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      Author's Note

    


    
       


      This little book came in less than a month’s time, in December 2011, as part of a precious work that God was doing in my life. After I shared the issue with the church, I decided to write a booklet to handout to the church members. While I was writing, the Lord continued to speak to me, deepening and clarifying the matter in my mind in such a way that the revelation I had on the subject grew and, consequently, the written material was structured and took a larger proportion.


      After some time I submitted the material to the appreciation of some precious brothers who encouraged me a lot with their comments and suggestions. I decided then to format it better, as a book, that could help a greater number of people in their perception and participation in the Body of Christ. However, I kept the text without much polishing to preserve the originality of what I received, and also the desire not to make reading very extensive and tiring. As a result, the text is dense and very short sentences express important thoughts. So read it carefully and with meditation, giving time for the Lord to speak to your heart.


       


      “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures” 1 Co 15:3-4


       


      Ricardo de Paula Meneghelli

      Piracicaba-São Paulo

      December / 2011
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      Preface

    


    
       


      We have been praying for some time, for the new generations, asking God specifically  to raise up among them prophets and apostles. Here we are in the presence of a man who has light and revelation about the old truths of God’s word.


      It’s a treat to read this book, both for its prophetic lucidity and for its theological accuracy. It is wonderful to see how the author traces out, from Genesis to Revelation, the beautiful story of God’s love in wanting to unite his spiritual and eternal nature with the “dust of the earth”, finally succeeding with the Incarnation of the Eternal Word and the emergence of the Church as “extension” of Christ.


      Ricardo is a profound biblical scholar, a dedicated man, and his clear, deep, but simple style is an excellent communicator of the mystery of Christ and the Body of Christ.


      When I first read this manuscript, it brought to me joy, admiration and worship. Then I wrote to Ricardo:


       


      “Dear Ricardo. I’ve read all the material. Congratulations! It’s fantastic. It is very well written and developed. Besides the excellent exposure of the word, I might add, as the expression of the Samaritan woman, “I see that thou art a prophet.” May God continue to give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of him.

      Amen.”


       


      I recommend this book wholeheartedly to every disciple and every discipler. I recommend  that you not only read it, but study it, meditate on it, and above all, live it under the anointing of the Holy Spirit.


       


      Jorge Himitian

      Buenos Aires – Argentina

      June / 2012
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      Introduction

    


    
       


      1Cor 11:23-29 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves.


       


      In this text, the apostle Paul quotes the words of Jesus to emphasize the importance of realizing the reality of the Body of Christ to take the Lord´s supper. This act of supreme importance established by the Lord cannot be done lightly without having understanding of what is being done, but with the due spiritual comprehension to the fact. In another passage, when speaking of the central role of Christ as the Head of the body, the apostle prays that God will give the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him, since the Body of Christ is not a doctrine, but it is a spiritual fact requiring illumination from the Holy Spirit to be truly understood.


      It is in knowing Christ that we will know also the Body. Christ is the foundation and essence of the Body. It is from him that the body is formed. It is in him that we become the Body. It is from him that the whole body fitly connected grows and builds itself. The body is of Christ. Therefore, we seek to know and understand the nature of the Body of Christ, having as a starting point Christ himself.


      May the Lord give you grace and wisdom while reading, opening the eyes of your understanding for you to realize the enormity and nature of the Body in which you are inserted.
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      The Human Body

    


    
       


      God is spirit, invisible and transcendent. There are no limits to his power and knowledge. He is holy, pure, majestic and eternally existent. Before there was the world, there was only God – unique, eternal and full -Father, Eternal Word and Holy Spirit.


       


      Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.


       


      The spiritual and invisible God created the physical world in which we live in. He has come up with the substances, galaxies, multitude of stars, and made the earth in a  special way, preparing it to sustain life. The entire vast and infinite universe was created in the physical and visible world. A plan that is different and distinct from the spiritual and invisible world.


      After creating the earth, the heavens, the seas and all that is in them, God formed man from the “dust of the earth”, that is, from substances taken exclusively from the physical world. So he formed the physical and visible body of the first human being, a wonderful work of the Creator, not yet fully unveiled by Science. Then He breathed in that body the breath of life, which is the human spirit, and gave life to man. The human spirit was not of the physical world, it was given by God from the spiritual and invisible, and as it was united to the body, it established a link between the physical world and the spiritual world, between the terrain plane and the celestial plane, between the divine nature and the human nature. The man was then a being created in the physical world but equipped with a means to relate to his spiritual and transcendent Creator.


       


      Gen 2:7 Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.


       


      (There is a third component of the human being, the soul, which defines its identity and uniqueness, which we will not address in this study – 1Thess 5:23).


       


      God did so because he wanted to have relationship and fellowship with humans. His desire was not only to form a perfect and holy people, as His image, but disconnected and isolated in the physical world. That was not his purpose. His plan was to form a people who would be submerged in a deep relationship with Him, enjoying His presence and fellowship, expressing His glory and will in the visible world.


      The man was then connected to God through his spirit. The eyes of the physical body could not see his Creator, but his spirit could clearly perceive His presence and, more than that, it could provide a real relationship. God could express his purpose and man, in turn, could spontaneously obey and do the will of God. Thus, the government of God was established on man through the spirit.


      When man sinned, seduced by Satan, and disobeyed God’s command (Gen2 :16-17), he rejected the presence, the government and the fellowship of God to follow his own path. Because of this, there was a rupture, he died spiritually and his relationship with God was broken. The link between the physical and the spiritual – the human spirit – was corrupted by sin and lost its function. It was disqualified, useless and dead to God. There was no communication, there was no communion; the divine and the human were separated again.


      This disruption has cast mankind into spiritual isolation and darkness. It came under eternal condemnation and subject to the authority of Satan that subdued it (2Pet 2:19). With this, God´s entire project was affected, for Adam, who was created to be the target of His love and fulfiller of His purpose, was ruined by sin and became the target of His wrath. The body of the man, lacking the life of God, also faced terrible consequences, suffering from aging, illness and death.


      Sin passed upon all men and their descendants.  Humanity, lacking from the life and the grace of God, walked through this world trying in various ways to address the absence of that spiritual relationship. Mankind went through many wrong and abominable paths, engaging with seducing spirits, servants of Satan, who took the form of gods or even ancestors, in order to keep humanity prey to deception – thus starting the various religions in the world.


      But God worked to restore his relationship with humanity and bring it back to Him For centuries He sent His word and His servants and prophets arose, announcing and proclaiming that He would do something new, something that would change the structure, the shape and the parameters of the relationship between the celestial and the terrain. It was something so splendid and wonderful that was never seen since the eternal ages and that would bring humanity to a level of involvement and relationship with Him superior to the first.

    

  


  
    
      2


      The Body of Christ

    


    
       


      Since it is impossible for man to reverse this situation by himself, God decided, in His infinite goodness and grace, that he would descend and reach the men to rescue the humanity and restore communion with it. He manifested His immense power and the Eternal Word came into the world in a physical body (similar to that of Adam, formed from the dust of the earth) and established a new relationship with the men through this body.


       


      John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.


       


      The Word is the full expression of God, the manifestation of His person, how He reveals himself and makes himself known. The Word of God – that was God, spiritual, invisible and eternal – agreed to live in a human body, physical and visible and thus reconnected  the physical and the spiritual, the human and the divine.


       


      John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.


       


      To do this work, God did not choose between the humans someone who was perfect, or better than the others, but He made this human being, a new human being. He supernaturally generated in Mary’s womb the body of Christ. Through the Holy Spirit, He took a human cell – physical and visible, dust of the earth – and supernaturally created a second cell; united, blessed and sanctified, thus forming the body of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God:


       


      Luke 1:31-35 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be calledthe Son of God.


       


      Mankind was accepted into the body of Christ


      In the womb of Mary, Christ’s body was being formed and a new humanity arose. In this body, the Word accepted the sinful humanity, assuming human nature, the likeness of the sinful flesh. He emptied himself of his glory, left the worship and praise of the multitudes of heavenly angels, and took upon Himself our pains, our infirmities, our limitations and sins, without however committing any sin (Isa 53:5-6, 2Cor 5:21, Heb 4:15). He was perfectly man and the perfect man, for he was a new human being.


       


      Phil 2:6-8 Who, being in very nature God,  did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death - even death on a cross!


       


      Rom 8:3 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh,God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh.


       


      This is the origin of the Body of Christ; not at Pentecost, but in the womb of Mary. This is the nature of the Body of Christ: the very body of Christ. When the Word took upon himself this new mankind generated by the Spirit, God merged into the body of Jesus of Nazareth, the divine and the human in indissoluble union. In Him, heaven and earth were linked because the Word “dressed up” the human nature in the physical body of Jesus of Nazareth, from his first cell in the womb of Mary.


      A boy, then, was born in this world. The Word of God came to the light of the world in the body of a baby. A miracle that made the heavenly regions vibrate with joy, praise and joy.


       


      Heb 1:5 You are my Son, today I have become your Father? Or again: I will be his Father, and he will be my Son? And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says:  Let all God’s angels worship him.


       


      Luke 2:13-14 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests


       


      Glory to God in the heavens and on earth peace to men, since God and men, the celestial and terrain, the physical and the spiritual, united in the body of Christ!


       The Holy Spirit came upon the body of Christ.


      The boy from Bethlehem grew up in Nazareth, was strengthened and became adult. When John the Baptist was baptizing sinners at the Jordan River, Jesus went to him to be baptized too. John probably knew Jesus, as they were cousins, but did not know Christ (John 1:31-32). The signal to identify the Christ among all who came to him for baptism would be “the Holy Spirit descending like a dove.”


       


      Luke 3:21-22 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”


       


      The physical body of Jesus of Nazareth descended into the waters of the Jordan and was baptized by John. After leaving the water, while he was praying, the Holy Spirit of God descended upon Him fulfilling the promise made to John the Baptist. So he was the Christ, the Anointed One of God. In this act, Jesus was fully identifying himself with sinful humanity to fulfill all righteousness. He had no sin but was made as a sinner and was baptized. Only after that time, Jesus began his ministry on earth performing miracles, teaching, casting out demons, healing diseases, among many other things.


       


      Acts 10:37-38 You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.


       


      The same Spirit who hovered over the face of the waters at the beginning of creation, with power, now came to anoint the body of Jesus. The body of Christ filled with the Holy Spirit began to move around the world to do the Father’s will and destroy the works of Satan.


      The body of Christ was God’s temple


      For many years in the old days, the temple of Jerusalem was the point of God’s presence on earth among men, but not all men. Only a few of the chosen people could relate to him, and yet even this was still in an exterior way, through laws and rituals. Truly, God hardly spoke to the people and manifested himself.


      Jesus once entered this same temple of Jerusalem and saw merchants selling animals for sacrifice. The trade in the temple of God made Jesus angry with the whole situation and started to drive them away. When the Jews questioned his authority to do this he replied:


       


      John 2:19-21 Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days. They replied: It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days? But the temple he had spoken of was his body.


       


      From this statement, we see that the body of Christ was the true sanctuary, the true temple of God, the tabernacle of the Eternal Word. As the temple and the tabernacle of the Jews, the body of Christ was the point of contact which established the presence of God among his people. God dwelt in him and expressed himself to the world.


      When David wanted to build a house for God to dwell (a temple), God said through the prophet Nathan: “you shall not build me a house.”


       


      1Chr 17:11-14 When your days are over and you go to be with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, one of your own sons, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for me, and I will establish his throne forever. I will be his father, and he will be my son. I will never take my love away from him, as I took it away from your predecessor. I will set him over my house and my kingdom forever; his throne will be established forever.


       


      In this prophecy, the Lord said to David that one of his descendants would build him a house (or temple), that it would be confirmed forever, eternal and would never be destroyed. Solomon, David’s son, built the first temple in Jerusalem, according to the instructions left by his father, but this temple was destroyed and did not prevail. The prophecy, however, stood awaiting its fulfillment until the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, the son of David. In Him, God made himself a temple in His body, an eternal temple that not even death could destroy.


      God acted through the body of Christ


      Through the physical body of Jesus, God was present in this world acting, talking with people, listening, seeing the distressed and performing miracles. It was the means by which the divine was related to the human and the human with the divine. God could touch people through the body of Christ.


       


      John 14:10-11 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.


       


      What happened when the body of Christ, filled with the Holy Spirit touched the sick and demon-possessed? From the Body of Christ flowed power! God acted through it!


       


      Jesus laid his hands on the sick and healed them. The bleeding woman touched his garment and was healed. He made mud with his hands and opened the eyes of the blind. With these same hands he broke the loaves and fed a multitude. Mary bestowed upon him a rare perfume, washed and wiped His feet with her hair. Judas betrayed him with a kiss on the cheek. All this required the physical presence of Jesus, the body of Christ, in which God interacted with men and women of this world.


       


      2Cor 5:19 God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ


       


      The tears that ran from the face of Jesus at the resurrection of Lazarus (John 11:35) are a sample of how the physical body of Christ could express what was going on in the deepest heart of God. There was a connection so deep that led Christ to tears, drops physical and visible that expressed the feelings of the spiritual and invisible God.


      One-on-one Discipleship


      The Eternal Word in human form was restricted in space-time, and the limitations imposed by the physical body would not let Him personally reach all nations of the world. So he focused his ministry on a small group of people, revolving and gathering around Himself, again, the “dust of the earth.”


      During the three and a half years of His ministry in this world, the Word of Life tried to shape this “dust of the earth”, this small group of people dedicated to Him, whom he called his disciples.


      Thus, the body of Christ became the foundation and the central point of the communion of the disciples. They were called by the words spoken through the mouth of the physical body of Christ for a personal relationship with Him. The heavenly call echoed in their ears, but it was a common man they saw walking near the Jordan and the Sea of Galilee and desired to follow. In Jesus of Nazareth lived the Most High God, the fullness of the Holy Spirit, but what they saw was a simple man like them.


       


      1John 1:1-3 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.


       


      They could see, hear and touch the Word of life because of the body of Christ. They saw Jesus in action, walked with Him, ate together, hugged him, talked with him, lay in his lap, contemplated His eyes, shared His sufferings and afflictions. All this because Christ was human and was present in their midst in a physical and visible body.


      They learned that to accomplish the ministry to which they were called, needed intimate communion with Christ and a personal relationship with Him. They learned that in order to enter the kingdom of God it is necessary to do the Father’s will,  and they saw in Jesus a human like them, living entirely to please God. He was a human being that pleased God entirely. This would become the main motivation of each of the disciples: to do the will of God as his master did and please God as He pleased.


       


      John 17:6-8 I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.


       


      Through discipleship, the Word was teaching, preparing and forming the lives of those people. He was one more time putting His hands on the “dust of the earth” and shaping it to make something even bigger.

      The body of Christ was nailed to the Cross


      For several times, Jesus warned his disciples that his mission here on earth would lead inevitably to death on the cross.


       


      Matt 20:18-19 We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!


       


      The Eternal Word had never faced death. He had never been subject to it because He existed eternally as God. Now, however, with the fragility of the human body, it was time for Jesus to face the cross and subject Himself to death. It would be a terrible thing, but the apex of the anguish of Christ was not facing death. He even talked about it so many times in his ministry. He even advised his disciples to lose their lives out of love for him, so how could he fear it? Death did not frighten him!


      But there was something disgusting in what was to happen that would be difficult and painful for him to bear, something he could not tolerate or did not want: all the world’s sin would be placed upon Him. The Word, holy and eternal, would experience sin and that was repulsive to Him. A deep anguish came upon Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane where He cried to the Father three times so that, if possible, that moment passed. The agony of receiving the sins of the entire world befell upon Him so that He prayed more earnestly: and the sweat of His physical body was like drops of blood falling down to the ground (Luke 22:44).


       


      - Father! Is there another way?! – He cried.


       


      Soon Judas came and betrayed him with a kiss on the cheek. This was the response of the Father and it was enough for Jesus. Thereafter he was serene, quiet and was like a silent  sheep led to the slaughter. He was arrested, distressed by men, beaten and wounded. He was tried, sentenced and led to Golgotha. The body of Christ was then nailed to the cross with nails running through his hands and feet. There he suffered until he died.


      In order to see that he really was dead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear and the body poured blood and water (John 19:34) – a reference to two important fundamentals of the Body of Christ: Baptism and the Supper (which we will see later).


      The new humanity that the Word took upon himself in the body of Christ was brought to the cross and in Him, the sinful flesh, the human nature, and all that he brought in his body suffered and died. So we who are humans like him were being tried, crucified and killed with Him, not only because God was in Christ, but also because humanity was in Christ. He took humanity upon himself and carried it to the cross and death.


       


      Isa 53:4-6 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.


       


      Mankind that the Eternal Word took over and led to the cross was punished in the body of Christ. The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and God laid on Him the iniquity of us all. Every sin of the world was in Christ when his body was sacrificed on the cross. The price for the sins of mankind was completely paid for by the death of the son of God (Luke 22:19).


       


      Rom 5:18-19 Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.


       


      The offense of the first man, who in his disobedience rejected God and brought condemnation to all mankind, was now completely forgiven by the obedience of the human Jesus Christ, who denied himself to death for love of the Father and brought justification and life for all .


      The body of Christ was resurrected to eternal life


      After death, the body of Jesus was buried in a tomb in the rock. To the disciples all seemed lost amid sorrow and mourning. But in the heavenly places a revolution was happening. On that Sunday morning, when Peter and John came to the tomb where Jesus had been laid, they noticed that the stone blocking the entrance had been removed. Entering there, they only found the linen cloths, the tomb was empty. The body of Christ was not there, Jesus had risen.


      Just as the Word brought humanity to death on the cross, He now carries humanity with Him to life through the resurrection.


      When all the world’s sin was placed upon Jesus, he received the payment for sin, which is death (Rom 6:23), but as he was perfectly holy, pure and sinless (none of sins that were upon Him had been committed by him), death could not hold him. He broke the chains of death and rose triumphant (Acts 2:36). Jesus submitted himself to death, but we know that Christ being raised from the dead, no longer remains in death; death has no more dominion over him (Rom 6:9).


       


      Acts 2:24,31-32 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him…. (David) Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.


       


      It is important to note that the fact that Jesus was resurrected means that the body of Christ resurrected. A different body, incorruptible and transformed – since it was not bound by time and space – could appear and disappear (Luke 24:31, John 20:19,26), – but it was still a human body (Luke 24:39-40). Hence, as the union of the Word with the human body is eternal, He took on humanity once and for all and opened the doors of eternity for men definitely. In Christ, Humanity passed from death to life. This had never happened to a human body. Even people who had been resurrected by Jesus returned to die because they had not conquered death. But with Jesus there was a different resurrection:  Christ’s human body had become immortal and eternal.


       


      1Cor 15:20-23 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.


       


      The resurrection of Jesus was only the first of this type because when he comes back, those who belong to him will rise, or will be transformed, receiving bodies similar to his.


      The body of Christ entered the heavens


      Before coming to the world, the Word was God and not man (John 1:1). But he emptied himself of his glory, took human form and came to earth in a human body (John 1:14). Therefore, the Word in the human body, after death and resurrection, is lifted up to heaven in his resurrected human body and is covered with the glory which He had with the Father before the foundation of the world (John 17:5).


       


      Psal 24:7-10 Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who is he, this King of glory? The Lord Almighty— he is the King of glory.


       


      The everlasting doors open to receive the King of Glory who triumphed in the battle: Jesus, the victorious King! And a human enters the heavens! Christ in his resurrected body, glorified and covered with the glory of God, is the first human to enter Heaven! He sits at the right side of God in all His majesty – Jesus the God-Man. When He came to the world, the divine was covered in humanity, but now, in his exaltation, the human is covered with divinity!


      This fact is magnificent and cannot be understood only with our intellect. Our mind has no parameters to imagine what happened. Only the Holy Spirit can reveal these wonderful things and which are unreachable for the eyes, ears, and the human mind.


       


      Eph 1:19-21 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.


       


      It’s so wonderful to think that humanity made of “dust of the earth” can enter into the eternal heaven through Jesus Christ. But that’s exactly what happened! The greatest force in the universe, the power of God, acted on the body of Christ, still human, and he was elevated to the spiritual world also becoming invisible, transcendent, spiritual and eternal. He became something tremendously more glorious than the first humanity, something that even Adam before sin ever experienced!


       


      1Tim 3:16 Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great: He appeared in the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.


       


      Jesus Christ, human, divine, dead and risen, glorified, exalted, and covered with eternal glory is the foundation of the Church which is His Body.
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      Humanity and the Body of Christ

    


    
       


      The wonderful work of Christ was not yet complete, for though He had ascended to heaven, humans remained on Earth, isolated and disconnected. The next stage of the eternal project was ready to run. All barriers of trespasses, sins and accusations had been dropped in His victory on the cross, reconciliation (or reconnection) could now be finally accomplished.


       


      John 14:16-18 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.


       


      Acts 1:4-5 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”


       


      While Jesus was living among the disciples, the Holy Spirit – which was in Jesus – was among them, living with them in the person of Jesus. The time had come, however,  for the Holy Spirit come to dwell within them. There was a promise to be fulfilled: the baptism in the Spirit! The world could not receive this baptism but the disciples were prepared by Jesus for that.  They believed in him and now just needed to wait in Jerusalem for the promise.


      After Jesus ascended into heaven entering the eternal gates, He asked the Father for the promise and the Father answered! It was time to pour the Holy Spirit and include humanity in the body of Christ.


      The Body of Christ on Earth


      Christ had worked three and half years with his disciples forming the “dust of the earth”, calling one here, one there, teaching, caring, building and preparing. As the body of Adam, formed from the dust of the earth, was awaiting the breath of the Creator to live, that little community of disciples in Jerusalem was awaiting the breath of the Spirit to be covered with power from on high as the Lord’s promise (Acts 1:4-5,8). They were in prayer, as Jesus after being baptized by John


       


      Acts 2:1-4 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.


       


      And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and God breathed on them the “breath of life”! The Holy Spirit entered into each of the disciples as Jesus had promised and they were covered with heavenly power, power from above, the heavenly places where Christ is. As happened with Jesus in the Jordan, the Holy Spirit came upon them and the “dust of the earth” was filled with the same Spirit of Jesus, also becoming the Body of Christ!


      The body of Christ, which had its origin in the womb of Mary, was now exalted and glorified in heaven forever. When the Father answered the request of the Son and the Holy Spirit was poured out, “He baptized all in one Spirit forming one body” extending the Body of Christ on earth, incorporating the disciples. Through the Spirit, God reestablished the connection of the earth with heaven, between the human and the divine. It was not only the connection of an individual, but the connection of a people, because they were all baptized into one Body and one Spirit. Jesus was the first, the basis, the head of the body, and now every disciple who received the promised Holy Spirit became, along with others, a visible and earthly extension of the invisible and heavenly Body of Christ.


      Those people had their lives transformed and gained divine power to witness for Christ and be like Him. This way, Jesus could move again through this world with hundreds of legs, arms, mouths, witnessing, healing, delivering, loving and reconciling people with God.


       


      Acts 2:42-47 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.


       


      Acts 4:32-35 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.


       


      The life of Christ spread throughout the life of each disciple, so that the community of disciples formed the Body of Christ on earth – human and visible. There was one heart and one soul because together they formed one body covered by the same Spirit. There was word, prayer, sharing communion because they were the earthly extension of the heavenly Christ.


      Christ in heaven, with all power and authority given to him, began to express them on earth through His Body – the Church – which was filled with His Spirit.


      The inclusion of humanity to the body of Christ


      How could all humans become part of the Body of Christ, the ones who came later, or those who were not there in Jerusalem at that time? The first disciples lived with Jesus and were prepared by him since the baptism in the waters to receive the promise of the Father. But what should those first do to include others, who like us, came after?


      Preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom – establishing the ruling of Jesus Christ on the person, as the absolute foundation for the salvation of life – is the first and most basic step. The faith resulting from this preaching and the repentance, by which a person changes his attitude toward God, come soon after. But what really unites a person to Christ? How can one be covered with Christ as He was covered with humanity?


      Faith in Christ starts two important fundamentals regarding our inclusion in the Body of Christ: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.


       


       


      Baptism in Christ


       


      The apostles knew what to do to bring people to Christ since the beginning. On the day of Pentecost, after the coming of the Holy Spirit, Peter stood upright along with the other apostles and boldly proclaimed the gospel. To those who believed in his preaching he said:


       


      Acts 2:38-39 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 


       


      Baptism was the means by which a repentant sinner was united to the Body of Christ through the Holy Spirit. Each disciple was covered with the same Spirit of Christ and became part of the Body of Christ. Therefore it was not just a water baptism, but a baptism in Christ.


       


      Rom 6:3,5 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?… For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his.


       


      Gal 3:27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.


       


      1Cor 12:13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.


       


      The Apostle Paul further deepens the meaning of baptism pointing to it as a baptism “in Christ.” The term baptized “into Christ” (eis kristos), means literally baptized  “into, to the inside of” Christ. This means that we were introduced, united, incorporated into the Body of Christ by the Holy Spirit and have become partakers of Christ.


      Baptism is not just a symbol or a confirmation of something that has already happened. Through the physical and visible act of being submerged in the waters, an invisible and spiritual reality happens: we are spiritually immersed into one body, the Body of Christ and we are now “in Christ.” Thus, baptism is our incorporation into Christ, or our unity to the Body of Christ invisible, transcendent, spiritual and eternal.


       


      The Lord’s Supper


       


      John 6:56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them.


       


      1Cor 11:24-25 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”


       


      Jesus said: “this is my body” and then broke the bread, thus establishing with the simple piece of bread a strong representation of His own Body which would be broken, divided, and shared by all the disciples. Like Baptism, The Lord’s Supper is not just a symbol or a celebration. When we eat the simple piece of bread, physical and visible, there is something spiritual and invisible happening because the act represents a reality. I’m not referring to transubstantiation (as the bread does not become Christ at the moment of the supper) but saying that there is a spiritual reality associated with the act, in which Christ is shared by the disciples behind the simple piece of bread. When we eat the bread, we eat by faith the “Body of Christ” and our body digests and assimilates this body in a full and real union with Christ.


      This has tremendous implications because the brother who is beside me is experiencing the same reality and we have communion with each other in one body. We are joined to Christ and to each other, because we are united in the same Body and the same Spirit. Therefore, our union with Christ also involves our union with all those who are united to Christ. Together, we share the Body of Christ and spiritually are one bread.


       


      1Cor 10:17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf.


       


      Rom 12:5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.


       


      Something similar happens when we take the cup of the covenant. By taking the wine, we are recognizing and strengthening the alliance we have with Christ, the covenant in His blood which was shed for the remission of our sins. For if we walk in the light and in fellowship with one another, His blood cleanses us from all sin. We are thus, reaffirming and enforcing, by faith in Jesus, what he gave us by shedding His blood: redemption, propitiation, purification, forgiveness and justification.


       


      1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.


       


      Thus, the Lord’s Supper reaffirms, feeds and sustains our union with Christ and with each other.
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      The Church is the Body of Christ

    


    
       


      All those who join Christ, are united to the transcendent, heavenly, divine, eternal and human Body of Christ and now also are the Body of Christ. Thus, the Body of Christ is not only Christ but also the set of all those who are united to him: the Church. Christ and the Church are one!


       


      Eph 1:19-23 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.


       


      Col 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.


       


      1Cor 12:12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ.


       


      The body is not a figure of the Church. The body is not an illustration that the apostle uses to make us understand. Note that the Word does not say that Christ is “similar” to a body with many members but says, “so is Christ.” Christ is the Body. Because we were inserted in Him, the Church is also the Body. He is the Head of the Body and the Head is not separated or disconnected from the body but is one with the Body – It is Body as the rest of the body. Christ and the Church form a single body. The union of the physical with the spiritual, the human and the divine, was eternally restored in the Body of Christ. He is all in all!


      Being in Christ means being in the Church which is his body (I think that it is already perfectly clear to you that I do not mean any institution, association, denomination, religious group or meeting place). You can not be in Christ without being in the church. The second fact follows automatically the first. When someone is baptized into Christ, he or she joins the Body of Christ which is the Church.


      What is the Church? The church is that part of society that is in Christ: those men and women who were baptized in one Spirit into one body, those who have Christ as Head, as Kyrios, as Lord, the Ruler of their lives.


      The Church is a people where enemies become brothers in Christ and where man in Christ is reconciled with God and with his brother. It is a great family where husbands, who have Christ as Head, love their wives as Christ loved the church and give their lives for them, where the wives, who have Christ as Head, subject themselves to their husbands, and where the children obey their parents in the Lord. It is a community where the disciples learn to love one another as Christ loved them. It is where families are restored, where there is unity, community, fellowship, family, peace, hugging of brothers. The Church is light to a world in darkness.


      All people of all ages who joined Christ Jesus form the Body of Christ, spiritual, transcendent, eternal and yet human. This is the wonderful people, indestructible and glorious, which God formed from His only begotten Son, where the divine merges into the human.


      Note that part of the body is invisible (those who sleep in Christ) and part is visible (those living on earth today).


       


      Eph 5:29-32 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— for we are members of his body. “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.


       


      The head is not separated from the body, but united so perfectly and indissoluble in one flesh. The Head and the Body are one. Christ and the Church are one – a new man (Eph 2:15).


      The physical and visible body of Christ


      Every person who believes in the gospel and is baptized in Christ, receives the same Spirit of Christ (Acts 2:38-39, 1Cor 12:12-13) and carries God’s presence throughout the world wherever he goes. Along with his brothers in Christ, form the visible Body of Jesus in this world.


       


      1Cor 12:27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.


       


      The church is today the union of the human and the divine, is the link between heaven and earth as the physical body of Christ was more than two thousand years ago. It is the Temple of the living God, the point of contact between God and men, the presence of God in the world.


       


      1Cor 3:16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?


       


      God is present in the Body of Christ. The body is His temple, built by the Son for His eternal dwelling. An indestructible temple that will stand from generation to generation bringing true worship to Him, in spirit and in truth, at all times and everywhere.


      Each member of the body is immersed in Christ and carries God’s presence. So I can experience the expression of the invisible God in the lives of my brothers. I can be comforted by God through a brother, and I can serve God by serving a brother. As Christ’s life flows through the members of His Body, we are linked to each other not only to receive grace directly from the lord but also through the lives of other brothers with whom we cultivate relationships in Christ.


      In the communion of the Body, the Church gathers disciples of Jesus in an atmosphere of unity, edification and fellowship where God takes care of his children through his children because we:

      • Are members of one another (Eph 4:25)


      • Accept one another (Rom 15:7)


      • Take care of each other (1Cor 12:25),


      • Advise each other (Rom 15:14)


      • Love each other (John 13:34)


      • Forgive each other (Matt 6:12),


      • Serve one another (Gal 5:13)


      • Honor one another (Rom 12:10),


      • Subject ourselves to each other (Eph 5:21)


      • Pray for each other (Jam 5:16)


      • Confess our sins to one another (Jam 5:16)


      • Take loads of each other (Gal 6:2),


      • Teach each other (Col 3:16),


      • Do not speak ill of each other (Jam 4:11)


      • Rejoice with each other (Rom 12:15).


       


      In the communion of the Body of Christ, we find harmony for our relationships,  because Christ is present in my brother’s life: I can see Him, touch Him, hear Him, serve Him, like the first disciples. I love, respect, serve and obey my brothers because they are in Christ with me.


       


      Heb 10:23-25 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.


       


      Therefore, no one should be deprived of the life of the Body because we are bound to the Head by the Body. It is not God’s will that we live isolated. We need to develop a close relationship with the other members around us to feed and be fed with the life of Christ, encouraging everyone to love and to good works.


      That way, the world may see Christ by the expression of His glory in the life of the Church. The light of Christ’s life shines prominently through the Church. A cathedral, a building or a meeting facility whatever it may be, can never be called the Church because the Church is people, the Body of Christ. Similarly, a cathedral, a building, a meeting facility can never be called Temple because the temple is the Body of Christ, the Temple of God.
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      The Body of Christ and the World

    


    
       


      The beauty of the living presence of the Son of God in the world filled the world with light, removing its darkness. People could behold the light of God in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, who shone in this world to establish the Kingdom of God.


       


      Matt 4:16-17 the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”


       


      The same happened in Jerusalem when the Light of God filled the Church with the coming of the Holy Spirit. All could behold the light of God in the Body of Christ as they proclaimed the truth announcing and living the Gospel of the Kingdom.


       


      Acts 2:40-41 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.


       


      Acts 4:4 But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about five thousand.


       


      Acts 4:32-33 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all.


       


      Like Jesus, the Church, the Body of Christ, continued to proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom, manifesting the power of God to destroy the works of Satan. They truly upset the world (Acts 17:6). The kingdom of darkness underwent major impact when the Body of Christ, filled with the Holy Spirit began to break ranks in the darkness.


      The Body of Christ is in the world


      The church is in the world but is not of the world, as Jesus was in the world and was not of the world. (He came from God.) After Jesus ascended to heaven, He left the church in the world with a specific mission. Here is what he said in the text below:


       


      John 17:11-18 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power ofyour name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.


       


      Matt 28:18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”


       


      The Church is the Body of Christ in this world, the physical and visible extension of himself on the face of the earth. His nature, however, is heavenly. All its members are born of God and are children of God (John 1:12-13). As the Father has sent his Son Jesus to the world, Jesus also sends the Church into the world with a task, a mission, a clear command: make disciples. Here’s why the Body of Christ is in the world.


      The Church is in the world to make disciples. Each member of the Body of Christ is a disciple and has the task of making other disciples. Each new disciple is a person who leaves the Empire of Darkness and becomes part of the Kingdom of God. Each disciple is someone who stops living according to his or her own will and thoughts and begins to live under the command of the Head of the Body, Jesus Christ.


      Being a disciple is to be connected to the body,  to be under the command of Jesus, to live as He wants and do what He commands. It is being in the realm of the saved, under the command of the head of the body and, consequently,  living to please God.


      If someone does not have Jesus as his head, he is not in the body, does not have the Spirit that was poured upon the body and is none of His. This is the situation of people in the world: each follows his own path (Isa 53:6), acts according to his own will and thought (Eph 2:3) and does not obey Jesus. There are so many people like this, even mixed up in the Church. But Jesus knows who is his disciple and who is not, who is connected to him and who is not (Matt 7:21-23, John 15:1-8).


      The disciples of Jesus proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom of God to the people, and when they believe with repentance, they are incorporated into Christ through Baptism in Water and receive the Gift of the Holy Ghost. From there, they start to live under the ruling of Jesus, the Head of the Body.


      People living in the world do not know God and cannot relate with Him. They are separated, disconnected and isolated in darkness. But just as the physical body of Jesus of Nazareth was a point of relationship between God and the world, the Church, the Body of Christ today is the physical and visible organism that can bring God to people and people to God.


       


      2Cor 5:18-19 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.


       


      The church is a nation of priests that has spread throughout the world to do the will of God. Expressing the life of Christ and proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom, the Body of Christ manifests the will of God to the world and reconciles people with Him.


      The world does not see God, but sees the Church. It is the responsibility of the Church to remain healthy, filled with the Spirit, sensitive, available and to go into the world to shine His light and express God’s love.


      When we express the life and will of God, we are able to bring salvation, comfort, deliverance, forgiveness or even disapproval and condemnation. But what will be of the Church if the world look at it and see nothing of God? Has the salt lost its flavor?


      The Body of Christ does not conform to the world


      There is a clear separation between the Church and the world. Just as Christ took humanity without taking the form of the system of the world – which rejected in the temptation in the wilderness (Matt 4:8-10) – the church also lives in this world but does not take its shape. The world does not enter the Church. The Church is in the world, but the world is not in the Church.


      The church is in the world, but does not mix with the world. It’s like pouring a little oil in a glass of water. Even if you stir the liquid, the two substances do not mix. They are in the same glass, but do not mix.


      In the city of Jerusalem there was the Temple, which was the point of the relationship between God and his people. Around the city there was a great wall which prevented the enemies from entering the city and to profane the temple. Similarly, the Church, the Body of Christ, the temple of the Holy Spirit, which is being built to be the heavenly Jerusalem (Rev 21:2,10), should raise their walls and not allow the customs, philosophies, fashions, preferences, concepts and everything that belongs to the world, to enter its doors.


       


      Rom 12:2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.


       


      In the above text “shaping” or (as stated in other translations) “conform” means “take the form, take the same shape.” The Church cannot take the form of this world, but take the form of Christ (Rom 8:29).


       


      Col 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces[a] of this world rather than on Christ.


       


      Satan has tried through the media, politics, science and religion to make many captives in the middle of the church. Through vain philosophy and deceit, he has trapped many in the style of the world. Many leaders have fallen into this trap and, with them, many people have joined the humanistic and worldly concepts, disguised as Christian religiosity.


      Currently, it seems that every novelty that arises in the world – whether fashions, music, language, philosophy, and even methods of management of people – is slowly introduced in the midst of the Church in the garb “gospel” or “evangelical.” The world is being brought into the Church and the mentality of the people is subtly and almost imperceptibly, following the lines of the dominant worldly thinking. The Body of Christ is being maculated!


      Each one, however, should first assess his own life. How much of the world has entered into you? How much has leisure, entertainment and the typical concerns of the world consumed your time? How much of your way of thinking or judging has been influenced by “politically correct” concepts sported by the media and society? How much of your worldview has been shaped by humanist and rationalist concepts and not by faith in God’s Word?


      But there is  “Enough!” being pronounced in the heavenly realms. There is a cry of the Holy Spirit so that people leave the sameness of their religious lives entangled by worldly things and turn to God truly.


      A battle is being fought in the heavenly places, and our part is to raise the fortress by the power of His glory, keeping our eyes on Jesus and not allowing anything that is in the world to mix with the Body of Christ. God is calling us to holiness. He wants people fervent, dedicated, consecrated to Him. He wants to see his sons covered with spiritual power and engaged in fulfilling His purpose. He wants us to turn our thoughts to the things above where Christ is.
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      The Body of Christ and the Holy Spirit

    


    
       


      When Jesus of Nazareth was baptized in the Jordan, the Holy Spirit descended upon Him and the body of Christ was covered with the Spirit of God. After his death and resurrection, Jesus ascended into heaven and poured out His Spirit upon the disciples “extending” His Body from heaven to earth and joining onto Him all who were baptized. That’s what happened on the day of Pentecost as reports Acts 2. The same Spirit who anointed Jesus of Nazareth came upon men and women “formed from the dust of the earth”, and covered them with spiritual virtues so they could manifest the life of Jesus in this world. It is the presence of the Spirit who gives the life of Christ to humans and joins them to the heavenly body of Christ so they are able to live as Jesus lived.


       


      John 14 :15-18  “If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.


       


      While Jesus of Nazareth was physically present in this world, the Holy Spirit dwelt with the disciples in the person of Jesus. But from the pouring on the day of Pentecost, the Spirit came to dwell within the disciples. The Spirit is given as a gift, free of charge, to each of the members of the Body of Christ and permeates, surrounds and binds the whole body. As He dwells in the body, it is not possible that a particular member does not have the Holy Spirit which involves the body.


       


      Rom 8:9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ.


       


      The Holy Spirit is to the Body of Christ as the human spirit is to the human body. The Spirit was given to the body which houses the Spirit, and this, in turn, inhabits that body. Thus, it is not possible for someone outside of the Body of Christ to have the Spirit of God for it is to the Body that the Spirit was given.


      The Spirit is present in the body to express, manifest and act through it. He is not a dumb idol (1Cor 12:1) nor a factory of spectacles and sensations. Its performance and presence are not just related to spiritual gifts and miracles. It acts in the Body and through the Body by its members ministering, teaching, consoling, converting hearts, prophesying, healing, welcoming, liberating, working miracles, exercising mercy, revealing the things in God’s heart, etc. Every genuine work in the Body of Christ is from the Holy Spirit. If it is not from the Holy Spirit, it is not a genuine work and not from God.


      Spiritual gifts


      The presence of the Holy Spirit in the Body of Christ gives the church spiritual gifts or charism for its members to serve God in spirit, each performing its function, until the completion of the edification. The gifts are as real and active today as the presence of the Spirit in the Body (the absence of gifts can mean that there are serious restrictions to the Spirit).


      The spiritual gifts are manifested in the Body of Christ giving it momentum and power to do God’s work, either to the world or in the building of itself. When the Holy Spirit is manifested in the life of a member, He communicates His gifts to him so he can heal, teach, prophesy, preach, etc. But without the Spirit nothing can be done because the gifts are His and are only manifested by the members.


       


      Rom 12:4-8 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with yourfaith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead,do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.


       


      1Cor 12:7-11 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.


       


      The gift is a manifestation of the Holy Spirit in a Body member. This manifestation is given to each member, but its purpose is collective, for the common good, seeking the edification of the Body. The purpose of the gifts is not to grant wonderful sensations and produce a lot of noise and agitation. They are not given for our own delight. They are given for the edification of the Body of Christ.


      We should not, therefore, think of spiritual gifts just being manifested in large meetings, full of excitement and music, but also in small meetings, in discipleship, in visiting the contacts, sick and friends, or even in walking down the street (Acts 3:1-8). Wherever may be a member of the Body willing to be useful to God, the Holy Spirit may grant him spiritual gifts.


       


      1Cor 14:1a Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit.


       


      Each member of the Body must earnestly desire (with dedication) spiritual gifts. This means that the Holy Spirit not only gives His gifts as He pleases and to whomever He wants but also to those who seek diligently (this includes prayer and service). The Body of Christ needs each member to participate in its construction and that individual must seek spiritual virtues to collaborate and strengthen him for this work – the gift is given to each one, but its purpose is collective edification. Thus, we should not get gifts for our own benefit and interest, but for what is useful for building up the body.


       


      1Cor 14:12 So it is with you. Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit, try to excel in those that build up the church.


       


      In the unity of the Body of Christ there is also a wonderful diversity, because there are many members, and not all members have the same function. Thus, the flow of the Spirit in the body manifests many gifts and each member can express diverse gifts, “because we have different gifts according to the grace given to us.”


      In Rom 12:4-8 and 1Cor 12:7-11 we find many spiritual gifts and each of them is valid and necessary for the edification. We should then be well related to the brothers who are around us and identify which gifts are needed to better assist them. We must seek earnestly the spiritual gifts (and we can seek and receive several of them), but one of them is named as the most important: the gift of prophecy. Through this gift God edifies, exhorts and comforts His people.


       


      1Cor 14:1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy.


       


      1Cor 14:3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort.


       


      1Cor 14:39 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues.


       


      The genuine gift of prophecy, emerging simple and uncomplicated among the people, purified of modern distortions and exaggerations, is a powerful tool for building up the Body of Christ.


       


      1Cor 14:26-31 What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be built up. If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and to God. Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said. And if a revelation comes to someone who is sitting down, the first speaker should stop. For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged.


       


      The Body of Christ is not restricted to the Christian Liturgy in the format praise- preaching-prayer-programming the week. If the Spirit is given the freedom to act, He will lead the meetings of the Church enabling the participation of all, acting in all and through all, distributing wide range of gifts that all may be edified. He will establish His order and not the human order.


      Let us list here some gifts that can occur in a Church meeting: psalms (or spiritual songs), doctrine (or teaching), revelation, tongue, interpretation, prophecy, ministry (or service), exhortation, sharing, ruling (very useful to leaders), mercy, word of wisdom, word of knowledge (or science), faith, gifts of healing, working of miracles, discerning of spirits. However,  it is one and the same Spirit who gives these gifts to the members of the Body for Christ to be glorified.


      The ministries of the Body of Christ


      The constant operation of the gifts of the Spirit in the members of the Body will produce in them a life of dedicated service to the building of the Church. Each member, with his features and characteristics, most often expresses a particular type of gift as the Spirit gives him. This is linked to the role each has in the Body of Christ and the type of service that he was called to accomplish.


      In the Body, we are many members, but not all members have the same function. Therefore, there are services that are for everyone and services that are just for a few.


       


      1Cor 12:5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.


       


      When we speak of “ministries”, we are talking about “services” (in Greek diakonias). The ministries are linked to how each will serve the Lord in the Body, that is, its function. The Spirit will grant the spiritual gifts necessary for each to perform its function.


      The operation of these gifts produces ministries.


       


      1Cor 12:27-28 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues.


       


      The above presents a list of ministries as a result of the operation of the gifts given to the Body. The ministries are associated with people, or the members of the Body. The gift of prophecy is given more widely and frequently to the one who is called to be a prophet. The gift of teaching is given more broadly and often to someone who was called to be a teacher, and so on.


       


      The Holy Spirit communicates virtues of Christ’s ministry to people that He chose to be his ministers. This is according to the measure of Christ’s gift which is given to men (Eph 4:7). So Christ is the prophet, in the life of a disciple who is called to be a prophet. It is Christ, the Master, in the life of a disciple who is called to be a master. It is Christ, the Good Shepherd, in the life of a disciple who is called to be a pastor. Thus, Christ himself is given back to the Church through the Spirit, in the person of men who He himself chose as His ministers.


      In the wonderful diversity of the Body, everyone potentially can express all the gifts, but not all will be called to specific ministries. For example: we can all prophesy, but not all are prophets, we can all teach but not all are teachers (1Cor 12:29-30).


      The role of the ministries will be discussed later as we deal with God’s strategy for building up the Body of Christ.


      Sanctification by the Spirit


      The Holy Spirit, who unites supernaturally the body to the celestial head, is also responsible for many different operations and revelations in the life of the Church. He communicates the innermost intentions in the heart of God to men.


       


      1Cor 2:9-10 However, as it is written:    “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived”—  the things God has prepared for those who love him— these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.  The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.


       


      In an intimate communion with the Spirit, a member of the Body can get to know the deepest of God´s heart, His thoughts and His will. This is of fundamental importance, for doing the will of God  determines whether we are under His government or not. We need to know His will (Matt 7:21). Even when God’s will is expressed in His Word, it is the Spirit who reveals and gives us power to obey it. This shows the important role of the Holy Spirit in sanctification of the Body of Christ.


      The Holy Spirit produces holy members. It is the holy presence of God’s Spirit in the life of a disciple who generates holiness in him and not his own effort. So the Spirit is given without merit, early in his journey, when baptized in water (Acts 2:38, 19:5-6). In the power of the Holy Spirit, a disciple can overcome all fleshly lusts, all his sins, all chains and strongholds that held him to a life that was dissolute, mundane and offensive to God. Because of the presence of the Spirit, victory over sin, which was impossible, becomes possible. Now he has spiritual power from God, given to the Body of Christ, so that each member obeys the will of the Head.


      Living in the Kingdom of God is possible only if we live in the Spirit. And if we do not live in the Kingdom of God nothing else matters, because we are in darkness.


      The Law of the Spirit of Life


       


      Rom 8:1-3 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set youfree from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering.And so he condemned sin in the flesh.


       


      The disciple of Jesus owes nothing more to the flesh. He lives in holiness and purity because he is in the Holy Body of Christ and has no pleasure in sin. His inclusion in the resurrection of Christ broke the chains of the law of sin that held him and now he lives a new life, free from sin.


      There is a new law governing all who are in Christ: the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. This is how the Spirit of Christ grants the life of Christ for him to live a life worthy of his calling.


       


      Rom 8:9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ.


       


      It is for this reason that the word of God says to all who have the Holy Spirit, you are not in the flesh! You are in Christ and in Him were given power not to sin, and in all obey your Lord, because the Spirit helps us in our weaknesses.


      The Fruit of the Spirit


      The presence of the Holy Spirit also makes the Body of Christ to bear the fruit of the Spirit in the life of each member. The fruit is a consequence of the flow of the Spirit in the life of an obedient disciple.


       


      Gal 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.


       


      The fruit of the Spirit is the character of Christ. Each of the above qualities is an aspect of Jesus’ character. Those who are in the Body of Christ, in deep communion with the Head, will produce, through the Holy Spirit, the true character of Christ.


      The Holy Spirit producing his fruit in every member of the body will raise on earth a people who are loving, kind, faithful, honest, detached from earthly things, full of the word of God, who give, forgive, reflect the glory of God and witness Christ among all nations.


      If you lack peace, meekness, love, self-control, or any other aspect of this fruit, it  is because of the lack of relationship and subjection to the Head, that is, the Lord Jesus. Such relationship will produce, through the Spirit, peace, gentleness, love and everything that you lack to be like Jesus.


      Everything comes from the Spirit. Our hope comes from the Spirit, our comfort in times of trouble comes from the Spirit, our strength in times of weakness comes from the Spirit, our peace, our vision, our preaching, our joy and everything else. Everything comes from the Spirit flowing through the body of Christ.
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      The Authority of the Body of Christ

    


    
       


      All authority belongs to God. As sovereign creator, He has complete control over everything created. Everything is under his government. He created the whole universe at once, making entire galaxies arise from nothing, instantly, by the word of his command. He is incomparable, unmatched in power and glory.


      A long time ago – even before creating man – God created a guardian cherub of extreme beauty who lived in the heavenly places, the holy mountain of God. When this guardian angel started to contemplate his own beauty, his heart began to fill with pride and selfishness and he, considering himself so majestic, wished to rise above the rest and put his throne in the highest place of the holy mountain of God. He sinned when he desired to be like the Most High, and take the place of God, rebelling against Him. Because of his rebellion, he was stripped of his beauty and perfection and thrown to earth along with the angels who followed him. He became the most evil of creatures, the enemy and adversary of God, Satan, the Serpent of Eden, the Devil (Ezek 28:13-19, Isa 14:12-14, Rev 12:7-13).


       


      Rev 12: 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.


       


      When God created man, He also gave him authority to rule over all the land, including the animals and all living things. Thus man, under the reign of God, rules the whole earth.


       


      Gen 1:26-27 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.


       


      Satan, then, in the figure of the serpent,  attacked the man and the woman to usurp authority over the land they owned. With his lies and trickery, he tried to generate in the heart of the woman the same feeling that had caused his own ruin and to overthrow the human race also.


      Sowing doubt and distrust, He created in their hearts the seed of the fall – “be like God” – and induced man to sin. When Adam sinned, violating the order he had received from God and giving ear to the wiles of the devil, he became subject to the evil and the authority he had on earth became of Satan (2Pet 2:19). Thus, all mankind, and therefore all the land came under the dominion of Satan. He became the prince of this world, the prince of the powers of the air, which has reigned and afflicted the world since then with his army of fallen angels, building for themselves the Empire of Darkness.


       


      Eph 2:1-2 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.


       


      Humans have become the children of disobedience and Satan the prince of this world, the prince of the power of the air, the strongest among the demons.


      But when the Word became man, the foundations of the Empire of Satan began to be shaken, because in Bethlehem a human being was born, with a heart and an attitude completely opposite to those of Satan and of the fallen mankind. In their selfishness and ambition, being mere creatures, men wished to be like God. But Jesus, being God, spontaneously gave up his position and became a mere creature. Being God, he became man, going through the opposite path.


       


      Phil 2:6-7 being in very natureGod, did not consider equality with God something be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.


       


      Thus, Jesus manifested in the new humanity of his body, a principle opposite to the one that caused the fall of humanity, and was born free from the domain of Satan. Realizing that his empire began to crumble, Satan tried to tempt Jesus by offering him glory, power and authority over the kingdoms of the world, to see if he could somehow bring him down.


       


      Luke 4:5-7 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. If you worship me, it will all be yours.”


       


      This is really a great temptation for a human being. That is what the vast majority of people search: power, dominion, glory and prominence. We should not think that only the great statesmen, politicians, CEOs of large corporations have this desire, but any type of person does. If that were offered to us, what would we do?


       


      If you were offered enough money to fulfill all your dreams, what would you do? Money is desired by all, at all costs, to provide power, success and glory: power to purchase anything, power to realize your dreams, power to conquer, power to overcome your competitors, power to do whatever you want. Jesus did not seek power, success and glory. Before coming to the world, He had all the glory and power as God and creator but gave up these things to do the will of the Father. What interest would He have in the profane glory of this world? That was garbage to Him. His heart was fully turned to the Father, so He immediately rejected the proposal of Satan (Luke 4:7) and started walking around doing good and destroying all the works of the devil (Acts 10:38).


      The last attempt of Satan to triumph over Jesus was the death on the cross. But as we know, the cross was the very victory of Jesus over Satan, death and the world. He triumphed over Satan and recovered all authority over heaven and earth.


       


      Col 2:15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.


       


      He boldly faced death on the cross and rose again the third day victorious. The Devil was not able to beat Jesus nor (change nor to or) death. He presented himself alive again among his disciples, and just before ascending to heaven, he gave them great news.


       


      Matt 28:18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.


       


      All authority has been given to Him in heaven and on earth! He is the supreme and sovereign Lord of the entire universe. The authority that had been lost to Satan when Adam sinned, was recovered by the Word in the human body when He overcame sin, death and Satan himself in the cross. He was exalted by the extreme power of God to the highest place, far above Satan, demons, angels and men.


       


      Eph 1:20-21 (power of God) he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.


       


      Having all authority, Jesus can rescue people from the Empire of Darkness and put them in His kingdom. Each disciple is a person who leaves the Empire of Darkness and goes to live in the Kingdom of God, under the government of the one who rightfully received all authority from the hands of Father. Jesus now reigns sovereign over the earth, the heavens, nature, illness, angels, devils, and men. Jesus Christ is Lord!


       


      Eph 2:6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,


       


      Eph 1:22-23 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.


       


      Whoever is in Christ is in His Body, the Church, and is under the ruling of the Head. Thus, each member of the body is in a position of authority far above Satan and demons, as it is in Christ, in His Body, all things are under His feet. Even if someone is in the “toe”, he is above principalities and powers.


      This happens because all authority was given to Christ, and as we were inserted in Him and we are His Body, we also received through Him all authority in His name! The Church is on earth, but as the Body of Christ occupies a position of heavenly authority far greater than Satan, his demons and the powers of this world. Jesus’ authority is now delegated to the Church so that it establishes the Kingdom of God in this world by the power of the Holy Spirit until He comes.


      No one has spiritual authority isolated, alone. But in Christ, in the Body of Christ, we have all authority: the authority of those who obey the Lord in all things.
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      The Unity of the Body of Christ

    


    
       


      The Church is spread over the earth, on every continent, in almost all cities and countries around the world. In some cities there is only a small family in a house, and in others, we find many congregations with thousands of people. There are countless Christians of all races, peoples, languages and nations (and some are still being reached), but though many we are one body in Christ.

      The Body is One. As Christ is one and the Spirit is one, the Body of Christ is also one.


       


      Col 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.


       


      1Cor 12:12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ.


       


      Rom 12:5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.


       


      1Cor 12:13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.


       


      Normally, people are accustomed to look at the Church only from the point of view of the congregation where they participate, but a congregation is not the body. Even the Church in the city – which is a functional unit – is not the body. They are only parts of the same body, or even the one Body. The Body of Christ is a universal unit and its local expression is only part of it. This part should not be separated or divided according to beliefs, doctrines and preferences, but should be in perfect unity and harmony with each other. Together, we are one Body; apart, we are an aberration.


       


      Eph 4:4-6 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.


       


      The Church today lives an anomaly. Just as a carnal Christian is an anomaly (an aberration), a divided church is an anomaly caused by human carnality. For although there is unity of spirit, our pride, selfishness, speculation of doctrine and lack of knowledge of God’s heart keeps us from the unity of the faith and, consequently, the unit in practical terms. Divisions, separation, signs and quarrels threaten the unity of the body and should not survive until the end because the Head will come back to snatch a unified church and not a divided church.


       


      1Cor 1:10-13 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters,in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul?


       


      1Cor 3:3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans?


       


      Nowadays there are so many denominations and divisions in the Church that the principle of unity of the Body of Christ has been seriously assaulted. Even within the same denomination, there are division, strife and disputes. Instead of using the Scriptures to move towards unity, we use it to find differences, disagreements and divisions. The human carnality uses sound doctrine in order to separate brothers from each other. The church should be separated from the world and not separated in itself. We must separate ourselves from the world and not from the brothers because we are part of the same Body, and we cannot strike it with our divisions.


      But when God looks at His people, He sees no names of “churches”, signs and organizations. He does not care so much about the theological correctness of the declarations and postulations of doctrines but with the heart we have and our position in Christ. God sees Christ and all who are in Him. These are the ones that will go to the glory of the Father regardless of the denomination to which they are connected. The name cannot be the flag to which we cling because it in itself is a mark of division and only exists because of historical separations that for centuries have occurred in the organization of the Body of Christ. The organization can split, splinter, change, start and finish, but not the Body. The Body is one. It is to Christ, the Head of the Body, we must hold, love, serve and follow in order to converge to Him and be found in Him.


       


      John 17:20-22  “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one


       


      A divided church reflects an ailing body, deprived of its full potential. The carnality and divisions are a bad witness to the world and must end before the Lord comes. We are to be one body, evidenced by our procedure and faith, so that the world may believe. Then the Lord will return for a healthy Body, united, and a holy Bride without spot or wrinkle or blemish.


       


      Heb 12:1-2 Therefore,[... ] let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.


       


      In this race, no one will get there alone or ahead of others. When we arrive, we will come together. Or we will remain pending until the bride is adorned and all trace of division and inequity is removed.
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      Building the Body of Christ

    


    
       


      The original Church appeared firmly based in the person of Jesus Christ and the teaching of the apostles and prophets. The Gospel of the Kingdom reached town after town as the disciples were scattered and caused great impact in the society of the time. The life of the early church was impressive, but even with all that glow, it still was not ready. It was in process of edification. Over the centuries there were many detours, distancing and Philosophical, intellectual, and theological contamination, but the work of building up the Body of Christ continues.


      God desires to see the church complete everything for which it was designed from eternity and does not stop looking after it and actively participating in its development. Through the Spirit, He is doing a work in His church, adorning it, preparing it and enabling it so that it fulfills His Eternal Purpose. There is a cry of the Spirit for a return to original simplicity, a radical separation from the world and a perfect alignment with the will of God.


       


      Phil 1:6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.


       


      The Church is not ready yet, but the work is in progress. We are in the process of upgrading and building until we come to the fulfillment of the purpose established before the foundation of the world, according to the will of God.


      The mystery of God’s will


      The will of God was a mystery that remained hidden for centuries, since the creation of the world, and no one could know it perfectly. In the pages of the Old Testament we could envision small beams of light that brightened some points but did not clearly reveal (Exod 19:5-6, Hab 2:14). Many prophets and kings have desired, but could not know this mystery (Luke 10:24). After the work of the cross, however, God fully revealed the mystery of His will to the apostles and prophets of the New Covenant through the Holy Spirit.


       


      Eph 2:13-15 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace.


       


      Eph 3:4b-6 understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.


       


      God has fully revealed the mystery which was hidden for centuries: the Body of Christ, the Church, in which are inserted Jews and Gentiles, men of every tribe, race, people, tongue and nation. The Mystery is revealed in the New Covenant. Jesus himself spoke little of this mystery, but worked hard so that his Church could arise, giving his body as a firm foundation for its edification. It was left, however, to the Holy Spirit the task of forming the body and then revealing the mystery of the Church.


       


      Eph 1:9-10 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.


       


      The mystery of God’s will is “to make converge” in Christ all things. The expression “to make converge” is a single word in the Greek text: anakefalaiostai/ anakefalaiostai , which literally means “to reunite the head” (kefale = head). The use of the word in relation to the mystery of God’s will indicates that he revealed through the apostles and prophets that He wants to make Christ the Head of all things. This requires a Body.


      This revelation is related to the rest of Chapter 1 of Ephesians, where Paul prays that his disciples have the spirit of wisdom and revelation, and have enlightened the eyes of understanding to know what is the exceeding greatness of God’s power, that acted in Christ, constituting Him as the Head of the Church, which is His body.


       


      Eph 1:20-23 ( power of God ) he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.


       


      The eternal purpose of God


      The Body of Christ, with its many well-adjusted members, is a large family of children which God proposed to build since before creating the world.


       


      Eph 1:4-5 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will.


       


      Rom 8:28-29 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.


       


      This is what God intended. This is His Eternal Purpose. He wants to form a large family of sons similar to his firstborn, Jesus. In the Body of Christ, we have the same Father of Jesus, we are children of God and form one family. This purpose is much broader than only to save people. Salvation is a means for God to fulfill His purpose that had been affected by sin. He wants to get people out of darkness, improve them, sanctify them, make them like Jesus and unite them into one family.


      The building up of the Body is the formation of this family. As the Body of Christ is built, the family of God is formed and His eternal purpose approaches more and more of its fulfillment. God desires intensely to see this family before him and, therefore, the building work must be taken very seriously. This is our calling: each member of the Body of Christ is called to be a participant in this task and collaborate with its fulfillment, proclaiming the gospel and building joints and ligaments until the work is completed.


      The Gospel of the Kingdom


      God wants to form this family congregating all in one body: the body of Christ. But He does not want to do it alone; he has the support of every member. Each of us is an active contributor of this work, and for this reason, he left a clear strategy to follow.


      The beginning of this strategy is the proclamation of the Gospel of God’s Kingdom.


       


      Mark 1:14-15 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”


       


      The arrival of the Word in the human body was good news, since it meant the end of the hegemony of darkness and the coming of God’s rule over men. Jesus was a servant under the highest authority, the Almighty God, His Father. Everywhere Jesus expressed the Father’s authority casting out demons, healing the sick, calming the sea, making disciples. Through him, God began to establish His kingdom on men to do His will.


       


      Matt 6:10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.


       


      Matt 7:21 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.


       


      To enter the Kingdom means to do the Father’s will. This was what Jesus preached from town to town, from village to village, and that was the theme of his teaching and his parables: “The kingdom of God”, “You must do the will of God.” If we want to have the same crop as Jesus, we have to plant the same seed that Jesus planted. The seed is the word of the kingdom (Luke 8:11, Matt 13:19).


      Every person who believes in the gospel must repent. That means stop living the way you want and start living the way Jesus wants. This is the fruit of repentance and clear answer to the Gospel of the Kingdom: I am willing to live under the rule of Christ, the Head of the Church. After expressing his faith and repentance, the person must be baptized in Christ, uniting with Him through the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38).


      Being part of the Body of Christ means letting the Head of the body direct and command your life. As in the human body no member acts on its own but depends on the command of the head, so in the Body of Christ no member is independent but lives under the rule of the Head. For anyone who is in the body, is the Head who decides what should be and what should not be, what to do and what not to do, where to go and where not to go, and so on. For those outside of the Body, such a life seems absurd, but for those inside, it is perfectly normal, it is the nature of the Body.


      Life in the Body is only possible as a result of the Gospel of the Kingdom, for it is this word that summons people to subject themselves to Jesus Christ as their Lord, joining themselves to him as their head, and abandoning the old life, which was independent and out of the will of God.


      The Service of the Saints


      Often people think that building up the body is a function of a few specially chosen for it. Normally it is understood that this is the task of those who are “in charge of the work,” the leaders, pastors, teachers and evangelists. However, this is not what we see in the word. God’s strategy is quite different.


       


      The role of the Specific Ministries


      In Chapter 4 of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, we find the ministries of the Body of Christ and the role they should play .


       


      Eph 4:11-12 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.


      The text relates five functions in four groups of people:

      • some to be apostles,


      • some, prophets;


      • others as evangelists and


      • others as pastors and teachers.


       


      These ministries are given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. In other words, Christ is the apostle, living in a disciple, which makes him an apostle. It is Christ the prophet, living in a disciple, which makes him a prophet, and so on. Also note that pastor and teacher are different aspects of the ministry of the same person. As a pastor, he takes care of the disciples as a shepherd cares for the flock. As a teacher, he teaches and guides according to the word of God. These four ministries are called “specific ministries” because these ministries are given to only a few people. Not all disciples are apostles, not all are prophets, evangelists, pastors or teachers, but only those to whom Jesus called and appointed to this function.


      Each of them has its own way of acting, but the common goal of these ministries as the text says is the perfecting of the saints. It is very important to understand the real meaning of the word “perfecting” in this verse, because it is what defines the function of the ministries. It is the translation of the Greek word katartismos/ katartismos, which means “right ordering” or ” put in order”. This, then, is the function of these ministries: the straight ordering of the saints.


      The function of the specific ministries is not building up the body, but the right ordering of the saints, that is, work upon every saint, prepare each member, organize the disciples, so that each one fulfills the work of his ministry.


      The building up of the Body will be a result of the ministry of the saints. Each disciple (or every saint ) has “his” ministry, and the purpose of the four specific ministries is to order everyone properly so they can fulfill their own ministry.


       


      The function of each member


      The Body grows under the authority of the Head and so is being built with the help of each member. It is the work of members that builds up the Body, but no one can do the work of God the way they think best. You must be under the authority of Jesus and well connected to the other brothers.


       


      Eph 4:15-16 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.


       


      Each part of the body, that is, each member is important and has its measure of participation to assist the body to grow and build. Nobody is out, all are called to do the work and thus the body edifies itself as each member performs his part. All are called to proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom so that more and more creatures become sons and daughters of God. And we are all called to care, love, serve and feed each other, collaborating with the progress of each member to become like Jesus.

      Till we all achieve …


      The Body of Christ is still in the process of building. There is work being done by the Holy Spirit in God’s children throughout the land, so that the body reaches the stature of an adult.


       


      Eph 4:13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.


       


      The Father, the Son, and the Spirit are engaged in this work and continue providing apostles, prophets, evangelist, and pastor-teachers to correctly order the saints, and continue to cover each member with spiritual power so that each one plays its ministry of building up the Body of Christ. This process will continue until the body is completely formed and built, until the body reaches the stature of an adult, stature of Christ.

      It´s Done !


       


      When completed the building work of the Body of Christ, the one who is the Head, the celestial and invisible part of the body, along with all those who have died and are in Him, will return to earth in a visible and glorious form, and the visible part of the Body of Christ that is on earth will be transformed into imperishable and will meet the Lord in the air. Then the glory of the children of God will manifest in the Body of Christ and “the glory of the Lord will cover the whole earth as the waters cover the sea.”


       


      1Thess 4:16-18 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

      And every eye will see :


       


      Matt 24:30 “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory.


       


      So the Church, the Body of Christ glorified on earth, will start a tremendous job with its Lord and … Well, that’s another matter.


      



      



      


    

  


  
    
      THE END
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