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  A WORD FROM THE AUTHOR


  I am the pastor of a local flock in Midland, Michigan. I thank God that He has called me to this, according to Ephesians 4:11. He has placed me in the office of pastor to the entire body of Christ. I don't feel as though I am a special person but I do feel that the anointing to pastor is a special one.


  As I have pastored and taught in other churches, I have noticed one frustration that seems to be world-wide. "God's people want to properly understand and relate to the man of God whom Jesus has placed over them as pastor, and they know not how. "


  Many churches today are non-denominational or interdenominated. What does this mean? This means that one man (pastor) is working hard at gathering many people from various religious backgrounds into one flock, all of which are to speak, think and do the same thing. WHAT A JOB THIS IS!


  In the church that I pastor, there is almost every background of religion. As you think on this, you will begin to see how this could cause problems. The greatest of these problems is misunderstanding of what the Bible says a pastor is to do and how God's sheep are to respond to him.


  The biblical church, the New Testament church, the church of which Jesus is the head, the church that is governed by Jesus and then the pastor, the church that is governed by the pastor and not the board, is much different in authority and discipline than many of the churches from which our congregation came. Their backgrounds of religion and denominational experience were not the same as the things they now know. What did this do? It caused God's people to become slightly frustrated. Why? Because they could not properly relate to their pastor. What is the solution to this problem? The book called the Bible.


  Using the Bible, I have written this book, "Seven Bible Ways to Properly Relate to Your Pastor," to show God's people avenues in the Bible in which they can respond to the pastor God has set in their church. As you read this small book, you will see that God does care for His church and through Jesus, the head, He is still governing it.


  I pray that pastors will provide this book for their people to read and that God's people will be set free as they see the avenues to bless, join with and work with God's man—the pastor.


  God's people all over the world are looking for ways to bless their pastor. Many want to know their responsibility to God in the way they treat him. They love their pastor and his wife and they want to have a biblical relationship with them but just don't know how.


  Enjoy this little book as you examine God's Word. Experience the contentment, pleasure and joy of working closely with Jesus as the head of the church and the man who he has given to perfect you to do the work of the ministry.


  Mark T. Barclay


  
    
      


    

  


  


  INTRODUCTION


  The Lord taught me some very positive things about how to pastor supernaturally. And that's what I want. Don't you want your pastor to be supernatural? I just believed God on how to do things supernaturally. But you know what I found out? As I received those things and started to put them into operation and tried to get out of my mind the background of theologies and ideas of what I was "supposed" to be as a pastor and listened to the Holy Spirit, something happened and it wasn't what I wanted.


  I wanted everything to just flow and be productive. But you know, I started to look at some of my prime workers and ministers in the church. They were frustrated. They were having trouble getting things done. Well that sort of bothers you if you're the pastor and you know that they are good people. You know from their past experience that they know what they are doing and that they hear from the Lord. They have been with you long enough that you have confidence in their ministry, which I did, but I started to see them become frustrated. Just tighten up like a knot. It wouldn't flow anymore for some reason. So I went to the Lord (He's the best one to go to, I tell you).


  I began to really examine the situation and as I observed, I found that God's people did not know how to relate to me any longer. I had shifted gears on them. I began to think and do things supernaturally and they no longer knew how to relate to that kind of pastor. They were used to me being the typical "follow the format and guidebook" pastor.


  (Lord Jesus, please teach me in this matter). You know a pastor can get frustrated real quick if everyone around him is frustrated. If the jobs aren't getting done, people aren't getting saved, there's no healing and the anointing is all bottled up, it can become a real problem—and does!


  I started hearing things throughout the local church. Little murmurs. Little baaaaas from the sheep. Frustration! Because they did not really know how to relate to the shepherd. Then one got bold enough to come to me and say,


  "I love you so much, pastor, and I love you as a man of God and I want to do what is right. I want to do this (what you teach us). I know it's the Bible. You open the Bible and you teach us—but for some reason it's not working for me. I don't know what to do."


  They'd say things like,


  "I used to go to a denominational church. I went to a church that was different than this. The pastor spent all of his time going from home to home and counseling, and he didn't teach us the things you are teaching us. He didn't expect us to do anything. There was no demand on our lives. And now, all of a sudden, we are here (from that certain fellowship, church, or denomination) in this local church and everything is different. I don't understand why you do this and I don't understand why the ushers do that. Please teach me how to relate to you.


  I love you and Vickie so much and I want to be a part of this ministry. I want to do what's right. I want to love you. I want to be able to communicate with you. I want to see in the Bible the right way to treat my pastor."


  Do you know what I said? "Um, um, well, golly gee, I don't know what to say." But in my heart I was determined to find out because I was more disoriented about this than he was. I didn't know what to say. I knew what "I" was doing, only because I would go to my prayer closet, open the Bible, and the Holy Ghost would say go do this, and I'd go do it and after I was done, I was back to the Lord for help.


  So I began to seek God and His Word for wisdom on this matter. "Father, now you put sheep in the house of the Lord and you have told me to be a good shepherd. Some of the things I am to do is corral them, protect them, teach them and feed them. So please show me in the Bible something that will feed your people and give them avenues that will allow them to relate to Vickie and me as their pastor and, in turn, serve you more effectively."


  The Lord showed it to me for the local church. As I taught this message to the church-people would come and say,


  "We have never seen anything like that in the Bible.


  No one has ever taught us this before."


  Let me ask you reader ... in your heart right now, would you like to relate to your pastor? Would you like to know him and his wife? You see, everyone wants to relate to their pastor. You women of the church, don't you want to relate to your pastor and his wife? Get in there and get something to "hold on to." Get to know them. I like what one brother said,


  "We are not looking for teaching centers. It is time to have churches."


  Well, you know a pastor can just rattle his brains out, spend his life trying to relate to you, and, if you don't know how to relate in return, there is blockage. And, where there is blockage, no anointing flows. And, where no anointing flows, there are still yokes and bondages. Under these conditions, things just aren't going to work.


  Some of you pastors, you need to hear this. You are going to be frustrated until you get people to relate to you and work with you ... supernaturally. You have to train them to do the work. You have to equip them to relate to you and work with you. Believe it or not ... they want to work and they want to relate ... but in most cases ... they need a leader.


  Now it needs to be said (before you read this book) that these are Seven "Bible" Ways To Relate To Your Pastor. They are not only Barclay ways and they are not only non-denominational ways. It needs to be understood that they are Bible ways. As you read this book, you will see that only the Bible is used for reference and support of what is being taught.


  Get ready saints—as you turn each page, your life will be changed.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  BIBLE WAY#1


  How to Receive Your Pastor as a Gift


  EPHESIANS 4:8: "Wherefore he saith, When he ascended upon high, he led captivity captive and gave gifts unto men. "


  Jesus is He who has ascended. This scripture tells us that Jesus gave gifts unto men. Let's examine the next scripture to see what these gifts are.


  EPHESIANS 4:11: "And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;"


  Who gave these gifts? Jesus. To whom did He give them? Us. Okay, let's look even further to see why he gave us these ministry gifts.


  EPHESIANS 4:12: "For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ."


  Now let's make sure we understand exactly what is being said. From whom did apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers come? God. Who gave them to us? Jesus. To whom did He give these gifts? The church.


  Okay church, I ask you this simple biblical question. How did we get these apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers? Did we buy them? No. If we didn't buy them, do we have to pay for them? No. Did we steal them? No. If we didn't steal them, we don't have to hide them. How did we get them? They were given to us and, if they were given to us, they were and are gifts.


  One pastor asked,


  "Brother Barclay, you taught this in your own church?"


  I said,


  "That's right because it's just as much truth as anything else. And just between you and me, pastor, I needed to teach this in my church more than any truth."


  Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers are gifts, gifts, gifts! We need to get this in our heads. I know we have heard it ten thousand times. They are gifts. I tell you one thing right now, body of Christ, we had better not abuse them because God gave them to us.


  Examine this illustration with me. I wanted to give you something and I decided it was to be a one hundred dollar bill (well, that wouldn't buy your house, but you probably wouldn't complain too much). So I take my wallet out, and I sort through the one hundred dollar bills and I find one that I want to give away. I say, "Hey you, I am going to give you this one hundred dollar bill. "You say, "Oh glory, glory, glory. I have been believing for one hundred dollars. Only God knew that I needed one hundred dollars." But I still have the one hundred dollar bill and you are still standing there jumping up and down. I still have the one hundred dollar bill. Can you see it? Just knowing this one hundred dollars is yours is not enough. It will do you no good until you receive it. The same is true with your pastor. So the first Bible way to relate to your pastor is to receive him. It's not enough that God gave him to us, we have to receive him.


  Let me tell you churches, teaching centers and revival centers of today—you have got to receive him. Oh, they are full. They are full of people who want something. They're seeking to get it and when it's laid out before them, they won't receive it.


  I remember when I first came to Midland. No one invited me here and not too many were excited that I came. But I came, obedient to the Holy Ghost. He told me to come.


  People told me they had been believing that I was the right man for this area. Oh, you should've heard the stories. They would say things like,


  "We were in the pits before you came and now it's going to be okay."


  They would come in and shout and stomp a few times but the first time they heard the Word, man—they split. They didn't receive me. They said,


  "Oh, you great gift from the Lord. We are just so thankful you came into this area. Praise the Lord."


  But, they never received me as their pastor. There are people going to the church now who still haven't received me. Many have, but many haven't.


  There are people going to their local churches and you ask them why they are going to that church, and they say things like,


  "Well, it's the only thing around."


  Well, now that just turns me on as a pastor. I am glad you're here because there is just nowhere else to go. These people don't recognize their pastor as a ministry gift. They don't recognize him as a gift from the Lord. Do you know who they have recognized as a pastor? They run down to Brother Evangelist's meeting and say,


  "Ooooooh and Aaaaaah. Pastor Prophet, Pastor Teacher, Pastor Evangelist, Pastor Apostle."


  Now you have never heard these men say that they were a pastor. If we would just listen, we would hear them say what they are—Prophet, Apostle, Evangelist, or Teacher. In fact, if you listen closely, they'll tell you to be fed, taught, and disciplined in a local church. These men are definitely doing something wonderful for Jesus, but they are not your pastor. When they come to town, we get the word out.


  We get as many of you in their meetings as we can because we want you to hear what that ministry gift has to say. It will change your life and change your church. That is why God called them.


  But he's not your pastor. People sit in church and they come to the pastor and they want him to teach their children, counsel their marriage, teach them the Bible and be here every Sunday because they have nowhere else to go. But the moment that Brother Evangelist is in town, they've got to go. They've got to go to him.


  Have you ever noticed that as soon as it is time to take the offering in the local church, people get out their little offering card and they get out their little list of who they give to and, many times, local churches are on the bottom of the list?


  If you were to ask them why they haven't tithed here lately, they would tell you something like,


  "Well, the Lord spoke to me to give to brother prophet two years ago."


  Are you listening? I hope you understand. I give to all those ministries, too. I love them. I thank God for them. They are as much a ministry gift as the office of pastor. We all should get behind them and just push them—financially, spiritually and every other way. They are doing something for God. Something big for God. But until you settle down in a local church and receive your pastor as a ministry gift, you are hurting yourself.


  I tell you, it's time not to be children anymore, tossed to and fro by every little wind of doctrine and every little snarl, bicker and complaint. It's time to rise up and say,


  "I have a covering, I have a shepherd. He's looking after my soul, and I submit to him. He is a gift from Jesus (the Son of the living God), and I receive him.


  He's mine. I receive him. He's mine."


  Now that's the Bible! I tell you I've received my pastor and he's not here. I pastor a local church, but I have a pastor and I love him very much. Do you know what I do for my pastor? I send him money, I call him on the phone occasionally, I write him letters, and never once have I ever told my pastor a complaint. Never once have I ever said anything that was not good about his ministry.


  I am a child of God. I am a believer. I would never make my pastor's life miserable. He's my gift. Praise God. I have received him. He's mine because I have received him. You cannot relate to your pastor properly until you have thoroughly, in your heart, made him your pastor. So, don't even try to relate until you have received the gift. If a gift comes in a box and it looks all nice and pretty, all concealed, and you're just itching to see what's in there— you want to enjoy it and get everything out of it that you can—forget it until you open that box. You can say, "Oh, that's my gift. Isn't that nice?" But you have to open it. You can say, "It's mine and I'll open it if I want to." That's fine, but until you do you won't enjoy or thoroughly understand and use the gift. You'll always be guessing and wondering.


  Oh saints of God—receive your pastor. Go to Jesus and voice to Him that you receive the gift He's given you. (Now you understand that the Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist and Teacher are also very vital gifts and we need to relate to them. I am concentrating on the office of Pastor in this book and that is why we emphasize it here the most).


  We need to go to our pastor and voice to him that we receive him as a gift of the Lord and then begin to relate to him accordingly.


  Before we close this chapter of the book and enter into Bible way #2, we should consider one more thing. Let's look together at this next scripture.


  I PETER 2:5: "Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house,... "


  Another translation says that we are "being built into a spiritual house." This is what God is doing in the church today.


  If you are one who will submit to and relate to your pastor supernaturally, then you will reap from his ministry spiritual things. If you are one who will submit to and relate to your pastor naturally or religiously, then all you will ever reap is natural things. You will never see or draw from the Jesus in him because you are looking at his character and personality and, therefore, you don't recognize spiritual things. Now agree with me that "spiritual" doesn't mean spooky. Many folks think that if they have feelings, goose bumps, and the blurry vision routine, that they are spiritual. If they have to do something with their hands or work of any kind, then that is carnal and not quite so spiritual. What a major misunderstanding!


  Sad to say, it shows in the body of Christ today. If you are submitted to your pastor supernaturally, then it doesn't bother you when he makes a mistake. Why? Because you are seeing the "Office" of pastor and you're looking at the God in him.


  Come on saints of God. Let's read our Bible and do what is there. Let's receive our pastor as a ministry gift and an overseer of the church. Let's work with God as he builds us into a spiritual house.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  BIBLE WAY#2


  How to Know Your Pastor and His Wife


  I THESSALONIANS 5:12: "And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord."


  What does it say to do? To know them that labor among you and are over you in the Lord. It is not a carnal pastor laboring among you ... it's a man of God, and he has authority and he's looking out for your soul, and you're not used to that. You're used to: Pastor do this, and pastor do that, pastor please, pastor, please pastor visit me because I missed a Sunday service. But, when you get under a supernatural man of God, he's not playing those games. He means business. He's hearing from God and if you are, you'll get blessed. If you aren't .. ? Let me illustrate. They just love their pastor and he stands at the door after each service, and they say, "Bless you, bless you, good sermon, bless you, bless you." But the minute that he becomes the one who is over you in the Lord, it's a different story. It now is heard, "What right does he have to teach that kind of stuff? Well, who does he think he is? Well, it wasn't like this at the church that I came from." Nooooo, it sure wasn't!


  Now let's look at more of the scripture.


  "And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you;"


  Now this cuts out the less mature real quick, "...admonish you!" Have you ever heard this? "Now you know that we can take a little authority, we'll go along with that. He's pastor. But he had better not talk to me like he just talked to brother so-and-so." You know I get a kick out of this. Sometimes people go around the church and say, "You know brother so-and-so. He's the one coordinating the church services here and he's giving orders and everything. Man, I sure wish I had his job. He doesn't have anything to do but go around telling everyone else what to do." Well, it would be nice if the same person who mouthed all this ignorance happened to be in the office when pastor disciplined brother so-and-so with the gospel and a lot of love, or corrected him for something he did not do that he was supposed to do. Do you know what brother so-and-so did when he was corrected by pastor? He is a mature person. He didn't quit. He didn't curse. He didn't cry. He said, "Yes sir. It'll never happen again." You know what? It never happened again and he's still getting everything done —even better than before. And pastor doesn't have to babysit him nearly as much. So what if your pastor admonishes you. You should ask him to. It will keep you straight.


  You see, we must know him. Some people would like to take the pastor out to supper (that would be okay), but that's not what it means to know him. It's much deeper than that. "Well, Brother Glenn is always with the pastor but I never get to be with him." It didn't say, have the pastor babysit you. It said to know them that labor among you and are over you and admonish you. How do you know him? Study him. How do you find out something? How do you know something? You study! Know him. Watch him. Watch him, study him and take notes on him.


  "Well, he's not my God. I'm following Jesus!" Not unless you're following your pastor, you aren't. These are people who have flipped out somewhere with that dumb devil. He's got them on a little demon trail and having a ball with them. If you don't know your pastor, and you're not going to study to know him, then forget it. You'll never walk in the fullness of what God has for you because he's the one from whom the anointing flows through to you.


  We see in the Acts that it was the apostles that God sent from the church. The Holy Ghost spoke unto the gathering of the believers and said, "... separate unto me..." Now don't get the itch and split. Stick around and work and maybe someday the Lord will say—why don't you separate so-and-so for the work that I have called them to, let the anointing flow on their life, send them out of here, and support them as they go. Now that's Bible and you're not going to do that until you know your pastor. "Well, I don't know, if he'd just let me come over once in awhile. He never lets me come over, and I try to call him but no luck." One brother called and was he hot. He called and got an answering machine and the next time pastor saw him, he came up and said, "I'll tell you something right now, when I call my pastor, I like to get hold of him." Well, you know, that's real sad. He said, "How do you expect me to get to know you if I can't ever get you on the phone to tell you all my problems, to have you solve them for me, and have you help me out? If I don't spend time with you, how am I going to get to know you?"


  Study, lazy. Study! For some reason, we go through school cheating. You know in high school you do okay in some grades, but then you get car-crazy, girl-crazy and all other crazy things. And then, studying just isn't the focus of your attention for awhile. So you go to cheating—looking at what the neighbor has, taking down the wrong notes, bribing, conniving and cheating—getting lazy. So we just kind of grow up that way.


  We come in the church and we are lazy. We don't want to settle down in the local church, be disciplined, study the man of God, watch how he handles hard situations, and watch how the anointing comes on his life. You know why many don't want to do that? Because they have never received him. If they had received him, they would be watching that man and saying, "Would you make that move again? I missed a couple of things in the way you handled that tough situation."


  You need to understand that pastor isn't your God, nor is he your savior and he isn't wanting you to worship him. But, if he's a man of God, and if he is your pastor, relate to him properly.


  One day, prior to service, a couple of ushers were in my office when I dealt with a man in a bad spirit. Well, it was a really bad situation and this man was giving us a hard time. As far as I was concerned, he was being used of the devil and was acting like a thief. Boy, he just ranted and raved and told me the way it was going to be and I just smiled at him. I let him go for a while and he began to get a little carried away. I was kind of looking at the other men in the office and I wondered what they would do if I just walked out of the room (doth the Lord always speak through Moses)? That would have been one time I would like to have said, "You handle it ushers" and walked out. I had to use some Holy Ghost boldness and rebuke that man supernaturally and set him in his place with the Word of the Lord. Then I told an usher to "take him to the back of the church, sit him down and if he so much as sneezes, you haul him out. But as long as he sits and behaves (I wanted him to hear this) he could worship, he could learn, he could love, but if he does anything out of order, you grab him and haul him out of here." The church didn't know about this, but the ushers did their job well because they had received their pastor and they had confidence in his judgment and in his hearing from the Holy Ghost. They watched a rough situation and learned. Study your pastor.


  Now some of you say, "I sure would like to have time to study the pastor and time to be with the pastor, but I don't." Well, go to church! Take notes. Study. A lot of pastors are not going to tell you that, because when you start taking notes, you take the good and the bad. So what! Pastor takes notes on you every day. You want to compare them? You should study your pastor. He is not your God and he shouldn't lord over you. But he is going to pastor you and, as long as you receive him, you'll receive tremendous things from the Bible. If you'll just sit down and take time to study your pastor, it will change your life. You know, you can even study your pastor's personal life. He is your example! See what he does when he is not behind the pulpit. See what he does every day. Most people think that pastors really have it "made in the shade." You should take a week off and follow him around. I tell you, you will need to jump to keep up with the normal pastor's schedule.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  BIBLE WAY#3


  How to Esteem Him Highly in Love


  1 THESSALONIANS 5:13: "And to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. And be at peace among yourselves."


  We need to take a good look at this. Does it say to esteem them sort of highly? No. To esteem them highly? No. To esteem them very highly? Yes.


  Not a lot of pastors would teach you this, would they? But it is as much Bible as getting people saved. Some people don't want to hear this kind of teaching because it places responsibility on them. They say,


  "That's not the way I believe. Don't tell me that stuff."


  That's right, most of them are just spurts. They'll spurt here and they'll spurt there and soon they spurt out. I like what one brother says, "You know what a spurt is? A drip under pressure." Admit it or not, there are spurts in the body of Christ.


  We've got to obey the Bible. Esteem your pastor very highly in love. Not in pride. Not in an arrogant way. Not bowing down like he is your God. Esteem him very highly in love. Why? Because he's good looking? No. Because you like the suit he wears? No. Because you like the way he combs his hair? No. Because you like his new car? No. Why? For his work's sake. Don't be one who says this,


  "Brother Barclay, I would like to esteem my pastor highly like you esteem yours, but well, ah, well ah, he just doesn't do so well sometimes. I don't get fed. I just lost my respect for him."


  No one said to esteem him highly for who he is or how he's doing. It said for his work's sake. What is his work? Pastoring.


  You esteem him very highly because Jesus made him your pastor. How do we esteem our pastor very highly in love? There are things that will bless him. Just little things. Being polite for example.


  Let me share an illustration. I had this football coach in high school and I admired him. He wasn't only a good coach, he was a good football player. We had a good team. One day I went into his office, I was just a cocky teenager and I called him by his last name, "Hey, (and then his last name)." That dude came out of that chair and slapped me a good one and another good one. "Teachers aren't supposed to do that." Well I wish someone would have told him that. But that taught me something as a young man. Whatever your title is, I shall call you that. So when I am around pastors, I don't say, "Hi ya there, old buddy. How ya doin?" He's not an old buddy. He's a pastor. Well is he your pastor? No, but it is still his work. He is still a gift. Jesus still gave him. He is a pastor.


  You have to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake in order to fulfill the Word of God. Now your pastor is not going to enjoy you being around if you're calling him old Joe, tripping over his shoes, throwing his coat on the floor, and slamming the car door in his face, and talking your street slang. For someone who lives in the spirit of God, that just puts a knot right in his throat. But, you begin to call him pastor, put his coat on for him, open the car door for him, treat him as a man of God, and you know what? It's going to say something to him. The next time he needs some company, or a driver, or some help, he's going to say ... "I know who treats the ministry gift properly. I'll just call up brother so-and-so and he'll go with me. He'll do it right."


  Some people today are getting an itch to go. They want to go. Well, learn how to go. Then the man of God will say in his heart, "I know who I can take with me that will know how to act in this certain situation and in this meeting. He'll act professionally and he'll keep his mouth shut about what he hears and he'll be on time."


  How else can I esteem my pastor very highly in love for his work's sake? Probably the greatest way is with your mouth. Many people eat up and spit out their pastor every day. They judge and give poor confessions over his teachings and actions, especially disciplinary actions. Begin to say good things about your pastor and his family. Also, don't lower yourself to listen to others when they are being unscriptural in their speech toward their pastor. Remember these are Bible ways to properly relate to your pastor, not Barclay ways.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  BIBLE WAY#4


  How to Pray for Him


  2 THESSALONIANS 3:1: "Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you."


  Why should we pray for our pastor? So that the word of the Lord will have free course. Don't do this—"Oh Father, I see the sin my pastor is in. Bless him, bless him, bless him. He is so poor. I want him to have so much blessing. Bless him, bless him."


  You know that you should pray he'll be blessed, but you should not pray in that attitude. The motivation causing you to pray for your pastor should be the Scripture telling us that the Word will have free course.


  God said that you pay your tithe so there'll be meat in His house. What is meat? Lightbulbs? Pews? Carpeting? No, no! The Word! Who brings you the Word? The pastor. Why do we pray for him? So the Word will have free course. That means if you don't pay your tithe and you don't pray for him, you have just bottled up the Word and it's not pastor's responsibility. It is yours. If the city is not being won, the Word is not going forth with power, and there are no signs and wonders and miracles, you have stopped one of two things. You have either quit paying your tithe or you're not praying for him that the Word will have free course and be glorified just like it is for you.


  Wouldn't it be a shame if we all just came to church and danced, shouted, worshipped the Lord and never told anyone? Wouldn't it be something if we all came into the sanctuary and the pastor stood up to the pulpit and told us that we needed meat in the house today and that we needed to hear directly from the Holy Ghost. But after this brief announcement, he leaves the pulpit and comes down to seat himself in the front row. Now all of us are looking at the pulpit, waiting for meat. We are waiting to hear from the Holy Spirit. Now wouldn't that be silly? You see, God uses the ministry gift to minister to us from His Word as the head of the church directs us. Yes, the real teacher, the Holy Spirit, Will speak through our pastor and even more so when We pray properly for him.


  Also, you and I realize that there are some men and women who call themselves pastors, but Jesus (the head of the church) never appointed them and it is obvious. Pray for them.


  Let me share with you this testimony. One day, in our business office, my wife was praying and asking the Lord for help. We had an important appointment that evening which we had scheduled well in advance. Our babysitter called and had to cancel on us. We had called around to some of our substitute sitters but everyone seemed to be busy. My wife sat back in her chair and spoke briefly to the Lord. She explained the importance of the appointment and the problem she was having with a babysitter. As she was talking to the Lord, the phone rang. It was one of the sweet ladies that attend our church. She told my wife how she had just then been praying for us and the Lord put it in her heart to babysit for us. So ... she was calling to see if we needed something as silly as a babysitter. Oh boy, did we ever! Was this a life or death matter? Perhaps. Just think about it for a moment. This little lady will have a great part in the rewards of the meeting we had that night.


  Listen to this testimony. At a meeting where I was teaching, one of the people there slipped me a note in an envelope. I had placed it in my pocket until I could read it privately. I had forgotten about the envelope until I got home. When I took it out and read the note (which truly was encouraging and a blessing in itself), there was also a check enclosed for over four thousand dollars. The next morning I was speaking to a brother in a restaurant. He asked me, "Pastor, I've been fasting and praying for your personal finances for the past few days. I just want to know if anything has come in. "He said, "I asked the Lord this morning that he would show me some fruit of my prayers for you." When I told him of the four thousand dollar check that was given to me, we both had a shout-down right there in the restaurant.


  Praise God for saints who care enough and are serious enough to pray for their pastor.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  BIBLE WAY#5


  How to Communicate with Him


  GALATIANS 6:6: "Let him that is taught in the word (who is that)? communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things. "


  We should realize here that the Bible says to communicate. This doesn't necessarily say tithe. Tithe is the first fruits of your income and according to the Bible, it is expected of us to give Him this "one-tenth" first.


  Here is GALATIANS 6:6 from the Amplified Bible:


  "Let him who receives instruction in the Word (of God) share all good things with his teacher— contributing to his support."


  I have found that many people bow their head between their elbows and grit their teeth whenever preachers use two words. The first one is "Work." When a pastor begins to inform the people that they are to work, the men are separated from the boys. In most churches, the pastor does all this work and that's what he's paid to do, so why should people interfere? Isn't that sad? The second word is more scoffed at than the first. The word is "Money." I wonder if we could even count high enough to accurately register all the quarrels, hurt feelings and church splits that have happened over money or the use of it.


  I believe the Bible very simply and clearly shows us that we are to work for the Lord and give of our financial substance. In fact, the Word of the Lord tells us that "where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." I don't know about you friend, but both my money and my heart are in the spreading of the gospel.


  "Well, Brother Barclay, what can I do to bless my pastor and fulfill Galatians 6:6?" Please allow me to share with you a couple of testimonies and then a few avenues for you to take.


  When I first came to Midland, Michigan, I was driving a nice new car. No church had invited us here so no church was paying us a salary. We moved simply in obedience to God's Word. After we arrived, we settled and began making plans for this new church God had directed us to pastor. At this date, no one in Midland knew us. Vickie and I were determined to fulfill the vision and the direction God had given us. We put everything we had into the ministry. We had also decided to sell our car to relieve us of payments and allow us more freedom financially. In turn, we found an old rusted-out, beat-up, oil-burning Ford. Now the fact that it was a Ford was the only good point about the car. Everything else was rather critical in its operation. In fact, in Spring as I drove around town, people must have thought I was fogging mosquitoes. There was a hole in the muffler and also the floorboard, so whenever the thing ran it would pump exhaust right into the car. Just for the record, I had not taken a poverty oath, neither was I enjoying any of this.


  As the church grew, the Lord sent believers who meant business with Him and who were givers. "Thank God." A beautiful friend of mine came up to me one day and said, "You're my pastor and my pastor is not going to drive that thing that you are driving any longer. I have a new car that I am going to pay off and bless you with." He said it would take him a few weeks to pay it off and get everything ready. Then next time I saw him and his pretty wife, they said, "The Lord told us you needed a car now, not a few weeks from now." They gave it ... I received it. As I look back over this, I really don't remember who was more blessed— they for giving or me for receiving.


  Let me share with you about my truckload of beans. One of the farmers in our church family decided to give me a whole truckload of beans at harvest time. He wanted to invite me out and have the truck driven up to me and say, "Here pastor, I want you to have a truckload of beans." Now, whether you realize it or not, that will make a lot of soup. Well, it never seemed to work out just the way he wanted, but he was still going to give me those beans. One evening after service I was handed a small envelope from this family. I slipped it in my pocket and had forgotten about it until I got home and began to empty my pockets. I opened that little envelope and read the note and looked at that check for over four thousand dollars and it moved me tremendously. These people were giving to their pastor.


  Another time as I was leaving church after a service, a gentleman, who is a strong member of the church, came up to me and asked if I had a stereo. I said, "No, not yet." He said, "Okay" and walked away. I had forgotten about this little conversation until I was returning home from dinner that same day. This same brother was napping in his van in front of our house. Do you know what he was doing? He came to give me his stereo equipment. When he arrived at my home, I was not there. He was determined to do this, so he waited most of the afternoon until we returned home. Do you know what he said? "I love you pastor. This stereo meant a whole lot to me and there is not another person I would rather have it than you."


  One of the greatest ways for us to relate to our pastor is to give him some of our time. Most pastors study, pray and prepare for hours each week in order to bless and teach us in church services. Your pastor is totally blessed when he looks over the assembly of saints and sees your face. Your pastor is slightly sorrowed when he looks and you're not there. Bless him, bless the Lord and bless yourself. Be there!


  Let me share with you these following avenues to bless your pastor. It is very proper for one of the associates or elders of the church to receive an offering from the saints for the pastor's wedding anniversary, birthday and for Christmas. It is well in order to give to your pastor just out of appreciation. Did you ever think of sending them a little card or note to encourage them? Maybe your pastor would accept an invitation to go out to dinner with you and be able to relax. These are suggestions that will help you bless your pastor and relate to him. If you'll ask the Lord to show you, He will reveal to you even greater ways to help, bless and relate to your pastor.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  BIBLE WAY#6


  How to Follow Him


  HEBREWS 6:12: "That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises,"


  HEBREWS 6:12: (Amp.): "In order that you may not grow disinterested and become (spiritual) sluggards but imitators, behaving as do those who through faith (that is, by their leaning of the entire personality on God in Christ in absolute trust and confidence in His power, wisdom and goodness), and by practice of patient endurance and waiting are (now) inheriting the promise."


  Notice it says to follow them and the Amplified here says to imitate them. Many people think it is wrong to copy someone. But it really isn't. Listen to what the great Apostle Paul says in:


  PHILIPPIANS 4:9: "Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do; and the God of peace shall be with you."


  PHILIPPIANS 4:9: (Amplified) "Practice what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and model your way of living on it, and the God of peace—of untroubled, undisturbed well being— will be with you."


  Paul is saying in other words, "Hey, you can imitate me. The way I follow Christ. You copy me." Do you want to inherit the promises? Then be an imitator of those who are doing it. "Imitate." You know some people get the itch to go preach. They badly want to go. Well, we want you to go. That's what it's all about, but we want you to go supernaturally, and not in the flesh and not over-zealously.


  Remember when the farm boy Elisha was working in the field and the prophet of the Lord came around and threw his mantle on him. Most people know this story very well. Elisha went home, did his duties and then caught up with the prophet and said, "I'm sticking close to you sir" and every once in awhile the prophet would say, "I'm going over there and you stay here." The farm boy would say, "Forget it, sir. Where you go, you'll see my face." This Elisha was indeed determined. A little while later, the prophet would say, "The Lord has told me to go over there and you stay here." "Not a chance," Elisha would say, "I am hooked on. If you go there, I go there." You see, he was working in the field, and staying home doing his job. Now watch this. Do you want the gifts of the spirit? Do you want the anointing? Do you want the Bible to work for you?


  Elijah and Elisha had come to Bethel where the sons of the prophets were. These men approached Elisha and began to voice to him that his master was going to leave him this day. Elisha kept his mind stayed on what he was doing for the Lord and told the sons of the prophets to hold their peace. Elijah told Elisha that he was going to cross over to Jericho and that Elisha was to stay in Bethel. As usual, Elisha told his master that he would follow along in order to help. (Can't you just see this today? Here is one man following another man around running errands, washing his hands, being a servant. The religious crowd made fun of him. I suppose they teased him about being a tag-along and being the pastor's pet).


  Everyone knows the story—Elijah asked Elisha what he wanted and he said, "A double portion." What happened?


  Elijah was caught away in a fiery chariot in a whirlwind and dropped his mantle to the ground as he went. Elisha immediately tore off his own clothes and put on the mantle of Elijah.


  What's the first thing the farm boy (Elisha) did? Did he run off to Bible college to become a preacher? Did he quit and go home because he had lost his leader? Did he run right out and start a church based on what he had seen? No. No. No. Here's what he did. He put on the cloak of his master's and he started back to Bethel where the sons of the prophets were. As he journeyed he came to the same water that he and his master had come to on the way over. Elisha, knowing that he was now the new anointed leader, smote those waters and said ... "Where is the God named Jehovah?" No. No. It didn't happen that way! Elisha came to those waters and he smote them and said ... "Part in the name of Jesus." No. No. That's not the way it happened. Here's how it happened. Elisha came to those waters and he could see that the sons of the prophets were watching from the other side. They could tell that his master was not with him. Elisha probably thought a moment and remembered what his pastor would do. He carefully and exactly wrapped that mantle on his hand just like his pastor did. He carefully and exactly positioned his feet just like his pastor once did. He reared back and smote those waters exactly like his pastor did. And, the sons of the prophets heard him say, "Where is the Lord God of Elijah?" Who?" The Lord God of Elijah!" Whose God? "The Lord God of Elijah!" Can you see it? Elisha knew the God of his pastor.


  Now we understand that He was also the God of Elisha and He is still our God today. (Praise Him for that)! You see, Elisha knew a tremendous truth. As long as he was with his master, or pastor (Elijah) he was totally submissive. And when his pastor was gone, he knew to imitate him carefully according to the way he followed God. Elisha smote those waters of Jordan and said, "Where is the Lord God of my pastor?" Did you see that! What beauty. What truth. What spiritual understanding this man Elisha had. And what results! Those waters parted and Elisha came across and guess what happened. The sons of the prophets who were a little envious and teased about how submissive Elisha was to his pastor saw this act of authority, heard the words spoken and came to meet him. They said, "The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha." The Bible says in II Kings 2:15 that they came to meet him and bowed themselves to the ground before him.


  Can you see it? Elisha had watched his pastor and he did the exact same thing. He copied him. He imitated his pastor. Now remember, Elisha asked for a double portion and, according to the Bible, he got exactly that.


  Do you want an anointing? Do you want to work in the church? Do you want to preach the gospel? Do you want to reach the world? Do you want to be used of God? Imitate and COPY YOUR LEADER IN THE LORD. Watch and study him. Love and give to him. God is looking. Nothing you do goes unnoticed in the Throne Room. Relax! Your pastor isn't God. But he is a man of God.


  You know, many people don't like this kind of teaching. Even though they plainly see it in the Bible. I learned something a long time ago. The people that get mad when you preach on tongues are the ones who don't speak in tongues. The people who are stirred when you teach on casting out demons are the ones who have a problem with a demon. The people who get angry when you teach on tithing are the ones who are not tithing properly. And so ... the ones who get upset about submission and this kind of teaching are the ones who are not submissive to pastor and neither do they receive him as a man of God. You see, most hirelings today truly are not hirelings in their own heart. The reason they look like hirelings is because all those who are LOOKING are looking through the eyes of a hireling and that's all they see. Oh, my friend. Look closer at the ministry gift Jesus has set over you in the church! Begin to operate Bible ways to properly relate to them. You will be held accountable for this.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  BIBLE WAY#7


  How to Obey His Teachings


  1 CORINTHIANS 11:1-2: "Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you. "


  I gave you these two scriptures to show you this seventh point. I beseech you, brethren. Listen to what the spirit of God is going to say on the next few pages. It will establish you and change your lives. It will let you see your pastor in a new eye in which you have never seen him before.


  You have to be convinced that your pastor is your pastor. You can't just go to church. You have to be convinced. You have to look at him and say, "That is my pastor. He is from God. He is anointed. He is my pastor. He is my gift from the Lord."


  If you don't take heed to do what your pastor teaches you, you are in real trouble. Many are coming to church and are saying, "Devil, I am making a stand with the believers. I am submitted to my pastor so phooey on you." Then they walk out of church and don't do what they've said and the devil smites them, gets their kids, their money, their health, their peace and he gets everything else that is rightfully theirs. Why? Because all they did when they came to church was to call the pastor names and challenge his program. Then they went out with no protection. Keep the ordinances. Not as you desire. Not as your theology says. No, no. Keep the ordinances as your pastor delivered them unto you.


  You might as well settle this point, saints. You have to be convinced that he's your pastor and he's hearing from God. You must obey your pastor's teachings. That is if your pastor teaches the Bible. If he doesn't, why have you sat under him and listened? Any pastor sent of God will be teaching the Bible. You see, people want to relate but they want to do it carnally. They want a babysitter. They want all your time, attention and the best position of the church. This is not a Bible way to relate. Now look, I am not just teaching the Barclay ways to relate, nor am I just teaching the Living Word Outreach Center's way to relate. These seven steps are Bible ways to relate to your pastor—your leader in the Lord.


  Let's examine another passage of scripture.


  ACTS 20:28-32: "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood."


  "For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock."


  "Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears."


  "And now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up... "


  What did that say? "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers." No one invited me to come to Midland where I pastor. No person or board made me the pastor. No one hired me. The Holy Ghost said, "You, Barclay, go to Michigan and be an overseer of the church in Midland." At this time there was no church for me to pastor. The Living Word Outreach Center wasn't born as yet.


  I was obedient to leave and God placed me here. I am placed here as an overseer, whether anyone comes or not. As long as you are here, you are part of the flock and I oversee you. When you go, I'm still overseeing the flock that's here. You didn't make me pastor. You can't hire me and you can't fire me. I tell people this (as I see the need to explain how the church is governed), "Take heed to yourself (pastor) and to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers."


  Why? "To feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with His own blood." Listen to this part. "For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter among you, not sparing the flock." You and I both know there are wolves who want to get at God's sheep! That's pretty common isn't it? But that's not all and it's certainly not the worse.


  "Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them."


  Any one person that has not received pastor, as their pastor, and they're not convinced that he is their pastor, will become more dangerous than a wolf. Most of you see the wolves coming in, but it's those among you that rise up with a better idea, judging the ministry gifts. Look out and mark those that cause division among you and love them back into fellowship.


  Let's read some more. "Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears." That's a long time, isn't it? Three years this man had warned his church. Three years! Three years he warned them. "And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified." You see, as your pastor, do you realize how little I would do in the supernatural if I just ran around to everyone's home to make sure everything is okay—to make sure your feelings aren't hurt and that you agree with the teachings? (Did you ever get fifty people in a room and teach an agreeable teaching)? I would be the most carnal bucket of junk that you have ever seen. But I'm not. I'm watching for wolves. I know the Holy Ghost made me the overseer of this flock to feed and guard. I know the ones that are rising up among us, speaking perverse things, drawing disciples after their own kind. If you are one of these, don't get too excited because it won't be long and pastor will sit on you. You are not going to get any disciples out of Christ's church. You might rise up and speak perverse things till pastor puts his foot on you. That's rough, I know, but it's the Bible way.


  This is what I speak to our congregation often. "If you go to my church, I love you. I am responsible for your soul. I am not your Lord. Don't worship me, but I love you and I am going to do my job. The Holy Ghost made me your overseer. I am going to commend you to God and His Word that is able to build you up. Those that want to be built up, I will just turn you over to the Word. It will build you up. You come to every meeting and learn the Bible, take a few notes, study them and the Lord will bless your life." The Lord has told me not to entertain wolves. I'll drive them from the flock so God's sheep can feed in green pastures and in safety.


  Now please say this,


  ”I am not a child of the devil. Demons don't own me and he is not my father. He is not my lord. He is not my master and he is not my teacher. I do not listen to an ounce of what he says. I do not bow down to him. I don't listen to him. I am not moved by him. When he speaks, I laugh. Jesus is my Lord. He has given me a pastor and now I know how to relate to him properly."


  A WORD OF CONCLUSION


  1. Receive your pastor ... Jesus gave him as a gift.


  2. Know your pastor ... Study his lifestyle as a Christian leader.


  3. Esteem him very highly in love ....Be at peace among yourselves.


  4. Pray for him ... Word will have free course.


  5. Communicate to him ... Give to his support.


  6. Imitate him ... Be faithful to follow.


  7. Obey his teachings ... Grow in the Lord.


  Seven Bible Ways To Properly Relate To Your Pastor was written to show avenues for you to relate to and help the man of God (pastor). As you read this book, the Holy Spirit stirred you in many areas and avenues in which you could bless your pastor that I didn't even mention. Be moved by God in these things and be a blessing. You'll see that it will bring you great contentment and satisfaction as you serve Jesus.


  As you serve Jesus—serve Him well!


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Mark T. Barclay
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  MARK T. BARCLAY is the President and Founder of an International Evangelistic Organization called Barclay Ministries, Inc.


  He also Pastors a fast growing Supernatural Church in Midland, Michigan, called the LIVING WORD OUTREACH CENTER.


  He has dedicated his life to building the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. In doing this he travels extensively helping with church government and proper church organization.


  In hopes of helping other Pastors and establishing the Minister of Helps, he has started a two year Bible Training School called Supernatural Ministries Training Institute.


  He believes that in these final hours of human history the church is to triumph and prevail!
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