BEAT TENSION
-<§>-
Marvelous things can happen when we correctly discern the Body of Jesus Christ. The Bible tells us that when we do so, there is healing, forgiveness of sins—all the kinds of abundance promised in the Word. When we are the Body of Jesus, we need to discern the needs and ministries of one another.
In the Book of Job, all six people involved knew God, but they didn't discern the overall picture of what God can do. Many times we live in a limited way because we limit God. We really don't discern Who He is and what He wants to be to us.
It has been said that Job is the oldest book of the Bible. I used to wonder who Job was and how he got there. He really is in the Old Testament! For example, in the Book of Genesis, Job is listed as the son of Issachar. Abraham had Isaac, Isaac had Jacob, Jacob had Issachar, and
Issachar had Job. He was a very real person. Also Job is mentioned in the Book of Jeremiah and by James in the New Testament. His name means "desert." To think of Job is to think of a very deserted time—deserted by everyone.
Look at Job's friends:
Eliphaz means "God is dispenser." He was a relative of Isaac. His father was Tema, the son of Esau, the son of Isaac. He undoubtedly knew God, because he was of the right lineage.
Bildad means "confusion." He was the son of Shuah, who was the son of Abraham and Keturah. He also came from the right lineage and must have known God.
Zophar means "chatterer." He lived up to his name; he chattered a lot but didn't say much.
Elihu means "he is God." He was a descendant of Buz, the brother of Uz, the son of Nahor, who was a brother of Abraham. The Bible talks about God as the God of Abraham and Nahor.
These people didn't know the Lord as completely as you do, because you have the written Word; but they knew Him because of the background that had been passed down to them.
At the opening of the Book of Job, the Bible lets us pull back a curtain to see what went on in heaven between God and Satan. Job was probably 70 years old when he went through a tremendous trial. When we think of Job, we think of a very black and bleak time, and we don't like it. But his trial lasted only one year out of his 210 years.
One bad year out of 210 is not bad! We can hardly gripe about that. Yet that one year has been held up and moaned about-poor Job's trial! What about Job's victory? Two hundred nine years he did not have a terrible situation. As the story unfolds, let us discern the Body of Christ.
Job 1, "There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect, and upright, and one that feared God and shunned evil." Four things about Job were mentioned three times: 1) he was perfect, which means that he was mature, that he handled things well, but not so well that he was sinless;
2) he was upright; 3) he feared God, which does not mean he cringed in fear but that he reverenced God; and 4) he eschewed evil, which means he fled from evil.
Job had seven sons and three daughters, and he was very, very wealthy. The Bible tells us exactly how much he had: 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, 500 she asses, and a very great household. Job was the greatest of all the men of the east. "Greatest" means wealthiest.
Job 1:4, "And his sons went and feasted in their homes, every one his day, and sent and called for their three sisters to eat and drink with them. And it was so, when the days of their feasting were finished, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all; for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts. This did Job continually."
Not only was Job a very wealthy man, but he was a very spiritual man. This was said of him in the very first verse, and it can be seen in his activity. He set his children apart. He got up early in the mornings and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all. Before Leviticus, it was the father's place to make the offerings. Abraham made offerings for his family. Job said, "It may be that my sons have sinned and cursed God." Remember this verb, "to curse," and notice that "Job did this continually." He was very concerned that his children serve the Lord.
Now for that glimpse into heaven: the curtain was pulled back on a specific day. Evidently there was an appointed day for the angels of God to come before Him and talk to Him. Among the angels was Satan. In Ezekiel 28:11-15, there is a description of Satan. It talks about every precious stone that was his covering, how beautiful and wise he was, and how he could sing. He was the anointed cherub that covered the throne of God. He walked up and down the mountain of God.
One day Satan decided that he was going to be bigger than God. Why be number two when you can be number one? In his pride, he tried to exalt himself above the Father, and God cast him down from heaven. However, he still had access to come before God, because he was still an angel, even though he had become a fallen angel. Now you know who Satan is and how he became as he is. His name means "accuser."
When Satan went up to heaven on this particular day, God spoke to him:
"Satan, what have you been doing?"
"Oh, just going to and fro from earth to heaven."
"What have you been doing on earth?"
"Just been looking around."
"Have you noticed My servant, Job? He's perfect! He's upright! He fears and reverences Me. He flees from evil!" This is the second time this was said about Job, and it is God Who said it.
Satan is the accuser of the brethren, so he said, "Sure, he's perfect and upright and he fears You. You're so good to him, who wouldn't act good when You treat them that well? He's loaded with money, and has ten children. He has it made! If You would take all these things away from him, he would curse You to Your face. You've hedged Job in, along with his household and possessions. He'd really curse You if You took it all away." Satan was accusing Job of serving God for what he could get from God!
In the New Testament, it says that when people teach that godliness is gain, they are teaching false doctrine. It's wrong teaching! We don't love God because He causes us to prosper. We love Him because we have an intimate relationship with Him. Prosperity is an outgrowth of Who He is in us.
The Lord answered Satan, "Everything he has is in your power." So Satan went from the presence of the Lord, and in one day Job lost everything that he had. One servant reported that 500 she asses were stolen, as well as 500 sheep, and that the servants had been killed. While he was talking, another servant reported that 7,000 camels and some servants had been hit by lightning.
Before this servant finished, another reported that everything else was gone. He said, "I'm the only one left to tell you." While he was still talking, someone else reported that Job's seven sons and three daughters had been killed while eating dinner when a big wind blew a wall over on them. Job had lost everything but his wife in one day. When you see what she had to say, you'll wish he had lost her, too.
At the end of Job 1, "Then Job arose and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground and worshipped God." He did not curse God. Did he serve God because God caused him to prosper? NO! He served God because he loved Him.
Job said (This is how I know what was really in his heart, because "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh."): "Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly." This was because he did not love God because he was rich. He loved Him and the riches resulted, because a small part of God's provision for His children is prosperity.
Back to the scene in heaven: Satan, with all the angels, approached the Father. God said to Satan (and I think it's rather sarcastic):
"Satan, what have you been doing?"
"Oh, I've been wandering to and fro, going from heaven to earth."
What have you been doing on earth?"
"Oh, just looking around."
"Have you noticed My servant, Job? He's perfect and upright, and he fears Me and flees from evil! Have you noticed that?"
"Yes, I noticed, but (and remember Satan is always the accuser) skin for skin, a man will give everything for his life. If he got sick, he'd curse You! You keep him very healthy, so he serves You." (Satan couldn't use finances or children anymore.) When you feel well you can go to church, but when you don't feel well, why bother? Why read your Bible when you're sick? Maybe you just don't want to.
The Lord said, "Satan, his life is in your hands. You can make him sick, but you can't kill him."
Immediately Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord and smote Job with sore boils from the soles of his feet unto his crown. Job was so bad he sat on an ash heap. When you read the description of what he complained about, you will find he probably had black leprosy, which is also called elephantiasis.
The only way anyone could get relief from these boils was to sit on ashes and put the ashes in the running sores. He really looked bad! He took a little piece of broken pottery and scraped off all the corruption that was running out of his boils. You may not like the description, but that's the way it was.
When Job was sitting on his ash heap, his wife came to him and said, "Are you retaining your integrity still? Why don't you curse God and die?" I thought, "Wait a minute, lady, this man has been offering sacrifices for his children in case they cursed God, and you're the mother of those children! Surely you didn't want your children to curse God! Now you're telling your husband to do it?"
I read a description one time of what they make high bridges and skyscrapers out of. They do not use cast iron. I wondered why not, because iron is probably the strongest material with which to build. It isn't used in construction because it has to have "give" to it. Instead, high-tension steel is used because it is more flexible. When the wind blows against those tall, high bridges or those huge skyscrapers, the high-tension steel sways and bends but will not break. It will always come back to its original position.
The Bible tells us that the storms are going to come against our houses. The winds and the rains are going to come against us. If we get hard and brittle and don't allow the Word to move and soften us and help us to bend, we will crack and shatter into pieces. This is what happened to Mrs. Job. She lost all her wealth and her children, and her husband was very ill.
When Job's wife began to bend under the trial, instead of standing on the Word in order to come back to the original position, she became bitter and brittle. She said to Job, "Curse God, and die!" I don't believe she would have said that before the trial came upon them. I believe she was a spiritual woman, but she didn't take the Word into the situation and allow it to bring her back into position.
There are times when things are going to hit you and you are going to bend. But let the Word be in the bending, because the Word will always bring you back to your original position.
See how it worked in Job's life. At the opening of Job 3, Job cursed the day he was born. It was hard on him. If you think Job never said anything bad and that he wasn't human, just read his words. He said terrible things. "I'm falling apart. I'd like to die, things are so bad. I'm sick, I've lost my children, my wife's nasty, and everything is bad."
Then Job's three friends came to see him. They said, "Job, we're going to come and comfort you." When they got there, Job looked so bad, they couldn't say anything. They just looked at him for seven days. Things were very bad! When Job finally opened his mouth, he cursed the day he was born. In verse 25, Job said, "for the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me."
His friends began to talk to him. The first, Eliphaz, said some very nice things. "Behold, you have instructed many, you have strengthened the weak hands, your words have upholden him that was fallen, and you have strengthened the feeble knees" (Job 4:34). If Job's words helped other people when they were down, could the same words have helped him when he was down?
Some of Job's words were negative and some positive. He bent, but the Word brought him back into position. He was not cast iron but high-tension steel.
Only one thing can make you high-tension steel—God's Word. Otherwise, the flesh can get hard and brittle and crack under trials. Then we could give up and throw in the towel.
Job 4:7, "Remember, I pray you, whoever perished, being innocent? Or where were the righteous cut off?" What was Eliphaz saying? He was saying just what his name says: "God is dispenser." He was saying, "Well, if you weren't guilty, these bad things wouldn't be happening to you."
Eliphaz wasn't all wrong. Hebrews talks about the chastisement of God: "Fear not when you are chastised of the Lord." That is one aspect of God, but it isn't all of Him. Does evil come upon you just when you are bad? Or do you have some problems when you're good, too? Eliphaz had a concept of God, but it was just a small concept. When you're bad you get into trouble because you reap what you sow, but the Bible also says that the righteous will be tried. Eliphaz didn't see that aspect. All he could see was that Job was being punished for being bad.
Job 5:17-18, "Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty; for he maketh sore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands make whole." Had Job been doing something bad? NO!!! God said that Job was a perfect and upright man who feared Him and fled from evil. This was said three times!
That's not why Job was having trials. He had trials because of the devil. Satan brought the problems. Because of his love for God, Job had become "a marked man by the devil."
Notice what Job said about God in Job 6:4: "For the arrows of the Almighty are within me." He was saying, "I lost all my children, wealth, and health because of God. God did this to me!" That is not a full concept of God and Who He is. Also, he was totally ignorant of who the devil is.
In Job 8, Bildad spoke: "Job, let me tell you what I think is wrong. I believe we can get an answer here for you; but let me tell you where I think you can get it. 'For inquire, I pray you, of the former age, and prepare yourself to search of your fathers.'"
He was saying, "Job, let's get some good history books, and let's just see what happened to Rome. Then we'll understand what's happening to the United States." Have you heard that? "Let's see what happened to England, and then we'll see what is going to happen to us." People say that the pattern for all nations is to go way up and then come falling down, like the Roman Empire. They claim that the same pattern holds for the United States.
They look to history for the answer instead of to God. There is a certain truth in that, because the Bible tells us that the people in the Old Testament were set as examples for us. It is true that we can learn from the history of the Bible, but it is still just one aspect of the knowledge of God, or the wisdom of God, or the Body of Christ and what He is to us.
Bildad was saying, "Let's check out history. You are probably a hypocrite" (Job 8:13). Job answered, and I want you to see what was in Job's heart. He was not very happy with these friends, and I don't blame him.
Job 9:17-18 shows the humanity of Job: "For he breaketh me with a tempest, and multiplieth my wounds without cause. He will not suffer me to take my breath, but filleth me with bitterness." Job was talking about God and his friends. Who made Job sick? Who put the boils on him? Who killed his children? Who took all his possessions? Satan! Who did Job blame it on? God. Why? He knew God, but he didn't know the fullness of what God is. He just didn't have a full enough picture. But he was starting to get one!
Job 9:33, "Neither is there any daysman (mediator) betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both." Job said, "Oh, if I just had a mediator—somebody who could connect me with God." Today, we can say, "We have One!" Job saw the need of one. He was getting a revelation, beginning to see what it is.
Then in Job 10:2-3, he said to his friend, "I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; shew me wherefore thou contendest with me. Is it good unto thee that thou shouldest oppress, that thou shouldest despise the work of thine hands, and shine upon the counsel of the wicked?" "Dear God, You're driving me into the ground!"
In Job 10:18, he said, "Why did you bring me out of the womb anyway? Why was I ever born?" Have you ever said that? When? When you were under high tension and trials. Right? You began to bend with it and sway with it and gripe to your spouse or friends, saying, "I just can't take any more. I wish I were never born!"
Zophar (meaning "chatterer") came on the scene in Job 11:4: "Oh Job, you have been sinning. I knew it all along. If iniquity be in your hand, put it away. Let not wickedness dwell in your tabernacle. You've just been bad, that's all."
Each friend gave Job an aspect of God, but not the picture he needs. They told just a very small part of God. Job answered in bitterness toward God and in bitterness toward his friends. However, every now and then he got a Word and started to come back into place. He was swaying, but the Word would return him to his original position.
Job 13:15, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him: but I will maintain my own ways before Him." Who said that? Job, under high-tension trials and problems.
In Job 14, Job started his own philosophy. He said, "Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble."
Job lashed out at Eliphaz, Zophar, and Bildad in Job 16:2: "I have heard many such things: miserable comforters are you all."
In Job 16:8, he said, "You've filled me with wrinkles; I'm so tired of you!"
Then in Job 19:17 and 19, he talks about his wife: "My breath is strange to my wife, though I entreated for the children's sake of my own body." She wouldn't have anything to do with him. She said, "You've got bad breath! Get away!" (He didn't use Clorets!)
It was really bad. "My wife doesn't like me; I have bad breath; you are all miserable comforters; God's arrows are in me; I wish I were dead." Job 19:14-16 shows how bad it was: "My kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar friends have forgotten me. They that dwell in my house, and my maids, count me for a stranger: I am an alien in their sight. I called my servant, and he gave me no answer; I entreated him with my mouth."
Job 19:20, "My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh, and I am escaped with the skin of my teeth."
You say, "He's really beginning to bend under this. If he bends too far he's going to break and fall." But he came back up. Job 19:2526, "For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God."
God kept giving him the Word to bring him back. What did he do? God's Word began to come to him and began to bring him back from the tremendous wind of a trial that was about to break him in two.
In Job 23:10-12, Job began to come out of his trial. When he first started with his friends, he said almost worse things than they did, but he began to get hold of the Word of God. He bent some, then got the Word and came back up a little more. He started with a mediator and then talked about a redeemer.
What was happening to Job? He was beginning to discern the Body, to discern Who God really is. He said, "But He knoweth the way that I take. When He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold. My foot hath held His steps, His ways have I kept and not declined; neither have I gone back from the commandment of His lips. I have esteemed the words of His mouth more than my necessary food."
Oh, people; when you begin to take God's Word and put it in that place in your life, what's going to happen? He's going to start bringing you into place. Job 23:14, "For He performeth the thing that is appointed for me: and many such things are with him."
All the way through Job 40, Job started to say some good things. "Some way I'll have confidence in God. Some way He'll take me through. Though He slay me, I'll still trust Him. Some way I'm beginning to see that there's something of hope in God." Yet all the time he said that, he was also saying, "God made me sick. God took my money. God took my children. My wife doesn't like me." He blamed it all on God. But he was getting a fuller revelation.
Then God came on the scene. "And the Lord answered Job and said, Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct him? He that reproveth God, let him answer it." God said, "Job, are you so smart that you know it all? You are going to tell Me how to do it? You act like you have all the answers."
In Job 38:2, God is the One speaking to Job, not the other men speaking to him: "Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?" Did you ever try to figure out God's ways and didn't really understand? He said, "Job, you've been talking a lot. Were you with Me when I made the earth? Were you with Me when I made the rivers? Job, do you really know all about Me? You act like you're an expert, Job." Notice 25 that He came and corrected Job first. You say, "Well, it's the friends who were so bad!" It was Job, too. Why? Because he didn't totally see Who God is. He was self-righteous rather than Word-righteous.
Then in verse 4, Job said, "Behold I am vile, what shall I answer you?" "I'll just shut up; I'll put my hand on my mouth." But he didn't say, "Well, God, if You'd been through what I've been through, You'd have said bad things about You, too! I've been sick! I've lost ten children, lost all my wealth, my wife hates me, and my friends haven't helped. They just told me how bad I am."
Job was perfect and upright; he feared God and fled from evil. But he still didn't have the aspect of God that the Father wanted him to have. He didn't discern the Body of what God really is to him. When God said, "Hey, buddy, you don't know it all," he was smart enough to say, "You're right. I'm vile."
In Job 42:6, he did the right thing for the situation: "Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." Job said, "You're right, God, I didn't get it. I really didn't get it." God could have said, "Job, I didn't do this to you. The devil did it to you. You've been blaming all these bad things on Me, and I didn't do it. Yes, I allowed it, but the bad things came from the devil."
Job 42:7, "And it was so, that after the Lord had spoken these words unto Job (and Job repented), the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against you, and against your two friends: for you have not spoken of Me the thing that is right, as My servant Job has."
God said, "You have not repented of having just a concept, a small aspect, a small percentage of Who I am. Job repented, but you didn't, so take seven bullocks and seven rams, go to My servant Job, and he shall pray for you. From him will I accept because he repented."
God always accepts the man who repents. "I will accept lest I deal with you after your folly in that you have not spoken of Me the thing which is right, like My servant Job." So they had to bring animals and have the shedding of blood for their sins, and Job was supposed to pray for them.
A number of years ago, we went through a trial in our household, and a friend approached Wally and said, "I discern that you are going through a spiritual trial." He talked to Wally and prayed with him and then came to me. He said, "I've been praying with your husband and I discerned that Wally is going through a trial."
I said, "Yes, he is." Our friend continued, "And I have discerned the problem." I said, "What is it?" He said, "You." "Me!" "Yes, it's you." "What do you think I'm doing wrong?" He told me, "You're just too active in the ministry." (This happened long before I was as active as I am now.) He said, "Wally can't have a ministry because yours is so important. You're in the way."
When he said that, it hurt me so much that I couldn't tell anyone about it. I didn't go to anyone. I just hurt inside. Have you ever had anything hurt so much that you couldn't talk about it? That's how much it hurt.
All of our married life, and before, Wally always encouraged me in every respect, but I thought, "Is this what he really feels? Has he just been putting on a front? Has he not been honest with me? Is he really down on me? Has this really bothered him?" And I became hard and brittle inside. I'll be honest—I became like iron. I just wanted to crack apart and throw it all in.
Then one day I told a friend about it. My friend said, "You're carrying all this around. Why don't you ask Wally?" So I did, and he laughed at me. He said, "How could you think that when I've always encouraged you? How could you even let that enter your mind? You know the problem in that man's life. He has a beautiful ministry, but he has an aspect of women that is not the total concept of what God has. He doesn't really discern the fullness. He doesn't understand a call."
Then I remembered the things this man had told us before he was married. He had said that when he married he wouldn't want his wife to play the piano or organ, to sing, or to teach. She wouldn't do anything but cook and sew for him.
So I turned my anger on the friend! I thought, "That's a terrible thing! He could have broken up our marriage over this." Even his name made me angry. If he came through town and wanted to be with us, I always had an excuse so I wouldn't have to be with him. I'll be honest—I didn't like him. I got hard and brittle on the inside. Why? Because I didn't discern the Body. The Father said, "You're to forgive. You're to pray for people who despitefully use you. You're to bless them and do good to them." I certainly didn't discern that! I was too busy being angry.
But the Lord will help, because He doesn't want us to be cast iron and crack. He may see you sway, but He wants to take the Word to you and bring you back to your original position.
One day I received a letter from a university that has a woman in a high position. This friend had a position there, too. The letter invited me to speak there. I thought, "When I see him, I'm going to ask him how he likes to work for a woman." Terrible! Why did I feel like that? Because I had not discerned that the Body of Christ is to be forgiving, not cracked. I was still hard and brittle inside.
God called me to pray before I went there. Do you know whom I saw when I first arrived? Our friend! Do you know what I thought when I saw him? I thought, "I just love you." It wasn't my love. It was the love of Jesus flowing through me.
I had lunch with him and his wife, and afterward she visited with me. She said that they were going through a terrible trial and asked me to pray for them. God worked with me to pray for them and dropped faith in my heart for them. To this day, when I hear their names, I just love them. Do you know what happened when I prayed for them? I believe God accepted me and restored me from the captivity in my spirit that could have cracked me. He didn't want me to be cast iron. He wanted me to be high-tension steel. Sure, the winds had come, but He wanted the Word to bring me back into place.
Job prayed for his friends. With friends like that, a person would rather kick them than pray for them, but that would not be discerning the will in the Body of the Lord. Job repented and prayed for his friends. Job 42:10 says, "And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends." He turned the whole situation around at that moment. Job's repentance and praying for his friends was totally a Bible concept. God also restored to Job twice as much as he had before. Twice as much! There is twice as much in restoration.
Job 42:11-13 shows Job's restoration: "Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him over all the evil that the Lord had brought upon him." Who brought the evil? Satan! See how easily we get out of balance? God is trying to let us see the whole picture of Who He is.
"Every man also gave him a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold. So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had 4,000 sheep, and 6,000 camels, and 1,000 yoke of oxen, and 1,000 she asses. He had also seven sons and three daughters (which indicates that his wife changed, because the Bible never says that she died)."
Evidently there was a working of the Word in bringing this woman out of the cast iron, brittle, bitter position into high-tension steel. She bent but God brought her back.
Job 42:14-15, "And he called the name of the first, Jemima; and the name of the second, Kezia; and the name of the third, Kerenhappuch. And in all the land were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job: and their father gave them inheritance among their brethren."
I think Job's daughters were so sweet and nice because their mother was sweet and nice. I believe that when Job allowed the Word to work in him, it worked in his household, too (his wife).
"Job lived 140 years, and saw his sons, and his sons' sons, even four generations." How old was Job when this happened? Seventy. God doubled the 70. He doubled the children, because when they all went to heaven, there were 20 children there! When we go through a trial and it hurts, and it's hard, if we follow the Word in, it will not only bring us back into position, it will also bring us into prosperity.
James talked about Job: "Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord" (James 5:11). Trials do come to an end! Hallelujah! What is the "end of the Lord"? To bless you and give you good health. Wasn't that the end of Job? He had good health and double prosperity. He had a good family and long life.
What is the Body of Jesus? What is the will of the Father? To give His children every good thing. God's ultimate is for man to be blessed. The New Testament says that He wants us to have abundant life and be blessed in all things. James says "the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy."
Where did Job and his friends miss it? They didn't realize that God wanted them in health and wealth, with a good family and a long life. Isn't that what the Word says? Job and his friends didn't understand it, and neither did his wife.
If you need forgiveness of sins, above all, repent before you take communion, because in the Body of Jesus is cleansing. Partake of it as cleansed and one with Him, as is His will.
What is the Body? What is the total will of the Father?
"For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament of my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come. Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep" (I Corinthians 11:23-30).
If you don't discern the Body of the Lord, you can die early, you can be sick, and you can drink damnation to yourself. This is because you don't realize that in the Body of Jesus is His shed blood for your sins. That's why Job had to repent first. There had to be forgiveness of sins.
Also in the Body of Jesus are the stripes on His back. The Word says that many are weak and sickly among you. Why? Because they do not discern that Jesus took stripes for their healing. Many are having all kinds of problems because they haven't discerned that Jesus became poor that they might be rich. They haven't discerned that Jesus carried their griefs and sorrows that they might have His joy and peace. They haven't discerned all the abundant things the Father has for them.
When you take communion, discern from the Body what you need. Say, "Jesus, I need healing. As I take communion, I discern that in Your Body, that's part of Your will." It wasn't God's will for Job to be sick; it was the devil's will.
"Jesus, I have a financial need. I discern that You became poor that I might be rich. I take that as I partake of this communion. I discern that it is a part of You for me, because I'm part of Your Body, and that's part of Your promise to me."
If you're worried and fretting, you don't have to be like that. You can cast all your care on Him, for He cares for you. That's discerning what He is to you.
Do trials come to an end? Yes, and the Word says to be patient in them and not to crack. Let the Word take you from that bent position and restore you to your original position. God's Word works!
Receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of Your Life
The Bible says. “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved, For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness: and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation" (Romans 10:9-10).
To receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of your life, sincerely pray this prayer from your heart:
Dear Jesus,
I believe that You died for me and that You rose again on the third day. I confess to You that I am a sinner and that 1 need Your love and forgiveness. Come into my life, forgive my sins, and give me eternal life. 1 confess You now as my Lord. Thank You for my salvation!
Signed_
Date_
Covering the Earth with His Word!
Ministering to both physical as well as spiritual needs is at the heart of Marilyn Hickey Ministries and Marilyn’s call to “cover the earth with the Word” in the uttermost parts of the world in places such as ...
BEAT
TENSION
Learn with Job how to bend with tension and come back to the position God has for you. Go through the Book of Job with Marilyn in an exciting story of restoration! Job was restored because he learned about the total aspect of God and what He is to us. This is correctly discerning the Body of Christ. You, too, can learn all that Jesus is for you and thus beat the tension in your life! God has a beautiful end for your trials, your tensions, your stress.
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