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1. Twas The Night Before Jesus Came
 
    
 
   Twas the night before Jesus came
And all through the house
Not a creature was praying,
not one in the house.
 
   Their Bibles were lain on the shelf without care
In hopes that Jesus would not come there.
The children were dressing to crawl into bed,
Not once ever kneeling or bowing a head.
 
   And Mom in her rocker with baby on her lap
Was watching the Late Show while I took a nap. 
When out of the East there arose such a clatter,
I sprang to my feet to see what was the matter.
 
   Away to the window I flew like a flash
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash!
When what to my wondering eyes should appear
But angels proclaiming that Jesus was here.
 
   With a light like the sun sending forth a bright ray
I knew in a moment this must be The Day!
The light of His face made me cover my head
It was Jesus! returning just like He had said.
 
   And though I possessed worldly wisdom and wealth
I cried when I saw Him in spite of myself.
In the Book of Life which He held in His hand
Was written the name of every saved woman and man.
 
   He spoke not a word as He searched for my name;
When He said “It’s not here” my head hung in shame.
The people whose names had been written with love
He gathered to take to His Father above.
 
   With those who were ready He rose without a sound
While all the rest were left standing around.
I fell to my knees, but it was too late;
I had waited too long and this sealed my fate.
 
   I stood and I cried as they rose out of sight;
Oh, if only I had been ready tonight.
In the words of this poem the meaning is clear;
The coming of Jesus is drawing near.
 
   There’s only one life and when comes the last call
We’ll find that the Bible was true after all!   Author Unknown
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 



2. Introduction
 
    
 
    When a person (from their heart) cries out to God for mercy and forgiveness of sins, a miracle takes place. God hears their cry, He answers and that person is spiritually born-again. The person has now become a child of God. God Almighty is now their Father. 
 
    There are many amazing things about being a child of God that may be difficult to immediately comprehend, even as a physical baby does not understand all there is about its new physical birth.
 
    When babies are born into the world, there is positive proof that they are alive. They breathe, cry, giggle, eat, and poop - all the things associated with human physical life. As time passes, they grow and become more and more aware of their existence and respond accordingly.  
 
    The same is true when a person becomes a new believer. The new believer’s spiritual life manifests itself in ways that are one-of-a-kind and different from their old way of living and thinking. 
 
    God wants each of us to be confident concerning our salvation. We do not have to go through life without this assurance. God says,
 
   “Give diligence to make your calling and election sure.”  
2 Peter 1:10
 
    Many don't have this assurance and are filled with doubts about their experience. If a person is not sure of their own salvation, how can that person help anyone else into the Kingdom of God? 
 
    If a person is drowning and can't reach the shore, how can that person help others?  The person must get on a solid rock first, then that person can lend a helping hand to others.
 
    There are many professing Christians who have gone through the external forms that are considered necessary by some to constitute being a church member. Unfortunately, many of them are given the assurance of salvation who should not have been assured of that fact.
 
    Acceptance as a member of a church is not proof that one is a  born-again, new creature in Christ Jesus. This acceptance to church membership without sufficient Bible evidence leads to many false professions causing many to be deceived.
 
    An individual who cannot prove their salvation by the Word of God has no real evidence of the forgiveness of sin.
 
    Through this book, may you find all you need to prove and show evidence to yourself and to others that you truly are a child of God.
 
   God bless you!
 
   Pastor Leroy Freeman
More Than Conquerors Life Center
http://mtcm.com
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 



3. Preface
 
    
 
    The restoration of the relationship between God and fallen mankind is the dominant message of the Bible. The entire story from Genesis to Revelation shows us a God who loved fallen mankind so much that He gave us a Savior, His Son Jesus.
 
   “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  
John 3:16
 
    God provides salvation for all who believe and accept His free offer of forgiveness.
 
   “The Lord ...is longsuffering to us-ward, not 
willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance.”
2 Peter 3:9
 
   “For whosoever shall call upon 
the Name of the Lord shall be saved.”  
Romans 10:13
 
    One of the first announcements made in the Gospel is:
 
   “To give knowledge of salvation unto 
His people by the remission of their sins...”
Luke 1:77
 
    We each have the privilege of knowing God for ourselves. We can also have positive knowledge of our acceptance with Him. We can know that we are saved or born-again and have eternal life.
 
   “We know that we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren.” 
I John 3:14
 
 
   “...unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life...”  
I John 5:13
 
    
 
    God wants us to be sure of the salvation of our souls. There is so much at stake. Eternity is too long, Heaven is too precious, and Hell is too fearful to face death and the Final Judgment in a state of uncertainty. 
 
   ·           You can have confidence in your religious experience.
 
   ·           You can know that your sins are all forgiven, and that your name  is recorded in Heaven in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
 
   ·            You can know you are ready for death and have a  place prepared for you in Heaven.
 
    
 
   Jesus said to believers:
 
   “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto Myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also.”
John 14:3
 
     To have the knowledge of God’s acceptance is more valuable than owning all the temporal treasures of this world. 
 
    How tragic it will be for those who go through life thinking they are saved and going to Heaven, to die and find out they were mistaken. The Bible teaches that this will be the case for many people.  Jesus said,
 
   “Not every one who saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven...”  
Matthew 7:21
 
    Just because a person claims to be saved does not mean that the person is really saved. There are false professions made by many people who are deceived into thinking they are saved (born-again) who are actually lost and not on their way to Heaven.    
 
    There are both internal and external evidences which produce knowledge of salvation. Each of these evidences assure our hearts, because they are based on promises from God’s Holy, Infallible, and Eternal Word of Truth.
 
    Read this book carefully to see if these 11 Scriptural Evidences of Eternal Salvation are in your life.  
 
    
 
      Evangelist Leroy Freeman
 
    
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 



4. The 11 Evidences 
 
    
 
   1.                         Spiritual Change
 
   2.                       Internal Witness Of The Holy Spirit
 
   3.                       Agape Love
 
   4.                       The Joy Of The Lord
 
   5.                       Endurance
 
   6.                       Hatred Of Sin
 
   7.                       The Peace Of God
 
   8.                       Understands Spiritual Things
 
   9.                       Mindful of Spiritual Things
 
   10.                   Chastisement
 
   11.                    Spiritual Gift(s)
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 



5. The Evidence Of Salvation
 
    
 
     “And we beseech you, brethren, to KNOW THEM 
which labor among you, and are over you in 
the Lord, and admonish you.”    
I Thessalonians 5:12
 
    In Thessalonians, God says that when it comes to salvation, we are to know them that labor among us. God knew that in this world there would be a lot of religious activity and many who would claim to be born-again - were not truly saved. Now even though God said this, we must be careful when we begin to judge who is and who is not saved.   
 
    It can be rather confusing concerning salvation, because there are many variables that determine who’s saved and who is not. The  purpose of this book is to give a few of the evidences of eternal salvation to help with some of the confusion. 
 
     Because of the many different evidences, God does not want us to be judgmental concerning the salvation of others, therefore He says,
 
   ”...Say not in thine heart, who shall ascend into heaven? 
(that is to bring Christ down from above:) Or, who shall descend into the deep? 
(that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.)
Romans 10:6,7
 
    In times past, the devil has tried and failed numerous times to silence the infant early Church from without by using threats (Acts 4:21); beatings (Acts 5:40); and persecutions (Acts 9:1,2). 
 
    However today, the devil’s chief tactic is to destroy the church and the credibility of the church from within, by using people who profess to be saved. To accomplish this, he constantly sows tares (false believers) among the wheat (true believers). Listen to the following parable told by Jesus.
 
     “Another parable put He forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit , then appeared the tares also.  
 
     So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, 
Sir didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? From whence then hath it tares? 
He said unto them, an enemy hath done this.

  The servants said unto him, wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest while you gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 
 
     Let both grow together unto the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reaper, Gather ye together first the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them: 
but gather the wheat into my barn.” 
Matthew 13:24-30 
 
    This parable told by Jesus warns us that the devil has his own harvest of (tares) look-alikes and seem-alikes that he plants in pulpits, choir stands, pews, and congregations all over the world.
 
   “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.”  
 2 Corinthians 11:13
 
     Many times, the similarity of believers and non-believers is so close that it takes God Himself to distinguish the difference. God says, He will do the separating.
 
     It was this type of situation that caused the Apostle Paul to break down in tears as he was about to leave the church of Philippi for the last time.  Paul said,
 
   “For many walk of whom I have told you often, 
and now tell you even weeping, that they are 
the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, 
whose God is their belly, and whose 
glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things”    
Philippians 3:18,19 
 
     
 
    God does not want us to deceive ourselves concerning salvation, or to be deceived by others pretending to be saved. 
 
    We can know the difference between the saved and the unsaved by EVIDENCE! Evidence is data on which judgment or conclusion may be based; something that furnishes proof. 
 
    There are certain things that are mentioned in Scripture that should be in the life of every child of God. These are not things that one should have to work-up or pump-up, but they are automatics that come from having the Spirit of God within, once one is born-again. 
 
    God has given these evidences of salvation so that  people may know assuredly whether or not they are one of His children.  
 
    When a person submits in obedience to the conditions of the Gospel, by the grace of God, the person is  forgiven. God says in the Book of Romans,
 
    “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
 
   For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  
Romans 10:9,10
 
    Therefore, how can individuals be sure that they have genuinely believed in Jesus Christ? 
 
    Individuals must be able to give evidence of their salvation. What many try to present as evidence of salvation is their emotional feelings.  
 
    One's hope of salvation cannot rest on the foundation of feelings, because feelings can be misleading and deceptive.  Feelings are not the evidence of forgiveness of sin. 
 
    A person may honestly and sincerely feel saved, but that does not prove that the person is saved. This is why God told us to,
 
   “EXAMINE YOURSELVES, 
whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.” 
2 Corinthians 13:5
 
    Our evidence of salvation must be based upon the promises of God’s everlasting Word. God’s Word is totally reliable. The promises of God’s Word is our authority, not our feelings.   
 
    Faith in God and His Word is greater than our feelings. Feelings change, but God’s Word always remain the same. As Christians, we are to live by faith in the trustworthiness of God and His holy, inspired Word. Peter tells us:
 
     “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always 
to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of 
the hope that is in you with meekness and fear ...”  
I Peter 3:15
 
    Ask yourself, if I was in a court of law trying to prove my salvation, what evidence could I present to prove my case? Your evidence should not be some miraculous sign or emotional feeling, but proof based upon the eternal, unchangeable promises of God and His Word.
 
    The following Scriptures can be used as proof of your salvation, based on God’s promises.  
 
   “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.”  
Acts 16:31
 
    “For whosoever shall call upon 
the Name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
Romans 10:13
 
    
 
    As stated above, concerning a Christian’s personal evidence of salvation, the response should be: 
 
     “I have confessed with my mouth that Jesus is Lord and have believed in my heart that God hath raised Him the dead. I have called upon the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, on the authority of God’s Word, by faith I am saved for all eternity!”
 
    
 
     Resting on what God has said is my personal Evidence of Eternal Salvation.
 
    
 
    
 
   ♦
 
    
 
       
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 



6. Spiritual Change
 
    
 
   “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a NEW CREATURE: 
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
 2 Corinthians 5:17
 
    When a person is born-again and becomes a child of God, life takes on a new meaning. There is a change, both within and without. The individual is not the same. 
 
     At first, this change may not be visible to everyone, but as the new believer begins to exhibit the evidences that are listed in this book, the change should become visible to all.  
 
    There are many who call themselves Christians who have seen no change in their lives whatsoever. The Scripture lets us know that  when an individual is saved or born-again, God gives the individual a new nature which makes the individual different. The Scripture says, 
 
   “...that by these ye might be partakers
of the divine nature...”
2 Peter 1:4
 
    The divine nature is the nature (likeness and characteristics) of God. This new divine nature within us desires to please God. It is the total opposite of our sinful nature that we were born with. 
 
     Paul describes the sinful nature which we were all born with as follows:
 
   “And you hath He quickened that were dead in trespasses and sins; 
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience: 
 
   Among whom also we all had our conversation in 
times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were 
by nature the children of wrath, even as others.”  
Ephesians 2:1-3
 
    These verses reveal the sinful walk of those who are not saved. Because we had a sinful nature, we lived sinful lives. We were more concerned about pleasing ourselves than pleasing Almighty God.  
 
    When a person is born-again, that person receives a new nature. The pig nature that loved the slop of this world has now been replaced with a sheep nature that loves the paths of righteousness. The new nature causes one to begin to hate the lifestyle that one used to love. “Old things are passed away.” 
 
    At salvation, we are born-again and are given a new divine nature which brings to life a new nature with a new set of desires. It is unnatural for a Christian to continue to live and love the old sinful way of life. Because of the divine nature, sins that once reigned and dominated our lives are now able to be brought under subjection.   
 
    We must always remember that the old nature does not die, but it is still very much alive within us. The old nature will fight against the new nature in an attempt to continue to control our lives.
 
   “For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh: and these are contrary one to the other: 
so that you cannot do the things that ye would.”  
Galatians  5:17
 
    The new divine nature produces a spiritual change, which causes new believer’s to love the things of God that were once hated and burdensome to them. 
 
    The spiritual change which causes new believers to change their ways is called repentance. Two kinds of repentance are possible in the human experience.
 
    “One is ‘the sorrow of the world,’ a feeling induced by the fear of getting caught. Many people recognize the unpleasant consequences of their sin and are persuaded that they are guilty. The flesh can feel remorse, acknowledge its evil deeds, and be ashamed of itself. 
 
    Unfortunately, this sort of disgust with past actions can be quickly shrugged off, causing that individual to go back to his old wicked ways. This results in a superficial sorrow that may lead to a temporary reformation but not to a genuine turning to Christ for forgiveness.
 
    Secondly, Godly Sorrow - is accompanied by conviction of sin, the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
   “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, 
and said unto Peter and to the rest of the Apostles, Men, 
and brethren, what shall we do?”  
Acts 2:37
 
    This stems from the realization of offending a holy God. It leads to genuine repentance.”1 
 
    At one time I hated the commandments of God. Bible reading, striving to do the right things, and praying was such a chore. I didn’t like attending church.  
 
    After my salvation, I found that I now loved the things of God and all that He required. I couldn’t get enough of God’s precious Word and gladly wanted to obey it without skipping over any of it. The Scripture says, 
 
   “...and His commandments are not grievous.” 
I John 5:3
 
    I didn’t find the things of God to be a burden any more. Miraculously, I had become a new creation in Christ Jesus.
 
    Jesus changes lives. When He comes into one’s life, the individual is spiritually changed within and without, and is not the same.
 
   ·           Have you been changed? 
 
   ·           Do you love the things of God? 
 
    
 
     Do you have Evidence of Spiritual Change in your life? 
 
    
 
    
 
   ♦
 
   


 
   
  
 



7. Internal Witness of The Holy Spirit
 
    
 
   “... their conscience also bearing witness, 
and their thoughts the mean while accusing 
or else excusing one another.”
Romans 2:15
 
    Every since the fall of mankind in the Garden of Eden, God has given us a conscience to give guidance to every person. 
 
    Our conscience gives us an elementary understanding of right and wrong. It is a built-in alarm system that commends or condemns the moral choices that we make.  
 
    According to Scripture, mankind is made up of three parts. 
 
   “... and I pray God your whole spirit and 
soul and body be preserved blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
I Thessalonians 5:23
 
    Our human spirit is the part of us that communicates with God.
 
    Children of God find that in addition to their conscience, they now have the Spirit of God indwelling them.
 
   “The  Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit, that we are the children of God.” 
Romans 8:16    
 
    This verse teaches that there is a personal and direct experience of the Holy Spirit (a valid testimony within) to the fact that a person is truly a child of God. This internal evidence is for personal use only. 
 
    Sure, there are fake, demonic, and even counterfeit experiences of this internal witness, but this does not make them all fake or demonic.  
 
    This internal witness is not given to you (at salvation) for the sake of others. It’s  between you and God. The internal witness (the Holy Spirit) is God’s assurance to you that you are His child. 
 
    This inward religious experience should have outward effects on the believer that will lead that person to righteous Christian living. 
 
    Before I met JESUS and invited Him into my life, I was filled with all types of fear concerning God.  I didn’t have the internal witness of the Holy Spirit that I was His child. 
 
    Once I received Jesus as Savior, the internal witness of the Holy Spirit came to life within me. Nobody had to tell me that I was saved. My fears were immediately replaced with faith toward God.  
 
    Every since that blessed day of the Holy Spirit coming into my life, on the inside is a “knowing” or internal witness that is now built within me that:
 
   ·           God loves me.
 
   ·           God has accepted me.
 
   ·           God is with me - never to leave me nor forsake me.
 
    This internal witness has been turned on in my life and causes me to constantly look-up and reach-out to my loving Heavenly Father.    
 
    It takes more than our witness or testimony to prove that we are saved. It also takes the witness of the Spirit of God as revealed in the Scriptures. When our witness or testimony of salvation agrees with the Spirit's witness, then we can know assuredly that we are children of God. 
 
    The evidence of our salvation is not based on feelings but upon fact. Our feelings may change and circumstances concerning our lives may change, but the witness of the Holy Spirit will remain constant. 
 
    How wonderful to have on the inside an assurance that constantly looks upward and cries, “Abba, Father” or “Daddy, Papa! I love You! Thank You, for saving me!” 
 
    Also, because of the internal witness of the Holy Spirit, my conscience has been sharpened. Things that were questionable and normally okay in the past, now have become unacceptable and sickening. Within me is a heightened desire to want to please God in all I say and do. It’s not because I have to, but because I want to.  
 
    Through the internal witness of the Holy Spirit, you will know within yourself that you are a Christian. When you are truly saved, the Holy Spirit will witness that the work is done. The Spirit will witness that your sins have been forgiven.  
 
    It is a privilege to have this witness. Without the internal witness of the Holy Spirit, you will be in doubt concerning your salvation and there will be no rest in your soul. If you don’t have it, God wants to give you this internal witness of His Holy Spirit.
 
     Concerning the internal witness, the Scripture says,
 
   “...how much more shall your Heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him ...”  
Luke 11:13  
 
   “And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you.”
Luke 11:9
 
    How sure are you today that you are saved? If you’re not sure, never stop seeking until you receive this blessed internal witness. He’s available today!
 
      Do you have Evidence of the Internal Witness of the Holy Spirit within you?   
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   ♦
 
   


 
   
  
 



8. Agape Love
 
    
 
   “By this shall all men know that ye are MY disciples, 
IF ye have love one to another.” 
John 13:35 
 
    Agape love is the highest form of love. Agape love is unconditional, self-less love. This type of love was shown by God toward us and was demonstrated by Jesus in His daily walk and life. Agape love was openly shown in full display as Jesus went to the cross and died for us.  
 
   “But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
Romans 5:8
 
    In an unsaved state, agape love is not natural for us. It is beyond our reach. To have and to show agape love, we must have help. At salvation, God helps us by transferring agape love to all of His  children. 
 
   “...the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghost which is given to us.” 
Romans 5:5 
 
    Agape love is a daily identifying mark on and within the child of God. This divine love in the soul is an internal evidence of salvation and is shown through outward acts of kindness and servanthood.
 
    Since Jesus displayed this type of agape love while walking the earth, the following Scripture states that Christians are to follow Jesus’ example. 
 
   “For even hereunto were ye called: because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 
that ye should follow His steps.”
I Peter 2:21-23 
 
    Before we were saved, Satan sat on the throne of our hearts reigning and ruling. Many of his evil works were carried out daily in our words, thoughts, actions, and deeds.
 
    At the moment of salvation, when we are born-again, Satan is cast from the throne of our hearts and the Lord Jesus Christ is enthroned on our hearts within. The sweet agape love of God fills our souls. 
 
    Individuals who have Agape love, seek to walk as their Savior walked - in love, forgiveness, compassion, and mercy. 
 
    Agape love causes us to manifest love to our worst enemies, even when hatred is hurled against us. Agape love gives us the ability to love the unlovable because God’s amazing love abides within.
 
    Agape love doesn’t require us (Christians) to like the behavior of all people, but we are to exhibit love for all people. Jesus said, 
 
   “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you, 
and persecute you; That ye may be the children 
of your Father which is in Heaven ...”
Matthew 5:43-48
 
    Scripture is very clear about Agape love toward other believers and gives us strong warnings. This is called brotherly love.
 
   “But as touching brotherly love ye need not that 
I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught 
of God to love one another.”  
I Thessalonians 4:9
 
   “If a man say I love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen?”  
I John 4:20
 
   “He that loveth not, 
knoweth not God; for God is love.”
I John 4:8
 
    There should be an automatic love for others who are children of God. They may be complete strangers from totally different walks of life, yet there should be a spiritual connection between them. 
 
    In some cases there may have been serious animosity between two people, but when both are saved, there should be a marvelous bond of mutual love. This is the result of a miracle performed in the heart of a true believer. This experience is evidence of the new spiritual birth and the manifestation of agape love within the child of God. 
 
    Agape love within us causes us to love sinners and desire to see them saved. The greatest good you could ever want for someone is to want them to have eternal life. To not care if someone goes to Hell or not is the worst kind of hatred. God loves everyone and His command to us is:
 
   “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature.”  
Mark 16:15
 
    We must strive to share the Gospel with everyone if we truly love them. God loves people and if we are His and have His agape love within, we will be just like Him.  
 
    Every person who is washed in the blood of Jesus loves God and is commanded by God to love others as well. This display of the agape love of God shed abroad in the heart of the believer is a very powerful witness.
 
    The daily lifestyle of (publicly showing) Agape Love is evidence that one truly is a child of God.
 
    
 
    Do you have Evidence of Agape love within and on display before others?   
 
      
 
    
 
    
 
   ♦
 
   


 
   
  
 



9. The Joy of The Lord
 
    
 
   “These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.” 
John 15:11
 
   “...but I will see you again, and your heart shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.”
John 16:22   
 
    Jesus promised that there would be joy for the believer. It would be joy that the world can’t give us and joy that the world can’t take from us. 
 
    There is a difference between joy and happiness. Happiness is something that can be produced by what takes place around us, and comes as a result of good things happening to us. 
 
    The joy that Jesus is talking about which comes at salvation is much, much greater than happiness. Jesus is not talking about some “bubbly emotion” that temporarily comes and goes based on our circumstances. No! No! No! 
 
    The joy that Jesus is talking about is the God-given joy which is based on the fact that one has received forgiveness of sin. They have the hope of eternal life in Jesus, and know that nothing can separate them from His love. This personal knowledge produces real lasting joy!   
 
    In the Book of Acts, we find the evidence of joy often accompanying the salvation of souls.
 
   “Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, 
and preached Christ unto them. 
And there was great JOY in that city.”  
Acts 8:5,8
 
   “And they, continuing daily with one accord 
in the temple, and breaking bread from house 
to house, did eat their meat with GLADNESS 
and singleness of heart. Praising God, and having 
favour with all the people.”  
Acts 2:46,47
 
   “And brought them out, and said, Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved? 
And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.
 
   And when he had brought them into his house, 
he set meat before them, and REJOICED, 
believing in God with all his house.”
Acts 16:30-31,34
 
    The Joy of the Lord is awesome in the life of the believer. This joy helps us bear up under life’s stresses.
 
    In contrast, many people imagine that a Christian is a dry, sad, serious person wearing a long face; but in agreement with the Scriptures stated above, I don’t find that in the Word of God.
 
    Interestingly, when it comes to religion many people also say, “You must praise and worship God very quietly.” They say, “It doesn’t take all of that emotion.” Yet, these same people become enthused over sports, business, politics and many other worldly things, which (keep in mind) can only produce temporary happiness not lasting joy.  
 
    At one’s salvation, joy first breaks out around God’s throne. 
 
   “I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be 
in Heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 
more than over ninety and nine just persons, 
which need no repentance.”
Luke 15:7
 
    The moment a person accepts Jesus as Savior, a measure of the joy that’s manifested in Heaven is manifested on the earth to the individual who then is considered to be saved or born-again. This inward joy springs up in the person’s soul and it appears to them as if Heaven has dropped down to earth.
 
     There is (a million times) more real joy and happiness in the service of God than this world can give. 
 
   King David said, 
 
   "And my soul shall be joyful in the Lord: it shall rejoice in His salvation.”
Psalm 35:9
 
   The Prophet Jeremiah said, 
 
   “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; 
and Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart...” 
Jeremiah 15:16
 
   The Governor Nehemiah said, 
 
   “...for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
Nehemiah 8:10
 
    The joy of the Lord will sustain true believers in the midst of life’s stresses even when all is not going well. His joy within will cause children of God to sing God’s praise and glorify Him even when raging storms are attacking their lives. 
 
    The Apostle Paul was allowed to be afflicted by the messenger of Satan in an attempt to discourage him in his walk with God.       Paul sought the Lord three times to have it removed. 
 
    But when God spoke His will to Paul concerning his situation, Paul was able to rejoice. The joy of the Lord took control of that situation from that day forward.  
 
    Paul said, 
 
   “Most gladly therefore will I rather glory 
in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, 
in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, 
in distresses for Christ’s sake: 
for when I am weak, then am I strong.”
2 Corinthians 12:9,10
 
    When Paul was facing death, in spite of his challenging situation, he wrote to the church of Philippi, continuing to encourage others to rejoice. What a powerful assurance of hope concerning the life to come. 
 
    “Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.” 
Philippians 4:4
 
    
 
     Peter comments on the joy of the Lord:
 
   “...ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.”
I Peter 1:8
 
   James says,
 
    “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations.” 
James 1:2
 
    I’ve seen and heard of saints going through personal tragedies, afflictions, hardships, great trials, and yet have praised God every step of the way. Even though these things were not joyous, something within them caused them to praise God anyway.
 
    I too have witnessed time and time again the continuous joy of the Lord in my life even when I was in the midst of struggle.
 
    We must remember that the joy of the Lord can be lost because of sin. When David sinned, he did not lose his salvation, but he lost the joy of the Lord. His joy could only be restored by true repentance. 
 
   David prayed,
 
   “Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge
my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation.”  
Psalm 51:2-3,12
 
    We believers should be the happiest people on earth, because salvation always brings with it joy.  This joy or inner gladness, far beyond what the world can give us is produced by the Holy Spirit. The joy of the Lord is a gift from God. It is a product of Heaven that cannot be bought, manufactured, inherited, or stolen.
 
                 "For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; 
but Righteousness, and Peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost."  
Romans 14:17 
 
                 "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace ..." 
Galatians 5:22 
              
 
    Is there joy unspeakable and spiritual gladness in your life because of God’s great love and salvation? The Joy of the Lord is powerful evidence of eternal life.
 
        
 
    Do you have Evidence of the Joy of the Lord  on the inside bubbling over in your soul? 
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
       
 
   ♦
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 



10. Endurance
 
    
 
   “...If ye continue in MY Word, then are ye MY disciples indeed.”  
 John 8:31b
 
    In Christianity there will always be the professors (false ones) and the possessors (real ones). The professors (false ones) will not be able to endure to the end. 
 
     Jesus described those who would make a false profession of faith by saying,
 
    
 
    “And these are they by the way side, where
the Word is sown; but when they have heard, 
Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the 
Word that was sown in their hearts. 
 
   And these are they likewise which are sown 
on stony ground; who, when they have heard 
the word, immediately receive it with gladness;
and have no root in themselves, and so endure 
but for a time: afterward, when affliction  
or persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, 
immediately they are offended.” 
Mark 4:15-17
 
     John described false professors by saying,
 
   “They went out from us, but they were not of us; 
for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have CONTINUED with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.”  
I John 2:19
 
    Endurance is an identifying mark to one who has been born-again. The possessors (real ones) will stand the tests of time, and will endure to the end. 
 
   “Who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ...” 
I Peter 1:5 
 
   “While I was with them in the world, I kept them in
 Thy Name: those that Thou gavest me I have kept, 
and none of them is lost but the son of perdition ...”
John 17:12
 
    
 
    
 
    A true believer will stand, not because of their own strength or faith, but because the Lord keeps them. They are in Christ today and will be in Christ tomorrow. God has the power to bring us from earth to glory without losing a one. Those whom God saves, He is able to keep.
 
    If a person is truly saved, there should be NOTHING that can separate them from the love of God. The true believer’s testimony should be as Paul who says, 
 
    “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life,
 nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 8:38-39 
 
    Sure, there are those believers who backslide, who turn from the holy way and decide to go back to a life of sin and sinning. But rest assured, if they are really one of God’s children, He will deal with them. God has ways and means to bring backsliders back, even if He has to use a whale (Jonah 1:17); a hog pen (Luke 15:15); a pit (Isaiah 38:17); or any other number of ways of correction. 
 
   “For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.”
Hebrews 12:6
 
    Many years ago, I got sick and tired of the world and the things of the world. There was no satisfaction in my life. When I met Jesus, I found true and lasting satisfaction.  
 
   “For he satisfieth the longing soul, 
and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.”
Psalm 107:9 
 
    Walking with the Lord and living for Him has not been dull, boring, dry, or monotonous. It’s been  an adventure and it has been both challenging and exciting. I have been able to endure because I live in the power of His might. 
 
    To live a victorious Christian life, it is very important that believers dress themselves every day with the Armor of God (Ephesians 6:14-18). Read more about how to walk in God’s Power with my eBook: “The Whole Armor of God - Are You Properly Dressed?”  The Apostle Paul says,
 
   “...be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might. 
Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil.”  
Ephesians 6:10,11
 
    
 
    When conflict arises, I’ve heard many people who profess to be saved state that they will lay down their religion and handle the situation themselves. I am glad that I don’t have a salvation that I can lay down and pick up any time I get ready. I am kept by the Holy Spirit and I can’t quit even if I wanted to. 
 
   "Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, 
and to present you faultless before the presence of 
His glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Savior, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen." 
Jude 1:24,25
 
    
 
    
 
    I’m saved to stay saved. I have Eternal Life right now and it means just what it says - it’s ETERNAL - and that speaks of ENDURANCE! 
 
    
 
   Do you have Evidence of Spiritual Endurance? 
 
    
 
    
 
   ♦
 
   


 
   
  
 



11. Hatred of Sin
 
    
 
   "Through thy precepts I get understanding: 
therefore I hate every false ways." 
Psalm 119:104
 
    God loves sinners, but He hates sin. It was the sins of this world that caused our precious Savior JESUS to be crucified. 
 
    Those who don’t have spiritual life within them, do not struggle against sin. The fact that a person is struggling and striving against sin is a very good sign of having new life in Christ. 
 
    At salvation, God puts a hatred and a disgust of sin within each of His children.
 
   “...Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, 
live any longer therein?” 
Romans 6:1,2
 
    At one time in my life, sin and sinning was no big deal. As long as I was not as bad as the next person, I felt that I was all right. My attitude was -           sin today, repent at night, and start all over again the next day. That attitude leads to death.
 
   “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man,, 
but the end thereof are the ways of death.” 
Proverbs 14:12 
 
     Since I invited Jesus into my heart, my no-care attitude and sinful lifestyle vanished forever. Now that I’m a partaker of God’s divine nature, sin and sinning troubles me and will not let me rest. The least weight of sin causes me to cry out for forgiveness, cleansing, and future deliverance. This behavior is in obedience to what God says in Hebrews, 
 
   “Let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us ...” 
Hebrews 12:1
 
    We all have our struggles and we all need to take into account that we are still sinful and we are going to struggle with our sin. 
 
    If one is at war with sin and is striving and struggling against it daily, it is a sign of new life within.  If there is no struggle against sin, it is a cause for concern.   
 
   “...God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 
If we say that we have fellowship with Him, 
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth.” 
I John 1:6-7 
 
    This doesn’t say that the believer will never sin, but it does say that the believer will walk in the light and not in darkness. 
 
    True believers know that they still sin at times, even though their walk is not dominated by it. They know this because the closer they get to Christ, the more they see their sin and how far they fall short of Christ and His perfection.  
 
    Although we will never be perfect while on this earth, the maturing believer does not stop, but will continue to strive for perfection.  
 
   “He that committeth sin is of the devil; for 
the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested, 
that He might destroy the works of the devil.
 
   Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; 
for His seed remaineth in him: and he cannot 
sin, because he is born of God.” 
I John 3:8,9 
 
    The word committeth, can also be translated as practice.    You show whether you are of God or the devil by what you practice with your life.    
 
    Do you practice righteousness? The opposite of practicing righteousness is practicing sin. You are either practicing one or the other. There is no in-between. The saying goes, “practice makes perfect.”  As you practice something, you get better at it. 
 
    “Running From Sin - The story is told of a young girl who accepted Christ as her Savior and applied for membership in a local church. ‘Were you a sinner before you received the Lord Jesus into your life?’ inquired the old deacon. ‘Yes, sir,’ she replied. ‘Well, are you still a sinner?’ To tell you the truth, I feel I’m a greater sinner than ever.’ 
 
    ‘Then what real change have you experienced?’ ‘I don’t quite know how to explain it,’ she said, ‘except I used to be a sinner running after sin, but now that I am saved - I’m a sinner running from sin!’ She was received into the fellowship of the church, and she proved by her consistent life that she was truly converted.”2  
 
    There are many people who claim to have a right relationship with God and yet practice sin. To practice sin is to deceive one’s self.
 
    Take a look at your life. Have you gotten better at living a life of holiness and righteousness since you claimed to have become a Christian? If you haven't then you aren't practicing righteousness. 
 
    The Holy Spirit convicts each believer of sin and leads them to become more like Christ everyday. To continue in sin or practice sin will grieve the Holy Spirit. We are told not to grieve the Holy Spirit. 
 
   “And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby 
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” 
Ephesians 4:30
 
    When the Holy Spirit is grieved, He will grieve us by troubling our conscience. When the conscience is troubled, there will be misery, anxiety, and depression (within) until we repent and cry out for forgiveness.  
 
    We should think the same about sin that God does. We should hate SIN. Because when you hate something you want nothing to do with it. 
 
    We should do everything we can to avoid evil and refuse to give the devil a foothold by playing with sin or entertaining it in our minds.
 
   “Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go 
not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, 
pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.”
Proverbs 4:14,15
 
    Every since the Friday night that I met Jesus and invited Him into my heart and life, I've found myself hating the things I used to love and loving the things I used to hate. This hatred of sin is the assurance that I really am SAVED.
 
     “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? 
By taking heed thereto according to Thy Word.  
 
    With all my heart have I sought Thee: O let me not 
wander from Thy commandments. Your Word have 
I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee.” 
Psalm 119:9-11 
 
    Does sin and sinning bother you? If it DOESN’T, it is a cause for concern. If it DOES, then that is a sign of new life within.
 
    
 
   Do you have Evidence of Hatred Of Sin?
 
    
 
   ♦
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 



12. The Peace of God
 
    
 
   “Therefore being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
 Romans 5:1
 
    After accepting Jesus Christ as Savior, at that moment, within my soul there was rest. I had peace with God.
 
    This is the peace that Adam had with God in the beginning, in the Garden of Eden. But after Adam sinned, we find him running and hiding in the bushes. Because of a guilty conscience, he no longer wanted to meet God in the cool of the day. The daily peace that he had with God was gone. 
 
    Because of Adam’s transgression, he was separated from God. Since then all of us have violated God’s holy Law. Because of this violation, we deserved the just wrath and anger of Almighty God. We should have been separated from God for all of time and eternity.
 
    There was enmity between us and God. Enmity is a deep-seated mutual hatred. God hated our sins, and we had no use for God.
 
   “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 
They are all gone out of the way, 
they are together become unprofitable; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”  
Romans 3:10-12
 
     God could have left us in this miserable condition, but He so loved the world that His grace and mercy acted on our behalf. He provided us a Savior.
 
   “And that He might reconcile both unto 
God in one body by the cross, having slain 
the enmity thereby.”  
Ephesians 2:16
 
    Christ stepped into the awful breach between God and man. By His divinity, He took God in one hand, and by His humanity, He took man in the other hand and made peace.  
 
   “For He is our peace...”
Ephesians 2:14
 
   “For through Him we both have 
access by one Spirit unto the Father.”
Ephesians 2:18
 
   “For there is one God, and one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”
I Timothy 2:5
 
 
    We are reconciled (restored) to the Father by the death of His Son. Jesus gives each of us an invitation to come unto Him and find rest for our weary souls.
 
    “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon 
you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”  
Matthew 11:28,29
 
   When people repent of their sins and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, they are justified or declared not guilty by God. Then, a divine peace or rest comes upon them. 
 
   “Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Romans 5:1  
 
    At salvation, there is the removal of the heavy load of sin. The guilty sinful conscience passes away and into the life of the believer comes peace with God. It is a peace which can be felt deep in the believer’s soul.  
 
    I remember when I came to Christ. I was broken-hearted, and weighed down with a sin sick soul and a great load too heavy to carry.  
 
    When I received salvation (invited Jesus into my heart), the load of condemnation and guilt rolled away. I felt clean, light, and free. Because of a relationship with Jesus Christ, I was able to quit running and hiding from God like Adam did when he sinned in the beginning in the Garden.
 
    Salvation caused me to sing, “At the cross, at the cross, where I first saw the light, and the burden of my heart rolled away; It was there by faith I received my sight, and now I am happy all the day.”
 
    The peace of God which passeth all understanding came into my life like a flood. I thank God for His indescribable peace.
 
    I do not say that this will be the same with everybody, but the work within the new believer’s heart will be so definite that you will know when it takes place. You will know when the burden (guilt) is gone. Gone will be:
 
     1. The guilt of sin. 
  2. The guilt of not being righteous. 
  3. The guilt of judgment (having to face God without a Savior). 
 
    Innocence before God will be restored as though you had never committed one sin.  Wow! What a great salvation. What peace God gives.
 
    
 
    Jesus says, 
 
   “Peace I leave with you, My peace 
I give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid.”
John 14:27
 
    The promise of peace for the child of God is just as available today as it was when the Lord Jesus Christ made it available over two thousand years ago. Inner peace and calmness of the soul is available for every child of God.
 
    Quote - “Safety consists not in the absence of danger, but in the presence of God. Peace that Jesus gives is not the absence of trouble, but is rather the confidence that He is there with you always...”3 
 
    
 
    Today, I have peace with God in my soul.
 
    
 
     Do you have Evidence of His Peace in your soul? 
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   ♦
 
   


 
   
  
 



13. Understands Spiritual Things
 
    
 
   “But the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned.”
I Corinthians 2:14
 
   There are many great spiritual truths in God’s Word. Yet, there are many professors of religion that can’t seem to grasp the simplest of Biblical truths. No matter how clear, simple, and plain you make it, they just can’t understand spiritual truths. 
 
    Many are religious, yet they cast the rich treasure of the things of God aside like trash. It’s just like casting pearls before swine (giving what is holy to unholy people), as the Scripture says below.  
 
   “...neither cast ye your pearls before swine,
lest they trample them under their feet, and 
turn again and rend you.”  
Matthew 7:6  
 
    When Jesus walked this earth, the majority of His problems came from those who were religious but did not have a right relationship with God. The religious leaders knew the Law and thought they had eternal life, but they were wrong. They had missed the true plan and purpose of God, as stated in the following Scripture. 
 
   “For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God,
 but not according to knowledge. For they being 
ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about
to establish their own righteousness, have not 
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.”
   Romans 10:2,3
 
    It’s sad, but this is the case with many sincere religious people.
 
   Jesus said, 
 
   “Search the Scriptures; for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life: and they are 
they which testify of Me. And ye will not 
come to Me that ye might have life.”
John 5:39,40
 
    When it comes down to matters of religion and church tradition, there are many religious masters. They are wise and careful about handling practical matters, but yet cannot explain God’s simple plan of salvation.
 
   “...Jesus answered and said, I thank Thee, 
O Father, Lord of Heaven and earth, because 
Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes.” 
Matthew 11:25
 
    At one time, there were many doctrines (teachings) that were totally outside the realm of my interest or reason. This consisted of the Biblical doctrines of - Grace - Repentance - Regeneration - Adoption - Sanctification - Last Things - Angels - Miracles - the Trinity - Death - Hell - the Grave - and the list goes on and on!  
 
    Salvation caused me to become interested in spiritual things.     It also  allowed me (in a measure) to be able to understand them. I get excited when I hear rightly divided biblical truths and revelations of Scripture being unfolded through personal reading or through other servants of God. 
 
    It’s God’s will that we become wise unto this great salvation. This wisdom can only come through His Word and by His Spirit. 
 
    As Christian parents, God also expects us to teach our children His Holy Scriptures, as stated by Timothy.
 
   “And that from a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
2 Timothy 3:15 
 
    Over and over, Paul admonishes about many things, 
 
   “...I would not have you to be ignorant...”  
Romans 1:13; I Corinthians 10:1; I Thessalonians 4:13  
 
    There is no reason for ignorance concerning God’s Word, because on the inside of all believers is the Author of the Bible - the Holy Spirit.
 
    “For the prophecy came not in old time by the 
will of man: but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
2 Peter 1:21 
 
    As we grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the Spirit of God reveals more and more to us about the Lord.  
 
    To some, the Bible may be considered a book of fables, to some it is dull or confusing, and yet to others it may be a little (or if ever) read Book. But, when one personally knows the Author, the Bible is truly fascinating.  
 
    Just as an obedient child grows in appreciation for his physical father's words of instruction, warning, and comfort, so a child of God grows in appreciation and understanding of God - his Father's words. 
 
   The more we read and apply the wisdom of God's words to our lives, the more precious it becomes. To the person who has received the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Savior, the Scriptures are a letter from the Father to His child.  
 
    God’s Word speaks to us, describes us, rebukes us, delights us, convicts us, and assures us. Within its pages we find solace for troubles, guidance for problems, and hope for the future.  
 
    It is the Holy Spirit that opens, teaches, and reveals all things unto us. 
 
   “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in My Name, He shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you.”
John 14:26  
 
    True Christians should be able to understand what the Spirit seeks to teach them through His Word. They don’t pick and choose which verses to obey and which ones not to obey. They know the Bible is God’s Word and they want to follow it wholeheartedly - without reservation.  
 
    As a result, spiritual milk and meat from God’s Holy Word can be eaten (understood), digested (enjoyed), and then communicated (shared) to others of like minds. 
 
    Being able to love, appreciate and understand spiritual things is one of the evidences that a person is indeed a child of God.
 
    
 
    Do you have Evidence of Spiritual Understanding?   
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   ♦
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 



14. Mindful of Spiritual Things
 
    
 
       “For they that are after the flesh do mind 
the things of the flesh; but they that are after 
the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.” 
Romans 8:5
 
    The believer is not only able to understand spiritual things, but is also mindful of spiritual things.
 
    There are many in the religious world who are mindful of only fleshly, worldly, and temporal things. They live and prepare for this life as though they are never going to leave it. 
 
    Salvation produces a mind-set that is concerned about the things of the Lord and His Kingdom. 
 
   Paul said, 
 
   “If ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 
 
   Set your affection on things above, 
not on things on the earth.
Colossians 3:1,2 
 
    This does not mean that we are to neglect proper earthly duties, but it means that Christ and the up-building of His kingdom should be first and foremost on our minds. We must not place the temporal before the eternal.
 
    The great cloud of witnesses who were the heroes of faith, who have gone home before us, were spiritually minded. 
 
   “These all died in faith, not having received 
the promises, but having seen them afar off, 
and were persuaded of them, and embraced 
them, and confessed that they were strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth.”  
Hebrews 11:13
 
    Those who are spiritually minded should constantly ask themselves the following questions: 
 
   ·           How can I bring more glory to God’s Name?
 
   ·           How can I be more like Jesus?
 
   ·           How can I win more souls to Christ?
 
   ·           How can I further God’s Kingdom?
 
   ·           Who am I trying to please (God or man)?
 
   ·           How can I lay up more treasure in Heaven?
 
   ·           How can I receive (a Full Reward) all “5” Crowns? 
 
    At salvation, the spiritual hunger and thirst of wanting to see Jesus more clearly and follow Him more closely came into my life, and it has never left me. 
 
    Being mindful of spiritual things is one of the evidences that a person is indeed a child of God. 
 
    
 
     Do you have Evidence of being Spiritually Minded?    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   ♦
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 



15. Chastisement
 
    
 
   “For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.”  
Hebrews 12:6
 
    Chastening/Chastisement - to correct by punishment or reproof, spiritual spanking, etc.  
 
    As a child of God, we have a Father that loves righteousness and holiness. This is His will for every one of His children. We are to grow in grace so that we can be more like Him.
 
    If one of God’s children leave the paths of righteousness, they will experience the chastening hand of the Lord. If you have not experienced this chastening, at some point in life, you will.  
 
    The writer of Hebrews says, we are ALL “partakers” of the Father’s chastisement. When we sin, we now have someone who loves us enough to correct us.
 
    Although no child likes to be chastened, it is an evidence of both love and parenthood.  As much as the disobedience of the child next door may aggravate us, we do not chasten that child because the child is not our child. The same holds true with children of God.
 
    If a person continues in sin and is not being chastised by the Lord, it is evident that this person is not saved (a child of God). If you are without chastisement, then you are without son-ship. 
 
    “But if ye be without chastisement, whereof ALL 
are partakers, then are ye bastards (illegitimate children), 
and not sons (children of God).”  
Hebrews 12:8
 
    It makes me wonder when I see religious people who can live any kind of way and never get a spiritual spanking. 
 
    The Book of Proverbs is filled with verses about the correction of our children when they step out of line.
 
   “Withhold not correction from the child...” 
Proverbs 23:13
 
   “Chasten thy son while there is hope, 
and let not thy soul spare for his crying.”  
Proverbs 19:18
 
   “Correct thy son and he shall give thee rest: 
yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul.”  
Proverbs 29:17
 
    God will never tell us to do something that He doesn’t do Himself. 
 
    Every child of God is subject to spiritual chastisement. If the chastening of God is not present in a person's life, it is clear evidence that the person is not a child of God. 
 
    God has created laws in the physical and moral realm. There are penalties when those laws are broken. God is not (at this time) handling the saved and the unsaved the same way. There is a day of judgment for the disobedient, unsaved whereby their sins will require payment. Woe to those who do not have a Savior at that day.
 
    In this earthly life, God gently disciplines His children who are disobedient to His will and His way. The severity and the form of discipline is left up to God. 
 
    There are believers that backslide - return to old habits and ways. But rest assured, God deals with the backsliders and He has ways and means to bring them back to where they need to be. 
 
    If a real child of God still insists on being rebellious and hardheaded after many spiritual warnings and spankings, God will allow adverse situations and circumstances to arise - to strongly encourage the child of God to be obedient to His will and His way. 
 
   “For this cause many are weak 
and sickly among you, and many sleep.
I Corinthians 11:30
 
   “There is a sin unto death...”
I John 5:16
 
    The sin unto death (as John stated) is not identified. It appears that it’s not one particular sin, but a lifestyle of sin. The believer is in God's hands and God will deal with him appropriately. 
 
    God may stop a disobedient child of God who is practicing sin, ignoring His correction, and bringing shame on the Name of the Lord Jesus by taking that individual’s life.
 
    However, in some cases God may simply remove His peace from the heart of the disobedient child causing uneasiness and an awareness of the lack of fellowship and communion with Him.  
 
    On a personal note, I know I am not perfect, even though I’m striving for perfection. There are times when sins of omission and commission creep into my life. 
 
    However, I can tell when I’m being chastened, because the Holy Spirit brings things to my mind as to why certain things are happening. I don’t get upset with God, but I love Him even more.  God spanks me because He loves me and wants the best for me. 
 
    “Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.”  
Hebrews 12:11
 
    This chastisement proves to me that I am God’s child. God corrects me so that I will not be condemned with the world (I Corinthians 11:32). God also  corrects me so that I can be used of Him in a powerful way, as Timothy says in the following Scripture. 
 
   “If a man therefore purge himself from these, 
he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, 
and meet for the Master’s use, 
and prepared unto every good work.”  
2 Timothy 2:21
 
    “Billy Graham comments on the subject: God does not discipline us to subdue us, but to condition us for a life of usefulness and blessedness. In His wisdom, He knows that an uncontrolled life is an unhappy life, so He puts reins on our wayward souls that they may be directed into the paths of righteousness.”
 
   God’s Motives in Disciplining or Chastening:
 
   ·           To lead us to repentance
 
   ·           To restore us to fellowship
 
   ·           To make us more faithful
 
   ·           To keep us humble
 
   ·           To teach us spiritual discernment
 
   ·           To prepare us for more effective service 4 
 
    
 
   The chastening discipline of our loving Heavenly Father is evidence of our belonging to Him and that a person has been born-again.
 
    
 
     Do you have Evidence of Spiritual Spankings?     
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   ♦
 
   


 
   
  
 



16. Spiritual Gift(s)
 
    
 
   “But all these worketh that one and selfsame Spirit, 
dividing to every man severally as He will.”  
I Corinthians 12:11 
 
    When a person is born again, it is a call into active Christian service whereby that person may glorify God and win others to Him. God has no undercover, spiritual secret agents. All believers are called to WITNESS for Him in some way! 
 
    The Bible names many spiritual gifts that are available to believers for the up-building of God’s Kingdom. When Jesus ascended on high, He gave gifts unto men. In the Book of I Corinthians 12, Paul names nine spiritual gifts, although there are more located in other passages of Scripture.
 
   “...when He ascended up on high, He led 
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.”  
Ephesians 4:8
 
   “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit 
the word of wisdom; to another the word of 
knowledge by the same Spirit;
 
   To another faith by the same Spirit; to another 
the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another 
the working of miracles; to another prophecy; 
to another discerning of spirits; to another divers
 kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation
 of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, 
dividing to every man severally as He will.”  
I Corinthians 12:4,7-11 
 
    Every child of God has a spiritual Gift. By the Holy Spirit, you may be given more than one gift. It’s all according to God’s will. 
 
    You may not be able to sing like an angel, preach like Paul, or play the harp like David; but, if you’re saved, there is something that you can do for the Lord.
 
    I never dreamed that God could take a shy, introverted person like me (Brother Freeman) and stand me before people to preach and teach the Gospel. No way!!!  
 
    Amazingly, it happened! God did it by the power of His Holy Spirit. Because of my love for Him for all He’s done for me, I was and am willing to be used of God any way He chooses. He has gifted me to stand and speak in His Name and I am so glad about it. 
 
    To be a preacher and teacher of this glorious Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is the greatest calling in the world. For years I cried out to God for knowledge, wisdom, and understanding that I might be able to effectively preach and teach His precious Word. I say with Paul, 
 
   “By the grace of God, I am what I am...”
I Corinthians 15:10
 
    To God be the glory. It’s through His spiritual gifts and abilities that I am able to labor in His vineyard. 
 
   “For we are laborers together with God...”
I Corinthians 3:9  
 
    We have been created in this new life of faith for good works.
 
   “For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them.”  
Ephesians 2:10
 
    Every believer should ask the same question that Paul asked at His conversion.
 
   “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?”
Acts 9:6
 
    All around us there’s much work to be done for the Kingdom of God. The door of opportunity will soon be closed. In the Scripture below, John reminds us that we must do - All we can, while we can, before we can’t.
 
   “I must work the works of Him that sent Me, 
while it is day: the night cometh, 
when no man can work.” 
John 9:4
 
    We do not work for God to be saved. We work for Him because we are saved. To profess faith in Christ and yet refuse to work for Him is a cause for concern.
 
   “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, 
being alone. But wilt thou know, O vain man, 
that faith without works is dead?”  
James 2:17,20
 
    
 
   What is Your spiritual gift?
 
   ·           Have You discovered it? 
 
   ·           Are You using it for Him? 
 
     
 
     Do you have Evidence of Spiritual Gift(s)?
 
    
 
    
 
   ♦
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 



17. Conclusion
 
    
 
   "Not everyone that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of My Father which is in heaven. 
 
   Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in Thy Name? 
And in Thy Name have cast out devils?
 And in Thy Name done many wonderful works? 
 
   And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 
depart from Me, ye that work iniquity.”  
Matthew 7:21-23
 
    The Bible makes it clear that there are MANY who ARE deceived. There are many who say they are Christians, but are not saved according to God's Word.
 
    One day they will stand before God and will be shocked that their religion failed them. They will be rejected by the Lord and then it will be (forever) too late.  
 
     One thing you don't want to mess with is where you will spend eternity. Each of us must examine ourselves for evidence to be sure that we are really in the faith. We must find out today, because we may not have tomorrow.
 
    JESUS loves YOU! He proved that love on Calvary’s Cross. 
 
    Salvation is not a reward for the righteous, it is a gift for the guilty. No amount of good can ever make up for the bad we do. 
 
    We broke God's Law. For the sins that we have committed, our fine has to be paid, either by: 
 
   Going to Hell and paying the penalty ourselves
 
   Jesus saving us through His sacrifice on the Cross for our sins. 
 
   Those are our only two options.   
 
    God loves us. He is not willing that any should perish. He sent Jesus to pay our fine and give us full pardon.
 
   “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him.”  
2 Corinthians 5:21
 
    God through Jesus Christ offers us His righteousness. All we have to do is accept His precious Gift of salvation. Once we have accepted Jesus as Savior, God wants us to enjoy our salvation.
 
    God has given these evidences so every person may know assuredly whether or not they are one of His children. He wants us to know that our sins have been forgiven and we are destined for an eternity with Him.
 
   Don’t be deceived. If you don’t have these evidences in your life, say, like the publican of old, 
 
   “...God be merciful to me a sinner.”
Luke 18:13    
 
    God offers salvation freely to all who will receive Him in faith.  Where ever God sees true repentance in the heart, He meets that soul unconditionally. He saves them and gives them eternal life. 
 
    If you truly repent of your sins and believe in your heart on the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, you are God’s child and He has forever saved you.  Your personal sins (past, present, and future) are under the blood of Jesus Christ.
 
    It is God’s love and grace that keeps us saved. At times, we may fail God, yet He will never fail us. 
 
    Now that you are a Christian, I encourage you to experience the joy of helping others receive Christ. Share your faith every opportunity you get with everyone who will listen. The Apostle Paul says,
 
   “Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we 
preach, warning every man, and teaching 
every man in all wisdom; that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”
Colossians 1:27,28
 
    As I stated earlier in this book, there are more evidences of salvation that can be found in the Word of God. However, these are just a few that should settle the question (once and for all) whose side a person is on.
 
    These 11 evidences are not my opinions, because my opinions mean nothing. It’s what God’s Word says and only what God says in His Word that matters. 
 
    Most importantly, to work in God’s service for Him and yet not submit to His Lordship will profit you nothing. In the end, like many others you too will be shocked and rejected.
 
    If these evidences are not in your life, don’t rest another moment until you have settled the issue with the Lord.  
 
    
 
   Read the things in this book over and over again. 
 
    
 
   “... Give diligence to make YOUR calling 
and election SURE: for if Ye do these things, 
Ye shall never fall.”
2 Peter 1:10
 
 
    
 
    
 
   ♦
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 



18. Invitation To Salvation
 
    
 
    
 
    If you are UNSAVED, God’s Word tells you how to be Saved.
 
    
 
   “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
 
   For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 
Romans 10:9,10  
 
   Pray with me: 
 
     “Dear Lord Jesus, I believe that you are the Son of God who died on the cross for my sins. I believe that God raised You from the dead. Right now, You are seated at God’s right hand.  
 
     Forgive me for all the wrong that I’ve done. I’m sorry for my sin. Come into my life and save me. Fill me with Thy Holy Spirit. 
 
     Help me to live for Thee from this day forward.  By faith, and on the authority of Your Word, I believe in my heart that I am saved. I shall confess my salvation with my mouth from this day forward. Thank You Lord for saving me!”                 
 
    If you’ve prayed this prayer and have received Jesus Christ as your Savior, I would love to rejoice with you and send you some FREE literature to help you in your walk with the Lord.  
 
     
 
     Email me or contact me:
 
   More Than Conquerors Life Center
Pastor Leroy Freeman
P.O. Box 221076
West Palm Beach, FL 33422
 
    
 
   Email: leroyfreeman@mtcm.com
 
 
   Go forth and enjoy your SALVATION.
 
 
   God bless you in your walk with Him! 
 
    
 
   ♦
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