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Endorsements

"Matt Tommey’s new book gives the reader powerful insights
on how we can bring heaven into our lives as artists who want
to prophetically see heaven come to earth. He offers powerful revelation on how our identity can become secure as an
artist and how we can influence the body of Christ as well as
the marketplace through our creativity- I would highly recommend this book to anyone who wants to find their destiny as
a creative artist who wants to carry God’s presence through
their creative gifting."

Theresa Dedmon

Creative Arts Director - Bethel Church, Redding, CA
Artist, Author, Speaker

“In 
 Creativity According to the Kingdom, Matt Tommey brilliantly captures and unpacks the essence and practice of a vital 
transformational concept --- that creativity is one of the highest 
manifestations of the divine nature. Connecting the link between 
creativity and divine union unburdens the artist from the prison 
of perfectionism and the poison of personal inadequacy releasing them to the glorious realms of "light and life." 

Dan McCollam

Sounds of the Nations, Mission School of Worship, WorshipU/Bethel, 
author of God Vibrations, Finding Your Song, Worship Writer's Guide, 
and Creative Dominion.

"A good name is one of the greatest treasures one can possess, and our names proceed us whether they be good or
bad. By God's grace, I have found myself positioned as a prophetic artist in the earth. In the community of creative people
I have the privilege of traveling with on this fabulous journey,
a name held in great honor kept finding its way to me: that
name was Matt Tommey.

Now, after viewing Matt's book, I understand why! Scripture 
says, "We have many teachers but not many fathers"; this book 
is filled with the wisdom and insight of a father in the creative 
arts. The creative heart of our eternal Father resonates through 
the pages of this magnificent book. There is only one way that 
the revelation Matt releases through these pages is acquired: a 
long walk with Father. I encourage you to help fashion the budding young artists in your spheres of influence with this wonderful book of insight and wisdom.

As Matt so accurately pens and I consistently relate to those of 
whom I have privilege to speak, the enemy takes great pleasure 
in stealing your identity and twisting the purpose of your creative 
gift to advance his kingdom rather than glorify Father through 
the proper use for each gift given.

As you read this wonderful book, I encourage you to join with 
Matt's eternal intent in releasing the greatest company of glory-filled artists the earth had ever seen. I bless you through the 
Blood of the Son; may fear flee from you so the fullness of your 
gift can shine in the liberty of eternal love!"

James Nesbit

Prophetic Artist & Teacher
http://www.jamesnart.net/

"My friend Matt Tommey has written a rich book about the power 
of Spirit filled creativity. He addresses the central issues in every 
creative person’s life: personal identity and the creative imagination. It was with joy that I read Matt’s unpacking of creativity in 
scripture. It is a must read for the growing army of artists emerging at this moment."

Christ John Otto

Director of Belonging House and author of An Army Arising: Why Artists are on the Frontlines of the Next Move of God

“This is an amazing book! I loved reading it! Matt skillfully and 
creatively brings the reader to a place of revelation of who they 
are in God, and of the incredible invitation we have to co-partner 
with Him to unleash a creative flow of the Kingdom of God here 
on earth.

Not only does Matt cast such a vision, but he roots it in biblical principles and provides a practical step-by-step guideline to 
help us grow in confidence, skills and gifting.

If you want to see a greater release of the Kingdom of God ushered into your spheres of influence, then this book is an invaluable weapon to have in your tool kit. I thoroughly recommend 
it.”

Dr. Barbara Jenkinson

Director: Light and Life International - Scotland

http://www.lightlife.org.uk/ 

Senior leader: River Fellowship http://www.river-fellowship.org/

"It's high time that Kingdom hearted people make their indelible mark on society by standing in the fullness of the place
God created them for. If you have been searching for that sweet
spot in life, Matt has herein been able to define it for you and
described how to enter it. I can assure you that it's not an arbitrary position or situation, nor is it one of insignificance. Matt
has provided some powerful insight and some very practical
understanding that will help you enter the place reserved especially for you. You owe it to yourself and the rest of the world to
read and apply what he has made available to you in this book.
You'll not regret it."

Jim & Pat Banks

House of Healing Ministries Campbellsville, KY
www.houseofhealingministries.org

“As one who walks alongside Matt at The Worship Studio and
who sees the realness of his life and creative process daily in the
studio and in ministry, I am honored to speak to you of the richness he shares in this book and to commend him to you as a true
father to artists. His heart to see artists grow up into maturity in
the kingdom is a relentless vision he pursues with excellence and
kindness, continually giving of his time and energy - focusing on
searching after God in these matters and pouring out of the overflow that is within him.

Matt is one who is shifting the face of creativity and faith in the 
earth. His teaching is powerful, yet practical. His encouragements are activating, yet sobering. In this book, you will find the 
reality of Matt’s journey. The wisdom and exhortations here are 
not just something he preaches, but he inspires all those who 
are around him to believe and practice the principles he shares 
by living them out in front of us everyday. This is his real life and 
he writes honorably out of that ever-changing adventure. This 
wisdom will help artists to not only thrive in the kingdom but it 
will actually cause the kingdom to thrive through our God-given 
creativity. Matt gives keys here to access that way of life! Put 
them into practice. Believe them. Live!

Matt’s ability to gather and weave together people, vision, and 
real-life stories is an incredible gift to the body of Christ and to 
the world. He moves in a demonstration of love and power in a 
fabulous way that shines forth the very nature of God. His writing is no different. In this book, you will be brought into alignment with the synergy of God’s transforming power, having your 
understanding of creativity woven with every aspect of kingdom 
living. There should be no separation between our creativity and 
living as kingdom people. Matt lays this out pointedly by teaching the correlation between our creative life and the scriptures 
and simply by explaining how our journey as creatives must be 
infused with the very nature of God. In this book, Matt inspires 
us to freely receive and then sing our own God-given song - the 
song that only we can sing.”

Pattie Ann Hale - Artist

Author of Journeyartfully: Secrets for Living an Artful Life
Associate Director - The Worship Studio

www.pattieannhale.com

"This book is full of pure and simple truths. It's also full of amazing insight and deep revelation. I can assure you that you will be 
challenged and changed as you read it. Matt has simplified the 
deep things and shown us the depth of simple things in a profound way."

Ray Hughes

Selah Ministries

Asheville, North Carolina

“If the connection between the Kingdom message and creativity 
has always baffled you, this book is the key to unlock its mysteries.  Creativity According to the Kingdom calls on you to challenge your self- limiting beliefs, that have kept you from realizing 
your potential. If you read only one book this year on the Kingdom, sonship or creativity then let it be this one. You will not be 
disappointed!”

Sam Fine

Senior Leader, King of Glory Church
Asheville, North Carolina

"In his book, 
Creativity According to the Kingdom author Matt 
Tommey succinctly describes the relationship between art, creativity and the spiritual life. His accessible, neighborly language 
disarms the fear that creativity is only for a select few. Through 
personal study and stories from his life as an artist, Matt opens 
the way for everyone to discover our creative inheritance. I recommend this book for anyone who seeks to further understand 
our role in the world as sons and daughters of a creative God."

Stephen Roach

Author, speaker, musician
www.stephenroachmusic.com 

"It never ceases to amaze me how much wisdom and grace Matt 
Tommey displays in his speaking and writing. He is a true “father” 
to artists and artisans of every variety – igniting fires of prophetic 
creativity in each of us, and challenging all to dig deeper and 
come higher in our craft. Once again I am washed by his words, 
inspired by his insights and motivated by his material. I love this 
book. It is impossible to read without pausing time and again to 
meditate on the profound concepts and delightful revelations 
that dance through every page. It is an honor to run after the 
Creator with you Matt. You make it so easy to yield to His river 
of creativity, and submit to the process of becoming “filled and 
skilled.”

Vivien Hibbert

Author of Prophetic Worship and Praise Him
www.vivienhibbert.com

"God is undeniably moving around the world to awaken His 
people to their creative identity. Matt Tommey invites us step 
into a creative collaboration that will help release the realities of 
the kingdom of heaven in the earth. It's what we were made for!" 

J. Scott McElroy

Author, The Creative Church Handbook (IVP) and Finding Divine Inspiration (Destiny Image)

Director, The New Renaissance Arts Movement. 

www.JScottMcElroy.com

"Matt Tommey has a beautiful, fresh perspective on the nature 
of creativity in the Kingdom. He addresses the topic with grace 
and truth, and his lifetime of experience as a creative artist is 
evident in his well-crafted words. I appreciate his wise voice in 
this important arena in the church, and encourage every believer 
who desires a deeper understanding and release of their own 
creativity to read and be blessed by this masterfully-written work. 
May we continue to see the release of fresh, creative anointing 
on the sons and daughters of Christ in the Kingdom of God!"

John Parks, Senior Pastor

Freedom Fellowship Church

www.freedomfellowshipchurch.com

"This book explains the “good news” of the gospel, if you 
know you’re creative or if you haven’t realized it yet. We all were 
meant to thrive in the Kingdom here and now which you will see 
throughout the pages. 

“Matt shows you that you are a son or daughter right now. But
don’t just sit back doing nothing and waiting for God to bring
everything to you. Know what it is to be filled and skilled. To
use your creativity to bring the Kingdom and light and life of
God to earth. There is freedom you’ll find when you work from
this place of being a son and being filled and skilled. You won’t
be in lack. You’ll see provision come.

Don’t just wish that you could be creative. Know who you are and 
that you are in Christ. You were created to to be creative. Like our 
Father. We all were created in His image. 

We all need to step out in faith as Kingdom artists. Do you want 
to know what the abundant life is? Read this book and find out 
how you can start living it."

Melanie Griggs

Blue Jeans Worship
"Matt is truly a forerunner in advancing Kingdom through the 
arts. His word about a prophetic artist's need to be filled and 
skilled touches on an important subject that is rarely addressed. 
His biblical insights further prove that God desires His people 
to operate in the fullness of their inherited creativity and to ultimately thrive in all they pursue."

Janice VanCronkhite
Prophetic Artist

www.jvcartworks.com

“I met Matt Tommey several years ago when I was invited to 
to help do prayer ministry to artists who were attending one of 
his weekend retreats. I quickly realized that God had another 
purpose in me being there and was using Matt to sneak in a 
back door of my heart that had been locked down from years 
of frustration as a singer. With much wisdom and insight Matt 
gently spoke words of life and hope back into my heart as an 
artist. You will be inspired and encouraged as you read Creativity 
According to the Kingdom. Matt walks in his identity as a son 
with such confidence and as an artist with such assurance that 
it's as if he becomes a doorway for others to walk into the heart 
of their Creator. You can't help but experience the Father's love 
and affirmation after reading this book!”

Kristine Stroupe, Vocalist
Personal Ministries Pastor
Grace Center - Franklin, TN

“OMGosh! I knew this book would be a great read because I 
know Matt Tommey's work. I did NOT know that it would be the 
game changer that it is. Here's what I mean:

Matt clearly identifies the unique role that creative people play in 
the Body of Christ. That creative people were designed to think 
outside of the box. How God uses the creative person's imagination, a gift from the Father, to bypass the intellectual hurdles 
and protection mechanisms of the human mind to speak right to 
the heart!

This is a book that will often have the reader taking what I like 
to call a "Whoa-Break"; where the revelation that Matt uncovers 
causes the readerto lift their head up from the pages to simply 
say "Whoa!" out loud!”

Tony Snipes, Founder

ArtLessonsFromGod.com
http://artlessonsfromgod.com/

“In his book
 Creativity According to the Kingdom, Matt Tommey 
adds another gem to his already strong resume as a champion 
for the return of artistry to its intended domain. Matt clearly communicates to the artist in all of us in a way that is both challenging and compelling. Children tend to look like their parents. Matt 
shows the place of creativity in the teachings of Jesus and the 
seed of creativity that the Father has placed in all of us. This book 
is great for artists. But it's not just for artists. It's a prophetic word 
for all of us as "children of the CREATOR"! Thanks Matt!”

Tom Tanner lead pastor
Riverstone Church 
Kennesaw Georgia

"My soul has longed to read a book that could passionately capture my heart concerning the depth and power of God’s creativity, 
and impart the type of understanding into the ears of others that 
truly enabled them to appreciate and grasp the weight, impact 
and significance of Holy Spirit-inspired artistic expression. My 
friend Matt Tommey was able to do this in his book, Creativity 
According to the Kingdom: Connecting with Heaven to Create 
with God & Release Transformation.

I was created to be a poet, God’s oracle for healing and restoration. And as I am inspired, I grab hold of my oil pastels and 
worship into morning. Several key passages from Tommey’s book 
affirmed that every ounce of creativity in me, and all artisans, is 
purposed to give and carry God’s light to others – bearing witness to His immeasurable, all-consuming, transforming power.

Tommey challenges readers to see their artistic expression from 
a place of partnering with God as sons instead of the adage of 
being empty vessels that He simply pours into at will to create. 
Rather, he encourages artisans to see themselves as being sought 
after by God - just as Adam was when he named the animals in 
the Garden – to offer our unique vision, care and love into the 
creative process – right alongside the creator. Tommey sums this 
up by saying: “Artists are called to create with God, not just to 
create for Him.”

As I read through the treasure trove of this book, my spirit leapt 
as Holy Spirit continuously encouraged and empowered me to 
embrace my holy imagination.

While 
Creativity According to the Kingdom is immensely encouraging and aligning, believers can also expect to have many 
thought processes, denominational barriers and other religious 
ideas about creative expression and its purposes confronted and 
demolished. Tommey boldly presents creativity in such a way 
that prophetic artistic expression moves from “the-gallery-display-platform-to-be-admired” into the labor and delivery room 
or the believer’s arsenal of authority, power, prophecy and weaponry. For the prophetic scribe I prefer to say it this way in my 
calm voice: “Lay down the Easter speech. Back away from the 
open mic. Leave the movie scripts on the walnut desk and back 
away slowly. Slowly. Back. Back. Away. You don’t know it now, but 
there’s more to what you are doing than meets the natural eye.”

Listen, I have probably read every book on the market over the 
past decade on creativity in the Kingdom. None have been as 
progressively refreshing, timeless and as relevant as Creativity 
According to the Kingdom: Connecting with Heaven to Create 
with God & Release Transformation. There are moments of awakening and confirmation in this book that will release healing tears. 
And for those who have longed to identify with the uniqueness 
of the prophetic artist community, your understanding will be 
unlocked. The creativity of Christ-centered artisans has been 
wax-sealed between these pages providing a model in which all 
creative artisans – from scribes to visual artists to musicians - can 
launch or expand their journey through God’s heart concerning 
who they are and what they have been called to do. This, in my 
opinion, is what causes Creativity According to the Kingdom to 
stand out from the crowd.

Tommey’s passion for God, and true liberty for artisans and the 
arts is undeniable. He has presented us with a picture of God’s 
prophetic vision for the role of His army of artisans in the earth. 
He has outlined how they are being identified, equipped, prepared and moved beyond the confines of what the community 
of believers have previously understood. If you are expecting or 
awaiting a shift in this area, I urge you to read this book. With 
each page turn, readers will come to know just how much the 
culture of our faith is changing and grasp glimpses of the intricate  role  that  every  creative-centered-spirit-filled-and-skilled 
soul plays in the midst. We are living in an exciting time in the 
earth, as masters, like Tommey arise to guide this current and 
rising generation."

“Friends, I commend to you not just this book but the author 
himself. I encourage you to look up the word 'commend' so 
that you may fully grasp the true meaning of its use. Matt is an 
authentic, honest and passionate artist, author musician, singer, 
teacher and son in Gods kingdom and I have the greatest joy in 
calling him 'friend'. 


Theresa Harvard Johnson

Voices of Christ Literary Ministries
www.VoicesofChrist.com

He is for you! Every word is written for you, to encourage you, to 
exhort you and to cheer you ever onward towards the prize. This 
book resonates with heartfelt empathy, experience and truth. As 
I related to it so I know you too will see yourself described within 
these pages. 

As artists we wrestle with our many complexities and emotional 
waves. Matt's book is like a ship that provides a safe place to 
explore those waves and to overcome them with understanding 
and joy. And so, that is why I COMMEND not only the book but 
the man to you. Read, and be enriched!”

Linette Penney-Gainham

Artist & Director, Penney-Lane Studios
Ayrshire, Scotland

Creativity According to the Kingdom
, is an invaluable resource 
as you seek to use your creative gifts for the high calling of God’s 
glory. Matt Tommey has built a solid scriptural basis for the role 
that art (and the artist) has played from as far back as Genesis 
1.1: “In the beginning God created…” 

I was especially drawn to those parts of the book that reflect 
both the artist’s responsibility in developing his gifts and how, in 
being faithful to that responsibility, he is invited to co-create with 
Creator-God. Psalm 87.15 says “Blessed are those who have 
learned to acclaim you, who walk in the light of your presence, 
O Lord”. Too many people think that talent alone is the key to 
success. As the above verse says, “Blessed are those who have 
learned to acclaim...”

We are living in what has been called “The Age of the Artist”. 
God is using the artist in ways that we only dreamed about a 
decade or so ago. Prayerfully digesting the truths in this book 
will help you as you seek to be a part of what God is doing."

Bob Hay 

Executive Director

Karitos Christian Arts Conference

"In his new book, 
Creativity According to the Kingdom, Matt 
Tommey has gleaned many thoughtful and enlightening truths 
and applied it to living a creative, inspired, Kingdom-oriented 
life. Creativity According to the Kingdom is a helpful contribution to the dialogue of faith and the arts, one that all artists of 
faith will appreciate."

Manuel Luz

Creative Arts Pastor and Author of Imagine That: Discovering Your 
Unique Role as a Christian Artist 

www.manuelluz.com

"I don't know of any topic more important to the believer than 
Identity, because gaining a proper perspective of who we are in 
Christ helps release in us the full potential we were created for. 
Matt does an excellent job in his book of unlocking and releasing 
us to live our lives to the fullest and therefore having the greatest 
impact for God's Kingdom here on earth!"

Gary Hornsby

Senior Pastor, The River's Edge
Rancho Cucamonga, CA




Foreword

This is no ordinary book. There are great books on the Kingdom of God and remarkable books on creativity but this one 
blends the two great subjects into one as if they belong together 
(and they do!). My brief exposure to the life and work of Matt 
Tommey quickly convinced me that he was a study in creativity. Anyone who can take kudzu, the junk yard dog of growing 
organisms, and work it into a masterpiece is creativity in motion. 
If the reader does not know what kudzu is, please take my advice 
and do some research.

This kudzu illustration is apt and fitting of the overarching work of 
God in His Kingdom. I was captured rather suddenly as I opened 
the electronic manuscript. Though the book commences with 
kudzu, the reader finds a sudden opening into the Kingdom of 
God. Creativity issues from the Kingdom, God’s eternal rule.
Though mankind has lost its way, there remains in the most desecrated life vestiges of creativity.

We know God as Light, Power, Purpose, Father and Creator.
When the day is done it will be clearly obvious that all creativity 
issues from the Kingdom. This work you hold in our hands brings 
these two, Kingdom and Creativity, into union. One guarantees 
and expands the other. There is no Kingdom without creativity and no relevant creativity without Kingdom. Creativity is the 
ability to bring into reality and speaks of origin and purpose. Its 
opposite is chaos, the dark thread that is visible in a world that 
has largely neglected its Creator. What this world needs is a large 
dose of creativity, sparking a return to its original purpose.

Matt Tommey has touched this sensitive area with what could 
be the shot heard round the world, calling us to reality and 
revival.  From beginning to the end this work is a call to return to 
our roots and accept Kingdom creativity as well as a clarification 
of the real meaning of genuine creativity. Every chapter is alive 
with light and life. As Matt has reminded us early in this treatise,
“You and I are living in the greatest hour of human history.” He 
is right and we are flanked with brilliant technologies and shocking advancements in every venue of science while sinking into 
chaos at every level of human existence. The kind of thinking 
exhibited in this book is a call to behold the heart of all creativity, 
namely the reason for our existence to be found only in God, 
our Creator in Whom is resident all wisdom and knowledge, i.e., 
creativity. Surely the coming revival will be fired and fueled by 
such a change in our thinking as we heed the call to “Repent for 
the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand (Matthew 3:2).” Thanks, Matt 
for this massive wake up call!

Jack Taylor, President,
Dimensions Ministries
Melbourne, Florida





Introduction

There’s no denying it. Today, the game changes. Why?  Because
you see my friend, the essence of the Kingdom of God is based
in God’s desire to involve you and I – His sons and daughters

– in His divine creative process. It’s not about behavior modification, it’s not about doing this or that for God, measuring up
or even living a ‘good Christian life.”  Rather, it’s about connecting with the very atmosphere of the heavenly realm that lives
in each believer and releasing that nature – God’s nature - into
the earth through our unique creative expression. Whether you
find yourself in the marketplace as an entrepreneur or business
person, in full-time or part-time vocational ministry, the military,
education, a homemaker, an artist or a young person just starting out on your life’s journey this book will reorient your thinking to how the Kingdom should be lived out in a very practical
and authentic way.

I can remember in days gone by the pressure of feeling like I 
needed to conform to some sort of religious stereotype. You may 
feel the same way even now, like nobody really understands who 
you are, what your unique life calling is or how it fits in the body 
of Christ. The truth is my friend, most of the frustration believers 
face today when it comes to their calling comes from a place of 
trying to make it all fit within the four walls of the church. Truth be 
told, only about 1% of people are really called to vocational ministry within the local church. The rest of us are called to be in the 
marketplace, releasing the light and life of the Kingdom every 
day through our unique creative expression. So whether that’s 
business or art, family or finance you have the divine opportunity 
to align yourself today with the purposes of the Kingdom, see 
God start moving through you like never before and watch as the 
abundance of our Father overtakes you. 

If you can’t already tell, I’m really excited that you’re about to 
start reading this book!  God’s about to rock your world, change 
your paradigm for life and ministry and bring you into the fullness of what Kingdom creativity is all about. Have fun!







Chapter 1

Life-Givers in Culture

Several years ago I had a trunk show at a local gallery. As was 
customary, I set up a display of my sculptural baskets and was 
engaged in making one while people came into the gallery that 
evening. I enjoyed their questions and comments on my work. 
As you can imagine, you never know what people are going to 
say; from cheesy comments like “Oh, I guess all those underwater basket weaving classes paid off, huh?” to “I’m glad somebody finally found something to do with that kudzu!” (Kudzu is 
the southern invasive vine that I use to make my baskets; it can 
grow twelve to sixteen inches a day.) However, this evening was 
different.

As I sat there weaving and enjoying my glass of wine, a gentleman walked up to one of my baskets. He was definitely into 
my work and I could tell he was enthralled with one particular 
piece. That is when it happened. He turned to me with a look 
of astonishment on his face and said, in reference to the basket, 
“It’s like the hands of God are reaching out to me saying He’s 
got everything under control!” WOW! I was blown away and all I 
could say was “Well, yes sir, it is!” It was then I realized that these 
baskets I make are created for more. I was created for more and 
that “more” I’m talking about is called “releasing the power of 
the Kingdom.”

Can you imagine a life of constant communion with the Holy 
Spirit? Inspired, creative and fruitful in everything you put your 
hand to with no worry about provision or calling? Sure that you 
were walking in all that the Father had created you for and confidently releasing His love, light and transforming power through 
your creative expression? My friend that is exactly the life you 
were created for, and now is the time for you to start stepping 
into the fullness of your Kingdom purpose!

You and I are living in the greatest hour of human history. We 
were placed in this time and this space, with unique creative 
gifts designed to reveal something that the world has only seen 
through a glass dimly. Jesus talked about it with his disciples one 
day when he said…

Blessed are the eyes which see the things you see, for I say to 
you, that many prophets and kings wished to see the things which 
you see, and did not see them, and to hear the things which you 
hear, and did not hear them. (Luke 10:23-24 NASB)

What was this simple yet powerful calling that Jesus gave to His 
disciples and those that followed Him? What was this message 
that, when communicated with power, released freedom and 
birthed transformation in the lives of the hearers and in those 
who shared it? It was the same message that we have been 
entrusted with today, which is not the gospel of… 

•
Religion

•
Denominationalism

•
Get your act together or God is gonna get you

•
Follow the rules

•
Building lofty institutions to the opinions of man

•
Make a decision, get out of Hell, and then live the rest of your 

life trying to get out of this old world 
Rather, it is the transforming good news that the Father of all creation loves us enough to send His only Son, Jesus that we might 
have the abundant life He intended for each one of us. 

Embracing the Journey

One of the most incredible things about Jesus is that He gives 
you this gift of transformation and abundant life when you accept 
Him as your Savior. Not because of anything you have done but 
because He sees you through eyes of grace and beholds your 
finished identity and your completely redeemed and righteous 
state before the Father. This flies in the face of traditional religious protocol, thinking that we have to be prepared and ready 
to do anything for God. God does not call the qualified; along 
the journey He qualifies the called.

I know that if I had one chance to redeem the whole world in 
three years, I would have done things a little—alright, a lot—differently. Think about the disciples for a moment. This rag-tag 
group of fishermen, tax collectors and others who loved to think 
more highly of themselves than they ought; who misunderstood 
Jesus more times than not, and who could not even stay up to 
pray with Him on the night before He was crucified, were the 
very ones in whose hands He left the redemption of the entire 
world. I would have done it differently.

Luke Chapter 10 says that Jesus sent out other people in addition to the disciples to speak for Him with all the power and 
authority they needed to heal the sick, raise the dead and cast 
out demons. Later in that passage it seems those seventy souls 
were as surprised as anyone when the simplicity of their obedience to Jesus actually produced results.

The seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons 
are subject to us in Your name.’ (vs 17 NASB)
You see, back then Jesus loved to release the power of the Kingdom to those who were not ready. Not to be reckless, but to show 
Himself strong on behalf of those who love Him. This extension 
of His own divine nature proved it was His grace that produced 
transformation, not performance. He loved to work through 
those whom, on the surface, seem unprepared and ill-equipped, 
yet were simply willing to do the things they saw the Father do, 
wherever and however He called them. The good news is that 
Jesus loves to do the same thing today! He looks for people who 
will simply follow His lead, listen to His voice and release the life 
of the Father through the power of the Holy Spirit in whatever 
arena in culture He has called them.

Light Bearers

Our heavenly Father is the giver and sustainer of all life. He is 
Life and Light and in Him there is no darkness or death. Since we 
bear His likeness we have the opportunity to release His nature—
both light and life—into the earth. 

You see, the essence of your role in the Kingdom is to simply 
submit your life to the Lordship of Christ, receive the good gifts 
He has for you and co-labor with the Holy Spirit to release the 
life of God wherever and however He shows you. The results are 
up to Him. You are simply called to be a faithful son or daughter 
in the process.

Your calling as an artist, musician or creative person is much like 
that of John the Baptist. Apostle John described him as bearing 
witness to the Light of God:

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This 
man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all 
through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent 
to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light which gives 
light to every man coming into the world. (John 1:6-9 NKJV)

You, like John, are called to be a light bearer in a world of darkness. Since your life carries the literal life and light of God, it transmits power. That dynamic causes the enemy to seek to destroy, 
frustrate and, at the very least, sidetrack your efforts to be all that 
you were created to be in the Kingdom. Lucifer was the original light bearer around the Throne but got himself kicked out of 
Heaven for wanting all the power and to be the one worshipped; 
he wanted it all for himself. 

The prophet, Ezekiel, described Lucifer by saying:
You were the seal of perfection,

Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 

You were in Eden, the garden of God; 

Every precious stone was your covering: 

The sardius, topaz, and diamond, 

Beryl, onyx, and jasper, 

Sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. 
The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes
Was prepared for [in] you on the day you were created.
You were the anointed cherub who covers;

I established you;

(Ezekiel 28:12b-14 NKJV)

Many scholars believe that it was Lucifer’s position in Heaven’s 
Throne Room to literally reflect the Light of God as it came forth. 
What a magnificent display of beauty that must have been! And 
when the Wind of God blew through him, his body would have 
literally resonated as an instrument because the timbrels and 
pipes were not just something he played, they were actually a 
part of his being. 

Your design as a creative worshiper, artist, business executive or 
homemaker is the same as Lucifer’s original design—to live in 
the presence of God, reflecting His Light and sounding forth His 
Sound in the earth through the unique way the Father has created you. Lucifer’s sin was not that he was beautifully and wonderfully made, but rather that he wanted to take the glory for 
himself. The same challenge is yours today; to walk humbly with 
the Father as His son or daughter, believing that it is all about 
Him.

Because of Satan’s hatred toward creative people, he now works 
overtime to create divine setups—perfect storms that are specifically designed to take you out (read more about overcoming 
roadblocks in my first book Unlocking the Heart of the Artist). 
Satan has been doing the same thing for generations. Consider 
the story of Nebuchadnezzar capturing Israel: 

At  that  time  the  officers  of  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon 
advanced on Jerusalem and laid siege to it, and Nebuchadnezzar himself came up to the city while his officers were besieging it. Jehoiachin king of Judah, his mother, his attendants, his 
nobles and his officials all surrendered to him. 

In the eighth year of the reign of the king of Babylon, he took 
Jehoiachin prisoner. As the LORD had declared, Nebuchadnezzar removed the treasures from the temple of the LORD and from 
the royal palace, and cut up the gold articles that Solomon king 
of Israel had made for the temple of the LORD. He carried into 
exile all Jerusalem: all the officers and fighting men, and all the 
craftsmen and artisans—a total of ten thousand. Only the poorest people of the land were left. (II Kings 24:10-14 NIV)
Notice who was taken when the enemy came in to control and 
conquer the culture: The leadership, the risk-taking warriors and 
the artists. The enemy knew then, as now, that if he can steal 
or control the artists and the leaders and remove the creative 
release of God out of a culture, then he will be able to control 
the culture. At that point, as in the passage above, all that will 
be left is poverty—poverty of ideas, poverty of spirit and spiritual 
things, and even economic poverty. Hmm… it seems a lot like 
that today.

Jesus came however, so that everyone, including you, might
experience abundant life in Him – the exact opposite of poverty. Not only that, but because you are a joint heir with Jesus
and a son who has been created in the image of your Father,
you now have the opportunity to release the abundant life of
the Kingdom in and through everything you do. This is especially true in the context of your creative expression, whatever
form that may take.

Spirit to Spirit

The release of God’s creative nature through each of our lives 
has a unique role to play in the Body of Christ. Every one of us is 
called to be a life giver and a light bearer, an artist of sorts, with 
the unique wiring to enable communication of that light and life 
right to the spirit in ways that bypass the normal intellect. 

You are designed a sensing, feeling, creative being in order to
easily think outside the box. You are able to dream, imagine
and bring into tangible expression that which has not yet manifested in the earthly realm.

Why is it that a person who would otherwise be considered hardhearted can watch a movie and suddenly be brought to tears? 
What is it about a certain song that evokes a visceral response 
in many people? Even smells can bring to mind emotions and 
memories long forgotten. It is because creativity is a gift from 
the Father designed specifically to bypass the intellectual hurdles and protection mechanisms of the mind in order to speak 
directly to the heart. 

The prophetic nature of God in artists enables them to hear,
see and sense what is going on in the Spirit and to translate
the truth of God’s Kingdom into the earthly realm. You are
designed to interact with the Holy Spirit through the person
of Jesus, in order to create by the Spirit, so that the Father can
minister directly to the spirits of people who will interact with
your creative expression.

Summary

Let’s take just a moment to recap some of the truth you’ve discovered about being a life-giver:

•
The gospel is the transforming good news that the Father of 

all creation loves us enough to send His only Son, Jesus that 
we might have the abundant life He intended for each one 
of us. God does not call the qualified; He qualifies the called 
along the journey.

•
Jesus is looking for people who will simply follow His lead, 
listen to His voice and release the life of the Father through 
the power of the Holy Spirit in whatever arena in culture He 
has called them.

•
You, like John, are called to be a light bearer in a world of 
darkness.

•
Your design as a creative worshiper, artist, business executive 
or homemaker is the same as Lucifer’s original design—to 
live in the presence of God, reflecting His Light and sounding forth His Sound on the earth through the unique way the 
Father has created you.

•
The prophetic nature of God in artists enables them to hear, 
see and sense what is going on in the Spirit and to translate 
the truth of God’s Kingdom into the earthly realm.







Chapter 2

Releasing Life & Light

My friend, fiber artist Karen Mayne, said recently at one of our 
artist retreats “to not create is to deny the very nature of God 
who lives within you through Christ Jesus.” I love that! You see, 
you are most in touch with the nature of your heavenly Father 
when expressing yourself creatively. The very essence of who 
God is, and the first thing He reveals about Himself through His 
Word is, that He is a creator. Now, more than ever, He is reawakening His creative Spirit within His sons and daughters to see His 
Kingdom demonstrated in power throughout the whole earth. 
So how does this happen practically? I’m glad you asked. 

The very nature of God is both Life and Light. Jesus said in John 
14:6, I am the way [meaning path or journey], the truth [meaning 
divine reality] and the life [both physical and spiritual]… (NKJV). 
Not only is He Life and Light but life and light also flow from Him. 
Remember in John 1:1-4 it says:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made 
that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
(NKJV)

Understand then that all things that have been created have 
come from and through the Word whose very essence is both 
life (both spiritual and physical) and light (the divine illumination 
of the nature of God that reveals and imparts life through Christ.) 
The historical Nicene Creed (325 AD) affirms this truth as well 
that God is Light, He reveals Light and is the source of all Life, 
stating:

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made.

Now, realizing that the essence of everything created comes 
from and through the Life and Light of God, let’s consider the 
creation account in Genesis 1:1-4: 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The 
earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face 
of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of 
the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was 
light. And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided 
the light from the darkness. (NKJV)

This passage of Scripture reveals the Spirit of God hovering over 
a formless dark void. The Hebrew translation describes this as 
rachaph, which means, “to flutter, move or shake.” It was in the 
middle of darkness and chaos that God not only said “Turn the 
lights on” or “Let there be light,” but He said, “Let there be a 
release of My nature” (His very own Light & Life) and boom, that 
which was chaotic and formless began to take on shape, form, 
and purpose. You see, the manifestation of the Glory (or nature) 
of God always brings transformation. Because you are made in 
the image of God and have become His son or daughter through 
the finished work of Jesus, you too can release and reflect the 
nature of God through your life, and particularly through your 
creative expression.

Your Creative Voice

Think of your physical voice for a moment. At its most simplistic, 
your voice is made up of muscles that are stimulated by electrical 
impulses to move based on their ability as your breath moves 
over them. Most everyone has a basic voice, but some people 
choose to train their voice in order to increase their range or their 
ability to go very high and or low, and to sing difficult patterns of 
notes in a variety of styles. 

Well, just like you have a physical voice, you also have a creative voice that works the exact same way. God designed your 
physical, emotional and spiritual being so that His Glory could 
stimulate them. As His ruach (breath) moves on, in and through 
you, you can move, react and create based on your developed 
creative skills. 

Remember the story of Lucifer and how his musical instruments 
were not just instruments he played externally, but were actually 
built into his frame? Literally, as he breathed the Wind of God he 
sounded with praise. As the Light of God’s Glory shone around 
the throne room it was Lucifer who reflected God’s Glory in his 
being. I believe we have been created with the same capacity 
and even more! 

Your creative voice has the capacity to transmit the life and light 
of God, no matter what it is that you do creatively. Imagine 
dancing and seeing people delivered from depression. Imagine 
making functional pottery that when used reminds people of the 
goodness of God in their lives. Imagine creatively using color, 
form and texture in such a way that when people interact with 
your paintings they are healed from cancer. Imagine it. See it. If 
you can see it, you can manifest it in your life with the Holy Spirit 
as your guide.

As you develop your ‘instrument,’ your ability to release the 
Kingdom and the life of God in the earth is greatly enhanced. I 
like to remind people that skill births freedom. Fine-tuning your 
creative voice gives you more options, more freedom, and more 
confidence to respond to the stimulation of the Spirit, which 
allows the breath of God to flow through your work. Otherwise, 
you choose to limit the release of the Kingdom through your life 
by not developing the gifting within you.

When you collaborate with the Holy Spirit in this dance of Kingdom creativity, His power, His Life and His Light merge with your 
faith, creative thoughts, imaginations, desires and skills into art 
that carries the literal presence and power of God. It is in this 
context that your art, no matter the creative medium, becomes a 
prophetic catalyst for transformation. 

Art & Faith
Faith has been called the currency of Heaven. It is the way by 
which things get done in the Kingdom. Because faith is so foundational to our walk in the Kingdom, the Bible talks about it a lot. 
Consider these scriptures for a moment:

True faith must always have a tangible expression.
But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show 
me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by 
what I do. J ames 2:18 (NIV)

Faith is tangible revelation of things unseen.

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.  Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV)

Faith is a requirement to please God.

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  Hebrews 11:6 (KJV)

We are saved through the process of faith.

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, 
so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do.  Ephesians 2:8-10 (NIV) 

It is by grace through faith that we become new creations in 
Christ with the capacity to transform the world around us. That 
transformation happens as we collaborate with the Holy Spirit in 
our creative expression. As co-creators in Christ with the Father, 
we also can create new creations that do the same thing—bring 
transformation by releasing His light and life into atmospheres 
and situations that are dark, chaotic and void.

When the Father first showed me the connection between art 
and faith I became very excited. It’s one of those things that 
when first discovered are like “duh,” but at the same time are 
very profound. The main verse most folks know about faith is 
Hebrews 11:1 which states: Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. While meditating 
on this verse one day, I felt impressed by the Spirit of God to 
replace the word “faith” with “art” and “creativity” which made 
it read, “Now art or creativity is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.” At first, it kind of blew me 
away because I could actually see the connection. There was also 
much fear and trembling!

Art that Transforms

While meditating on this word substitution and the new ramifications I was seeing in my own creativity, I began to play around 
with ways to think about the concept of how faith and creativity 
interact in the Kingdom. I started breaking it down into phrases 
like; “Art is the tangible expression (the substance) of your hope 
and desire wrapped in your unique creative expression” and 
“Art in collaboration with the Holy Spirit, is the evidence (tangible expression) of the unseen realm in the earth.”

The Father showed me that the essence of art and creativity is
our ability to see, hear and feel those things in the Spirit realm
that are yet unseen in the earthly realm. Through collaboration
with the Holy Spirit and our creative skills, whether in art, business or other mediums, those unseen things come into reality.
Moreover, that process embodies the entire Kingdom life! Our
purpose here is to be the conduit by which Heaven can invade
the earth and bring transformation.

This understanding really began to come alive to me the deeper 
I went, so I hope you are getting it, too! This is really big. In fact, 
it is the model of how to live and create in the Kingdom—hearing, seeing, sensing in the Spirit and co-laboring with the Father 
to manifest the Kingdom in the earth realm.

As I continued to meditate on this foundational truth that was 
now wrapped in new revelation, I was impressed to not replace 
just the word faith in Hebrews 11:1, but also in other verses. Consider Matthew 21:21 where it says: 

And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith 
and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to 
the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up 
and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. (ESV)

Or consider Matthew 17:20 where it says:
He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to 
you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say 
to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, 
and nothing will be impossible for you. (ESV)

This means that if your creativity is just the size of a single mustard seed, your art can dislodge things that have been stuck for 
years…even generations! You may ask, “What about things like 
depression, anxiety, sickness, disease, attacks of the enemy, or 
other things that I have prayed and hoped for but could not 
seem to get a breakthrough? Or what about really hard-hearted 
people who seem like they will never come to the Lord? Do you 
mean those things?” Yes, I mean all those things. 

Come on, we have all known people that we have prayed for 
to be saved and it just seems like nothing connects with them. 
We pray, drag them to church, try to persuade them but nothing seems to work. Then all of a sudden out of the blue they 
call and say they got saved. When we ask how, they say something like “Well, I was just driving down the road, minding my 
own business and a song came on the radio…” How does that 
happen? God uses creative expression to touch their heart and 
affect transformation—His Spirit to their spirit. 

The more I studied and sought the Lord on this, the more I realized that God was releasing artists as prophets and Kingdom 
Ambassadors to carry and release His power through their 
unique creative expression. Jesus used a ball of mud to heal a 
man’s eye. The Apostle Paul prayed over a simple cloth and sent 
it to the sick as a point of contact for healing. Likewise, God uses 
artists through their songs, paintings, dances, books and poetry 
to carry the Light and Life of God to bring transformation to the 
environments they inhabit. 

The reason creativity carries this special ability to ‘move mountains’ is because it is designed by God to carry His transformation by the Light and Life of His Glory. By its very nature, creativity bypasses all the normal mental gymnastics in the minds 
of people regarding God, the Gospel and Christianity, going 
straight to their hearts, Spirit to spirit.

Creativity is the nature of God flowing through His children in 
line with their unique design for the purpose of demonstrating 
His glory in the earth. It is a powerful tool in the hands of God’s 
sons and daughters, and is a reason why the enemy has worked 
overtime from the beginning to steal, kill and destroy Kingdom 
artists and thwart their impact on the earth. Creativity is a gift 
given to people by God. Since it is freely given, creativity can 
be used for the Glory of God or for the glory of man. Creativity 
will always produce fruit based on its root. However, it can only 
be brought to full maturity through the Spirit when seated in the 
humble heart of a man or woman who is crucified with Christ and 
risen in Him.

God Has Always Used Creative Expression

Lest you think this idea of God using the arts is off base, consider for a moment that God has always moved creatively in, 
on and through objects. What about the Tabernacle of Moses? 
Just a simple tent with a wooden box, covered in gold made by 
anointed artisans, yet it became the very vehicle God used to 
touch a nation and teach them about worship.

Consider Noah’s Ark, a simple wooden boat, yet in the hands of 
God it became a prophetic symbol and a vehicle of redemption 
and promise for generations to come. Then there was Moses rod. 
Just a stick that God used in the hands of a willing Kingdom creative to become a sign and a wonder. What about David’s song? 
David’s song of worship calmed King Saul’s mind and drove out 
the demons tormenting him. Likewise, David’s creative expression and leadership created the bubble of provision, abundance, 
favor and protection over the nation of Israel for thirty-three years 
as they worshipped God with abandon.

You see, art and creativity in the hands of anointed Kingdom 
people becomes one of the many intersection points that God 
uses on the earth to reach the hearts of His people to heal them, 
touch them, and set them free. God wants to use your art, or 
creative expression, to release Heaven on earth in power, now!

Jesus said we would do greater works than He did when He gave 
us the Holy Spirit to be our teacher and our guide. The Bible says 
that we are co-laborers and co-heirs with Christ and have all the 
rights and privileges of sons. This is normal Christianity for the 
creative! We are supposed to do life and release the Kingdom 
as Jesus did by simply doing what we see the Father do. If Jesus 
can heal the sick, raise the dead, and preach the Kingdom, then 
so can we. That is the promise of the Kingdom. The incredible 
part is that we get to use our unique creative expression to fulfill 
our role in God’s plan.

Every time you create a piece of art or release the Kingdom in a 
creative way, you get the unique opportunity to allow the Father 
to flow through you with His Holy Spirit. This in turn touches the 
life of the one who is interacting with your creative expression. 
Through your art and creativity you literally get the opportunity 
to prophesy; to release the now Word of the Lord to people who 
are hurting, hungry and looking for more.

Remember what the Bible says: For the testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy (Revelation 19:10 NKJV). Therefore, when you 
release the testimony of Jesus through your art—who He is and 
what He’s done, His presence, Glory, power, grace, mercy, healing and so on—the Wind (or Breath of God) is released, bringing life to the person interacting with your creative expression. 
Because the Holy Spirit can work through anything, at any time 
with any person, your artwork becomes the place where Heaven 
meets earth, a table of sorts, where the Father waits to interact 
with people as they interact with your art. It is there that a divine 
conversation often begins.

Creative Expression as a Divine Table

Tables have been used throughout history as a metaphorical 
invitation to engage with God in both a communal and individual way. In Solomon’s Temple, the Golden Table was where the 
Bread of the Presence was located. In the Tabernacle of Moses 
the Table of Shewbread represented Jesus as the Bread of Life or 
the Bread of God. Consider the Wedding Supper of the Lamb in 
Revelation where Jesus invites the saints to eat at a banquet table 
with Him, to experience community with others and engage with 
Him intimately. Throughout Christian history, altars (or tables) 
were where Christians sat to interact with God through worship, 
communion and other sacraments. Tables have always provided 
a place where God loved to meet His people.

I have always loved the Bible story of Zacchaeus, the man who 
climbed a large sycamore tree just to see Jesus. This story speaks 
of the hunger that gnaws at many people who are willing to do 
whatever it takes to change things. I mean really, that is what 
Zacchaeus was saying, right? Listen to him: “What I’m experiencing is not enough, I know there’s more. I need something to 
change and I believe this guy Jesus has what I need.” 

Who knows how many “trees” Zacchaeus had previously climbed? 
Who knows if he had sought answers and resolution from other 
prophets that came walking down the road? All we know is that 
on this special day, Jesus invited himself to Zacchaeus’ house to 
sit down and eat with him. It was there at his table that transformation took place.

You see, as people who are called to release the Kingdom of 
God through our creative expression and to follow in Jesus’ footsteps and do greater works than He did, we have an opportunity 
to “prepare a table” before those who interact with our work on 
behalf of our King. A table that can be a place of healing and 
connection with our Father in the presence of their ‘enemies’ or 
whatever it is that seeks to attack, defile or destroy them.

Consider the familiar passage in Psalm 23:5 where it says: You 
prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies (NIV). 
Using contemporary language we could say, “He sits with me 
and prepares a place of nourishment, healing and connection in 
the face of everything that wants to kill me.” Wow! What a place 
to be! We have the opportunity to be a part of that process, not 
only for others but for ourselves as well when we participate in 
the creative process. We are healed as we create opportunities 
for healing. We are nourished and strengthened as we provide 
places for people to experience the same.

As people interact with our creative work, a conversation of 
sorts begins through which the God of the Universe begins to 
speak to the heart of the viewer. Moreover, in that moment our 
art becomes a conduit for the life, power and presence of God 
to impact the life of another in a way that is both powerful and 
subtle. Suddenly, the viewer becomes enraptured in a divine conversation with their Creator, all because an artist chose to cooperate with the Holy Spirit in their creative expression through 
color, movement or storyline that penetrates their heart and captures their emotions. 

My friend, for an artist, that is releasing the Kingdom and there
is nothing better! When someone interacts with your work and
suddenly out of the blue they “get it,” wow! That is the pinnacle. It’s the point.

Without Creativity…

For the last example of replacing the word “faith” with “creativity,” we will look at Hebrews 11:6: “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly 
seek him.” (NIV)

I know this may rock your boat a bit, but consider this truth: I 
believe that what the Father has said is that, without the dynamic 
of seeing, hearing, and feeling in the Spirit with Him, and then 
co-laboring with Him in the earth realm to manifest the Kingdom into the earth realm, we cannot please Him. This may seem 
strong to you, but what else are we here for except that? Our 
entire role on the earth is to love God, love each other and be 
God’s Ambassadors. We must learn how to transact Kingdom 
business in the earth realm or we will simply strive in our flesh 
and ultimately be unfruitful. However, with this understanding 
we have the opportunity to be part of the largest move of God 
ever known on the earth, releasing His Glory through our creative expression and seeing millions come into the Kingdom. We 
have the opportunity to see world systems shift, for economies 
to change, and for governments to come in line with the Kingdom, if we will just create with Him in whatever realm of society 
He has called us.

Faith is expressed when you dream with God and co-labor with 
Him to bring Kingdom dreams into reality through your creative 
expression. Without that process on a daily basis, both in and 
out of your artistic creativity, it is impossible to please God.

Summary

Let’s recap some of the foundational truths you’ve uncovered 
about releasing the light and life of God:

• To not create is to deny the very nature of God who lives 

within you through Christ Jesus.

•
The very nature of God is both life and light and the manifes

tation of His nature always brings transformation.

•
Your creative voice has the capacity to transmit the life and 

light of God.

•
Creativity bypasses all the normal mental gymnastics in the 

minds of people regarding God, the Gospel and Christianity, 

going straight to their hearts, Spirit to spirit.

•
Art and creativity in the hands of anointed Kingdom people 

becomes one of the many intersection points that God uses 

on the earth to reach the hearts of His people to heal them, 

touch them, and set them free.

•
Without the dynamic of seeing, hearing, and feeling in the

Spirit with Him, and then co-laboring with Him in the earth

realm to manifest the Kingdom into the earth realm, we

cannot please Him.







Chapter 3

The Nature of the Kingdom

Artists notice details and I’m no different, although my wife and 
ministry colleagues might disagree. Even though I do miss some, 
I love to see the details in life and art. I notice the nuances of 
conversations, of people’s reactions to me and my work, the way 
a tree branches off in the morning sky when I’m supposed to be 
driving my son to school, or just the way the forest sounds when 
I’m walking all alone. I love the details. Not just because that’s 
the way I’m wired, but because that’s the way God is wired. After 
all, we are both artists.

Yes, God is an artist. Have you not heard? He is the One who
hung the stars in their places and set the earth into orbit
around the sun. He is the Creator of every color ever seen
and there are millions more to come. By the thundering sound
of His voice He spoke into existence the very foundations of
the entire universe. By the whisper of His voice He calls us to
come and be a part of His creative Kingdom.

I know, I was pretty stoked the first time I learned about it as well. 
It was as if God validated every creative desire and idiosyncrasy 
in my life and I could say with confidence “God made me this 
way!” All joking aside, that simple discovery of recognizing the 
creative nature of God and that it resides inside of me literally 
changed the course of my life. Now, knowing that God is indeed 
an artist and a creator at His core, informs my understanding 
of the entire Biblical story of God. It contextualizes everything 
God says and does within the framework of creativity, design and 
purpose. There is no random chance in God’s story, but rather 
purposeful form, pattern and design orchestrated by the Master 
Artist releasing His Glory.

Most of the time, God begins changing my heart by taking me 
through a series of circumstances and in that process asking me 
a series of questions. It’s as if He is leading me down a path to 
the new things He has for me. He knows I am not quite sure 
about it but because of our relationship, I am willing to walk
with Him. That’s pretty much how the Father began to teach
me about the connection between His Kingdom and the nature
of creativity. I wasn’t quite sure where we were going, but I was
willing to talk. I hope you are too!

Holistic Living

I am an artist. Becoming comfortable with just that simple statement has taken me a lifetime, but nonetheless that is who I am. 
I am an artist who happens to work in basketry and words and 
music and whatever else strikes me at the often-inopportune 
moments of inspiration. Frankly, I love being an artist. I love the 
freedom that it brings, the process of sketching and dreaming 
and then bringing my dreams from my heart to the tangible. I 
treasure my alone time in the studio where it’s just me and my 
work. No distractions, just enveloped by the presence of God 
as I create. I love the release of creating something new and the 
pleasure I feel in my soul and in my spirit when I know God is with 
me. I love knowing that God takes His greatest pleasure, not just 
with the work I create but simply in the fact that I show up to create in my studio. It is there that my basketry studio morphs into 
a worship studio, where the posture of my heart and the work of 
my hands become an offering to Him, a conduit for Him and a 
partner with Him in creation. Your office, business, artist studio or 
home can become a studio of worship as well.

I also spend time working in ministry with artists around the 
world, helping them to realize their creative calling and potential 
in the Kingdom. This, too, is one of the great joys of my life because I get to stand alongside God’s creative ones and tell them 
how much of God is living inside of them. I get to help them 
overcome roadblocks to their creativity and step into the creative 
destiny their Father has designed for them.

One of the most interesting things that I’ve seen over the years, 
in both my own life and the lives of artists and most people I interact with, is that we love to separate, categorize and compartmentalize. I don’t necessarily think that it’s always a bad thing. 
Sometimes we need that just to make it through the day, or until 
we have the grace to face what is troubling us. However, I believe 
God’s intention for our life and creativity is not that we be compartmentalized – spiritual life over here, creative life over there, 
family and friends sprinkled in for good measure – but that we’d 
be able to live a fully integrated, abundant life that is at all times 
spiritual, creative and rich with all the good things the Father has 
for us. (For more on living this way, I’d recommend checking out 
Pattie Ann Hale’s book, “Journeyartfully: Secrets for Living an 
Artful Life”) He wants all of us filled with all of Him all the time. 
What a wonderful reality.

As I have endeavored to live my life in this more holistic way, it 
has challenged me to think about how this whole thing called 
life, creativity and spirituality work together. I mean come on. 
Creativity is not just something that I do; it’s how I am, deep 
down on the inside, on purpose by God, the Great Designer. At 
the same time being a Christian is not just something I do, it’s 
who I am as a new creation in Christ. There is a different reality 
that lives in and through me called the Kingdom and believe me, 
it changes everything. 

I started to realize in my own life that the things God really wanted to do in and through my creativity were of the same fabric 
of His Kingdom. The more I sought to understand my creative 
process the deeper I saw threads of Kingdom truth flowing there. 
It was one of those light bulb moments where I started thinking 
“Hey, I’ll bet these are connected, creativity and the Kingdom!” 
(I can see the Father sitting back laughing and saying, “Yes. And 
I’m so glad you’re finally getting it!”)

When I realized that the Father wanted me to live this integrated, 
abundant life of spirituality and creativity I began to think: 
Wow! God created me like this – to be both creative and spiritual 
at the same time – and I’m created in His image, then I’ll bet God 
is like this too! 

That’s when it all started coming together for me. I saw for the 
first time in my life this real, authentic connection between the 
nature of God and the nature of me. Not only that, He challenged me to take it one step further. He began to show me 
that not only was He creative but so was the very nature of His 
Kingdom. That was huge! Why? Because that meant that at the 
very core of God’s Word and all the teachings of Jesus and the 
apostles were, you guessed it, creativity. I know this might be a 
big leap for you so let me explain a little further.

The Nature of Kingdoms

Western culture doesn’t really have a good concept of what a 
kingdom is all about. We must however, because everything Jesus came teaching and preaching about was a kingdom – the 
Kingdom of God. This Kingdom is not something that can be 
grasped or controlled or seen by men in the flesh. Instead, Jesus said it lives inside of each of us who are believers in Him. It 
is the very rule and reign, the dominion of God working, living 
and existing inside of us. We’ll get into more details about the 
attributes of the Kingdom living inside of us in a moment, but for 
right now I just want to lay some foundation so you can understand where we’re going.

You see, the nature of a kingdom always reflects the nature of the 
king. This is true in earthly kingdoms and in the Kingdom of God. 
Why? Because the king is in charge. It is his domain, his realm, 
his territory. It’s like the old saying, “If mama ain’t happy, ain’t 
nobody happy.” Well, what the king wants, the king gets. More 
than that, the kingdom reflects who the king is. This can be both 
great and awful at the same time here in the earth realm. If a king 
is loving, creative and full of abundance then so is the kingdom. 
But the opposite is also true.

Imagine for a moment you had a king like David who was a worshipper, an artist, loved God, desired God’s presence and wanted nothing more than to worship Him and create an atmosphere 
of worship for all His people. Sounds like a dream doesn’t it? 
Since the heart of the king is reflected in the nature of the kingdom, David’s was one that embraced creativity, loved worship 
and experienced peace and abundance throughout the majority 
of his reign. But imagine for a moment that you had a king who 
was jealous, greedy, manipulative, controlling and desired his 
own pleasure at the expense of his people. Then you have a picture of the hundreds of tyrant kings seen throughout the biblical 
text who used their thrones for their own gain. The nature of their 
kingdoms reflected those desires. Instead of having kingdoms 
that were peaceful, honoring and full of grace, their kingdoms 
looked just like they did.

Individual aspects of the nature of the king tell us about their 
kingdom because the individual traits of the king run throughout 
the kingdom and help to define it. Just think about it. If there 
is something that the king is passionate about then, by golly, 
everyone gets passionate about it. The opposite is also true. If 
the king doesn't like something or feels that a certain project or 
emphasis is not important, then those things are not allowed to 
thrive in his kingdom. 

This simple understanding allows us to begin grasping some truth 
regarding the Kingdom of God. Realize that God is complete 
and whole in all His ways. He’s all-powerful, all-loving, all-present, and full of grace, full of mercy, all together lovely and, yes, 
all creative. How can this be? Simple: God is the source of all 
these attributes and so in Him, all of them have their fullness. 

Now for a moment, consider creativity. Just like the other attributes of God, creativity has its source and fullness in and through 
Him. That means that in Him, through Him and by Him all things 
were created and have their ongoing being. It means that creativity in all its facets originates in God, has its completion in 
God, can never be all it is designed to be outside of God, and 
through it transformation can occur because it carries the Light 
and Life of God. It is literally as if God is the glue that holds all 
things together, especially our creativity. Guess what, He is! Consider these verses below:

For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created by him and for him.
Colossians 1:16 (NIV)

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him 
be the glory forever! Amen.
Romans 11:36 (NIV)

Through him (Jesus, the Word) all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made.

John 1:3 (NIV)

‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of 
your own poets have said, ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’
Acts 17:28 (ESV)

Isn’t this incredible? He is the substance that holds the whole 
universe in place! 
If the nature of God is creative then the nature of His Kingdom 
is also creative because the nature of the kingdom always reflects the nature of the king. Since the nature of the Kingdom is 
creative, then everything that Jesus and the apostles taught, at 
its core, can be integrated at some level into your creative process. It doesn’t matter where God has called you in culture. Why? 
Because when you talk about the Kingdom, essentially you’re 
talking about creativity or the creative nature of God. Likewise, 
when you talk about creativity, you’re talking about the very essence of who God is and the nature of His Kingdom.

To understand how all this works together, let’s find out more 
about the nature of God and the nature of His Kingdom from 
God’s Word. Through that you will begin to see how the dots 
connect.

The Nature of God
The rule of “first mention" is a commonly accepted principle 
used in the theological interpretation of Scripture by which the 
first occurrence of a theme or subject in the Bible establishes 
the basic context for that subject throughout. As an example, 
think about when God changed the names of Abram and Sarai 
to Abraham and Sarah. This was a way to honor them and bring 
them into a new season of life. We see this throughout the rest 
of Scripture. 

Now consider the very first words in the book of Genesis. “In 
the beginning, God created” (Genesis 1:1 ESV). These words 
change everything, or at least they did for me. Why? Because 
now everything I read throughout the rest of the Biblical text I 
read with the understanding that it was written by a Creator. Yes, 
an artist. God revealed Himself as Creator from the very beginning of Scripture, which established the importance and primary 
place of creativity and beauty in His Kingdom. 

This is fundamental to understanding God – who He is, how He 
thinks and how His Kingdom functions in and through us! Living 
in the Kingdom of God is one big, collaborative creative process 
with Him. We are not slaves, workers in the vineyard or as some 
would mistakenly say “just sinners saved by grace.” No! We are 
much more. Because of the finished work of Jesus on Calvary’s 
cross, we are sons and daughters of God, joint heirs with Jesus, 
made in the image of our Father with rights and privileges in His 
Kingdom to rule, reign and co-create with Him. 

Again, thinking in terms of the rule of first mention, consider 
Adam, the first created human being listed in the Genesis story. 
God could have created and named everything, given Adam a 
list of do’s and don’ts and simply expected him to comply (that’s 
the way many of us were raised to think about the Christian life). 
Or, maybe to suit our religious sensibilities God could have given 
Him a bunch of rules to follow that were impossible for him to 
ever accomplish, thereby giving him an opportunity to understand what a lowly sinner he really was in light of God’s holiness. 
But no, that is not at all what God did. Instead, God did what He 
desired to do based upon His design of humanity, the earth and 
His Kingdom. He brought Adam into the process.

Remember, once God had done His part – creating the expanse 
of the whole universe with nothing but the intention of His Will 
and the words from His mouth – God did something totally and 
completely unexpected to the religious mind. He affirmed Adam’s creation as a son, as an heir to this new Kingdom by bringing him into the creative process. Not only did He bring him into 
the creative process, but later God told Adam and Eve to be 
fruitful and multiply, to subdue the earth and have dominion over 
it. Again, God didn’t just throw some schmuck of a sinner down 
onto the earth, but rather He placed His unique human creations 

– His sons and daughters – into the earth realm to expand His 
Kingdom by His authority in the context of His presence. In this 
place there was abundance, joy, peace, authority, creativity and 
provision. That was God’s original intention, and in Christ it is still 
His intention for our lives here on the earth: an abundant, gracefilled life accessed and experienced by faith.

The Nature of Rebellion

Rebellion against God’s design always ends in blood, sweat and 
tears. Unfortunately, the blood, sweat and tears will be yours if 
you choose your own way. “Why?” you ask. Well, it’s simple. The 
curse of sweat and toil resides outside of God’s design of sonship, grace and favor. The lie that many believers have embraced 
for generations is that life is hard, we have to work hard to get 
everything, and God helps those who help themselves. That’s in 
the Bible, right? NO! 

When Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, curses came as a result. Here is what it says in Genesis 3:17-19:
And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of 
your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, 
‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in 
pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles 
it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the 
field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return 
to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and 
to dust you shall return. (ESV)

Interestingly, the same kind of curse came to Cain when he rebelled against God:
And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its 
mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. When 
you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. 
You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.

Genesis 4:11-12 (ESV)

Starting to make sense? Through rebellion Adam gave up his 
right to live and enjoy life in God’s Kingdom and thus lost all of 
his rights and privileges. The Father, in His love, restored the opportunity for us to live in the fullness of the Kingdom through the 
finished work of Jesus. Under the New Covenant, life in God’s 
domain – His Kingdom – is about grace, love, trust, abundance, 
provision, dominion and being a son with rights and privileges. 
Outside of that domain it’s all about making it happen yourself 
through toil and sweat. Many people have even learned to take 
pride in their toil and sweat, thinking that in some strange way 
their hard work and personal work ethic pleases God. The more 
they work and slave and try to make it, the more the world looks 
upon them thinking, “Wow, what a great guy; working so hard, 
so selfless and such a go-getter.” We celebrate it in the church 
with the idea that the busier we are, the more we must be pleasing God, yet so much of our activity is vain busyness designed 
to occupy our time and keep us from the real life the Father designed for us.

This kind of earth-curse mentality can pervade every part of your 
life, including your creative process. You may have spent years 
trying to perfect a technique, business idea or a process with 
little or no life or success to show for it. Conversely, you may 
have just felt isolated and disengaged from the Source of your 
creativity. Whatever your current position is, God has always had 
a plan for redemption and He is offering it to you right now! He 
is offering you fruit from the Tree of Life, instead of from the Tree 
of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. He’s offering you the robe 
and ring of sonship.

The Nature of Redemption

You see, even though Adam and Eve sinned and went their 
own way, our Father, through His son, Jesus, provided a way to 
come back into this originally intended existence. As a believer 
in Christ, you and I have been redeemed and restored as co-creators with God in the earth realm, to release the power of His 
Kingdom, without sweat, toil or fear, in everything we do. 

It’s essentially the story of the Prodigal Son. You went your own 
way; the Holy Spirit began to draw you back; you came to your
senses and ran home. When you arrived, the Father accepted 
you with open arms and celebration, never to count your sin 
against you. Not only that, you didn’t have to do penance or 
prove that you were really sorry. All you had to do was accept this 
beautiful gift from your Father called “redemption.” 

Now, imagine that the same forgiveness and redemption that 
restored you back into relationship with the Father is the same 
grace that keeps you each day of your life. Sounds too good 
to be true; right? If you’re like me, you might have been taught 
something that sounds like this: You can be saved by grace, but 
you are sanctified or perfected by the flesh. Meaning: It’s up to 
you to keep it all together once God saved you by His Grace. 
That leads to the rollercoaster of emotion, frustration and performance where you can never be good enough for a Holy God. 

Nothing can be further from the truth! In fact, it is what the apostle Paul called mixture in the New Testament – mixing the Law 
and grace. It’s a deadly combination because it keeps you on a 
religious treadmill of performance all of your days with little or 
no lasting fruit. 

The Nature of Grace

Understand this: You were not only saved by the grace of God at 
the time of your salvation experience, but now that same grace 
covers you and keeps you in every aspect of your daily life. This 
includes your creativity and the beautiful art you create. With His 
precious blood, Jesus paid for every sin that you’ve ever committed – past, present or future – and no amount of begging, 
pleading, confessing or repenting is going to change that. His 
blood is effective to blot out ALL of your transgressions, period. 
That’s why they call it “Good News” my friend! 

So what about living a Godly life? Shall we just not worry about 
anything and go about our lives doing whatever we want? Certainly not! Paul said that we do not sin so that grace would abound 
(Romans 6:1)! Grace is not a license to sin. It’s nothing to be 
ashamed of either. It is the free gift of God to all who will receive 
it. A life pleasing to God, including good works, are simply the 
fruit of God’s Grace working in your life, not the result of hard 
labor and white-knuckled determination born out of countless 
repentance sessions. Any attempt to manufacture a Spirit-filled 
life in the flesh is impossible because it is only received through 
His Grace by faith. 

So what does this mean for our life and creativity? Remember 
when they crucified Jesus on the cross, and blood and sweat 
mixed together and flowed down His brow? I believe that was 
a prophetic symbol letting us know that through the cross, the 
Father was redeeming us again from the curse of sweat and toil 
that came upon us as a result of the original fall of man. 

Get this really deep inside of you right now. To thrive as a creative 
person in the Kingdom, you have got to stop trying to make it 
happen and learn to receive by faith all the good things that the 
Father has prepared for you. This does not mean that you have 
no role to play in the process or that you just sit there like a spiritual wet noodle waiting for the magic pixie dust to fall. Instead, 
you co-labor with the Father as you grow in stature before God 
and men. As Clarke Whitten, author of Pure Grace says:

What we have failed to understand is that we don’t reign in life 
through our performance. We reign through our position! Not 
through understanding what to do, but understanding who we 
are. Those who receive the abundance of grace are the ones 
who reign in life. Good receivers, not good performers, are the 
ones who reign!

(© 2012; Destiny Image Publishers; page 41)

The Nature of Sonship

Are you getting this? In Christ you are a son or a daughter with 
rights and privileges as a joint heir with Him: 
Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." So you are no 
longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made 
you also an heir. (Galatians 4:6-7 NIV)

Think about what that means. All the provision and rights of a 
son of God now belong to you! Your whole identity is changed. 
Instead of begging and being in lack as a slave, you are able to
access the entire storehouse of Heaven, walk in authority and live 
an abundant Kingdom life in line with your unique assignment. 

So how do you grab hold of this reality in your own life and creativity? Like everything in the Kingdom – by faith. Faith is the currency of the Kingdom. It is the vehicle through which everything 
happens. Instead of picturing yourself as a slave, just a sinner 
saved by grace, your spirit begins to agree with the Spirit of God 
regarding your new identity. 

I’ll be talking more about how all this works later in the book. 
Suffice it to say, that as a son and daughter of the King the whole 
game changes!

Summary

Let’s recap some of the truths you’ve discovered about the nature of the Kingdom:

•
The Father desires you to live out of a place of fullness and 

wholeness; spirit, soul and body.

• The nature of a kingdom always reflects the nature of the 

king.

• God revealed Himself as Creator from the very beginning 

of Scripture, which established the importance and primary 

place of creativity and beauty in His Kingdom. 

•
Rebellion against God’s design always ends in blood, sweat 

and tears. This kind of earth-curse mentality can pervade every part of your life, including your creative process. Through 

Christ, the Father is offering you fruit from the Tree of Life, 

instead of from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. 

He is offering you the robe and ring of sonship.

•
As a believer in Christ, you and I have been redeemed and 

restored as co-creators with God.

•
To thrive as a creative person in the Kingdom, you have got 

to stop trying to make it happen and learn to receive by faith 

all the good things that the Father has prepared for you.







Chapter 4

Filled and Skilled – The Ultimate Creative Flow

Among the things I love most about my life is spending almost 
every day interacting with and encouraging artists. My studio 
is located in the River Arts District of Asheville, North Carolina, 
which is home to over 180 visual artists working in glass, clay, 
wood, metal, fiber and a variety of other materials. Every day 
I have the opportunity to engage with them and their work as 
they forever change the landscape of a city with beauty. Just 
being in this community causes me to press in for more – more 
inspiration, more creativity and more skill to execute what I feel 
so deeply within my own creative well.

When my family and I moved to Asheville back in 2009, I remember how in awe I was of the fine art and craft scene here. When 
I talked to friends back home in Atlanta I would say things like, 
“If you want to be an artist in Asheville, you better bring your ‘A’ 
game.” I was amazed at how people literally came from all over 
the world to collect work from artists based right here in Asheville. I was also struck by the large number of artists who moved 
here from all over the country – even the world – just to be a 
part of the creative synergy that is here in this city. If you’ve ever 
been here, you know there is just something about Asheville that 
makes you want to smile and stay for a while; especially if you’re 
an artist.

Around that time I also vividly remember how I began to feel 
the pressure of thinking “does my work really measure up?” My 
mind often wandered to fears of inadequacy and questions of 
why God brought me here for this time in my life. I could have 
just cowered in a corner, or even made excuses for my work, but 
I chose to do neither. Instead, I chose to listen to the voice of the 
Lord as He spoke over my creativity and trust Him in this dance I 
call being “filled and skilled.”

Now don’t start thinking, “Wow. That Matt, he’s really got it 
together.” In fact, the opposite is true. I’m just like most artists. I get it wrong more than I get it right. I struggle with selfdoubt, unbelief and fear just like everyone, but there’s one key 
difference I’ve learned over the years. I don’t stay there. I push 
through – quickly! 

You have to embrace that concept because your ability to push
through difficulty, pressure, lies, overwhelming emotions and
uninvited critique of your work is foundational to your ability
to walk in the fullness of what God has for you as a creative
person; especially if you want to do it for a living. Otherwise
you may camp out at the places where you’re most weak, most
vulnerable, most at risk and never move out from there into the
next season of your life and creativity.

Ok, so here I am in Asheville, the center of the fine-craft universe 
(at least that’s what we tell everyone) faced with the very real scenario of knowing that God has called me here to be a full-time 
working artist in order to bring Kingdom influence to the arts 
community. Yet at the same time I must recognize that my skill 
level, artistic eye and even my ability to speak about my work 
intelligently was severely lacking. Not just lacking, but behind 
to the point that I needed some major work if I was going to be 
taken seriously as an artist in this town. So I asked the Father, 
“What should I do?”

Let me pause from my own story for just a moment and say that 
most of the artists I have the opportunity to meet and interact 
with deal with this same issue at various times during their creative life. At their core is a dream they have for their life and creative work. There is also the very real level of skill that they hold 
in their hands. For emerging artists, these two – dreams and skills 

– often seem in direct opposition to one another. Yet as they 
grow in creative maturity as artists, they realize that it is in fact, a 
divinely designed tension that keeps their creative development 
moving forward. 

One of the things I have learned over the years is, that the
degree to which you are willing to invest in the process of being
skilled and filled, or steward well the gifting that God has invested
in you, is the degree to which you can enlarge your capacity for
the presence of God to flow through your creativity. You see, the
more excellent you become in what you do and the more trustworthy you become in the process, then the more the Father will
allow you to steward in the Kingdom. This is true in anything in the
Kingdom, but especially in creativity because the creative process
is very stewardship-oriented.

You have to understand processes and ways of doing things – theory 
and practice, function and beauty – to make them all work together 
in harmony. For most artists this is an ongoing process:
From the filled side - looking for more inspiring subject matter, a 
spiritual source or deeper connection with the Holy Spirit as inspiration for your creative expression. From the skilled side - being able 
to actually execute your ideas in a more excellent way. 

Living the Kingdom life as an artist is a beautiful representation of 
what God wants to do in all believers; release the Kingdom in fullness. This is really why I think God is doing so much right now in the 
area of restoring the arts around the world. Artists and creative ones 
are acting as forerunners, just as John the Baptist did for Jesus. We 
are the ones called to walk out front, to take risks and to show the 
way for the rest of the body of Christ.

When I think about the idea of being filled and skilled, my mind 
automatically goes to the parable of the talents Jesus told in Matthew 25. I’ll talk about this in detail later in the book, but right now 
I want to highlight a couple of really important things this story tells 
us about Kingdom living. First, Jesus expects us to steward well the 
talents He invests in us. Second, based on the experience of the 
third person in the parable of the talents, it is important to understand that what we believe is possible about God and ourselves 
and our experience as creative’s is what defines our reality. Remember Proverbs 27:19 says: “As water reflects a face, so a man’s heart 
reflects the man” (NIV). 

As creative people in the Kingdom, we are called to search out those 
things that are not yet in the earth realm but exist currently in the 
Spirit. It’s just like Solomon said, “It is the glory of God to conceal 
a matter, but the glory of kings is to search out a matter” (Proverbs 25:2 NKJV). The role of creative people is that of searching. 
We are the ones to search out the secrets that God is looking 
to reveal. An interesting thing about the Kingdom is that we are 
responsible for the revelation God has entrusted to us. 

When God gives you revelation regarding a new business idea 
or creative process, or a new idea for a song, He’s not just giving 
you a wasted breath. He is giving you the revelation in order for 
you to do something with it; to take it and develop it into something He can use to release His Glory here. 

Diamonds Hidden in Coal

When God gives you something by way of revelation, He is not 
giving you a finished product. Rather, He’s giving you the opportunity and the authority to begin to pursue that thing to completion. Rarely does any gift of prophetic revelation from the Lord 
come in a completed form. Rather it comes, as my friend Ray 
Hughes says, as “diamonds hidden in a lump of coal.” They may 
not look like much at first but the more you develop your skills 
and your ability to knock away the coal surrounding the diamond, 
the more you are able to reveal the treasure that lies inside. 

A clear dynamic in Scripture exists among artists and creative 
people in that they are able to operate at their maximum capacity. Within this dynamic, creative people are able to be totally 
filled with the Spirit of God and yet at the same time, leverage all 
the skill they have in order to bring glory to God’s name through 
their creative expression. And it never seems to be just about 
them. These artists were able to raise others around them to do 
the same, creating a culture of Spirit-led creativity in their day, 
which inspires us do the same today. It’s what I call being filled 
and skilled.

Filled and Skilled

I wish it were the case today that all artists in the Kingdom were 
able to experience this dynamic of being filled and skilled in its 
fullness. But alas, that is not the case. I’ve had the privilege over 
the last 20 years of working very closely with artists and musicians. As I have looked across the landscape of creative people, 
both inside the body of Christ and outside of the body, I have 
found that many of these artists reside in one of two different 
camps. The first camp seems to be one where perfectionistic 
tendencies rule. They are filled with a lot of skill, they master 
technique and are excellent at what they do. However many of 
these folks have little or no idea of how to actually allow the light 
and life of God to flow through their work. They are so focused 
on the letter of the law, the rules, techniques and all the things 
that academia says they should know, that they forget the one 
thing that is most important in art and creativity – the Life of 
God. On the other side is a camp where people tend to spend 
most of their time over-spiritualizing everything and giving little 
focus to the skill and technique side of artistic expression. These 
people love to say they’re just “flowing in the spirit.” I jokingly 
say that this crowd loves to just get in the middle of a “spiritually 
hot” worship service, throw paint on the walls, call it “Jesus” and 
celebrate the freedom that is theirs in their newfound creativity. 
However, these folks are just like the ones mentioned earlier who 
have more perfectionistic tendencies. They have a piece of what 
God wants to release through them, but are missing the fullness. 

Flow

While in college during the early 1990s, before the Lord started 
to really deal with me about this whole idea of being filled and 
skilled, I learned about the theory of “Flow.” This theory was 
developed by psychologist Mihály Csíkszentmihályi and is now 
widely  referenced  in  a  variety  of  fields  across  the  spectrum. 
Rather than trying to explain it to you, I’ve selected a brief quote 
from Wikipedia that I hope will help you understand what this 
theory is all about. Once you begin to grasp it, you will understand where I’m coming from with the theory I’ve developed 
called “being filled and skilled.”

Flow is the mental state of operation in which a person performing an activity is fully immersed in a feeling of energized focus, 
full involvement, and enjoyment in the process of the activity. In 
essence, flow is characterized by complete absorption in what 
one does. Proposed by Mihály Csíkszentmihályi, this positive 
psychology concept has been widely referenced across a variety 
of fields. 

According to Csikszentmihalyi, flow is completely focused motivation. It is a single-minded immersion and represents perhaps 
the ultimate experience in harnessing the emotions in the service 
of performing and learning. In flow, the emotions are not just 
contained and channeled, but positive, energized, and aligned 
with the task at hand. To be caught in the ennui of depression or 
the agitation of anxiety is to be barred from flow. The hallmark of 
flow is a feeling of spontaneous joy, even rapture, while performing a task although flow is also described (below) as a deep focus 
on nothing but the activity – not even oneself or one's emotions.

Colloquial terms for this or similar mental states include: to 
be in the moment, present, in the zone, on a roll, wired in, in the 
groove, on fire, in tune, centered, or singularly focused.
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mihaly_Csikszentmihalyi)

One of the key factors in the theory of Flow is the idea of tension between the skill and the challenge. For example, if an
artist’s challenge level with a certain activity is very high but
their skill level is very low, it can lead to things like worry and
anxiety. They may feel like they never measure up or that their
dreams will never come to fruition. This is where I believe a lot
of artists in the church find themselves right now –lots of spiritual vision but little real-world knowledge and skill to execute
it on. On the other side of the coin is an artist with a very high
skill level but a very low challenge level which leads to apathy
and boredom. This happens a lot with artists who are excellent
in what they do but after 20 or 30 years of doing the same thing
are no longer challenged and find themselves bored with their
current creative pursuit.

I believe that within the theory of being filled and skilled, exists 
the balance between being challenged and skilled in what you 
are doing. In this place there is flow, happiness and satisfaction 
knowing that you are engaged and not shutdown, able to be 
challenged but at the same time meet the challenge.
Artists especially must work to maintain a balance through God’s 
grace of being both filled with the Spirit of God and His life-giving creative inspiration, while at the same time co-laboring with 
God using the real world skills needed to be able to execute 
on the idea God gives in the Spirit. Otherwise, the promise of 
revival is present with no revival ever coming forth. There is the 
promise of transformation with no transformation ever happening. This sense of boredom, frustration and apathy is what characterizes the church right now in the eyes of the world. Artists in 
particular have the opportunity to begin changing that mindset 
and, as forerunners, call the rest of the body of Christ to jealously 
stand in the place that God has called them.

In my opinion, the best example of an artist being able to operate in this dynamic of being filled and skilled is found in the Old 
Testament book of Exodus, chapter 31. This passage of Scripture 
details the life of the master artisan Bezalel and his work under 
the leadership of Moses as they created the Tabernacle. 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have chosen Bezalel son 
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled 
him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge 
in all kinds of crafts--to make artistic designs for work in gold, 
silver and bronze, to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to 
engage in all kinds of craftsmanship. Moreover, I have appointed 
Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, to help him. Also 
I have given skill to all the craftsmen to make everything I have 
commanded you: the Tent of Meeting, the ark of the Testimony 
with the atonement cover on it, and all the other furnishings of 
the tent--the table and its articles, the pure gold lampstand and 
all its accessories, the altar of incense, the altar of burnt offering 
and all its utensils, the basin with its stand--and also the woven 
garments, both the sacred garments for Aaron the priest and the 
garments for his sons when they serve as priests, and the anointing oil and fragrant incense for the Holy Place. They are to make 
them just as I commanded you.”

(Exodus 31:1-11 NIV)

Let’s put this passage of Scripture into context. This is the first 
time that we see a healthy, Spirit-filled artist after God’s restoration of Cain’s creative line in the fifth generation through the 
brothers Jubal and Tubal Cain, the fathers of all musicians and 
craftsmen (see Genesis 4). In addition, Bezalel is the first person 
in God’s Word to be filled with the Spirit of God. 

You see, as artists we have an incredible lineage in the Spirit 
that we can lean upon and take great pride in as we endeavor 
to bring glory to God in our creative expression. Interestingly 
enough, we don’t see another person “filled with the Spirit of 
God” until we see Mary at the Annunciation, further tying the 
calling of artists to the incarnational demonstration of the Kingdom. Christ John Otto, in his book “An Army Arising” says of this 
incarnational reality, “The artisan puts flesh on the work of the 
Spirit, and makes that reality visible for others to experience” (© 
2013 by Christ John Otto; publisher, Belonging House Creative).

There are many things that I can say about Bezalel that makes 
him the perfect poster child for being filled and skilled. First of all 
let’s think about where Bezalel came from. I can imagine him as 
a middle-aged, seasoned craftsman most likely trained in Egypt 
under the craftsman in Pharaohs court. He didn’t just all of a 
sudden wake up one day able to do all the things the Scripture 
says he mastered – able to work in stone and wood, to make 
artistic designs and gold and bronze, etc. He was the real deal 
and in fact probably could have made a great living by himself 
just pursuing his artistic work, but that’s not what he chose to do. 
He chose instead to submit himself to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit; to follow the move of God in his generation and submit 
himself to the leaders that God placed in his life in order to be 
a part of that move of God. This speaks volumes to all of us creative people who love to do our own thing and strike out on our 
own path. It is Bezalel who leads the way for us and shows us a 
great example of how to walk as artists who are both anointed 
and submitted to authority. That, my friend, is where the blessing 
of God lives in our generation as well.

In addition to walking in a healthy relationship with the leaders 
in his life, Bezalel was also able to give himself to community by 
working with other artists to achieve what God had put before 
him. Rarely does God call us to anything great in a vacuum of 
solitude. Rather, He chooses to place us within the context of 
community to be sharpened, honed and fit together with other 
people in the body of Christ in order to accomplish His work in 
the Kingdom. This is what we see happening in the life of Bezalel. 
Yes he was great. Yes he was anointed. And yes he could have 
done a lot by himself. Nevertheless, he chose to submit himself to 
the process of being in community with others and with Oholiab, 
his partner in ministry. Together they led the whole company of 
artisans in the nation of Israel to do the thing that God had commanded him to do.Think about it. Did these guys have any idea 
of the impact their creative expression and unity would have, 
not only on their generation but for hundreds of generations to 
come? Did they have any idea that their unity, their devotion to 
the Spirit, and their devotion to their craft would be celebrated 
for years to come because they chose to walk together? What a 
testimony to healthy, creative people releasing the Kingdom in 
power, together.

In doing more research for this book on the life of Bezalel, I completed a fascinating word study on Exodus 31:2-3 where Bezalel 
and his calling are described. Here is what I discovered with the 
Hebrew origin of each word in parentheses:  

See, I have called (to publicly proclaim) Bezalel (in the shadow 
or protection of God), son of Uri (the fiery one, light, prophetic 
revelation), the son of Hur (white or pure), of the tribe of Judah 
(praise) and I have filled (overflowing) him with the Spirit (breath 
or wind) of God, with wisdom, with understanding (skillful discernment), with knowledge (an intimate knowing) and in all 
manner of craftsmanship (occupation or work, as an ambassador, 
angel or messenger).

(Exodus 31:2-3)

So let's break it down a little further. Your identity as an artist 
is that of a son or daughter, publicly affirmed and sent by the 
Father, to walk as a fiery torch of prophetic revelation on the 
earth, while creating from a place of purity and praise, in the 
shadow and protection of God's presence. In that place, you 
have been given an overflowing impartation of the living breath 
of God and have been brought into His intimate presence to be 
sent as a divinely equipped prophetic messenger carrying His 
authority. WOW!  It’s time to step into your calling right now!

The Fruit of Kingdom Living

One of the last great features that I love about the story of Bezalel is when all the craftsmen come to Moses with a complaint. 
Evidently work on the Tabernacle was proceeding as planned 
and the people of Israel had been instructed to bring offerings 
for it in order to see the house of God built. It was truly a team 
effort. 

Just think for a moment about what the common complaints creative people might have when involved in a major project like 
this.

•
Not enough time to complete the project. 

•
Budget is running low. 

•
Design, taste or style differences. 

•
Cost overruns. 

Well, as it happened these were not the problems faced by these 
artists, not at all. Take just a moment here and read the following 
passage of Scripture:

“…So Bezalel, Oholiab and every skilled person to whom the 
LORD has given skill and ability to know how to carry out all the 
work of constructing the sanctuary are to do the work just as the 
LORD has commanded.”

Then Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and every skilled 
person to whom the LORD had given ability and who was willing to come and do the work. They received from Moses all the 
offerings the Israelites had brought to carry out the work of constructing the sanctuary. And the people continued to bring freewill offerings morning after morning. So all the skilled craftsmen 
who were doing all the work on the sanctuary left their work and 
said to Moses, “The people are bringing more than enough for 
doing the work the LORD commanded to be done.”
Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout 
the camp: “No man or woman is to make anything else as an 
offering for the sanctuary.” And so the people were restrained 
from bringing more, because what they already had was more 
than enough to do all the work.

(Exodus 36:1-7 NIV)

Uh, excuse me. Did you just read that? Are you shouting yet? 
Did you catch that last part? Look again right there in the last 
paragraph. It actually says that Moses had to restrain the people 
from bringing more provision because what they had brought 
was already enough for the artists to do the work. 

Listen to me. Part of your inheritance as an artist in the Kingdom 
is not to live in lack and want, but to have more than enough. 
When you are walking in the Kingdom and fulfilling your purpose 
in God, when you are chosen and under authority with a heart 
to serve and mentor others you will always, always, always have 
more than enough provision. It is a promise of your inheritance. 
Your Father’s provision for you and your willingness to receive it 
literally confirms the richness of the new covenant you share in 
Jesus. My friend, that is for you today! Receive the overwhelming 
goodness of your Father. It is His good pleasure to lavish it upon 
you now! 

Asaph and David

There are a couple of other creative people of note in the Old Testament who bear mentioning in this section on being filled and 
skilled. They are Asaph and David. Asaph, which means “gatherer,” was chosen by King David to be one of the chief musicians 
in the Tabernacle of David (1 Chronicles 5:17). He worked under 
David’s authority and in team ministry with Jeduthan, Heman and 
Chenaniah to lead the musicians in the house of the Lord. As you 
read what little there is written about Asaph, you come to understand that he was both recognized as both a musician and a Seer. 
Again, realize that most creative people have a strong calling in 
the prophetic as well, because God has called us to see, hear 
and feel in the Spirit realm with Him. Beyond that, however, what 
I love about Asaph was that he was a father to musicians.

Asaph was the leader of "the sons of Asaph". They were his 
family. When he died the family continued to do this work. For 
many centuries they were known as "the sons of Asaph." It basically became the name of their music group. Ezra 3:10 tells us 
that they sang when they built the temple in Jerusalem again, 
500 years after Asaph died! Some scholars think that the family 
wrote a book of psalms called "Psalms of the Sons of Asaph." 
We do not really know. But, when the Israelites made our Book of 
Psalms, they put into it some of the Psalms of Asaph. Whatever 
the specifics were, we know that his contribution as a father to 
artists who were both filled and skilled was significant.

Next I’d like to mention David, a “man after God’s own heart.” 
Volumes have been written about David, and I know there is no 
way to do him justice in just one paragraph. However, I want 
to hit a few high points about David’s life as a person who was 
filled and skilled. First, he was immensely talented, overlooked 
by men but chosen by God through His prophet, Samuel. How 
many times have we artists felt overlooked and wanted to prove 
ourselves, yet David’s example of humility calls us back to trust 
in the Father. David had a lifestyle of intimacy with the Lord that 
developed over time as he worshipped the Father while shepherding sheep in the fields. It was there that he developed a 
passion for the presence of God that ultimately resulted in him 
building the Tabernacle of David. Remember, this was no ordinary worship setting. David’s Tabernacle hosted 33 years of night 
and day prayer and worship carried out by hundreds of musicians, singers and poets. 

What I love most about David, and really all three of these filled 
and skilled artists, is that they didn’t let their background hold 
them back. Rather, they used what was in their hand at the time 
God called them and they were faithful with it until He put something else there. Whether it was skills, resources, relationships or 
position, they all used it for the Glory of God, not themselves. 
When you put these lives together as a picture of what it means to 
be filled and skilled, you see powerful results that include power, 
provision, peace, passion, presence and generational blessing. 
I don’t know about you, but I want that to be my testimony too!

Divine Design

I hope by now you see the connection between the life of the 
Spirit – being filled – and developing the real-world skills that 
you need to execute on your dreams – being skilled. If not, here 
is one more set of examples to help drive it home; how God 
Himself works in this balance. 

You see, there’s an age-old debate within the creative community that has to do with the source of an artist’s inspiration and 
the purpose of their creative expression. You’ve probably heard 
it described as form vs function, method vs message, or aesthetics vs utilitarianism. Over the years I have found that creative 
people are split almost evenly when it comes to their source of 
inspiration – that is whether they begin from a place of beauty 
and awe, or from a place of function and utilitarian purpose. For 
those who begin with aesthetics in mind, it can be the simplicity of a color, a sound, a bird flying overhead, the rustling of a 
nearby creek or a perfect ocean sunset that causes inspiration to 
rise within them. For others who start from a place of purpose or 
functionality, their inspiration often comes from a desire to solve 
a problem, address an issue of social importance, or communicate a message about which they are passionate. 

Regardless of the source of inspiration, I suggest to you that 
both are rooted deeply in the divine design of our Father. Without their collaborative integration in our artwork, we settle for 
mediocrity rather than pressing into excellence. We choose the 
lump of coal rather than mining the diamond within. Remember, 
“A gift opens the way…” (Proverbs 18:16, NIV).

The creative nature of God is almost always manifested as purpose wrapped in beauty, something useful presented in a way 
that is both beautiful and yet full of intention. He is the Beautiful 
One who is always working, loving, serving and reigning. Even 
Jesus, sent by the Father to the earth, is the picture of redemptive purpose wrapped in a beautiful vessel that humanity could 
understand, interact with and receive from. Our Father is the Purposeful Designer of all life’s detail, the One whose perfect design 
is characterized by simple elegance. The detail of His creative 
expression alone is the standard by which all beauty is measured.

Beauty and Truth in Nature

Take for example the Fibonacci Sequence, which has been called 
“natures numbering system.” In the seeming randomness of the 
natural world, there emerges an orderly and systematic design 
that is foundational to all living things, from how flower petals 
grow and pinecones spiral, to the proportions of the human body. 
The ingenious design of the Fibonacci Sequence and related 
principles like the Golden Ratio is the basis for our classical and 
modern understanding of proportion, design, balance and ultimately beauty. When you study the ramifications of this natural 
sequence throughout all of creation you begin to understand 
that it is the order, or some might say the utilitarian purpose, 
of God’s design that creates beauty rather than some ethereal 
random act of chance. 

Consider an oak tree, large and robust in color, texture and 
form. This tree stands, rich with sap and thick with fibers pressed 
together after years of collaborative growth. Roots that reach as 
far down as the branches reach up, and leaves that change with 
each season. In all its glory it is the picture of majesty and beauty. 
Yet the aesthetic is not just vain artistry but rather a vessel, the 
embodiment of purpose. This tree, so mighty and strong, serves 
its environment by generating oxygen, tilling the soil, and providing raw materials for craftsmen, and is a habitat for animals 
and so much more. It stands as a testament to functional beauty.

God’s command of the details and design, coupled with His 
life-giving Spirit is what produces beauty and life within creation. 
This does not negate the importance or validity of what some 
may see as beauty alone. Surely there are examples of things 
simply created for their aesthetic beauty that draw the heart to 
dream, but even then there is purpose attached to the beauty. 
Rather, it is the order and design of God in creation that provides 
the skeleton upon which beauty is formed. 

Balancing Beauty and Purpose

The challenge for artists in the Kingdom of God is to walk in 
this balanced approach to creative expression, incorporating
both beauty and purpose in order to fully engage all that the
Father has made available through His Spirit. It is only within
this co-laboring relationship with God through our own artistic
development – music, design, drama, painting, sculpture, et
al – that the fullness of Christ can be expressed in and through
our work. Otherwise we run the great risk of living the life of a
frustrated creative person who never reaches their full potential
in God, creating either vain empty vessels or settling for mediocrity while thinking it is the creative fruit of the Spirit.

Through lack of understanding, a desire for the easy road or genuine spiritual warfare, many artists have swung to one extreme or 
another. They believe that either their pursuit of skill is not really 
Spirit-led or that absolute perfection is God’s requirement for 
their creativity. This place of frustration and emptiness is where 
many artists, and much of the modern-day Church, find themselves. In reality, it is skill and purpose that releases artistic freedom. True creativity thrives within the mastery of detail.

Beauty and Purpose Embodied in Christ

God Himself through Christ is the perfect portrait of what it means 
to be completely Spirit-filled and fully skilled in expressing creativity. As recorded in the first chapter of Genesis, God portrayed 
Himself to humanity as Creator. He not only introduced Himself 
as Creator, but continued to demonstrate His nature, will and 
desire for humanity in a myriad of creative modes throughout 
Scripture. The Father then sent Christ, the true Word wrapped in 
the creative, yet purposeful package of humanity to redeem and 
transform the world. What better picture can we have of creative 
expression that embodies beauty and purpose? 

Throughout the Bible, this Creative Father of ours wraps His truth 
in story, song, beautiful crafted objects, architecture and the rich 
imagery of parables and prophetic pictures. These are not just 
fluffy metaphors that He employs to tickle our ears. Rather, He 
specifically designed creativity to be the supernatural mode of 
communication that bypasses the intellect and penetrates the 
Spirit. Within that context, creative expression becomes the 
arrow that God uses to shoot His fiery love into the hearts of 
man. It is the purposeful packaging of His presence designed to 
spark transformation. 

This notion of truth, or divine purpose wrapped in beauty, 
finds little place in the Church and in the lives of many creative 
Christ-followers today. The intellectual approach to God that 
most Christians have grown up with creates, by default, a great 
divide between beauty and truth, the creative community, and 
the Church. Truth and beauty were never created to exist apart 
from each other. Unfortunately, many now believe that beauty 
and truth have no connection and no need to co-exist in the 
Kingdom. It is on the rails of this skewed thinking that much of 
God’s beauty and creativity has been stripped away from the 
truth of the Kingdom. 

Beauty and Purpose in Scripture

If the Bible is the Word of God (which I believe it is), then the 
entire Bible is the Word of God. To be clear, I mean to say that 
the creativity that wraps the Gospel of the Kingdom throughout 
God’s Word is crucial to understanding and applying the truth 
it communicates. When the truth of God is isolated and conveniently removed from God’s creative story like easy to digest 
sound bites, the very life that truth was sent to communicate is 
uprooted. What remains, in the absence of the creative beauty 
and life of God, is a myriad of religious rules and hoops, much 
like the Law that ruled Israel before Christ. Instead of the gracefilled invitation to love wrapped in supernatural creativity that 
God intended, it requires what we could never give. The creative 
nature of God is what brings truth to life. Creativity is the supernatural aesthetic that enables the truth of God to come alive and 
penetrate the heart of man. Beauty propels truth into humanity 
and truth brings purpose to beauty. This is the demonstration of 
the Kingdom that the world so longs to experience.

Called to Fullness

The joy of our calling is that we, as artists who are both filled and 
skilled, have the opportunity to co-labor in the development of 
creative expression that is beautiful, purposeful and ultimately 
reveals the true nature of our God on the earth. It is this revelation through our creativity that releases the Glory of God on 
the earth. We are never more skilled than when we flow with 
His divine presence in the disciplines of our chosen craft. Conversely, we are never more filled than when we operate in and 
employ the divine principles of design, purpose and truth used 
by God in nature and given to us to release His Presence on 
earth. Finally, we are never more like God than when we create 
beauty and release purpose through it, worshipping Him in spirit 
and in truth through our creative expression. These are the worshippers for which the Father is searching.

To be found faithful in the creative process is the key to being 
filled and skilled. You cannot rely on the inspiration of the past or 
rest in the skills you have today. Rather, you must cooperate with 
the Spirit as He leads you into all wisdom, knowledge and truth. 
Living creatively in the Kingdom is not simply the adherence to, 
or completion of, a syllabus, as some people suppose. You are 
not in a class that is either pass or fail. As a son or daughter 
of the King, you’ve already passed and received an “A.” You 
have graduated. It is finished. You made it! The whole estate has 
already been given to you in Christ. Your task now is to thrive in 
the place He’s given you in the Kingdom. 

Creating With the Holy Spirit

The creative process for Christians is not some mindless activity 
where the Holy Spirit just takes over and creates through us. This 
kind of thinking suggests that we have nothing to offer and are 
simply empty conduits to be used by God. This not only devalues us as artists and as people, but it also downplays the very 
creative nature of God that lives within us. God didn’t create 
robots, He created sons and daughters with whom He could 
have a relationship; investing in them and watching them mature 
in His Kingdom.

As artists, we collaborate WITH the Holy Spirit as sons and daughters, not mindlessly channeling Him as if being possessed. When 
has God EVER worked through man like that? Never! It’s always 
our choice, our voice, and our expression with which He works.

The expression of the Kingdom always comes through YOUR 
voice. Otherwise, everyone would sound the same. To claim anything else is very dangerous spiritually and relationally, and sets 
people up for major deception and letdown.

Some people would say that we artists are simply vessels for God 
to move through, which is true in part. However, the movement 
of God within us always requires our response in order for transformation to be released through our creative expression. Otherwise, it would find either a brick wall in our heart and quickly 
stop, or breeze through with no need for our participation. 

Participation with the Spirit is not for bringing glory to ourselves, 
but at the same time we must not minimize our part. Misunderstanding this foundational principle hinders growth because it 
removes responsibility on the part of the artist. Frankly I believe 
it is one of the reasons why we see so much immature expression 
within the church in relation to artistry and creative expression. 
Instead of co-creating with God and being diligent in the development of the artistic craft with His Spirit, many creative people 
sit back on their proverbial laurels expecting God to do everything. Our calling as artists is to pursue with vigor the creative 
calling set before us, and to diligently hone our craft within the 
glorious atmosphere of His presence.

As a professional artist and one called to father creative people, 
I often get frustrated when I hear artists talking about getting 
‘free.’ This is usually in the context of throwing skill and excellence to the side as if they are mutually exclusive of each other. 
Yes, there is definitely a freedom that comes with moving and 
working in the Spirit beyond just the dry principles of skill alone. 

My prayer for this movement of prophetic creativity is that as 
we mature we will realize that being Spirit-led and free does not 
equal lack of skill or on-the-spot-spontaneity. Likewise, it should 
not elevate skill and planning to some lofty academic goal of 
perfection to be mastered. Learning to flow with the Spirit of 
God in our art is a skill in itself, and to have that skill filled with 
His presence is foundational to all prophetic expression. In that 
context, flowing with the Spirit skill – our enlarged capacity – 
enhances our ability to flow in spontaneity within the creative 
process. To see freedom and skill as separate is like asking a river 
to flow without banks. Life in the Kingdom is always about the 
balance between form and Spirit.

Summary

Let’s recap some of the truths you’ve uncovered regarding living 
a life that is both filled and skilled:
•
The degree to which you are willing to invest in the process of 
being skilled and filled, or steward well the gifting that God 
has invested in you, is the degree to which you can enlarge 
your capacity for the presence of God to flow through your 
creativity.

•
When God gives you something by way of revelation, He is 
not giving you a finished product. Rather, He is giving you the 
opportunity and the authority to begin to pursue that thing 
to completion.

•
Artists especially must work to maintain a balance through 
God’s grace of being both filled with the Spirit of God and 
His life-giving creative inspiration, while at the same time 
co-laboring with God using the real world skills needed to be 
able to execute on the idea God gives in the Spirit.

• When you are walking in the Kingdom and fulfilling your purpose in God, when you are chosen and under authority with 
a heart to serve and mentor others you will always, always, 
always have more than enough provision. It is a promise of 
your inheritance.

•
The creative nature of God is almost always manifested as 
purpose wrapped in beauty, something useful presented in a 
way that is both beautiful and yet full of intention.

•
To be found faithful in the creative process is the key to being 
filled and skilled. You cannot rely on the inspiration of the 
past or rest in the skills you have today. Rather, you must 
cooperate with the Spirit as He leads you into all wisdom, 
knowledge and truth.

•
The expression of the Kingdom always comes through YOUR 
voice. Your calling as an artist is to pursue with vigor the creative calling set before you, and to diligently hone your craft 
within the glorious atmosphere of His presence.







Chapter 5

Identity is Everything

God rejoices over us with singing 
Zephaniah 3:17
God is a creator. He is an artist and a musician, and when He 
sings and speaks, things happen. Not just anything, but literally 
the release of His creative nature causes energy and matter to 
line up with His intention. This is way beyond just religious metaphor, this is how the whole world was created and continues to 
be created and held together! 

Physicists claim that the universe is in a constant state of vibratory motion. String theory claims that there are tiny vibrating 
strands of energy at the center of all matter. Genesis and the
leading authority on creation research tell us that the Holy Spirit
vibrated over nuclear matter to energize it, giving it the ability
to be shaped and formed. Colossians tells us that God created
all visible and invisible things and that, “…By Him all things
consist.” Are you seeing the picture? All created things vibrate
and the Creator initiated this vibration in the Genesis account
of creation.

God has been singing for all eternity because that is a part of His 
creative nature. (Who else would have taught the angels and all 
the company of Heaven?) It is the song of the Lord, His creative 
intention expressed through music that literally holds the whole 
world in motion. The creative energy of His light and life are what 
give motion and purpose to everything that is, has been or ever 
will be. He is the galactic glue that holds everything together. 
Remember God’s Word says:

For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be the glory forever! Amen.

(Romans 11:36 NIV)

He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
(Colossians 1:17 NIV)
The Singing God

The Bible says in Zephaniah 3:17 (NIV): “The LORD your God 
is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great 
delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will 
rejoice over you with singing.”

It’s like the Father is literally singing His presence, His purpose, 
His intention, His very image into our complete being. When the 
Father speaks and sings, the whole universe resonates with His 
Glory, for His Glory, by His Glory. How much more do you and I 
resonate when He sings over us?

Furthermore, Hebrews 1:3 says that the Word of God is what 
holds everything that is created together: “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, 
sustaining all things by his powerful word…” (NIV).

A song is an interesting thing – much more than just the notes 
on a page. It is the unique and beautiful combination of musical 
notes, lyrics, and the intention of the artist who has written or is 
singing the song. I have been a musician for a long time. When 
I listen to someone sing, it’s always very obvious to me whether 
they are performing by rote or really communicating the song 
with the emotion and intention of its design. Great musicians 
have the ability to not simply play the notes on the page and 
sing the words, but to communicate something deeper through 
the notes and lyrics. 

The same thing is true with the song that God sings over you. The 
song God is singing is not just a trite little verse that He made up 
because He needed something to do. Instead, I believe the song 
the Lord sings over you is a song creation, a song intention, a 
song of purpose that literally sets in motion the direction of your 
life here on earth and throughout eternity. The story in Genesis 
1 reveals that in the middle of the dark and chaotic void, God 
spoke a word of creation. He said, “Let there be light” which 
was much more than just a setting to turn on the natural illumination. He was saying in essence, “Let there be a release of my 
nature.” When He did, everything contrary to His nature had to 
line up to the frequency of His voice. The sound of His voice literally caused the very atmosphere of the universe to shutter and 
shake, and to resonate with His Glory. 

God’s voice and the breath of His Spirit brought life to mere dirt 
and transformed what was just a simple piece of unfired pottery 
into humanity – you and I and the entire human race! Through 
the sound of His voice and His creative intention He literally set 
us into being. I believe it was then, even in that place of beauty, 
intention and creative momentum, that He began rejoicing over 
us with singing. He rejoices because He sees the intent of His 
heart – our purpose and destiny – all over us. 

More than a Song

Someone said that singing is just putting words to music or uttering melodious sounds at certain intervals. While that may be true 
there is much more to a song, especially when it comes from the 
heart of God. The song that God sings over us is one of purpose and intention. His song is one of design that literally causes 
us to begin resonating with His frequency. Through His song, 
we begin to shake and move like electrons revolving around the 
nucleus of an atom with one purpose and one design that cannot 
be mistaken. From even the most basic atomic level, it is the 
song of our Father that holds all of life together.

That concept should not seem strange to us. We know that the 
very first way God revealed Himself to humanity was as Creator 

– a divine Designer. The design of God is reflected in the minute 
details of creation and it is His design with which we resonate. 
When sin entered into the world, it literally changed our resonant 
frequency; that is we began to resonate with the frequency of 
sin, death, self-absorption and self-importance, rather than with 
the frequency God sang into us. This change in our body, mind 
and spirit produced a wide range of effects, including sickness, 
disease, depression, anxiety and a host of other maladies that we 
have become accustomed to here in the earth realm. However, 
these things were never God’s intention. His desire and design 
for us was that we would not resonate at the lower frequency of 
sin and death, but that we would literally resonate with the song 
that He sang into us on the day of our creation. 

Imagine your Father in heaven dreaming of you, complete with a 
picture of your life in His heart. Then imagine that as He dreamed, 
He began to sing your very purpose into being through the creative power of His Holy Spirit. I mean come on! How incredible 
is that? 

However, because sin entered into the world through our own 
choice, we have believed the lie that somehow our song is not 
valid, worthy or good enough. We have believed the lie that 
instead of singing our song we should sing someone else’s song 
because evidently their song is better than ours. We die on the 
stage of performance day after day and allow the lies of the 
enemy to inform, define, and even motivate our heart, instead 
of allowing the truth of God’s unique design for our life inform, 
define and motivate us. 

You see, like attracts like. When you create out of a place of
woundedness, fear and lack, then that is what is drawn to your
creative life. And you wonder why you can't create or sell anything? On the other hand, when you create from a place of
abundance, joy, life, hope and prosperity the whole Kingdom
lines up at your door to support you.

Your creative work is an overflow that comes from your heart 
and resonates with the frequency of what you believe. God’s 
frequency of love, life and light attracts the same. Lower frequencies of lack and fear also attract likes. You, and the creative 
expression of your life, were made to resonate with the song of 
the Lord – the very frequency of His Glory – and in turn the whole 
universe would come into alignment with His Kingdom in you: 
“Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27 NIV).

Beloved, this is why Jesus came to redeem all of humanity. For 
so long we have made the Gospel only about staying out of 
hell, which is a natural fruit of redemption…but the Gospel is 
about so much more. The Gospel is about restoring humanity 

– you and I – back to the place of beauty, intention, abundance 
and provision that God designed for us on the very first day of 
creation. It is about restoring us back to the original intent He 
dreamed for us as sons and daughters in His Kingdom, to walk, 
talk and co-labor with Him releasing His Glory on earth, enjoying 
His Kingdom as lovers of Him and each other, and the glory of 
His creation.

The War over Identity

At the same time, we are in a war with the enemy over our identity, which defines the human struggle at its very core. At the 
end of the day, all the enemy wants to do is steal, kill, destroy, 
confuse, pervert and manipulate what you believe about whom 
God created you to be… Your identity! If the enemy can do that 
then he knows that everything else is a piece of cake, because it 
is from the place of envisioning – the heart – that everything in 
this life flows. If he can change your heart and what you believe 
about whom you were created to be then he can destroy you. 
That is why the enemy always speaks to you about what you are 
not, what you have done or not done, or where you went too far. 
He is the accuser of the brethren and spends his days doing just 
that. 

Just like everything with Satan, this desire to manipulate and 
destroy comes out of his own place of woundedness. In Ezekiel 
28:12 NKJV it says Lucifer was created as “the seal of perfection.” Many scholars believe that the Bible refers to Lucifer as 
the angel who covered the throne of God with worship and was 
created with instruments inside his very being. 

The workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared 
in thee in the day that thou wast created. Thou art the anointed 
cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon 
the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the 
midst of the stones of fire.  (vv 13b-14 KJV)

The prophet Isaiah wrote about how Lucifer fell from heaven: 
“How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the 
dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid 
low the nations! You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; 
I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned 
on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred 
mountain. I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make 
myself like the Most High.’ But you are brought down to the 
grave, to the depths of the pit.” (Isaiah 14:12-15 NIV)

Lucifer’s sin was not that he was beautiful, talented and creatively 
brilliant; those were things that the Father gifted Him with so 
that he could fill the heavens with worship before the Throne. 
The sin was Lucifer’s desire to see himself and that which he created raised to equality with God. Bottom line; Lucifer believed 
that seeking his way, his desire and his pleasure separate from 
the Father would bring him fulfillment and happiness. However, 
this is what brought him, and many others, down into death 
and destruction. Sadly, that same lie entangles us today. (Matt 
Tommey, © 2011, “Unlocking the Heart of the Artist”)

Now you can see how identity is everything, acting as the foundation for everything you are able and unable to do in the Kingdom. Identity sets the tone for whether you will be able to thrive 
or will simply work to survive in life. 

God speaks to us as His sons and daughters because He always 
speaks to our identity in Him. He never speaks to us in the areas 
of our lives where we don’t measure up. That’s a huge difference. 

Moreover, it’s not just about who you are or even whom God 
says you are. Rather it’s what you believe about who God says 
you are, what you can do, what you can have and what you were 
designed to do in the Kingdom.

How the Kingdom Works

If God wants to do anything on the earth He does it through 
a man or woman because He's given us legal authority in this 
realm to operate as the ones in charge (Genesis 1:26ff). To do 
anything else would be to violate the laws He established. By 
the way, the same thing is true for the enemy; he really can't do 
anything in this realm unless he gets somebody to cooperate 
with him through the principle of agreement. 

This is why Paul spent so much time writing about it in the New 
Testament reminding the churches of who they were in Christ. He 
knew that unless they understood they would either fall into religious legalism, unbelief, or some mixture of both, leaving them 
totally ineffective in the Kingdom. 

Both Jesus and Paul spent a lot of time establishing our identity 
and what we have in Christ:

•
We are the righteousness of God in Christ – 2 Corinthians 

5:21

•
We are seated with Him in heavenly places – Ephesians 2:6-7

•
We are sons (not slaves), joint heirs with Jesus – Romans 8:17; 

Galatians 4:7

•
We have all things needed for life and Godliness – 2 Peter 

1:3-4

•
The whole estate has been given unto us – Luke 15:11-32

•
Nothing can separate us from the Love of God in Christ Jesus 

– Romans 8:31-39

•
We have been given the keys to the Kingdom to bind and 

loose – Matthew 16:19; 18:18

•
We have been given all authority in heaven and in earth and

have been sent by Jesus into all the world – Matthew 28:18-20

•
We can ask whatever we want when we ask in Jesus’ name 

and agree – Matthew 18:19

•
When we pray, we can believe that we have already received 

it – Mark 11:24

We will be totally ineffective unless we operate from this understanding of who we are in the Kingdom. I believe most of the 
church today lives in a place of utter defeat because we have 
believed the lies that religion or the enemy has told us:

• You  are  not  qualified,  healed,  righteous  or  experienced 
enough

• You don’t fit the mold of what a Christian should look like

• Your calling doesn’t fit in the four walls of the church so it is 
not valid 

• You don’t have enough money, resources, relationships or 
influence.

The full demonstration of God’s Kingdom has yet to manifest 
on the earth, and God is just waiting to release it to His sons 
and daughters who will stand up and take their place. Luke 8:10 
says: “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God
has been given to you...” (NIV). They lawfully belong to us and
we have access to them, but it is only through the door of a
healthy identity that we can discover them. Otherwise, we tend
to believe that we are waiting outside the city gates for God
to come and do something, when in reality most of what we
are waiting on God to do He’s already done and given us the
authority to move forward.

So, identity – understanding who you are, whose you are and 
what you have in the Kingdom – is key to thriving in whatever it 
is that God has called you to! It is the issue at hand.

Manifesting the Kingdom in Your Life

Let’s jump through a couple of passages of Scripture that lend 
support to this idea that what we believe about our identity is 
vital to seeing it manifest in our life. The first is when Jesus asked 
His disciples, "Who do you say that I am." 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is? 
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”“But what about 
you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, 
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, 
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 
to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell 
you that you are Peter and on this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven.” Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that 
he was the Messiah. (Matthew 16:13-20 NIV)

This passage clearly shows that Jesus knew He was the Son of 
God. There was no question about it in His mind, but in order for 
Him to be able to walk with the disciples in the Kingdom, they 
had to understand and believe it as well. Graham Cooke said in 
his series, “Living Your Truest Identity,” that “If people don’t see 
our true identity, it’s hard for us to walk with them.” The disciples’ 
belief about who Jesus was (and who they were for that matter) 
defined their own reality and their ability to thrive in everything 
Jesus had promised. 

Notice what happened once Simon Peter declared who Jesus 
was. First, Peter was affirmed as a son and Jesus changed his 
name. These are both very significant because they set the stage 
for everything else that happened next. Once Peter knew he was 
a son and had his identity (his name) redefined, Jesus established Peter’s destiny in the Kingdom (“on this rock I’ll build my 
church”) and gave him the authority to carry out that calling (“I 
will give you the keys to the Kingdom…”).

Thriving in your Kingdom identity is about being able to fully 
receive who God is and who you are in Him. Once you do that, 
you have all the power and provision you need for your Kingdom 
assignment.

Second let's look at the Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25 
where Jesus talked about three men who were each given a 
measure of resource from the master:

For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five 
talents to another two, to another one, to each according to 
his ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five 
talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five 
talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two 
talents more. But he who had received the one talent went 
and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after 
a long time the master of those servants came and settled 
accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents 
came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents 
more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you 
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also 
who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents 
more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you 
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who 
had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I 
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, 
and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, 
and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 
what is yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and 
slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown 
and gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to 
have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming 
I should have received what was my own with interest. So take 
the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 
For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have 
an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he 
has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into 
the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’

(Matthew 25:14-30 ESV)

The first two guys did great. They received the investment from 
their master, were good stewards over it and gave the master a 
return on his investment. However, take a look at the third guy. 
This fellow did almost the opposite, taking the investment and 
hiding it. But why? Why would he hide his investment when the 
others were clearly looking to increase theirs? It’s simple. He was 
limited in what he was able to do, not because he didn't have 
resources, but because of what he believed about the one who 
gave him resources. Remember, he said “I believed you to be a 
hard man” which not only provides insight into what he believed 
about his master, but also about his relationship to the master. 
Fear regarding his own identity and unbelief about the identity of 
his master put a major roadblock before him which contributed 
to his inability to produce fruit. Not only that, but it led to banishment from the presence of the master and his fellow workers.

Adam and Eve experienced nearly the same thing after they 
chose to believe the enemy’s lie about God. Basically the lie was 
that God was not who He said He was, did not have their best 
interest at heart and ultimately could not be trusted. They sinned 
because they believed the lie, which brought a curse upon them 
resulting in toil, sweat and banishment from God’s presence. 

Cain fell into the same trap. God set boundaries, but Cain 
believed a lie about who God was, what God required and how 
he could respond to God. The result was toil, sweat, wandering 
and banishment from the presence of God – essentially what I’ve 
called the “Starving Artist Syndrome.” (If you want to dive a little 
deeper, I cover this extensively in “Unlocking the Heart of the 
Artist.”)

Beloved, God’s desire for you is that your life will be full. His purpose in sending Jesus was not to just keep you out of hell, but 
to give you the life He desires for you. Life is all about provision, 
abundance, joy, peace and fulfilling your destiny in the Kingdom. 
It’s all about living in the Tree of Life. 

Our sin nature and believing the lies of the enemy about who 
God is, keeps us doubting God’s goodness and eating from the 
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. We live feeling like we 
have to perform and make all the choices ourselves. Eating from 
the Tree of Life enables us to receive the good things that the 
Father has already provided for us as His sons and daughters.

Next, let's look at what Solomon said about man: “For as he 
thinks in his heart, so is he”(Proverbs 23:7 NKJV). Again you can 
see that what you believe in your heart about who you are determines your reality. Your heart is key to your identity because it is 
the place that brings forth the fruit of your life. It is the incubator 
of your reality. 

Consider this Scripture where Jesus taught using the Parable of 
the Growing Seed: “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A 
man scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he 
sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does 
not know how. All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, 
then the head, then the full kernel in the head. As soon as the
grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has 
come.” (Mark 4:26-29 NIV)

Earlier in the same chapter, Jesus described the soil as the heart 
and the seeds as the Word of God. Notice what He meant – the 
heart, all by itself, produces the fruit and we don’t know how it 
happens. 

Co-Creating Your Reality

Here is a law of the Kingdom: Your heart is an incubator designed 
by God to produce a harvest. It just works that way, regardless of 
what you put in it through the principle of faith and agreement. If 
you put in the Word of God, then the Kingdom is brought forth. 
Likewise, if you put in fear or doubt then those things will bring 
forth fruit after their kind. The seeds you have planted in your 
heart determine the fruit of your life. Consider the Word that 
says:

“His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly 
life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory 
and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and 
precious promises, so that through them you may participate in 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world 
caused by evil desires.” (2 Peter 1:3-4 NIV)

Human beings are designed to co-create their reality with God 
from their hearts, which are based in a place of sonship, abundance and provision. Most people however, never even get to 
this place because their identity is so screwed up. They don't 
believe that they were created for such greatness in the Kingdom. They believe the lies of fear, doubt and religion. They put 
those seeds in their heart and confess them with their mouth. 
They apply faith to them, agree with them and then let their 
heart bring forth the fruit. Sadly however, the picture inside their 
heart is wrong. 

God wants to change the picture inside of your heart based on 
His promises and what He says about you, not what the enemy 
or your fear says. When you change the picture, you change the 
hope. When your hope changes, then faith is activated and what 
is produced out of the incubator changes. Make sense? Without 
the ability to imagine and dream with God, and cooperate with 
him through your unique creative expression to bring that vision 
into the earth realm, you have no ability to walk by faith.

At the end of the day, all the enemy cares about is destroying 
your willingness to believe and receive who you are in Christ. 
He knows if he can do that then the natural outflow will kill the 
demonstration of the Kingdom in your life. He will try to steal, 
kill, destroy or confuse your identity in order to keep you ineffective. With some people he does it with money, others with relationships, self-worth, sexuality issues, self-hatred, the list goes 
on. That was my story, and unfortunately it may be yours as well. 

The Battle over Identity

As a kid growing up in a Christian home, I felt the call of God on 
my life at an early age. I sang, played the piano, preached and 
would do anything just to get in front of people. I loved Jesus 
and I also loved the spotlight. I definitely came by it honestly. 

By the time I was in my early adolescent years, a sense of God 
wanting to use my life for His Glory was coming into focus, while 
at the same time my relationship with my dad was beginning to 
deteriorate. (Thankfully, my relationship with my father is completely restored!) You see, just like the Father has a design and 
plan for my life, so did the enemy and what happened next was 
kind of the perfect storm. 

Beginning at age 5, I took piano lessons each and every week 
from Mrs. McGee. She was in her 80’s when I started taking lessons, and when I was 11 or 12 years old, she passed away. For 
whatever reason, no one told me about it and when I did find 
out, I was absolutely devastated, but not overtly. I had no way 
to process that kind of trauma. So, when I went to take piano 
lessons from another teacher a few weeks later, I was surprised 
to find out that I could no longer read music. When she opened 
the sheet music before me that day, it was as if I had never seen 
music before. Even to this day, I only play by ear.

Around the same time, my grandpa, who I called “Papa,” died 
unexpectedly. The trauma of that death weighed heavily on my 
mom and me, since we were so very close. During the same 
weekend that he died a very difficult season of my life began that 
included sexual abuse from a very close family member. I was 
devastated, confused and set up for total destruction. 

My confusion, like most survivors of sexual abuse, caused me to 
really struggle with issues surrounding my identity. These issues 
not only centered on my own sexual identity as a young adolescent boy, but also who I was in the eyes of God, family and 
friends. I felt alone in my struggle and for many, many years told 
no one. Unfortunately for those closest to me, my desire to hide 
and stuff the pain resulted in living a double life of religious performance and addiction. It felt like I was on a fast-moving train 
with no hope of ever being able to escape the ride.

Over time, God began to do heart surgery and change the
picture in my heart of who I was created to be. I shared my
struggle for the first time with some loving friends who had an
inner-healing ministry. It was then that I began to receive ministry and build healthy relationships with other men who knew
my struggle. I also shared everything with my wife and, difficult
as it was, we began the long, slow journey of rebuilding our
relationship. Before long, God’s view of who He created me to
be started to manifest within me and my life changed. Just like
any garden, constant cultivation is required and the weeds are
many, but as the old song says, “What a wonderful change in
my life has been wrought. Since Jesus came into my heart.”

Right now, God wants to set you free from the lies that the enemy 
has sown in your heart. He wants to teach you how to agree with 
whom He created you to be, sow the seeds of His promises and 
replace the old picture in your heart with a new one. Yes, the 
Father wants to re-establish your identity in Him and set you on 
a course to thrive in the Kingdom. 

One of my favorite quotes is from St. Irenaeus, an early church 
father. He said that “The glory of God is man fully alive.” You 
see, God gets no greater glory from your life than when you live 
the life He designed for you in all of its fullness. You don’t have 
to live out of that old identity any longer than you choose.

If that is you, I encourage you right now to just pray this simple 
prayer with me: 
Father, thank you for uniquely creating me as your beautiful son 
/ daughter. I repent – I change my thinking – about who I am and 
come out of agreement with the lies of the enemy that want me 
to believe that I am ______________________________________
______________ (just fill in the blank… it might take a while.) I 
choose to agree with whom you say I am – your Truth – because 
I know that the Truth will set me free. Thank you Father that you 
say:

•
I have everything I need for life and godliness. (2 Peter 1:3)

•
I can participate in God’s divine nature through His very great 
and precious promises (2 Peter 1:4)

•
I am a child of God (John 1:12)

• I have been justified (Romans 5:1)

•
I am Jesus's friend (John 15:15)

•
I belong to God (1 Corinthians 6:20)

•
I am a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17)

• I am confident that God will perfect the work He has begun 
in me (Philippians 1:6)

•
I have not been given a spirit of fear, but of power, love and 
self-discipline (2 Timothy 1:7)

•
I am born of God and the evil one cannot touch me (1 John 
5:18)

•
I am blessed in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing (Ephesians 1:3)

•
Help me to renew my mind as I choose to sow into my heart 
the seeds of your precious promises. In Jesus name, Amen!

You see my friend, to live with a sin-consciousness, a pass-fail 
consciousness, or a good or bad mentality is like eating over 
and over again from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and 
Evil. That was never God’s intention for your life and you cannot 
make it yours. You have been designed by the Father to eat from 
the Tree of Life as children of the most high God, never wanting, 
never in lack, never having to worry about ‘falling off the wagon’ 
or ‘getting it right’ enough for God. You have been redeemed, 
reclaimed, made new, bought with a price, built in to Him as a 
living stone. You are the righteousness of Christ. You are a new 
creation. You are a living testimony of His Grace. You are a reflector of His image and a conduit of His glory in the earth. You are 
a co-creator with the Spirit of beauty and life. To be any less is to 
degrade Jesus, the very Gift of God, and His work on the cross.

When you love without fear, your desire is to have all of you filled 
with all of Him. This brings Glory to the Father because you are 
fulfilling His creative intention for your life. It also births abundant life in you because you are living out your intended purpose 
from an identity based in His grace.

Summary

Let’s recap some of the truths we’ve uncovered about the importance if identity:

•
God is a creator. He is an artist and a musician, and when He 

sings and speaks things happen because of His transforming 
nature.
•
God’s song over you and in you creates a resonant frequency 
of the Kingdom that causes you to vibrate with His nature. 
Your role as Kingdom creative is to tune in to the song God 
put inside of your being and come into harmony with Him.

•
The enemy is at war with humanity over the issue of identity. 
If he can skew your belief about your identity, then he knows 
everything else is an easy target.

•
The Kingdom is manifested in and through your life through 
the principle of seeing and agreeing with the Father’s intention in any given situation. The degree to which you steward 
well God’s investment in your life is the degree to which you 
will grow in influence and stature in the Kingdom. 

•
You have a responsibility to co-labor with the Father through 
the Spirit to release the Kingdom of Heaven into the earth 
realm as His ambassador. Knowing your identity in Christ is 
foundational to being able to operate successfully in your 
unique calling.







Chapter 6

Creativity in the Parables of Jesus

Jesus was a master storyteller. I think if He was on the earth today,
He’d still be gathering people in local diners, city parks and on the
front porches of old country stores telling stories about the Kingdom. Why? Because to Jesus, stories aren’t just trite little creative
distractions that make us feel better. Stories give the truth of the
Kingdom the sticking power they need to penetrate and stay in
someone’s heart and produce fruit. Luci Shaw wrote: “Perhaps it
is God who knows us better than we know ourselves, is not content to speak simply to the rational intelligence, but He informs us
instead through imagination, intuition, wonder and epiphany in
moments of crystal insight and lifetimes of pondering.”

If you are like me, you’ve probably heard thousands of sermons over your life explaining the theological nuances of this
or that. And if you’re even more like me, you probably remember very little, if any of it. However, I’m sure you probably have
your favorite stories that you’ve heard over the years that you
just keep sharing. Why? Because stories stick. They are made
to remember and that’s the point. Jesus knew that, so guess
what? He told stories. His human imagination and spirit interacted with the Holy Spirit and creatively released the Kingdom
through words that penetrate the spirit of the hearer.

Let’s pause here for a second. I think it’s important to know why 
Jesus chose to release the power of the Kingdom through stories. Up until then, most of what the leaders communicated to 
the children of God was Law. In other words, a cold list of dos 
and don’ts that no one ever had a hope of living up to. In fact, 
it became so daunting a task that I’m sure many people just 
gave up, thinking there would never be any way to get it right. 
Whole  subcultures  of  sacrifice  salesmen,  penance  preachers 
and redemption revelators probably came on the scene to help 
people get around the Law. That is human nature. Until Jesus 
came along, it was a rule-followers paradise. 

When Jesus began His public ministry it was a different game 
altogether. He didn’t come preaching rules and regulations. He 
came preaching the Good News of a Kingdom that lived inside 
a person’s heart. His was a Kingdom that wasn’t concerned with 
only outward behavior modification and keeping you in line, but 
heart transformation that would yield life transformation and a 
love story with the Father. His message was different because it 
was more than just a list. His message needed to penetrate the 
hearts of the people, go in deep and lodge like a seed in order 
to start producing Kingdom fruit. He knew that religious lists of 
dos and don’ts would never accomplish that, but Kingdom truth 
wrapped in creativity and deposited in love would. Even the 
incarnation of Jesus was, at its core, a creative demonstration of 
the love of God made manifest in the earth realm to bring transformation to humanity and the world.

It is interesting to ponder the importance of creativity in the 
transformation of a person’s heart. Creativity as employed by 
Jesus was not something that was seen as icing on the top, but 
rather essential to the ongoing transformation process. I would 
suggest that if Jesus saw creativity as essential, then so should 
we. This has profound implications for creative people because 
it affirms our calling, not just as entertainers or ones that bring 
beauty into the mundane, rather as carriers of transformation in 
culture. In fact, I would go so far as to say that without the creative release of the nature of God on the earth, there can be no 
real, lasting transformation. 

I said all of that as a foundation for what’s coming next. These 
parables that Jesus taught are essential for us to understand and 
to experience real transformation, not only in terms of our spiritual life, but our creativity as well. The stories are deep, rich, 
multi-faceted expressions of the heart of God. They carry much 
more than we could ever mine from them and yet our goal is to 
mine the truth they carry regarding creativity. 

My prayer is that these parables will penetrate your heart and 
deposit a life-changing seed of transformation regarding your 
own creativity. Whether you’re an artist, musician, creative entrepreneur or stay-at-home-mom, these parables carry Kingdom 
truth that you need. Receive it now!

The Parable of the Prodigal Son

I’m starting this section with the story of the Prodigal Son because 
beyond any other story regarding your life and creativity, it is 
incredibly foundational. I really want you to embrace the truth 
contained in these next verses because they are the seeds of 
transformation in your life and creativity. It’s a little long and you 
may know it, but take the time to read it afresh. Here’s how the 
story goes:

And he said, “There was a man who had two sons.  And the 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share 
of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property 
between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered 
all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he 
squandered his property in reckless living. And when he had 
spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he 
began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of 
the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed 
pigs.  And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs 
ate, and no one gave him anything.

But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's 
hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here 
with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your 
hired servants.”’ And he arose and came to his father. But while 
he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son 
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father 
said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring 
the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this 
my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ 
And they began to celebrate.

Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew 
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called 
one of the servants and asked what these things meant. And he 
said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed 
the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and 
sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came 
out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, these 
many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has 
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened 
calf for him!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, 
and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be 
glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and 
is found.’ Luke 15:11-32 ESV)

Through the eyes of religion, this story can bring shame and condemnation. Many of us have read it that way for a long time, 
thinking that we were the lowly son who chose his own way, disappointed his Father and had to come groveling back, ashamed 
and fearful of what repercussions may be in store. It is the story 
people always go to right before they say the dreaded line “I’m 
just a sinner saved by grace.” Today, I want to reorient your heart 
to understand what this story is really about. I believe this parable should more aptly be named “The Parable of the Extravagant Father,” and here’s why.

What do sinners do? They sin; nothing special about that. It’s to 
be expected. It is what they do. In fact, it’s what we all did before 
we came to know Jesus. For many, that’s the story – just an old 
sinner who finally came to his senses and came back to the Lord. 
Beloved, that may be how the story began, but it’s not at all how 
it ends. 

This parable is about a father whose extravagant love was not 
exhausted for a son who chose to go his own way. This parable 
is about how the father poured out his extravagant love on his 
son and, in the face of religious pride from the older brother, 
restored the whole estate back to the one who had run away. 

If you make the story about the sin, then you will always be 
focused on not running away. It’s like believing that salvation 
is all about not going to hell instead of restoration to a loving 
Father (God) and experiencing abundant life in His Kingdom 
for all eternity. However, if you learn of the extravagance of the 
Father’s love and the inheritance that He has given to you as a 
son or daughter, then the story will motivate your heart by grace 
throughout your life.

There is so much in this story that we could cover, but I just want
to point out a couple of things that are foundational to creativity in
the Kingdom in particular. First is the poverty-minded, do-it-yourself mentality that many artists think is just normal. I talked a lot
about this in the early chapters of my book “Unlocking the Heart
of the Artist” so I won’t repeat all that here. Suffice it to say, that
mentality is not God’s best for us, but rather a curse that comes
upon us when we choose to walk our own way, separate from the
love of the Father.

This poverty mentality is viral and can proliferate through every 
area of your life, not just your finances. You can have poverty of 
relationships, or as a creative, poverty of ideas, poverty of great 
work. Why? Because anytime you separate any part of yourself 
from the love of the Father and your identity in Him, you invite a 
curse upon your life just like Adam and Cain. Christ broke every 
curse and in Him there is no condemnation. Just allow the Holy 
Spirit to transform your mind by faith, through His grace and the 
results will change as well. You can’t just white-knuckle change 
it. You have to be a good receiver, not a performer; you must 
accept what Christ already did for you through the finished work 
of the cross.

The best way to demolish a poverty mentality in your life and 
creativity is by digesting the revelation that you are a son or a 
daughter of the King and not a slave. You are not just a worker 
for God, you’re a son, a joint heir with Jesus, redeemed, in the 
Beloved, favored, set apart, righteous, holy and sanctified. The 
story of the Prodigal Son illustrates this beautifully.

Think of it. The son went his own way and spent his entire portion of the estate on his own desires. Verse 17 says “when he 
came to himself…” Other translations say “when he came to his 
senses…” Only then could he start on the road back to his father. 
That was the moment of repentance and transformation for him. 
How you ask? Because what he believed about himself and his 
father changed. 

That, my friend, is repentance, the rethinking of reality and 
coming into alignment with what the Father says is true. For us 
believers, the gift of repentance should never focus on how bad 
we think we are, but on how good God is. It should always teach 
us how to realign our heart and mind with His for the sake of intimacy and fruitfulness with Him.

Notice that his repentance didn’t require groveling or crawling 
in penance before his father. Instead, his father accepted him 
with open arms, running to him and putting the ring and robe of 
authority and favor on him. Not only that, but the father restored 
to his son the whole estate. In fact, he gave him a double portion 

– the portion he squandered and his restored portion – double. 
His position, possessions, authority, protection, and inheritance, 
everything was restored to him. The best part was that the father 
never said anything else about it. In fact, the father never even 
mentioned the sins of the son. As far as the father was concerned 
the sins were gone never to be remembered again, just like our 
Father has done for us in Christ.

Beloved, as a son or daughter of the King, you have been given 
the whole estate. It all belongs to you. You have been given 
everything you need for life and godliness through the finished 
work of Jesus (2 Peter 1:3). There is nothing, nothing, nothing 
you have need of because in Christ you have all things. Poverty 
is not your inheritance! 

When it comes to your creativity then, the story gets even better. 
Luke 8:10 says the secrets of the Kingdom are your inheritance! 
Every creative idea you will ever need has already been given 
to you. Every divine appointment and relationship you need to 
accomplish your Kingdom assignment has already been planned. 
You are righteous in Christ (Romans 3:22), not ‘becoming’ righteous as some would suggest, and your steps are ordered by the 
Lord. You have need of nothing! You were designed to reign and 
rule in the authority of your Father, the King! 

The Parable of the Talents

Next, let’s discuss the Parable of the Talents. This story is by far 
one of my favorites that Jesus shared because so much truth is 
packed into just a few lines. Read it for yourself:

For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five 
talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to 
his ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five 
talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five 
talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two 
talents more. But he who had received the one talent went 
and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after 
a long time the master of those servants came and settled 
accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents 
came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents 
more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you 
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also 
who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents 
more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you 
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who 
had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I 
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, 
and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, 
and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 
what is yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and 
slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown 
and gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to 
have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming 
I should have received what was my own with interest. So take 
the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 
For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have 
an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he 
has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into 
the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’

(Matthew 25:14-30 ESV)

Jesus used this parable to teach about stewardship in the Kingdom of God, so please don’t confuse this with your eternal salvation. Growing in the Kingdom is an entirely different deal. Once 
you are saved, you are kept by the mercy and grace of God for all 
eternity. It comes with the package, not because of what you’ve 
done but because of who God is and what Jesus did on your 
behalf. Growing in the Kingdom however, is a whole different 
ballgame. Once you’re in the Kingdom, you get the opportunity 
to grow, respond and steward the gifts that God has invested in 
you for His Glory. When the Bible talks about laying up treasures 
in Heaven and gaining crowns and rewards, it’s talking about the 
results from the work you did in the Kingdom while here on earth. 

You have probably heard this story countless times, but because
it is so profound I want to unpack it a bit for you. First of all,
there are 3 different people in the story. Anytime you see 3 in
the Bible, you can take note that God is trying to convey completeness of the truth being communicated and that the truth
is all-encompassing in its reach. Secondly, you’ll notice that
each person in the story is given a different measure of ‘talents’
based on their individual ability. I know that may rub some of
you the wrong way. But again, we’re not talking about salvation, which is free to everyone. Life in the Kingdom is based on
stewardship:  “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful
in much” (Luke 16:10 ESV).

Let’s just stop right there for a moment. As a creative person 
who may have a lot of natural talent or giftedness in the arts, 
business or other creative expressions, there can be feelings of 
entitlement for certain things like money, accolades, or special 
treatment, the list goes on. However in the Kingdom of God, 
which is based in humility and a servant’s heart, this is not the 
case. The Kingdom is where we cultivate fruitfulness based on a 
life of faithfulness. Again, this doesn’t mean that we’re saved or 
kept saved by our works, but rather that the result of being truly 
saved is a life full of fruit. As the Spirit leads us daily, we should 
develop our own unique gifts for the Glory of God. As we do, 
then more will be invested in us. Pretty soon, we look around and 
think “Hey I’m living the 10 talent dream,” because we took the 
time to invest and steward well what God invested in us.

Now in the Parable, the first guy and the second guy are pretty 
straight forward. Right? I mean both had talents, they invested 
them well and got a return on the investment for their master. 
That’s what the Father desires for you, too. Value His investment, 
steward it well and co-labor with the Spirit to see fruit produced 
in your life and creative expression. 

The third guy is the one that always gets me. It’s probably 
because I’ve been more like him in my life than the others. The 
first thing we know about him is that he only gets one talent from 
his master. He’s either new to this process or he’s been at it for 
awhile and never really done anything up until then. Like a lot of 
us, when given something to do in the Kingdom by the Father, 
he allowed fear to take over. Instead of standing in the place 
that the master had given him – a place of calling, authority and 
provision – he chose to take the investment and hide it in the 
ground. This action showed that he was fearful of not being able 
to measure up in his calling, so he thought it would be better to 
just go and hide the talent. That way at least he wouldn’t lose it. 
(Consider for a moment that the ground or earth could be a metaphor for the flesh or the earth-curse system, and he deposited 
or hid it there instead of in the Kingdom.)

Have you ever been like that? You desired to do something great 
for God but when He actually released you to do it with calling, authority and provision you just got overwhelmed with fear? 
Friend, let me tell you that is not the Lord. When you allow fear 
to overcome you in your Kingdom call you not only thwart God’s 
purposes in your life and allow the enemy to win, you actually 
invite negative consequences to come against you. Remember, 
“God has not given us [you] a spirit of fear, but of power and of 
love and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7 NKJV).

It is interesting how this third guy got into such a bad situation 
after it started out so promising. It had to do with one thing – 
what he believed about the master. Notice what he said:

He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 
‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man (emphasis mine), reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed,  so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent 
in the ground. Here you have what is yours. (vv 24-25 ESV)

“I knew you to be a hard man…” Listen, because this is huge. 
Whatever you believe about your Heavenly Father directly 
impacts what you’re willing to believe and do with Him in the 
Kingdom. Belief precedes faith and faith always precedes action, 
no matter what that belief is in. If you believe that you’ll never 
measure up, that you’re not good enough, that you can’t do it… 
Then guess what? Your faith in those lies will magnetize them 
to you and ultimately will manifest in your life. But the opposite 
is also true. When you believe the truth about God, whom He 
says you are and what you can do, then nothing is impossible. 
Remember, the Word of God says that “nothing is impossible 
with God” (Luke 1:37 NLT).

When it comes to living creatively, this concept is foundational.
Creativity requires risk and risk always requires trust. If you’re
not willing to risk then you will never be able to walk in the
creativity the Father has designed for you. But if you, like the
first two men in the story, can be fruitful with what you have in
your hand right now, trusting that the Master has set you up to
win then guess what? You will win! You will thrive and grow in
the Kingdom because your faith is alive in the Truth, Jesus. The
great thing about your Father is that risk with Him is no risk at
all! He’s in control and has given you everything you need for
life and godliness to win and reign in this life!

The Parable of the Ten Virgins

The Parable of the Ten Virgins, which Jesus shared immediately 
before the Parable of the Talents, holds a very complimentary 
truth. Both parables focus on the need for Kingdom people to 
be ready for what God has prepared for them, and to go for it no 
matter the obstacle. Here’s the text:

Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them 
were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish took 
their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took 
flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, 
they all became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was 
a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then 
all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps 
are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there 
will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers 
and buy for yourselves.’ And while they were going to buy, 
the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in 
with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to 
us.’ But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 
Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
(Matthew 25:1-13 ESV)

The overt truth that Jesus taught in this parable has to do with
salvation and being ready for the coming of the Lord. However,
there’s much to learn about our own Kingdom creativity in this
parable as well.

Like in the Parable of the Talents, there are wise and foolish 
people. You’ll see this common thread throughout the Gospels 
in the stories of people who get it and those who choose not to 
get it. However, to the ones who choose truth, relationship, and 
faith, there is life and abundance beyond imagination.

This creative Kingdom life that Jesus promised is ours by faith 
through His grace, but we have to receive it and walk in it. We
can have all of His creative nature flowing through us because 
He desires to give good gifts to His children. It’s not His desire to 
hold back from us any good thing, but rather to lavish on us His 
love and provision. Here’s the deal though: We can’t just sit there 
like bumps on a log waiting for everything to come to us. Like 
the five foolish virgins in the story, we can easily be distracted or 
become tired and miss out on the reward the Father has for us. 

Please don’t see this as dead works or having to work to please 
God. Rather it’s about taking your place, which is covered in 
grace, for your Kingdom assignment and receiving all that the 
Father has for you. As you do, you’ll experience the abundant 
life Jesus promised. Outside of that creative Kingdom assignment, you’ll be miserable trying to make something happen in 
the flesh. Believe me, that is not where you want to be.

Conversely, when you look at the wise virgins, they were prepared. Again Jesus emphasized our role in the process of walking in the Kingdom. Jesus has given us everything we need but 
we have to show up and participate with Him. Not only that, we 
must participate as ready, willing and prepared sons and daughters. Notice that the ten virgins did what they needed to do in 
order to be ready for their calling – their lamps were filled and 
ready. When the Bridegroom came, they had everything they 
needed to stand in the place designed for them.

When it comes to your own creative expression, what has God 
called you to do? Has the Bridegroom been delayed? Has your 
idea or plan not yet come to full fruition? Then fill up your lamps 
and keep the wicks trimmed. Be ready. You never know when the 
moment of divine provision, inspiration or connection is coming. 
If you get lazy then you could very well miss the thing that God 
has prepared for you and that is definitely not what the Father 
wants for you. 

The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders

This is one of the first Bible stories I learned as a kid. Remember 
that song? “The wise man built his house upon a rock…” Not 
only does the story talk about the need for a good spiritual foundation, it’s foundational for our creativity as well. Here’s how the 
story goes:

Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 
As for everyone who comes to me and hears my words and 
puts them into practice, I will show you what they are like. 
They are like a man building a house, who dug down deep 
and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was 
well built. But the one who hears my words and does not 
put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the 
ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck 
that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete. 
(Luke 6:46-49 NIV)

Are you beginning to see a pattern with Jesus? He’s all about a 
heartfelt response to His Word. Jesus emphasized the foundational need to respond to His teaching in this parable. He did so 
by relating it to a man who built his house upon the rock, versus a 
man who does not respond as building his house upon the sand.

I had a business coach many years ago who told me that the biggest impediment to my success would be two words: “I know.” I 
believe that so strongly. 

When we act like we have it all together, know the deal, and 
don’t need any input from anyone, we set ourselves up for failure 
and destruction – just like in the story. However, when we heed 
the words of Jesus with a teachable spirit, a sure foundation is 
created for us.

Apply this truth in your creative process. When you’re creating 
with excellence, whatever the end result may be, it’s important 
to realize that no matter how good the idea is, it’s always limited by the foundation. Remember the old saying: “The depth 
of your foundation determines the height of your success.” I see 
so much frustration in emerging artists because they find themselves with a huge vision but undeveloped skill, unable to execute what they see in the Spirit. Rather than pressing into skill 
development and building a strong foundation in their chosen 
medium, they press on in artistic mediocrity and spiritual fervor 
frustrated by not being able to produce. As my artist friend, Lin 
Berry says: “Mediocrity does not impress.” 

You can see through this parable and the others we’ve discussed, that thriving in the Kingdom is about receiving the
grace and inspiration God freely gives, and then building with
Him. It has to be both. A sure foundation for your creativity
always begins in Christ. There will also be plenty of other things
necessary in the foundation like your ability to work with others,
understanding your chosen creative medium, and skills to take
ideas from thoughts to tangible expression.

A solid foundation takes years to build. In fact, it is commonly 
accepted by many artists that to become a master at your chosen 
craft, you need to invest 10,000 hours of practice. Close your 
ears to what I’m not saying! I did not say that God can’t use you 
until you’re a master or reach perfection. Nothing could be further from the truth. What I am saying is that you must be willing 
to invest in and craft well your creative foundation because it 
is critical to your long-term success as an artist or businessperson. Otherwise, you may have periodic flashes of success but will 
never be able to maintain it over the long haul.

The Parable of Salt and Light 

If you know me at all then you realize that I’ve never struggled
too much with this whole “hide it under a bushel” temptation.
I’m pretty outgoing – an extrovert by nature. But after working
with artists and musicians most of my life I know there are millions of you out there who are introverts. You like your alone
time. You process slowly. If you never sold a piece of artwork
you’d be fine (other than the whole eating thing) because you
just love the creative process. Listen, there’s nothing innately
wrong about being an introvert. God created you this way with
a purpose for a purpose, but as you can see in the parable of
Salt and Light, you cannot just hide it. You were made for influence. The goal is simply to exercise that influence in a way that
is authentically you.

You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how 
can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, 
except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.

You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 
heaven.

(Matthew 5:13-16 NIV)

Let the truth of God’s Word sink into your spirit right now. He 
created you to shine! Realize that salt and yeast are only good 
when they are in food, not while they rest in the pantry. Light is 
meant to shine and push back the darkness, not be hidden. Likewise, your creative gifting was made for the marketplace, to be a 
catalyst of transformation in culture. So what does that look like?

As an artist who is called to raise up an army of artists on the earth, 
I’m excited about what I see God doing in the church to activate 
the creative gifting of His people. However, one of the dangers 
I see, is that many Christians and leaders want to keep those 
creative demonstrations of God’s glory inside the walls of the 
organizational church instead of letting them out into the streets. 
I most definitely believe that our creative expression is worship 
before the Lord and that it can and should be used in the context 
of corporate worship. Believers and non-believers alike should 
enter services and be in awe of the majesty, holiness, beauty and 
extravagance of God, but that is only the beginning. We don’t 
need more painters painting on stage at church, although that’s 
great. We need artists, musicians and fine craftsmen, entrepreneurs and people called into government and finance to move 
out of the walls of the church and into the streets and marketplace. Otherwise, the very salt that God has created us to be 
loses it saltiness, the light loses it shine and we lose our purpose.

There is a saying that “impression without expression leads to 
depression.” I really believe that this is where many creative 
people in the church are right now. You may be in that place, 
full of vision, full of ideas and passion and yet with no context or 
support to get out into the world and do the stuff. Church worship services most definitely need to experience the presence of 
Creator God through the worship of His creative children, but, 
my friend, there is more. You’ll never fulfill your creative calling 
to its fullest potential inside the walls of the church. Let it out. Do 
not be afraid. This is what you were created for!

I hesitate to start rambling off a list of things to do outside the 
walls of the church to fulfill your creative destiny, but alas I must. 
I have a few ideas but know that the Spirit of God will lead you 
and guide you into all truth concerning your next steps. Just ask 
Him for open doors, receive His favor that He has already given 
you, and step out. Remember, God directs our steps, not our 
standing still. Ok, here are some ideas:

• Join a professional organization or guild for your creative 
medium

•
Get involved in your local arts council

•
Volunteer to share your creativity with those in need

•
Apply for a show or exhibit

•
Take a class at your local art center or college

•
Mentor a younger artist or get some mentoring yourself

You and I can talk about transforming culture and marketplace 
ministry all we want, but the bottom line is that you have to walk 
out of the doors of your studio, office or church and get into the 
mix. Just like on the day of Pentecost, the church actively waited 
on the Lord and was filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
However, the demonstration of His power didn’t affect the culture outside the upper room until those 120 people walked out 
the door and started to speak. The same is true for us today. The 
power will come when you walk out the door.

Parable of the Birds and Lilies

One of my favorite New Testament passages is from Jesus’ famous 
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-6). Right in the middle, Jesus 
unpacked some of the most important revelation ever given 
regarding provision in the Kingdom for His sons and daughters. 
I know a lot of folks really struggle with the whole idea of how 
God provides for His children, wondering if He does, how He 
does, and what our role, if any, is in that whole equation. Suffice it to say, Jesus puts it to rest clearly and succinctly in these 
verses. Read them for yourself here:

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths 
and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But 
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and 
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your 
whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are unhealthy, 
your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within 
you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and 
love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God and money.

Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 
eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the 
birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much 
more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your life?

And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers 
of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that 
not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of 
these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which 
is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not 
much more clothe you—you of little faith? So do not worry, 
saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek 
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own.

(Matthew 6:19-34 NIV)

Notice how Jesus started off encouraging the people to invest in 
the Kingdom of Heaven and not in the earthly realm? The realm 
of this earth will pass away, but the Kingdom of Heaven is forever. He then began to exhort the people that there is no way to 
serve two masters. You either serve the Kingdom of Heaven or 
the kingdom of money; one or the other. If you try to serve both, 
it only leads to frustration and turmoil. Then He moves right into 
the crux of the matter – fear.

You see, fear is the antithesis of faith and it drives people to live 
in torment, toil and sweat. Fear and unbelief is what brought the 
curse upon Adam and Eve that eventually resulted in toil and 
sweat for the human race. Fear is always fueled by lies embraced 
by an identity that is not secure in Christ. How do I know that? 
Because God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love 
and a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7). Anything based in fear is not 
from Him. Jesus always motivated from a position of grace and 
true identity in Him.

Jesus encouraged the people not to worry about their provision, 
what to eat or drink, where to live or what to wear. That sort of 
thinking defines the old nature and thinking that is based in the 
Law. (If I’m good enough then maybe God will bless me.) Instead 
He compared them to the lilies of the field and the birds of the 
air and instructed them to realize who they were: “Are you not 
more valuable than they?” Basically Jesus said “Don’t worry!” 

Listen, your provision comes as a gift from your Father because 
you are His sons and daughters. You can either choose to accept 
it as a gift or run after the pattern of this world trying to grab, 
hoard and serve money.

The next part is very familiar, but I have found that most people 
don’t connect it to their beliefs about provision. After Jesus 
taught on provision based on sonship (identity) He said: “…seek 
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well.” Get ready now, because this is key to 
walking in the fullness of your creative calling.

Jesus said in Luke 17:21 that the Kingdom is within each of us 
and is not something to observe externally. Since that is true, 
then realize that the expression of the Kingdom will look different based upon who is expressing it. It’s the same Kingdom, 
same truth, and same Spirit but with different expressions. Furthermore, our righteousness is based on our relationship with 
the Father through Jesus as His sons and daughters, joint heirs, 
new creations. Without that, we revert back to a Law-based or 
behavior-based existence trying to earn our salvation. Lastly, 
Jesus gave a promise of provision, saying: “all these things will 
be given to you.” What things, you may ask? The very things He 
was just talking about –physical provision!

Now get this. I believe the essence of what Jesus said here was 
(allow me to paraphrase for a moment) “Seek first to understand 
your unique expression of the Kingdom from a place of sonship 
as a joint heir with Me. As you do that, all the things you’ve 
been desperately searching for in this life will begin to appear 
naturally in the context of how you’ve been wired to express the 
Kingdom.” In other words, your provision is a promise of God 
because you are His child and He will bring that provision to you 
in line with your unique Kingdom assignment.

One of the reasons so many creative people struggle with 
finances is because they try to do it all themselves via the earthly 
realm with their toil and sweat. Or they try to live someone else’s 
calling out of fear, wondering why there is no grace. 

If you want to thrive in all that God has called you to, you will 
need money and resources. That is just how it works. You’ll drive 
yourself crazy and into utter defeat if you try to accomplish this 
by yourself. Your provision is tied to your Kingdom assignment. 
Find out who you are and what God has called you to do and 
your provision will begin to manifest. That’s a promise!

As you begin to allow the Holy Spirit to transform your belief 
system regarding your provision, consider these points:

•
God is always good and it is His desire to give good gifts to 
His children. (Psalm 100:5)

•
God’s plan is to prosper you, to give you a hope and a future 

(Jeremiah 29:11)

•
Commit your ways to the Lord and they will succeed (Proverbs 16:3)

You and I have a unique purpose in the Kingdom and our
assignment on the earth. All the things of the earth realm
are designed to serve us in that purpose, not the other way
around. Jesus taught that we should have no thought about
what we would eat, wear or even where we would live (Matthew 5). Rather, our focus should be on pursuing His Kingdom
through our unique creative expression (Matthew 6:33).

Through Christ we are sons of God and joint heirs with Jesus 
(Romans 8:17). We’ve been given the whole estate of our Father 
(Luke 15:11-32 – Prodigal Son Story). We have been given everything we need for life and Godliness. We can participate in the 
Divine Nature of God through His very precious promises (2 
Peter 1:3-4).

The Kingdom lives inside us (Luke 17:21). Many people have 
a mailbox mentality, waiting on God to do things He’s already 
done. In reality, the answers we seek live inside our spirit as we 
co-labor with the Father in our unique area of gifting and influence.

We harvest by revelation on assignment. Remember, the Bible 
says: “Seek first the Kingdom and His righteousness.” That is 
the right way to do things (or the things that are supposed to be 
done the right way) and all these things (all the things that we 
need: the supplies of the earth realm) will be added unto us as 
we focus and walk in our kingdom assignment. If you focus on 
the provision, it will always elude you. However, once you get on 
assignment in the Kingdom and begin to trust the Father for your 
provision, He will begin to show you where to harvest finances 
in the context of the ‘nets’ you’ve been given (art, business, creativity, etc.).

The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard

For all that I’ve said about co-laboring with the Father in this 
chapter let’s end with a parable that gives a lot of hope. Be 
warned though, this story can be a little frustrating and confusing if you have any Martha or older brother in you (story of the 
Prodigal Son). Here’s how it goes:

For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who 
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 
After agreeing with the laborers for a denariusa a day, he sent 
them into his vineyard. And going out about the third hour he 
saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to them he 
said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will 
give you.’ So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour 
and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh 
hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to 
them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into 
the vineyard too.’ And when evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them 
their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 

And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of 
them received a denarius. Now when those hired first came, 
they thought they would receive more, but each of them also 
received a denarius. And on receiving it they grumbled at 
the master of the house, saying, ‘These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne 
the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied 
to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you 
not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you 
and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 
me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ So the last will be 
first, and the first last.

(Matthew 20:1-16 ESV)

The story starts out similar to the Parable of the Talents when the 
master goes out and hires workers for his vineyard, but then it 
takes a twist. He hired workers throughout the day and then at 
the end of the day, hired more. Strangely enough to the workers who started at the beginning of the day, the master paid 
everyone the same wage, not because of the work they did, but 
because of His generosity. 

I can remember reading this and thinking that the story contradicted the Parable of the Talents, but there’s more at play
here. This story isn’t about who produced and who didn’t,
rather it’s about workers that came into the field late in the
afternoon and received the same payment as the workers who
were there all day.

As you read the story, could you imagine your flesh rising up in 
that field saying, “What do you mean they are getting the same 
pay as me?” I sure can. But, just like those workers, Jesus would 
have rebuked both of us, too.

This story is not about fairness; it’s about the extravagant generosity and abundance of our God. Should you co-labor with
God and put your hand to the assignment that He has given
you in the Kingdom? Absolutely! But never make the mistake of
believing that just because you came to the field late that you’re
not as valuable as those who have been there a long time or
vice versa. Listen, you need to hear this. Many of the artists that
we work with at The Worship Studio are young and emerging,
but the vast majority are middle-aged men and women who
took the long way around to their creative destiny. They may
have believed the lie of the enemy that said they weren’t an
artist, or took a dead-end, passionless job with no fulfillment,
just to make money.

Many artists that I meet have simply put on a religious mask and 
tried to be what they thought religion wanted them to be. I don’t 
know where you are in this story, but no matter when you came 
to the field, you are worthy of reward. You are worthy to receive 
the abundance, joy and provision of His calling on your life, not 
because of what you’ve done but because of who He is. Welcome to the party!

Summary

Let’s recap some of the truths we’ve uncovered about the parables of Jesus:

•
Your whole life is one big collaborative creative process with 

the Holy Spirit, and the truths of the Kingdom apply.

•
The parables of Jesus and His teaching on the Kingdom have 

more to say than what they communicate on the surface. They 

contain revealed truth regarding creativity for those who will 

seek it out.

•
God is always sowing so we can always receive a harvest.

•
It only takes a small amount of the creative nature of God to 

affect huge transformation.

•
The creative nature of God living in you is like a treasure that 

is worth selling everything for.

•
Throw the net of creativity out and let God worry about the 

harvest.

•
You are a son or daughter of the King. The whole estate has 

been restored unto you and you have need of nothing.

•
Life in the Kingdom is about co-laboring with the Father, and 

stewarding well the resources He has invested in you.

•
Your belief about God and your relationship with Him determines your ability to hear from, receive from and co-labor 

with Him in your life and creativity.

•
Always be found ready to respond to the Father through your 

creative expression.

• The foundation you set for your creative expression determines the height of the influence that you can build in the 

Kingdom.

•
Your creative expression is designed to be salt and light in the 

culture, not hidden away in the church or studio.

• No matter when you came into the Kingdom or how long 

you’ve been at your creative expression, God will use you and 

reward you. Not because of what you’ve done but because 

of who He is.







Chapter 7

Hearing God in the Creative Journey

Much of what we have discussed so far in this exploration of 
Kingdom creativity is about hearing God. This chapter will offer 
you a little different perspective on how to hear the voice of the 
Lord in your own creative journey.

Artists process the world different than other people. We see 
things other people don’t see, hear sounds they don’t hear and 
are intrigued by the nuances of life that many others will simply 
pass over. To some people it may seem like we’re a little weird, 
scattered, unfocused or have ADD. In reality, it’s that we are 
always on and receiving inspiration from a myriad of different 
stimuli coming our way. It may be a song that we hear and can’t 
get it out of our head, a color or texture that just seems too delicious to ignore, an autumn leaf floating to the ground, a child’s 
laugh, or a beautiful poem. 

One of my favorite films is “August Rush,” a story about a child 
musical prodigy, an orphan, who is living on the street while 
searching for his parents. One part of the movie shows where 
something begins to click for him and for the first time he really 
begins to hear. Another segment shows August walking down 
the street surrounded in chaos with sounds, smells, wind and texture enveloping him at every turn. For many people that would 
result in sensory overload, but for August it all turned into the 
makings of music – disparate parts converging under his imagination to form a sort of “city symphony.” (You can check out 
the video on YouTube by searching for “City Symphony” and 
“August Rush.” It’s worth watching.)

Just like August, many of us find ourselves in a chaotic and crazy 
world that never seems to slow down, stuck in a life that just 
won’t stop. We have this picture in our minds, more like a belief 
system, that says things like, “When I get everything to line up 
just right” or “When I achieve ‘X’ then everything will be ok.” But 
rarely do things line up perfectly – it’s a perfectionist’s nightmare.
I don’t know what your ‘X’ may be – money, power, fame, ministry, recognition, education, marriage. Whatever it is, until you 
have it, you can often feel incomplete and unworthy, just not 
good enough. This kind of thinking is from the pit of hell because 
it is based on shame. This thinking always tells you that you are 
not good enough, blocking the voice of the Lord in your spirit. 
Just like the whole identity thing, it’s another tool the enemy 
uses to thwart the release of God’s creative glory through His 
sons and daughters. 

What set August apart was his ability to see and hear things in 
the midst of all the chaos, things that others were unable to perceive – beauty, sound, color, texture, light. From that ability to 
perceive, passion was sparked, greatness was developed, destiny was laid hold of, and glory was released.

God is Always Speaking

It is easy to approach the topic of hearing God from a position 
of trying to figure out how to get Him to speak (as if He doesn’t 
want to speak or is hiding). In fact, I propose that it’s the other 
way around because God is always speaking. Remember the 
Fibonacci sequence? Through the details of all creation, His 
voice speaks and His glory shines. 

Consider Psalm 19:1-4 (NIV):
The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

Day after day they pour forth speech;
night after night they reveal knowledge.

They have no speech, they use no words;
no sound is heard from them.

Yet their voice goes out into all the earth,
their words to the ends of the world.

Literally, the natural world – all of creation – speaks and proclaims the Glory of the Lord! That’s why art is so powerful. We 
are created in God’s image, and get to co-labor with Him by the 
Spirit to create objects and environments that release His glory. 
The result is Kingdom transformation.

Consider also Colossians 1:16 (ESV) which says: “For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him.”

You see, God really does speak in everything. When you observe 
a mountain, hear a bird, walk along a mountain stream, feel the 
wind, or listen to a song you have the opportunity to hear the 
voice of the Lord. Why? It is because all of creation carries the 
voice of the Lord and the frequencies of the Kingdom. 

We, on the other hand, get caught up in the frequencies of life 
so that all we sometimes hear is white noise and confusion. Our 
challenge, just like August Rush, is to embrace the seemingly 
insignificant moments of life. Then we can align ourselves with 
the Spirit of God, tune in to the frequencies of the Kingdom of 
Heaven and listen with our ears to the ever present voice of the 
Lord. It’s like that old southern gospel song “Turn Your Radio 
On” written by famed songwriter Albert Brumley (who also wrote 
“I’ll Fly Away” and many, many others). The lyrics are:

Come and listen in to a radio station
Where the mighty hosts of heaven sing
Turn Your Radio On, Turn Your Radio On
If you want to hear the songs of Zion
Coming from the land of endless spring
Get in touch with God, Turn Your Radio On.

Turn Your Radio On, Turn Your Radio On
And listen to the music in the air

Turn Your Radio On, heaven's glory share
Turn the lights down low

And listen to the Master's radio

Get in touch with God, Turn Your Radio On.

Brother, listen in to the gloryland chorus
Listen to the glad hosannas roll

Turn Your Radio On, Turn Your Radio On
Get a little taste of joy awaiting

Get a little heaven in your soul

Get in touch with God, Turn Your Radio On.

Listen to the songs of the fathers and the mothers
And the many friends gone before

Turn Your Radio On, Turn Your Radio On

Some eternal morning we shall meet them

Over on the hallelujah shore

Get in touch with God, Turn Your Radio On.

So what does “tuning in” to the voice of the Lord look like in 
practice? I’m glad you asked!
Embrace the Journey

Again, as an artist I see the world a little differently and you probably do, too. Most people see the world as a race to a destination and they are always on the way to its end. I see the world
as a process – a journey – where every hill and turn, valley and
climb is vitally connected to the next step. It’s just like when I
make a basket. When I envision a basket in my mind’s eye, it
doesn’t just appear. I have to cooperate with the vision to bring
that which is not yet into reality. (That’s essentially what art is;
the product of inspired revelation and skillful response from the
artist.) I design the piece on paper, then locate and harvest natural materials from the forest. After doing that, which can take
a whole day or more, I take the materials back to the studio
where I process them into a usable form and wait for them to
cure. When I’m ready to use them, I have to rehydrate and further prepare the materials for weaving by scraping, cleaning,
cutting and flattening them. Then, and only then, can I actually
begin weaving the piece, which can take anywhere from 3-4
hours or 3-4 days to finish.

Each one of those tedious parts of the process can seem boring,
and there’s always the temptation to skip a step and jump
ahead. I resist the temptation however, because within each of
those steps in the process I can be surprised by inspiration. I am
often filled with joy during a simple walk in the woods, getting
creative with a new design, working with my hands preparing
the natural materials, or setting a piece on fire at the end to
clean it up. Each step is vital in the process of making the finished piece. Each step is perfect in its own right.

Just like the creative process I described above, our life in the 
Kingdom is also an invitation to a journey – a process where we 
co-create our life with the Father. However, if we only see the 
world as a race to a destination, we lose our ability to enjoy the 
moments in front of us and miss hearing what God is saying. In 
other words, we have to change the way we think about life. This 
has everything to do with hearing God because we are responsible for stewarding and responding to the environment in which 
we live.

Create Space

We love to fill our time and our lives with stuff. Gobs and gobs of 
stuff! It’s like the old George Carlin comedy routine when he said 
“A house is just a place to keep your stuff while you go out and 
get more stuff.” This is nothing new; it has been an issue since 
the beginning of time. Adam and Eve tried to fill their space with 
ideas of what life should be instead of resting in the spacious 
abundance of their heavenly Father.

Isaiah 30:15 says: “This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy 
One of Israel, says: ‘In repentance and rest is your salvation, in 
quietness and trust is your strength, but you would have none 
of it” (NIV). Ain’t it the truth! Our culture encourages us to have 
no quietness, rest or trust. Rather it encourages us to run harder, 
drive faster and stay busy, busy, busy! After all, the busier you are 
the more effective you are, right? No!

On the contrary, Jesus lived a lifestyle of spaciousness with
Himself and the Father which manifested itself in anointing and
rest. He took time to eat, drink, rest, play, enjoy relationships
and be alone. He only did the things He saw His Father do, and
felt no compulsion to run after the things the world, or what
the religious culture said was important. Unlike Jesus, most of
us do two things with space; avoid it or try to fill it up. Either
option will typically work so long as we don’t have to simply
“be.” However, just like everything in the Kingdom, the way we
thrive and connect is not the way the world system says to do it.
Creativity and connection require a life of spaciousness.

Before anything exists there is empty space. Empty space is an 
incubator of sorts and the place where the voice of God becomes 
clarified and strong. Before God created the world there was 
spacious emptiness. Before Jesus came to the earth there was a 
void crying out for a redeemer. Gerald May, in his essay “Entering the Emptiness” in “Simpler Living, Compassionate Life: A 
Christian Perspective” said: Spaciousness is always a beginning, 
a possibility, a potential, a capacity for birth. Space exists not in 
order to be filledbut to create. It seems the secret to thriving in 
creativity and in life – especially in the Kingdom – is to not avoid 
space, or even try to fill it, rather to fully embrace the space.

What are the spaces in your life? Are you intentionally making 
space for the creative flow of the Kingdom to manifest in your 
life? Are you building in some time to play, explore and be clumsy 
or are you just staying with the things that are tried and true. 

I know that for me, it’s a huge temptation to just stay in the land 
of safety, security and predictability, but that’s rarely where the 
Kingdom shows up. Rather it is in the unexpected moments of 
life that God breaks in and shows Himself, beautiful and unpredictable. Simple things like going to a museum, journaling, 
reading before bed, having coffee on the porch in the morning, 
doing yoga or taking time to just breathe are all things that can 
create space in your life. They will also help you to develop a life 
of spaciousness.

Listen with the Ears You’ve Been Given

You are uniquely created, so you see the world through a different lens, on purpose. When you create space for God, He will 
speak to you and through you regarding things you are passionate about, things that you desire or things that fit you.

I really believe that learning to say “No” is one of the best practices you can ever master. It’s not just about turning things down. 
On the contrary, saying “No” enables to you to say “Yes” to the 
things that the Father calls you to. Saying “No” also helps to 
dispel feelings of guilt or obligation simply because something 
“needs” to be done. 

Doing things that you are not designed to do is one of the quickest ways to clutter your life and lose your rest. It also leads to 
frustration and anxiety because you’re not working out of your 
sweet spot. Learn to listen for the opportunities, relationships 
and open doors the Father gives you that are in line with how He 
created you. That way you are sure to pursue things that are in 
your wheelhouse and in line with your Kingdom design.

Embrace Simplicity

Radical Christianity calls for you to “…not conform any longer to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's 
will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:2 NIV).

We live in a time where sin (things of this world) is focused on 
entangling (surrounding) us (Hebrews 12:1). We are to throw off 
all the “stuff” and focus in on the mark, the prize that has been 
set before us, which is life in the Kingdom. This is accomplished 
through our relationship with Jesus, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit. To do that, we have to be purposefully simple.

Think about Jesus’ life. Every day, He only did what He saw the 
Father doing. He had rich friendships and enjoyed the things 
He loved – good food, good wine, the water. He hated religion, 
piety and hypocritical behavior and loved those that everyone 
else thought were weird and unlovable. Jesus refused to enter 
the political discourse of the day to rail against the unjust leaders. On the contrary, He showed that through authentic relationships and the power of changed lives, real cultural transformation could occur.

So how can we embrace this radical simplicity? We have to do 
crazy things like… get ready… turn off the TV, cell phones, computers, Facebook – we must actually rest on the Sabbath. 

You may also consider downsizing your house, work to become 
debt free, or be involved in just one extracurricular activity with
your children. Focus on the things you know you’re supposed to, 
not what you think you need to do. Pursue the best for your life, 
not just the good or opportune. Listen, this fleeting fog of western culture’s capitalistic dream – bigger, better, faster, smarter – is 
not the Kingdom. It’s just another mirage vying for your attention 
and it’s sucking the life out of you. 

Stay in the Process and Expect Beauty

When I am making something in the studio, I often get to that 
weird place where I hear that inner voice saying, “Do you even 
know what you’re doing?” I call it the “ugly place.” 

All creative people go through this and that’s the point – we have 
to go through it. During those times when we are unsure of ourselves, our surroundings and even our purpose in that moment, 
the Father calls us to stay in the process.

I am committed to the artistic process because I trust that in the 
end, it’s going to come out beautiful. I expect beauty. 
In life and learning to hear from the Father, we must choose to stay
in the process as well. We must expect beauty, order and good to
manifest.

When Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane, He prayed to His
Father saying, “...let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I
will, but as you will” (Matthew 26:39 ESV). Jesus trusted the process even though He didn’t understand everything that was going
on. He knew that the intention of His Father would bring forth
beauty in the end.

Each of our lives is a beautiful mosaic of relationships, experiences, ups and downs, fears and failures, successes and celebrations. There is no destination however, but Jesus. He is our 
destination and His desire is to walk the journey of life with us. 
Despite all of our frailty, He wants our lives to be full so that He 
might be glorified, His Kingdom released and His strength made 
perfect in in our weakness. 

When your life begins to take that posture, you will be amazed at 
how much clearer the voice of the Lord becomes.
Summary

Let’s recap some of the truths we’ve uncovered about hearing 
God in the journey of creativity:

•
What sets artists apart from others is our willingness to hear, 

see, feel and interact with beauty in the midst of chaos.

•
God is always speaking and it’s our job as Kingdom creatives 

to tune into His frequency and receive from the abundance 

of Heaven.

•
Embracing the journey of creativity is all about the process. If 

we only see the world and creativity as a race to a destination, 

we lose our ability to enjoy the moments in front of us and 

miss hearing what God is saying.

•
Intentionally creating space in life makes room for the creative 

nature of God to flow in and through our artistic expression.

•
Listen to the voice of the Spirit with the ears that you’ve been 

given, not through wounded ears that desire to change the 

core of who you are.

•
Embracing simplicity will allow you to keep the main thing, 

the main thing.

•
Just like Jesus, we are called to trust the process even when 

we don’t understand everything that is going on. Know that 

the intention of your Father will bring forth beauty in the end. 







Chapter 8
The Kingdom is Like…

Your entire life is one big collaborative, creative process with the 
Father of all creativity, and includes continual giving and receiving. When you understand this, you can embrace the idea that 
the same truths inform your spiritual life. This is especially true 
with the parables of Jesus which have much to say about your 
creative, artistic life and process as well. Think about it. When 
Jesus talked about the Kingdom of God He was doing more than 
teaching about how to live an abundant life in God. He was also 
teaching about how to employ, demonstrate and interact with 
different aspects of the nature of God in and through your life.

Jesus taught about loving others, showing us how to demonstrate the supreme Love of God. Likewise, when He taught 
about forgiveness, being a good steward, sowing and reaping or 
humility, we also learn how to demonstrate these characteristics 
found in the nature of our Father, God.

This is interesting to ponder because all of the attributes of 
God are revealed in and through His Kingdom, including love, 
peace, patience, goodness, self-control, humility, gentleness, 
abundance, life, joy, gratitude and creativity. In addition, all of 
these attributes – and there are many more that I have not listed 
here – also reflect the nature of God and His Kingdom. Remember, every one of these find their completion and source in the 
Father, nowhere else.

Take this one step further. The nature and traits of God permeate His Kingdom. Therefore, when Jesus said "the Kingdom 
of heaven is like…" the word “Kingdom” could be substituted 
with any of the attributes of God; creativity, love, peace, etc. For 
example,

Jesus’ Parable of the Treasure: “The Kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure…” could read “The love (or creativity, or patience) of 
heaven is like treasure…” (Matthew 13:44ff NIV). Make sense? To 
be clear, the individual attributes are not the whole of the Kingdom in and of themselves, but only a part. Nevertheless, isolating them like this helps us go deeper in our full understanding of 
what Kingdom life is all about. They are all in God and of God. 
They are also in and of His Kingdom.

Therefore, when you think about the attributes and nature of
God and His Kingdom, think of them as interchangeable with
the nature and attributes of your ultimate creative process.
Wouldn’t it be incredible to have a creative process full of love,
patience, joy, long-suffering and good stewardship while reaping the benefits to which you’ve sown? Wow, it almost sounds
too good to be true and yet that’s how the Father designed it
to be: incredibly good and full of life not only in the process but
also in the results.

Let’s jump in and see what some of the Parables of Jesus can 
teach us about our creativity and our own unique creative process. We’ll start with some of my favorites out of Matthew 13 
because therein are what Jesus called “secrets of the Kingdom 
of Heaven.”

Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak 
to them in parables?” And he answered them, “To you it has 
been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it has not been given. For to the one who has, more will be 
given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who has 
not, even what he has will be taken away. This is why I speak to 
them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing 
they do not hear, nor do they understand. Indeed, in their case 
the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says:

‘“You will indeed hear but never understand,
and you will indeed see but never perceive.”
For this people’s heart has grown dull,
and with their ears they can barely hear,
and their eyes they have closed,

lest they should see with their eyes

and hear with their ears

and understand with their heart

and turn, and I would heal them.’

But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for 
they hear. For truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous 
people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to 
hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

(Matthew 13:10-17 )

So get this. Jesus was there teaching with hundreds of people listening to Him and the disciples sitting the closest to Him leaned 
in and asked Him why He was teaching in parables. The reason 
He gave is powerful, especially for artists. Basically He said, “Listen guys, you already know who I am. You have been brought 
into this Kingdom of mine and you understand its secrets, but I 
must use a creative method for others who don’t yet understand 
the Kingdom. That way they, too, will be able to enter in.”

Yes, that’s right; Jesus was using art – metaphorical spoken word 
parables – as a conduit for the light and life of His Father to penetrate the hearts of people who don’t yet know Him. He knew 
exactly what He was doing and He taught the disciples how to 
do it. He bypassed the intellectual thought process of the people (remember, it said they were hearing, but not understanding, 
seeing but not really seeing) and penetrated their hearts through 
creativity. 

As an artist, I love this Scripture. It affirms God’s heart for all 
of His children to know and fully embrace His love for them by 
any means necessary, especially creativity. Likewise, because it 
shows the value that Jesus Himself put on the use of creativity 
when releasing the message and power of the Kingdom. If Jesus 
thought creativity was important enough to employ then I want 
to follow His lead!

What about you? Is there an idea that is stuck inside your creative 
process? Are you making no progress trying to introduce Jesus 
to someone who has never before known Him? Begin asking the 
Father to show you how to create in a way that bypasses mental 
gymnastics and penetrates the spirit.

The Kingdom of Heaven is Like…

This entire section of Scripture takes place with Jesus sitting 
by the sea with His disciples and a large group of followers. He 
began teaching about what the Kingdom of Heaven is like and 
gives several parables to help the people understand. Let’s go 
deeper… 

A Sower Scattering Seed

Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: 
“Behold, a sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some 
seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and devoured 
them. Some fell on stony places, where they did not have 
much earth; and they immediately sprang up because they 
had no depth of earth. But when the sun was up they were 
scorched, and because they had no root they withered away. 
And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and 
choked them. But others fell on good ground and yielded a 
crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who 
has ears to hear, let him hear!”

(Matthew 13:3-9 NKJV)

This  parable  is  both  hope-filled  and  serves  as  a  warning  for 
people. On the surface, Jesus was talking about the concept of 
salvation. The truth of the Word of God is being sown into the 
ground of men’s hearts. The enemy devours some seed, some 
withers away because there is no root system, some gets choked 
out because of thorns and others fell into good ground. The 
seed that fell into fertile ground produced fruit for what seems 
like multiple harvests. We could stop there and receive this basic 
meaning, but I believe there is much more here. 

First, let’s consider the Sower; more than likely a metaphor for 
God. He’s the one sowing and He’s still sowing today! You see, 
part of God’s nature is that of a Sower. He is always pouring out, 
sowing into, and distributing the secrets of the Kingdom to those 
with hearts ready to hear, receive and cultivate those secrets into 
fruit. Not only that, but the promise is that if your heart is ready to 
receive and cultivate the seed sown, it will produce an abundant 
harvest over and over and over. It’s like it never stops because 
the seeds continue to increase and produce.

This concept is foundational for all believers, but especially for 
artists. You can choose to believe that you have to beg God for 
the next piece of revelation needed for your life (because evidently He’s withholding it from you), or you can simply believe 
and receive that God always releases His Kingdom. Yes, it is 
vitally important to have a cultivated heart that can receive and 
nurture the seeds once they are sown. I would suggest however, 
that it’s even more important to embrace the idea that God is 
always sowing, and He’s ready to give unto you from His abundance. If you can get there, then you know that your heart is 
ready to receive the seed.

This simple parable clearly illustrates the importance of the atmosphere around your heart. Have you let people, beliefs or situations come in around your heart and choke out the living seed 
God has sown? Is your heart stony or crusty like hard ground 
baked in the sun, or is it moist and ready for planting? Whatever 
the condition of your heart right now, you have an opportunity 
to begin the cultivation process. Don’t spend time confessing 
how bad you think you are. Remember, there’s no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1). Rather, begin 
to confess how good God is toward you. Remember the deeds 
of the Lord and recount His promises over your life. As you do, 
your heart will begin to respond to the grace that He has freely 
given you through the finished work of Jesus. Remember, we 
participate in the divine nature through the very great and precious promises of God (2 Peter 1:3ff), not by spiritually beating 
ourselves.

So what seeds do you believe God for today? Seeds of creativity? New business ideas? Revelation on how to proceed in a relationship or project? How about the solution to a problem that 
plagues society? Whatever it is, God is sowing seed. Whatever 
you need, God has already given it to you through the finished 
work of Jesus on the cross. Just receive it with gratitude and 
faith. Are you ready to receive? 

Wheat and Tares 

Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field; but while 
men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat 
and went his way. But when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared. So the servants of 
the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed 
in your field? How then does it have tares?’ He said to them, ‘An 
enemy has done this.’ The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us 
then to go and gather them up?’ But he said, ‘No, lest while you 
gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with them. Let 
both grow together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I 
will say to the reapers, “First gather together the tares and bind 
them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my 
barn.” (Matthew 13:24-30 NKJV)

Again, we see a sowing God who always sows good seed into 
the ground. Notice this time that He’s sowing in His field. I would 
suggest that this parable is more focused on believers, as we are 
the field of the Lord that He is cultivating, nurturing and protecting. Even within this field (the Kingdom) the enemy will come 
and try to sow things that look like truth (other seeds) but are 
really just distractions and deception designed to steal, kill and 
destroy the real fruit growing in the field. 

So what does the Sower do? He doesn’t fret or worry, but tells 
the servants to let them grow right alongside the good wheat. By 
doing that, I believe the Sower was telling the servants, “Listen, 
I can keep and grow these seeds into maturity even if there are 
other factors that come against them. Just let them grow and I 
will separate them at the end.”

For creative people, this story speaks volumes about not sweating the process. Most artists I know, including me, love for everything to be just perfect. We see what we see, feel what we feel, 
hear what we hear and by George it ought to be that way. Rarely 
however, does life or creativity cooperate so neatly. Rather, it 
always seems to be a process of working through issues, dealing with surprises and trying to stay true to what we know to be 
our creative center and source. In the middle of our chaos and 
frustration, Jesus comes and says, “Hey my son, my daughter, 
don’t fret the stuff that doesn’t make sense right now. Just go 
with what you know I’ve deposited in you. Sure, the enemy will 
come to steal, kill and destroy, but by my grace you can hold 
your ground and overcome because I have overcome the world. 
Your fruit will come to harvest and you will not be overtaken. 
Take heart! Grow! Thrive!”

Recalculating

Let’s pause here so I can help you reorient your heart. You may 
have always read these parables through the eyes of religion. 
If so, all you would have seen is a list of do’s and don’ts, telling 
you how you don’t measure up, are not good enough, and that 
you had better get your act together in order to succeed. You 
may have asked your heart questions like “Am I really good soil 
or stony, crusty ground?” “Am I wheat or am I a tare?” I want to 
challenge you today to read these parables through the eyes 
of grace by faith. Read them believing that the very God of the 
universe is releasing to you what He calls the “secrets of the 
Kingdom” so that you might live the abundant life He planned 
for you. Embrace your new, redeemed nature in Christ Jesus. 
You are not the same person you once were. By grace, through 
faith in the finished work of Jesus, you are a new creation. It’s a 
new day!

Mustard Seed and Leaven

Another parable He put forth to them, saying: "The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in 
his field, which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it 
is grown it is greater than the herbs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and nest in its branches." 

Another parable He spoke to them: "The kingdom of heaven is 
like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of 
meal till it was all leavened." (Matthew 31-33 NKJV)

Jesus talked about mustard seeds a couple of times in the Gospels, once here and once when He talked about faith. In both 
instances, He emphasized the smallness of the mustard seed and 
the power of its DNA to affect change and bring about transformation in a situation. In this parable, a man takes the mustard 
seed, which is the truth of the Kingdom of Heaven, and plants 
it in the ground; or as Jesus explained earlier, his heart. Once 
planted, the seed grew to become the largest of all the plants, a 
tree that provided shade, shelter and became the focal point in 
the garden.

What an incredible story of how the Kingdom works. When we 
take the seeds of the Kingdom – the Word of God and His promises toward us – and plant them in our heart, no matter how small 
or insignificant they may seem at first, God promises increase 
and a harvest to come. Not only that, but He declares that the 
manifestation of the Kingdom in our life will become a shade 
and a shelter. Oh beloved, to know that the fruit of the Kingdom in your life and creativity would become shade and shelter 
for those in need. To know that your own creative process and 
expression would be a shelter and a shade for you! 

The same concept is underscored in the parable of the leaven. 
Even though just a little of the leaven is sown into the meal, it 
leavens the whole batch. Talk about the power of Kingdom influence through your art. Where has God placed you? Where has 
He placed your art and your creative Kingdom influence? Does 
it seem insignificant and small right now? Take heart my friend! 
Growth is happening even as we speak. The meal is being leavened and the tree is budding! Soon you’ll look back and see 
what God has established through you!

One of the interesting things about this mustard seed story is a 
parallel story in Mark 4:26-29 called the Parable of the Growing 
Seed. 

Then Jesus said, “God’s kingdom is like seed thrown on a field 
by a man who then goes to bed and forgets about it. The seed 
sprouts and grows—he has no idea how it happens. The earth 
does it all without his help: first a green stem of grass, then a 
bud, then the ripened grain. When the grain is fully formed, he 
reaps—harvest time!

(MSG)

Again we have a man (you and I) sowing seed (the Word of God) 
into a field (the heart) and “the seed sprouts and grows – he has 
no idea how it happens. The earth does it all without his help…” 
In other words, your heart, or your spirit, is like an incubator that 
incubates and grows seeds. The first time I heard this was from 
a Bible teacher, Gary Keesee, and it revolutionized my concept 
of how the Kingdom works. (I can’t possibly go into every bit of 
detail on this teaching here, so I encourage you to check out 
Gary’s teaching series called “The Now Revolution” at http://
ww.faithlifenow.com.) 

Let me back up just a moment and get you on board with how 
this process works. In both Genesis 1 and Hebrews 2 God gave 
all authority in the earth realm to man. 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over 
all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.”

So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth.”

(Genesis 1:26-28 ESV)

For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, 
of which we are speaking. It has been testified somewhere,
“What is man, that you are mindful of him,

or the son of man, that you care for him?

You made him for a little while lower than the angels;
you have crowned him with glory and honor,
putting everything in subjection under his feet.”

Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 

(Hebrews 2:5-8 ESV)

Because God gave legal authority to mankind over the earth 
realm, both He and Satan need a human – one in authority in this 
realm – if they want to do anything on the earth. It’s a legal issue 
based on the law of agreement. When God wants to move on 
the earth, He finds a man or woman who will agree with Heaven 
and then through that agreement, the Kingdom of Heaven manifests. The same is true in the kingdom of darkness. 

As believers, our job is not to make Heaven happen here through 
stressful religious striving. Rather, it is our job to discern between 
the Kingdom of Heaven and the kingdom of darkness and then 
agree with Heaven. So how do you know the difference? Well, 
lots of different ways like God’s Word, prophetic revelation and 
godly counsel come to mind, but they all come under the heading of renewing your mind so you can operate with the mind of 
Christ. 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
(Romans 12:2 NIV)

You are transformed and can discern (test and approve) the difference between kingdoms through a renewed mind (knowledge). 
Once you know the difference, then you can agree with heaven 
in your heart, having been what the Bible calls “fully persuaded” 
(Romans 4:21), what I call being “in faith.”

I love what Gary Keesee says about being in faith. His online article “What Does Your Heart See” says:
When you close your eyes you should see what heaven says is 
righteous. To be fully persuaded creates a new picture. If you 
close your eyes and see yourself as sick, you’re not in faith. The 
woman with the issue of blood was in agreement. She saw herself healed if she could just touch the hem of Jesus’ garment. 
She had the right picture.

Hebrews 11:1 says faith is the substance of things hoped for. 
That hope is a picture. If you have the wrong picture – or no picture – you are limiting God. 

Are you getting this? The picture inside your heart is directly connected to your faith or your being fully persuaded of a certain 
outcome.

Things good or bad get into your heart because you believe 
them. They get in because you are fully persuaded of them; 
you think about them and give value to them. Now listen, this 
is huge! Whatever you allow in your incubator (your heart) will 
grow and it doesn’t take a huge amount of work, blood, sweat 
or tears. In fact, according to God’s Word, how it happens is 
unknown. Remember? That’s how God designed it. If you put 
in God’s truth and the truth of the Kingdom then that is what 
will manifest. If you put in the promises of God, then the promises of God manifest. However, if you put in fear, control, shame, 
jealousy, condemnation and religion, guess what will manifest in 
your life? You guessed it! That’s why Proverbs 23:7 says, “For as 
he thinks in his heart, so is he.” Why? The Spirit of God, through 
your spirit, designed your heart as a spiritual incubator that will 
co-labor with the Father in order to co-create your reality here in 
the earth realm.

If you want the Kingdom to manifest in your life, then it’s time to 
sow the seeds of the Kingdom in your heart. What is that specifically, you might ask? Well, the biggest thing you should be 
putting in your heart and getting a picture of are the promises of 
God. Remember, 2 Peter 1:3-4 says:

His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life 
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory 
and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and 
precious promises, so that through them you may participate in 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world 
caused by evil desires. (NIV)

According to this verse, how is it that you get to participate in
the divine nature or have the Kingdom manifest in your life?
You participate in it by going THROUGH His very great and
precious promises. God’s promises are the vehicle for you to
get to your expected end in Christ. When you get a picture of
what these promises look like manifested in your life and then
mix them with faith, the seeds begin to grow. Why, because
the picture in your heart has come into agreement with Heaven’s image of the future. Instead of seeing doubt and fear, you
begin to see your expected end in line with God’s promises
over your life. These include promises found in the Word of
God, prophetic words you have received, dreams, visions, etc.

For the earth yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, 
after that the full grain in the head. But when the grain ripens, 
immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come. 
(Mark 4:28-29 NKJV)

You see, there’s a process to the growth, blade, head, and then 
maturity. Only when the grain has come to maturity is it ready for 
harvest.

Listen, there are things that God wants to do in and through 
you that will take some time. There are new ideas for your artwork and music. There are books that you need to write, stories 
that you need to tell, dances that you need to choreograph and 
countless other demonstrations of His creative glory. They may 
look like insignificant little seeds but believe me, there’s more 
to them! These dreams require a fully persuaded heart that nurtures its clear and unwavering picture into the fullness of maturity. Once this happens, the seeds will be ready for harvest and 
will manifest in your life. This is not a maybe, this is a yes and 
amen, because it’s the way the Kingdom works.

Just like everything in the Kingdom, faith is the currency by which 
these transactions will take place. “Therefore I tell you, whatever 
you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be 
yours” (Mark 11:24 ESV). Or the passage in Philippians that says:

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your 
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the 
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

(Philippians 4:4-7 NIV)

Instead of begging God out of need and hoping for a favorable 
response, you now, as a son, can enter boldly before the throne 
of Grace. You can make your requests known to God in faith, 
thanking Him that it’s already done. He has already given you all 
things. Remember, you need to be a good receiver, not a good 
performer.

Treasure and the Pearls

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 
field,  which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he 
goes and sells   all that he has and buys that field. 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking 
beautiful pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great 
price, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
(Matthew 13: 44-46 NKJV)

The treasure is the creative nature of God living within you. It 
is not the only treasure He deposited in you, but as an artist it’s 
one of the primary treasures. Your creative expression is not just 
some side thing that you do or an extra that doesn’t really matter 
to God. 

My friend, Stephen Roach, lead musician in the band “Songs of 
Water” says emphatically: “Art is not ornamental, it is essential.” 
I couldn’t agree more. When submitted to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ and redeemed by His Grace, there is no greater treasure 
that could ever be given to man than to operate in the creative 
nature of God. 

I don’t know about you, but I need to be reminded of this on a 
regular basis. Just like everything in life, our creativity and art 
can get stale, boring or mundane and can lose its draw in our 
heart. However, when we understand that this is a treasure worth 
selling everything we have to get – because it connects us and 
others to the heart of the Father – then our perspective changes. 
Though creativity is a treasure, the real treasure is Jesus. He is 
our treasure and in Him, by Him, through Him and for Him all 
creativity is manifested. 

Do you want to be more creative? Then be with Jesus. He is the 
Pearl of Great Price and from Him all creativity flows.
The Net

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into 
the sea and gathered some of every kind, which, when it was full, 
they drew to shore; and they sat down and gathered the good 
into vessels, but threw the bad away.

(Matthew 13:47-48 NKJV)

This simple passage ends the Matthew 13 section of parables 
with Jesus teaching the disciples about the Kingdom, specifically 

– what scholars believe – about the end of the age and who will 
be saved. However, I can’t help but draw my own conclusions 
about creativity as well. 

If in the context of your creative process you try to control things 
too tightly and leave out the freedom to play, explore and try 
all the available options, you will miss many of the happy surprises God may have in store for you. If you deal with perfectionism however, you probably cannot imagine operating like that. 
Things have to be in order, in line and right the first time. (If you 
struggle with perfectionism, I’d like to recommend “The Insidious Dance: The Paralysis of Perfectionism” by one of my spiritual 
fathers, Jim Banks.)

Honestly, that’s the way I am a lot of the time. I struggle with 
wanting to be perfect right out of the gate and have had to learn 
over the years to give myself permission to experiment and play 
within my creative development. It’s something that God has had 
to work on with me as I yielded myself and my creativity to Him.

When I read this parable, I see Jesus standing in the boat out 
on the water looking at me saying, “Matt, would you just throw 
the dog-gone net, boy!” I’m trying to figure out how much net, 
what exact spot to hit, what might happen if I get too little or too 
many fish. Not Jesus, “Just throw the net and let Me sort it out.” 
I’m learning in my own creative expression, as well as my life, 
that there is a lot of freedom in that kind of extravagant fishing. 
When fishing with Jesus, there will always be fish, more than I 
can pull in!

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth

Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these parables, 
that He departed from there. And when He had come to His own 
country, He taught them in their synagogue, so that they were 
astonished and said, "Where did this Man get this wisdom and 
these mighty works? Is this not the carpenter's son? Is not His 
mother called Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and 
Judas? And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did 
this Man get all these things?" So they were offended at Him. 
But Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor except 
in his own country and in his own house." Now He did not do 
many mighty works there because of their unbelief.

(Matthew 13:53-58 NKJV)

In the same way that Jesus was a gift to humanity and rejected 
because of the peoples’ familiarity with Him, so we can reject and 
undervalue the gift of creativity God has given to us. His creative 
gift in us, just like Jesus to humanity, can bring life. It releases the 
Kingdom and sets at liberty those who are bound. After all, Jesus 
said we would do greater things than He did. If Jesus can use a 
mud ball to heal the eyes of a blind man then could He not use 
the clay in the hands of a potter yielded to Him? Of course! 

Just because you may not think what you do is important or integral to what God is doing doesn’t mean it’s not. God designed 
you with a purpose for a purpose. 

Let us never reject the gift of God within us. Let us instead treasure it as a conduit of the Kingdom for Him to transform the 
world through our creative expression.

Summary

Let’s recap a few of these important truths about the Kingdom:
•
When Jesus talked about the Kingdom of God He was doing 
more than teaching about how to live an abundant life in 
God. He was also teaching about how to employ, demonstrate and interact with different aspects of the nature of God 
in and through your life.

•
When you think about the attributes and nature of God and 
His Kingdom, think of them as interchangeable with the 
nature and attributes of your ultimate creative process.

•
It is very important to embrace the idea that God is always 
sowing, and He is ready to give unto you from His abundance. 
If you can get there, then you know that your heart is ready 
to receive the seed.

•
According to the parable of the Wheat and Tares, the enemy 
will come to steal, kill and destroy, but by God’s grace you 
can hold your ground and overcome because He has overcome the world. Your fruit will come to harvest and you will 
not be overtaken.

•
When we take the seeds of the Kingdom – the Word of God 
and His promises toward us – and plant them in our heart, no 
matter how small or insignificant they may seem at first, God 
promises increase and a harvest to come.

• When God wants to move on the earth, He finds a man or 
woman who will agree with Heaven and through that agreement, the Kingdom of Heaven manifests.

•
The Spirit of God, through your spirit, designed your heart as 
a spiritual incubator that will co-labor with the Father in order 
to co-create your reality here in the earth realm. If you want 
the Kingdom to manifest in your life, then it’s time to sow the 
seeds of the Kingdom in your heart.

•
The creative nature of God living inside of you is a treasure 
worth selling everything for!

• Jesus is an extravagant fisherman. When fishing with Jesus, 
there will always be “fish”, more than I can pull in!







Chapter 9

The Prophetic Nature of the Creative Process

As artists and Kingdom creatives, we hear, see and feel what 
others tend to miss. Not because we’ve got super spiritual mojo, 
but mostly because we’ve learned to listen with the ears we’ve 
been given. The goal of this ability is never to exalt ourselves or 
our work. Instead, it is to discern what is happening in the Spirit 
realm through our natural and spiritual senses and translate that 
Kingdom reality into the earth realm. That’s essentially what the 
prophetic is all about – God using someone or something to 
bring transformation into a life or situation here on earth. It is 
also at the heart of the creative process – seeing, hearing, feeling 
and sensing in the Spirit and co-laboring with your unique skillset 
and design to birth it into tangible form. 

Luci Shaw, in her incredible book 
Breath for the Bones has 
unique insight about this moving back and forth between Spirit 
and flesh, heaven and earth:

Sometimes I have seen myself as an amphibian, like a frog,
created for two elements. I dive beneath the lake’s surface, my
earthly home, so that my skin doesn’t dry out and wither, but I
need oxygen for my lungs and have to emerge from below the
surface to breathe. I discover that I am made for both earth
and heaven.

Like Enoch, like Moses; unlike Adam, unlike most of us, these 
extraordinary individuals moved seamlessly from restricted terrestrial living into the presence of freedom and life in its optimum dimension in the presence of God.

Not only are we responsible as artists somehow to demonstrate 
that it is possible to bring heaven to earth by living the life of 
grace in an ungraceful place, by gluing together the seen and 
unseen, but we are required to be links with the unlinkable, with 
otherwise disparate entities. (Luci Shaw, Breath for the Bones © 
2007, Thomas Nelson, pg 13-14)

The nature of the creative process is to prophetically glue 
together the seen and unseen. Thus, we should always work to 
enlarge and sharpen our unique creative language in order to 
hear and sense what God is saying. Then we can release Spirit-led Kingdom expression in ways that people can respond. 

On the day of creation, God brought order and transformation into chaos through the release of His creative nature. He
calls us to do the same thing. In addition to bringing order and
transformation to what is in chaos, our role as creative people
is to also be door keepers of the presence of God on the earth.
Essentially, He calls us to release His presence on the earth
through our creative expression. Doing so facilitates experiences where people can encounter the life and light of God as
a part of their everyday existence.

This is the nature of the Kingdom! Otherwise, what are you supposed to be doing? You can’t reduce the Christian life to just 
going to church and following a bunch of rules that you can never 
live up to. If you do, you embrace a dead form and deny the very 
power that Jesus imparted to you by the Spirit through the cross.

My friend, your creative expression literally carries the life and 
light of God when you co-labor with the Spirit in your creative 
release. Some of this has already been covered in earlier chapters, but as a reminder, I want to lay a quick foundation so that 
everyone is on the same page.

God is light and life and everything that was created was created 
through the Word, Jesus (John 1:1). God released His nature – 
light – into the chaotic darkness and transformation occurred 
(Genesis 1). As sons and daughters of the Creator God, we are 
made in His image so our creative expression carries His transformative nature through our prophetic voice. That process happens the same way everything in the Kingdom happens, by faith. 
You see, faith IS the substance, or the tangible evidence, that 
the things we have seen, felt and heard in the Spirit realm are 
actually real (Hebrews 11). Our role is to bring them into the
earth realm and allow our creative expression to serve as a conduit for the mountain-moving power of God to be released.
The degree to which we do this is not a matter of God playing
favorites, but is based on our stewarding well the gifting God
has invested in us.

The more you enlarge your capacity for His presence by becoming excellent at what you do, the more the Father will entrust to 
you. That is how you grow in the Kingdom. Do you remember 
the Parable of the Talents? Your belief about what is possible, 
who God is and who you are defines your reality.

Just like the men in the Parable of the Talents, you are responsible for the revelation God entrusts to you. It is a Kingdom investment that the Father is putting inside of you, waiting to see what 
you do with it. That investment has the ability to grow, produce, 
multiply and expand when mixed with faith, or it can just sit 
dormant. God’s Word says, “It is the glory of God to conceal 
a matter; to search out a matter is the glory of kings” (Proverbs 
25:2 NIV).

As you think about your own unique Kingdom design and how 
the Father has designed you for your Kingdom purpose, look 
at what’s in your hand right now. What has the Father given you 
that you can begin to steward? Is it an idea, a resource, a tool, 
a talent, a relationship? What needs to be chipped away? What 
are the next steps necessary to see that diamond begin to come 
forth and shine?

Don’t minimize this! This is why the prophetic is so important in 
our creative process. We must be able to sense where to move 
and what to do next.

Again, part of that prophetic “chipping away” is done in our life 
because we are on a journey of development. We are all growing 
in the gifts and talents that God has placed within us. The great 
thing is that we are not left alone in the process. Remember, it is 
called being filled and skilled. It is about operating at our fullest 
capacity, totally filled with the Spirit of God and leveraging all 
the skill we have to release His glory through our expression. 
Ok, you’ve got the foundation down, right? Hear, see and feel 
in the Spirit, and develop a picture or impression of what you 
are supposed to do creatively. Then, as you chip away at the 
diamond and co-labor with the Father using whatever He’s put in 
your hand, the life and light of God will be released through your 
creative expression as a natural outflow of the Kingdom. 

As I think a little deeper about my own creative process, I am
aware of 5 signposts that may be helpful for you to watch for
in yours:

1. Revelation

2. Skillful response

3. Incarnation

4. Transformation

5. Abundance

Signpost #1: Revelatory Creativity

When a creative idea begins to percolate, it usually comes as
some sort of inspiration. You may see, know, hear, smell or
sense something that catches your attention and inspires you.
It may be a place, a person, a song or a natural setting that you
see every day or something that you’ve encountered for the
first time. Regardless of how it happens, you have an encounter
at that moment. The Spirit speaks and you have an “Ah-ha”
moment – a light bulb experience where you know you need
to pay attention. Your willingness to sense and respond to that
impulse is foundational in your ability to move prophetically in
the creative process.

Google Dictionary defines imagination as “the faculty or action 
of forming new ideas, or images or concepts of external objects 
not present to the senses.” Your imagination is a God-designed 
engine inside of you that receives impulses, desires and information from yourself, others and the world around you and then 
formulates images based on your beliefs. The Latin root word for 
imagination is imaginari which actually means “picture to oneself.” It is literally a picture engine inside of you. 

Earlier in the book, we discussed how faith creates pictures, 
which in turn creates desires within the heart, which acts as an
incubator for those pictures to become reality. That is why imagination is so vital to the believer. Without it, the faith process gets 
derailed. 

Imagination is the part of you that interacts with the movement 
of God within you. It is a gift that gives you the ability to dream, 
to see and know before you actually create. Just like every gift 
given by the Father to humanity, it has to be submitted to the 
lordship of Jesus and set apart for His glory. 

Imagining is the first step in the creative process and is centered 
in the human spirit. For the believer, imagination interacts with 
the Holy Spirit in our human spirit and then is processed through 
our soul and body. This creates a picture inside of us by which 
we create. The ability to see that which has not yet been created 
as if it already were in existence is the nature of God manifested 
through us. This enables us to imagine and see the highest, best 
expression of His glory demonstrated through our lives and creativity. Without a picture on the inside, our creativity can't function effectively. This is why the enemy uses lies to bring confusion as he ultimately tries to conquer our mind. 

At the end of the day, it’s all about the pictures that live inside 
of you. Apostle Paul talked about this as he encouraged early 
believers to mature in their relationship with the Father:

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
(Romans 12:2 NIV)

In other words, don’t think like the world thinks, don’t have their 
picture of reality and possibility in your mind and heart. Instead, 
renew your mind with God’s truth, which brings Kingdom transformation. 

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For 
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down (vain) 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ; (2 Corinthians 10:3-5 KJV)

Paul understood that if a person imagines or sees an internal 
picture of things that are of no use (have nothing to do with 
the knowledge of God), the Kingdom (Christ) has no place in 
their mind. Not only that, but if left to germinate, this picture will 
eventually bear fruit.

Our human spirit, through the process of imagining, is how we 
connect to the Divine consciousness, or the Kingdom within us. 
Instead of connecting to our rule and reign or, as Paul says, “the 
pattern of this world”, we connect to the rule and reign of the 
Kingdom living inside us through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
That is how we prophetically bring Heaven’s reality and nature to 
the earth.

This process of imagining is crucial to your creative process and 
to your whole life as well. This is because creativity and living a 
life of passion and abundance are directly connected.

God’s purposes are always followed by His promises, and His 
pictures always follow His promises. When His promises and pictures are mixed with faith, they transform our identity into what 
God has already declared is true. We have an identity that can 
fulfill His purposes and release the fullness of the Kingdom here 
on the earth. It’s a beautiful circle: purpose, promises, pictures, 
identity.

God desired to establish covenant with humanity, which had to 
be done through a man (Abram), for the purpose of relationship. 
Out of that purpose a promise came when God said He would… 

•
make Abram the father of many nations

•
bless Abram

•
protect Abram

•
make Abram fruitful

•
make kings come from Abram

•
continue the blessings throughout Abram’s line of descendants

Then, God gave Abram a picture: 

He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the 
stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So 
shall your offspring be.” Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

(Genesis 15:5 NIV)

Do you see? The picture took root in Abram’s heart. 
Then God changed his name from Abram to Abraham. When 
God changed his name, a physical demonstration of the promise 
came as well – circumcision. This act shows the reality of the new 
identity that was rooted in the promise and portrayed in the picture established by the purpose.

Another beautiful example of how this works was when the angel, 
Gabriel, came to Mary to deliver a message. God’s purpose was 
to redeem the world through Jesus, so He sent Gabriel to say: 
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you” 
(Luke 1:28 NIV). 

Basically, Mary freaked out so the angel had to reassure her of 
God’s purposes for her life and her identity in Him. The angel 
gave Mary a picture, an expected end, that she could mix with 
faith and see God’s plan established on the earth. After that 
encounter, Mary hurried over to her cousin, Elizabeth’s, house to 
tell her about the angelic encounter. Standing in her new identity, Mary told Elizabeth about the purposes of God over her 
life and gave testimony to the promise and pictures the angel 
deposited in her heart. 

So what’s the bottom line? Your ability to imagine (see with God) 
is vital if you are to creatively demonstrate the Kingdom. It is 
tied to your acceptance of God’s purpose for your life, the identity He’s established in you through Christ, and the promises He 
has given you as a son or daughter in the Kingdom. Sometimes 
God will give the picture, as He did with Abraham and Mary, and 
sometimes the promises and purpose produce the pictures, like 
with David.

Think about it, David was a lover of God and a worshipper. Firm 
in that identity, God began to give him dreams, visions and 
promises that started taking root in His heart. How do I know 
that? Because I know God and that is what He does for anyone 
who asks. As David mixed his faith with God’s promises, and pictures began to form in his heart of what could be (worship, every 
day, for years, with unlimited access to the Father) the purposes 
of God were established in his generation. Doors began to open 
and people responded affirming his purpose. Eventually he fulfilled that purpose as king and established the Tabernacle of 
David. Why? It was because God found a man who would dream 
with Him to release His nature on earth through his imagination 
and see transformation happen.

Here are some practical ways to strengthen your imagination. 
Pray in tongues, ask God for pictures, meditate on His Word, 
especially His promises regarding your identity and your purpose. As you do, pictures will begin to form. Mix your faith with 
the pictures and the promises and watch God begin to bring 
them forth.

Signpost #2: Skillful Creativity

The next step in the process of prophetic creativity is not just 
imagining what could be, but stepping out and responding to 
it. You have to see and agree. If you only see, then you’ll just 
be frustrated because “hope [a picture of an expected end] 
deferred makes the heart sick” (Proverbs 13:12). On the other 
hand, you can go through a series of rote motions, but unless 
there’s a picture of your expected end mixed with faith, you’ll go 
nowhere fast.

This whole process of seeing and agreeing is what I’ve discussed 
in the earlier chapter on being Filled and Skilled. Your life depends 
on a constant infilling of the Holy Spirit that comes through an 
intimate relationship with Jesus. This produces desires, dreams, 
passion and pictures, affirms your identity and causes you to triumph. At the same time “faith without works is dead” (James 
2:26), so there must always be a response based on your skillset. 
As you grow in being filled, you must also grow in being skilled. 
Giving attention to both simultaneously, as led by the Spirit of 
God, produces maturity and brings you into a place of increase. 
“A man’s gift makes room for him, and brings him before great 
men” (Proverbs 18:16 NKJV). If you want influence in the world 
system and want to be a conduit of Kingdom transformation, 
then you must pursue skill.

Signpost #3: Incarnational Creativity

If imagination is the source and skillful, Spirit-led execution is the 
process, then surely art is the product. Your art, or whatever your 
creative expression happens to be, brings into reality that which 
up until this point has only been a hope. The act of creating is by 
its very nature incarnational because it brings the purpose and 
promise of God to the earth in tangible form. No longer is this 
thing you’ve dreamed of just an idea; it has become an evidential reality. 

This incarnational process is a core part of God’s divine nature. 
When we participate in His divine nature through His precious 
promises, we join in the incarnation and bring the Divine into the 
earth realm for everyone to experience. Through this process, 
the Kingdom of God becomes flesh and dwells among us in tangible form. 

God led the way and gave us the pattern: He wanted to redeem 
the world (purpose), so He began to get the word out through 
His prophets (promise) about the Messiah coming. Through the 
prophets of old, God gave a picture of what this Messiah would 
look like, how He would act and what He would do when He 
came (picture). The Word (Jesus) became flesh and dwelt among 
us (skilful execution on the part of God co-laboring with Mary 
resulting in the Incarnation). Now through the Holy Spirit, and 
our ability to co-labor with Him in our creativity, our artwork 
becomes incarnational (because we are joint heirs with Jesus in 
the new covenant), revealing the Nature of God on the earth. 
This is not a one-time event but our new, everyday reality as sons 
and daughters of the King. 

For me, this is where the rubber meets the road. The Kingdom 
of God is established on the earth as His sons and daughters, 
regardless of their unique gifting or calling, release demonstrations of Kingdom reality into the culture. Jesus promised that we 
would do greater works than He did, and that signs and wonders 
would follow those who believe in Him. 

Your creative expression was destined from the very foundation 
of the earth to be the incarnated demonstration of God’s Kingdom on the earth. 

Signpost #4: Transformational Creativity

When your creation comes from Spirit-birthed, skilfully produced 
incarnation, it literally becomes a conduit for transformation. 
This is not because of us in and of our talent, but because it 
carries the very light and life – the very nature – of God. Your art 
becomes a means of grace whereby God can commune with His 
people, just like the simple bread and wine in the sacrament of 
communion.

Spirit-born creative expression is both prophetic and incarnational in nature, so our art has the capacity to speak and continue 
speaking to everyone who encounters it over time. It’s a lot like 
the stone cairns that you see throughout the Celtic landscape of 
Scotland. They were created and placed to show the way; stone 
monuments acting as reminders that seemingly in the middle of 
nowhere, there is a trail.

Our artwork and creative expression can be a cairn of sorts
in the Spirit, declaring that there is a path that leads to life
through Jesus. Instead of just having a one-time encounter, we
have the opportunity to build these places of intersection in the
Spirit for generations to come. These include songs that would
be sung for generations, buildings that are built to declare the
glory of the Lord, even tangible objects used in daily life that
act as intersection points where God shows up and connects
with His children.

Your artwork literally becomes a table (Psalm 23) prepared to 
nourish those who come and sit before the King in the presence 
of everything that seeks to kill, suppress and confuse them. Oh 
to think of it! The overflow of your life, the very expression of 
your heart and hands will be used as a demonstration of the 
transforming love of God. 

You see my friend, art and beauty are not ornamental, as some 
would suppose. They are essential for all of life because through 
them we touch the very nature of our Creator God.

Signpost #5: Abundant Creativity

The result of Kingdom transformation is always life, especially 
when it comes through the creative expression of sons and 
daughters. This includes life abundant, life everlasting and life 
rooted and grounded in love and the abundance of the Father of 
all life. God’s abundance overflows when it transforms the heart 
of man causing vision, purpose and desire to spring forth. When 
through the Spirit, the dormant places in a man’s heart are transformed, that man is fully alive, fully satisfied in God, fully loved 
by God and fully able to stand in his Kingdom purpose.

Whether as a co-creator or one interacting with the Spirit-birthed 
creation, abundance and creativity will always manifest in your 
life when you come into alignment with the intention and design 
of God. This doesn’t mean you will never have another problem 
or that grace is some ticket to easy street. It does mean however, 
that worry is no longer an option because you know you are 
secure, provided for and the beloved of Almighty God. Otherwise, you stay frustrated in the ego portion of your being – your 
soul, mind will and emotions – wrestling with feelings of inadequacy, powerlessness and frustration. 

This understanding of how prophetic creative expression is 
birthed and transformation is released should encourage you 
because it relieves the pressure on you to perform. Rather, you 
simply cooperate with the design of God in and through your life. 
You don't have to be this or that, just stand as a son or daughter, 
receiving and stewarding that which God has entrusted to you.

Abundance means coming into harmony with the frequency of 
God on the earth and in your being. Otherwise, you create dissonance by playing notes that do not work together resulting in 
tension, stress and anxiety. 

I don’t know about you, but I want to be in harmony with all that 
God is doing!
Summary

Let’s recap some of the insights you’ve learned in this chapter on 
the creative process:

• The goal of prophetic creativity is to discern what is happening in the Spirit realm through our natural and spiritual 
senses and translate that Kingdom reality into the earth realm 
through creative expression.

•
As prophetic artists, we should always work to enlarge and 
sharpen our unique creative language in order to hear and 
sense what God is saying.

•
Five signposts of prophetic creativity include Revelation, Skillful Response, Incarnation, Transformation and Abundance.

•
Imagination is the part of you that interacts with the movement of God within you. It is a gift that gives you the ability to 
dream, to see and know before you actually create.

• Your ability to imagine (see with God) is vital if you are to 
creatively demonstrate the Kingdom. It is tied to your acceptance of God’s purpose for your life, the identity He’s established in you through Christ, and the promises He has given 
you as a son or daughter in the Kingdom.

•
Giving attention to both revelation and skillful response simultaneously, as led by the Spirit of God, produces maturity and 
brings you into a place of increase.

•
The act of creating is by its very nature incarnational because 
it brings the purpose and promise of God to the earth in tangible form.

•
When your creation comes from Spirit-birthed, skilfully produced incarnation, it literally becomes a conduit for transformation because of the life and light of God that resides
within it.

•
The result of Kingdom transformation is always life and abundance; coming into harmony with the frequency of God on 
the earth and in your being. 







Chapter 10

Releasing the Power of the Kingdom

Nothing happens in the earth realm unless it comes through 
agreement. When God moves, He moves through men and 
women who are His sons and daughters. When we see and agree 
with what Heaven is already saying, doing, desiring and revealing, we have the power and authority to co-create that reality on 
the earth. We do this through the power of the Holy Spirit and 
the Kingdom that lives inside us as believers. Otherwise, we end 
up creating for God instead of with God.

So what’s wrong with creating for God? Well, nothing inherently. 
However, the model of creating something “for God” that we 
want, and ask Him to bless is the same model employed by Cain. 
As you remember, that didn’t work out so well.

Cain, Abel and the Garden

Cain was Adam’s oldest son and the brother of Abel. It seems
there was controversy from the beginning with these boys, but
especially when it came to offering time. Rick Joyner proposed
in his classic book “There were Two Trees in the Garden” the
idea that Cain and Abel were types of the fruit born from two
trees in the Garden of Eden; the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil and the Tree of Life.

Cain is a type of the fallen nature of man. As we are all descendants of the fallen man, this nature is in us all. Cain was the 
firstborn and is a type of the first man, Adam. Cain was of the 
earth, “a tiller of the ground” (see Genesis 4:2). This reflects a 
fundamental characteristic of those we will refer to as the seed 
of Cain—they are “earthly-minded.” This includes all who have 
not been born again by the Spirit. (Rick Joyner - There Were Two 
Trees in the Garden - MorningStar Publications, Inc, a division of 
MorningStar Fellowship Church)

Earthly-mindedness in the creative realm will still produce, but
is only a shadow of real creativity and ultimately leads to frustration and death. Yes, that’s a pretty strong statement, but the
flesh must maintain anything that it births. When Jesus told
Nicodemus about being born again, He said, “Flesh gives birth
to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit” (John 3:6). If we
create from a place of the flesh, it will always contain the DNA,
limitations and unredeemed nature of the flesh. However, when
we create with the Holy Spirit out of a place of relationship and
response to God, then it has the capacity to carry the light and
life of God – His very nature – and release powerful transformation in the process.

You see my friend, the engine of imagination and creativity that 
the Father deposited in us when we were created works beautifully whether it’s submitted to the Lordship of Jesus or not. It’s 
like gravity. If you are on this earth, it will work. Why? Because 
that is the way God designed it to work. The same is true with 
our imagination and creativity. In order for it to work with the 
Spirit and for the glory of God at its maximum potential, it must 
be brought into relationship with the Father. 

When you were saved, your whole being got saved, redeemed
from the curse and brought into a new Kingdom with new rights,
privileges, inheritances and ways of doing things. Through the
renewing of your mind and learning to receive God’s grace, you
begin to see the Kingdom manifest in your life. The same is true
with your creative expression. Instead of remaining stuck in an
earthly, performance mentality, you must begin to think differently. You are not creating for God in order for Him to approve
or disapprove of your work. By all means, no! On the contrary,
you are now called and empowered to create with the Spirit as
an accepted son or daughter who already has all things. You are
loved and accepted by your heavenly Father and He expects
transformation to be released through the work of your hands.

Abel’s offering, on the other hand, was a shadow of the redemption Jesus would bring because it involved the shedding of 
blood. In other words, it was in the way that God had prescribed 
and thus was pleasing to the Him. Interestingly enough, because 
Abel made his offering in the prescribed manner, it caused great 
turmoil between him and Cain. This ultimately resulted in his ultimate death at the hands of his brother. 

You will see the same sort of conflict in your creative expression. 
The earthly mindset does not want to die. That’s why Paul wrote 
about daily “putting to death the deeds of the flesh” (Romans 
8:13) and offering our bodies as “living sacrifices” (Romans 12:1). 
Living with a renewed mind and creative process means choosing daily to live with the Holy Spirit under the grace extended to 
us by our Father. Grace did not just cover our sins, but cleansed 
them completely, forever – past, present and future – and motivates us to lean into our new identity and life in the Kingdom.

Learning to walk in the Kingdom at this level of identity, anointing and connection is the very thing the Father has been seeking from the beginning. Apostle Paul wrote: “The creation waits 
in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed” 
(Romans 8:19 NIV). Literally, the creation of our Father cries out 
for us, His sons and daughters, to take our rightful place and 
release His Kingdom on the earth. May the day come quickly, 
Lord Jesus! 

So how does this transformational releasing of the Kingdom 
occur? I started asking the Father about this one day and He 
gave me a phrase that I’m still learning to understand. He said 
that we had to learn to “move with the cloud to the crowd.” In 
other words, we can’t just sit in our church buildings, homes or 
studios, we must release the goodness of the Kingdom in tangible ways that people can respond to and interact with in order 
for their lives to be changed by Jesus.

Growing Frustration

I have been a worship pastor and ministry leader for the last 20 
years or so. One of my ongoing frustrations has been the major 
disconnect many of us sense with what goes on inside the four 
walls of the church, and what needs to happen outside the organizational church. We spend much of our time as institutional 
Christians, believing that everything valuable happens inside 
the Church. The primary purpose of the local body is gathering 
to worship God and to encourage, edify and equip each other 
for our works of ministry both inside and outside the congregation. When we make every gift fit only within the expression of 
the church organization we lose the very power and momentum 
promised to us in the Book of Acts and seen so vividly in the life 
of Jesus.

I am also frustrated because I see the church becoming less and 
less effective in culture. We now live in a country where more 
than 80% of the people nationwide do not attend church each 
weekend, and where almost all mainline denominations are 
losing a significant number of members. Meanwhile, the average 
age of people attending is growing older while average amount 
of giving is getting smaller. Bottom line? More and more, people 
see the church as completely irrelevant. Unfortunately, we have 
used people to build the church instead of being the church and 
building people.

Some churches are trying to program their way out of it by targeting young people with programs, concerts, family events
and the like. They believe that by showing how cool they are,
how relevant they have become, and how fashion-forward their
super-cool pastoral staff and worship team can be, that everything will work out. It’s just one big ministry machine that is on
the same fated countdown to irrelevance. In fact, I’ve recently
read several articles in ministry leader magazines about young
people leaving the coffee shop laden mega churches in search
of something smaller, more authentic and relational.

Other Christians have insulated themselves inside a super-spiritual bubble, waiting for a “move of God” to arrive that will revolutionize the church and make everything on earth better. Within 
this group is the idea that if they just pray hard enough, repent 
enough, fast enough and cry out enough that God will come 
down and “Poof!” everything will be different, better, completed. Most of this comes from the Old Testament experience 
of the “cloud of His Glory filling the temple” and people longing 
for the days of Pentecost when fiery flames and rushing wind 
came down. 

I believe that this mentality has set people up for an experience-based view of the Kingdom that’s all about “come and see” 
rather than what Jesus modeled when He said, “All authority in 
Heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go…” 
(Matthew 28:18-19a).

Satan has propagated a great lie through the church that has 
enabled us to erect and sustain this false structure. It is based on 
our ability to perform for God and train others to do the same. At 
best it’s a mixture of law and grace, at worst it perpetuates personal and corporate bondage. In reality, God has already come to 
us through the person of Jesus and lives in us through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. The life, power, love and grace we cry out for 
is already here in us through the Kingdom. It is our responsibility 
to lay hold of our inheritance as sons and daughters of the King, 
not to beg out of desperation for it to “come down.”

How Did This Start?

Let’s start with Jesus. He obviously spent most of His time ministering in close relationship with twelve moderately successful 
nobodies who ended up turning the world upside down. He 
spoke to multitudes and did miracles, but most of His daily life 
consisted of minute-by-minute, purposeful mentoring. Even in 
Acts, the early Church model we see was extremely relational 
and focused on the expression of believers outside the context 
of their local meetings.

Things shifted when Constantine came on the scene and had a 
dramatic conversion experience in 312 C.E. Instead of the church 
being a church of martyrs, it became a church of the empire. 
Make no mistake, there were some incredibly good things that 
came out of this transition – Christians were no longer persecuted 
and the Christian message was spread expansively throughout 
the empire.

However, it also had its downside. Instead of remaining a relationally based, organic movement that spread among hearts on fire, 
it evolved into a widely accepted religion that now had a much 
larger power structure and political interest. With that came the 
idea that in order to be accepted in society and the political 
structure, one must confess Christ. I’m sure that then, just like 
today some people acquiesced to the changing religious culture 
simply because it benefited them.

The result was the growth and expansion of a bloated and politically powerful Roman church that held a grip on the world for 
hundreds of years with no checks or balances. Many people 
professed to be followers of Christ simply because it was the 
expedient thing to do. We still have the vestiges of this type of 
mentality, especially in the west, resulting in people who are culturally Christian, but have little idea of what it means to be a son 
or daughter in the Kingdom of their Heavenly Father. 

Roman vs. Celtic

Let’s compare the fruit from this model of church and what we 
will call a Celtic Model. The more traditional model that emerged 
from Constantine’s era was organized, politically strong and culturally accepted. Even today, that is the case most of the time. 
Membership in a church today is often dependent on people 
getting their act together, making a decision for Jesus and fully 
participating as a new member. Professionals run the churches, 
sermons focus on behavior modification, programs are targeted 
to attract (keep) members, and members are generally expected 
to toe the line of acceptable behavior based on that group’s idea 
of what is ok.

When it comes to evangelism or outreach, they present the 
gospel and expect hearers to make quick decisions about Christ. 
If an affirmative decision is made, the person is welcomed into 
the church, friendship is extended to them and they are trained 
for service in ministry within the local church (rarely outside the 
church). Lastly, leaders are seen as employees who respond to 
the needs and desires of the congregation, causing political 
pressure to build and frustration to abound.

Jesus and the early church modeled what I call “moving with 
the cloud to the crowd.” For them, it wasn’t a matter of either 
or – either evangelism or the presence of God, being relevant or 
intimate with the Father – it was both. That model built a life of 
intimacy with the Father while walking daily with Him. It’s a life 
that always starts in His presence and continues in His presence 
outside into the streets and the marketplace. It was continually 
living in the cloud of His Father’s presence that compelled Jesus 
to move out into the crowd (the streets) and release the Kingdom in power.

For Jesus, this was not some church growth technique, it was 
naturally supernatural. He lived like this and trained His disciples to live like this as well. Jesus’ focus was never the crowd, 
yet crowds always followed Him. His focus was never “signs and 
wonders” but healing and forgiveness always followed Him. 
His life challenged and called into question the religious and 
socio-economic status quo, yet He never wasted time on political battles in the public square. His focus was always on loving 
people and inspiring them to be who their Father had created 
them to be. It was living a life based in intimacy but given to the 
marketplace that transformed the lives of 11 ordinary men and 
ultimately changed the world.

The Kingdom

As I started asking the Lord about our generation, the modern 
day church and how to impact our culture with the gospel of the 
Kingdom, I felt like He said to read what Jesus taught about the 
Kingdom. As I did, several attributes of it became clear:

• It is first priority: Matthew 6:33

•
It is within us: Luke17:21

•
It moves through us: Luke 10:9

•
It forcefully advances: Matthew 11:12

•
It has keys and power: Matthew 16:19

•
It is based on how you invest your gifting: Matthew 25

•
It requires humility: Matthew 18:4

•
It requires a heart of repentance: Matthew 3:2

•
It has secrets that belong to us as our inheritance: Luke 8:10 

• It infiltrates everything, causing growth: Matthew 13:33 

•
It is like a small seed yielding huge results: Matthew 13:32

•
It is full of forgiveness, mercy and justice: Matthew 18:26 

•
It is hidden and must be sought out: Matthew 13:44 
The attributes of the Kingdom Jesus described had very little 
to do with organizational structure, corporate worship, or how 
many programs a church should develop to draw the right 
people. Instead, the things He taught were about how to live in 
the presence of the Father, pursuing the Kingdom with all your 
heart and living in authentic community with others while “doing 
life” (whatever that looks like for you). On a personal level, this 
Kingdom of our Father brings complete inner fulfillment without 
the pressure of having to perform. On a corporate level, it brings 
life and growth to the church as a naturally occurring fruit, not as 
the result of a contrived program. Life begets life.

So how can we release the beauty and creativity of the Kingdom in our life to others in a way that is authentic and powerful? I believe the answer lies in a model of life and ministry 
many have called a Celtic Model. In this model, there is a clear 
recognition that people are the church, not the organizational 
institution. Christians in this model feel a responsibility to build 
authentic community among believers and nonbelievers alike, 
while embracing the opportunity to love, listen and respond to 
people as the Holy Spirit leads.

Everything is done out of natural relationships, and believers
are comfortable trusting the Father throughout the seasons of
friendship with someone who is not yet a believer. They know
that God is at work in the relationship. The gospel is presented
in the context of word and deed while living life together as
friends. Every tree, stone, river, mountain, relationship and natural phenomena is seen as interconnected and vital to understanding their holistic view of life and spirituality.

A Celtic Model of Life and Ministry

As in the model of the early Celts and the early church, when a 
holistic approach to life, creativity and spirituality is embraced, 
we see enormous growth and lasting fruit. On the other hand, 
with the more Roman model that we’ve all become accustomed 
to, churches and individual believers can easily fall into the trap 
of trying to convince people to join their club, making converts 
instead of transformed disciples, building shiny organizations 
but in the end producing little lasting fruit. 

God created us for more! He created us to experience the love 
and laughter of a vital relationship with Him and with friends and 
family, while living an abundant life of purpose in the Kingdom 
of God. 

You were not made to live a bored, religious, dead-end life, working to keep a bunch of rules, trying to measure up and make it 
day to day. God created you to thrive and flourish in your role in 
the Kingdom. Whatever you may have believed about the Kingdom and your role in it, I want to challenge you to lay it down 
today and begin to dream with the Father. Go for it and watch 
the Father establish and extend His Kingdom through you. This 
is the essence of living creatively in the Kingdom.

In order for this release of the Kingdom to happen through us, 
there must be a wholesale rejection of the false structures and 
religious striving of men. We can no longer accept life and church 
as usual, but must act as agents of loving change – yeast in the 
dough – to bring a rising to the entire body of Christ. Inside 
and outside the Church, we must live lives that inspire others to 
pursue the Kingdom and demonstrate the fullness of who God is 
and what He desires to do on the earth. 

To do that, you must continue your quest to know Him, be known 
by Him and know how the Father has wired you for your specific 
purpose. Understand that your creative calling, wherever it falls 
in culture is valid and powerful, effective and life giving to you 
and those whom you are called to in life. My friend, as you simply 
love people with no agenda, co-labor with the Father in your 
areas of influence to release the Kingdom, and trust the voice of 
the Holy Spirit in your daily walk, you will take your place in the 
army of artists God is raising up around the world. 

Together, we will see thousands, even millions, come into the 
Kingdom. Not because we used guilt to urge them in making 
decisions they never intended to keep, but because we trusted 
the Father enough to use us in His timing in the lives of people 
we authentically love. Let’s allow God to be God and not shortchange the journey of those with whom we walk daily in order to 
get another spiritual notch in our belt. 

I choose to love radically, trust completely, create passionately 
and believe that the things God has in store for me and those He 
called me to impact, are more than I could ask or imagine! Will 
you join me? I pray you will say yes!

Summary

Can you believe it?  Let’s take just a moment now and recap
the insights in this last chapter of Creativity According to the
Kingdom:

•
Nothing happens in the earth realm unless it comes through 

agreement.

•
Creating something “for God” that we want and asking Him 

to bless it is the same model employed by Cain. 

• The engine of imagination and creativity that the Father 

deposited in us when we were created works beautifully 

whether it’s submitted to the Lordship of Jesus or not. It’s like 

gravity. If you are on this earth, it will work. In order for it to 

work with the Spirit and for the glory of God at its maximum 

potential, it must be brought into relationship with the Father. 

• When we make every gift fit only within the expression of the 

church organization we lose the very power and momentum 

promised to us in the Book of Acts and seen so vividly in the 

life of Jesus.

• Many in western culture have identified with a false portrayal 

of Christianity and are culturally Christian, but have little idea 

of what it means to be a son or daughter of their Heavenly 

Father in the Kingdom.

•
Jesus and the early church modeled what I call “moving with 

the cloud to the crowd.” It was a life that always started in 

His presence and continued in His presence outside into the 

streets and the marketplace.

•
The attributes of the Kingdom Jesus described had very little 

to do with organizational structure, corporate worship, or 

how many programs a church should develop to draw the 

right people. Instead, the things He taught were about how 

to live in the presence of the Father, pursuing the Kingdom 

with all your heart and living in authentic community with 

others while “doing life” (whatever that looks like for you).

•
You were not made to live a bored, religious, dead-end life, 

working to keep a bunch of rules, trying to measure up and 

make it day to day. God created you to thrive and flourish in 

your role in the Kingdom.
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