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THE TRINITY
ALL AROUND YOU

					Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

					—Matthew 28:19

					If you had to write down the three most important questions a person needs to find the answers to in this world, I wonder what they might be? Let me tell you what I think—in fact, I am sure—would be the first one, and that is: Is there a God? Now, you might say, “Well, that’s because you are a preacher, a theologian, and you think that way.” Not necessarily. 

					Mortimer Adler was no preacher or theologian. He was, of course, a famous professor at the University of Chicago. He is also the general editor over several dozen other editors of Britannica’s massive work entitled Great Books of the Western World (they take up two and a half shelves in my library—54 large volumes containing virtually all of the greatest works of the greatest writers of the Western world for more than 2,000 years). 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					Adler created a Syntopicon—which enables you to take any particular subject you want to investigate and find which writers say what about it and where—in every one of the Great Books. When it comes to the subject of God, he says: 

					With the exception of certain math-ematicians and physicists, all of the authors of the great books are represented in this chapter. In sheer quantity of references, as well as in variety, it is the largest chapter. The reason is obvious. More consequences for thought and action follow from the affirmation or denial of God than from answering any other [human] basic question. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					. . .

					The whole tenor of human life is certainly affected by whether men regard themselves as the supreme beings in the universe or acknowledge a superior—a superhuman being whom they conceive as an object of fear or love, a force to be defied or a Lord to be obeyed.

					Yes, the most important question that has ever entered the human mind is this: Is there a God? The second and third questions, I believe, would be the following.

					Second: What is this God like? Is He like Allah, a solitary, lonely, singular being sup-posedly existing from all eternity and darkness with no one to communicate with or to love? Or is He like one of the three million Hindu gods? Or maybe He is a demon. What is He like? What is the nature of His being?

					The third question: How can I be reconciled to this most powerful Being in all of the world, who says that through the Fall, I have become unreconciled, guilty, and cast out? How can I get back into His favor?

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					WHAT GOD IS LIKE

					 I would like to focus on the second of those points: What is God like? God has revealed Himself in two books—first of all, and most importantly, the book of Scripture; and second, the book of nature. God reveals Himself in the creation He has made. 

					The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard (Psalm 19:1). 

					For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made . . . so that they are without excuse (Romans 1:20). 

					It is called “natural revelation.” I would like to discuss the evidence for the existence of the Triune God in nature. Unbeknownst to many, the Bible fairly scintillates with texts dealing with the Trinity. Most people read the Bible over and over again and hardly see that. The fact of the matter is, the book of nature contains such a revelation of the Trinity of God that, again, it is rather amazing that very few people see that. So let us take a close look. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					The great theologian of Princeton, A.A. Hodge, the son of Charles Hodge, discussed the revelation God has made of Himself as three Persons in His inspired Word. He said:

					This we must do with bowed heads and reverent hearts, for the ground on which we stand is holy. The subject is transcendently sacred; it is the infinitely righteous and majestic God.

					As Christians we affirm the threefold personality of God, as taught in Scriptures: that God is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and that there is but one God. This, I believe, is the most intellectually satisfying, the most emotionally satisfying of all concepts of God that have ever been held by man. I hope you will agree. 

					You probably know that the word “trinity” is not itself found in the Bible. On the other hand, neither is Sunday school, nor world missions, nor Bible society, nor a thousand other words we use all of the time. But the facts of the Triunity of God are clearly seen in these four facts:

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					
							The Father is God, said thousands of times.

							The Son is God, said hundreds and hundreds of times.

							And the Holy Spirit is God, said scores of times.

							Finally, there is but one God.

					

					We do not believe there are three different gods. We are not tri-theists. We do not believe there is simply a single person in the Godhead, but that within the essence of the one Godhead there are three centers of personalities, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. There are those that have tried to paint us as polytheists or tri-theists, believing in numerous gods, and yet the Scripture could not be more clear. There is but one God. “I am God, and there is none else” (Isaiah 45:22), saith Jehovah. This is repeated thousands of times in various ways in the Bible. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					Among the Jews there is the famous Shema, which they recite every Sabbath Day. Shema simply means “hear.” “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord” (Deuteronomy 6:4). We are monotheists of the strictest sort, but we believe that within that one and singular and only God, there are three personalities. It begins to be revealed right from the very beginning of the Scripture, but the revelation is gradual and cumulative until the time we come to the New Testament, where it fairly shouts out. 

					I urge you to look carefully at some pronouns. In the very first chapter of the first book of the Bible—even if you go to the first verse of that book—you would see there, “In the beginning God [Elohim] created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). In Hebrew the word for “God” is Elohim. If you are a little rusty on your Hebrew, let me tell you that the word happens to be plural. The word El is singular, but Elohim is plural. It could literally be translated “In the beginning Gods created the heaven and the earth.” But we know that it is plural because it contains within it the personalities of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					We also read where God said, “Let us make man in our image . . . and in the image of God created he him” . . . in his own image (Genesis 1:26-27). “Us,” “Our,” “His.” And so over and over again, even in the Old Testament, when God speaks, He goes back and forth between the singular and the plural, the plural to singular, because He is the singular-plural God. 

					By the way, one of the great problems of Greek philosophy was solving the problem of the one and the many. That occupied a thousand years of their time. It’s all solved in the Trinity. God is the One, but He is the Many; all exist within Him. 

					We find that people in the natural world try to offer explanations for God, but they virtually fall flat on their faces. One of the members of our church years ago was trying to explain God, the Trinity, to someone: “You see, it’s like a cherry pie that is cut into three slices. This slice represents God the Father, and this slice is the Son, and this slice is the Holy Spirit.” 

					Well, that works for cherry pie, and even for apple pie, but it doesn’t work for God, because, dear friend, the Father is not a third of God, the Son is not a third of God, and the Holy Spirit is not a third of God. The Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					There are others that say, “I’ll explain it to you very simply. You see, it’s like this. First of all, God came out wearing a long beard (He was an old man), and He revealed Himself as the Father. Then, when the first act in the great drama was completed, He went behind the curtain, changed His garb and came out as a young man, the Son. Having completed that act, when He was received up into Heaven, He finally came out as the invisible man, the Holy Spirit. You see, how easy it is.” 

					What is wrong with that? Other than being one of the most ancient of heresies believed and taught in a lot of Sunday schools today, it just won’t work because, you see, in that scenario there was only one person in three different garbs. That is called modal monarchianism, that the monarch, God, the King, comes out in various modes—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. But that is not the doctrine of the Trinity, nor is that the God that we worship. The Bible teaches there are three persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—in the one Godhead. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					Someone else offers this explanation: “You see, it’s like water. Sometimes water is solid; sometimes it’s liquid, and sometimes it’s gaseous. That is the way God is.” No, it isn’t. 

					Water cannot be liquid, solid, and gas at the same time, but God is always Father and always Son and always Holy Spirit. You say, “Now, I’m beginning to be a little confused. I’ve been using one of those illustrations all my life to explain the Trinity to people.”

					THE UNIVERSE ITSELF

					Well, let me give you one that is true. As far as I know, this is the only illustration in the entire universe that explains it correctly. What is it? Very simply, it is the universe itself. Dr. Nathan Wood, formerly president of Gordon College of Theology and Missions, wrote a magnificent book, The Secret of the Universe. In it he spells out for us the result of years of searching in the natural realm for some kind of analogy that was correct for the Trinity. He finally came up with the universe itself. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					It is so simple. It is right there in front of us. We can never get away from it. It is always there. We ought to see it very clearly. He points out that any man who manufactures anything or makes anything with his hands is going to inevitably leave his fingerprints upon it. If you were to create a table or chair or something in your workshop, it would contain your fingerprints.

					Dr. Wood says that the universe is covered with the fingerprints of the Trinity because it was made by the Triune God. The Bible says that the Father created the universe, the Son created the universe, and the Holy Spirit created the universe—the Triune God created the universe. What does Dr. Wood mean by that? Well, there are fingerprints everywhere. We just don’t see them. 

					I would suppose that there are literally millions of fingerprints in this very sanctuary. Did you see any today? Not a one. We are blind as a bat when it comes to fingerprints. We just don’t see them. First of all, we are not looking for them. Now you might see them at home on a mirror or something like that, but ordinarily, we don’t see fingerprints. However, if a detective were to come in here and begin to dust the wood on the pew in front of you, he would find thousands of them. So let’s put on our Sherlock Holmes cap, get out our dusting brush, and see if we can see the fingerprints of Him who made all things.

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					What does the universe consist of? If you were to ask a scientist, he would tell you it consists of space, time, and matter. I guess every ninth grader has learned that. Space, time, and matter—those three and nothing else. Isn’t that interesting. Not four, not two, not seven, but those three. Now, amazing to tell, we find all of those same three things everywhere in the universe—not that we have a universe where some of them exist sometimes and not at other times. It is also true that each of the triune parts of the universe is, in itself, triune. 

					SPACE

					Let us look at each one of them. For example, consider space. What is space composed of? It is composed of length and breadth and height. Always. There is nothing you could name that is not composed of all three of those. If you were to simply take a pencil and draw a line on a piece of paper, it would have length, it would have a little bit of width, and if you looked in a powerful microscope, you would discover it has quite a bit of height. You can’t see it with your naked eye; however, it’s always there. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					Something that I think is amazing about this is that God always consists of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—not one or the other. It is not a piece of the pie; it is the whole thing, always. Imagine a square block that a child would play with. Draw a picture of it in three dimensions. Then you could take that picture, and with a pencil and using all length, you could make a bunch of lines and fill in that entire block with nothing but length. I have done that sometimes in fancy lettering. Maybe some of you have as well. Or you could take the same block and make the whole thing out of width or out of height. The fact of the matter is that it is all length, it is all breadth, it is all height all of the time. That is a perfect illustration of the Trinity.

					TIME

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					Or take the matter of time. Of what does time consist? Obviously, it consists of the past, the present, and the future—those three. Any time we have ever known in this universe always consists of those three. Usually we have the idea that we come out of the past, and that really is first, because that is where we came from. The fact of the matter is, time comes from the future, and we meet it head on. 

					For example, today, yesterday was called tomorrow, and now it is today. A week ago it was called next week, and now it is today. A year ago, it was called next year. So as time approaches us and we move through it, that is what always happens. Anything is first in the future, then in the present, and then it disappears into the past. That is the way time always works. That in itself is an amazing story when you examine it carefully. Past, present, and future.

					Dr. Nathan R. Wood gives a fascinating quote that is so remarkable I would like to share it with you. I would challenge you to try to see if you can follow his drift. 

					He is going to give a long paragraph. Then he is going to give it again, only this time he is simply going to change four words. These four words are “time,” “future,” “present,” and “past.” They are going to be changed into “God,” “Father,” “Son,” and “Holy Spirit.” You are going to find out something some of you never knew before—that time, which you live by, which you look at constantly in the way of clocks, and which you make your lives run by, is an incredible illustration of the divine Trinity. Read carefully:

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					The Future is the source. The Future is unseen, unknown, except as it continually embodies itself and makes itself visible in the Present. The Present is what we see, and hear, and know. It is ceaselessly embodying the Future, day by day, hour by hour, moment by moment. It is perpetually revealing the Future, hitherto invisible.

					The Future is logically first, but not chronologically. For the Present exists as long as Time exists and was in the absolute beginning of Time. The Present has existed as long as Time has existed. Time acts through and in the Present. It makes itself visible only in the Present. The Future acts and reveals itself through the Present. It is through the Present that Time, that the Future, enters into union with human life. Time and humanity meet and unite in the Present. It is in the Present that Time, that the Future, becomes a part of human life, and so is born and lives and dies in human life.

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					The Past in turn comes from the Present. We cannot say that it embodies the Present. On the contrary, Time in issuing from the Present into the Past becomes invisible again. The Past does not embody the Present. Rather it proceeds silently, endlessly, invisibly from it. . . .

					The Present therefore comes out from the invisible Future. The Present perpetually and ever-newly embodies the Future in visible, audible, livable form; and returns again into invisible Time in the Past. The Past acts invisibly. It continually influences us with regard to the Present. It casts light upon the Present. That is its great function. It helps us to live in the Present which we know, and with reference to the Future which we expect to see.”

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					—Dr. Nathan R. Wood, Secret of the Universe, 7th Ed., Warwich Press, Boston. pp. 44-45.

					That is an exact description of the way time operates. It is a perfect analogy. I am using “analogy” not in the common sense of the word that something is like something or a simile or metaphor, but in the mathematical meaning of the word, which means it is an exact replica as far as every line, every angle, every corner is concerned.

					SUBSTITUTE FOUR WORDS

					Now let us replace the words. “Time” is replaced by “God”; the “Future” by the “Father”; the “Present” by the “Son”; and the “Past” by the “Holy Spirit” (every word the same but these four). You will see that perfect analogy and you will see the divine Trinity you have been swimming in all of your life.

					The Father is the source. The Father is unseen except as He continually embodies Himself and makes Himself visible in the Son. The Son is what we see, and hear, and know. He is ceaselessly embodying the Father, day by day, hour by hour, moment by moment. He is perpetually revealing the Father, hitherto invisible.

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					The Father is logically first, but not chronologically. For the Son exists as long as God exists, and was in the absolute beginning of God. The Son has existed as long as God has existed.

					God acts through and in the Son. He makes Himself visible only in the Son. The Father acts and reveals Himself through the Son. It is through the Son that God, that the Father, enters into union with human life. God and humanity meet and unite in the Son. It is in the Son that God, that the Father, becomes a part of human life, and so is born and lives and dies in human life.

					The Spirit in turn comes from the Son. We cannot say that He embodies the Son. On the contrary God, in issuing from the Son into the Spirit, becomes invisible again. The Spirit does not embody the Son. Rather He proceeds silently, endlessly, invisibly from Him. . . .

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					The Son therefore comes out from the invisible Father. The Son perpetually and ever-newly embodies the Father in visible, audible, livable form, and returns into invisible God in the Spirit. The Spirit acts invisibly. He continually influences us with regard to the Son. He casts light upon the Son. That is His great function. He helps us to live in the Son whom we know and with reference to the Father whom we expect to see.

					That, my friends, is an exact mathematical analogy that each of the portions of the triunity of the universe are in themselves triune.

					MATTER

					What about matter? What is matter? Ask the scientist and he will tell you that matter is very simply energy in motion producing phenomena. Energy is composed of atoms made up of tiny electrical charges, with the electrons whirling around the nucleus at speeds anywhere from one trillion to one quadrillion miles per second—at such incredible speeds we can’t even imagine what they are. Of course, if you look at an atom, it is very much like the solar system, and the solar system is made up primarily of . . . nothing—space. And so it is with every atom. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					If that pew you are sitting on could suddenly stand still and you could see with microscopic eyes what it really is made of, you would have the feeling that you are sitting on air. You see, this energy in motion is producing phenomena, such as the hardness of the pew you are sitting on, the pew in front of you, the softness of your coat or dress, and the color of your tie. Everything we know—from aromas to colors to concrete skyscrapers—is made up of those same little atoms whirling about at tremendous speed and producing these various phenomena. 

					So we see that space is made up of length, breadth, and height. Time is past, present, and future, and matter also is triune in that it is energy in motion producing phenomena. Not only is the universe triune, but it is made up of three different things, which are each in themselves triune. We see that the fingerprints of God are everywhere about us. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					This is my Father’s world. He made it, and it bears His fingerprints, if we only have the eyes to see or to consider or to think about it. Surely the book of nature reveals in an unmistakable way to anyone who has the eyes to see that this is a divinely created world, created by the Triune God.

					RELATIONSHIPS

					What are some other things we can learn from that? I think one other thing the Trinity teaches us is the importance of relationships. God has not been sitting, as I said, singularly, solitarily alone forever in darkness, but rather He and the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit have been carrying on intimate communion among themselves forever. So we see that relationships are very important. They are important to God; they should be important to us, and thus God has set us in families. He has set the solitary in families. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					We see that families are important. Marriage is important. We live in a time when there are millions of people who don’t think those things are very important. We have more unmarried people than we have ever had before in this country. 

					UNITY

					Second, we see also that in that relationship there is the importance of unity. We are to reflect God in our family, in relationships, and in the unity of our family. When there is discord or strife or faultfinding or argumentation, we can see that we are, indeed, bringing discord into the picture that God would have us to know of the Triune God. 

					Not only relationships and unity are important, but third, is purpose. This, I think, is really astonishing. I don’t think I ever really saw this as clearly as I did this week, but we don’t know what God was doing before He created the universe. He didn’t just come into being; He has existed eternally. For all we know, before this universe, there was another one, and before that one, another one, and before that another one and another one. We don’t know. That is mere speculation. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					But one thing we do know, and that is what He is doing in this universe, that His principal work, as revealed to us in Scripture, is that the Father elects and predestinates a people for Himself. This is repeated over and over again as the purpose and the task of the Father in what is called the economic Trinity. It has nothing to do with money, but about the various functions the members of the Trinity have divided up among themselves for their own purposes. 

					
							We see that the Son has the purpose of being incarnated in human life, living a perfect life in our stead as our substitute, dying an atoning death upon the Cross to pay for our sins, rising from the dead to show that that sacrifice was accepted, and there is life beyond the grave, and ascending to the Father, where He now makes intercession for us; 

							The purpose of the Holy Spirit is not only to inspire the Scriptures for our edification, but also to regenerate and quicken us that we might be born anew by the Spirit and to sanctify us all through the life of our Christian experience, until finally He glorifies us when the last vestiges of sin are removed, and we are made perfect in the sight of God.

					

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					All of these tremendous activities occupy the time and the thought and the energy and the emotional output of the great Triune God. Astonishing as it may be, we are the center of their purpose. 

					What can we learn from that? Scripture tells us that “this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God” (John 17:3). God tells us that we should become more like Him. Dear friend, if you want to become more like Christ, I am going to tell you how. Apart from this, it is not possible. You can’t enter into a sympathetic union with the Triune God without entering into what is the passion and purpose of that God, which is, astonishingly, the salvation of the world. 

					Suppose you have an acquaintance who is an avid fisherman. He lives to fish. He talks about fish. That is all he talks about. His house is filled with trophies. He has his boats and his gear. Every free moment he is off to fish. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					He is into fishing, but you are really into Medieval poetry. You guys are really going to get along well. He is going to be so happy he met you. You are going to be so happy you met him—you, who can’t even stand to eat fish. He is surely going to be eager to hear your poetry. You can share it with him. You will love to hear his fish stories, won’t you. Sure you will. You are never going to really be close.

					Even that illustration falls far short of the fact that unless you can enter into the heart passion of Christ, of the Father, and of the Holy Spirit—which is the redemption of mankind—you are never going to really get close to Him. So I would ask you: Is that your passion? Is that the reason for which you live? Do you have this great concern for a lost mankind that moves you to prepare yourself to study, to be able to share on every possible given occasion the glorious glad tidings of the Gospel? Do you share the heartbeat of the Savior or is that utterly alien to you? For some of you it is, and you think you are near to God. Friend, you are deluded. 

					This is eternal life—to know the true God, and you will only know Him when you know the very purpose of His existence and when you enter into that purpose with Him. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					. . .

					PRAYER

					Father, help us to know Thee, the only true God, to know what Thy great desires are, to know what Your heart beats for, what concerns Your mind, what has caused You even in Your great love to give up Your only Son. O God, may we enter into that passion ourselves. May we become concerned about that for which Thou has given the last great measure of concern. We pray it in Christ’s holy name. Amen.

				

			

			
				
					II
THE TRINITY
AND THE BIBLE

					And God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” —Genesis 1:26

					As I said in the first section, the three most fundamental questions anyone can ask are: 

					
							Is there a God? 

							What is He like? 

							What is His relationship to the universe He has created, and how may I be rightly related to Him?

					

					We have seen that God has revealed the answers to these questions in two great books. First, there is the book of nature, which is called “general revelation.” 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard (Psalm 19:1-3). 

					Or as Paul tells us in Romans: 

					For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, . . . even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, . . . but became vain in their imaginations . . . and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever (Romans 1:20, 21b, 25).

					We searched in the book of nature for some indication of the Triune God, since the most distinguishing mark of Christianity is its belief in the Triunity of God. There is nothing like it anywhere else in the world. There are lone, bald monads of singular gods, and there are the plethora of gods in the polytheistic religions—like three million or more among the Hindus. But there is nowhere else to be found a Trinity—except the God of the Bible, who reveals Himself as Jehovah—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					We did see that when anything has been made in the workshop, the workman will generally leave his fingerprints upon it. Therefore, we saw that the greatest and the only true illustration of the Trinity found in nature is not water, not slices of a pie, but the universe itself. We live in a tri-universe. The universe is made up of space, time, and matter. Those three—no more. Furthermore, each of those is in itself triune. 

					• Space is always length and breadth and height, those three, and everything is all three at one time. It is not first one and then another and another—like water, ice, and gas, but always all three, because that is what the Trinity is.

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					• Time is always past, present, and future,

					• Matter, as a scientist will tell you, consists of energy, mainly in the form of electrons moving around a nucleus at speeds up to four quadrillion miles per second. Energy in motion producing phenomena—the phenomena of the hardness of the wood in the pew or the softness of your dress, and everything we see in this universe. 

					All of those are part of the universe, which is, indeed, a tri-universe. The fact of the matter is that we all live, move, and virtually swim in the midst of a gigantic illustration all around us all of the time of the Triunity of God, whose fingerprints are everywhere. Yet most people do not have the eyes to see them. I hope after reading all of this that some of you will be able to read the book of nature a little bit better and see that the hand that made you is truly divine.

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					THE BOOK OF SCRIPTURE

					Now we want to look at the other and greater of those two books, the book of Scripture. It is interesting that some who read the Scripture from cover to cover see no more of the Trinity there than they see when they look around. Though it is present everywhere, they don’t have eyes to see. 

					It is my hope and purpose in this message that you will be given eyes to see, if you don’t have them already. You will see that the entire Bible, both the Old and the New Testament, fairly scintillates with the Trinity. I am sure that may come as quite a surprise, since some of you may not have even thought it could be found there. Unfortunately, some people don’t have the eyes to see.

					Do you want to know how to recognize a cult? Sometimes people ask me, “Is (such and such) a cult?” The answer is easy. A cult is very easily recognizable. One thing all cults have in common is that none of them believes in the Trinity. One thing that all Christian denominations have in common is that they all believe in the Trinity. 

					Speaking of having eyes to see and ears to hear, the fact of the matter is that you are involved in Trinitarian worship every Sunday. Some of you were not even aware of that. Consider the Gloria Patri: “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.” Or examine the Doxology:

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts. . . . 

					Praise whom? Who is this God we are to praise? “Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 

					We practice Trinitarian worship because the essence of Christianity is the worship of the Triune God. That is denied by every cult. They are very easy to spot.

					WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

					So now, what does the Bible have to say? Well, it says it in many different places and different ways from the beginning to the end. For example, if we take the very first few words of the very first verse of the first chapter of the first book of the Bible, we see the Trinity. What does it say? It says, “In the beginning God created.” Those are actually three Hebrew words: Bereshith, “in the beginning”; barah, “He created”; “Gods” (notice that is plural); Elohim. The singular is El, God. The plural is Elohim. What it is saying is, “In the beginning, Gods [plural], He created.” 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					That is not very good grammar . . . or is it? It is if you happen to be God, because there you see the Triunity of God—the Three in One. The definition of the Trinity is very simple: “Within the One spiritual essence of the godhead, there are three personalities, or persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God—equally glorious, equally powerful, equally eternal. They are the Triune God Jehovah; this is how He was revealed in the beginning. This is the name of God. Jehovah is God the Father, as He was revealed primarily in the Old Testament. As we begin to see later, He is God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 

					In the New Testament, as the great Charles Hodge of Princeton put it: 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					It’s not that anything was added. It’s like a magnificently accoutered and decorated living room with magnificent appointments and furniture and paintings and so on. The only problem in the Old Testament is that the lamps are turned down very low, and some things are very difficult to see. But in the New Testament the lamps are turned up brightly and the glorious accoutrements are finally seen in all of their beauty. So it is with the revelation of the Trinity. 

					In the book of Genesis, chapter one, we read about the creation of man. Again you see the Triune God at work. I hope you noticed—I tried to emphasize it. God said, “Let us make man” (Genesis 1:26). Who is “us”? Obviously He is not talking about angels. Angels had nothing to do with the creation of man. Furthermore, He makes that very clear later on when He says who actually has done it. “Let us make man in … in our image.” We are not made in the image of any angel. We are made in God’s image. 

					It goes on to say, “after our likeness” . . . “Us.” “Our,” . . . all plural. It goes on to say, “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he . . . them” (v. 27). Again, in the very first chapter of the Bible, over and over again we see this switching back and forth between the plural and the singular. That is how it is throughout the Old Testament and into the New. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					There are numerous places where the Trinity is clearly stated. Let us say that the Trinity consists of the three Persons—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—existing in one spiritual essence of the Godhead. At this time I am not going to demonstrate the personality or Godhead of the Holy Spirit. That is generally accepted by everyone except the cultists. Furthermore, if you can prove the fact of the deity of Christ, that He is God—since no group, no cult, believes in a duality of the Father and the Son—you have, in fact, proved your case, since no believer questions the fact that the Father is God.

					Jesus is clearly shown to be God. You recall when He came into Jerusalem, the people began to worship Him, going before Him, bowing down, saying “Hosanna . . . Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord” (Matthew 21:9). The Pharisees were appalled! They said it was blasphemy that this man [Jesus] was accepting that which should only be offered unto God, and they told Him to silence His worshipers (Luke 19:39b). 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					What did Jesus say? He said, “Shucks. I forgot. Knock it off fellas. After all, I’m just a man, and I’m merely a creature, and you don’t want to be worshiping a creature as if He were God. That would be blasphemy. So let’s hold it down.” Is that what He said? 

					No, of course not. What He said, as most all of you know, is “I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out”(Luke 19:40), because He is the Almighty God, and He deserves the worship of all of His creatures.

					There are numerous places where it states it unequivocally. In Isaiah 9:6, there is the prophecy of His coming: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. . . .” Notice that the child was born and the Son was given, the Son of God. The verse goes on to say . . . “and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God. . . .” The mighty God! This babe that was to be born in Bethlehem was to be the “mighty God.” Micah 5:2 tell us that “whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting”; He was prophesied to be the everlasting and mighty God. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					When He appears in the Gospel of John, we are told: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . . All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made” (John 1:1, 3). Jesus Christ is the Creator and sustainer of the universe; by Him all things subsist. 

					You may recall that when Thomas, who had disbelieved in the resurrection of Christ, was finally confronted by Jesus a week later and was shown the nail prints in His hands and the wound in His side, He fell on his knees and said to Jesus, “My Lord and my God” (John 20:28). O Theos mou, my God, in the most emphatic definite form we have. 

					This is what we see everywhere. In Hebrews, chapter 1, we read where the Father is talking to the Son. There are many cultists that treat Christ with contempt. But how does the Father refer to Christ? This is what the Father says when talking to Christ: “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom” (Hebrews 1:8). When God, the Father speaks to the Son, He calls Him God.

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					So we see that not only is the Son, specifically in these and other places, called God, but the qualities and attributes of God are everywhere attributed in the New Testament to Christ, as they are in the Old Testament to the Father. For example, let me read some, of the literally hundreds of verses that could be read: 

					
							In the Old Testament we read of God from “. . . everlasting to everlasting, thou art God” (Psalm 90:2b), the Father.

							Of Christ we read “. . . whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting” (Micah 5:2). 

							Or, of the Father, “I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God” (Isaiah 44:6).

							Jesus says, “I am the first and the last: I am he that liveth, and was dead” (Revelation 1:17b, 18). 

							Of Jehovah, He says in the Old Testament: “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” (Jeremiah 23:24).

					

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					
							In the New Testament we read of Christ: “He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things” (Ephesians 4:10). Who fills all things? The Father and the Son.

							“The Lord, he it is that doth go before thee,” it says of Jehovah; “he will be with thee, he will not fail thee” (Deuteronomy 31:8).

							Jesus says, “I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world”
(Matthew 28:20).

							In the Old Testament, “For I am the [Jehovah] Lord, I change not” (Malachi 3:6).

							In the New Testament, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever” (Hebrews 13:8).

							He (the Father) maketh us “to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters” (Psalm 23:2).

							Of Christ, it says “For the Lamb . . . shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters” (Revelation 7:17).

							Proverbs tells us that “For whom the Lord [Jehovah] loveth he correcteth” (3:12a).

							We read that Jesus says, “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten” (Revelation 3:19).

							We read of God, that “Who will render to them . . . eternal life” (Romans 2: 6-7).

					

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					
							Christ tells us, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).

							Of the Father we read, “He hath prepared for them a city” (Hebrews 11:16).

							Christ said, “I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2).

							We are told in Isaiah, “. . . let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God” (50:10). 

							In Acts we are told of Christ, “And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong” (3:16).

							We are told in Proverbs, “The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe” (18:10). 

							In Matthew we are told, “In his name shall the Gentiles trust” (12:21).

							In the New Testament, we are told about God: 

							“. . . that God may be all in all” (I Corinthians 15:28).

							But also we are told that “. . . Christ is all, and in all” (Colossians 3:11). 

							“. . . God and our Father: To whom be glory for ever and ever” (Galatians 1: 4-5). 

							“. . .our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
To him be glory both now and for ever” 
(II Peter 3:18).

					

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					We all know the glory and worship that is offered to God, as instructed by Christ in the saying of the Lord’s Prayer. Did you ever stop to think that the Lord’s Prayer could be delivered to the Son? I doubt that you did, but it could. The Bible scintillates with texts that teach the deity of Christ in every conceivable way. 

					Edward Bickersteth, who was born in 1825 in England, was trained and educated at Trinity College in Cambridge. He was, indeed, an outstanding clergyman and wrote a number of classics. One of those classics is a magnificent compilation of texts found throughout the Bible about the Trinity, the deity of Christ, and the Holy Spirit. (I hope you may be encouraged to get Bickersteth’s work and read the hundreds of others texts that I won’t have time to share with you). I am greatly indebted to him and happy to be 
able to introduce to you Edward Henry Bickersteth, a great scholar and a godly man who wrote [using the Lord’s Prayer as his reference for God—Matthew 6:9-13]:

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					“Our Father which art in Heaven,”

					“The son of man which is in heaven,” 
—John 3:13

					“Hallowed be thy name.”

					“That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified” or hallowed. 

					 —2 Thessalonians 1:12

					“Thy kingdom come.”

					“The everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ . . .”

					 —II Peter 1:11

					“Thy will be done in earth,”

					“Ye serve the Lord Christ.” 

					—Colossians 3:24

					“As it is in heaven.”

					Jesus Christ: who is gone into heaven . . . angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him . . . ”

					—I Peter 3:21-22

					“Give us this day our daily bread.”

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					“He [Christ] shall feed his flock like a shepherd.” 

					 —Isaiah 40:11

					“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.”

					“Forgiving one another . . . even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.” 

					—Colossians 3:13

					“And lead us not into temptation,”

					“And leadeth them out. My sheep . . . follow me” 

					 —John 10:3, 27

					“But deliver us from evil:”

					“Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world.” 

					—Galatians 1:3-4

					“For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen” (Matthew 6:9-13).

					“He shall reign for ever.” 

					 —Revelation 11:15

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					“To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”

					 —Revelation 1:6

					Another whole set of texts demonstrates that everything that is said about the Father in the Old Testament is said about Christ, saving one thing. There is only one attribute that the Father had that Christ does not have, and that is invisibility—the reason being obvious—He came to reveal the Father to us, and thus became visible to our senses. Here we have all of the essential attributes of the Father attributed to the Son, indicating that He is equal in power and glory with the Father. We read in the Scripture in the Old Testament verses from Isaiah 45:21-25, each followed by a New Testament verse concerning Christ:.

					
							“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else,” said Jehovah (Isaiah 45:22).

							In the New Testament, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).

							“Every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life” (John 6:40).

					

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					
							Jehovah says, “I have sworn by myself . . . that unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear” (Isaiah 45:23).

							In the New Testament, “At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth” (Philippians 2:10).

							“Surely, shall one say, in the Lord have I righteousness and strength” (Isaiah 45:24).

							Christ says, “Without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5).

							In the Old Testament, “And all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed” (Isaiah 45:24). 

							In the New Testament, “The enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction” (Philippians 3:18, 19). 

					

					These are just a tiny fraction, not even a tenth, of the hundreds of thousands of texts that are sprinkled like diamonds all through the Old and New Testament that teach the deity of Jesus Christ, and hence the Trinity, tri-unity of Almighty God. I hope you will never be the least impressed with the efforts some people make to try to demean Christ and make Him into nothing more than a creature. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					Of course, the cultists’ favorite text is from the lips of Jesus when He said, “My father is greater than I” (John 14:28). But the Bible tells us, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: . . . and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:5, 6, 7, 8).

					Theologians describe the ministry of Christ in two parts: His humiliation—coming all the way from the glory of Heaven down into the very depths of Hell and the pit and the grave—and His exultation where He has risen from the grave, ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father and coming again in glory. Therefore, some people don’t understand that the deeper down that Christ came, the more glorious is His coming. 

					I have likened it to two people who are friends. Let us say that you have been an officer, a colonel, in the army. You are both now civilians, and you and I are friends. Let us say that I have never been in the army, and the draft is instituted and we are both called into service. You return as a colonel. I enter as a private. Hitherto, you have been my buddy, John, and I’ve said, “John, how are you doing today? Good to see you. Hope you’re feeling up to a game of tennis this afternoon,” or whatever it may be. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					He says, “Right, Jim. I’ll see you at four o’clock.”

					Then we are in the army. He is a colonel; I am a private, and I meet him. Do I say, “Hi, John, how are you doing?” No, I say, “Colonel, sir. Yes, sir,” and I stand at attention. That is the way it is, because he is my superior and he is greater than I in the function we have in the army.

					But when the emergency is over and we are both out of the service again, it’s “Hi, John. How are you doing? How’s that backhand of yours?”

					So it was with Christ. He humbled Himself, emptied Himself, became obedient unto death that He might be obedient to the Father in your place. God requires of you perfect obedience. “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:48) says Christ. Are you? I guarantee you that without perfect obedience, not one of you will ever see the inside of Heaven. 

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					You don’t have that perfection? I do. Oh, no. I didn’t live it. I received it as a gift. Christ lived it in perfect obedience to His Father. He is the only One who could say, “I do always those things that please him [my Father]” (John 8:29). That white robe of perfect obedience He lived is given to me, and when I put my trust and faith in Him, He clothed me in that white robe that I might stand faultless before the throne of His glory. To do that, Christ had to be obedient. To be obedient He had to place Himself in subjection to the Father, to humble Himself for our sake. 

					So we see that the depth of Christ’s humiliation only increases the glory of 
His exultation. He is in His own being—
ontologically as they say, in His person and being—He is God Himself, of infinite power in eternal existence equal with the Father and the Holy Spirit. But this glorious person, for our sakes, humbled Himself in the most menial of tasks for us. He is our God. “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God” (John 17:3).

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				
					Question: Do you know Him? Do you know Him personally? Have you ever met Him? Has He come into your heart and changed your life? Have you been born of His Spirit? Do you know assuredly that you have eternal life and that you’re going to Heaven? Otherwise, all of your religiosity will simply add to your culpability, your guilt. “For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required” (Luke 12:48b). 

					Do you know Christ—the great Savior of the world, the great Triune God—in your heart? Does He live in you right now? Can you say, “Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine. O what a foretaste of glory divine”? If not, I urge you to humble yourself and to invite Him to come in, to wash you and cleanse you from every stain of sin, and to clothe you with His righteousness and make you whiter than snow. This could be the day of days for you.

					. . .

					PRAYER

				

			

			
				
				

			

			
				Almighty and Triune God, there are some here this day who would like to meet You. Oh, they know about You, but they have never met You. I pray that right now in their hearts they will say, “Lord Jesus Christ, come into my life. Transform me, cleanse me, renew me. Grant me the gift of eternal life that I might worship and adore Thee as I ought. I pray it in Thy most holy name.” Amen.

			

			
				
				

			

		

	
	cover.jpeg
WHO IS THIS JESUS:
IS HE RISEN?

D. James KENNEDY, PH.D.
WITH JERRY NEWCOMBE

From the Timeless Works of
Dr. D. JAMES KENNEDY

e

MINISTRIES

TruTH IN ACTION LEGACY SERTES





