas station. 
Three blocks from the station a car stops and a man asks me if I want a
ride. I tell the driver I am just going a few blocks and he says get in anyway.



As soon as I got in the car he asked me
if I knew who Jesus was. I knew Jesus from the movies
around Easter but no I didn’t know Jesus. He gave me a cartoon track which I
put in my pocket with my cigarettes and he began to tell my about Jesus. This
ride was only 3-4 blocks long but it made a big impact on my heart. Remember I
was sick of the drug life but didn’t know how to overcome my addiction or even
how to get out of the lifestyle. So I got my gas, which by the way was only $.25
cents per gallon and went home. My housemates were still out buying drugs so I
sat down and began to read the track. By the time I finished reading the track
I was on my knees asking Jesus to come live in my heart.  It was November of 1971 and I was 18 years
old. It was a day I will never forget. At the writing of this book I have
walked with Jesus for 42 years and I would never take back one day with Jesus.


When my roommates arrived home they came
to me to get the syringes and have me shoot them up. After asking Jesus into my
heart I had taken all the needles and thrown them into a field across the
street. So when I told them I just asked Jesus to come live in me and I threw
them away. Two of my friends threw me against a wall and made me go find them by
match light. Within a couple of weeks they kicked me out of the house.


A friend and I moved into a little house
a few weeks later. I had been a Christian for a month or so when I decided to
rob an empty house across the street. So I broke in and stole of all things a
big black bible, along with a few other things. The first bible I ever owned
was a stolen bible. What a way to start my new life in Christ. There was
something about this big black bible; I just could not stop reading it. I read
4-5 hours every single day. Now remember I am still on drugs still living with
addiction but I love Jesus and cannot stop reading my stolen bible. As I read
the bible the Holy Spirit began speaking to me. The first impression I had was
that I should stop smoking cigarettes, now this seems odd for those of you
reading this because it is totally illogical. Shouldn’t I stop sticking a
needle in my arm? To stop selling and taking other drugs? It would make sense
to quit these things first but it is not what the Holy Spirit asked me to do.
It took me about a month to finally quit smoking. Next came the needle, so I
stopped injecting drugs and just continued to eat and smoke them. Then came all
drugs except marijuana. Finally 9 months after asking Jesus into my life I gave
my marijuana water pipe away and that was it. I was free and completely off
drugs, no rehab just the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. I sometimes wonder
how proud the people whom I stole their bible would be once they realized that
their bible transformed my life and today having been a pastor for 35 years, a
missionary to the Philippines and teaching pastors from 26 different countries
made it worth the loss of their bible. I picture God giving them a reward for
giving up their bible. We will see when we all meet in heaven.


Next a few of my old friends came over
one night and needed a place to stay. I woke up to Police cars surrounding the
house. I am thinking someone told them I was growing marijuana in my
flowerbeds. They broke into the front door and handcuffed and arrested us all
for murder. Come to find out my friends had been in a car accident and killed a
man without knowing it and fled the scene, the driver got charged with
manslaughter and I was released since I wasn’t involved. This is where I
decided I needed to find a church. So I walked into downtown Kent saw a cute
girl walk into a church and just followed her in. They preached about some
woman and never said a word about Jesus so I just left in the middle of the
service. Finally I began attending a Nazarene Church. The Pastor and 2 other
men took an interest it me which I thought was odd. My
hair was almost to my waist; I wore a braided leather headband. A leather
jacket with fringes hanging from my arms and jeans covered in patches and
rabbit fur. I wasn’t the kind of person Christian’s befriend. Pastor Arthur
Fish became my first pastor, he took interest in me
and began mentoring me. Also two other men helped to mentor me and are still
friends to this day. Joe Fouraker and Ernie Woodword, both of these men made my new life in Christ
understandable. After a year of so in my first church Joe and Ernie left and
went to another church. I met a girl at the lake and asked her out. She said
that she would go out with me if I would come to church with her. So I did and
guess what both Joe and Ernie were going to this same church. Faith Tabernacle
became my new home church. Slowly my look began to change, the pants with fur
and patched changed to jeans. The hair finally came off,
I was starting to look like a Christian. I’m still reading my stolen bible,
praying everyday and working on memorizing a chapter of the bible every week.
All this took two years. But now I am free, in love with Jesus and growing in
my faith.


Shortly after starting at Faith
Tabernacle they started a bible school, I loved it. Today most of the kids that
went to the bible school are in ministry and we now have experienced a 40-year
relationship with many of the students. The school at Faith Tabernacle was only
a one-year school so I decided to go to Seattle Bible School. One day sitting
in class this beautiful redhead asked if she could sit next to me. Soon we were
dating and by spring we had left school and married a few months later. This
began my ministry phase of life.


Ministry 


While in bible school I started helping
another student who was pastoring a small church in a community called Selleck. I went and helped him in anyway way I could. After
a year the pastor took another church and the leaders of the Selleck church asked me if I would become their pastor. I
wasn’t ready for that yet. My pastor confirmed that with me and one year later
he came to me and asked me if I was interested in taking the Selleck church. I spent two years there, leading worship,
playing guitar and preaching. We started with 6 people and left with 30 in
attendance. Next I accepted a position as youth Pastor under George Watkins at
a church in Mt. Vernon. I was there for a year and a half. They were some of
the most fruitful and learning years of ministry for me. George Watkins is one
of the greatest preachers I have ever heard. He taught me how to minister to
people and took the time to mentor me. I will always be grateful for George and
Arlis Watkins, we are still great friends. By this
time we now have two children.


I took a step of faith and tried to
pioneer a church for the foursquare denomination. It lasted 9 months and
folded. I realized I am not a church planter. Next I ended up the janitor in my
home church: Faith Tabernacle. It was a difficult period of life as I was
dealing with my own ego going from pastoring to cleaning toilets.


After two years of cleaning the church I
was vacuuming the foyer one Sunday afternoon, I was crying and calling out to
God asking when will I pass from an apprentice to a Journeyman in His kingdom.
I so wanted to be in ministry that my heart was broken. That day I told God if
he wanted me to be a church janitor for the rest of my life I would do it I
gave it all to God. This was around 3:00 in the afternoon. In the evening
service, we had a guest speaker from Australia, his name was Al Furey. In the
middle of his sermon he pointed at me in the audience and asked me to come to
the platform. He then told me word for word what I had prayed that afternoon
and said, “today you will serve God as a journeyman in
the kingdom of God. Nine months later my family and I moved to the Philippines
as missionaries over 500 churches. My children were 3 and 5 years old, I had
just turned 30. The Philippines was were I learned to preach and also where I
discovered my true calling which is to teach the Word of God in simplicity. By
the end of the first year I started teaching in Pastor’s conferences and bible
schools. We spent 3 years there, I loved it and
couldn’t believe it when we felt the call of God to come home to the US.


We pastored a church in eastern
Washington for a few years then moved to Texas and pastored there for nearly 12
years. We loved Texas, the culture, the food and the people were wonderful.
Again, we were shocked when God said it’s time to go. The next 4 years were the
hardest years of my life. We came home to Washington thinking we had a church
to pastor and then they choose another man. Thus began a period I call “four
years of hell”. But it was also the four years of hell that changed me into the
person I am today. During the first 2 years I could not find work of any kind.
My wife Barbara found a job at Zales. We went from a
successful pastorate to losing everything. We couldn’t even afford a place to
live so I am living with my son and his wife while my wife is living with my
daughter and her family. There wasn’t room for both of us. This put a huge
strain on our marriage. We also found ourselves on the other side of the
pulpit. It was a shock sitting in the pew and hating everything I did from the
pulpit. Long sermons, hype, pressure for money and the pretense of how anointed
I was. It was sickening. I made a decision right there sitting in the pew, “I
will never do church that way again”. After four years a Pastor took a chance on
me. I was hired by Real Life Church as the Executive Pastor. Steve and Tina
Murray were a tremendous blessing to Barb and I and still are. We are extremely
grateful for the ministry time we had together and the friendship we have
developed. Steve Murray is one of my primary mentors and guys I go to when I
need a pastor. Two years later we took a little Baptist church of 30 people
with a dream to build a multi-ethnic and cross cultural church, and to try to
do church different. Several years later we have one of the most diverse groups
of people in the Seattle region. What a great church.


Now 43 years later Jesus is as precious
to me as the first day we met. But this is really just the beginning of the
story. Next is how I discovered the love of the Father, which changed my world
forever. Now when people say my name it is always associated with teaching the
Heart of the Father.
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Meeting
The Father



 


 

While working as the janitor of the
church my wife and I tried to buy a house. My wife had prayed for fourteen
years to own her own house. We went to be pre-qualified so we knew what price
range we could afford. The only neighborhood we could afford to buy a house in
was the most crime ridden housing development in the
county. So we began looking at mobile homes and soon discovered we could not
even afford a manufactured home. Following this my wife just lost hope
launching her into a deep depression. She would just lay
in bed all day and was lost to the world. She stopped going to church and just
plain shut down. After several months of this the pastor came to me and told me
that if things did not change he would have to let me go from my job. I began
to pray, really pray. 


Because of my relationship with my
father and the abuse at his hands my image of God the father was non-existent
at best. I loved and related to Jesus but the Father was just someone who
watched for me to make mistakes or sin and then beat me with some kind of
suffering or problem.   So when
I prayed I really didn’t believe God would answer me. I had father issues and
they kept me from fully committing myself to him.


In the beginning I came up with a plan.
I would do all the things that God would expect from me. Later I would discover
it was my plan not God’s. First I thought she just needed the Word of God, I
would wait until she went to sleep then lay down
beside the bed and quietly read the bible out loud. Nothing changed, should I
be surprised? Next I waited until she was asleep and took some vegetable oil
and anointed her forehead by applying the oil in the form of a cross. Nothing.
Now I am laying again beside her bed as she sleeps and
I would quietly speak in tongues and intercede for her. Funny
how I always waited until she was asleep. I was afraid of how she would
react. I pleaded the blood, used the name of Jesus and even tried casting out
devils. Nothing worked. I’m becoming desperate for answers for a solution but
nothing is coming. In desperation I cried out to God one last time. What I
heard was so alarming I actually said, “I rebuke you Satan”. God said, “bring
her flowers home every day for one week”. Surely this had to be my flesh or the
devil, God would never use something so natural but I had tried all the
spiritual stuff to no avail. With no other choice I conceded and bought one
flower and brought it home the first day. Barbara just turn
over in bed and ignored me. The second day was the same response. The third day
I thought hey lets speed up this process. I brought home two bouquets of
flowers. My wife looked at me and said in an angry voice, “you are spending too
much money”. So much for the flowers working. Day four
and five was the same. On day six God showed up.


My pastor arranged for us to see a
counselor who was speaking at a church in our area. We meet him in a restaurant
in public. I have a crazy wife and we are going to be counseled in public. Oh
boy! I am expecting this preacher to begin asking me all the questions that a
counselor would ask but he didn’t. He began to talk about the Father in a way I
have never heard. Soon I was crying so hard my lips were shaking, tears are
flowing freely and I am making that blubbery sound. I’m in public and I don’t
care, I have never met this God before and I am smitten. He tells us how much
God loves us, how He sent Jesus to die so we would not have to. He talked about
the Father like he was his friend not the mean old God with the thunder bolts
in his hand. His God was different from the one I knew, kind, loving and
gentle. I could not stop crying, people are staring and I can’t stop crying. 


The man begins to tell a story of a
little girl who goes to heaven and is playing with God the Father. The Father
has her on his shoulders and is skipping through a field. I thought God skips?
Well maybe I have done that with my daughter. Then the Father is rolling on the
ground with the little girl tickling her and they are laughing. God laughs.
Really now come on. Yet I have done that with my daughter also. I guess this is
stuff fathers do with their little girls. Then the Father lifts her on his
shoulders and takes her to the center of the field where a single flower is
standing radiant and beautiful and he reaches down, picks the flower and hands
it to the little girl. All of a sudden Barbara bursts into tears the depression
just lifted, it was gone in a moment without counseling without all the
spiritual stuff. Just a simple revelation of who the Father really is did it.
Free!


What just happened here? I just met the
Father for the first time in my 13 years as a pastor. One the way home I asked
my wife what was it that made the change. She said that when the Father gave
the girl the flower she knew only God could have spoken to me to bring her
flowers home everyday for a week. When the house deals fell through she thought
God did not love her anymore and she just gave up. This day God proved to her
that he loved her by sending her flowers.


Ten years later Barbara found a lump in
her breast. The doctors took tests and told her she had an aggressive form of
cancer. She left the doctors office and stopped by the store on the way home.
As she came into the store an employee stopped her and said, “I been waiting
here all day asking God who to give this flower to and he told me to give it to
you. When I came home from the office I asked Barb
what the doctor had said. She replied, “the doctor said I’m going to die” then
holding up the flower in a little cup she said, “but God said I’m going to
live”.


Now after 25 years I still tear up when
I tell this story. I have taught this topic to pastors from 26 different
countries. I still get emotional each time I teach it. 


If you haven’t met him yet, don’t you
think its time? He’s waiting for you. 
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God
is a Spirit



 

Our perception of God is shaped by our
image of our natural fathers and by the teachings from the old
testament. It is interesting to me how much emphasis we put on the Old
Testament since first it is the OLD Testament and we have a NEW Testament.
Secondly the Old was a covenant given from God to
Moses who gave it to the nation of Israel ONLY, and the NEW is founded by Jesus
himself. We seem to study what God told Moses to tell Israel more than what
Jesus told the church.


So our
image of God the Father has been shaped by a misunderstanding
of the covenants given to man. The Church was given the New Covenant not
the old.  These things distort our
view of the Father.


How did Paul
go from being a zealot of the law killing new believers to someone who know God
as ABBA?


When was
the last time you re-examined what you believe in light of your spiritual growth.
Or is it easier to just go on and continue to believe and  preach the same old stuff. 


Do we want
to stay where we are because we are afraid people will no longer respect us if
we admit we had got it wrong somewhere? Or that we like the control we have
over the people and to change would cause us to lose that control?


Read the
Bible in context. We cannot get good doctrine without reading the bible in
Context. Once I began reading in context I had to throw out many sermons
because they had nothing to do with the text I was reading from.


As we begin
the study of the “heart of the Father” may God open your eyes to see him as Jesus wanted us to.


Nature determines how one acts and
reacts to different situations. To know the Father we must first know and understand
his nature. 


Doctrine for me must have a purpose in
the practical. If doctrine does not affect ones daily life it is merely a
belief which neither produces life or change. Doctrine should always change our
hearts and our behavior. Knowing that God is ever and always present gives me
confidence that His presence is always available to us. No matter what time it
is or what we have done wrong. God is always there.


Omnipresent
– God is everywhere present


God is everywhere present at the same time, this is because God is a spirit. He is unlimited by
space or time. God fills both heaven and earth and he can live in us and fill
heaven at the same time. Since He is a spirit he is not bound by physical
hindrances.


Acts 17:28 


28 For in him we
live and move and exist. As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.


Jeremiah 23:24 


24 Can anyone hide
from me in a secret place? Am I not everywhere in all the heavens and earth?”
says the Lord. 


I first learned this as a doctrine in
bible school. It was just a doctrine. Information that
explained why God can be everywhere at the same time. What difference
does it make if God can be everywhere at the same time, how does that affect
me? 


Before my mother took us away I began
experiencing tremedous fear especially at night. I stopped sleeping and would
wander the house for hours while everyone slept. I still suffer with insomnia.
The reason for this fear was that I thought there were monsters in the house. I
felt tormented as these feelings of monsters would
follow me around the house. The good thing was that monsters could only be in
one place at one time.


When I was in my mid twenties I was a
youth pastor under George Watkins. During my time there I would be attacked by
these monsters which I realized were some form of
demons. They had followed me since childhood. One night I awoke to one standing
beside my bed. Fear shot through me like electricity. I began rebuking the
demon and it just stood there. I continued to yell at this thing and he just
stood there. One Sunday George preached a sermon out of Psalms 118:6 called I
will not fear. George began his message simply by saying
“I will not fear” for 10 minutes. He said nothing else during that 10 minutes. Something clicked inside me, I will not
fear. That evening the spirit appeared to me again and I immediately was
overcome by fear. Then out of my belly rose the words, “the Lord is on my side
I will not fear”. 


Why would I fear a being that can only
be in one place at one time when God is everywhere present with me at all times
everyplace I go. 


There is no place man
can flee from the presence of God. A common doctrine today is that Hell is a
place that is absent of the presence of God. The word “grave” in Psalms 139 is
translated Hell in the Hebrew. If God is truely everywhere at the same time
then this doctrine contradicts God’s nature. Have you ever thought how
miserable hell would be if one could feel God but be cut off from the enjoyment
of that presence. That to me would be hell.


Psalm 139:7–12  


7 I can never
escape from your Spirit! I can never get away from your presence! 8 If
I go up to heaven, you are there; if I go down to the grave, you are there. 9 If
I ride the wings of the morning, if I dwell by the farthest oceans, 10 even
there your hand will guide me, and your strength will support me. 11 I
could ask the darkness to hide me and the light around me to
become night— 12 but even in darkness I
cannot hide from you. To you the night shines as bright as day. Darkness and
light are the same to you. 


Finally doctrine made sense to me. God
is always with me, living inside me. I am full of his presence and no longer
does fear have a hold on me. I am free from fear because God is omnipresent. 


Omniscient
- God is all knowing:


The practicality of this doctrine is
that God knows everything about everything. We all know people who think they
know everything about everything but only God really does. So  His directions to us are always
for our good and are always the right thing for us. God knows us and knows what
we need so he works out everything according to his will because he can see
into our future and make decisions that will affect us later. This is why
learning to trust God in our daily lives is so important. God can see what we
cannot. God is all knowing, because he is a spirit and fills all things; he
also knows all things. God has perfect wisdom, perfect knowledge and perfect
understanding. There is nothing hidden from the eyes of God. He sees every
thought every action and every motive. 



Proverbs 15:3 


3 The Lord is watching everywhere, keeping his
eye on both the evil and the good. 


1 Corinthians 3:20 


20 And again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise; he
knows they are worthless.” 


1 John 3:20 


20 Even if we feel
guilty, God is greater than our feelings, and he knows everything. 


In my first year of bible school every
student was given the opportunity to preach in front of the class. I was
extremely shy and during school would always find a way to get out of sharing
in front of a class. I grew up as the shortest kid in my class so I formed an insecurity about being in front of people early on. Now I
am suppose to get up in front of the whole class and actually preach a sermon.
I was given the story of Sampson. I studied and wrote out my notes
which were really simple. When I got up in front of the class I froze, I
just read my notes without looking up. Point number 1, number 2 and so on. The
whole sermon lasted two minutes and the entire class started laughing. So much
for being called to the ministry. Yet for some reason I knew God called me. At
the end of the year each student went to have a talk with the dean. He asked me
what I wanted to do with my life. I said, “I want to be a pastor”. He responded
that he didn’t think God called me and that I should find another career. In
our youth service the next week the youth pastor opened with 1 Thessalonians
5:24 which says “faithful is he who calls you who also
will do it”. KJV


He had each person repeat the verse. I
was somewhere in the middle of the group so by the time it was my turn to
repeat it I had memorized it. If God called me then he would give me the
ability to speak in front of people. 


God knows everything about everything,
therefore his directions and callings are always for our good and he will work
out everything for our good. As I write this I am in my 36th year as
a pastor. It looks like God knew more than my bible school dean.


Omnipotent
- God is all powerful:


God is all powerful,
there is nothing impossible for him. He is the creator of the universe and all
that is. He merely speaks and the worlds are formed. There is no power in heaven
or earth greater than his power. This power enables and equips us to fulfill
his will.


Jeremiah 32:17  


17 “O Sovereign Lord! You made the heavens and earth by
your strong hand and powerful arm. Nothing is too hard for you! 


Revelation 15:3 


3 And they were
singing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb: “Great
and marvelous are your works, O Lord God, the Almighty. Just and true are your
ways, O King of the nations. 


Colossians 1:9–12 


9 So we have not
stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. We ask God to give you
complete knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual wisdom and
understanding. 10 Then the way you live will always honor and
please the Lord, and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit. All the
while, you will grow as you learn to know God better and better. 11 We
also pray that you will be strengthened with all his glorious power so you will
have all the endurance and patience you need. May you be filled with joy, 12 always
thanking the Father. He has enabled you to share in
the inheritance that belongs to his people, who live in the light. 


When I was a teenager and on drugs we
would smoke some marijuana and take an electrical cord cut one end and peel
back the insulation to expose the wires then plug it in and take a wire in each
hand. Wow we thought that was power, we did so many stupid things. We thought
money was power, good looks was power. Adam and Eve saw power when the serpent
told them if they would eat the fruit they could be like God. Man has always
tried to be like God, he pretends to have power but only God truly has power. 


How are we suppose
to follow the will of God for our lives. It is God’s mighty power
which enables us and equips us so we can in his plan for our lives. 


I have been asked several times a really
stupid question. “If God is all powerful then can he make a rock so big he
cannot pick it up”. Some questions are just so stupid
there isn’t an answer for them. God is all powerful!


The next one isn’t in the theology
books.


God
is love


Yes it is his nature,
he is a God of love. We usually leave this one out of this list of attributes.
Yet the scripture clearly states that God is love. Therefore, this attribute
must be added. God is love and everything he does in regards to man is all
because of his love for us. Therefore, everything God asks us to do will be the
best thing for our lives. His love will always bring blessing and fruitfulness
in us.


1 John 4:7–9 


7 Dear friends,
let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves
is a child of God and knows God. 8 But anyone who does not love
does not know God, for God is love. 9 God showed how much he
loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have
eternal life through him. 


1 John 4:17–18 


17 And as we live
in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because
we live like Jesus here in this world. 18 Such love has no
fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of
punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect love.



2 Timothy 1:7 


7 For God has not
given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and
self-discipline. 


Through my relationship with my father I
developed a belief that God was a mean ogre who sat in a huge throne with
lightning bolts shooting overhead with loud claps of thunder. I pictured the
Father sitting in on the edge of this big throne looking down at us and just
waiting for us to sin so he could thump us or punish us. My vision of the
Father was that he enjoyed the torture and torment of sinners. This brought
fear, so I had a great loving relationship with Jesus but was afraid of the
Father. I wouldn’t call him father he was just GOD to me. All caps no lower
case mean and harsh. 


It wasn’t until after I discovered the
true father that day in the restaurant and learned that Jesus came because God really  loved me
that I was able to begin to develop a relationship with him. One
without fear, without guilt. Jesus paid the complete price for my sin and
took God’s anger on himself so I could have my relationship restored with the
Father. 


So for many years every time something
bad happened to me I thought it was God’s discipline or punishment for
something I did. 


Romans 5:8–10


8 But God showed
his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still
sinners. 9 And since we have been made right in God’s sight by
the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 10 For
since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we
were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son.


God demonstrated his love for us through
the death of his son Jesus and our friendship with the Father was restored. So
why do we always blame him when something goes wrong in our life? Didn’t Jesus
warn us that there would have trials and problems? Life on earth is full of ups
and downs. God is not the author of the ups not the downs. Now some of you
don’t believe what I just said.


I teach in a school for Spanish speaking
pastors and every class I get asked the same question, “what about God’s
judgment”? One pastor told us of a beach in his country of Ecuador where they
were building a nude beach and a few days before it opened a storm came and
wiped it out. He asked, “wasn’t that God protecting us from sin?” If that was
God and He is not a respecter of people and He is just and true then what about
the nude beaches in the rest of the world? Wouldn’t He
have to destroy them all? Now don’t get all fuzzy on me I do believe in the
judgment of God but most of it aimed at people is in Revelations. Most of what
happens here on earth is the principle of sowing and reaping. There is a
consequence to sin and if you sow to sin you will reap death.


So we must settle this issue in our
hearts today. If God proved he loved us by sending Jesus then we must never
question whether the Father loves us again. 


God proved it. Jesus settled it. God
loves me this I know for the bible tells me so.
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GOD is a Good
God



 

As a child I believed my father hated me
and for me his actions proved it. After my mother left my father we moved into
someone’s basement. My mom hung sheets from the ceiling around in different
places to create rooms. During this time I woke up one night and saw my father
and his best friend in a fight. The police came and took him away,
I didn’t see him again for several years. Within a couple of years my mother
remarried and we moved out of the basement and into an apartment. What I
remember most about this time was the pet skunk. Yep I said skunk. Why we had a
skunk in the house is beyond me. He slept under my bed and only came out at
night and my mom finally gave him to the zoo in Seattle.  This is when I learned to steal. Both my
mother and stepfather worked at a grocery store. So I would go in and steal
office supplies. Tape, paper notebooks all the things
I needed to play office. One day they found my stash and made me go to the
manager and admit to stealing and give it all back to the store. 


This is where I began to believe that no
one loved me. That no one was good. I loved my mother but she was not an
emotional or affectionate person. 
My father left me, my new father was a stern
disciplinarian so the whippings continued. How could God be good if no one
around me was good? Matthew understood what I am talking about. Jesus told him
that there is no one good except God the Father. I wish I would have understood
that the first several years I was a pastor. In the back of my head I always
believed Jesus was good but not God the Father. He was mean
and killed people just for spite. At least that is what I thought. 


Matthew 19:17 


17 “Why ask me
about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One
who is good. But to answer your question—if you want to receive eternal
life, keep the commandments.” 


The definition of goodness is: Moral
Goodness and kindness.  There is
only one who is good.  The Bible
teaches that God is good.  Only God
is inherently and totally good.  God
in his nature is totally good, in him there is no
evil.  Therefore, all that God does
is good.  We many times cannot
understand why bad things happen. 
If God is good then why does he allow bad things to happen to good people.  But the
Word of God teaches that all things work out for good to those who love God. Therefore
we must trust that God knows what is best for us. Goodness is part of the
character and nature of God. He is morally good and kind. Therefore all his
acts are good. 


Because God is morally good, He cannot
commit evil. Now the old testament implies that God
does evil. It is not evil which God does in the OT but rather Justice. Since He
is totally good and pure his justice must fulfill his goodness.


This is why the old
testament seems like God is doing evil. But it is God’s justice working
to fulfill his righteous standard. Jesus came and paid the price with his blood
to fulfill God’s Justice and release grace and mercy to us.


Galatians 6:4–7 


4 Pay careful
attention to your own work, for then you will get the satisfaction of a job
well done, and you won’t need to compare yourself to anyone else. 5 For
we are each responsible for our own conduct. 6 Those who are
taught the word of God should provide for their teachers, sharing all good
things with them. 7 Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the
justice of God. You will always harvest what you plant. 


God’s
Justice is Satisfied In Christ


So there it it. God’s justice is satisfied in Jesus Christ. This is
why we see a change in the way God acts from the Old to the New Testament.
God’s justice has been satisfied in Jesus.


2 Peter 1:1–2 


This letter is from Simon Peter, a slave
and apostle of Jesus Christ. I am writing to you who share the same precious
faith we have. This faith was given to you because of the justice and fairness
of Jesus Christ, our God and Savior. 2 May God give you more
and more grace and peace as you grow in your knowledge of God and Jesus our
Lord. 


God’s grace comes from his goodness
because God is morally and totally good his favor is released to us through the
sacrifice of Jesus. 


Romans 5:20–21 


20 God’s law was
given so that all people could see how sinful they were. But as people sinned
more and more, God’s wonderful grace became more abundant. 21 So
just as sin ruled over all people and brought them to death, now God’s
wonderful grace rules instead, giving us right standing with God and resulting
in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Romans 6:14–15 


14 Sin is no longer
your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of the law. Instead,
you live under the freedom of God’s grace. 15 Well then, since
God’s grace has set us free from the law, does that mean we can go on sinning?
Of course not! 


Next we see that God’s mercy is given
because of his goodness. By the time I was in sixth grade I was being spanked
or from my perspective beat sometimes 2 or 3 times a day. All because I did not
do something right. No mercy, no goodness just disciple. This was my picture of
God, it was my reality at home so why wouldn’t God be
this way too?


Ephesians 2:2–5 


2 You used to live
in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander
of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of
those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us used to live that
way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By
our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else. 4 But
God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even
though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ
from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) 


Titus 3:4–6 


4 But—“When
God our Savior revealed his kindness and love, 5 he saved us,
not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He
washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy
Spirit. 6 He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through
Jesus Christ our Savior. 7 Because of his grace he declared us
righteous and gave us confidence that we will inherit eternal life.” 


Hebrews 4:14–16 


14 So then, since
we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let
us hold firmly to what we believe. 15 This High Priest of ours
understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testing’s we do, yet
he did not sin. 16 So let us come boldly to the throne of our
gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help
us when we need it most. 


God’s Goodness leads to his Justice.
Jesus fulfilled God’s Justice by taking our sins and nailing them to a tree,
forever sealing them. Jesus replaced the penalty demanded by God’s justice with
his sacrifice and in return he gave us his undeserved favor (Grace) and his
mercy (pardon) for guilt of our sins. All that is good comes from God. 


James 1:16–18 


16 So don’t be
misled, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Whatever is good and
perfect comes down to us from God our Father, who created all the lights in the
heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow. 18 He
chose to give birth to us by giving us his true word. And we, out of all creation,
became his prized possession. 


Matthew 7:7–11  


7 “Keep on asking,
and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep
on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone
who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 9 “You
parents—if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a
stone instead? 10 Or if they ask for a fish, do you give them a
snake? Of course not! 11 So if you sinful people know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give
good gifts to those who ask him. 


Sadly I did not learn all this until I
was nearly 30 years old. 
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God is Faithful



 

In Junior High School things really began
to change for me. I rebelled like most kids but I took my rebellion to the next
level. All my life I was the shortest kid in class. In High School I was five
foot one inch and 102 pounds. In 7th and 8th grade I hid almost
every recess. There was a large group of bullies who if they could catch you
would take you out into the woods and strip you in front of all the girls and
hang your underwear and pants in the top of a tree. The teachers wouldn’t help, no one would so I just stayed close to the office for
2 years. My mother and stepfather moved us to Vashon Island when I was in sixth
grade. My stepdad came from a big farm in Oregon. Once we moved to Vashon my
parents started building a ranch of sorts. We had ducks, geese and chickens. A couple of goats and 10-12 horses and pit bull terrors, correction
terriers.  We once had 19
dogs at one time. Twelve puppies got loose one day and I came home to a
slaughter. The puppies had killed all the chickens, ducks sand geese and one full grown female pit bull. My pet duck was barely alive and
I had to go out and kill it with a bat. I cried for a long time. Every weekend
was a work day mending fences cleaning barns feeding
all the animals. I hated this life, I played office not old McDonald had a
farm. No time for friends, although I only had one. It was in Junior High that
I learned no one would ever be faithful to me. No one would stay my friend.
This again was my picture of God the Father. God declares himself to be
faithful. 


Faithfulness is defined as trustworthy,
loyal, reliable, true to ones word. To be dependable.
This was a trait I certainly didn’t have nor had I
seen it in anyone else with the exception of my stepfather. He was an honest
man with clear convictions who kept his word. He wasn’t a church goes then
although now he is devoted to God.


Deuteronomy 7:9 


9 Understand,
therefore, that the Lord your God
is indeed God. He is the faithful God who keeps his covenant for a thousand
generations and lavishes his unfailing love on those who love him and obey his
commands. 


This stresses the fact that God keeps
his promises; he does not abandon his people if they remain faithful to him.
“You can trust him to keep his covenant and steadfast love to you no matter
what happens in life.


God will be faithful even when we are not.
If we deny God he will deny us but even when we are unfaithful his faithfulness
remains because it is part of his nature. God cannot be unfaithful.


2 Timothy 2:11–13


11 This is a
trustworthy saying: If we die with him, we will also live with him. 12 If
we endure hardship, we will reign with him. If we deny him, he will deny us. 13 If
we are unfaithful, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny who he is. 


Most often we see faithfulness in
connection with God himself. Because God is faithful, he can be trusted
completely to carry out his commitments to us in Christ. 


1 Corinthians 1:7–9  


7 Now you have
every spiritual gift you need as you eagerly wait for the return of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 8 He will keep you strong to the end so that you
will be free from all blame on the day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns. 9 God
will do this, for he is faithful to do what he says, and he has invited you
into partnership with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Psalm 36:5 


5 Your unfailing
love, O Lord, is as vast as the
heavens; your faithfulness reaches beyond the clouds. 


Psalm 89:1–2 


1 I will sing of
the Lord’s unfailing love forever!
Young and old will hear of your faithfulness. 2 Your unfailing
love will last forever. Your faithfulness is as enduring as the heavens. 


Psalm 119:89–90  


89 Your eternal
word, O Lord, stands firm in
heaven. 90 Your faithfulness extends to every generation, as
enduring as the earth you created. 


This is one of the greatest promises we
have.  That God would promise to be
faithful to us when we are being tempted to sin. God declares himself faithful to
deliver us from temptation. Even in the most difficult of times God promises to
be faithful to us. What he does not promise is to take us out of the problem
but he will be there with us and take us through the problem. Look at what Paul
says about temptation.


1 Corinthians 10:10–13  


10 And don’t
grumble as some of them did, and then were destroyed by the angel of death. 11 These
things happened to them as examples for us. They were written down to warn us
who live at the end of the age. 12 If you think you are
standing strong, be careful not to fall. 13 The temptations in
your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He
will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are
tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure. 


God will not allow his Faithfulness to
fail. God is faithful, He promises to keep his Word and not to allow any of his
faithfulness to fail. It is impossible for God to forget his promise to us.
Learning to trust God is hard. Once we understand that God is good and does
good, that he is completely faithful to do for us what he promised to do. This
understanding creates trust which is another way to
say faith. Our faith in God increases our trust increases when we learn that
God is faithful by nature. 


Psalm 89:30–35 


30 But if his
descendants forsake my instructions and fail to obey my regulations, 31 if
they do not obey my decrees and fail to keep my commands, 32 then
I will punish their sin with the rod, and their disobedience with beating. 33 But
I will never stop loving him nor fail to keep my promise to him. 34 No,
I will not break my covenant; I will not take back a single word I said. 35 I
have sworn an oath to David, and in my holiness I cannot lie.


Wow this is one of my favorite verses.
God promises to be faithful to me even when I disobey and sin.
Now there is a consequence to sin but God promises to never fail in keeping his
promise to us and he will never stop loving us. Did you hear that no matter
what you do God will never stop loving you or being
faithful to you. This truth changed my life.


Lamentations 3:18–23


18 I cry out, “My
splendor is gone! Everything I had hoped for from the Lord is lost!” 19 The thought of my
suffering and homelessness is bitter beyond words. 20 I will
never forget this awful time, as I grieve over my loss. 21 Yet
I still dare to hope when I remember this: 22 The faithful love of the Lord
never ends! His mercies never cease. 23 Great is his
faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning. 


God's mercy is new and fresh every
morning.  Each day we start fresh
with the Lord. The faithfulness of God is what releases strength and protection
from the attacks of the enemy.  God
is faithful to us and will not allow us to fail.  Even tho we go through difficult times
God will not fail us.


2 Thessalonians 3:1–5 


Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we
ask you to pray for us. Pray that the Lord’s message will spread rapidly and be
honored wherever it goes, just as when it came to you. 2 Pray,
too, that we will be rescued from wicked and evil people, for not everyone is a
believer. 3 But the Lord is faithful; he will strengthen you
and guard you from the evil one.* 4 And
we are confident in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to do the
things we commanded you. 5 May the Lord lead your hearts into a
full understanding and expression of the love of God and the patient endurance
that comes from Christ. 


God told us that he was not a man that
he could lie. But what he had spoken surely would come
to pass.  God is faithful to his
promises. Not only is God faithful to keep his promises but
he is also faithful to forgive us of sin if we will come to him and confess it.
When we sin we are often surrounded by feelings of guilt or unworthiness and
this tends to make us hide from God just like Adam and Eve did. God wants just
the opposite from us. Jesus satisfied the justice and the wrath of God so when
we sin he has promised to forgive us and cleanse us from that sin. Yet again
God declares that he will be faithful to us.


1 John 1:7–9 


7 But if we are
living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each
other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8 If
we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the
truth. 9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 


Since Jesus was faithful to the cross he
is able to understand our sufferings and help us when we need him. He has
become a faithful high Priest to help us to God. So not only is God faithful to
forgive us but we have Jesus who is able to understand why we do the things we
do and help us to overcome them. 


Hebrews 2:17–18  


17 Therefore, it
was necessary for him to be made in every respect like us, his brothers and
sisters, so that he could be our merciful and faithful High Priest before God.
Then he could offer a sacrifice that would take away the sins of the people. 18 Since
he himself has gone through suffering and testing, he is able to help us when
we are being tested.


I told you the story of when my teacher
told me I would not be a good pastor and how our youth pastor read this
scripture and had us repeat it over and over until it became part of me. May
this scripture stir your faith. What ever God asks you
to do he will be faithful to make it happen.


1 Thessalonians 5:24 


24 God will make
this happen, for he who calls you is faithful. 


The present tense of the participle καλῶν (“the one calling”) stresses that God
does not merely call Christians once and then leave them on their own. Instead
God continues to call the followers of Christ to salvation. Mention of God’s
faithfulness by Paul is intended to assure the Thessalonians that God will not
reject them or withdraw the call directed to them. 


The next scripture is a parable that
Jesus gave but to really understand it we must first understand the context
behind the parable. So lets look at context first. Jesus begins by talking
about his return. No one knows when he will return so it is wise to be ready.
He gives an illustration of a burglar. If you knew when someone was planning to
rob your house you would make sure you were there to stop him.


Now from this context Jesus begins to
talk about being a faithful servant.


Matthew 24:35–51 


Heaven and earth will disappear, but my
words will never disappear. “However, no one knows the day or hour when these
things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the
Father knows. “When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s
day. In those days before the flood, the people were enjoying banquets and
parties and weddings right up to the time Noah entered his boat. People didn’t
realize what was going to happen until the flood came and swept them all away.
That is the way it will be when the Son of Man comes. “Two men will be working
together in the field; one will be taken, the other left. Two women will be
grinding flour at the mill; one will be taken, the other left. “So you, too,
must keep watch! For you don’t know what day your Lord is coming. Understand
this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming, he would keep
watch and not permit his house to be broken into. You also must be ready all
the time, for the Son of Man will come when least expected. “A faithful,
sensible servant is one to whom the master can give the responsibility of
managing his other household servants and feeding them. If the master returns
and finds that the servant has done a good job, there will be a reward. I tell
you the truth, the master will put that servant in
charge of all he owns. But what if the servant is evil and thinks, ‘My master
won’t be back for a while,’ and he begins beating the other servants, partying,
and getting drunk? The master will return unannounced and unexpected, and he
will cut the servant to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites. In
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. 


We always assume he is referring to hell
here although I cannot find a connection to hell in the Greek. What is does say
is that:



 	Cut the
     servant to pieces - to scourge severely,

 	Place with
     the hypocrites – a place with those who wear a mask and pretend.

 	Gnashing of
     teeth - as the sound made by striking the teeth together gnashing,
     grinding, grating




These phrases are used 5 times in the
New Testament and usually add be cast into utter darkness. This verse does not
connect the term being cast into darkness. So I suppose we could think of it as
hell but the scripture doesn’t say that. And you all know if I can’t prove it I
won’t preach it!!


This parable is a principle of what the
kingdom of God or the kingdom of heaven is like. Remember a parable always
represents something else.


Two chapters in a row Jesus talks about
being faithful servants. In the last chapter he talked about being faithful
while waiting for the Lord’s return. In the first section of chapter 25 he
tells us the story of the 10 virgins. Again, reminding us to be ready for his
return.


This second parable in chapter 25 is
about money. We usually apply this to gifts or talents. But it is actually
about being faithful with money. 


Talent – was between 58 and 80
pounds of silver. So we are talking about a lot of money.


Matthew 25:14–30 


14 “Again, the
Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long
trip. He called together his servants and entrusted his money to them while he
was gone. 15 He gave five bags of silver* to one, two bags of
silver to another, and one bag of silver to the last—dividing it in
proportion to their abilities. He then left on his trip. 16 “The
servant who received the five bags of silver began to invest the money and
earned five more. 17 The servant with two bags of silver also
went to work and earned two more. 18 But the servant who
received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the ground and hid the master’s
money. 19 “After a long time their master returned from his
trip and called them to give an account of how they had used his money. 20 The
servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver came forward with five
more and said, ‘Master, you gave me five bags of silver to invest, and I have
earned five more.’ 21 “The master was full of praise. ‘Well
done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this
small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s
celebrate together!’ 22 “The servant who had received the two
bags of silver came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two bags of silver
to invest, and I have earned two more.’ 23 “The master said,
‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling
this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s
celebrate together!’ 24 “Then the servant with the one bag of
silver came and said, ‘Master, I knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops
you didn’t plant and gathering crops you didn’t cultivate. 25 I
was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, here is
your money back.’ 26 “But the master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! If you knew I
harvested crops I didn’t plant and gathered crops I didn’t cultivate, 27 why
didn’t you deposit my money in the bank? At least I could have gotten some
interest on it.’ 28 “Then he ordered, ‘Take the money from this
servant, and give it to the one with the ten bags of silver. 29 To
those who use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will
have an abundance. But from those who do nothing, even
what little they have will be taken away. 30 Now throw this
useless servant into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.’ 


God rewards the faithful use of the
money he gives us.  If we mistakenly
view God as a hard taskmaster it will be hard for us to respond to him in a
loving and open way. Because this man did not understand God and saw him as a
hard man instead of a loving master he did not use the money that God gave him
properly. Not only does God promise to be faithful to us he also expects us to
be faithful to Him.


I have been a believer for 43 years now
and I can honestly say that even through all the struggles I have had in life,
all the let downs, unanswered prayers I can honestly say God has been faithful
to me. 


After trying to pioneer a church in the
early eighties which failed I was hired by my home
church as the janitor. This was a real ego buster for me. That day that Al Furey pulled me out of the crowd and told me word for word
what I had prayed for that afternoon showed me how faithful God could be and
would be to me over every season of my life. So many times God has been
faithful to me. 


Since I began writing this book I have
reflected on my life and how God had changed my beliefs about himself. I realized
that every dream I had in ministry has been completely fulfilled in my life. I
cannot think of even one area where the end was not good. Maybe the in between
wasn’t fun or enjoyable but the end always turned out for my good. 

















 

6


  


God
is love



 

God is love, that is who he is . Yes he judges but that is not who he is. We need to
understand the importance of nature.  
Nature determines the actions of lifestyle of which every thing in
creation.  So it is with God, his
nature determines how he will act. 
God cannot change. He is truth therefore it is contrary to his nature to
tell a lie. So when we say God is love, His love cannot change.


Mark 12:30–33 


30 And you must
love the Lord your God with all
your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’* 31 The
second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’* No other
commandment is greater than these.” 32 The teacher of religious
law replied, “Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth by saying that
there is only one God and no other. 33 And I know it is
important to love him with all my heart and all my understanding and all my
strength, and to love my neighbor as myself. This is more important than to
offer all of the burnt offerings and sacrifices required in the law.” 


The word “Love” has many meanings. These
3 are the most commonly used in scripture.


Agape - “Agape and agapao (a) to describe the attitude of God toward His Son,
the human race, generally, and to those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.
(b) Agape love conveys His wiil to His children
concerning their attitude one toward another, and toward all men, (c) to
express the essential nature of God. It is an act of ones own will. 


Agape
-
Love can be known only from the actions it prompts which is expressed by an act
of ones will not based on an emotional release. God’s love is seen in the act
of giving the gift of His Son, obviously this is not the love of complacency,
or affection, that is, it was not drawn out by any
worthiness found in us. It was an exercise of the divine will
in deliberate choice, made without assignable cause save that which lies in the
nature of God Himself.


Agape is not an impulse from the
feelings, it does not always run with the natural inclinations, nor does it
spend itself only upon those for whom some affinity is discovered. Love seeks
the welfare of all, 
and works no ill to any, love seeks opportunity to do good to
‘all men


Phileo - is to be distinguished from agape in
this, that phileo  represents
“tender affection.” Yet the distinction between the two verbs remains, and they
are never used indiscriminately in the same passage; if each is used with
reference to the same objects, as just mentioned, each word retains its
distinctive and essential character. 



Phileo is never used in a command to men to
“love” God. This love, is devotion based in the emotions, often distinguished
from agape (love), which is devotion based in the will,  (2) as an outward expression of
affection kiss. This word many times is translated Affection. 


Philadelphia - love of
brothers or sisters, brotherly love. In the NT the love which Christians have
for each other as brethren.


1 John 4:7–16  


7 Dear friends,
let us continue to love one another, for love (agape) comes from God. Anyone
who loves is a child of God and knows God. 8 But anyone who
does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God showed
how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we
might have eternal life through him. 10 This is real
love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a
sacrifice to take away our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God
loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. 12 No
one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love
is brought to full expression in us. 13 And God has given us
his Spirit as proof that we live in him and he in us. 14 Furthermore,
we have seen with our own eyes and now testify that the Father sent his Son to
be the Savior of the world. 15 All who confess that Jesus is
the Son of God have God living in them, and they live in God. 16 We
know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. God is love,
and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 


Salvation
is given through the love of God


Salvation is a result of the love of God
for his creation.  Because he loves
us so much he provided a substitute to take our punishment.  Jesus had to love mankind to be able to
humble himself and become a man, one of his own
creation. Then to suffer an agonizing death, and be separated
from his father.  Understand
what that separation meant to Jesus, he is God, part of the trinity.  He is one with the Father and the Holy
Spirit.  To be separated must have
been a great sacrifice.  Yet he did
it for love.


Agape
- Love sent the Son


John 3:16 


16 “For God loved
the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 


God
revealed his love to us by calling us his children


1 John 3:1  


See how very much our Father loves
(agape) us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we are! But the
people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God’s children
because they don’t know him. 


The word “agape” in this verse speaks of
something foreign. The translation could read, “Behold, what foreign kind of
love the Father has bestowed upon us.” The love of God is foreign to the human
race. It is not found naturally in humanity. When it exists there, it is in a
saved individual, and by reason of the ministry of the Holy Spirit. Another
translation is from what realm is the love of God.


Jesus
laid down his life because he loved us


1 John 3:15–16 


15 Anyone who hates
another brother or sister is really a murderer at heart. And you know that
murderers don’t have eternal life within them. 16 We know what
real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to give up
our lives for our brothers and sisters.


Every one who is
habitually hating his brother is a manslayer. A moral manslayer.
How are we to understand this? Is he an actual murderer without committing the
act of killing another?


All of which means that the one who
habitually hates his fellow-man to the exclusion, of course, of any good
attitude towards him, is a potential murderer. Should occasion arise, his hate
would issue in action like that of Cain. A person like that, John says, does
not have eternal life abiding in him. In short, he is unsaved.


Christ
died for us to show us his love


Romans 5:6–10 


6 When we were utterly
helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. 7 Now,
most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone
might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. 8 But
God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were
still sinners. 9 And since we have been made right in God’s
sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s
condemnation. 10 For since our friendship with God was restored
by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be
saved through the life of his Son. 


We
are filled with the fullness of God through his love


We must know the love of Christ, which
passes knowledge to be filled with all the fullness of God. Understanding that
God loves us is a basic point in coming to the Lord. If I think God hates me I
will not respond to him.  So
realizing that God loves me is what causes me to seek after God and be filled
with his fullness.


Ephesians 3:16–19 


16 I pray that from
his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength
through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ will make his home in your
hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep
you strong. 18 And may you have the power to understand, as all
God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. 19 May
you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully.
Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that
comes from God. 


HIs glory is the whole revealed
perfections of God, not merely His grace and power. The expanded translation
is; “that Christ might finally settle down and feel completely at home in your
hearts.


The words, “being rooted” and
“grounded,” are perfect tense participles in the Greek text. They are the
result of the strengthening by the Spirit and the consequent at-home-ness of
the Lord Jesus in the believer’s heart and His fellowship with him. The word
“rooted” has the idea of securely settled, and “grounded,” that of deeply
founded. Love here is that love which the Holy Spirit produces and with which
He floods the heart of the yielded saint


The word “comprehend” conveys to the
English reader the idea of “understand.” The Greek word means “to lay hold of
so as to make one’s own, to seize, take possession of.


This love surpasses knowledge, gnōsis
(γνωσις), “experiential knowledge.” That is, no matter how much the
saint experiences of the love of Christ, yet there are oceans of love in the
great heart of God that have not been touched by his experience.


The saints are to have an experiential
knowledge of the love of God “in order that ye might be filled with all the fullness
of God.


We
are conquerors through his love


Romans 8:26–39 


26 And the Holy
Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us
to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groaning’s that cannot be
expressed in words. 27 And the Father who knows all hearts
knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers* in
harmony with God’s own will. 28 And we know that God causes
everything to work together* for the good of those who love God and are called
according to his purpose for them. 29 For God knew his people
in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be
the firstborn* among many brothers and sisters. 30 And having
chosen them, he called them to come to him. And having called them, he gave
them right standing with himself. And having given them right
standing, he gave them his glory. 31 What
shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can
ever be against us? 32 Since he did not spare even his own Son
but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else? 33 Who
dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No
one—for God himself has given us right standing with himself. 34 Who
then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised
to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand,
pleading for us. 


Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness


Helps” is sunantilambanō (συναντιλαμβανω), made up of sun (συν), “together
with,” anti (ἀντι) “over
against,” and (λαμβανω), “to take.” The word speaks of the
action of a person coming to another’s aid by taking hold of that person, help him with the load he is carrying. The person
helping does not take the entire load, but helps the other person in his
endeavor.


Weakness is lacking strength - the Greek
word for weakness (astheneia) may include physical,
emotional, and spiritual disability evidenced by an inward “groaning.


This
is the same Greek word used in James 5:14


James 5:14–15 


14 Are any of you
sick? You should call for the elders of the church to come and pray over you,
anointing you with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 Such a
prayer offered in faith will heal the sick, and the Lord will make you well.
And if you have committed any sins, you will be forgiven.


This is not referring to disease but
rather the weakness that temptation causes. In Romans this same weakness is the
reason the Holy Spirit comes to help us carry our load and helps us to pray
better.


Groaning here has nothing to do with
praying in tongues, as some suggest. The groaning is done by the Holy Spirit,
not believers, and is not stated in words. The help the Spirit gives is His
interceding. “Intercedes” translates hyperentynchanei,
which occurs only here in the New Testament; it means “approaches or appeals to
someone.” - Notice in verse 27 it is the Spirit praying for the believers not
the believers praying in the spirit!


Next verse 28 through 34 Paul talks about
all things working out for our good because God chose us. NOTICE CONTEXT!


Since God chose us and gave us right
standing with Him then who can condemn us? 


Verse 34 No one—for Christ Jesus
died for us and was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of
honor at God’s right hand, pleading for us. Remember context - our weakness
causes the Holy Spirit to pray for us - now because God chose us Jesus is
pleading for us also.


SO 


Romans 8:35–39 


35 Can anything
ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we
have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in
danger, or threatened with death? 36 (As the Scriptures say,
“For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”*)
37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours
through Christ, who loved us. 38 And I am convinced that
nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about
tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No
power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all
creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed
in Christ Jesus our Lord.


Chastened
through love


God only disciplines those he
loves.  Hebrews tells us that if we
do not receive the discipline of God then we are not his children.  So chastening is the result of the love
of God.


The writer begins by quoting from
Proverbs.


Proverbs 3:11–12 


11 My child, don’t reject the Lord’s discipline, and don’t be upset when
he corrects you. 12 For the Lord corrects those he loves, just
as a father corrects a child in whom he delights.


Hebrews 12:5–11 


5 And have you
forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to you as his children? He said, “My
child, don’t make light of the Lord’s
discipline, and don’t give up when he corrects you. 6 For the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he
punishes each one he accepts as his child.” 7 As you endure
this divine discipline, remember that God is treating you as his own children.
Who ever heard of a child who is never disciplined by its father? 8 If
God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his children, it means that you
are illegitimate and are not really his children at all. 9 Since
we respected our earthly fathers who disciplined us, shouldn’t we submit even
more to the discipline of the Father of our spirits, and live forever?* 10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us
for a few years, doing the best they knew how. But God’s discipline is always
good for us, so that we might share in his holiness. 11 No
discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward
there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who are trained in
this way. 


Discipline - of rearing and guiding a
child toward maturity training, instruction, discipline; as including Christian
discipline and instruction; as God’s fatherly discipline of all believers
discipline, punishment, correction; (2) the result of such discipline training,
improved behavior.


Ephesians 6:4 


4 Fathers, do not
provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them. Rather, bring them up
with the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord.


Proverbs 3:12 


12 For the Lord
corrects those he loves, just as a father corrects a child in whom he delights.


Proverbs 12:1 


1 To learn, you
must love discipline; it is stupid to hate correction.


Growing up in a home discipline was common place I developed a fear of correction instead of a
healthy view of it. Without correction we cannot grow. If we don’t know we are
doing wrong. How will we do right? It was not until I discovered the love of
the Father that I began to see discipline as a good thing. Once we know the
Father loves us no matter what we will look at discipline differently It is for
our good not for our harm. 


God’s discipline is for our good so let’s
remember that we as New Testament Christians are under a different covenant
than Israel was in the Old Testament. We are in the covenant of grace (God’s
undeserved favor). Jesus paid the price for our sin. We have become the
children of God through the price paid by Jesus Christ. We are no longer under
the wrath and anger of God. 


Romans 5:8–9 


8 But God showed
his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still
sinners. 9 And since we have been made right in God’s sight by
the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation.


So how are we disciplined today? The
Father disciplines us for our good not for harm for the purpose of sharing in
his holiness. This is the goal which is to be like him
in all we do. Without understanding the love of God we will never be
comfortable with discipline.


Hebrews 12:9–10 


Since we respected our earthly fathers
who disciplined us, shouldn’t we submit even more to the discipline of the
Father of our spirits, and live forever? 10 For our earthly
fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew how. But God’s
discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness.


God is the Father of our spirits and his
discipline is to our spirit man not our natural man. The difference between Christians
today and the people of the Old Testament is that we have a renewed spirit man
while the Israelites did not. So God had to discipline Israel through the
natural but for New Testament Christians he disciplines our spirit.


One of the ways that God disciplines us
is through the conviction of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will always lead
us to do that which is pleasing to the Father so he convicts us when we do
wrong and leads us to holiness. 


John 16:7–14 


7 But
in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate*
won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to you. 8 And
when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s
righteousness, and of the coming judgment. 9 The world’s sin is
that it refuses to believe in me. 10 Righteousness is available
because I go to the Father, and you will see me no more. 11 Judgment
will come because the ruler of this world has already been judged. 12 “There
is so much more I want to tell you, but you can’t bear it now. 13 When
the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak
on his own but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you about the
future. 14 He will bring me glory by telling you whatever he
receives from me.


Love has no fear so if we are fearful of
what God will do then we are not walking in love. God is love and he will
always lead us to do good. Fear (to be afraid) is not
from God but from wrong thinking and training. We have been taught in church to
fear God. True fear of God is to show reverence and awe towards him. It is a
form of worship. False fear drives us away from God. This is what happened to
me through my upbringing. Fear drove me to rebellion and anger. Once I
understood that God love me fear was defeated and I was free to serve God
without condemnation and guilt.


1 John 4:7–21 


7 Dear friends,
let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves
is a child of God and knows God. 8 But anyone who does not love
does not know God, for God is love. 9 God showed how much he
loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have
eternal life through him. 10 This is real love—not that
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away
our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we
surely ought to love each other. 12 No one has ever seen God.
But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to full
expression in us. 13 And God has given us his Spirit as proof
that we live in him and he in us. 14 Furthermore, we have seen
with our own eyes and now testify that the Father sent his Son to be the Savior
of the world. 15 All who confess that Jesus is the Son of God
have God living in them, and they live in God. 16 We know how
much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. God is love, and all
who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 17 And as
we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because
we live like Jesus here in this world. 18 Such love has no
fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of
punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect love.
19 We love each other* because he loved us first. 20 If
someone says, “I love God,” but hates a Christian brother or sister, that
person is a liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God,
whom we cannot see? 21 And he has given us this command: Those
who love God must also love their Christian brothers and sisters. 


Love is of God. This again, is the
nature of God.  It is impossible for
God not to love us. Since God is love, the secret of love is found in God.


Only those who are born again can love
like God loves, unconditionally. We refer to the Greek word "agape"
which means to make a deliberate choice choosing to love regardless of whether
anyone responds to your love in return. We can only love in this way if we are
born of God.


The reason so many people don't love God
is because they don't know God. We cannot know God and understand him and still
walk in hate. If we seek to know God we will learn how to love.


Notice that he doesn't say they are not
born of God, but only that they don't know God.  This describes much of the church today.
This is why there is so much strife and fighting in churches. They think they
know God, yet they really don't.


God gave his love to us and because of
that love he has sent us a comforter to help us.  Both Jesus and the Father love us and
through the love of God Jesus will manifest himself to us.


John 14:15–26 


15 “If you love me,
obey my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Advocate, who will never leave you. 17 He is
the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him,
because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him,
because he lives with you now and later will be in you. 18 No,
I will not abandon you as orphans—I will come to you. 19 Soon
the world will no longer see me, but you will see me. Since I live, you also
will live. 20 When I am raised to life again, you will know
that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Those
who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who love me. And because
they love me, my Father will love them. And I will love them and reveal myself
to each of them.” 22 Judas (not Judas Iscariot, but the other
disciple with that name) said to him, “Lord, why are you going to reveal
yourself only to us and not to the world at large?” 23 Jesus
replied, “All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we
will come and make our home with each of them. 24 Anyone who
doesn’t love me will not obey me. And remember, my words are not my own. What I
am telling you is from the Father who sent me. 25 I am telling
you these things now while I am still with you. 26 But when the
Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy
Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I
have told you. 


Love produces obedience. The Holy
Spirit has been given to teach us everything and remind us of what Jesus said
so we can obedient to the Father. 


Our relationship with Jesus is show
through a life of obedience. Obedience is based on our love for God not a fear
of God. Love always brings obedience fear always brings rebellion.


John 15:7–11


7 But if you
remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and
it will be granted! 8 When you produce much fruit, you are my
true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father. 9 “I have
loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. 10 When
you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s
commandments and remain in his love. 11 I have told you these
things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow!


Colossians 3:11–14


11 In this new
life, it doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or
uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. Christ is all that
matters, and he lives in all of us. 12 Since God chose you to
be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted
mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Make
allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you.
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 14 Above
all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all
together in perfect harmony.


Love is more than feelings, if we love
God how do we show it? If we love God we will seek after him, and become
obedient to His will.
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The Heart of the
Father



 

When we were
children most all of us at one time played a simple game with a flower. This game
usually involved someone we liked. We would take the flower pull a petal off
and say, “he/she loves me.” Then another petal and say
“he/she loves me not.” This game is how I view the Father for most of my life.
One moment God loved me and the next he didn’t. It all
depended on how good my works were. How much I prayed or read my bible. Even in
the Old Testament God began to reveal his love for us. Notice what Jeremiah
says.


Jeremiah 9:23–24  


23 This is what the
Lord says:  “Don’t let the wise boast in their
wisdom, or the powerful boast in their power, or the rich boast in their
riches. 24 But those who wish to boast should boast in this alone:
that they truly know me and understand that I am the Lord who demonstrates unfailing love and who brings justice
and righteousness to the earth, and that I delight in these things. I, the Lord, have spoken! 


What is God really like? This question
has been asked for centuries. We see God the Father through Jesus. He is the
reflection of the Character and the nature of God. Jesus is God in the flesh.
Jesus only did what he saw the Father do, he only
spoke what the Father spoke to him. 
If we want to know what God the Father is like and how he relates to
people then we need only look at Jesus and we will see the Father.


John 5:20–23 


20 For the Father
loves the Son and shows him everything he is doing. In fact, the Father will
show him how to do even greater works than healing this man. Then you will
truly be astonished. 21 For just as the Father gives life to
those he raises from the dead, so the Son gives life to anyone he wants. 22 In
addition, the Father judges no one. Instead, he has given the Son absolute
authority to judge, 23 so that everyone will honor the Son,
just as they honor the Father. Anyone who does not honor the Son is certainly
not honoring the Father who sent him. 


Hebrews says Jesus is the exact
representation of the Father. If we see Jesus we see the Father. Jesus came to
reveal the love of God the father. Men for so long had a false image of God the
Father, Jesus came to change that image and reveal a great and loving Father.


Hebrews 1:3 


3 The Son radiates
God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God, and he sustains
everything by the mighty power of his command. When he had cleansed us from our
sins, he sat down in the place of honor at the right hand of the majestic God
in heaven. 


John 16:25–27


25 “I have spoken
of these matters in figures of speech, but soon I will stop speaking
figuratively and will tell you plainly all about the Father. 26 Then
you will ask in my name. I’m not saying I will ask the Father on your behalf, 27 for
the Father himself loves you dearly because you love me and believe that I came
from God.


Anyone who has seen Jesus has seen the
Father. Jesus and the Father are one so we cannot separate them. As Jesus is so
is the Father. When you picture the Father do you see Jesus or the God of the
Old Testament? You should see Jesus.


John 14:8–11  


8 Philip said,
“Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus
replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t
know who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! So why are you
asking me to show him to you? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in
the Father and the Father is in me? The words I speak are not my own, but my
Father who lives in me does his work through me. 11 Just
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe
because of the work you have seen me do. 


Jesus said he only does what he sees the
Father do. Jesus was completely obedient to the Fathers will and came to
restore our relationship with him.


John 5:19 


19 So Jesus
explained, “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself. He does
only what he sees the Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also
does. 


Jesus shows us the Father when he healed
the sick and raised the dead. It was at the direction of God the Father. He
reveals the love the Father has for people in the miracles and the healings
that he did. When Jesus did these miracles, healings and deliverances they were
showing us the Father’s heart. This is what it took me so long to understand.
With a wrong picture of who the Father was I became the most legalistic person
anyone could be. I wouldn’t hold my wife’s hand in public because I thought it
didn’t show holiness. Thank God my wife stayed with me through the years I call
my stupid years. 


God directed Jesus to do what he did and
gave him the power of the Holy Spirit all because the Father was with him.


Acts 10:38  


38 And you know
that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Then
Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,
for God was with him. 


Jesus feeds the 4000 and shows the heart
of the Father. God actually cares abut the simple
things of life. People were hungry and the Father’s heart wants to feed them.  


Matthew 15:29–38 


29 Jesus returned
to the Sea of Galilee and climbed a hill and sat down. 30 A
vast crowd brought to him people who were lame, blind, crippled, those who
couldn’t speak, and many others. They laid them before Jesus, and he healed
them all. 31 The crowd was amazed! Those who hadn’t been able
to speak were talking, the crippled were made well, the lame were walking, and
the blind could see again! And they praised the God of Israel.  32 Then Jesus called his
disciples and told them, “I feel sorry for these people. They have been here
with me for three days, and they have nothing left to eat. I don’t want to send
them away hungry, or they will faint along the way.”  33 The disciples
replied, “Where would we get enough food here in the wilderness for such a huge
crowd?”  34 Jesus
asked, “How much bread do you have?” They replied, “Seven loaves, and a few
small fish.” 35 So Jesus told all the people to sit down on the
ground. 36 Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, thanked
God for them, and broke them into pieces. He gave them to the disciples, who
distributed the food to the crowd. 37 They all ate as much as
they wanted. Afterward, the disciples picked up seven large baskets of leftover
food. 38 There were 4,000 men who were fed that day, in
addition to all the women and children. 


Here is one that is unusual. Jesus again
gets involved in every area of life. He goes to a wedding and when people began
to complain about there not being enough to drink Jesus performs a miracle and
turns water into wine. Jesus did not officiate at this wedding he was merely a
guest, yet he still performs a miracle showing the Father’s value in the
affairs of life.


John 4:46–54


46 As he traveled through Galilee, he
came to Cana, where he had turned the water into wine. There was a government official
in nearby Capernaum whose son was very sick. 47 When he heard
that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went and begged Jesus to come to
Capernaum to heal his son, who was about to die 48 Jesus asked,
“Will you never believe in me unless you see miraculous signs and
wonders?”  49 The
official pleaded, “Lord, please come now before my little boy dies.” 50 Then
Jesus told him, “Go back home. Your son will live!”
And the man believed what Jesus said and started home. 51 While
the man was on his way, some of his servants met him with the news that his son
was alive and well. 52 He asked them when the boy had begun to
get better, and they replied, “Yesterday afternoon at one o’clock his fever
suddenly disappeared!” 53 Then the father realized that that
was the very time Jesus had told him, “Your son will live.” And he and his
entire household believed in Jesus. 54 This was the second
miraculous sign Jesus did in Galilee after coming from Judea. 



 

Jesus healed the sick and revealed the
desire of God the Father to minister to children. God had already revealed
himself as Jehovah Rapha, the Lord our healer.  Jesus came to carry out the Father's
desire.


A woman is brought to Jesus who was
caught in the act of adultery. The Pharisees want to see what Jesus is going to
do. You see they had the picture of the Father that most of us had. God was
judge and sin must be judged. Sin must be dealt with and the penalty for this
sin was death through stoning. Jesus reveals the Father’s heart by bring
forgiveness to this woman. Jesus kneels down and begins to write in the dirt.
One by one the Pharisees leave. What he wrote we don’t know but most likely he
was writing down their sins.


John 8:3–11 


3 As he was
speaking, the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees brought a woman who
had been caught in the act of adultery. They put her in front of the crowd. 4 “Teacher,”
they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 The
law of Moses says to stone her. What do you say?” 6 They
were trying to trap him into saying something they could use against him, but
Jesus stooped down and wrote in the dust with his finger. 7 They
kept demanding an answer, so he stood up again and said, “All right, but let
the one who has never sinned throw the first stone!” 8 Then he
stooped down again and wrote in the dust. 9 When the accusers
heard this, they slipped away one by one, beginning with the oldest, until only
Jesus was left in the middle of the crowd with the woman. 10 Then
Jesus stood up again and said to the woman, “Where are your accusers? Didn’t
even one of them condemn you?” 11 “No, Lord,” she said. And
Jesus said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no more.” 


Jesus
taught us to:


·     
Forgive


·     
Pray


·     
Give money without needing the glory


·     
How to be happy or blessed


·     
Not to worry


·     
Love each other 


·     
Love our enemies


·     
Not to judge others


·     
Listen to and obey his words


·     
Wants us to have faith


·     
Heals the sick and tells us to go heal them too


·     
Delivers those with demons tells to do this too


·     
Call us to witness  - harvest is ready


·     
Go make disciples



 

Jesus came to reveal the character of
the Father to us. God wants us to know that even though He is a judge He is
also the God of Love. God always has time for us, He
always accepts us and will always be there for us.


John 14:21–23 


21 Those who accept
my commandments and obey them are the ones who love me. And because they love
me, my Father will love them. And I will love them and reveal myself to each of
them.” 22 Judas (not Judas Iscariot, but the other disciple
with that name) said to him, “Lord, why are you going to reveal yourself only
to us and not to the world at large?” 23 Jesus replied, “All
who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we will come and
make our home with each of them. 


John 3:16 


16 “For God loved
the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 


God is never too busy for us. This
parable is about Jesus ministering to the little children.  The disciples felt that the work of God
was too important to take time to spend with little children. There were sick
to heal, lepers to cleanse, and the dead to raise. Yet
Jesus, stopped in the midst of this busy schedule to
touch the children. This shows us that God the Father will never be too busy
for us. He will always be available to us any time day or night.


Matthew 19:13–15  


13 One day some
parents brought their children to Jesus so he could lay his hands on them and
pray for them. But the disciples scolded the parents for bothering him. 14 But
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop
them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like these children.” 15 And
he placed his hands on their heads and blessed them before he left. 


God totally accepts us. How would you
feel if you decided to bring your wife home some flowers and said, "I love
you" and she ran to get money to pay you for the flowers? We can't perform
to receive God's love; we must accept his unconditional love.  We many times try to pay God for his
love. We love God because he first loved us.  


Romans 5:8  


8 But God showed
his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still
sinners. 


God values us above all else. This
parable is about the birds of the air and the flowers of the field. When Jesus
shares this story to tell us that we don't need to worry about the basics of
life. God promises to supply these things for us. We don't even need to
specifically pray for them. But one key thing is said here.  Jesus says, "Are you not much more
valuable than these." We are valuable to God.  Jesus died to save us, if we weren't
valuable to God, Jesus would not have come to die.


Matthew 6:25–33


25 “That is why I
tell you not to worry about everyday life whether you have enough food and
drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food, and your body more
than clothing? 26 Look at the birds. They don’t plant or
harvest or store food in barns, for your heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t
you far more valuable to him than they are? 27 Can all your
worries add a single moment to your life? 28 “And why worry
about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and how they grow. They
don’t work or make their clothing, 29 yet Solomon in all his
glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are. 30 And if God
cares so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and thrown into the
fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do you have so little faith?
31 “So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we drink? What will we wear?’ 32 These
things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already
knows all your needs. 33 Seek the Kingdom of God above all
else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need. 


God will never leave us. Jesus promised
to never leave us or forsake us. God will always be there for us in good times
and bad times. You cannot commit one sin and have God leave your.  


Matthew 28:20 


20 Teach these new
disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.” 


We are conquerors through the Father's
love. Troubles, hard times, persecutions, hunger, danger, death, demonic
oppression, present things, fear of future, authorities, nothing from above or
below, or anything in all of creation can take God's Love away from me. Even in
hard times I am a conqueror because nothing can separate me from the love of
God, nothing can stop God from loving me.   


Romans 8:35–39  


35 Can anything
ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we
have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in
danger, or threatened with death? 36 (As the Scriptures say,
“For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”) 37 No,
despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who
loved us.  38 And I
am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our
worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from
God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth
below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us
from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Jesus came to restore our fellowship
with the father. When John opened his gospel, he fondly recollected how he (and
the other disciples, for whom he was a spokesman) beheld the Son’s glory, the
glory of a unique Son from the Father, and then he picturesquely described the
unique Son, himself God, dwelling in the Father’s bosom. 


1 John 1:1–4 


1We proclaim to you the one who
existed from the beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw him with our
own eyes and touched him with our own hands. He is the Word of life. 2This
one who is life itself was revealed to us, and we have seen him. And now we
testify and proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal life. He was with
the Father, and then he was revealed to us. 3We proclaim to you what
we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that you may have fellowship with
us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4We
are writing these things so that you may fully share our joy.


John includes that eternal fellowship
that existed between the Word and the Father. The Greek text suggests that the
Word was “face to face with” the Father. The Word of life, who was face to face
with the Father, was manifested to the disciples. John heard, saw, and even
touched God in the flesh. At the same time, John came to know the One called “eternal life” who was always with the Father. 


Fellowship with the Father is what Jesus
came to restore to mankind. Adam and Eve lost their fellowship with the Father
through their disobedience. Jesus came as the second Adam and bought
reconciliation through his shed blood.


Jesus came to reveal the father. He made
it clear that he only did what he saw the father do, and only said what the
father told him to say. Jesus even taught them how to pray to the father.


John 5:19–24 


19So Jesus explained, “I tell you
the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself. He does only what he sees the
Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also does. 20For the
Father loves the Son and shows him everything he is doing. In fact, the Father
will show him how to do even greater works than healing this man. Then you will
truly be astonished. 21For just as the Father gives life to those he
raises from the dead, so the Son gives life to anyone he wants. 22In
addition, the Father judges no one. Instead, he has given the Son absolute
authority to judge, 23so that everyone will honor the Son, just as
they honor the Father. Anyone who does not honor the Son is certainly not
honoring the Father who sent him. 24“I tell you the truth, those who
listen to my message and believe in God who sent me have eternal life. They
will never be condemned for their sins, but they have already passed from death
into life.


John 10:37–38 


37Don’t believe me unless I carry
out my Father’s work. 38But if I do his work, believe in the
evidence of the miraculous works I have done, even if you don’t believe me.
Then you will know and understand that the Father is in me, and I am in the
Father.”


John 12:49–50 


49I don’t speak on my own authority.
The Father who sent me has commanded me what to say and how to say it.50And
I know his commands lead to eternal life; so I say whatever the Father tells me
to say.”


John 14:23–24 


23Jesus replied, “All who love me
will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we will come and make our
home with each of them. 24Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey
me. And remember, my words are not my own. What I am telling you is from the
Father who sent me.


John 16:25–28 


25“I have spoken of these matters
in figures of speech, but soon I will stop speaking figuratively and will tell
you plainly all about the Father. 26Then you will ask in my name.
I’m not saying I will ask the Father on your behalf, 27for the
Father himself loves you dearly because you love me and believe that I came
from God. 28Yes, I came from the Father into the world, and now I
will leave the world and return to the Father.”


John the apostle makes it very clear
that our Fellowship with the Father. He wrote these things so that we might
fully share in his joy. 


1 John 1:3–4 


3We proclaim to you what we
ourselves have actually seen and heard so that you may have fellowship with us.
And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4We
are writing these things so that you may fully share our joy.


1 John 3:1–2


1See how very much our Father
loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we are! But the people
who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God’s children because
they don’t know him. 2Dear friends, we are already God’s children,
but he has not yet shown us what we will be like when Christ appears. But we do
know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he really is.


Here are some things the bible tells us
to do that involves the Father. 


Pray
like this!


Matthew 6:9 


Our Father in heaven, may your name be
kept holy.


Forgive
and the father will forgive you


Matthew 6:14


14“If you forgive those who sin
against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you.


The
Father knows what you need


Matthew 6:31–32


31“So don’t worry about these
things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we drink?
What will we wear?’ 32These things dominate the thoughts of
unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already knows all your needs.


Now
we can come to the father


Ephesians 2:18 


18Now all of us can come to the
Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has done for us.


The story of the Prodigal son is the
greatest story of the Bible. We call it the parable of the prodigal son.  But I believe this is the wrong title to
this story.  The story does not
center around the son but rather the loving
father.  It is the father who is
revealed in this parable. The son falls away takes his inheritance and
squanders it away and finds himself in the pig pen.
The father's relationship with both sons and his love for both sons is the
central part of this story.  So this
is the parable of the Loving Father.


Luke 15:11–32 


11 To illustrate
the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons. 12 The
younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you
die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons. 13 “A
few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a
distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About
the time his money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to
starve. 15 He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man
sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. 16 The young man
became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him.
But no one gave him anything. 17 “When he finally came to his
senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have food enough
to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go home to
my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and
I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired
servant.” ’ 20 “So he returned home to his father. And
while he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love
and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am
no longer worthy of being called your son.22 “But his father
said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on
him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 And
kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 24 for
this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he
is found.’ So the party began. 25 “Meanwhile, the older son was
in the fields working. When he returned home, he heard music and dancing in the
house, 26 and he asked one of the servants what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother is back,’ he was told, ‘and your father has
killed the fattened calf. We are celebrating because of his safe return.’ 28 “The
older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged him,
29 but he replied, ‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and
never once refused to do a single thing you told me to. And in all that time
you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends. 30 Yet
when this son of yours comes back after squandering your money on prostitutes,
you celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’ 31 “His father
said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and everything I
have is yours. 32 We had to celebrate this happy day. For your
brother was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is
found!’ ” 


the son squanders
his living in sin. He receives his inheritance and leaves home and blows it all
on prostitutes and gambling. Finally, he takes the only job he can find,
feeding pigs. He realizes that even the servants in his father's house live
better than he is. He decides to go home and become one of the servants in his
father's house.


Notice that while the Prodical is in the
pig pen, he plans to tell his father three things. 1) that he has sinned against heaven and against his father, 2)
that he is no longer worthy to be called his son, 3) and make me one of your
hired servants.  When he finally
reaches his father he begins to tell him these three things. But before he can
say the third one his father interupts him and shouts "Quick, bring the
robe and the ring, kill the fatted calf and lets
celebrate". God is not looking for servants he is looking for sons.


When the father sees the son still a
great way off he runs to his son. The father doesn't wait until the son arrives
in the yard. He is not angry or waiting to discipline the son, He is overjoyed
that his son has come home so he rushes to his son and hugs him and kisses him.


When the father reaches the son, He hugs
him and begins to kiss his son. 
This word kiss means to continually kiss over and over. The father is
overwhelmed with love for his son. The Father gives his son the best robe which represents right standing restored with the
Father and the family.  Next comes
the ring, the authority of the Father’s name. The son now is totally restored
to a full position in the father's house. Following the ring he is given shoes
for his feet. The bible refers to shoes being related to the preaching of the
gospel. The son once totally restored can no go out and tell everyone of the
love of his Father. Now where ever he goes he is part
of the household of the father.  He
could now act and share in life and business on behalf of the father.


The father then kills the fatted calf,
declaring that there is now no condemnation. He is forgiven and totally
restored to sonship. Now that he is restored he does not have to perform or
work to enter into his father's good grace.


A little dog goes out to play and gets
lost. He has a great time, and gets to playing in the ditches, chasing the
neighbors' chickens; then he realizes he is lost and has done wrong. He
searches for home and finally late that night, he finally sees house. He runs
with such joy, that he finally found his home. As he approaches the house he
sees the master waiting at the door. As he runs closer he can't wait to jump in
his masters arms and lick his masters face. He is so excited he was lost now he
is found.  


This story relates to our image of the
Father. At this point in the story we usually think of how dirty the dog is and
expect the master scold and threaten, beat him and tie him up outside. The
Father’s heart is to always to restore. God the Father came to seek us out,
when we come home He runs to meet us and begins kissing our neck, lavishing his
love on us. This is the true image of our Father.


It is interesting to see the brother's
response to the restoration of his brother. He denies that he is his brother and
complains that his father has never done any of this for him. God treats both
sons the same, he went to each of them. 
Both sons had the same authority and access to the father.


God wants us to develop a deep intimate
relationship with us.  He wants to
be more than just a father, he wants to be our
daddy.  God loves his children, he will play with us like a father would a toddler.  We need to get rid of the angry stern
image we have of God and see him as a loving father.


Romans 8:15–17 


15 So you have not
received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s
Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now we call him, “Abba,
Father.” 16 For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that
we are God’s children. 17 And since we are his children, we are
his heirs. In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we
are to share his glory, we must also share his suffering. 


Psalm 139:1–10 


1 O Lord, you have examined my heart and
know everything about me. 2 You know when I sit down or stand
up. You know my thoughts even when I’m far away. 3 You see me when I travel and when I rest at home. You know
everything I do. 4 You know what I am going to say even before
I say it, Lord. 5 You
go before me and follow me. You place your hand of blessing on my head. 6 Such
knowledge is too wonderful for me, too great for me to understand! 7 I
can never escape from your Spirit! I can never get away from your presence! 8 If
I go up to heaven, you are there; if I go down to the grave, you are there. 9 If
I ride the wings of the morning, if I dwell by the farthest oceans, 10 even
there your hand will guide me, and your strength will support me. 
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The
Final Chapter



 


 

After that meeting in the restaurant that day the life of
my wife and I have never been the same. Once we have experienced the Father’s
love there is no going back.



 

After I a accepted Christ and
became a pastor life finally had a purpose. The struggle was in the beginning
years when I thought God was always angry with me. Legalism and judgment
controlled my life and I became very unhappy and wanted everyone to experience
the perfection I was trying to obtain but without success.



 

The most important thing that I have learned through all
of this is really simple. The Father love me no matter
what I do. Nothing in all of creation can make him love me less. It is this
love that drives me to be like him and to purify myself. It is his love which drives away all my fears and wipes away my guilt.




 

Paul said who have bewitched you that once free you would
want to return to the law again. I feel the same way, once you experience the
love of God why would we want to mess it up by deliberately sinning.  It just doesn’t make sense to me.



 

So stop fearing this grace thing and let God’s love fill
your soul, allow the Father to wrap his arms around
you and just let him love you.



 

When I was little the only affection I felt from my
mother was when she would sit in a chair and put my head in her lap and she
would clean my ears. I still remember the feelings as she touched me. Hugging
wasn’t something our family did so this was as close to affection as I
remember. Don’t get me wrong I am sure she loved me she just didn’t know how to
show it. 



 

The Father knows how to show it. He sent his Son to die
on a cross to prove that he loved us. The next time you question whether God
loves you I want you to remember that Jesus settled that question year ago when
he died on the cross. He demonstrated the love of the Father and proved that he
loved us. 



 

Now that you know God loves you no matter what. You can
never again, not matter what happens in your life. It
doesn’t matter what you have lost. Jesus died once and for all time, so to
question the Father’s love is to refuse what Jesus did for us.



 

1 John 3:1 


See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us
his children, and that is what we are! But the people who belong to this world
don’t recognize that we are God’s children because they don’t know him.



 

Now go and tell others about the Heart
of the Father. 

















 











 


 


 


 


 


 










ABOUT THE AUTHOR



 


 

Chester Gross
pastors City View Church in Seattle, Washington. City View is a multi-ethnic
and cross-cultural church. Members come from a variety of nations including the
United States, Philippines, Africa, India and Mexico. 


Chester’s
background includes living in the Philippines, overseeing over 600 churches as
a missionary. He has been in ministry for 35 years, and pastored in the
northwest, eastern Washington and Texas. 


Chester teaches
3-4 conferences each year. To date he has taught Pastors from 28 different
countries. 


He is best known
for his teaching on the Heart of the Father and Law and Grace. His teaching
from a contextual model brings clarity and understanding to the Word of
God.  









cover.jpeg
THE FATHER

UNDERSTANDING
THE LOVE OF GOD

CHESTER GROSS






