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Chapter 1
Demonstrating the Life of Jesus
1 
believe that we re called to demonstrate the life of Jesus as Iresurrected Lord and Master!
I believe that the Lord called us to heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, and raise the dead!
I believe that the resurrection of the dead belongs to the Church!
And I believe that this study will help us get closer to attaining that reality. We will see more results in spiritual things once we understand that we are spiritual beings and that we have power over the forces of evil.
For part of us—our spirit part—it’s easy to flow with God.
We readily do it because “the hidden man of the heart” can perceive spiritual things.
However, the mind and the natural man cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God. Your analytical mind will block spiritual things. Therefore, as you read this book, make sure that what you’re learning is spirit-to-spirit.
The Lord brings revelation knowledge because revelation
will bring revolution.  You will turn the world upside down when you have a revelation!
7
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A Revelation of Resurrection
John 11:3 states that when Lazarus fell ill, his sisters sent a message to Jesus, telling Him, “Lord, behold, he whom thou
lovest is sick."  The next verse states that when Jesus heard it, He said:
This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of
God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. 
That’s where the miracle began in this story. Did you see it?
A miracle begins the moment the confession (or profession) of
victory begins. 
However, at the same time, the battle also begins to get rougher the moment you state your confession of faith. Until the time you make the decision to speak, you’re really not confronting the devil very much, because you haven’t said, “This is what I stand for. I know and I believe for an absolute miracle in God.”
So up until the time you say the confession, you’re not involved in much conflict. But when you do declare that God’s Word is what is going to happen in your life, that’s when the negative thoughts begin. That’s when the enemy comes and says, “How do you know  it’s going to happen? What if it doesn't happen? What if you get embarrassed?  What if? What if?” 
Guard Your Heart
And if the people around you are not listening to the right voice, their statements will be used against your faith. How?
When people speak negative things into your life, their thoughts are more powerful than the thoughts you get in your mind from the devil.
When the enemy whispers in your mind, it’s really not that powerful. But when the same thoughts are breathed through a human being, they’re released through their fear and their unbelief, and those negative thoughts accumulate even more 8
Demonstrating the Life of Jesus
power.
That s why the Bible says to guard your heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life (Proverbs 4:23). How many know that means that out of your heart also issue the miracles, the breakthroughs, and the blessings of life?
Jesus taught this concept in John 7:38 and 39, when He said: He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 
(But this spake he of the Spirit.... 
This means that the Holy Spirit shall flow out of the deepest recesses of your heart, or inner man. The Lord says to guard your heart, because doubt and unbelief will short-circuit it.
Led by the Word and the Spirit
So Lazarus miracle of resurrection began when Jesus said, “This sickness is not unto death.”  Then He waited two days before telling His disciples, “Let’s go to Judaea again”  (John 11:7).
They answered, “Wait a minute! The Jews there were going to stone You not long ago, and You want to go there again?”
He replied, “You know there are so many hours in the day you can work. Walk in the daytime and you will not stumble.”
Jesus was referring to being led by the Word and the Spirit of God. He was referring to knowing how to allow the Lord to guard your life.
Doubting Thomas said, typically,  “Well, let’s go with Him,
so we can die with Him”  (John 11:16). Jesus’ staff was not ready to go resurrect Lazarus!
Jesus’ Battles for Miracles
I want to show you the context in which Jesus worked. Jesus was a man. He was touched with the feelings of our infirmities, and He was tempted in all points like we are, yet He was without 9
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This means there was a battle involved in every miracle Jesus did. Every miracle He had was preceded by a battle of unbelief, doubt, impossibility, public opinion, and so forth— which is good, because if He had these battles, we will have them, too.
On the way to Bethany, the devil, of course, was talking.
You can’t have twelve people with you that don’t agree with you and not have them gripe, complain, and murmur. Maybe they didn’t even say  anything, but their attitude was showing. If people are not in faith, they don’t have to say much to let you know they’re not in faith. Of course, it is worse when they are talking!
Either way, I can see Jesus walking toward Bethany, determined to resurrect Lazarus. What does He have to do as a man anointed by the Holy Spirit? He has to guard His heart from the rest of them. And He has to guard His heart from the enemy’s arrows: “This is your time to bail out Jesus. Don’t ruin your reputation now!”
Before Jesus arrived in Lazarus’ town of Bethany, He told His disciples, “Lazarus is asleep.”  The disciples were terrified.
They answered, “If he’s asleep, let him go.”  Then He said plainly, “He’s dead.” 
What Better Time for a Miracle? 
I was once ministering in a church where there was a woman confined to a wheelchair with emphysema and brain damage.
My wife had just finished preaching, and I was pacing back and forth on the platform, asking the Lord, “What better time for her to be healed than now?”
He replied, “I don’t know—what is a better time?”
In other words, He was saying, “I’m waiting on you.”
I asked the pastor, “Come and help me heal this woman!” 
He looked at me like I was crazy, because ministers don’t 10
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normally talk like that. They usually say, “Come and help me pray for this woman,” or “Come and help me minister to this woman.” I could tell the pastor panicked. He didn’t touch her; he just watched me.
I quickly left the platform and headed for the woman in the wheelchair. I think that was the longest walk I ever took, because I had to guard my heart against the devil’s attacks all the way. He was whispering, “That’s fine. Just tell her, ‘Be blessed’—because when you go over there and minister to her, she won’t get out of that wheelchair!”
I asked the woman, “Are you ready?”
She didn't answer. That was my cue. I could have quit right there, and no one would have blamed me, because she didn’t have enough faith for her healing. After all, she didn’t even answer me. But I grabbed her and pulled her out of the wheelchair.
How did I get enough faith to do that? I had been meditating as I paced on the platform. I saw the seeming impossibility of the woman's condition, but my heart was primed and believing for a miracle.
You can get to a place in God where you can receive a
miracle.  Jesus promised this to us in Mark 11:24, when He said: “What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye
receive them, and ye shall have them.” 
I had reached that place in faith. I walked over to the woman, pulled her out of her wheelchair, walked her around— and she was instantly healed! She wheeled her wheelchair out of the church. She returned two days later, still without her wheelchair.
Even though my walk from the platform to the sick woman seemed like a long walk to me, Jesus had to walk a lot longer to get to Bethany, and He had a lot more time to think about what He was intending to do.
Resurrecting Your Finances
11
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dead is similar to receiving the miracle of financial provision. 
Why? Because you don’t just pray and automatically receive a miracle of financial provision. As in receiving any other miracle, a struggle is involved.
The miracle of financial blessing is like walking on water!
The miracle of financial blessing is keeping your heart and your mind focused every step of the way until you reach your destination and then fulfill what God has called you to do. And that’s very difficult.
Why do so many people fail to have God’s goodness revealed in their life? It’s not because God is not good. And it’s not even because the enemy’s strategies to squelch and abort miracles have succeeded for thousands of years against human beings. He’s an expert, all right, at getting us to doubt God.
However, we’re not ignorant of his devices, so we can learn how to thwart his plans against us. We can learn how to guard ourselves from what he tries to do.
Jesus’ Cool Reception in Bethany
When Jesus arrived at Bethany, Lazarus sister Martha hurried to Him and blurted out, “Lord, if thou hadst been here,
my brother had not died”  (John 11:21). This was the first “guilt trip” that was laid on Him.
The whole town had been discussing Jesus before He ever arrived. “What does that have to do with anything?” you may wonder. It’s hard to do a miracle when everyone has been talking about you before you even get there. And they weren’t saying how wonderful Jesus was!
Martha continued in verse 22, “But I know, that even now,
whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.”  That was a religious cliche. She didn’t believe it; she just said it.
Martha was disappointed in Jesus. She was disappointed that He didn’t get there when they asked Him for His personal attention.
12
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Their message had been,  “The one you love is sick.”  In other words, they were telling Him, “You’re running all over the countryside ministering to people You don’t know. We’ve had you over for dinner. The friend you love is sick. Now get down here and do something about it!” And He didn’t.
We know that Martha didn’t believe her religious cliche, because when Jesus responded, “Thy brother shall rise again,” 
Martha said piously, “I know that he shall rise again in the
resurrection at the last day”  (verse 24).
If she had replied again, “Whatever you ask of God, He will give it to you,” we would know she believed in Jesus’ power to raise the dead. Instead, she focused on the final resurrection of the dead.
Jesus said to her in verses 25 and 26:
I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:
And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never
die. Believest thou this? 
Invitation to a Resurrection
Notice this clash between doubt, unbelief, and the faith of Jesus. Jesus had a decision to make at this point: Was He going to let the devil rob Him of His faith through Martha’s unbelief?
Unless Jesus got Martha’s and Mary’s cooperation, He wouldn’t “intrude” by resurrecting Lazarus from the dead. Why not? Because in this, as in everything else, He needs an invitation into your home and life.
Jesus is not going to come to your home and heal your children against your will. Did you know that? He needs an invitation to work in your life. And at this point, He didn’t have an invitation from Martha to resurrect her brother. Her unbelief, doubt, and resentment toward His decisions and His not being there were clashing against His spiritual gift!
When He asked Martha,  “Believest thou this?”  what was 13
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Now listen to what Martha said: “Yea, Lord: I believe that
thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into
the world.” 
A Challenge to Faith
But that’s not what He asked. He was not talking about deity; He was talking about resurrection. This is a typical response. People come out of left field to avoid a direct answer when you challenge their faith and they don’t have any. Martha was “beating around the bush” and avoiding the question.
“Do you believe that although he were dead, yet shall he
live?” 
“I believe You’re the Christ.” 
Her sister, Mary, did exactly the same thing when she saw Jesus:
Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw
him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if
thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 
John 11:32
Do you get the idea that Martha and Mary had talked about it and had come to this conclusion: “Lazarus is dead because Jesus wouldn’t come when we called for Him.” When He did arrive, they said, “Well, it’s about time. You’re a little late. If You had been here earlier, Lazarus wouldn’t have died.” It was a guilt trip.
In Tune With Another Dimension
When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews
also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the 14
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spirit, and was troubled. 
John 11:33
We’re talking about peculiarity in the spirit. When you’re in tune with another dimension, and you’re led by the Spirit of God, you can yield yourself to the influence of the Holy Spirit.
One way Christians do this is by praying in tongues.
The Bible says we ought to be full of the Holy Spirit, speaking to ourselves with songs, and hymns, and spiritual songs. We ought to pray in the spirit, pray with our understanding, and sing in the spirit, the Bible tells us. Why?
Because there is a prayer language available to us—an ability to communicate with the spirit realm of God, with God Himself—an ability to build ourselves up in our faith that bypasses our intellect.
When our tongue becomes acquainted with praying, yielding to a prayer language that has not been thought up, sifted, or worked out, our tongue will start yielding to a word of knowledge, a God-given command, or a confession of the Word, before our mind has time to think about it and talk us out of it!
Thus, we need to pray in our tongue to cooperate with faith.
If we don't, we may have to retrieve words of doubt and unbelief that will slip out of our mouth.
No record in the Bible says that Jesus prayed in tongues. Of course, the Holy Spirit was poured out later on the Day of Pentecost. The Spirit of God was given to us so we could learn how to flow with the Holy Spirit.
Jesus’ Reaction to Unbelief
At Lazarus’ tomb, Jesus groaned in the spirit. He was not only acquainted with the letter of the Word; He was also acquainted with the Holy Spirit that was in Him.
And said, Where have you laid him? And they said
unto him, Lord, come and see. 
Jesus wept. 
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Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! 
And some of them said, Could not this man, which
opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this
man should not have died? 
John 11:34-37
You can see that the whole town had been talking about Jesus. When He wept, they thought, “He’s weeping because, even though He opened the eyes of the blind, He couldn’t keep his friend Lazarus from dying.”
They got the wrong message. People who are in the natural can’t perceive the things of God. True, Jesus was groaning and weeping, but it wasn’t because of Lazarus’ death—it was because of their ignorance!
He was groaning and weeping because He couldn’t bear to be around unbelief. He didn’t like to hear it come out of Martha’s mouth. He didn’t like to hear it come out of Mary’s mouth.
Unbelief had captivated the whole town of Bethany. The residents didn’t welcome Him, saying, “Come, prophet of God.”
No, they resented Him, and they wanted to lay a guilt trip on Him for arriving too late to keep Lazarus from dying.
Enough Unbelief to Be Defeated
If you’re not careful, you’ll have enough religiosity to be nice, but
you’ll have enough unbelief to be defeated. 
Martha and Mary said the right “religious” things, but were they in a place spiritually to receive resurrection for their brother? They weren’t even thinking about resurrection. Neither were the townspeople.
Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit to do the work of God, but He was supposed to live off the strength of the Word and His inner man. He had to guard His heart, just as we do, from the infiltration of doubt and unbelief.
He had just encountered Lazarus’ loved ones, and both sisters told Him, “It’s over! You’re late! If You had been here, 16
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he wouldn’t have died!” That was Jesus’ cue. He could have walked away at their display of unbelief, saying, “They’re not ready to receive my ministry.”
Turning Doubters Around
But there is a way to guard your heart and work with doubting people, shifting them into an arena of faith. Jesus was a master of this technique, and we’re supposed to learn how to do it, because the world is not going to readily receive what we have to say. We’ve got to be able to successfully turn situations around so people can come to the place where they can receive the Gospel.
Jesus groaned in His spirit, or inner man, when Mary said that He could have prevented Lazarus from dying. It irked Him.
It rubbed Him the wrong way. His spirit man rebelled against it.
He groaned, “Ohhhh.”
Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to
the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. 
Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha the sister
of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he
stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 
Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou
wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? 
John 11:38-40
When did Jesus say that to Martha? When He said, “I am
the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though
he were dead, yet shall he live. And whosoever liveth and
believeth in me shall never die.”  And then He had asked her, “Believest thou this?”  And she had replied, “You are the
Christ.” 
But when Jesus got to her brother’s grave, He found out that Martha didn’t believe it. So He asked her again, “Didn’t I tell
you that if you would believe, you would see the glory of
God?” 
17
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The Atmosphere for a Miracle
Let’s consider this question: If Jesus was going to raise Lazarus from the dead anyway, and if it had nothing to do with an invitation from his family, why did He say to Martha, “If you
would believe, you would see?” 
If He was going to raise Lazarus from the dead in spite of Martha, He would have said, “Watch and see.” But He didn’t say that, because up until that time, the disciples, the sisters, and the townspeople had not provided the right atmosphere for a
miracle. 
Jesus stands at the door to our life and knocks. He’s not going to break that door down. The people in this story didn’t let Jesus in. Not only that, but they were being used of the enemy to
try to talk Jesus out of a miracle He had set in motion a few
days before,  when He said,  “The sickness is not unto death.” 
The devil was using everyone he could to try to rob Jesus of this miracle! He started with the disciples, including Thomas, got to Martha and Mary, and then used the townspeople. Now he was trying to use Martha again.
Then the people took away the stone from the mouth of the cave where Lazarus’ body had been placed.
Faith Nuggets Missed
You would think that Martha would have been quiet, instead of saying, “He stinks.” The Lord had released some very strong faith hints—nuggets of faith—along the way that could have changed her mind.
For example, when He arrived in Bethany, Jesus said, “Your brother will live.”  And she agreed, “In the last day.” 
He said, “I am the resurrection. Do you believe it?”  And she said, “I believe You’re the Christ.”
Twice He groaned in His spirit. You would think that they would have wondered, “Why is this man groaning twice? Why is 18
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He walking to the grave so boldly? Why is He giving commands to roll away the stone?”
You would think that Martha would have wondered, “Wait!
Jesus said my brother shall rise. He said, ‘I am the resurrection.
Roll away the stone.’” Most people would have realized that Jesus was about to do something—yet all Martha could find to say was, “He stinks.” 
I believe we’re now at the point in our story where the scale can tip either way. The whole town was there, and no one knew what Jesus was going to do, but when you roll away a stone at a tomb, something might happen. By now, the crowd was on “neutral,” ready to tilt the right way and believe.
Preparation for a Miracle
The Lord had to prepare the hearts of the people so He could have some in agreement with Him regarding the resurrection of Lazarus. If He was going to bring him back to life by the power of God, some loved ones had to be inviting, pulling, believing, trusting, and expecting that Lazarus would be resurrected.
Now look at what happened:
Then they took away the stone from the place where
the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said,
Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 
John 11:41
When did God hear Him? We know that it was a few days before, when He said, “This sickness is not unto death.” 
Although God had heard Jesus, Jesus hadn’t raised the dead yet.
What if Lazarus didn’t come back to life? Would that mean God hadn’t heard Jesus? Absolutely not. God had heard Him three days before, whether or not Lazarus was ever raised from the dead.
The outcome of our miracle is not determined by whether or not God heard us, because sometimes the outcome is hindered by doubting people. At times we allow the enemy to abort the 19
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A Prayer to Impart Faith
Now Jesus was involved in a prayer that was inspired by the Holy Spirit to impart faith to those who were watching. He said in verses 41 and 42:
Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 
And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because
of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe
that thou hast sent me. 
Does God hear you always? If He hears you always—and He does—then you’re always a candidate for an answer from God. Every time. If we don’t get an answer every time from God, it means we missed it along the way by not allowing it to happen.
For years, I thought this text meant that Jesus stood up boldly and told the Father, “Thank You that You sent me. I said this so they would believe that You sent me. When I raise Lazarus from the dead, and everyone sees the power and demonstration, they’re going to believe You sent Me.”
A Prayer From Hell
That’s not what Jesus said. His prayer had nothing to do with the resurrection of the dead. Let me prove it to you.
Do you remember the story of the rich man and Lazarus the beggar? The rich man was dressed in fine linen and ate sumptuously every day. Lazarus lay starving at the rich man’s gate, full of sores, desiring some of the crumbs that fell from his table.
Then Luke 16 tells us that both the rich man and Lazarus died. The rich man lifted up his eyes in hell, but Lazarus was carried by angels to Abraham’s bosom.
When the rich man saw Lazarus afar off, he said, “Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may 20
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dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue...” 
(Luke 16:24).
And Abraham said, “We can’t do that. There’s a gulf between us. You can’t come here, and we can’t go there.”
But the rich man begged further, “Send Lazarus, send someone to my five brothers and my relatives, so they won’t come to this place of torment.”
Do you remember Abraham’s reply?
... They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear
them. 
And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went
unto them from the dead, they will repent. 
And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose
from the dead. 
Luke 16:29-31
A Prayer for Revelation
So Jesus was not saying, “I’m praying this so the people will see the resurrection of Lazarus and believe that you sent Me.”
He was actually saying, “The reason I’m praying this prayer of faith is so Martha and Mary will get this revelation that You hear Me, and You’ve always heard Me; and they will believe in Me, invite Me into their lives, accept Me, and receive My anointing before the resurrection. I am praying this prayer for their sakes. But because of the people which stand by, I said it, that they may believe.”
Notice this: "I said it, that they may believe.”
Ever since Jesus got to Bethany, He had a message: “Your
brother shall rise again.” 
Then the devil tried to rob His faith. First, he had a little wrestling match with Martha.
“Your brother shall rise,”  Jesus said. Martha said, “At the
last day.” 
21
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you believe that?”  Martha said, “I believe You are the
Christ.” 
Jesus started walking toward the tomb. Mary came. “If you
had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.” 
Where have you laid him?”
“Come and see.” 
“Could He have kept him from dying?”  the townspeople murmured.
“Ohhhh. Roll away the stone,” Jesus said.
“He stinks,” Martha said.
“Didn’t I tell you if you would believe, you would see the
glory of God?” 
“Thank You, Father. You heard Me.”
Martha and Mary said, “The Father heard Him. He must have asked Him something.”
“And You always hear Me.”
“That’s right, God has always heard Him before!”
“You always hear Me. But I’m praying for their sakes. I said it so they would believe that You sent Me.”
All of a sudden, Martha and Mary said, “That’s right—God did  send Him!”
All of a sudden, the people said, “What is He going to do?”
Now they had a sense of expectancy instead of resistance.
“That’s right—God sent Him!”
“I am the resurrection and the life. He shall live. If you would believe, you would see. Roll away the stone. Ohhhh.”
Jesus Turned It Around
Jesus turned it around. Fear was dispelled, and faith was imparted!
22
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And when he had thus spoken, he cried with a loud
voice, Lazarus come forth. 
John 11:43
You see Jesus had already achieved what He needed to achieve in the spirit realm: a proper invitation from the family for the resurrection of the dead.
The power of God has to be invited in.  You have to be in a place where you can receive it. You have to be thoroughly prepared by the Holy Spirit to get the visitation.
Jesus successfully turned Lazarus’ relatives and the townspeople around. Instead of being captivated by the fact that, “If you were here, he would not have died,” they were captivated by the fact that God had sent Jesus, and He is the resurrection and the life.
And you know what happened: Lazarus came forth, his body still bound with graveclothes, and his face bound with a napkin.
Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go!” 
Preparing for Your Miracle
In our walk with God, we’ve got to realize that we will have to experience a trial of our faith before the outburst of manifestation comes.
In order to say, “Lazarus, come forth!” we must first invest in guarding our heart; sometimes for days.
From the time you say, “I believe it” until the time you see it, you’re going to meet Thomas, Martha, Mary, the townspeople, and all the rest of the doubters! In fact, everyone you meet on your way to fulfillment is going to try to get you to cast away your confidence.
Remember, the miracle of Lazarus’ resurrection didn’t start at the tomb. It started days before. Through prayer Jesus successfully turned the attitude of people to get them to a place where they could receive a miracle. The Holy Spirit will work through us like that, and God s Word will work on us like that.
23
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What the Lord is trying to do is get the Word or the blessing over to them, but they always find an obstacle for God: “You’re late. He’s dead. He stinks.”
They always find an impossibility when, in reality, the Word of God and the Spirit will position us to receive miracles on an everyday level. Faith positions you so goodness and mercy will not only follow  you; they will overtake you!
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Chapter 2
Power Over Death
2 
And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a
city called Nain; and many of his disciples went with him,
and much people. 
Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold,
there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his
mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city
was with her. 
And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on
her, and said unto her, Weep not. 
And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare
him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee,
Arise. 
And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And
he delivered him to his mother. 
And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God,
saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us; and,
That God hath visited his people. 
Luke 7:11-16
eath is the end. Death seems like the ultimate impossibility, doesn’t it? Death seems like it’s a Ddimension that’s outside the reach of our influence— but that’s not so.
Do you know why death is not outside your reach? Do you 25
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overcame death, hell, and the grave! 
We know Someone—we serve Someone—who has not only died, but He lives. He said:
I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am
alive forevermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of
death. 
Revelation 1:18
Notice that: Hell and death are now within the Master’s reach of influence. That’s why the Bible states: Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and
given him a name which is above every name:
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the
earth. 
Philippians 2:9, 10
Death Is Not Out of Our Reach
This means that the third region, death (or hell), is not outside the realm of Christ’s influence. His Name has been there —and His Name has overcome death!
Jesus declared, “After three days I will rise again” 
(Matthew 27:63), and He did. Death and the grave could no longer hold him. He was raised from the dead by the power of God.
Jesus said in John 10:17, 18:
Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down
my life, that I might take it again. 
No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it
again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 
Jesus could not have died and would not have been killed unless  He gave Himself as a Lamb to be sacrificed for mankind.
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enemies, had final authority.
When the religious leaders and soldiers came to capture Him on the Mount of Olives, He said, “I am He,”  and they fell over backwards. He had to give Himself up to them, and He had to go to the cross as a Lamb.
When He died, He went into the heart of the earth, to hell, to pay the penalty and the price for you and me so we wouldn’t have to go there.
Dominion in Three Realms
Then, when He rose from the dead triumphantly, He rose with dominion in all three dimensions or realms: heaven, earth, and under the earth.
This means, death, hell, and the grave are within the reach
of Jesus’ influence!  His Name will not only work on sickness and disease here on earth, but His Name will also work in hell!
Jesus’ Name is not a religious cliche, however. When we say, “in the Name of Jesus,” it’s not a phrase we use to qualify our prayer. The phrase “in the Name of Jesus” means, “I’m His ambassador, a member of His Body.”
The Church Confronts the Devil
I’m literally telling the devil, “Devil, I’m talking to you right now under the influence of and through complete submission to Jesus Christ. I’m talking to you now under His influence and His inspiration. I’m His purchased possession. I’m part of His Body.
When you deal with me, devil, you’re dealing directly with
Jesus!” 
Remember what Jesus asked Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:4)? “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” 
Saul was persecuting the Church.
The Father does not see a fragmented Body of believers, He sees us in Christ and Christ in us. When the Father turns to His right hand and sees Jesus, He sees us in Jesus at His right hand.
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What the Father Sees
So when the Father turns to His right hand and sees Jesus, do you know who He sees in Him?  The Body of Christ. And what does He see? Perfection. Maturity. Right standing.
Sinlessness. Glorification. Predestination to be conformed to the image of His dear Son.
That’s what God sees. That’s why the Bible says Jesus “ever liveth to make intercession”  for us (Hebrews 7:25). I don’t know if that means that Jesus Christ is walking around heaven travailing for you; however, He is alive, and He is at the right hand of the Father.
And when I lift up my petition, the Father just turns to His right hand and sees Jesus. He’s already heard my petition. My petition in Jesus is presented before the throne of God, and He grants a yes to it. Isn’t that wonderful?
In light of that, we can see why many have failed to penetrate the realm of the dead and call people back to life.
People naturally think that once a person is dead, they’re gone.
That’s it.
Penetrating the Invisible
However, there is another realm, an invisible realm, where spirit beings operate, both angelic and demonic. And in that realm, the Holy Spirit rules and reigns.
But know this: The Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Trinity, cannot and will not enforce the law of God in the invisible dimension unless it is done through the Body of Christ. 
Why won’t He do it? The Bible says, “Ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you...”  (Acts 1:8). The Holy Spirit s job is to equip us to do the work of God in the earth.
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God purchased sons and daughters on Calvary. He calls us, builds us, equips us, and sends us. The Holy Spirit now rules on behalf of God in the spiritual dimension as the Church gives the orders on earth.
We’re not ordering the Holy Spirit; we’re ordering the devil, but the Holy Spirit’s power in us will see to it that the devil obeys the law of God that has been granted to us.
Authority to Interrupt a Funeral Procession So Jesus saw a certain woman in a funeral procession, and He knew that she was a widow whose only child had died. He had compassion on her, and He walked up to her and said, “Weep not.” 
It takes a person with authority to tell someone who is mourning, “Weep not,” and not explain himself. Notice Jesus did not go first to the coffin, touch it, and resurrect the man. He wanted to go through the man’s mother. He wanted to comfort her.
He didn’t brag, “I’m Evangelist So-and-so. I’m Prophet So-and-so. Don’t be afraid. I’m going to go over there and resurrect your son.” No, He just said, “Weep not.” 
With those words, I believe He not only communicated a message in language; but I also believe He spiritually imparted comfort. There was an anointing in Him that told the woman that she should listen.
You don’t go to a funeral, interrupt it, and tell the chief mourner, “Weep not” in the flesh. She’ll slap you. But Jesus communicated with her in the spirit. He touched her heart with the words, “Weep not.” 
Then He went and touched the coffin, and the men who were carrying it stood still. Can you see that the anointing is still at work?
Next, Jesus looked at the corpse and said, “Young man, I
say unto thee, Arise.”  He was talking to a corpse—a dead man!
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When we look at death, we see a shell, and we think that the person’s spirit is so far away in the spirit dimension that it’s beyond our reach, don’t we? In the natural this is the way we think.
But Jesus looked at him and said, “Young man, I say to
you, Arise.” 
A Man Anointed by the Holy Spirit
He didn’t say that as God. Jesus didn't resurrect that young
man as God; He resurrected him as a man who was anointed by
the Holy Spirit. 
Yes, Jesus was God; He is the Second Person of the Trinity, Yet He emptied Himself and became a man. And He never
performed one miracle on earth as God. 
What He’s saying here is, “I, Jesus of Nazareth, a man anointed of God, say to you, Arise.” Those words went forth and brought that young man’s spirit back into his body. Death had to give him up right there! Remember what an evil spirit said to the sons of Sceva, who were attempting to cast it out? “Jesus I
know, and Paul I know, but who are you?”  (Acts 19:15).
Resurrections in Modern Times
I’ve read about Smith Wigglesworth, who reportedly raised fourteen people from the dead. I’ve never seen fourteen dead people. No one has ever brought a dead person to my meeting for resurrection yet.
Brother Wigglesworth raised his own wife from the dead.
He was out doing a meeting when Polly died. When he got home, he walked into the bedroom and resurrected her. She sat up in bed and had to talk him out of it. She told him she wanted to go back; it was her time to die. They talked a while, and finally he said, “All right,” and she lay back down and died.
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That’s wild!
What did that man have? He had a revelation of the Name of Jesus; a revelation of the fact that the realm of the dead is not
beyond our realm of influence.  We don’t have to struggle against it as if it is an undefeated foe. It has been defeated, hallelujah!
The King of kings and the Lord of lords rose again. He’s got the keys, and He gave us His Name. Death is under our feet, in His Name! When we come in contact with death in whatever form it is manifested, we can overcome it.
Because disease is a form of death, we must hate disease.
Did you know God hates death, too? Why? Because He is not the originator of death. “For the wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God is eternal life...”  (Romans 6:23).
Authority in Heaven
When Kenneth E. Hagin was still pastoring, his Sunday School superintendent was severely injured in an industrial accident and was not expected to live. Brother Hagin went to the hospital, prayed with the family, and then told the Lord, “Lord, I need this man. He’s the best Sunday School superintendent I’ve ever had in this church. There’s no one to take his place. He’s a good man. He’s a good witness in the community. I’m the under-shepherd of this church, and I need him. And if I need him, You need him.”
The man was healed. Later, he told Brother Hagin that he had died and gone to heaven. He saw Jesus, but Jesus told him, “You can’t stay.” He asked, “Why?” and Jesus replied, “Brother Hagin won’t let you stay. You’ve got to go back”—and the man returned to life.
If we only knew what kind of a magnetic power we have down here to help people fulfill their destiny in God, we wouldn’t be so ready to let them go! We can guard them. We can even believe they won’t die in a car wreck or some other accident.
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We can live our life in the fullness of that, knowing we’ve been granted a Name that’s above every name.
What Did the Corpse Say? 
What happened when Jesus said to the young man’s corpse, “I say unto thee, Arise” ? Luke 7:15 says: And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And
he [Jesus] delivered him to his mother. 
Of course, Jesus, through the power of God, had to heal the young man from whatever he had died from as part of his resurrection.
What does a dead man say when he sits up in his coffin and starts talking? Did he pick up where he left off? “As I was saying...” We read over the scriptures, but we don’t always examine them closely enough.
Just imagine the reaction of the men who were carrying the coffin! They put it down in a hurry when he sat up and started talking. Maybe he said, “You were going to bury me, weren’t you,” or “You bought the cheap coffin.”
It’s natural to be alive: The moment his spirit returned to his body, it was natural for him to communicate in the earth realm, because he had a body again.
In light of that, do you understand why the devil wants people to die prematurely? Do you understand why the devil wants to beat the bodies of Christians down with sickness and disease? It’s because as long as we live in this temple, we have the ability and the authority to operate in this earth realm and be pleasing to God.
A Key to Miracles
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Now look with me at Luke 10:8, 9:
And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive
you, eat such things as are set before you:
And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them,
The kingdom of God is come nigh unto thee. 
Notice, if they receive you, eat what they give you. If they receive you, fellowship with them. If they receive you, heal the sick. This is an important key. Jesus said the principle is: if they receive you.
How are they going to receive you? If you receive a prophet in the name of a prophet, you will get the prophet’s reward, according to Matthew 10:41. If you receive a righteous man in the name of a righteous man, you will get a righteous man’s reward. If they receive you as a vessel of honor, they will get the appropriate reward.
If they look upon you as a flake, and they don’t think you have anything, don’t tell them your visions and dreams. Don’t tell them anything.
But if they receive you as who you are in Christ, the Bible says to go ahead and heal the sick that are in that place.
We hinder people from receiving healing when we announce, “I don't have anything, I can’t heal anyone, but I know Someone who can.”
Instead, God is saying to us, “Tell the people that you have power. Tell them you got that power from Me. Jesus said you are a believer, and these signs follow or accompany you: You shall lay hands on the sick, and they will recover. Tell them I’ll minister healing to them if they’ll receive it.”
Ministering to people is service. It’s like serving someone food. Just because they don’t eat it doesn’t make it any less of a meal. The same is true of healing.
I'm not in a meeting to pray for people; I’m there to minister
healing to people—if they will receive it. If they will believe, I’ve got the power to heal them. They will receive the touch of 33
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The Ministry of Aliens
We’re on this planet as aliens. We’re journeying through the earth to make an impression for God. We’re here to heal the sick. We’re here to get people saved. We’re here to let the Gospel spread through us.
So what the Lord is saying is, “If they receive you, they must receive you for who you are in Christ.” They shouldn’t think you are like everyone else.
When you ask them, “Do you have someone sick at your house?” you should add, “God gave me an anointing. I’ve got power. I’m a believer, and signs accompany me. And if you’ll receive it and believe that God will use me, I’ll come to your house and minister healing.”
We’ll see many more results if we minister to people this way. We must channel their attention into an area of expectancy to where they can receive from God. As Jesus said, “Heal the
sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of
God is come nigh unto you”  (Luke 10:9).
Success All the Way
The seventy accomplished this task with great success. They reported back to Jesus in Luke 10:17:
And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord,
even the devils are subject unto us through thy name. 
They returned with joy.  This means they were rejoicing, dancing, jumping, and shouting. They were excited about their results! Joy marked their conversations. They had gone out to different places, and when they returned, each had a tremendous testimony about his journey. It was success all the way.
What did they do? They had received power from Jesus, hadn’t they? He gave them power and said, “Now go.” Another 34
Power Over Death
biblical passage recounts that Jesus gave the disciples “power
and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases”  (Luke 9:1).
The most exciting thing was when the seventy said, “Even 
the devils are subject to us in your Name.”  Notice they didn’t say, “Only the devils are subject to us”; they said, “Even the devils are subject to us.” What does that mean?
That means demon spirits were subject to them in the Name of Jesus!
Sickness and disease were subject to them in the Name of Jesus!
Germs and microbes were subject to them in the Name of Jesus!
The elements were subject to them.
Anything that tried to oppose them was subject to them in the Name of Jesus— even devils.
Remember, Jesus also gave us power over all the works of the devil.
Christians Can Kill Disease
The great missionary John G. Lake, at a time when the bubonic plague struck South Africa, conducted an experiment.
He took plague-infected froth from a dying patient’s mouth and placed it in his own hand. Then he examined it under a microscope. The plague germs died as they came in contact with his body!
The plague kills most normal people. But when you know your authority in God, you kill the plague! Why? Because you won’t allow it. You tell it, Go! If you know your authority, you won’t catch germs and microbes.
As a matter of fact, what is a microbe? Genesis doesn’t say, “In the beginning, God said, Let there be microbes, and there were.” You cant find them in the Bible. God didn’t create 35
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Have you ever seen a microbe? They’re ugly-looking creatures. Do you know anyone who has had a microbe, a germ, or a disease for a pet? Their very life is sin. They are empowered by the power of the devil. The life in them is the power of the devil. And we have the ability to kill them!
We can’t remove them from the planet, because sin brought the curse into the planet, but God took away the curse of the law on our life through Jesus Christ. Therefore, we can remove the influence of sickness and disease out of our life. We can kill it!
Christians can kill disease! 
Doctors can see the germs of diseases under powerful microscopes. They even keep them in glass vials and do experiments on them. These germs are alive. They move around and spread.
Yet there are Christians walking the earth who don’t know that those diseases are subject to them. Not only devils, but anything the devil has hatched up is subject to you. You don’t need to catch those diseases.
I walk by the power of the living God who lives inside me.
My body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. It does not contract disease and sickness. It repels it!
God gave you and me authority over all the power of the devil. Everything within the influence of the kingdom of darkness is subject to us in the Name of Jesus.
Cancer Must Bow! 
Cancer is subject to you.  When you face cancer in someone’s body, curse it. Say, “Cancer—die! Come out of this body!” If you believe what you say, it will come to pass. That anointing will go to work and kill the disease of cancer.
“Death and life are in the power of the tongue,”  the Bible says in Proverbs 18:21. That means when life comes on the
scene, death leaves.  What does life do? Life kills death. Health 36
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kills sickness. Prosperity kills poverty. Deliverance kills bondage. Joy kills sorrow. Faith kills fear. Love kills hate.
So we become “murderers” of evil. We destroy the works of the devil, and we destroy them through our words. 
This is what the seventy discovered. “Germs, disease, sickness, poverty, fever, infirmity, deafness—whatever we're facing—obey us through your Name,” they told Jesus. “Even devils obey us!”
That was a victorious testimony, wasn’t it? They came back rejoicing and full of joy. Victory is exciting. You can’t help but get excited and happy about it when you realize that victory belongs to you!
Chosen to Rule and Reign With Christ! 
The Lord has chosen us to be miracle workers like the seventy who will literally dominate the powers of darkness on planet Earth. We are to master, or exercise rulership and reign, with Christ over all  the powers of darkness!
The devil goes about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. But Jesus said, “You can advance by walking on scorpions and snakes.” Where does that put the devil? Under
your feet!  That means when the flu is going around, you can put it under your feet.
The devil will try to convince you that you have less power than you actually have. He’ll try to convince you that you’re susceptible to getting a hereditary disease. He’ll try to get you to accept the fact that confusion is going to dominate you, and you’re going to lose your mind. If he can convince you of this, he’ll rob you of what belongs to you.
You don’t need another “feeling.” You don’t need another touch. You don’t need another “breakthrough.” Authority and victory belong to you right now. If you can grasp the great truth of your authority in Christ, you’ll be well on the way to where those joyous seventy were.
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God s Best May Mean Wealth
God s best for some of you is to be a wealthy person! The lie of the devil is always to say that not everyone can be wealthy, or only a few can become wealthy.
Becoming wealthy is easier than you think. In fact, if anyone should be wealthy on this earth, it should be Christians. “The deck is stacked in our favor,” as worldly people say. We’ve got twice as many angels as the devil has demons, and greater power is working in us than in sinners.
Why is it that people fail to step into abundance and prosperity in the realm of God? Because becoming wealthy is
supernatural. 
Let me give you an example: Why is it that only a small number of families control most of the wealth on planet Earth?
Theirs is “old money”—money that has been in their families for years and years and years.
And why is it that all these families that have dominated the entire economic condition on earth are not saved? It’s because the devil wants to keep that money flowing in the realm of the ungodly.
But the Bible says, “... the wealth of the sinner is laid up
for the just”  (Proverbs 13:22). That wealth belongs to us! 
What Happens to Ideas Without Faith
There is going to be a shift of wealth. How is it going to come about? God is trying to get wealth-producing ideas over to Christians. Do you know why you won’t act on these ideas?
Because ideas without faith won’t be put to work.
When someone gets an idea from God, the first thing the devil says is, “Do you think it is that easy? If it’s that easy, 38
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someone else would have done it.”
Also, the moment someone gets an idea from God, he shares it with his best friend, and the friend says, “Do you think it’s that easy?” or “Yes, that will work,” but either way, the friend gives them a look that implies, “You’re a nut!”
So the man with the idea doesn’t act on his God-given idea.
Then, down the line, some sinner gets hold of the concept and makes millions from it. Ideas without faith won't work. 
I believe the Lord is going to give people faith in this decade that will help us graduate from working in a dead-end job to being an employer of others. This kind of success belongs to the Church! It belongs to believers.
God is going to give us divine ideas, products, customers, systems, and solutions. He’s going to give us ways by which we can capture what He has in store for us. Becoming wealthy is supernatural.
Not only are devils subject to us, but poverty is also subject to
us in His Name, and it has to bow its knee. 
Receiving Supernatural Endowments
Certain things come to you by education; certain things come to you by information; and certain things come to you by the Spirit of God. You don’t know how they come or how you know them.
When preaching came on me the first time, I’d never preached the Gospel before. I’d just finished reading Luke 4:18, and it was like a rhema to me: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because he hath anointed me to preach....” 
That anointing came upon me, and that gift was imparted to me. It became not only active that day; it became resident.  From that moment on, I could preach the Gospel. Of course, I have to study. I have to put the Word of God in me. But as far as standing in public and preaching, that gift is there.
In this age, there are certain things you’ll receive that will be 39
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When the prophet Elijah was caught up into heaven, Elisha was there, and he picked up the prophet’s mantle when it fell to earth. Elisha was waiting for that mantle; he was asking for and expecting a double portion of Elijah’s anointing.
Consequently, Elisha didn’t have to figure out how to use the mantle; he had seen Elijah operating the gift. The supernatural endowment inherent in the mantle helped both prophets operate the way they did.
The Day Jesus Was Equipped for Service Going to the New Testament, we see that the Lord Jesus did not go out preaching the Gospel, teaching, or healing before the mantle or anointing came on Him when He was baptized in the River Jordan by John the Baptist.
To Jesus, the baptism in Jordan not only signified the baptism in the Holy Spirit; it also signified His being separated to fulfill His destiny and being equipped to do the work of the ministry with power. He was then ready to do what God had called Him to do.
After that experience, Jesus left His earthly family, and we don’t hear of Him submitting to His earthly parents again. He went into the wilderness, overcame the enemy, returned to the Galilee, and began His miracle ministry.
I believe there are times when God calls you, but there are also times when God equips you and releases supernatural ability in you to fulfill what God is calling you to fulfill. We can be supernatural in any realm of service. We can serve as ushers supernaturally.
Just as Elijah passed his mantle to Elisha, so Jesus cloaked His disciples with His mantle. When they saw His mantle in operation, they were captivated by His anointing, and they followed Him.
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He taught them the Word. They saw Him do miracles. They saw His compassion for the sick. And He gave them the ability to cure the sick and cast out devils. But then, at His ascension from the Mount of Olives, He promised them, “Power is going to come upon you. You shall receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon you.”
Christ’s Mantle Is on the Church
In the same way that Elijah's mantle fell on Elisha, Christ’s
mantle fell on the Church!  And the Holy Spirit did come. When He filled the Church, the Church was birthed into the realm of the miraculous.
We have within our being today the potential for a consistent supernatural lifestyle.
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Chapter 3
Releasing the Power of God
3 
hen we were ministering in Canada several years ago, we were approached by a woman who had suffered Wtwo miscarriages and was expecting a third child.
As we were praying for her, we brought out a chair, because we didn’t want her to go out under the power and fall. She was tormented by the thought of losing this third child.
So we sat her down in the chair and began to minister healing to her. Suddenly, my wife, Robin, through the gift of discerning of spirits, saw the spirit that had attached itself to this woman’s body. It was literally holding her cervix open! (This is what had caused her two previous miscarriages. ) You don’t have to see into the realm of the spirit to know how to minister to people and how to bind the devil. You can know through the abilities God has put in you. You can know through the word of knowledge. And if you don’t see into the realm of the spirit or have a word of knowledge, you can still walk by faith and not by sight: You can believe God’s Word.
But in this instance, Robin told us what she saw, and then she spoke to that spirit. She said, “Let her go!” This is the way Robin and I minister: We talk to things. We talk to symptoms, and they obey us. Sometimes I know by a word of knowledge, or Robin knows by discerning of spirits that a spirit is involved.
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Robin bound the devil. She told it to go, and immediately it left the woman—but as it was leaving, it literally hit Robin in the stomach. It tried to get in one last shot on its way out. Don’t let devils do this to you. Robin resisted it, and it bounced off her.
Learn to Say No
A well-known minister was ministering healing to a hospital patient once, and the spirit jumped off the person and tried to get on the minister. It hit him in the chest. He said, “No, you can’t,”
and the spirit left.
When a symptom, the enemy, or fear hits us, we’ve got to learn to say no to it. When the spirit of fear is around, it’s amazing how people panic. But it’s a spirit, and you can reject it.
About a month after praying for the Canadian woman, we got a letter from her. She went back to her doctor the day after we ministered to her, and he said, “Your cervix is closed.” We told that spirit that had afflicted her to leave, and she was instantly healed by the power of God.
But what if we had prayed, “God, please heal this woman?”
or asked the Lord to do something that’s not within His realm of influence to do?
Yes, God is more than a conqueror. He is not afraid of the devil. He has authority over the devil. But on planet Earth, God gave that authority to us! And if we don’t do something about the enemy, God won’t.
An Instant Manifestation
About two years ago, we were ministering in New Orleans, and we told the congregation, “Go out and bring the sick to church. Believe in an instant manifestation of the Holy Spirit to heal people.”
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So some people went out and brought back a man in an ambulance. They wheeled him into the church service on a stretcher.
He was wearing a hospital gown. He had fallen off a truck and broken his neck two years before, and he had been bedfast and crippled those 24 months.
After preaching the Word, I walked down to where the man's stretcher was. “Do you believe the Lord is going to use me to heal you tonight?” I asked.
“Yes,” he replied.
I laid my hands on him, released the power and anointing of God, commanded that infirmity to leave his body, and believed God for a miracle.
Then I asked the man, “Can you move your feet? Move your feet.” He started to move his legs up and down. I said, “Well, can you walk?”
He said, “I don’t know.”
We lifted him up, and he got off the side of the bed. Ushers were holding him, and the man was walking. His hospital gown was split in the back, and the ushers were trying to cover him up.
He was walking for the first time in two years!
Because he had been paralyzed and couldn’t control his bodily functions or take care of himself, he was wearing a diaper. The diaper fell off, he stepped out of it, and he just kept walking.
Releasing the Power of God
There will always be an impossibility, but we must not allow an impossibility to hold us back. A broken neck is nothing to God’s healing power!
We’ve got to recognize that God’s healing power will surge through us. We can sense it in the tangible realm. We can become well acquainted with it. We can release it on people.
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Once he was riding in a train, minding his own business, reading, when four men came to him and said, “We don't know what it is about you, but your presence makes us feel like we're going to die and go to hell. Would you pray for us?”
The Presence of God Fills Our Home
When we lived in Whittier, California, we had a next-door neighbor who smoked a pipe, cussed, and did everything else worldly, but was supposedly a Christian.
We held prayer meetings in our home, and he ran around town without our knowledge and circulated a petition that objected to the number of cars that were parked on the street.
One of the women in the neighborhood signed his petition, but one day she felt guilty about it. She came to our house, knocked on the door, and asked to come in.
The moment she stepped into the house, the power of God hit her, and she began shaking and sobbing. She said, “I don’t know why I did it. I’m sorry I ever did it.”
We asked, “What did you do?”
She said, “I’m sorry. I signed the petition.”
“What petition?”
“The petition your next-door neighbor is getting everyone to sign against you.”
The power of God was present in our house not because that house was some kind of a temple, but because the temple of God lived in that house. It was the presence of God in and with us that released that kind of power.
46
Releasing the Power of God
I would venture to say that a high percentage of the church world doesn’t know the power of God. I’d even venture to say that many of us don’t know the power of God like we should.
The power of God honors faith.  In order to be “zapped” with God’s power, you’ve got to be tuned to the right “station.”
Uncrowned Kings
And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord,
even the devils are subject unto us through thy name. 
Luke 10:17
Jesus answered in the next verse, “I beheld Satan as
lightning fall from heaven.”  He was saying to them, “The devil has been cast down. I saw him cast out of heaven.”
Remember the prophet Isaiah’s words:
How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the
morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which
didst weaken the nations! 
Isaiah 14:12
The reason why the nations and earthly governments are weakened, confused, and snared is because Lucifer fell and became the god of this world.
But there s another dimension of government in the kingdom of God to which we’re called as kings and priests. In that dimension we may not be acknowledged in public as kings and priests, but in the spirit realm, we’ll rule and reign.
Power Over All the Power of the Enemy After Jesus told the seventy that He saw Satan as lightning fall from heaven, He continued:
Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and
nothing shall by any means hurt you. 
Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are
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are written in heaven. 
Luke 10:19, 20
First, Jesus says, “I give you power. I give you the liberty and the ability to consistently operate in my stead; to advance by setting foot on scorpions and snakes.” That means sometimes the only direction to go is straight toward where the devil is standing!
In the natural, if you see a corridor, road, or path that s paved with scorpions and snakes, you’re not going to feel like going that way, are you? It’s not even the direction you feel led to go in.
The Lord was saying, “You do not need a special manifestation of the Spirit to defeat the devil. I give you power so you can advance.” When you start to advance, the devil and his camp will whisper, “Impossible! You can’t come this way.
It’s never been done. We’re going to stop you!”
You’re beginning to step on all that the devil is attempting to use against your progress in God. But you have been given exousia— ability, delegated authority—to operate on behalf of Christ, and you’re not going to be stopped by the adversary.
Ignoring Authority
After Jesus gave us authority over all the power of the devil, He went on to say, “But don’t rejoice in the fact that the
spirits are subject to you; rather, rejoice that your names
are written in heaven.” 
People have said, “See, we shouldn’t rejoice because of the miracles, or because the devil is subject to us. We should rejoice only because we’re saved.” Religious people have used that excuse to capitalize on salvation and forget about their authority!
Jesus said, “I give you authority.”  Don’t base your joy on the fact that the devil is subject to you. If you base your joy on results, you’ll get excited when you see results and depressed when you don’t. And there will always be times when you’re 48
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between victories.
The Lord was not negating the supernatural; He was simply saying, “Don’t get excited, or base your joy on the fact that the devils are subject to you. Base your joy on the fact that your names are written in heaven.”
That tells me something else. Notice He didn’t say, “But rejoice that you’re going to heaven.” That’s how we’ve interpreted it, but that s not what He said. He said, “Rejoice that
your names are written in heaven.”  What does that mean? It means that God acknowledges you as a child, and if you’re a
child of God, the devil is in trouble! 
My Joy Is Based on My Heritage
In other words, based on the fact that my name is written in heaven, I've got authority here on earth! My joy is not based on my authority, however. My joy is based on my heritage.  I’m a child of the living God. It’s not what He gave me; it’s who He made me.
And in that same hour, according to Luke 10:21, Jesus rejoiced in the Spirit. That word “rejoiced” means He spun around, got excited, and started dancing. It means the power of God hit Him!
Has the power of God ever hit you, and joy exploded in your spirit? That s what happened to Jesus. Why? Because He had just said something that bore witness with the Holy Spirit. He said, “Rejoice because your names are written in heaven.” 
Boom—the power of God hit Him. He rejoiced and said: I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and
hast revealed them unto babes, even so, Father; for it
seemed good in thy sight. 
All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no
man knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and who the
Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will revel
him. 
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And he turned him unto his disciples, and said
privately, Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye
see. 
For I tell you, that many prophets and kings have
desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen
them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not
heard them. 
Luke 10:21-24
Here’s the clincher. Jesus got all excited and began to praise God and say, “You have hid these things from the wise and
prudent, and have revealed them unto babes.” What were “these things”? Jesus told His disciples, “You’re blessed. Until this time, prophets and kings have desired to hear and see the things you’re hearing and seeing.” What were they seeing?
Dominion Over Darkness
For the first time in human history, the disciples were seeing
men having dominion over the powers of darkness. 
Even in the Old Testament, men did not have dominion over the powers of darkness. In fact, the devil is hardly referred to in the Old Testament; we only see types and shadows of him.
Men in those days fought literal adversaries or giants. The devil and the spiritual workings of evil behind the scenes did not come to light until the New Testament.
Throughout the Old Covenant you find men who were dominated by the powers of darkness; and certainly the anointing of God came on prophet, priest, and king, and they performed miracles.
But you don’t see men binding devils anywhere in the Bible before Jesus appeared on the scene. You don’t see anyone subduing the powers of darkness and walking in victory until Jesus’ day. What did God reveal to babes? Authority over the powers of darkness!
Twice-Born Men
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As a Christian, your name is now written in heaven. You’re a brand-new breed of people. Prophets and kings wanted to look into what you have and couldn’t.
Remember what Jesus said about John the Baptist? “Out of
everyone born of a woman, there’s not one greater than
John.”  Then He turned around and added, “... but he that is
least in the kingdom of God is greater than he”  (Luke 7:28).
What was Jesus saying? He was saying, “If you’re going to put John up against any other person who was only born once, of a woman, and did not know the New Birth, he’s going to be the greatest.”
The New Testament, however, ushered in the New Birth, also known as the second birth. The second time you’re born, you’re born of God. John the Baptist did not experience this second birth. Therefore, when comparing him with someone who has received the New Birth and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, John will be “the least in the kingdom.”
New Testament believers are greater than John because they can step into the Christ-kind of ministry. They have many advantages over John. John didn’t have dominion over the spirits of darkness.
John didn't have what the apostles had, or what members of the Early Church had.
So the Lord said to His disciples—and to us—"your name is now written in heaven, and you have a new identity. You're not the person you used to be, a person who was overcome and trodden down by the enemy, a person who bore a resemblance to his earthly parents and took on their traits. No, you’ve been born of God, and now you can bear a resemblance to your Heavenly Father and take on His traits.”
When you receive this new identity, you open up the miraculous realm of God, and the supernatural becomes commonplace. It’s easier to talk to sickness and disease, evil spirits, and so forth. It’s easier to walk as a believer in all aspects of life.
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Nicodemus the Theologian
The third chapter of John is a very familiar portion of Scripture; however, I believe that only one aspect of it has been explained. We need to look at it in another light. The chapter begins:
There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus,
a ruler of the Jews:
The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him,
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God:
for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except
God be with him. 
John 3:1, 2
Nicodemus had his theology together! He knew more about doctrine than most Christians do. Today we think that no man can do these miracles, only God, but Nicodemus said, “Except
God be with him....” 
Acts 10:38 tells us, “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for
God was with him.”  God was with Jesus; Nicodemus was theologically correct.
The Kenneth S. Wuest translation says, “Rabbi, we know
positively that from God you have come, a teacher; for no
one is able to keep on constantly performing these attesting
miracles which you are constantly performing, except God
be with him.” 
Jesus answered [Nicodemus] and said unto him,
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
John 3:3
We’ve interpreted this to mean that Nicodemus told Jesus something, and Jesus brushed it aside and told him, “Never mind that Nicodemus. You must be born again.” But that’s not what was said!
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Seeing the Kingdom of God
Nicodemus was literally fascinated—and so were the Pharisees—by the fact that this man Jesus had authority. Jesus said to Nicodemus,  “Truly, truly, I say unto you, Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
We’ve always thought that meant Nicodemus would not go to Heaven. Yes, we know that if you’re not born again, you’re not going to heaven. But how many know that the kingdom of God is not only in Heaven; it’s on the inside of you!  As a matter of fact, the kingdom of Heaven is active among certain people.
Jesus told His disciples, “Heal the sick that are therein,
and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto 
you”  (Luke 10:9). Jesus told the Pharisees, “The kingdom of
God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say, Lo
here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within 
you”  (Luke 17:20, 21).
We know that there is coming a day when God’s kingdom will literally come. We believe that. We believe that Jesus is coming one day to set up the literal headquarters of His kingdom on planet Earth.
The Day the Kingdom Came
But we also believe that Jesus said one day to His disciples, “... there be some standing here, which shall not taste of
death, till they see the kingdom of God”  (Luke 9:27).
The Bible tells us that eight days after making that statement, Jesus took Peter, James, and John with Him to a mountain to pray, and He was transfigured before them. Those
three literally saw the kingdom of God come with power! 
We’ve prayed the Lord’s Prayer: “Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven”  (Matthew 6:10), but as Christians, we’ve always thought of the kingdom as being part of the millennium.
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God’s Kingdom in Our Life
Nonetheless, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done”  is not some futuristic, passive prayer. It is a declaration of faith that says, “Your kingdom is going to come through my life.
Your will is going to come through my life, as it is in Heaven. If your will is healing, healing is going to come through me.
“If your will is health, health is going to live through me. If your will is abundance, abundance is going to live through me. I refuse to allow the enemy to work or be active anywhere near my realm of influence. Wherever I have influence, the devil doesn’t. Whoever I can influence, I can set free from the devil.”
In light of that, listen to what Jesus said to Nicodemus after his affirmation that God was with Him: “Verily, verily, I say
unto you, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” 
What is He saying? “Nicodemus, you won’t see these miracles happen through you. You won’t see salvation. You won’t see deliverance. You won’t see prosperity. You won’t see abundance. You won’t see the supernatural dimension— unless
you're born again.” 
“Do you want this? Get saved. Do you want these miracles?
Get saved. Get your name written in heaven, and you'll see the kingdom of God in operation down here. Then, eventually, you'll go to live with God in His kingdom forever and ever. But you must be born again.”
Why did Jesus say this? Because that which is born of flesh is flesh That means Jesus is well acquainted with the natural realm. That means He knows when we fail, when we get wounded, when we cry, and how to overcome, because He 54
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became a man.
Flesh or Spirit? 
But that which is born of spirit is spirit. “Ye must be born
again.”  What does that mean? When you’re born the second time, your spirit man is born of God.
That spirit man is well acquainted with the spirit realm. He knows how to walk without failing. He knows how to win. He knows how to maneuver in the realm of God. He knows how to receive by faith. He knows how to overcome the enemy.
The spirit man is born of God. He knows how to glean God’s characteristics and very nature from the Word, and appropriate them into his own life. He knows how to grow up to dominate the realm of the natural and cause his body to come under the influence of the Holy Spirit which is in him.
That which is born of flesh is flesh, and that which is born of spirit is spirit. You must be born again, because unless you are, demons won’t be subject to you. Elements won’t bow down to you. The enemy won’t be under your feet. Your adversary won’t be overcome.
However, if you get saved, you become an open house that God can come and live in. He can guide you into triumphant victory throughout your walk in Christ Jesus.
Bringing Heaven to Earth
What Jesus was saying was, if you’re born again, it does not simply mean you’re going to Heaven; it means you’re bringing Heaven to earth! It does not mean you’re getting saved and getting an “insurance policy” It means you’re getting saved, and miracles will accompany you.
The natural man won’t be able to comprehend you. He that is spiritual cannot be judged of anyone. The wind (the Holy Spirit) blows wherever it wants. You don’t know where it’s coming from, or where it’s going. That s how a man in the spirit 55
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The devil works on every side, trying to contain him, and when he’s finished all his strategies and exhausted all his laborers, he finds out that you're one step ahead of him— because you’re born of God.
Your name is written in that other dimension, and you know how to find the presence of the living God.
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