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Introduction

Partners, you are now beginning the fourth lesson in 

the wonderful in home Holy Spirit School of Ministry. 

In this lesson you will see how many of the stories and 

parables of the Bible are interconnected and how much 

insight you can receive from studying them in this light. 

This   book   will   show   you   how   the   actions   of   Jesus 

towards   the   fig   tree   and   the   His   actions   towards   the 

thieves   in   the   temple   are   stemming   from   the   same 

provocation.   It   will   amaze   you   when   you   begin   to 

understand why Jesus acted as He did. 

It will teach us to embrace that which many of us have 

shunned because of our misunderstandings of the nature 

of the Holy Spirit. His nature is to reveal in us the life tools 

of living in the spiritual, not in the natural (fleshly). Trying 

to fulfill the spiritual in the flesh is death. There is a better 

way. Discover the truth on how you are to be used by the 

Holy Spirit. It is in this awesome book! 

You don’t want to miss a single lesson in this power 

packed series! 

Brother Cerullo
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Chapter l

Thieves in the Temple

1 

One of the greatest signs of God’s love toward man is 

rarely ever noticed or spoken about. God’s love for David, 

a man after God’s on heart, was so intense that when God 

sent His own Son, He called Him the Son of David. 

Think about that for a second. 

The Son of the living God, who came to earth to take 

on Himself the likeness of sinful flesh, did not call Himself 

"ben Jehovah," which would have been "son of God." He 

called Himself "the Son of David." 

God, who loved David so much that He would name 

His own Son after him, also made David a tremendous 

promise. Listen to the words of Solomon:

 And now, O God of Israel, let thy word, I pray thee, be  

 verified, which you spoke unto your servant David my father. 

 But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, the heaven  

 and heaven of heavens cannot contain you; how much less this  

 house that I have built? Yet have respect unto the prayer of  

 your servant. 

1 Kings 8:26-28 KJV

When God promised that He would live on earth in 

the temple that David built, He was promising to take the 

tremendous   fullness   that   is   Him   and   squeeze   Himself 

down to fit in the tiny confines of a building that was built 

by men He Himself had created. 

He can’t be contained by the heavens—He can’t even 

be contained by the place beyond the heavens, which we 

can’t even theorize about. 
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God   is   so   immense   that   it   is   literally   beyond   the 

capabilities of our imaginations to conceive of how huge 

He is. Solomon implicitly understood the awesomeness of 

God and also understood that it is impossible for God to 

be expected to dwell on something as tiny as the earth—

much less in a tiny building on the earth. 

And yet such was God’s love for David that He was 

willing to do just that. 

Solomon was so humbled at his place in history that he 

spoke   one   of   history’s   most   eloquent   prayers   at   the 

dedication of the temple. 

He understood the sanctity of the place. 

He understood that the place where God would put 

His presence was a place so holy that the very presence of 

the   building   itself   would   pale   and   seem   defiled   in   the 

presence of the holiness of the God who inhabited it. 

The temple was to become the place of some of the 

most profound events in Israel’s history. 

It was in the temple that Isaiah saw the vision that 

changed his life—and the history of Israel. 

It   was   in   the   temple   that  the   priests  uncovered  the 

book of the Law and read it to King Josiah, touching off 

one of the greatest revivals in the history of the nation. 

The temple was a place of reverence and awe. 

It was a place where you understood you were in the 

presence   of   the   living   God,   the   Creator   of   the   entire 

universe. 

The   temple   represented   God’s   presence   on   earth.   It 

was a sign that He is with us. 

When   Jesus   came   to   Jerusalem,   He   came   across   an 

unusual sight. He saw a fig tree that had leaves on it, but 
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when He got to the tree, He discovered that the tree had 

no fruit. When He discovered that, He did something a bit 

strange:

 And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of  

 thee hereafter for ever. 

Mark 11:14 KJV

We later find out that the tree withered up and died 

very shortly thereafter. 

When He found no fruit on the tree, He pronounced 

that nobody would ever find fruit on that tree again. 

Now, the spiritual analogy is obvious because of the 

presence of the fruit in the story. 

Even the newest Christian can see the parallel there. 

If you don’t bear fruit, you’ll be in trouble. 

But the analogy doesn’t end there. In fact, before we 

get to the end result where the tree withers forever, we 

find another story intervening:

 And   they   came   to   Jerusalem.   And   entering   into   the  

 temple, Jesus began to throw out those selling and buying in  

 the   temple;   also   He   overturned   the   tables   of   the   money  

 changers, and the seats of those selling the doves. And He did  

 not allow any to carry a vessel through the temple. And He  

 taught, saying to them, Has it not been written, My house  

 shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations? But you  

 have made it a den of thieves. 

Mark 11:15-17 KJV

Now, if it’s talking about the same incident, the Gospel 

of John records that Jesus made a whip out of cords and 

drove them out of the temple. 

This is the same man who said,  "The meek shall inherit the  

 earth." 

What was it that got him into such an uproar that He 

9

 Ripe and Ready: Why the Fruits Are the Gifts

would physically cast out those who were in the temple? 

This   was   a   violent   act—He   was   overturning   their 

tables, pouring out their money and beating them with a 

whip as he chased them from the temple. 

This was ONE MAN against all the money changers—

it   was   no   meek   act   of   speaking   here;   it   was   a   violent, 

physical act. 

What  was  it  that  moved  the  man  who  said,  "When 

 someone hits you, give him the other cheek to hit as well, " to act 

so violently toward those in the temple? 

I’m going to tell you, and I want you to listen closely, 

because this will change your life. 

The stories of the fig tree and the temple are related. 

When Jesus saw the fig tree, he recognized it by its 

leaves—it was a tree that He could reasonably expect to be 

bearing something to eat. 

It   was   the   appearance   of   the   tree   that   led   Him   to 

believe that. 

The tree had every indication about it that it was a tree 

with good fruit on it. 

It looked like a fig tree.  It was growing where a fig tree  

 should have been growing.  It was apparently large enough to 

be bearing fruit. 

But when He came for some sustenance, the tree had 

nothing to offer Him. 

The tree, you see, was an impostor.  It should have been  

 bearing fruit,  but it wasn't. 

Then,   when   He   went   into   the   Temple,   Jesus   found 

another problem. 

The temple was the place where God's presence was 

supposed to be dwelling. 
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It was a place where men were supposed to pray and 

remember the God who had brought them out of Egypt. 

It  was a place  where  men  who  had  been  convicted 

were   supposed   to   be   able   to   come   and   meet   God   and 

receive forgiveness for their sins. 

Instead   of   finding   the   place   that   represented   God's 

love toward men, however, Jesus found a place where a 

group   of   impostors   had   set   themselves   up   as   an 

ecclesiastical   authority—men   who   were   exercising   their 

own will over other men—so that they could perpetuate 

their control over the lives of the people around them. 

Inside, Jesus found a business—it was a smoothly oiled 

machine that was cleverly disguised as the temple. 

The appearance of the temple is what drew so many to 

it. 

It looked like a temple, it was in the place where a 

temple should have been, but when He looked for the fruit 

that should have been there, He found nothing. 

So in fury, Jesus cast out the "thieves" who were in the 

temple. 

Many have assumed that the "thieves" were those who 

were   changing   the   money,   because   they   were   possibly 

cheating the people whose money they changed. 

I believe, however, Jesus was talking about those who 

had   stolen   the   fruit   that   should   legitimately   have   been 

there for those coming to the temple. 

The thieves had stolen the opportunity to meet with 

God from the people, because they were too busy setting 

themselves up as gods. 

Now,   I'm   not   saying   they   were   seeking   to   be 

worshiped. I'm saying they were trying to govern the lives 

of everyone so that they could have power over them. 
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Did you know that the word "judge" is the same as the 

word "god" in the Hebrew language? 

In Hebrew, "Elohim" means God, and  it also means 

"Judge." 

Jesus  was  furious,   because  these  people  represented 

the   corruption   that   had   overtaken   the   temple   and   had 

hidden the Gospel from the people. 

All they had was the endless litany of mantras they 

chant to justify their judging and their never-ending quest 

to teach sinners to hide their sins, so everyone would think 

they were believers. 

But today, God is not without fig trees that actually 

have fruit on them! 

There are Christians who are true, believers who are 

believers indeed, who truly love the Lord with all their 

hearts—who will truly allow the light of Christ to shine 

through   them   and   touch   the   hearts   of   those   who   are 

seeking. 

When they come to the temple, God wants people to 

be able to find the Gospel of Jesus Christ there! He wants 

them to find the real Christianity there! When they come 

looking   for   fruit,   He   wants   them   to   be   able   to   find 

something that will give them life! 

That's what the Holy Spirit is designed to do in your 

life. 
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Chapter 2

The Nature of Fruit—And the 

2 

Trees That Sprout It

Jesus makes an interesting statement in Matthew 7:

 Go in through the narrow gate; for wide is the gate, and  

 broad is the way that leads to death. And many are the ones  

 who go through it. For narrow is the gate, and constricted is  

 the way that leads into life, and few are the ones who find it. 

 But beware of the false prophets who come to you in sheep's  

 clothing, but inside they are plundering wolves. From their  

 fruits   you   shall   know   them.   Do   they   gather   grapes   from  

 thorns, or figs from thistles? So every good tree produces good  

 fruits; but the corrupt tree produces evil fruits. A good tree  

 cannot produce evil fruits, nor a corrupt tree produce good  

 fruits. 

Matthew 7:13-18

Try as hard as you can, you CANNOT make a corrupt 

tree produce  good fruits!  The  fruit  may  look good  and 

taste good, but IT IS POISON! IT IS CORRUPT, just like 

the tree it came from! 

The   narrow   gate   that   Jesus   was   talking   about   is   this: 

 understand that a corrupt tree can’t produce good fruit! 

That   fundamental   understanding   will   change 

everything  you  know   about   Christianity   and   about   the 

Holy Spirit. 

God's purpose is not to change the fruits we produce—

it is to CHANGE US! 

A person who is unchanged can produce something 

that looks like good fruit, but the fruit WILL NOT be good 
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fruit! 

Many   false   prophets   are   coming   through   the   wide 

gate, trying to make all the corrupt trees produce good 

fruits. Many ravening wolves are hiding as sheep, trying 

to   convince   the   sheep   to   follow   what   seems   to   be   the 

sensible   route—but   they   are   simply   hungry   wolves, 

seeking to chow down on the sheep! 

If you have any doubt what Jesus was talking about 

when   He   said   a   corrupt   tree   can't   produce   good   fruit, 

listen to what He said right before He said that:

 Therefore,   all   things,   whatever   you   desire   that   men  

 should do to you, so also you should do to them; for this is the  

 Law and the Prophets. 

Matthew 7:12

That’s it! Period. Class closed. End of lecture. 

He   wanted   the   religious   leaders   of  His   day  to  stop 

trying to put another law on the sheep! Stop trying to lead 

them down the wide road that leads to destruction! 

• One   group   teaches   that   you’re   a   lousy   Christian 

unless you wear your hair a certain way. 

• One   group   teaches   that   you   have   to   wear   your 

makeup a certain way, or more, or less makeup, or 

no makeup, etc. 

• One   group   teaches   that   you   have   to   wear   your 

clothes a certain way

It's all leading down the same WIDE path that leads to 

destruction. 

• SIN,   ACCORDING   TO   ROMANS   CHAPTER 

SEVEN, TOOK ADVANTAGE OF OUR BONDAGE 

TO   THE   RULES   AND   REGULATIONS   IN   THE 

LAW, AND IT KILLED US! WE CAN’T KEEP THE 

LAW! 
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That's exactly what the ravenous wolves want to do—

they want to kill us and take away the freedom we've been 

given by Christ. 

Many times when we think of false prophets, we think 

of people teaching all kinds of outlandish doctrines, even 

teaching that Christ wasn't who He said He was or some 

such   easily   discerned   nonsense.   But   the   REAL   false 

prophets are those who deny the work Jesus accomplished 

when He came in the flesh—those who teach us to come 

back again into the bondage of the letter of the Law from 

which He has set us free. 

Most of the things I listed above are GOOD THINGS! 

There’s   nothing   wrong   with   them—but   those   things 

should   proceed   out   of   us—they're   not   rules,   they're 

responses! 

Partner, we must have standards as I said before—but 

those standards should indicate to us who serves God and 

who   doesn't,   or  who  needs   encouragement   and  prayer. 

Remember, Jesus didn't  say "you shall  JUDGE  them  by 

their fruits," but "you shall KNOW them by their fruits." 

The difference is monumental. 

If we find a tree that produces corrupt fruit, it's not our 

job to uproot that tree and burn it—that's God’s job. It's 

our job to NOT EAT THE FRUIT. 

Don’t let the sin of the world corrupt you. Freedom is 

not a license to sin—it's a freedom to become an obedient 

slave to righteousness. 

We must not accept sin; but we must bear the burdens 

of those who are weak in the faith and build them up, not 

tear them down. 

When someone commits a sin, we must remember that 

the   sin   itself   is   not   the   issue—that   person   needs   to   be 
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closer to God, and it's our job to try to get them there. And 

remember, be sure you don't have a big telephone pole in 

your eye as you're trying to remove a toothpick from your 

friend's eye. 
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Chapter 3

Understanding What the Holy 

3 

Spirit Wants

Christianity is a religion based upon Judaism. 

Judaism is the root from which Christianity sprouted. 

But the fundamental misunderstanding of Judaism has 

found its way into Christianity—the Christianity that was 

implemented   with   the   sole   purpose   of   clearing   up   the 

misunderstanding. 

When you approach Christianity from the perspective 

that   Jesus   came   to   clear   up   the   fact   that   the   Jews 

misunderstood their own religion, you can see how Jewish 

people would be offended by the very prospect. 

The offense is exacerbated by the idea that GENTILES 

would  now  take hold  of this  decidedly  Jewish  religion, 

Christianity, and would propose to show the Jews how 

they've gotten their own religion wrong for millennia. 

Why in the world wouldn't that seem offensive to a 

Jew? 

This is the major reason why Jesus was called  "a stone 

 of stumbling, and a rock of offense..." (1 Peter 2:8). 

The   Jewish   people   stumbled   not   so   much   over   the 

proclamations or the miracles of Jesus—after all, there had 

been proclaimers before. There had been miracle workers 

before. 

No, they stumbled because this seemingly illegitimate 

son of a carpenter’s wife was telling them that they had 
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misunderstood   the   religion   of   their   father.   They   had 

received  the living Word of God at the hands of Moses 

and they had misused it and slain the prophets who were 

sent to tell them about it. 

Of course that's offensive to them. Of course they're 

going to be upset at Him when He calls them hypocrites 

and then shows them in their own Law that He's right. 

We read those stories in the Gospels and we chuckle 

within ourselves that Jesus was confounding these people

—and we often make the mistake of dismissing them as 

fumbling   buffoons   who   couldn't   understand   the   clear 

word that was placed before them. 

Let me repeat that, because it illuminates our problem 

so succinctly: We look at the Jews in the New Testament 

and we vainly believe they were clearly dim-witted—that 

we, somehow by virtue of the fact that we accepted Jesus, 

are granted some ability to understand what they couldn’t. 

But Christianity’s main problem is that it suffers from 

the same smugness they did. 

But   in   vanity,   many   ignore   the   fact   that   their 

corruption   goes   deeper  than   that   of   the   Pharisees.   For, 

while they held the truth in ignorance, many "Christians" 

hold the truth in willing disobedience. 

Simply, they submit themselves to the same errors the 

Pharisees practiced, all the while they look down on them 

for not believing the "obvious truth." 

In Romans chapter 7, Paul begins to explain the Gospel 

to the church at Rome in as simple a manner as he can. 

 Or,   brothers,   are   you   ignorant—for   I   speak   to   those  

 knowing the law—that the law rules over the man for as long  

 a time as he may live? For the married woman was bound by  

 law to the living husband; but if the husband dies, she is set  

 free from the law of the husband. So, then, if the husband is  
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 living, she will be called an adulteress if she becomes another  

 man s wife. 

Romans 7:1-3

Many believe that Paul was attempting, in the midst of 

his   great   discourse   in   Romans,   to   teach  us   the   laws  of 

heaven about marriage. But Paul is not trying to give us a 

primer   on   the   marital   law—he's   using   a   parable-type 

revelation to teach us about the Gospel of Jesus Christ! It’s 

true   that,   under   the   Law,   a   woman   is   bound   to   her 

husband   as   long   as   he   lives—but   the   key   phrase   is 

"UNDER THE LAW!" 

The instruction on marriage here is IRRELEVANT to 

the point! Paul could just as well have used the illustration 

of a subject being under the law of a king as long as the 

king lives. The gist is the same—the premise of the parable 

is true—but if we focus on the parable's premise and not 

on the greater spiritual truth it is illustrating, we miss the 

entire point of the illustration! 

Paul   goes   on   in   the   next   passage   to   explain   the 

illustration:

 So that, my brothers, you also were made dead to the law  

 through the body of Christ, for you to become Another’s, to  

 One raised from the dead, so that we may bear fruit to God. 

 For when we were in the flesh, the passions of sin worked in  

 our members through the law for the bearing of fruit unto  

 death. But now we have been set free from the law, having  

 died   to   that   in   which   we   were   held,   so   that   we   serve   in  

 newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter.  Romans 7:4-6

We have died to the Law—no longer are we under its 

precepts. There’s a very good reason we had to die to the 

Law: it was our own misuse of the Law that killed us! 

I’ll repeat that: We had to die to the Law because we 
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had misused it in such a way that it actually killed us. 

This is important, because many tend to look on the 

Law   with   the   disdain   that   is   implied   by   the   title   "Old 

Testament." They look at it as if the Law itself was inferior 

to   the   "New   Testament"   under   which   we   now   find 

ourselves. 

But Paul answers that assertion like this:

 What, then, shall we say? Is the law sin? Let it not be! 

 But I did not know sin except through the law; for also I did  

 not know lust except the law said, you shall not lust. But sin  

 taking occasion through the commandment worked every lust 

 in me; for apart from the law, sin was dead. And I was alive  

 apart from law once, but the commandment came, and sin  

 came alive, and I died. And the commandment which was to  

 life, this was found to be death to me; for sin taking occasion  

 through the commandment deceived me, and through it, killed  

 me. So indeed the law is holy, and the commandment holy and  

 just and good. 

Romans 7:7-12

Holy means perfect. The Law was perfect, it was just, 

and it was good! 

So if we find ourselves looking down on the Law and 

those   in   its   covenant,   we   err.   Paul   says   that   the 

commandment—which was to life.. 

This means that the commandment was given to give 

life! 

Before the commandment, sin was dead—those who 

are   free   from   the   commandment   are   free   from   its 

conviction and condemnation. But death reigned because 

of the nature of sin in our bodies. So the commandment 

came, and sin took advantage of our rebellious nature to 

work   death   in   us   by   the   very   commandment   that   was 

given to bring us life! 
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That’s why Paul says that sin used the commandment 

to deceive us! The Law was given for life, but we humans 

refused to give up our rebellious nature, and instead, we 

allowed   sin   to   kill   us,   using   the   commandment   as   its 

weapon! 

We allowed sin to use the Holy Law as an unrighteous 

weapon against us because we allowed sin to convince us 

that we could continue living in self-righteousness using 

the Law as a self-justifier! 

Let me spell that out:

• The Law is holy

• The Law came to give us life

• Sin used the Law to kill us by convincing us that we 

could use the Law to win a place in God’s favor

How   was   Abraham—who   lived   before   the   Law—

justified? 

By FAITH! 

How was David—who lived under the Law—justified? 

By FAITH! 

Neither man was justified by keeping the precepts of 

the Law. Jesus gleefully cited David’s blatant disregard of 

the people’s insistence on keeping the letter of the Law as 

an example of RIGHTEOUSNESS! 

Paul  goes  on   to  define  what   he   said  earlier  so  that 

there’s no misunderstanding:

 Then that which is good, has it become death to me? Let it  

 not be! But sin, that it might appear to be sin, having worked  

 out death to me through the good, in order that sin might  

 become excessively sinful through the commandment. For we  

 know that the law is spiritual, and I am fleshly, having been  

 sold under sin. 
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Romans 7:13-14

And this is the crux of our problem. 

The   Law   is   righteous—but   it’s   also   spiritual;   it’s 

fundamentally at odds with our nature, which is fleshly! 

The Law, which is holy, is fundamentally at odds with 

us because we are fleshly and it is spiritual! 

So we try to take the spiritual thing and use it in a 

fleshly manner! We take the spiritual revelation that was 

intended to work life in us and we try to use it with our 

fleshly manner—and what was intended for life instead 

creates death through misuse! 

Sin uses the righteous commandment in a sinful way 

to compound the sin that naturally lives in each human 

being from conception! 

Sin is latent in us; we are fleshly—sold under sin. 

So   when   the   commandment   came,   sin   sought   to 

exploit   that   latent   sinful   nature   by   using   the 

commandment   as   an   extension   of   itself   to   become 

exceedingly   sinful   in   us!   The   spiritual   law,   which   was 

designed   to   give   us  life,  does   not  work   when   used  by 

sinful   flesh   as   a   tool   of   self-righteousness!   Our   very 

perversion of the Law by trying to make the spiritual into 

something fleshly actually caused the life-giving Law to 

bring DEATH to us! 

It’s like this: we need to drink water almost daily to 

sustain life. But if we try to breathe it, it will kill us. In 

other words, if we use the water in a manner for which it 

was   not   intended,   the   thing   that   is   necessary   for   life 

 becomes an instrument of death. 

It’s the same with the Law. The commandment came 

to give life, but we used it in a manner for which it was 

not intended, so that instead of giving life, it killed us. 
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What was the manner we used it in? We tried to rely 

upon ourselves to achieve godliness through keeping the 

letter of the Law instead of its intention. 

That bears repeating, because it is absolutely essential 

in understanding the nature of our problem:

The way we misused the Law was that we tried to—

through the flesh—keep the Law’s letter, while we ignored 

its intention, which was spiritual in nature. 

Paul goes on to describe the dilemma in which this 

leaves us:

 For what I work out, I do not know. For what I do not  

 desire, this I do. But what I hate, this I do. 

Romans 7:15

When you try to use your flesh to keep the spiritual 

Law, you don't know what you’re working out—you do 

those things that you intend not to do. You hate the things 

you're doing! 

This is a wretched position to be in! You understand 

what things you should not be doing, but the more you try 

in your flesh to not do them, the more helpless you are 

before them! 

The reason is simple: the commandment that says you 

shouldn’t   do   them   is   SPIRITUAL,   but   humans   are 

FLESHLY,   sold   under   sin!   We   are   fundamentally   AT 

ODDS! 

 But if I do what I do not desire, I agree with the law, that  

 it is good. 

Romans 7:16

One thing is certain—when you hate the things you 

do, you testify that the Law that commanded you not to 

do them is righteous. 
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This   is   the   position   that   most   Christians   find 

themselves   in—because   they   don't   understand   the   true 

nature of the TRUE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT. 

They know what’s right. 

They know what the Old Testament commanded, and 

they   know   that   the   New   Testament   restates   the 

commandments   in   a   simpler   form:   Thou   shalt   love   the 

Lord, and thou shalt love thy neighbor. 

But from that point on, they STOP. They have no idea 

how to keep those two commandments. The very fact that 

they   want   to   keep   them   is   testimony   that   the 

commandments   are   righteous.   The   fact   that   Christians 

hate it when they fall short of the commandments says 

that the commandments are holy. 

But Christians find themselves in the same place the 

Jews   of   Jesus’   day   found   themselves—they’re   trying   to 

keep a spiritual commandment through the agency of the 

FLESH! 

 IT WON’T WORK! 

Of course you’re going to run into trouble when you 

do that! Of course you’re going to find yourself coming up 

short! 

The flesh is SOLD UNDER SIN! It is fundamentally the 

enemy   of   the   commandment,   which   is  HOLY  and 

SPIRITUAL! 

Paul goes on to hammer the problem home:

 But now I no longer work it out, but the sin dwelling in  

 me. For I know that in me, that is in my flesh, dwells no good. 

 For to desire is present to me, but to work out the good I do  

 not find. For what good I desire, I do not. But the evil I do not  

 desire, this I do. But if I do what I do not desire, it is no longer  

 I working it out, but the sin dwelling in me. I find then the  
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 law, when I desire to do the right, that evil is present with me. 

 For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man; 

 but I see another law in my members warring against the law  

 of my mind, and taking me captive by the law of sin being in  

 my members. O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me  

 from the body of this death? 

Romans 7:17-24

When I desire to DO GOOD—what is good? It is the 

Law—when I desire to do the law, I find that I do not do 

it! 

When I desire not to do evil, I find myself doing it! 

Here's one of the most important things Paul says here: 

If I do the things I don't want to do, then I must not be in 

control! 

It is not the sinner that does these things—it is the sin 

THAT DWELLS IN THE SINNER! YUCK! Did you ever 

think about sin LIVING in you? 

Remember   what   Paul   said   earlier?   Before   the 

commandment,   sin   was   DEAD!   But   the   commandment 

came, and sin CAME ALIVE! Where did it come to live? 

IN YOU! 

Then Paul says that sin took you captive! You were its 

slave! 

But then he also makes it clear where the problem lies 

when he says who will deliver me FROM THE BODY of 

this death... 

What is dead? You are the one sin killed through the 

commandment. 

How did it kill you? By living in your body. 

What   is   your   only   hope?   To   be   delivered   from   the 

flesh, where sin now lives. 

This   is   Paul's   whole   purpose   in   this   chapter—
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remember, the chapter began with describing how to be 

free from a law. It must die. 

The law of sin was raging and ruling in your mortal 

body! That body must DIE so that the sin that controls it 

will no longer have the power of law over you! 

This   is   why   Jesus   had   to   die   on   the   cross   and   be 

resurrected! It is so that you can follow Him into death, 

and   into   resurrection.   That   way,   the   body,   which   has 

become host to sin and death, will die, and you will be 

freed from the Law of sin and death! 

Paul even states as much:

 I thank. God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then I  

 myself with the mind truly serve the law of God, and with the  

 flesh the law of sin. There is therefore now no condemnation to  

 those in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, 

 but according to the Spirit. For the law of the spirit of life in  

 Christ Jesus set me free from the law of sin and of death. For  

 the law being powerless, in that  it was weak,  through  the  

 flesh, God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 

 and concerning sin, condemned sin in the flesh. So that the  

 righteous demand of the law might be fulfilled in us, those not  

 walking according to flesh, but according to Spirit. 

Romans 7:25-8:4

• The Law was powerless—not on its own accord, but 

through   the   weakness   of   our   flesh—this   is 

FUNDAMENTAL for understanding this book! 

• Jesus   came   in   the   likeness   of   sinful   flesh   that   He 

might break the power of sin that reigned in flesh by 

fulfilling the demand of the Law

The power of sin was broken when the body that was 

bound to the Law of sin was killed! 

Read on as Paul continues:

 ... for the ones that are according to flesh mind the  
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 things of the flesh.   And the ones according to Spirit mind  

 the things of the Spirit. For the mind of the flesh is death; but  

 the mind of the Spirit is life and peace; because of this the  

 mind of the flesh is enmity towards God; for it is not subject to  

 the law of God, for neither can it be. And those being in the  

 flesh are not able to please God. 

Romans 8:5-8

Why can't the mind of flesh be subject to the law of 

God?   Because   the   law   of   God   is   SPIRITUAL!   If   you're 

subjected to the flesh, you’re not in control—the sin that 

reigns in mortal flesh is in control. 

If you're subjected to the Spirit, you're not in control—

the Spirit that breathed the righteous Law is in control! 

 Either way, you’re not in control! 

This seems like understanding we've all heard before, 

because this passage of scripture is familiar to us—but it's 

part   of   a   larger   teaching.   The   teaching   is   this:   the 

fundamental problem with the Law of Moses was not the 

Law itself, but the flesh, which was diametrically opposed 

to the Law. 

The flesh is sold to sin—it belongs to the sin under 

which it was born. 

If you try to keep the Law through your flesh, you use 

the  righteous  Law  unrighteously,  and  you shouldn't  be 

surprised when you fail, because the spiritual Law cannot 

be used by perverted flesh! 

Paul continues:

 But you are not in flesh, but in Spirit, since the spirit of  

 God dwells in you. But if anyone has not the Spirit of Christ, 

 this one is not His. But if Christ is in you, the body indeed is  

 dead   because   of   sin,   but   the   Spirit   is   life   because   of  

 righteousness. But if the Spirit of the One having raised Jesus  

 from the dead dwells in you, the One having raised the Christ  
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 from the dead will also make your mortal bodies live through  

 the indwelling of His Spirit in you. 

Romans 8:9-11

Death reigns through sin in our bodies as long as our 

bodies live! If the Spirit of Christ makes His home in you, 

death will die, and your body will come alive through that 

very indwelling! 

Remember   earlier,   Paul   said   that   when   we   sin   but 

don't want to, it isn't us that sins, but sin that DWELLS IN 

US. 

Here, however, he gives the solution— if the Holy Ghost  

 lives in us, the sin that was there before working death in us  

 will DIE, and our bodies will be resurrected by the same power  

 that resurrected Jesus from the dead, causing us to finally LIVE! 

Finally, in case we misunderstand, Paul concludes the 

teaching:

 So, then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live  

 according to the flesh; for if you live according to the flesh, 

 you are going to die. But if by the Spirit you put to death the  

 practices of the body, you will live. For as many are led by the  

 Spirit  of  God,  these are the sons of God. For you  did not  

 receive a spirit of slavery again to fear, but you received a  

 spirit of adoption by which we cry, Abba! Father! 

Romans 8:12-15

This, in a nutshell, is the lesson:

• If   we   try   to   keep   the   commandments   through   the 

flesh, we are dead men. 

• If   we   instead   allow   the   Spirit   of   God   to   put   the 

nature of the flesh to death in us, we will live. 

How do we do this?  "those who are led by the Spirit"  are 

the sons of God! 

We must stop, once and for all, trying to figure out 
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how to be Christians. Instead, we must kill this flesh by 

submitting to the Spirit! 

This   is   why   most   Christians   find   themselves   in   the 

same position as the Pharisees and don't even know it! 

They   are   trying   to   do   to   the   New   Testament   what   the 

Pharisees did to the Old Testament—they're trying to take 

what's spiritual and make it work through a fleshly body 

that’s designed to resist it! 
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Chapter 4

The Gift of the Spirit

4 

Notice that the title of this chapter isn’t the "gift(s)" of 

the Spirit. It is the GIFT. Singular. 

God’s   gift   to   us   through   the   Spirit   is   one   that   is 

fundamentally life-changing. 

It is the gift of being born again. 

Listen to what Paul says:

 But   the   fruit   of   the   Spirit   is   love,   joy,   peace,   long  

 suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance:  

 against such there is no law. 

Galatians 5:22-23

Note   that   the   apostle   didn’t   say   these   things   were 

PRECURSORS to the Spirit... 

He didn’t say these things would bring the Spirit to 

you.. 

He didn’t say these things made you a Christian... No. 

Paul said these are the things that will NATURALLY 

GROW FROM YOU WHEN YOU ARE IN THE SPIRIT! 

Producing   those   traits   does   not   PUT   YOU   IN   THE 

SPIRIT! 

Being in the Spirit produces those traits. 

Do you see the difference? 

When you turn on a light switch at your house, the 

light bulb doesn’t produce the electricity. 

The   electricity   flows   into   the   bulb   and   heats   up   its 
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filaments, and that glow from that heat produces the light. 

Similarly,   being   meek   and   kind   does   not   mean 

someone is in the Spirit. 

It   is   when   someone   is   in   the   Spirit—when   the 

electricity  flows, so to speak—that  the fruits  come as  a 

NATURAL BY PRODUCT of them being in the Spirit! 

That is the entire secret of the Gospel and of this book! 

The FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT ARE THE GIFTS OF THE 

SPIRIT! Don’t misunderstand me. 

What   we   commonly   call   the   “gifts   of   the   Spirit:” 

tongues, prophecies, words of wisdom, healing, etc., are 

certainly gifts of the Spirit! Do not for a second discount 

them and think that they are to be esteemed lightly! 

What I am intending to say, however, is that the fruit 

of the Spirit—the fundamental change God makes in your 

VERY PERSONALITY—is the Spirit’s most precious and 

enduring GIFT! 

Read what the Apostle Paul says about it:

 Love never fails.   But where there are prophecies, they  

 will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where  

 there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and  

 we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect  

 disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought  

 like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I  

 put childish ways behind me. Now we see but a poor reflection  

 as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in  

 part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. And  

 now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest 

 of these is love. 

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 NIV

The gifts of the Spirit that enable us to work miracles 

are glorious indeed! But the thing that will last beyond 

us. . 
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The thing that will make us change lives... 

The thing that will distinguish us as true believers... 

That thing is the LOVE that comes from the indwelling 

Spirit of God! 

As you finish up this little book, I want you to come 

away   with   that   one   understanding—The   Holy   Ghost 

comes   to   live   inside   you   so   that   you   can   become   like 

Christ,   behaving   like   Him,   working   miracles   like   Him, 

loving like Him—and  eventually  ascending into heaven 

like Him. 

The Holy Spirit was given to  accomplish all those things in  

 your life! 

Partner’s, this in home Holy Spirit School of Ministry 

is a vital part of your monthly spiritual growth. Do not 

miss one lesson. 

Remember, when all 12 lessons are finished at the end 

of this year, I will be sending your beautiful Graduation 

Certificate. You will be proud to frame and display it in a 

nice place of recognition. 

The   next   lesson   in   the   series   is   entitled:   On   Their 

 Hearts: The Covenant Breathed. 

Don’t miss your copy! 

Beloved, as you walk in the Spirit daily, walk also in 

obedience   to   His   guidance   concerning   giving   and 

receiving. The Word of God promises us abundance when 

we obey the leading of the Spirit and plant into good soil, 

(Malachi 3:10-11). As you plant in the good soil of Morris 

Cerullo World Evangelism you are planting in the lives of 

millions of souls around the world. Those souls go into 

your heavenly account which on that great day will you be 

able see the multitudes that are being affected, and hear 

Him say "Welcome thy Good and Faithful Servant!" 
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