
        
            
                
            
        

     
   
    
 
    
 
   Redeemed by Blood
 
   Discovering the Power of the Blood of Christ
 
   By Dr. Jonathan Doctor
 
    
 
   2014
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Table of Contents
 
   Chapter 1. Once and for All...............
 
   Chapter 2. The New Blood Covenant...
 
   Chapter 3. Redeemed From Sin.…… 
 
   Chapter 4. Redeemed from Sickness… 
 
   Chapter 5. Let the redeemed of the Lord say so .
 
   Chapter 6. Developing a Victory Consciousness… .
 
   Chapter 7. Redemption by Blood….. 
 
   Chapter 8. What is so special about the Blood of Christ? 
 
   Chapter 9. We have Protection by the blood of Christ: Jesus is our Passover Lamb… 
 
   Chapter 10. The Power of the Blood of Christ…. 
 
   Chapter 11. Jesus’ Substitutionary Death…
 
   Chapter 12. The Lord’s Supper and applying the blood today 
 
   Chapter 13. Pleading the Blood
 
   Chapter 14. What’s the purpose of Holy Communion? 
 
   Chapter 15. Celebrating the Christian Passover. ..
 
   Chapter 16. It is Finished! 
 
   Chapter 17. The Voice of Blood. 
 
   A Prayer of Repentance and Salvation. 
 
   About the Author 
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. Acts 20:28 (KJV)
 
    
 
   They won the victory over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the truth which they proclaimed; and they were willing to give up their lives and die.                                                                 Revelation 12:11 (GNB)
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 1
 
   Once and for All ... It Is Finished!
 
   Therefore he is able, once and forever, to save everyone who comes to God through him. He lives forever to plead with God on their behalf. He is the kind of high priest we need because he is holy and blameless, unstained by sin. He has now been set apart from sinners, and he has been given the highest place of honor in heaven. He does not need to offer sacrifices every day like the other high priests. They did this for their own sins first and then for the sins of the people. But Jesus did this once for all when he sacrificed himself on the cross. Those who were high priests under the law of Moses were limited by human weakness. But after the law was given, God appointed his Son with an oath, and his Son has been made perfect forever.
 
   Hebrews 7:25–28 (NLT)
 
   Only the high priest goes into the Most Holy Place, and only once a year, and always with blood, which he offers to God to cover his own sins and the sins the people have committed in ignorance.
 
   Hebrews 9:7 (NLT)
 
   So Christ has now become the High Priest over all the good things that have come. He has entered that great, perfect sanctuary in heaven, not made by human hands and not part of this created world. Once for all time he took blood into that Most Holy Place, but not the blood of goats and calves. He took his own blood, and with it he secured our salvation forever. Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a young cow could cleanse people’s bodies from ritual defilement. Just think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our hearts from deeds that lead to death so that we can worship the living God. For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. That is why he is the one who mediates the new covenant between God and people, so that all who are invited can receive the eternal inheritance God has promised them. For Christ died to set them free from the penalty of the sins they had committed under that first covenant.
 
   Hebrews 9:11–15 (NLT)
 
   For Christ has entered into heaven itself to appear now before God as our Advocate. He did not go into the earthly place of worship, for that was merely a copy of the real Temple in heaven. Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, like the earthly high priest who enters the Most Holy Place year after year to offer the blood of an animal. If that had been necessary, he would have had to die again and again, ever since the world began. But no! He came once for all time, at the end of the age, to remove the power of sin forever by his sacrificial death for us. And just as it is destined that each person dies only once and after that comes judgment, so also Christ died only once as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. He will come again but not to deal with our sins again. This time he will bring salvation to all those who are eagerly waiting for him.
 
   Hebrews 9:24–28
 
   The old system in the law of Moses was only a shadow of the things to come, not the reality of the good things Christ has done for us. The sacrifices under the old system were repeated again and again, year after year, but they were never able to provide perfect cleansing for those who came to worship. If they could have provided perfect cleansing, the sacrifices would have stopped, for the worshipers would have been purified once for all time, and their feelings of guilt would have disappeared.
 
   But just the opposite happened. Those yearly sacrifices reminded them of their sins year after year. For it is not possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
 
   Hebrews 10:1–4 (NLT)
 
   He cancels the first covenant in order to establish the second. And what God wants is for us to be made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all time. Under the old covenant, the priest stands before the altar day after day, offering sacrifices that can never take away sins. But our High Priest offered himself to God as one sacrifice for sins, good for all time. Then he sat down at the place of highest honor at God’s right hand. There he waits until his enemies are humbled as a footstool under his feet. For by that one offering he perfected forever all those whom he is making holy.
 
   Hebrews 10:9–14 (NLT)
 
    
 
   Now when sins have been forgiven, there is no need to offer any more sacrifices.
 
   Hebrews10:18 (NLT)
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 2
 
   The New Blood Covenant
 
   The new covenant was cut between God and Jesus; it cannot be broken. As a result of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection, the covenant has been extended to you. By making you a joint heir with him, Jesus allows you to share in his covenant relationship with the Father.
 
   Spiritual authority was placed in the hands of a man. Adam had dominion and walked in spiritual authority until he turned it over to Satan. His treacherous act caused him to experience spiritual death—separation from God. Satan, an archangel who was a being of lesser rank, gained authority and dominion over the dust of the ground all the way up to the throne of God, but not including the throne of God. God needed another Adam—someone with his blood flowing in his veins—to place authority back in the hands of man. Jesus, the last Adam, was sent to take back man’s authority and dominion. Jesus was the first one to be born from death to life.
 
   God cut a covenant with Abraham as a means of getting his Word into the hearts of men. Everything begins with God’s Word. Whatever you want in your life must be established with the Word. In his covenant with Abraham, God promised that his Word is true. Abraham’s covenant with God was tested so that God could prove to him that he would not break his covenant (Genesis 22:1–18). 
 
   Abraham was instructed to take his son Isaac and sacrifice him. The sacrifice of Isaac was to take place on the same mountain where Jesus would be crucified. Abraham was so confident that God’s promises would come to pass in his life he envisioned God raising Isaac from the dead. Abraham’s words that he and his son would return were the words of a prophet (Genesis 20:7). 
 
   Because of his obedience to God, Abraham was given a ram as a substitute for Isaac so that he would not have to die. Jesus was your substitute so that you wouldn’t have to die for your sins.
 
   God never breaks his covenant. Because he asked Abraham for his only son, God gave his only Son. When Jesus said on the cross, “It is finished,” he was referring to the Abrahamic covenant. 
 
   God promises Abraham that his seed will be blessed and that through his seed all nations shall be blessed (verses 14–17). Jesus is the seed (verse 18). The promises of God belong to all descendants of Abraham’s descendants (Galatians 3:13–16). You also possess the promises of God by right of inheritance through Jesus (Galatians 3:29).
 
   The cup, sacrifice, and blood are all elements of cutting a covenant. Jesus prayed in the garden of Gethsemane, “let this cup be passed from me” (Matthew 26:39). He prayed so hard that blood fell to the ground (Luke 22:44). Jesus was the priest and the sacrifice, which made his sacrifice legal. God cut a covenant with Jesus. The agreement was that when Jesus stepped out of life into death, after three days and three nights God would bring him back to life, allowing him to be born again.
 
   Jesus died a spiritual and physical death. His separation from God began while he was alive on the cross—when he took the sins of the world upon himself. Jesus entered hell with nothing more than his covenant with God (Acts 2:24, 31). Death, hell, and corruption couldn’t hold him there. He took back the keys to death, hell, and the grave. Jesus made it possible for you to partake of the covenant he has with the Father. Jesus makes the difference. When you are in him, you are who he is and have what he has (1 Corinthians 1:29; Romans 8:17). Belief in Jesus gives you life through his name and authority over the Enemy ( John 20:31). Everything you need is available to you through Jesus (Romans 5:1; Romans 6:23; Romans 11:36; Ephesians 2:7).
 
   You have power (authority) over the power (ability) of demonic forces (Luke 10:19). You cannot stand against the enemy in your own power (Ephesians 6:10). A police officer doesn’t operate in his strength but in the authority that has been delegated to him by the government. You are nothing without Jesus; your authority is through him. The devil has to cease in his maneuvers against you when you exercise your authority through the name of Jesus.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 3
 
   Redeemed from Sin
 
   When man transgressed against God’s commandment, he acquired an overwhelming debt of sin. This transgression placed him under the dominion of Satan. Because man was not able to pay his debt, God sent his son to redeem (purchase) man from the kingdom of darkness.
 
   For God so loved the world, that he gave His only Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but the world through Him might be saved.
 
   John 3:16–17
 
   Jesus became our substitute. He took our place!
 
   Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness,
 
   1 Peter 2:24a
 
   Jesus’ work as substitute positioned man to be in right standing before God. If Jesus Christ dwells in your heart, you are the righteousness of God in him, you are righteous. It is a just thing for God to make the sinner righteous.
 
   For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
 
   2 Corinthians 5:21
 
   Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe; for there is no difference; For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by grace through the Redemption that is in Christ Jesus; Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time His righteousness; that He might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
 
   Romans 3:22–26  
 
   To receive the work of righteousness in Christ Jesus, a person must be born again. John 3:3: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he can not see the kingdom of God.” All can be forgiven and cleansed from their sins when they confess Jesus as their Lord.
 
   If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
 
   1 John 1:7, 9
 
   That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
 
   Romans 10:9–10 KJV
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 4
 
   Redeemed from Sickness
 
   The prophet Isaiah described our Redeemer taking our punishment for our sins. Jesus was our substitute and took the punishment we deserved—physically, mentally, and spiritually.
 
   Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His Stripes We Are Healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
 
   Isaiah 53:4–5
 
   The two words griefs and sorrows can be equally translated as sicknesses and pains. These words point specifically to physical affliction. Matthew recorded these events and quoted Isaiah 53:4 to validate the substitutionary work of Christ.
 
    
 
   When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick. That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.
 
   Matthew 8:16–17
 
   During Jesus’ ministry on earth, he ministered healing to every part of man. He cast out devils, healed the sick, forgave sin, and restored wholeness to those tormented by Satan. The Holy Spirit through Peter declares our twofold redemption.
 
   Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness: By Whose
 
   Stripes Ye Were Healed.
 
   1 Peter 2:24 
 
   Jesus’ work of redemption is still the same. Hebrews 13:8 says: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 5
 
   Let the Redeemed of the Lord say so
 
   We need to “Say So”
 
    Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy. Psalm 107:2
 
   Revelation 12:11 tells us that we overcome Satan by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of our testimony. The word ‘word’ in this verse means something said, or doctrine declared. We are not necessarily suppose to tell our testimony of a blessing but the testimony of what the blood of Jesus Christ has done in our lives. We must declare what the word of God says concerning the blood of Jesus. This is what all Christians should be doing when they say they are ‘pleading the blood of Jesus.’
 
   Pleading the blood with our mouths lines up with this Scripture. The Bible instructs us to say that we are redeemed. If the enemy tries to put the curse upon you, say that you are redeemed from the curse of the law.
 
   Say, for example, “I am redeemed from the curse of the law. You can’t put that (name it) on me. According to Deuteronomy 28:61 all sickness is the curse of the law. But according to Galatians 3:13, I am redeemed from the curse of the law, and I say so. I am redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. I overcome you, Satan, by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of my testimony.”
 
   Let the redeemed of the Lord say so! That is pleading the blood! As born-again Christians, we have been made the righteousness of God; we have been made righteous by the blood of Jesus and what he has done for us. We must now renew our mind to this truth and develop a righteousness consciousness. A righteousness consciousness is always being aware of your right standing with God. There is no room for fear or inferiority in the heart of a believer who is conscious of the truth and reality of righteousness.
 
   Righteousness is right standing with God, we must receive righteousness by faith. Our righteousness is from God, through the grace of God; righteousness is a free gift by faith in Jesus Christ alone. The righteousness we receive from God is perfect and complete. Our righteousness is not because we have done something to deserve it. It is because God has chosen not to hold sin against us, because of his love, mercy, and grace. You will develop a righteousness consciousness by meditating on the Word of God concerning the love of God and what he has done for you in Christ.
 
   We are righteous because of God’s love, because of who we are in Christ, not because of our good works or conduct. God loves us as much as he loves Jesus (John 17:22–23, Ephesians 2:7). We are his workmanship, created in Christ (Ephesians 2:10), and through our faith in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross we are justified, made righteous just-as-if-we’d-never-sinned. We can act as though sin has never existed. Our sins have been erased, blotted out, remitted, cleansed, and purged, never to be remembered against you anymore (1 John 1:9, Isaiah 43:25–26).
 
    
 
   We are righteous because Jesus paid the price once and for all. The blood of Jesus does not just cover sin. It remits sin and removes its power. Jesus undid what Satan has done (1 John 3:8). The redemptive work that God did through Jesus Christ is greater than what Satan did to Adam. What God did in the new creation is far more Greater than what Satan and sin did to the original creation of man. Righteousness is the authority of the kingdom, and it would do us good to have a conscience that is aware of the victory we have in Christ.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 6
 
   Developing a victory consciousness. (Isaiah 32:17)
 
   No one can successfully be your foe; nothing can prevail against you when you stand firmly on your right standing with God (Isaiah 54:14–17). Since your sins have been taken away, you no longer come short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23–24). You can be confident on God’s willingness to use his power on your behalf because of the righteousness he gave you (Psalm 34:15).
 
   Jesus conquered Satan in three areas
 
    
    	 During his earthly walk 
 
    	 Through Calvary 
 
    	 In the new creation 
 
   
 
   As new creations in Christ, we share his victory by our identification with him. Bondage to Satan is destroyed. Satan is rendered powerless and paralyzed where we are concerned. We died, were buried, and raised together with Christ (Galatians 2:20; Romans 6:6, 8; Ephesians 2:5–6). We are now seated with Jesus, spiritually, at the Father’s right hand (Ephesians 1:21; 2:6). We are victorious over Satan and his works because of what Christ has done on our behalf.
 
   To end this chapter lets ‘plead the blood of Jesus’ and declare what the word of God says that the blood of Jesus has done for us. Lets overcome Satan right now by declaring out loud this confession of faith:
 
   Say:
 
   By the blood of Jesus all my sins have been forgiven, remitted and removed from my life.
 
   By the blood of Jesus I have been made righteous, just-as-I’ve-never-sinned.
 
   By the blood of Jesus I have victory over Satan and his plans in my life are stopped now.
 
   By the blood of Jesus I have been made holy, set apart for God’s prevailing purpose for my life.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 7
 
   Redemption by Blood
 
   Now when someone dies and leaves a will, no one gets anything until it is proved that the person who wrote the will is dead. The will goes into effect only after the death of the person who wrote it. While the person is still alive, no one can use the will to get any of the things promised to them. That is why blood was required under the first covenant as a proof of death. For after Moses had given the people all of God’s laws, he took the blood of calves and goats, along with water, and sprinkled both the book of God’s laws and all the people, using branches of hyssop bushes and scarlet wool. Then he said, “This blood confirms the covenant God has made with you.” And in the same way, he sprinkled blood on the sacred tent and on everything used for worship. In fact, we can say that according to the law of Moses, nearly everything was purified by sprinkling with blood. Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sins.
 
   Hebrews 9:16–22 (NLT)
 
   The Word of God holds no power for the believer who has no understanding concerning the blood of Jesus. The blood of Jesus holds no power for the believer who has no understanding of the Word of God. We must therefore understand the Word of God concerning what the blood of Jesus has done and still does for us.
 
   Under the old covenant, when the book of the Law was read, it was sprinkled with the blood of calves and goats along with the people. This was a way of sealing and ratifying the covenant between God and Israel. They could not receive God’s blessing or healing or any other promise from God until their sins were covered.
 
   The new covenant is a better covenant with better promises, and with Jesus Christ as our surety, our guarantee to receive every promise of God. Under the new covenant, we don’t have to sprinkle the blood of animals on the Bible and ourselves before reading, but we do need an understanding about the blood of Jesus that has been poured out for us, that has sealed and ratifies the new covenant that we have with God. By the blood of Jesus we have a right to receive every promise of God. 
 
   All of God’s goodness comes by the blood of Jesus. Oh, the blood of Jesus! The gospel of Jesus Christ is a bloody gospel. If there is no blood in the gospel that we are preaching then there is no power in it as well. If there is no blood in our gospel it is not a gospel at all.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 8
 
   What is so special about the blood of Jesus?
 
   For the life of any creature is in its blood. I have given you the blood so you can make atonement for your sins. It is the blood, representing life, that brings you atonement.
 
   Leviticus 17:11 (NLT) 
 
   The blood of Jesus is precious and holy; it purchased us. We are bought (redeemed) with a price.
 
   For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. And the ransom he paid was not mere gold or silver. He paid for you with the precious lifeblood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God.
 
   1 Peter 1:18–19 (nlt)
 
   for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body.  
 
   1 Corinthians 6:20 (NLT)
 
    
 
   The blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin.
 
   Once for all time he took blood into that Most Holy Place, but not the blood of goats and calves. He took his own blood, and with it he secured our salvation forever. Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a young cow could cleanse people’s bodies from ritual defilement. Just think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our hearts from deeds that lead to death so that we can worship the living God. For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. That is why he is the one who mediates the new covenant between God and people, so that all who are invited can receive the eternal inheritance God has promised them. For Christ died to set them free from the penalty of the sins they had committed under that first covenant.
 
   Hebrews 9:12–15 (NLT)
 
    
 
   But if we are living in the light of God’s presence, just as Christ is, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from every sin. 
 
   1 John 1:7 (NLT)
 
    
 
   By the blood of Jesus we have access to God.
 
   And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. This is the new, life-giving way that Christ has opened up for us through the sacred curtain, by means of his death for us. And since we have a great High Priest who rules over God’s people, let us go right into the presence of God, with true hearts fully trusting him. For our evil consciences have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us clean, and our bodies have been washed with pure water.
 
   Hebrews 10:19–20, 22 (nlt)
 
    
 
   The blood of Jesus brings peace with God.
 
   God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of his blood on the cross.This includes you who were once so far away from God. You were his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions, yet now he has brought you back as his friends. He has done this through his death on the cross in his own human body. As a result, he has brought you into the very presence of God, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single fault. But you must continue to believe this truth and stand in it firmly. Don’t drift away from the assurance you received when you heard the Good News.
 
   Colossians 1:20–23 (NLT) 
 
   Because of the blood of Jesus, we can receive his promises - we are in covenant with God.
 
   In those days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from God’s people, Israel, and you did not know the covenants and promises God had made to them. You lived in this world without God and without hope. But now you belong to Christ Jesus. Though you once were far away from God, now you have been brought near to him because of the blood of Christ
 
   Ephesians 2:12–13 (nlt)
 
   He took the cup of wine after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant between God and you, sealed by the shedding of my blood. Do this in remembrance of me as often as you drink it.” For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the Lord’s death until he comes again.
 
   1 Corinthians11:25–26 (NLT) 
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 9
 
   We have protection by the blood of Christ. Jesus is our Passover Lamb.
 
    
 
   It was by faith that Moses commanded the people of Israel to keep the Passover and to sprinkle blood on the doorposts so that the angel of death would not kill their firstborn sons
 
   Hebrews 11:28 (NLT)
 
   They are to take some of the lamb’s blood and smear it on the top and sides of the doorframe of the house where the lamb will be eaten. The blood you have smeared on your doorposts will serve as a sign. When I see the blood, I will pass over you. This plague of death will not touch you when I strike the land of Egypt. “You must remember this day forever. Each year you will celebrate it as a special festival to the Lord.”
 
   Exodus 12:7, 13–14 (NLT)
 
   Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for us. So let us celebrate the festival, not by eating the old bread of wickedness and evil, but by eating the new bread of purity and truth.
 
   1 Corinthians 5:7–8 (NLT)
 
   When we apply the blood of Jesus Christ, our Passover Lamb, upon our lives, it gives us protection from the devil and his devices. The curse of the law, the law of sin and death cannot cross the blood of Jesus that is now upon your lives. Oh, the blood of Jesus!
 
   For an in depth study in the Feast of the Passover and how Christ fulfilled it please read chapter 14 and also my book “Prophetic Grace – God’s Set Time”
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 10
 
   The Power of the Blood of Christ
 
   The blood of Jesus is a foundational truth that all believers need to have a grasp on. A.E. Mitchell: “The blood line is a circuit, it makes a circle and it has a terminal in heaven from whence it came.” Everything in heaven starts in heaven and then comes to earth; it then enters back into heaven. First Peter 1:18–20: You are redeemed (bought) by the pre- cious blood of the Lamb. Definitions of the word precious:
 
    
    	Thayer’s Greek Lexicon - Timios - held as great price, held in honor and esteemed and especially dear to our hearts. 
 
    	Vines – Costly, honorable, valuable and highly esteemed. 
 
   
 
   The Lamb that was slain from the foundation of the world (1 Peter 1:20; Revelation 13:8).
 
   One Author says: “God finished then He began.” God sees the plan. He thinks it through, and then he speaks it. God knew that man would have a choice and fail, so God had a plan. Jesus offered himself without spot before the foundation of the world.
 
   David Alsobrook says: “A body had to be prepared. Mary was chosen to be the carrier of the body, but the body itself and the blood flowing in it were entirely made by the creative power of God, the incarnation was a miracle. “ Paul admonishes the elders of the church to teach about God purchasing them with his own precious blood.
 
   Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
 
   Acts 20:28
 
   The Law of First Mention
 
   The definition of the law of first mention is when you see something in the word for the first time, it sets a law in motion, a pattern for us to follow. The Law of Sacrifice is a God established law that he started when he killed an innocent animal in the Garden of Eden to cover the sins of Adam and Eve.
 
   The concept of making a sacrifice is giving up something that is of value. A concept is formed by what we see in the Bible about sacrificing. King David states, “I will not offer an offering to the Lord my God which costs me nothing” (2 Samuel 24:24). Solomon was sacrificing by revelation. Solomon made the most costly sacrifice, material cost (1 Kings 8:62–64). The blood is to be ever before our eyes. We are able to be covered from head to toe. By God sending his Son it cost him everything. First Peter 1:18–20 says we were not redeemed with something that is perishable or corruptible but were redeemed with the precious blood of the Lamb: Christ. Jesus’ blood was spotless, valuable, and incorruptible.
 
    
 
   Adam and Eve
 
   Adam and Eve were covered with the glory of God. Adam and Eve naked and unashamed (Genesis 2:25). Their clothing was the glory of God (God’s presence) Their divine covering disappeared the moment they sinned. The moment Adam and Eve sinned, they were aware of their nakedness, and they hid from God’s presence. Unconfessed sin always creates a barrier. Death and darkness always hide from light and life.
 
   David Alsobrook said–“when man hides, God seeks. Genesis 3:8 is the first place we see fear entering in. Their sin brought death into the world. (Romans 5:12–18) Separation from God is the ultimate spiritual death. God covered Adam and Eve again this time with a skin of a animal. Something had to die because of sin. The wages of sin is death.”
 
   God requires shedding of blood for sin. The sinner must be covered with blood. The life is in the blood. God provides the sacrifice. God himself covers the sinner. The innocent dies for the guilty. God brings judgment upon the sacrifice.
 
   The Coats of Skin
 
   The Lord made “coats of skin” from animal(s). In doing so, its blood was shed and poured out on the ground. Shedding of blood was necessary to provide remission of transgression.” Without shedding of blood, there is no remission (forgiveness) of sin (Hebrews 9:22). To be specific (and we should be), it is the blood that makes the atonement (or covering) for the sinner, not the death of the victim (which is the means to that blood). This is spelled out clearly for us in Leviticus 17:11. “For the Life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your soul: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.”
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 11
 
   Jesus’ Substitutionary Death
 
   Jesus’ sinless life and substitutionary death was a great exchange for our sinful lives and eternal death that we deserve. Christ suffered once for sin, the just for the unjust. He brought us to God by being put to death in the flesh. The blood of an innocent animal had to be shed so Adam and Eve could be brought to God. The death of an innocent animal was established in the garden of Eden. The law of first mention is a truth or principle that once established in the Word will remain the same throughout the Word.
 
   Seven foundational truths that were established in the garden of Eden concerning atonement for sin.
 
    
    	God requires the shedding of blood for sin. 
 
    	The sinner must be covered. 
 
    	Life is in the blood. 
 
    	God provides the sacrifice. 
 
    	God covers the sinner. 
 
    	The innocent sacrifice dies for the guilty sinner. 
 
    	God brings judgment on the sacrifice. 
 
   
 
   The Blood Today
 
   In the Old Covenant, the blood of the sacrifices only covered the sin for a year, but in the New Covenant, the blood of Jesus remits and removes our sin forever. The blood is a propitiation for our sins. (Hebrews 9:22; 1 John 2:2 ) Propitiation deals with remission of sins and has a reference to the mercy seat.
 
   Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice for us. When Adam and Eve sinned, they died spiritually, but it took 930 years for their bodies to die physically. Spiritual death leads to physical death. Spiritual death means separation from God. When a church or a believer loses sight of the blood of Jesus, they lose their life and power.
 
   Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:1–13)
 
   Cain talked with Abel (Genesis 4:8). The biblical definition found in the Strong’s Dictionary says that the word talk here also means to challenge. It is a possibility that they quarreled over the way they were going to approach God. God taught Adam how to approach him with sacrifices, and Adam taught Cain and Abel how to come to God with sacrifices. Cain didn’t want to approach God the way he was taught.
 
   God rejected his sacrifice because he didn’t bring a blood sacrifice. According to Genesis 4:7, the word crouching is the same Hebrew term that represents an animal crouching to pounce on its prey. The way of Cain is a hardened heart ( Jude 11).
 
   Abel’s blood cried out vengeance, where Jesus’ blood cries out mercy. The blood has a voice (Genesis 4:10). Jesus is our mediator, and his blood speaks of better things than that of Abel (Hebrews 12:24 ; 1 Peter 1:18). The life source is in the blood, and God is the sole Lord of all life. He is sovereign over the blood and life of all men. God avenges the shedding of innocent human blood. Clay Trumble said, “Blood is a representative of that life which is the essence of God Himself.”
 
   All flesh is lifeless without blood. Adam was formed from the dust of the ground, God breathed into man and man became alive. Adam’s blood was from God. The anointing of God goes where the blood of Jesus is applied. Apply the blood of Jesus to cleanse wherever you need the anointing. The anointing of the Holy Spirit will not come to abide where there is sin. Eternal life comes because of the shed blood of Jesus Christ. The blood was the only purchased price for redemption. Before sin, Adam’s blood was incorruptible, and after he sinned, his blood became corruptible, making him subject to death.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 12
 
   The Lord’s Supper and applying the blood today
 
   Moses gives warning to the Egyptians that all the firstborn in Egypt will die (Exodus 11:4–5). Moses explains to the Israelites the Passover (Exodus 12:21–28). Death was sure to come to every house. If the blood was applied, the destroyer (death) would not be permit- ted in that house.
 
   The Lord’s supper was celebrated during the Lord’s Passover. Jesus was and is the mediator of the better covenant; he was bringing God to man, and he was bringing man to God. He offered himself as the perfect sacrifice. His holy body and blood is the surety, the guarantee of our covenant with God.
 
   When we apply the blood of Jesus to our life, we are protected from every plot the enemy has for us or our family. The lamb sacrificed was a lamb without blemish (Exodus 12:3–7). Jesus was our Lamb without blemish (1 Peter 1:19). Jesus offered himself as an unblemished sacrifice (Hebrews 9:12–14). Jesus was the perfect Passover Lamb (Exodus 12:46; 1 Corinthians 5:7). The Israelites were miraculously healed because of the Passover Lamb (Psalm 105:36– 45). We are healed because of our Passover Lamb (Isaiah 53). The power of the Lamb heals and provides, protects and delivers (Rev- elations 12:11).
 
   How and When the Blood Was Used
 
   The highest act of the high priest in the Old Testament was when he entered into the holy of holies, bringing in the blood to worship God. The highest act of worship was the sprinkling of blood.
 
   Blood was used to:
 
    
    	In the consecration of the house of the Lord. 
 
    	In the consecration of the priest. 
 
    	At the birth of a child. 
 
    	In the account of sin. 
 
    	In the way they would fellowship with God. 
 
   
 
   The blood has a voice and that voice speaks. Priests use the blood in everything. Jesus made an end to the types and shadows by being the fulfillment. Our hearts must learn the importance of walking in the power of the blood. God lives in constant view of the blood, so we must live in constant view of the blood also.
 
   The Blood of Jesus
 
   The blood of Jesus is the primary thing the Holy Spirit has for the church today. When Adam sinned, he poisoned his blood, caus- ing every man after him to experience blood poisoning also. Since man had sin entangled in his blood, he passed sin from generation to generation. God had to do something to take care of the blood. God sent Jesus to the earth in the flesh to destroy the works of the devil. Jesus was flesh and blood, but he was not from Adam’s fallen bloodline.
 
   Jesus suffered the death of the cross for us (Acts 2:31; Hebrews 9:23–26). It was necessary for the earthly things to be purified, but the actual heavenly things needed a better and noble sacrifice. The priest would take the blood in and sprinkle it on the mercy seat. The mercy would last a year before another sacrifice would have to be made. Jesus took his own blood before the Father and poured it out on the mercy seat. It was a once-for-all offering.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 13
 
   Pleading the Blood
 
   Definition: to plead:
 
    
    	Webster’s Dictionary: appeal, entreat earnestly, to use  arguments or persuasion for or against something. 
 
    	Noun–a case at law. 
 
    	Verb–beseech or beg. 
 
    	Hebrew–reev–to strive; conduct a legal case. 
 
    	Hebrew–shawfat–controversy at law 
 
   
 
   The verdict is in! The blood of Jesus paid the price, and the blood was sufficient, more than enough. In our case, there are two types of pleading: by the plaintiff and the defendant. A plea is a petition to the court. In our case, the answer is in the acquisition of the blood. This means that we have already won. When we use the word plea, we are reminding Satan of his defeat, because we have authority in the blood. A plea is a method of condescending by rules of proce- dures, by which a party will present a written statement about the facts of the case.
 
   Pleading the blood has two connotations.
 
    
    	It is evidence of our civil rights. 
 
    	It is an acquittal of our criminal matters. 
 
   
 
   When you sin, you use the blood as your acquittal. Justification in the Greek means acquittal. When pleading a criminal case, you have three options:
 
    
    	Not guilty 
 
    	Guilty. 
 
    	No contest (neither admits nor denies). 
 
   
 
    
 
   “Satan has no answer for the blood of Jesus.” The Israelites, by faith sprinkled blood in Egypt, and it brought forgiveness, health, pro- tection, deliverance, strength, and wealth (Hebrews 11:28; Psalm 105:36–45). Rahab used the blood line (scarlet cord) as a token, and it brought deliverance. Priests of the Old Testament sprinkled blood, and it brought forgiveness. Jesus as our High Priest put his own blood on the mercy seat, and it purchased salvation for all mankind. We as new testament sons of the High Priest can now use the blood for forgiveness, salvation, redemption, healing, protection, and victory. We shall observe this sprinkling of blood forever (Exodus 12:24).
 
   H. Clay Trumble says, “Blood is the representative of that life which is the essence of God Himself.”
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 14
 
   What’s the purpose of holy communion?
 
   The purpose of communion is to remind the believer of Jesus’ provisions that were purchased at Calvary (1 Corinthians 11:23–25). Communion also means partnership—covenant partners coming together in relationship, sharing with one another. Holy Communion symbolizes our relationship with Christ and one another. Every time we partake of communion, in a sense we relive (by way of remembrance) our salvation experience. We are reminded of its sense of cleanliness, wholesomeness, freedom, joy, and peace. Holy Communion helps us never to forget that the provision of salvation, and any other blessing, is only possible because of the broken body and shed blood of Jesus (Hebrews 9:22).
 
   Unless a person has partaken of Jesus Christ in redemption through the new birth, his participation in Holy Communion is nothing more than a religious ritual. Taking Holy Communion out of religious duty, without being truly born again, is like playing on a team without really being a part of the team. Winning teams share in victory when they come together in union and harmony, and they focus on one understood goal.
 
   Unless a person understands and identifies the elements with Mount Calvary and Christ’s provision, the symbols are nothing
 
    
 
   more than a piece of bread and some juice. The bread represents the broken body of Jesus (Isaiah 53:5; 1 Corinthians 10). The cup represents the blood of Christ (1 Corinthians 11:25; 1 Corinthians 10). The blood washed away our sins (Hebrews 10:16–18). The blood of Jesus broke the power, dominion, and bondage of sin.
 
   With faith rising from your heart, always partake of Holy Communion ready to do something, knowing and remembering that the blood has been applied to your life (Exodus 12:3–14). When the blood is applied to the doors of your spiritual house, the enemy no longer has any control over you ( John 5:24; 1 John 3:14). Just as God told the children of Israel to eat the Passover with loins girded, shoes on their feet, and staff in hand, we are commanded to put on the whole armor of God (Ephesians 6:10–17).
 
   Are you ready to experience the Holy Communion of your relationship with God? Are you ready to experience covenant partner- ship with God and one another? If you will observe the Holy Communion with faith rising from your heart and be prepared to take action, then you can leave the Lord’s table changed and with confidence in God, your covenant partner.
 
   Christ, Our Passover Lamb
 
   I love the revelation of the Passover, and how it points to a new beginning centered around the Lamb (Exodus 12:2). God was giving the Israelites a new beginning. “This month shall stand at the head of the calendar” (NASB). Passover: centered around the Lamb (Exodus 12:3–5). Notice the progression from “a lamb” to “the lamb” to “your lamb.” The lamb of Exodus represented the Lamb who would come to bring eternal deliverance (Isaiah 53:4–6, 10; John 1:29; 1 Peter 1:19; 1 Corinthians 5:7; Revelations 12:11). The Passover reminds us of our new beginning centered in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). As we partake of the Lord’s Supper we can fully understand and ‘rightly discern’ the Lord’s body and what is taking place.
 
   God has you covered!
 
   The blood of the Passover Lamb points to God’s hovering protection. Passover: God’s promise to protect and hover over his people (Exodus 12:13, 23). The Hebrew word for Passover is similar to an Egyptian word meaning “To spread the wings over in protection.” It is how a mother eagle or bird would protect their nest and family. If all God meant was that when he brought judgment, he would “skip” you; then you were just glad to be “skipped.” If a destroyer is coming, I don’t want God to just skip me. I want him to stay and protect and provide for me. Picture of a bird fluttering over its nest protecting and guarding its young (Isaiah 31:4–5).
 
   At the Passover an application of the blood brought God’s hovering presence and protection (Exodus 12:12–13). It wasn’t just the death of the lamb, but it was also the specific application of the blood that saved them and faith in God’s Word and in that blood. They took hyssop and applied the blood to the doorposts and lintel. God said, “When I see the blood, I will pass over you.” By faith, receive the application of the blood of Jesus to your heart and life as you take Holy Communion.
 
   The Benefits
 
   The flesh of the Passover lamb points to our full appropriation of the benefits of his sacrifice. After being saved by the blood of the Lamb, we are called to feast on the Lamb himself (John 6:51–56). Eat the Lamb with unleavened bread. (Exodus 12:8, 15–19; 1 Corin- thians 5:7–8; Matthew 16:6–12). Roast the Lamb with fire, Jesus bore our sin and God’s wrath in the fires of hell for three days (Exodus 12:8–9; Isaiah 53:5, 10, 12; Matthew 27:46; 2 Corinthians 5:21). Eat the lamb with bitter herbs—bitter herbs portrayed the bitter cup Jesus would take (Exodus 12:8). Eat all of the Lamb (Exodus 12:9–10). God wants us to partake of the entire provisions of what Christ did for us. Forget not all of his benefits: healing, prosperity, and deliverance, etc. (Psalm 103). Eat the Lamb with great expectancy (Exodus 12:11). Because Christ is our Passover (1 Corinthians 5:7–8), his blood when applied to our heart and lives cleanses us, delivers us from judgment, and brings us under God’s protection and presence
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 15
 
   Celebrating the Christian Passover
 
   The Christian Passover looks back at our redemption. In the Jewish Passover, the Israelites look back to their deliverance from Egypt. We look back to the Lamb that was slain (Luke 22:17). The blood was applied to their doorposts (Exodus 12:7). They ate the Passover lamb (Luke 22:16). Stories of the first Passover are told. After a prayer of thanksgiving, they add, “Next year, in Jerusalem.”
 
   In the Christian Passover, we look back to our redemption at the cross of Christ (1 Corinthians 11:26; Ephesians 1:7).
 
    
    	We look back to the Lamb of God that was slain for us ( John 1:29). 
 
    	We apply the Blood of Christ to our hearts (1 John 1:9). 
 
    	We eat the bread (1 Corinthians 11:24). 
 
    	We commemorate our Passover (1 Corinthians 11:26). 
 
    	We look forward to Christ’s second coming (1 Corinthians 11:26). 
 
   
 
   The Christian Passover looks forward to Christ’s second coming. In the Jewish Passover, the Israelites looked forward to Jerusalem. Just as the Jews looked forward saying, “Next year, in Jerusalem,” so our thoughts should be Next time in heaven. Holy Communion is our appetizer while waiting for the banquet. The fulfillment of prophecies today should cause our focus to be on the future. Being prepared and having the blood applied is more important than anything.
 
   In the Christian Passover, we look forward to a family meal. Sharing a meal is a bonding of friendship. The Lord’s table reaches around the globe to His Church in all nations. Dissension does not belong at the Lord’s table. This moment of reflection is paradoxical because we are satisfied with Christ, yet we are not satisfied because we want to be with him.
 
   According to Revelation 19:9, “Blessed are they which are called unto the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.” The only way to be invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb is to be a part of the bride of
 
   Christ. It’s because of what Jesus has done that we are able to come to this table.
 
   Holy Communion: A Holy Memorial (Exodus 12:11–14)
 
   A Holy memorial reminds us that Jesus instituted it (1 Corinthians 11:23–24), it reminds us to keep looking to Christ for our com- fort and assurance (1 Corinthians 11:24, 26). This Holy sacrament is set forth by divine authority - Christ. When we take communion together as a spiritual family we have blessed fellowship (Hebrews 10:25). Because we are partaking of the broken bread, it produces physical health and healing, and because we partake of the cup of blessing we can partake of God’s blessing (1 Corinthians 10:16). We are qualified to receive God’s blessings through the celebration of the covenant of grace in Holy Communion.
 
   Proclamation (1 Corinthians 11:25–26)
 
   Proclaim means to shout out publicly that Christ died on the cross for the salvation of the world. Through Isaiah’s prophecies, early Jewish Christians understood the broken body and shed blood of the Lamb (Isaiah 53:7).
 
   It proclaims Christ’s sacrifice (Isaiah 53; 1 Peter 1:18–19). Peter got a hold of the revelation that the Messiah had come and that his blood had been shed for their redemption. It was the shed blood of Jesus that provided remission of our sins (Colossians 1:14). It proclaims Christ the Savior of mankind ( John 12:32; Romans 5:8). Jesus said, “If I be lifted up ... I will draw all men unto Me” ( John 12:32). The opportunity to receive salvation is extended to all. It proclaims to the world, “I have life, and I have it more abundantly” ( John 10:10).
 
   Believing Participation
 
   Believing participation means we are not just spectators at the Lord’s table. We eat and drink in faith, believing that our sins are forgiven; we eat with a attitude of gratitude, as we eat we are making an action of faith that tells the world that Jesus died for all of our sins and he is coming back again. Participation requires faith.
 
    
 
   Promised Glory and Hope
 
   The table represents the promise hope of one day sitting with him at the great marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelations 3:21, 1 Corinthians 11:26). We are waiting with anticipation for his coming (1 Thessalonians 4:15–17). Holy Communion represents so much, and it is so full of promise and hope and glory that we can’t even proclaim it all. It is so full of promise I encourage you to participate in it often in a new way that you never have before.
 
   A Set Time for Celebration and Thanksgiving
 
   The apostles of the Lamb were a special group that Jesus chose to be with him (Mark 3:15, John 15:15). The Passover was a special time that Jesus reserved for a special group of men ( John 15:13). Jesus desired his disciples to celebrate the Passover by understanding its special significance. Jesus used the Passover to prepare his disciples for coming events (Luke 22:15–16). At first, Jesus’ disciples would not accept his going away, his suffering, and his dying.
 
   Jesus desires us today to celebrate our Passover because of its great and special significance. Jesus was the sacrificial Lamb (Luke 22:15, 1 Corinthians 5:7). Jesus fulfilled the old covenant prophecies concerning his coming and suffering (Isaiah 53).
 
   Jesus desired us today to celebrate our Passover because of his soon return. The Passover table pointed to Jesus’ resurrection (Luke 22:16, John 14:2–3). The Passover table promises Jesus’ soon return ( John 14:2–3 1 Corinthians 11:26).
 
   Through our Christian Passover, we celebrate and tell the world that we believe in Jesus, we know him, we understand who Jesus is, and that he is coming again. As we celebrate and receive the elements with thanksgiving, we relive our salvation. We realize that because he is the same yesterday, today, and forever we can accept our need met by faith in him and in the finished work of the cross. And so we celebrate him and give thanks to him.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 16
 
   It Is Finished!
 
   When Jesus said, “It is finished,” he was not saying we were with-
 
   out any responsibility. The new covenant is in effect today because Jesus has cut and sealed it with his own shed blood. Its benefits are active and still in force and in full effect today. We still have responsibilities concerning Holy Communion that are not finished until the Lord returns. In that respect, “it ain’t finished.”
 
   Is it finished?
 
   The redemptive work of Christ at the cross was complete ( John 19:30). The old covenant was finished, and Jesus sat down because the job was done ( John 20:17). After Christ rose from the dead as our High Priest, he entered into the most holy place having obtained eternal redemption for us (Hebrews 9:12). Jesus has given us a new covenant agreement established with his own blood (Colossians 1:12–14; Hebrews 8:6; 12:24). No longer is admittance into the holy of holies limited to an earthly high priest who has to offer sacrifices continually (Mark 15:38).
 
   Is it finished?
 
   We continue to have three responsibilities concerning the Lord’s table:
 
   •   Reverence (1 Corinthians 11:17–34). Paul dealt with the manner in which the Corinthians approached the table and rebuked them for their selfishness (1 Corinthians 11:23). They forgot the table represented communion with God, fellowship with one another, and their shared common bond. We never have to wonder if God has provided adequately for us! We reflect back with a holy respect on the awesome sacrifice Jesus made “once for all” (Hebrews 10:12). Paul rebuked them for their selfishness and for not recognizing their common bond as represented in the elements (1 Corinthians 11:23). 
 
   •   Recognition (1 Corinthians 11:29). Discern the price Jesus paid in sacrificing and giving himself. Discern the Lord’s body. 
 
   •   Remembrance (1 Corinthians 11:26). Remember Jesus paid it all—his provisions are still in effect. Remember 
 
   our common bond in Jesus Christ. Retell the story about how Jesus shed his blood and died for us.
 
   Is it finished?
 
   The elements point to the benefits of the covenant, which are still in effect today. These elements point to covenant relationship established by Jesus Christ. Jesus has made a way for man to enter into the most holy place of covenant relationship ( John 14:6), Jesus has made a way for the hopes, dreams, and mysteries found in the old covenant to be fulfilled today. These elements point to the benefits of the covenant that are real, fresh, and still in effect today.
 
   The barriers that kept us separated from a covenant relationship with God were removed by Christ’s substitutionary work. God hasn’t changed his mind concerning the covenant of healing. Through our partaking of these elements of Holy Communion, we are saying, “I will” to our responsibilities to the heavenly Father.
 
   Because of the finished work of Christ and our covenant relationship with God, we have a responsibility in this communion table to have reverence, recognition, and remembrance of the broken body and shed blood of Jesus Christ. As we partake of Holy Communion, rightly discerning the Lord’s body we can experience fresh new life, strength, and health.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 17
 
   The Voice of Blood
 
   And the LORD said unto Cain, Where [is] Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: [Am] I my brother’s keeper? And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground.
 
   Genesis 4:9–10 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of
 
   sprinkling, that speaketh better things than [that of ] Abel. Hebrews 12:24
 
   The blood of Jesus speaks of better things than that of Abel. The blood of Jesus has something to say to you today. Just as different objects speak in a figurative sense, the blood of Jesus speaks for you and to you. The blood of Jesus speaks and pleads on our behalf to God and to the devil. Abel’s blood spoke on behalf of the innocent victim for justice, but the blood of Jesus speaks on the behalf of the guilty sinner for mercy and salvation. It also speaks on behalf of the believer for healing, protection, provision or any other promise of God. It is important that the blood of Jesus speaks for you because there are many things in this world speaking against you: Adam’s sin, your own sins of the past, the law of sin and death, the curse of the law, sickness and disease, poverty and lack, condemnation, and Satan the accuser are speaking against you.
 
   We need to know the better things that the blood of Jesus speaks. The cup of blessing at communion represents the blood of Jesus. When you stand before God, who will speak on your behalf, and who will defend you in this life against all the evil, sin and death? Let Jesus Christ and his powerful blood speak on your behalf and to your defense.
 
   With these thoughts in mind, use your imagination and attend a courtroom trial with me. In this courtroom YOU are on trial!
 
   The trial is significant, as a member of the human race - you are the defendant on trial. Satan, the accuser of the brethren, is the prosecuting attorney. Jesus is your defense attorney, and God almighty is the judge.
 
   1 John 2:1–2: My little children, these things write I unto you that ye may not sin. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the whole world.
 
   Thayer Definition: Advocate
 
   1) summoned, called to one’s side, especially called to one’s aid a) one who pleads another’s cause before a judge, a pleader, counsel for defense, legal assistant, an advocate b) one who pleads another’s cause with one, an intercessor
 
    
 
   (1) of Christ in his exaltation at God’s right hand, Representing us to God the Father for the forgiveness of our sins c) a helper, aid, assistant
 
   Now is come the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren (Satan) is cast down, who accuseth them before our God (the Judge) day and night. And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb, and because of the word of their testimony ... (because of the courtroom testimony of what the blood of Jesus has done for them!)
 
   Revelations 12:10–11
 
   The prosecuting attorney brings serious charges and accusations against you (and you know that most of them are true). These charges carry an eternal consequence. The charges indicate that this trial is also a custody battle and an inheritance dispute. The inheritance that rightly belongs to you is in jeopardy of being lost because of these charges against you.
 
   For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God.  Romans 3:23
 
   Cold sweat breaks out, and your stomach knots up as you see the prosecutor with volumes of documents, talking and planning strategy with several witnesses in the courtroom. You did not choose your attorney, your attorney chose you (1 John 4:19).
 
   Your attorney squeezes your shoulder and reassures you that you are not alone. Your attorney tells you his legal services are pre- paid—he himself paid for them. Although the prosecution’s case has enough substance to convict you, your attorney tells you he has never lost a case where he’s been allowed to represent a client. But all those who have chosen other defense representation have lost. Your attorney informs you: “by the way, the judge is also my Dad.”
 
   The witnesses are called, the prosecutor calls “Your Past” as his chief witness, followed by “Condemnation, Guilt, and Shame.” He brings forth what he calls “indisputable evidence of your guilt on all counts worthy of everlasting judgment and punishment,” and demands that you suffer and pay the consequences of death (Romans 6:23). Your attorney reassures you that he has something as evidence for your defense—on the table covered with white linen—this thing can also speak better things about you. Your attorney approaches the bench: “Your Honor, I have a witness who will make the testimonies of my client’s past obsolete, so much so that their words will be stricken from the records. I plead the blood of Jesus!! I call “The Cup of Blessing” (Hebrews 9:16–22; Matthew 20:28; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Exodus 12:13, 22–23).
 
   The judge sees the blood as proof and understands and agrees with the testimony. He causes judgment to pass over you at this point, and “Your Past” exits. The verdict is given, the gavel falls. You are pronounced just, righteous, not guilty (just-as-if-you’ve-never- sinned) case closed!
 
   He declared us not guilty because of his great kindness Titus 3:7
 
   The prosecution is furious and tries to argue, but the judge has already made his decision. The penalty has been taken care of; the blood was enough proof that the penalties were paid in full! The security guards gather together to escort the prosecuting attorney out of the courtroom.
 
   But by this time, the prosecutor has fled from the courtroom, along with the consequences of “Sickness and Disease” and “Poverty and Lack” and “Guilt and Condemnation,” and death itself.
 
   As we come to the Lord’s table, we need to know the better things that the blood of Jesus speaks of. The cup of blessing and the bread have a message and a testimony. As we partake, we set ourselves in agreement with the message. When you stand before God, let Jesus Christ and his blood speak on your behalf?
 
   He saved us, not because of the good things we did, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins and gave us a new life through the Holy Spirit. He generously poured out the Spirit upon us because of what Jesus Christ our Savior did. He declared
 
   us not guilty because of his great kindness.
 
   Titus 3:5–7
 
   Always thanking the Father, who has enabled you to share the inheritance that belongs to God’s holy people, who live in the light. For he has rescued us from the one who rules in the kingdom of darkness, and he has brought us into the Kingdom of his dear Son. God has purchased our freedom with his blood and has forgiven all our sins.
 
   Colossians 1:12–14 (nlt)
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   A PRAYER OF REPENTANCE AND SALVATION
 
   Dear Lord, I know I have sinned and done wrong. I am willing to turn away from those sins and do whatever you ask me to do. I know that you died on the cross for me and I believe that you were raised from the dead. I ask you to come into my heart and life today and take control. Please forgive me of my sins and help me turn completely toward you. I confess that Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior now, and I receive the free gift of Eternal Life right now and I receive Salvation today by the Grace of God.  If I died today, I know I would go to heaven to be with you. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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   Being a New Creation in Christ means becoming transformed from the inside out. You receive a New Heart for a New Start. In this book you will take a journey into Spiritual Growth and begin to live the New Life that God has designed you to live.
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   Igniting the Fires of Revival will help you start a Fire of Revival and Passion in your heart. If your fire has begun to burn out then this book is for you as it will stir your flame up to be burning again
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   2 Timothy 1:9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began. 

The New Living Translation says it this way:

For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not because we deserved it, but because that was His plan from before the beginning of time-to show us His grace through Christ Jesus. 

God's Prophetic Grace has been given to you to finish the Race. God has strategically set you up to be in this Favored Generation, so be empowered by God's Grace and Prevailing Purpose to do what God has called you to do in this generation.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    [image: ] [image: front cover warrior's handbook] 
 
    
 
   Living in Victory is a part of your inheritance as a child of God. In this handbook called "The Warrior's Handbook - Living in Victory" you will have the Promises from God to help you walk and live in victory
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   "Throughout the rise and fall of the great nations in history, from the dawn of creation up to this present moment, God has thought of today and planned specifically for you.

In Prophetic Grace, Dr. Jonathan Doctor leads readers through an in-depth understanding of God's covenantal relationship with humanity. From the promises given to Abraham, to the immutable display of devotion on the cross, Jonathan takes you on a tour of the great blessings and assurances that God has given to believers in his Word. With an emphasis on the Word of God, Jonathan Doctor tells the story of Prophetic Grace. Readers will learn about:

- God's covenants and the details that make them so special

- the blessings that every believer has under the covenant
 
    
 
   - the promise of the Holy Spirit to enable successful ministry, to manifest gifts for the edification of the church, and to give abundance of life

- the spiritual weapons necessary to fight the powers of darkness

Today is the day that the prophets spoke about and longed to see. God has set in motion a plan and a purpose for your life and is calling you to join in his covenant. Will you find that plan, gift, and calling so that you can fulfill your part in God's plans?"
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   We live in a day and time where many on this earth have lost purpose and direction; there are numerous unanswered questions about this life, and all are seeking wisdom and counsel to find that purpose and direction. For us as Christians, God has given us answers for this life, as well as in the time to come, and they are found in His Holy Word—the Bible. Not only has God given us His Word, but He has also given His people the Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us in the right direction.

We may try to plan our lives, but at the end of the day, only God’s purposes will prevail. In Dr. Jonathan Doctor’s new book, you will discover the truths and blessings of living the new life in God’s prevailing purpose. As new creations in Christ—as new covenant Christians living in the new covenant of grace—we have the advantage of succeeding in the purpose of God on this earth.
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    [image: ]As New Creations in Christ we have a New Heart for a New Start. We have a New spirit within us. We now have a New Leader to follow. Jesus is now the Lord of our lives, He is the Master and Ruler of our lives; He has final Word and Authority in our lives. Jesus has given us the Holy Spirit as our New Guide and Leader until He Comes again to Make all things New on this earth. Reading this book will equip you to hear the voice of God.
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