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May this little book help draw you closer to Him in ways you didn’t know it could.  Through the readings and experiences designed within, may you and your family take steps to have a stronger relationship with Christ this Christmas.
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The Introduction:
 
We begin this journey a few days following Thanksgiving.  Many people call it the season of Advent. In preparation for this time, we will gather supplies.  Throughout the 25 days, you and your family will do activities, read Bible verses, eat candy, and appreciate the plan God set in place to reveal how deeply He loves you. 
Items needed:
-5 candles (one white, four others of whatever color you wish) – they can be any size.
-A bag of candy kisses
-Cellophane wrap
-A willing heart and mind
 
The items listed above help to make your home a place where Christ is central to the Christmas experience. With these items, you will create your own Kiss Calendar and Christmas Candles to help you and your family to remember and celebrate. You may also want to make a birthday cake for Christmas day. Any type of cake will do: coffee cake, fluffy cookie, pancakes with a candle, or a traditional birthday cake. You decide and make it your own.
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The Prep
 
As we prepare our homes, let’s also prepare our hearts. Before we begin, join me in this prayer:
Lord God Almighty,
Nothing we can do will ever compare to the gift You’ve given us. And yet, we don’t want our minds to wander and get distracted by the things around us. Please use our little attempts at decor to keep our hearts and minds focused on the simple beauty of You. Help us to view the candles and candies as reminders to help us taste and see how good You really are. Prepare our hearts and minds for what You want more than what we want. 
In Jesus’ beautiful name we pray,
Amen.
 
Let’s gather the supplies mentioned above and prepare the tools we’ll need for the days to come.
 
1. Christmas Candles
Find a central location in your home. Place the candles in a circular formation with the one white candle at the center. We’ll call the center candle, the birthday candle. (Some people like to insert them into a wreath, but it isn’t strictly necessary.)
Throughout the twenty-five days, we will light one candle a week before Christmas. On Christmas day, we’ll light the birthday candle-the white one in the center. They will help us to recall what the Bible means when it refers to Jesus as the light of the world.
“When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12
 
To help clarify this better I made a video.
Watch the video. 
 
More prep…
2. Kiss Calendar
Supplies: candy kisses, cellophane, yarn or ribbon, Bible verses found on the last pages of this book.
1. Open the bag of candy kisses
2. Lay out a long piece of cellophane on a table or floor.
3. Make a row of 25 candy kisses on the cellophane leaving space between each for tying on a bow.  
4. Print out the verses and cut apart. 
5. Fold a Bible verse and place it under or near each kiss.
6. Fold the cellophane over the kisses so that you create a tube of kisses.
7. Using ribbon or yarn, tie a bow between each kiss.
8. Use the yarn or ribbon to tie off the top and bottom of your strip of kisses.  
9. Hang your kiss calendar somewhere you can easily see each day.
 
If you prefer a simpler approach, place the 25 kisses into one container on a table with the folded Bible verses in another container.
Eat one kiss and read one Bible verse every day. For fun, add a personal mom or dad kiss in addition to the chocolate version. 
 
(Save the verses and place them in a bag or box to be reused later.)
I created a video of me making a kiss calendar if you need further help.
Watch the video.
 
Now we’re ready.
Each day we’ll eat a kiss, taking a little moment to pause and think. Occasionally, we’ll do an activity. This book is for anyone who wants to grow closer to Christ at Christmas.
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Day 1: Candle #1 – THE WORD
 
Candles bring warmth and the sweet glow of their light. Today, we begin by lighting the first candle. Pick one of the four candles surrounding the birthday candle to light. We’ll read the first part of the story of Christ’s birth.  
Read aloud.
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” John 1:1-5
What? There’s no baby here? You’re right, but we get so much more. Reread the verses above. Wherever a word is underlined, fill in the name Jesus. (It helps to read it out loud.)
At Christmas, we experience the same sensation of waiting for a Savior; the Word became flesh (aka. human like you and me).  The people of Israel longed to meet Him and gather to His warmth. He came to be a light for all mankind.  As you look at the flickering candle light before you, take a moment to pray.
Ask God to help you understand Jesus better throughout the next 24 days.
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Day 2: The Snake
 
God planned to save humanity many years before the baby lay in the manger.  He knew what He had in mind to do, and He knew His timing. We read of Him voicing His plan in the beginning with Adam and Eve in the garden.
Adam and Eve sinned and got caught.  God gave them consequences for their actions, by kicking them out of the garden and making them work for survival.  But He also had consequences for the sneaky snake that started the sin ball rolling down the hill.  
He told the snake, “I will put hatred between you and the woman. Your children and her children will be enemies. Her son will crush your head. And you will crush his heel." (Genesis 3:15 NIrV)  
When God told the snake (also known as Satan) “Her son will crush your head,” He meant to inform Satan, in the end, “You lose.” God hints at what will come when Jesus arrives.  But God is patient and doesn’t rush His plan.
What do you think about God’s plan?  Had you imagined how early it started?
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Day 3: The Blessing
 
In the generations following Adam and Eve, God sent prophets to open their eyes to His ways.  They spoke God’s words for the time in which they lived, but they also gave glimpses of God’s intent.  Step by step, God showed His people who they could expect to come and help them.  He prepared them for a Messiah.  
(The word, Messiah, is a Hebrew word meaning “Anointed One” or “Chosen One.”)
God told Abraham the world would be blessed through his family.  
“I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” Genesis 12:3
Once again God hinted about His blueprint for humanity.  No one leader or family member of Abraham (or anyone else) has affected the world the way Jesus did.  The impact of Jesus’ birth sent ripples through every society on earth for centuries.
Who is a member of your family you respect and admire?
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Day 4: The Crown
 
God continues to narrow the possibilities of where His Messiah will come.  Years and years pass. We discovered God’s patient planning. The Messiah will come from Abraham’s family. But, over time, Abraham’s family grows bigger and bigger. As if his family were the stars in the heavens, they spread out across the land.
We read of one part of this huge family in Genesis. A man named Jacob fathered 11 sons.  We read how God changed Jacob’s name to Israel.  That’s right; this family started the whole country of Israel.  Each son’s family became a tribe of Israel named after that son.  One of the sons was named Judah.  From his name a whole people group emerged, and today we call them Jews.  
One momentous day Jacob told his son Judah, 
“The right to rule will not leave Judah. The ruler's rod will not be taken from between his feet. It will be his until the king it belongs to comes. It will be his until the nations obey him.” Genesis 49:10
When you think of a king, what do you picture?  What does a king do?
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Day 5: The Puzzle Piece
 
God’s piecing together a puzzle.  Each part fills in the spaces, giving clues to the people of Israel about expect their Messiah.  He does it patiently and progressively, leaving little to chance.  Who can control what family they come from?  Or who can decide where they will be born? These verses matter because God knew, God planned, and God prepared.
At least 700 years prior to Jesus’ birth (in Bethlehem), God told the prophet Micah to share these words with His people:
The Lord says, "Bethlehem, you might not be an important town in the nation of Judah. But out of you will come a ruler over Israel for me. His family line goes back to the early years of your nation. It goes all the way back to days of long ago." Micah 5:2
No matter what happened in Israel, God continually made them aware of His plan.  
There is hope, and it (He) will come.  
 
What makes someone important? Do you think of yourself as important or not? Why?
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Day 6: The Mom
 
We don’t control where we’re born. We certainly cannot pick our parents.  But, God can and did.
This expected Messiah would be the light of the world, as God designed from the beginning of the world.  He would come from Abraham’s family, and more specifically from David’s family.  He’d be born in Bethlehem, the town of David.  AND, the birth itself would be unique.  
Somewhere between 600 and 700 years before the birth of Christ, the prophet Isaiah discovered this piece of God’s Messianic puzzle.  As Isaiah shared these words, it makes us wonder, how odd it might have sounded in his own ears.  
“The Lord himself will give you a miraculous sign. The virgin is going to have a baby. She will give birth to a son. And he will be called Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:14
(FYI – “Immanuel” means “God is with us”)
What?  This prophecy might freak out anyone.  But, we’ll find out later, it really happened.  
 
Have you ever heard of unusual births?  What was the most unusual thing about your birth?
 
Check this link for unusual birth stories.
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Day 7: Activity Day - The Hunt
 
(Depending on your schedule, you can rotate which day is your “activity day”.  Let’s not just to read the word, but do something with it.)
Treasure Hunt
Go for a drive or a walk. Explore your town, neighborhood or local shopping area. Search for the following items. Every time you get one, give yourself the score indicated. Tally them up below. Play on your own or with friends. For bonus points, guess how the items with stars beside them help us to focus our thoughts on Christ this Christmas. Decide amongst yourselves who deserves to win. If you’re on your own, you already win.
(Example: I found 5 candy canes, each worth 300 points…total 15 00 points)
 
Christmas tree (worth 100 points)
Santa (worth 200 points)
Candy Cane (worth 300 points)
Snow/snowflakes (worth 100 points)
Wreath (worth 200 points)
Bows (worth 100 points)
Nativity scene (worth 500 points)
Angels (worth 500 points)
Reindeer (worth 100 points)
 
Total score:
(If you have different seasonal items in your town, create your own treasure hunt based on the items you have near you.)
 
 
The Parents
 
Light candle #2.
Have you been wondering why we haven’t come back to those candles yet? Each week as we approach Christmas, we light another candle. You may want to relight them throughout the week in anticipation of the arrival of Jesus’ birthday.
Today, we’ll light a second candle from the circle of four. (We’re saving the birthday candle for Christmas day.) After we light candle #2, let’s read how Joseph and Mary got informed of their involvement in God’s plan.
Read aloud. 
Mary (the Mom’s point of view):
“God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee. He was sent to a virgin. The girl was engaged to a man named Joseph. He came from the family line of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel greeted her and said, ‘The Lord has given you special favor. He is with you.’
Mary grew very upset because of his words. She wondered what kind of greeting this could be. But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary. God is very pleased with you. You will become pregnant and give birth to a son. You must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God. The Lord God will make him a king like his father David of long ago. He will rule forever over his people, who came from Jacob's family. His kingdom will never end.’ 
‘How can this happen?’Mary asked the angel. ‘I am a virgin.’ 
The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come to you. The power of the Most High God will cover you. So, the holy one that is born will be called the Son of God.”  Luke 1:26b-35
Check out Mary’s response to this stunning news:
“‘I serve the Lord,’ Mary answered. ‘May it happen to me just as you said it would.’ Then the angel left her.” Luke 1:38 
 
Joseph (the Dad’s point of view):
“This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. His mother Mary and Joseph had promised to get married. But before they started to live together, it became clear that she was going to have a baby. She became pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph was a godly man. He did not want to put her to shame in public. So he planned to divorce her quietly.”
Matthew 1:18-19
Don’t you just love the honesty of the Bible where it tells us how Jesus’ earthly Dad was ready to divorce His mom? There is more to this story...
“But as Joseph was thinking about this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. The angel said, ‘Joseph, son of David, don't be afraid to take Mary home as your wife. The baby inside her is from the Holy Spirit. She is going to have a son. You must give him the name Jesus. That is because he will save his people from their sins.’ 
All of this took place to bring about what the Lord had said would happen. He had said through the prophet, ‘The virgin is going to have a baby. She will give birth to a son. And he will be called Immanuel.’ The name Immanuel means ‘God with us.’
Joseph woke up. He did what the angel of the Lord commanded him to do. He took Mary home as his wife. But he did not make love to her until after she gave birth to a son. And Joseph gave him the name Jesus.” Matthew 1:20-25
 
Imagine the bravery exhibited by Mary and Joseph as they followed God so faithfully. Have you ever known any brave parents? What are the bravest or craziest things your parents have done?
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Day 8: The Son
 
God leaves nothing to doubt. He holds back no part of His promise. He wants to open people’s eyes to what He has in mind. He won’t be sending another prophet; the people could expect no new King. This Messiah is more than mere royalty.
Though Mary and Joseph get to care for Him, the Messiah will be God’s Son. God explained it several hundred years before they ever cuddled a baby and placed him in a manger.
“I will announce what the Lord has promised. He said to me, ‘You are my son. Today I have become your father.’ ” Psalm 2:7
Knowledge of this prophecy dwelt inside Jesus. When a man named Nicodemus asked how a person can be saved, Jesus said this:
"God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life. God did not send his Son into the world to judge the world. He sent his Son to save the world through him.” John 3:16, 17
Here, Jesus proclaims, “I know who I am, you need to know too.”
 
When you look at nativity scenes or consider Jesus’ birthday, how important is it to you that He is God’s Son? Why?
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Day 9: The Prophecy
 
Mary and Joseph begin the preparations for a new baby. Have you ever wondered what they had heard about the Messiah? What did they imagine He would be like?
The prophet Isaiah told the people of Israel this description many years before the Savior’s birth:
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6
On the plus side, He would be wise, mighty, (fatherly?) and peaceful. On the negative side, “the government will be on his shoulders.” These words don’t appeal to a parent’s heart.
Did you notice He would be God?  
Mary and Joseph’s minds already understood this baby would be God, with skin. Wow!  
 
If you had heard these descriptions before His birth, what assumptions leap to your mind?
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Day 10: The Father
 
If you remember from Isaiah’s description of the Messiah yesterday, one of the nicknames applied to the coming Messiah was “Everlasting Father”. It might have been odd for Mary and Joseph to think about their baby as the Everlasting Father. 
Years later, when Jesus ministered to people, He referred to God as His heavenly Father. He directly addressed God in prayer as Father several times.  
We glimpse moments when He taught the disciples. He wasn’t confused. Jesus clearly grasped His own Godliness:
“I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” John 10:28-30
As we prepare to celebrate Christmas this year, let’s remember God’s plan to give us an Everlasting Father regardless of the skills found in our earthly fathers. He set the standard for Fatherhood.
 
How do you think Joseph’s stomach felt with this description stuck in his brain?
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Day 11: The Rock
 
Have you ever observed a building being constructed? Men with their bright yellow hard hats pour cement “footers” around the base of a future structure or they lay a cement foundation. In Israel, at the time of Jesus’ birth, they built with stones. They placed one upon another with careful precision.
The entire building’s strength came from how well the builders set the first stone. They called it the cornerstone of the whole building. 
A poorly placed cornerstone could mean a tilted building incapable of weathering a tough storm. No one wants to live in a place so unsteady.
One description of the Messiah, which Mary and Joseph learned from childhood, comes from the idea of a cornerstone. The prophet Isaiah described the Messiah this way:
“So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion (another expression for Israel), a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who relies on it will never be stricken with panic.” Isaiah 28:16
In the Psalms it said, 
“The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;”Psalm 118:22
Jesus made reference to these verses in His ministry later to confirm how it applied to Him.
 
Since Joseph and Mary were taught this reference, what do you think they assumed concerning the baby who grew in Mary’s womb?
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Day 12: The King
 
Let’s recap:
Mary and Joseph believed the coming baby to be wise, caring, peaceful, strong, fatherly, and like a rock. The book of Psalms also describes blessings God intended for all nations because of Him. All kings seem small compared to Him.
“Then all nations will be blessed through him, and they will call him blessed.” 
Psalm 72:17b
“May all kings bow down to him and all nations serve him.” Psalm 72:11
 
The book of Revelation puts it simply: 
“On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” Revelation 19:16
That’s who this baby is. Put in current terms, we’d call Him: the Boss of Bosses, Master of Masters, or President of Presidents.
 
Do you think Mary and Joseph were nervous about their role in the future of all people? Why?
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Day 13: Activity Day- The Lights
 
Light count
Search your home and count all the lights you find for one minute. Have fun. Make it a competition. How many lights did you find? The winner is the one who found the most, but you may need to double check if they are right. 
(Want a bigger challenge? Count the lights in your neighborhood.)
Read these verses and consider the lights you found.
Jesus -- the Light of the World:
“The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.” John 1:9
“When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12
 
Us -- as we share His light:
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.” Matthew 5:14
What a difference light makes in our lives.  
 
What do you think it means to be the light of the world? Why?
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Day 14: The Wise Men (Candle #3)
Today, we’ll light three of the candles surrounding the birthday candle.
We’ve already unearthed these truths: 
1. God planned for Jesus’ arrival from the beginning. 
2. He invited Mary and Joseph into His plan. 
3. There were others also waiting, seeking, learning, and ready to step out in faith at His direction.
 
Read these verses aloud.
“After Jesus' birth, Wise Men from the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, "Where is the child who has been born to be king of the Jews? When we were in the east, we saw his star. Now we have come to worship him." Matthew 2:1, 2 
These wise men got involved in God’s plan long before they arrived. They possibly served as advisors to a king; they studied and learned about the stars. In their studies, they had discovered the prophecies about the Messiah. They acknowledged God’s power and wanted to meet His Messiah, even though they lived in the East, maybe as far as Persia. They left their comfortable life to cross a desolate desert in search of a baby. They already understood He would be a baby. Now that’s faith!
(By the way, the Bible never tells us how many wise men came. They brought three presents, but the presents may have been given by two or twelve. We just don’t know.)
Imagine the risks these men took.  Travelling through one of the starkest places on earth to find God’s gift for mankind, these men demonstrate faith at it’s core.
What does faith mean to you? 
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Day 15: The Escape
 
Mary and Joseph and Jesus seem to fit into a sweet package, the perfect little family. As School House Rock once said, “Three, it’s the perfect number.” But Jesus’ story is full of gut wrenching heart ache, even in the beginning.
Those wise men travelled to see Him, but first they stopped to meet the local King, Herod.  They asked for further guidance on their journey. Herod heard the predictions of the Messiah. He believed the baby would become a King. To Herod’s way of thinking, Jesus came to take his job. He thought Jesus would dethrone him, and Herod planned to stop Him, at any cost.  
The wise men weren’t called wise for nothing.  God granted them insight into Herod’s character. They didn’t give him the details for finding Jesus.
Herod decided to take no chances. He sent soldiers to kill all the baby boys in Israel who were 0-2 years old, because he wasn’t certain of Jesus’ age. This tragic period in Israel’s history marked the first years of Jesus life. Yet, God’s plan remained intact.  
“When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. ‘Get up,’ he said, ‘take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.’ ” Matthew 2:13
From the very beginning, Jesus understood struggles in life. As we face difficulties, we can look to our Savior with the realization that He gets our problems. He’s had them too.
 
What problem do you face today? Bring it to Jesus. Talk to Him in prayer and share it, knowing and trusting He understands it.
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Day 16: The Waiters
 
Him:
It wasn’t just the wise men who dreamt of the Messiah’s arrival. Other people waited expectantly for Him. One such person was Simeon. He believed God wanted him to meet the Messiah before his life finished. Though he was old, he eagerly waited at the Temple in Jerusalem. Eight days after Jesus’ birth, Mary and Joseph brought Him to be dedicated, and they ran into Simeon.
“In Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was a good and godly man. He was waiting for God's promise to Israel to happen. The Holy Spirit was with him. The Spirit had told Simeon that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. The Spirit led him into the temple courtyard.
Then Jesus' parents brought the child in. They came to do for him what the Law required. Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God. He said, ‘Lord, you are the King over all. Now let me, your servant, go in peace. That is what you promised. My eyes have seen your salvation. You have prepared it in the sight of all people. It is a light to be given to those who aren't Jews. It will bring glory to your people Israel.’
The child's father and mother were amazed at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them. He said to Mary, Jesus' mother, ‘This child is going to cause many people in Israel to fall and to rise. God has sent him. But many will speak against him. The thoughts of many hearts will be known. A sword will wound your own soul too.’ " Luke 2:25-35
Just eight days into this tiny life, Mary and Joseph encountered someone who had expected the plan, just as they had.
 
How do you think this made them feel? Why?
 
Her:
On the same day they met Simeon, Mary and Joseph also bumped into another person who had been aware of God’s details. Her name was Anna. She was an elderly woman who remained at the temple praying and worshipping continually, since she no longer had family. 
Mary and Joseph arrived at the temple ready to follow the Jewish rules for a male child, and Anna approached them.
“There was also a prophet named Anna. She was the daughter of Penuel from the tribe of Asher. Anna was very old. After getting married, she lived with her husband seven years. Then she was a widow until she was 84. She never left the temple. She worshiped night and day, praying and going without eating.
Anna came up to Jesus' family at that very moment. She gave thanks to God. And she spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the time when Jerusalem would be set free.”  Luke 2:36-38
We often think about Christmas as a time for family. What we imagine centers on the people who raised us and gave us birth. With Anna’s revelation, we witness how God’s blue print isn’t just for our household family. He wants to bless His family.
Anna had no one with whom to celebrate this knowledge God placed in her head. She was alone. Yet, the joy of this first Christmas came to her personally. When we become adopted into God’s family by accepting the gift of Christ, He never leaves us alone at Christmas or any other time. 
 
How do you find joy when you’re alone? 
(Consider doing something to care for people who may be alone: older people who live in care facilities, people in the hospital, or maybe someone you know personally.)
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Day 17: The Lamb
 
The birthday we celebrate on Christmas is important, not just because of the miracle of the baby, but because of the life and sacrifice of the man. He started life as we all do, with the slow steps of an infant. When He reached the age of maturity, it was time for Him to face the world as a man. The ministry of Christ was about to begin.
To begin this leg of the journey, He went to the desert to get baptized by John. John had become respected by many people as a prophet of God. When Jesus approached, we read John’s first reaction to His presence:
“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” John 1:29
By saying this, John exposed Jesus’ purpose. The expression, “Lamb of God,” instantly made the people of Israel think of Moses. It reminded them of the lamb they sacrificed each year in memory of the 10th plague mentioned in the book of Exodus. By sacrificing to God the best lamb they owned, it showed how much they trusted God. They gave their best to Him. As a result, the first born children were saved.
Now, God was returning the favor. He was giving His best for us. As a result, all who acknowledge this and trust Him get saved from eternal separation from God.
 
What thoughts come to mind when you think of Jesus (the baby/the man) coming as a sacrifice for you?
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Day 18: The Speech
 
We’ve addressed many people and how they responded to the arrival of Jesus. There is a problem though. Even if every person on the planet believed in His strength and power, it wouldn’t matter; unless it was true.  
How do we determine the truth?
If Jesus is from God, let’s go to source. What are God’s words about this? Does He say anything?
As startling as it must have been, the Bible records God’s spoken word on the subject:
“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’ ” Matthew 3:16, 17
When we acknowledge who He really is, the importance of Jesus’ birthday builds. People have talked about it, prayed for it, imagined it, and dreamt of it. At His arrival, a new world came.  More than any other person in history, Jesus’ affect on mankind explodes throughout people groups, countries, and continents, because of who He is and what He does.
 
When you think about Jesus’ impact on the world, what matters most to you?
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Day 19 –Activity Day - The Gifts
 
Gift Time
Let’s make a present for Jesus. It is His birthday we celebrate on Christmas. What can we give Him? 
Since He’s God, He doesn’t need anything. But there is something He wants. He wants us.
Write down things you can do or give to Jesus. Some ideas might include: energy, cooking for someone in need, giving money to church, sharing clothes with people who need them, time, etc.  Make this real and personal. Come up with as many ideas as you can. Put the papers in a package of some sort. Wrap it and label it “To: Jesus” and “From: your name”.
In another box or package, place the verses you’ve collected from the kiss calendar. Label this package, “From: God” and “To: you or your family.”
 
Place both presents under the tree or wherever you put presents. To be opened Christmas day.
 
(If you have children, you can make a game of opening God’s present to us by wrapping it with several layers of paper and playing musical unwrap on Christmas Day. One layer gets removed when the music stops, much like musical chairs but moving the present instead of the people.)
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Day 20: The Shepherds (Candle #4)
 
Are you enjoying the candles? We’ve been lighting them each week as we approach Christmas. Today, it’s time for number 4. Be sure to light the previous three candles too. After you light the fourth candle, read these verses about some of the first people to stare into the eyes of Christ.
Read these verses aloud. 
“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.’ 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.” Luke 2:8-20
 
Shepherds are regular, hard working, and sweaty. To these sheep-scented men, God sent an army of angels. This is the largest group of angels specifically mentioned anywhere within scripture. It’s overwhelming to imagine. Previous times in the Bible where someone came face to face with an angel, they shook in their skin or fell on their face. These shepherds get a whole company of angels. Wow!
Without hesitation, the shepherds searched for the baby Messiah. Then, overwhelmed with enthusiasm, they spread the word His birth. In years to come, Jesus called Himself the “Good Shepherd,” how ironic His first visitors came from that line of work.
As we see the glowing candles before us, we can remember Jesus, the Light of the World and how He wants us to shine with His light also. The shepherds let their light shine when they fearlessly told everyone of the miraculous baby. We do the same by sharing Jesus’ story with our friends. We invite them to church, maybe to a Christmas service, and we tell them how His life affects ours. In those moments, we resemble the shepherds and continue their story.
“Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:15, 16
 
How can we imitate the shepherds today by letting our light shine?
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Day 21: The Names
 
Jesus developed many nicknames. For the people of this time, a name expressed your personality and who you will be. 
 
Here is a list of some names applied to Jesus:
•Son of God
•The Christ (Greek for “anointed One”)
•The Messiah (Hebrew for “anointed One”)
•Mighty God
•Everlasting Father
•Prince of Peace
•Wonderful Counselor
•Lord
•Rabbi (which means teacher)
•Creator 
•Almighty 
•First and Last
•The Life
•Bread of Life
•The Word
•Son of David
•Prophet
•Servant
•Good Shepherd (caregiver)
•Lamb of God (sacrificing Himself)
•The Way
•The Truth
 
Phew! That’s a bundle of names.  Which one is your favorite? Why?
As we think about Christmas, let’s consider these names and what they mean. They help us to understand Jesus better. 
 
What does your name mean? If you never searched for the meaning previously, take a moment to look it up, Google it or ask a parent. Does your name describe you?
Do you have any nicknames? How many?
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Day 22: The First Name
 
God picked out the name “Jesus,” and told Mary and Joseph to give it to the Messiah. The name “Jesus” has great depth and meaning all by itself. It means “one who saves.” 
There’s something about the name “Jesus” which the Bible tells us is unique. When someone gets baptized, they do so in the name of Jesus. When someone prays in the name of Jesus, people get healed. Demons are cast out of people in the name of Jesus. We are saved in the name of Jesus.
Philippians 2:9-11 puts it this way:
“Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
 
Now that’s one amazing name!  
 
Have you met anyone with an unusual name? What is it?
 
Return to Table of Contents.



 
Day 23: The Pain
 
We’re getting close; His birthday is only a few days away. Are you feeling the anticipation and excitement? As we’ve been studying God’s plan, we discovered how early God set forth his plan for mankind. 
We examined the nuggets of truth God doled out over hundreds of years before the birth of Jesus. We discussed how this one man fulfilled each prophecy concerning his birth and his life. But that’s not all. 
Jesus didn’t live for His own enjoyment; He existed to fulfill the plan. He sacrificed Himself for us.  Like the lamb at Passover, Jesus gave His life for ours. Isaiah exposes the details hundreds of years before the baby’s birth.
“Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Isaiah 53:4-6
 
After reading these things, what would you say to Jesus if you could talk with Him today?
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Day 24: The GIFT
 
“Only two more shopping days until Christmas,” the advertisements declare. We want to give and receive. In the mix of presents and toys or lack of them, we sometimes forget the real gift of Christmas.
All this time, we’ve studied about who Jesus is, but do we grasp what Jesus is?
He’s God’s gift to us. The best gift we will ever receive.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” John 3:16-17
Because of this gift, we gain access to God’s family.
“Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” John 1:12
As one domino falls on another, so becoming part of His family excites us. We yearn for more people to become family members too.  As a result, we share His story, like the shepherds, with anyone we can. 
 
Do you attend church? When was the last time you invited someone to join you at church?  Think of someone and invite them.
 
The Party Prep
Prepare to Celebrate…
Imagine the most important person in history is coming to your home tomorrow. He’s your personal friend. What would you do to prepare for His arrival?
Decide for yourself something to do to prepare for the special day; the day we’ve adopted to celebrate His arrival among us. Go to a special church service. Write a note to God. Why not throw a birthday party?
When we celebrate a birthday, we decorate, clean, cook, and play games. Whether it’s big or small, let’s plan a party for Jesus. Place streamers across the ceiling. Make or purchase birthday signs. Make or purchase a birthday cake.
Is your heart pounding with anticipation yet?
If life’s been tough lately, it may help to remember the truth of the moment. The only people in Bethlehem ready for the Messiah’s arrival were Mary and Joseph. They travelled for days, walking through dirt toward the town of Bethlehem. When they came into town, they hunted for a hotel room. They discovered what God often finds when He knocks at the door of our hearts.  There was no room. The Messiah entered the world homeless.
 
In what ways will you invite Jesus into your life today?
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Day 25: The Day
It’s here!! Yippee!
It’s Jesus’ birthday; the only birth still celebrated 2000 years after the fact. If we celebrated it the way He deserves, the birthday candles would look like a bon fire. But, this baby we remember in our manger scene isn’t a baby any more. He’s the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. In the beginning, He was with God and He was God. Jesus is the Word of God, made flesh.
Let’s eat cake, light the Birthday candle, play a game, open the present from Jesus. Let’s remember His small beginning, and how the world changed. He brought love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. He spreads them around the world through us.
Here’s how it all started: (Light the 4 candles and the Birthday candle)
 
Read the story aloud…
“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register.
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.” Luke 2:1-7
Merry Christmas! This is the day the Lord has made, let’s overflow with joy and be glad for His gift.
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Did you enjoy this book?
Please stop by Amazon.com or Smashwords.com and leave a review. Honesty is always welcome.
Smashwords Review
Amazon Review
 
If you want to read more by this author visit
http://www.FaithfulChoices.com
 



 
Kiss Calendar (The Bible Verses)
(cut out each verse, fold it, and place it with a candy kiss in your Kiss Calendar)
 
John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word,  and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
John 1:2“He was with God in the beginning.”
John 1:3“Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”
John 1:4 “In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.”
John 1:9 “The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.”
John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
Isaiah 7:14 “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”
Isaiah 9:6 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
Luke 1:30 “But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.”
Luke 1:31 “You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.”
Luke 1:32a “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.”
Luke 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
Acts 4:12 “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”
Isaiah 53:4 “Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted.”
Isaiah 53:5 “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.”
John 1:12 “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God”
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:17 “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”
John 16:51 “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”
Philippians 2:10-11 “that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
Matthew 3:17 “And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’ ”
John 11:25 “Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die”
John 11:25 “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die.”
John 10:11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.”
John 14:6 “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
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