| | | | | grace, holiness, liberation, faithfulness, mercy, promises of God, covenant of God. | | | |
| | | | | In the Scriptures, the idea of justice (Sedaqah in Hebrew, dikaiosune * in Greek) has many shades of meaning. This makes justice difficult to understand. Nevertheless, and for the effects of this study, I want to separate the justice of God from what is commonly accepted as justice in society. A separation has to be made between justice and human law. In human relations, one thing may be just and fair, while another thing is legal. Too many Christians will defend certain behavior because it is legal even though it may be unjust. An example is that of paying for military expenses (taxes) while millions of the world's people starve to death. | | | |
| | | | | A few years ago, I knew of an American woman, who with her family, was a member of a church in the United States. Her husband was the owner of a beautiful plantation of fruit trees. This farm had permitted them to live a comfortable life, with no financial problems in the family. During the summer, this woman worked as a temporary harvest worker, although she was not in need of this work. She had everything she could have wanted. At the same time, others were out of work and needed a job. Worst of all, after the harvest, she applied for and received her unemployment checks. | | | |
| | | | | She was reminded that her actions lacked Christian compassion, especially since so many people in the area were unemployed. She replied, "It's all legal. I am not doing anything against the law. And besides, I think it's fair because I'm the one who worked in the harvest. I don't see anything unchristian about that." | | | |
| | | | | Yes, actually, everything was within the law, but. . . . To- | | | |
|